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City Manager Mayor  

Jason Stuebe Merle Aaron 

City Secretary Council Members  

Jenny Page Allan Steagall 

 Ray Calfee 

 Andy Curry 

 Norman Funderburk 

 David Pierce  

     

Minutes 

Humble City Council 

Special Meeting 

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 at 6:00 PM 

City Hall Council Chamber, 114 West Higgins 

Humble, Texas 

 

STATE OF TEXAS  § 

    § 

COUNTY OF HARRIS § 

 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Merle Aaron, Presiding 

    Mayor Pro Tem Norman Funderburk 

    Councilmember Allan Steagall 

    Councilmember David Pierce 

Councilmember Andy Curry 

 

Members Absent:   Councilmember Ray Calfee 

 

 

Staff Present: City Manager Jason Stuebe; City Secretary Jenny Page; Assistant Police 

Chief Ken Theis; Finance Director Aimee Phillips; Civic Center Operations Lead Jacob 

Schultz; and Patrol Sergeant Brian Waldroup. 

 

 

1. Call to order. 

 

With a quorum present, the Special Meeting of the Humble City Council was called to 

order by Mayor Aaron at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 19, 2019 in the Council Chamber 

of the City of Humble City Hall, 114 West Higgins, Humble, Texas 77338. 

 

 

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



 

Mayor Pro-Tem Norman Funderburk led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

3. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of Ordinance 19-838 amending 

the City of Humble Ordinance 18-826, passed and approved the 13th day of September 

2018 and being an ordinance adopting the City of Humble budget for Fiscal Year 2018-

2019, by adding to the budget adopted hereby and Addendum No. 1; providing for a certain 

amendment to such budget; making certain findings; and providing other matters related 

to the subject. 

 

City Manager Jason Stuebe stated the amendment was for Police Department Dispatch 

Software reallocation and replacement of totaled vehicles and the Civic Center had a 1980 

forklift that the transmission failed. (Attached as Exhibit A) 

 

Upon a motion made by Mayor Pro-Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted five (5) for 

and none (0) opposed to approve Ordinance 19-838 amending the City of Humble 

Ordinance 18-826, passed and approved the 13th day of September 2018 and being an 

ordinance adopting the City of Humble budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019, by adding to the 

budget adopted hereby and Addendum No. 1; providing for a certain amendment to such 

budget; making certain findings; and providing other matters related to the subject.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 

4. Adjourn 

 

APPROVED BY HUMBLE TEXAS CITY COUNCIL THIS 14th DAY OF MARCH 2019. 

 

 

 

             

     Merle Aaron, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Jenny Page City Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXHIBIT A 
CITY OF HUMBLE 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-838 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY OF HUMBLE ORDINANCE 18-826, PASSED AND 
APPROVED THE 13TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2018 AND BEING AN ORIDNANCE ADOPTING 
THE CITY OF HUMBLE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019, BY ADDING TO THE BUDGET 
ADOPTED HEREBY AN ADDENDUM NO. 1; PROVIDING FOR A CERTAIN AMENDMENT TO 
SUCH BUDGET; MAKING CERTAIN FINDINGS; AND PROVIDING OTHER MATTERS 
RELATED TO THE SUBJECT.  

 
WHEREAS, following proper notice and public hearing, the City Council adopted the City of Humble 

Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 on September 13, 2018; and 
 
WHEREAS, a budget amendment is necessary to reallocate monies between budget line items and 

to increase said budget for capital expenditures to be purchased with seizure funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas hereby find and determines that public 

necessities require the adoption of such amendment; now therefore, 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, TEXAS, THAT: 
 
Section 1.  The facts and matters set forth in the preamble of this Ordinance are found to be true 

and correct. 
 
Section 2. City of Humble Ordinance No. 18-826 passed and approved the 13th day of September, 

2018 is hereby amended by adding to the City of Humble Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-
2019 adopted thereby, Addendum No. 1, a copy of which is attached hereto and made a 
part hereof for all purposes. 

 
Section 3. That the City Secretary be authorized and directed to cause a true and correct copy of 

Addendum No. 1 to be attached to the City of Humble Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019 
on file in the Office of the City Secretary. 

 
Section 4. That this ordinance shall be effective immediately, upon passage.  
 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this _______ day of ________________ 2019. 

 

              
       Merle Aaron  
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
       
Jenny Page 
City Secretary 



 

ADDENDUM NO. 1 
ADDENDUM TO THE CITY OF HUMBLE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

2018‐2019 
 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Police Department 
Computers (01‐6103‐04‐00) ‐ Priority Dispatch System Software ‐ Reallocation     (53,000.00) 
Purchase ‐ Machinery & Equipment (01‐6900‐04‐00) ‐ Priority Dispatch System Software ‐ Reallocation     53,000.00 
Purchase ‐ Motor Vehicles (01‐6920‐04‐00) ‐ Cost In Excess of Insurance Proceeds for Replacement of  
Totaled Vehicles             18,100.00 

  18,100.00 

Civic Center ‐ Arena Division 
Property Improvements (01‐6926‐15‐01) ‐ Reduce the Budget Line Item for the Replacement of LED Lighting  (27,000.00) 
Purchase ‐ Machinery & Equipment (01‐6900‐15‐01) ‐ Establish a Budget Line Item for the Purchase of a Forklift   27,000.00 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               __________ 
TOTAL GENERAL FUND AMENDMENTS        $18,100.00 



 

 

 

 

 

City Manager Mayor  

Jason Stuebe Merle Aaron 

City Secretary Council Members  

Jenny Page Allan Steagall 

 Ray Calfee 

 Andy Curry 

 Norman Funderburk 

 David Pierce  

     

Minutes 

Humble City Council 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, March 14, 2019, at 6:30 PM 

City Hall Council Chamber, 114 West Higgins 

Humble, Texas 

 

STATE OF TEXAS  § 

    § 

COUNTY OF HARRIS § 

 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Merle Aaron, Presiding 

    Mayor Pro Tem Norman Funderburk 

    Councilmember Allan Steagall 

     Councilmember David Pierce 

Councilmember Andy Curry 

 

Members Absent:   Councilmember Ray Calfee 

 

Staff Present: City Manager Jason Stuebe; City Secretary Jenny Page; Public Works 

Director Barry Brock; Assistant Police Chief Ken Theis; Civic Center Director Jennifer 

Wooden; and Patrol Sergeant Brian Waldroup. 

 

1. Call to order. 

 

With a quorum present, the Regular Meeting of the Humble City Council was called to 

order by Mayor Aaron at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 14, 2019 in the Council Chamber 

of the City of Humble City Hall, 114 West Higgins, Humble, Texas 77338. 

 

  

2. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Pro-Tem Norman Funderburk led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 



 

3. Consent Agenda: Ministerial or “housekeeping” items that can be voted on in one motion 

as allowed by law.  Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda for individual 

consideration and discussed or acted upon by a majority vote of the Council. 

 

a. Minutes:  February 14, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes. 

b. Finance Report 

c. Current Invoices 

d. Monthly Department Reports 

e. Correspondence 

 

Upon a motion made by Mayor Aaron, the City Council voted five (5) for and none (0) 

opposed to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

4. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of Ordinance 19-837 amending 

Section 4 (Election Day Locations) and Section 5 (Early Voting Locations) of Ordinance 

No. 19-837 (ordering a General Election for May 4, 2019); ordering the general election to 

be administered by the Harris County Elections Administrator on May 4, 2019, for the 

purpose of electing mayor and two members of the Humble City Council (Place Nos. 1 and 

2) to fill expiring terms; ordering amended notices of election to be given as prescribed by 

law in connection with such election; and providing a savings/repealing clause, severability 

clause and an effective date.  

 

Presentación, posible acción y discusión sobre la aprobación de la Ordenanza 19-837 que 

modifica la Sección 4 (Ubicaciones para el Día de las Elecciones) y la Sección 5 

(Ubicaciones de Votación Temprana) de la Ordenanza No. 19-837 (ordenando una 

Elección General para el 4 de mayo de 2019) ; ordenando que la elección general sea 

administrada por el Administrador de Elecciones del Condado de Harris el 4 de mayo de 

2019, con el fin de elegir al alcalde y dos miembros del Consejo de la Ciudad de Humble 

(lugares n. ° 1 y 2) para completar los plazos de vencimiento; ordenar que se entreguen 

avisos de elección enmendados según lo prescrito por la ley en relación con dicha 

elección; y proporcionar una cláusula de ahorro / revocación, una cláusula de 

separabilidad y una fecha efectiva. 

 

Ordinance 19-837 was not ready at the time of posting but was available for the public at 

the meeting.  (Attached as Exhibit A) 

 

Upon a motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted five (5) for 

and none (0) opposed to approve Ordinance 19-837 amending Section 4 (Election Day 

Locations) and Section 5 (Early Voting Locations) of Ordinance No. 19-837 (ordering a 

General Election for May 4, 2019); ordering the general election to be administered by the 

Harris County Elections Administrator on May 4, 2019, for the purpose of electing mayor 

and two members of the Humble City Council (Place Nos. 1 and 2) to fill expiring terms; 

ordering amended notices of election to be given as prescribed by law in connection with 

such election; and providing a savings/repealing clause, severability clause and an effective 

date.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 



 

5. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of an agreement by and between 

the City of Humble, Texas and the Humble Independent School District to conduct Early 

Voting and Election Day Voting by personal appearance to be held at a common location 

for the purposes of conducting the City’s General Election and the District’s Regular 

Trustee Election. 

 

Presentación, posible acción y discusión sobre la aprobación de un acuerdo entre la 

Ciudad de Humble, Texas y el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Humble para llevar a 

cabo la Votación Anticipada y la Votación el día de la elección, se llevará a cabo en un 

lugar común para los propósitos de llevar a cabo la Elección General de la Ciudad y la 

Elección de Fiduciario Regular del Distrito. 

 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Steagall, the City Council voted five (5) for and 

none (0) opposed to approve an agreement by and between the City of Humble, Texas and 

the Humble Independent School District to conduct Early Voting and Election Day Voting 

by personal appearance to be held at a common location for the purposes of conducting the 

City’s General Election and the District’s Regular Trustee Election.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

6. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of Ordinance No. 19-840 

extending an existing school zone on Wilson Road and establishing the speed limit in the 

school zone at 20 miles per hour and authorizing traffic control signs to be installed; 

making certain findings; and providing a penalty for violation of any provision hereof; and 

providing for an effective date.   

 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Curry, the City Council voted five (5) for and 

none (0) opposed to approve Ordinance No. 19-840 extending an existing school zone on 

Wilson Road and establishing the speed limit in the school zone at 20 miles per hour and 

authorizing traffic control signs to be installed; making certain findings; and providing a 

penalty for violation of any provision hereof; and providing for an effective date.  The 

motion carried unanimously. 

7. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of a Development Plat, Valvoline 

Instant Oil Change, Unrestricted Reserve “F”, 1.0456 acres (45,545 square feet) Target 

Shopping Center Humble, W.B. Adams survey, abstract number 95, Harris County, Texas.   

 

Upon a motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted five (5) for 

and none (0) opposed to approve a Development Plat, Valvoline Instant Oil Change, 

Unrestricted Reserve “F”, 1.0456 acres (45,545 square feet) Target Shopping Center 

Humble, W.B. Adams survey, abstract number 95, Harris County, Texas.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

8. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of a Utility Conveyance and 

Security Agreement for Townsen Sanitary Sewer Extension, by and between the City 

Humble, Texas, a municipal corporation, and Intercontinental Municipal Utility District of 

Harris County, being a political subdivision and corporate and governmental agency of the 



 

State of Texas, operating under the provisions of Chapters 49 and 54, Texas Water Code, 

as amend and Article XVI, Section 59 of the Constitution. 

 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Steagall, the City Council voted five (5) for and 

none (0) opposed to approve a Utility Conveyance and Security Agreement for Townsen 

Sanitary Sewer Extension, by and between the City Humble, Texas, a municipal 

corporation, and Intercontinental Municipal Utility District of Harris County, being a 

political subdivision and corporate and governmental agency of the State of Texas, 

operating under the provisions of Chapters 49 and 54, Texas Water Code, as amend and 

Article XVI, Section 59 of the Constitution.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

9. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of street closure in front of 

Lloyd’s Bar, 111 N Avenue A, for a street dance on April 13, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 

8:00 p.m. 

 

Upon a motion made by Council Member David Pierce, the City Council voted five (5) for 

and none (0) opposed to approve a street closure in front of Lloyd’s Bar, 111 N Avenue A, 

for a street dance on April 13, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

10. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of Subdivision Plat, Reserves at 

Townsen Partial Replat No. 1, a subdivision of 0.8788 of one acre of 38,278 square feet of 

land situated in the J. Pruett Survey, Abstract No. 1304, City of Humble, Harris County, 

Texas, being a partial replat of Unrestricted Reserve “B” of Reserves at Townsen. 

 

Upon a motion made by Council Member Curry, the City Council voted five (5) for and 

none (0) opposed to approve a Subdivision Plat, Reserves at Townsen Partial Replat No. 

1, a subdivision of 0.8788 of one acre of 38,278 square feet of land situated in the J. Pruett 

Survey, Abstract No. 1304, City of Humble, Harris County, Texas, being a partial replat 

of Unrestricted Reserve “B” of Reserves at Townsen.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

11. Presentation, possible action, and discussion on approval of a Development Plat, Reserves 

at Townsen Partial Replat No. 1, a subdivision of 0.8788 of one acre or 38.278 square feet 

of land situated in the J. Pruett Survey.  Abstract No. 1304, it of Humble, Harris County, 

Texas, being a partial replat of Unrestricted Reserve “B” of Reserves at Townsen. 

 

Upon a motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted five (5) for 

and none (0) opposed to approve a Development Plat, Reserves at Townsen Partial Replat 

No. 1, a subdivision of 0.8788 of one acre or 38.278 square feet of land situated in the J. 

Pruett Survey.  Abstract No. 1304, it of Humble, Harris County, Texas, being a partial 

replat of Unrestricted Reserve “B” of Reserves at Townsen.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

12. Adjourn 

 



 

Council Member Pierce mentioned Rob Landes will be prerforming at the Charles Bender 

Performing Arts Center Saturday, March 30, 2019 at 7 p.m. and the 1st weekend in April 

is the annual Good Oil Days Festival in downtown Humble.   

 

City Manager Jason Stuebe mentioned METRO will be making a presentation at the March 

28th Council Meeting regarding the upcoming Bond measure.  

 

With no further business to discuss, Council Member Pierce moved to adjourn. 

 

Mayor Aaron adjourned the meeting at 6:44 p.m. on Thursday, March 14, 2019. 

 

APPROVED BY HUMBLE TEXAS CITY COUNCIL THIS 28th DAY OF MARCH 2019. 

 

 

 

             

     Merle Aaron, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

      

Jenny Page City Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Exhibit A 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



Council Meeting 

March 28, 2019 

Agenda Item #4B 

 

 

Finance Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City of Humble
Reported Bank Balance
For the Month of February 2019

General Fund:

Fiscal YTD 
Earnings

Balance as of 
2/28/2019

Cash & MMF Sweep 211,286.57$     23,880,860.00$       
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 40,561.23         4,897,271.60           
Cash & MMF Sweep - METRO 27,150.11         4,852,408.40           
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs - METRO 836.30              -                           
Cash & MMF Sweep - Court Technology Fund 2,199.44           254,653.71              
Cash & MMF Sweep - Court Building Security Fund 1,131.48           132,519.14              
Cash & MMF Sweep - Health Plan 620.27              178,389.48              

Total 283,785.40       34,196,102.33         

Water & Sewer Operating Fund:
Cash & MMF Sweep 124,765.28       15,579,138.58         
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 1,334.53           99,529.00                

Total 126,099.81       15,678,667.58         

Photo Traffic Safety Fund:
Cash & MMF Sweep 43,715.59         5,154,170.16           

Total 43,715.59         5,154,170.16           

Hotel Tax Fund:
Cash & MMF Sweep 8,533.68           1,052,199.47           

Total 8,533.68           1,052,199.47           

Capital Projects Fund:
TexStar- Water Well Construction 40.59                4,303.88                  

Total 40.59                4,303.88                  

Sewer Plant Construction Fund:
Cash & MMF Sweep - Sewer Rehab 16,480.54         1,860,104.21           
Cash & MMF Sweep - Sewer Capacity Fees 63.04                7,117.51                  

Total 16,543.58         1,867,221.72           

Total All Funds:
Cash & MMF Sweep 435,946.00       52,951,560.66         
TexStar 40.59                4,303.88                  
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 42,732.06         4,996,800.60           
Total 478,718.65$    57,952,665.14$       



Council Meeting 

March 28, 2019 

Agenda Item #4C 

 

 

Current Invoices 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 















Aaron, Merle 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 Pf Changs #9400 Austin, TX 47.46

Alexander, Joe 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Clicks Tire Service In2813545269, TX 75

Alexander, Joe 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Young S One Stop Humble, TX 165

240

Allen, Vince 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 31.97

Allen, Vince 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Ninfas Mexican RestaurWaco, TX 20.02

Allen, Vince 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 The Original Buzzard BWaco, TX 14.06

Allen, Vince 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Shell Oil 575299438qpsCenterville, TX 17.18

Allen, Vince 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Tx Dps Dl Office Austin, TX 45

128.23

Arnold, Mark 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Dillards 780 DeerbrookHumble, TX -14.04

Arnold, Mark 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Dillards 780 DeerbrookHumble, TX 184.28

170.24

Barker, Matthew 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 56.83

Barker, Matthew 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 21.58

78.41

Barrow, Andrew 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 6990 Dominos Pizza 817-558-2900, TX 29.97

Barrow, Andrew 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 The Original Buzzard BWaco, TX 18.38

Barrow, Andrew 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Shell Oil 575299438qpsCenterville, TX 18.28

66.63

Baucom, Billy 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 87.48

Baucom, Billy 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Fox Family Pools Humble, TX 72.95

Baucom, Billy 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 102.13

Baucom, Billy 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Lowes #00750 Kingwood, TX 199

Baucom, Billy 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Ferguson Wtrwrks #2939Humble, TX 148.59

Baucom, Billy 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 75.24

Baucom, Billy 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 27.32

Baucom, Billy 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Academy Sports #21 Humble, TX 39.99

752.7

Blanchard, Jackie 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Intuit  In  Txfact Llc 903-9220057, TX 99

Bradshaw, Melinda 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Macys  Deerbrook Humble, TX 186.6

Burt, Jack 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Int In  Arrowhead Scie913-8948388, KS 981.55

Burt, Jack 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Stalker Radar 9723983750, TX 3147.36

4128.91

Chambers, Vera 2/24/2019 2/25/2019 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 22.32

Coombs, Clint 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Traffic Safety Corp. Sacramento, CA 23

Coombs, Clint 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 London Fog Long Lake, MN 7.96

Coombs, Clint 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 38.98

Coombs, Clint 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Fastenal Company01Humble, TX 15.85

Coombs, Clint 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 32.94

Coombs, Clint 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Tasco Auto Color #4 Humble, TX 18.6

Coombs, Clint 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 38.95

Coombs, Clint 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 31.47

207.75

Cox, John 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Lonestar Veterinary Humble, TX 7

Cox, John 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Lonestar Veterinary Humble, TX 252.32

259.32

Cuellar, Angel 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 26.51

Dawes, Delbert 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 City Hall Cafe & Pie BHuntsville, TX 80.74



Diaz, Theresa 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Abc Home And CommerciaCypress, TX 136.59

Domilos, Willis 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Psi Services Llc 8188476180, CA 62

Domilos, Willis 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Psi Services Llc 8188476180, CA 128

190

Elliott, Sandra 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Lexisnexis Risk Dat 8883328244, FL 50

Elliott, Sandra 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Ds Services Standard CAtlanta, GA 79.59

129.59

Ferguson, Cliffton 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Texas Comm Fire Pr Austin, TX 87.17

Ferguson, Cliffton 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Hcc-Codwell Houston, TX 25

112.17

Fillmore, Steve 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Fastenal Company01Humble, TX 58.46

Fillmore, Steve 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 73.71

Fillmore, Steve 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 108.9

Fillmore, Steve 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 114.56

Fillmore, Steve 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 City Electric Humble, TX 8.48

Fillmore, Steve 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 5.76

Fillmore, Steve 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Trout Tire & Trailer Porter, TX 29.25

Fillmore, Steve 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 184.46

Fillmore, Steve 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX -4.81

Fillmore, Steve 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 34.97

Fillmore, Steve 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Ferguson Wtrwrks #2939Humble, TX 169.59

Fillmore, Steve 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 City Electric Humble, TX 7.01

Fillmore, Steve 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 City Electric Humble, TX 36.83

Fillmore, Steve 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 City Electric Humble, TX 316.25

Fillmore, Steve 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 55.62

Fillmore, Steve 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 4.81

Fillmore, Steve 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 27.98

Fillmore, Steve 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.94

Fillmore, Steve 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 18.28

Fillmore, Steve 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 543.01

Fillmore, Steve 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 142.5

Fillmore, Steve 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 156

2105.56

Fleming, William 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Sams Club #6367 281-548-1211, TX 292.13

Fleming, William 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 44

Fleming, William 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Mes/Warren Fire/Lawmen2033640620, CT 50.25

Fleming, William 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Mes/Warren Fire/Lawmen2033640620, CT 90

Fleming, William 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Jimmy Johns - 2938 Kingwood, TX 133.92

Fleming, William 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Hot'Z Power Wash Baytown, TX 225

Fleming, William 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Samsclub #6367 Humble, TX 246.96

Fleming, William 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Dooley Tackaberry 2814799700, TX 123.5

Fleming, William 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Int In  Allied Breathi 713-8285911, TX 513

Fleming, William 2/10/2019 2/11/2019 Galls 8592667227, KY 31.4

Fleming, William 2/9/2019 2/11/2019 Mes/Warren Fire/Lawmen2033640620, CT 117.25

Fleming, William 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 I69 Truck Service PartNew Caney, TX 93.5

Fleming, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 All Batt Center -7122 Houston, TX 103.5

Fleming, William 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Delta Industrial Se Port Nechas, TX 315.2

Fleming, William 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 Officemax/Depot 6186Humble, TX 27.99

Fleming, William 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Int In  Metro Fire App 713-6920911, TX 1443

Fleming, William 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Frazer Ltd Houston, TX 1096.62

Fleming, William 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Sams Club #6367 281-548-1211, TX 151.41

Fleming, William 1/31/2019 2/4/2019 Chick-Fil-A #02415 Humble, TX 193

Fleming, William 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Sams Club #6367 281-548-1211, TX 65.92

5357.55

Forbes, Steve 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mi8yk4ak2Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 27.98

Forbes, Steve 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Galls Lexington, KY 417.97

Forbes, Steve 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Autozone #1472 Humble, TX 40.98

486.93



Frank, Justin 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Emergency Safety Suppl8006601377, OR 156.4

Garrett, Joshua 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Paypal  Trainingdiv 4029357733, TX 300

Gauntt, Aaron 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 9.02

Gauntt, Aaron 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Rogue Fitness 614-3586190, OH 895

904.02

Gill, Patricia 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 56.24

Gill, Patricia 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 8.5

Gill, Patricia 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 32.29

Gill, Patricia 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 21.59

Gill, Patricia 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 1938.98

Gill, Patricia 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 2227.49

Gill, Patricia 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 128.51

Gill, Patricia 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 386.41

Gill, Patricia 2/19/2019 2/21/2019 Always In Season Houston, TX 171.99

Gill, Patricia 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Greensheet Media Class7133713500, TX 575.2

Gill, Patricia 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 H-E-B #498 Humble, TX 61.94

Gill, Patricia 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 131.15

5740.29

Green, Christine 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Starbucks Store 09672Humble, TX 30

Green, Christine 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Wm Supercenter #744Humble, TX 75.86

Green, Christine 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Academy Sports #21 Humble, TX 209.77

315.63

Grimes, Charlie 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 101.42

Grimes, Charlie 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 67.88

Grimes, Charlie 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 Party City 0175 Humble, TX 73.98

Grimes, Charlie 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Moore Supply CompanyHumble, TX 356.75

Grimes, Charlie 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 45

Grimes, Charlie 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Harbor Freight Tools 4Humble, TX 86.92

Grimes, Charlie 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Int In  Pool Sharks Po832-6997007, TX 550

Grimes, Charlie 1/31/2019 2/4/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 115.82

Grimes, Charlie 1/31/2019 2/4/2019 Star Cleaners Humble, TX 79.84

Grimes, Charlie 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 289.22

1766.83

Guevara, Mari 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Michaels Stores 5813Humble, TX 24

Guevara, Mari 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 21.92

Guevara, Mari 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 23.56

Guevara, Mari 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Dollar Tree Humble, TX 26

Guevara, Mari 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 Party City 0175 Humble, TX 22.95

Guevara, Mari 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Party City 0175 Humble, TX 24.95

Guevara, Mari 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 21.46

Guevara, Mari 2/3/2019 2/4/2019 Intuit  Qb Online 800-286-6800, CA 20

Guevara, Mari 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Hartz Chicken 177 Humble, TX 54

238.84

Gunn, Kevin 2/21/2019 2/25/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 39.51

Gunn, Kevin 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 110.64

Gunn, Kevin 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Ferguson Wtrwrks #2939Humble, TX 97.6

Gunn, Kevin 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 M D N  Enterprises New Caney, TX 725

972.75

Hartis, Lauren 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Revival Animal HealthOrange City, IA 826.89

Hartis, Lauren 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 150.43

Hartis, Lauren 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 Loop 494 Animal HospitKingwood, TX 199.7

Hartis, Lauren 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Tractor-Supply-Co #040Porter, TX 173.91

Hartis, Lauren 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Amazon.Com Mi9qu41d0Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 79.48

1430.41



Hawkins, Fred 2/19/2019 2/21/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 4.48

Hawkins, Fred 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 164

Hawkins, Fred 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 14

Hawkins, Fred 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 4.75

Hawkins, Fred 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 4.39

Hawkins, Fred 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX -4.75

186.87

Hill, Cyrus 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 42

Hill, Cyrus 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Pilot         00007252 Baytown, TX 6.8

Hill, Cyrus 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 Dairy Queen #13849 QpsBaytown, TX 14.92

Hill, Cyrus 2/13/2019 2/13/2019 Daniels Meat Market Baytown, TX 14.49

Hill, Cyrus 2/12/2019 2/12/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX 350

428.21

Hosler, Thomas 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Fastenal Company01Humble, TX 25.9

Hosler, Thomas 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 639.16

Hosler, Thomas 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 267.46

Hosler, Thomas 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 State Chemic State Che800-782-2436, OH 2485.2

Hosler, Thomas 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Int In  Magna Flow Env281-4488585, TX 2932.3

Hosler, Thomas 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Wav Salinas Gate Syst928-9782999, TX 1575

Hosler, Thomas 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 31.45

Hosler, Thomas 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Environmental ImprovemHouston, TX 569.48

Hosler, Thomas 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Int In  American Patri 281-7580502, TX 2204

Hosler, Thomas 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 City Electric Humble, TX 16.97

Hosler, Thomas 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Sq      Sq  My BusinesKaufman, TX 840

Hosler, Thomas 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Sq      Sq  My BusinesKaufman, TX 900

Hosler, Thomas 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 424.08

Hosler, Thomas 2/9/2019 2/11/2019 Galls 8592667227, KY 79.93

Hosler, Thomas 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 390

Hosler, Thomas 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 388.99

Hosler, Thomas 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Ram Products, Ltd. 8176165100, TX 360.09

Hosler, Thomas 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 42.45

Hosler, Thomas 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Int In  American Patri 281-7580502, TX 439.86

Hosler, Thomas 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 390

Hosler, Thomas 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Int In  Electrical Fie 281-3617455, TX 2592.26

Hosler, Thomas 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Waukesha-Pearce HoustoHouston, TX 628

18222.58

Hottman, Adam 2/24/2019 2/27/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 1956.57

Hottman, Adam 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Jimmy Johns - 2938 - MKingwood, TX 34.07

Hottman, Adam 2/15/2019 2/20/2019 Jimmy Johns - 2938 - MKingwood, TX 104.57

Hottman, Adam 2/9/2019 2/14/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 1651

Hottman, Adam 2/9/2019 2/14/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 1152.47

Hottman, Adam 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH -184.69

Hottman, Adam 1/31/2019 2/6/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 557.15

Hottman, Adam 1/31/2019 2/13/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 405.8

Hottman, Adam 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 103.53

Hottman, Adam 1/30/2019 2/6/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 117

Hottman, Adam 1/29/2019 2/6/2019 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 147.9

6045.37

Jacobson, David 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 The Ups Store 5803 College Stati, TX 10.66

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 40

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/14/2019 2/25/2019 Hach Company Loveland, CO 2997.68

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Fort Bend Services IncStafford, TX 1473

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/8/2019 2/8/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX 350

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/8/2019 2/8/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX 350

Johnson Iii, Louis 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Aqualsol Controllers IHouston, TX 91.9

5302.58

Kellar, Chancey 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 82.74

Kellar, Chancey 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 40.79



123.53

Killian, Elanna 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Tx.Gov Servicefee- Austin, TX 4

Killian, Elanna 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Harris Vehreg Houston, TX 16.5

Killian, Elanna 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Simplifile, Lc Provo, UT 79.5

Killian, Elanna 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Tx.Gov Servicefee- Austin, TX 56

Killian, Elanna 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Harris Vehreg Houston, TX 226.5

Killian, Elanna 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 American Screen GraphiKingwood, TX 160

Killian, Elanna 2/20/2019 2/20/2019 Texas Municipal League512-231-7400, TX 1350

Killian, Elanna 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Simplifile, Lc Provo, UT 63

Killian, Elanna 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Intuit  In  Shredtex 713-4663933, TX 755

Killian, Elanna 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Int In  Txtreme Promot281-8525955, TX 275

Killian, Elanna 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 64.63

Killian, Elanna 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 Chuy'S Humble, TX 1077.26

Killian, Elanna 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Party City 0175 Humble, TX 21.46

Killian, Elanna 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Harris County Tx- HumbFort Worth, TX 1.29

Killian, Elanna 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Harris County Tx- HumbHouston, TX 36.75

Killian, Elanna 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Nothing Bundt Cakes 53Humble, TX 136.5

Killian, Elanna 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Coh Parking Meters Houston, TX 2.25

Killian, Elanna 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Ctyclk R Property Houston, TX 90

Killian, Elanna 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Ctyclk P Records Houston, TX 20

Killian, Elanna 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Hobby-Lobby #0160 Humble, TX 135.47

4571.11

Killion, Ryan 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Industrial Disposal Su2102273441, TX 79.77

Killion, Ryan 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 Asco North Houston Houston, TX 256.3

Killion, Ryan 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 50.88

Killion, Ryan 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 4.99

391.94

Landrum, Joshua 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX -670

Langenberg, David 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Texas Comm Fire Pr Austin, TX 87.17

Langenberg, David 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Sams Club #6367 Humble, TX 90.62

Langenberg, David 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Vistapr Vistaprint.Com866-8936743, MA 252.39

Langenberg, David 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Vistapr Vistaprint.Com866-8936743, MA -7.6

Langenberg, David 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Vistapr Vistaprint.Com866-8936743, MA -8.25

Langenberg, David 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Wpsg, Inc 610-8578070, PA 155.99

Langenberg, David 2/9/2019 2/11/2019 Buc-Ee'S #26 Madisonville, TX 50

Langenberg, David 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Eagle Engraving 6303771056, IL 289.3

909.62

Lee, Daniel 2/21/2019 2/25/2019 Safariland, Llc Jacksonville, FL 1417.94

Lee, Daniel 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Int In  Ring'S Manufac321-9510407, FL 218.84

Lee, Daniel 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 Int In  Texas PromoweaHumble, TX 59.94

Lee, Daniel 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 Safariland, Llc Jacksonville, FL 378

2074.72

Legoudes, Melissa 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Sq  Sq  Zion Multi MedGosq.Com, TX 100

Legoudes, Melissa 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Office Depot #2093 Spring, TX 780.36

Legoudes, Melissa 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 12.79

Legoudes, Melissa 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #1079 800-463-3768, TX 63.96

Legoudes, Melissa 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 6.36

Legoudes, Melissa 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 201.74

Legoudes, Melissa 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Amazon.Com Mi38x4ad1Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 26.55

Legoudes, Melissa 2/8/2019 2/8/2019 Nbf Natl Biz Furniture800-626-6060, WI -20.21

Legoudes, Melissa 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Int In  Police Records305-4600096, FL 195

Legoudes, Melissa 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Natw  Natw.Org 8006483688, PA 35

Legoudes, Melissa 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Iacp Alexandria, VA 190

Legoudes, Melissa 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 67.74

Legoudes, Melissa 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Lexisnexis Risk Dat 8883328244, FL 516.45

Legoudes, Melissa 1/28/2019 2/1/2019 Bob Barker Company Inc800-235-8586, NC 93.43

2269.17



Love, Kenneth 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 Galls Lexington, KY 210.75

Love, Kenneth 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 Galls Lexington, KY 30.49

Love, Kenneth 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Galls Lexington, KY 789.5

1030.74

Macias, Mayra 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Rtg Outlet 2909 Humble, TX -57.5

Macias, Mayra 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Rtg Outlet 2909 Humble, TX 754.5

Macias, Mayra 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 249.7

Macias, Mayra 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 4.69

951.39

Martin, Gregory 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Murphy7547atwalmartLivingston, TX 28.5

Martin, Gregory 2/10/2019 2/11/2019 Murphy7547atwalmartLivingston, TX 25.78

54.28

Martinez, Fidel 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 10

Martinez, Joe 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Enterprise Car Tolls 877-8601258, NY 48.26

Martinez, Joe 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Enterprise Car Tolls 877-8601258, NY -41.05

Martinez, Joe 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Enterprise Rent-A-CarHouston, TX 670

Martinez, Joe 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Texas Narcotic Officer9156290055, TX 40

Martinez, Joe 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Texas Narcotic Officer9156290055, TX 325

1042.21

May, Brian 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 The Home Depot #6523Porter, TX 2.18

May, Brian 2/19/2019 2/21/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 10.18

May, Brian 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 16.57

28.93

Mccaa, George 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 87.97

Mccaa, George 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 3.5

Mccaa, George 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Century A/C Supply 2819333991, TX 177.87

Mccaa, George 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 7.52

Mccaa, George 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 12.71

Mccaa, George 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 9.83

Mccaa, George 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 593.57

Mccaa, George 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Century A/C Supply 2819333991, TX 19.23

Mccaa, George 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 12.99

Mccaa, George 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Solar Shade Humble, TX -480

Mccaa, George 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Solar Shade Humble, TX 480

Mccaa, George 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Solar Shade Humble, TX 480

Mccaa, George 1/31/2019 2/4/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 12.56

1417.75

Mcdowell, Sean 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Wal-Mart #1837 Humble, TX 58.09

Meadows, Gordon 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Ram Products, Ltd. 8176165100, TX 143.76

Michaud, Paula 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Coban Technologies Houston, TX 262

Michaud, Paula 2/26/2019 2/26/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 85.14

Michaud, Paula 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay8668342080, TX 13612.6

Michaud, Paula 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 104.28

Michaud, Paula 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Vzwrlss My Vz Vb P 800-922-0204, FL 8570.92

Michaud, Paula 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Republic Services Tras8665765548, AZ 697.68

Michaud, Paula 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay8668342080, TX 261.26

Michaud, Paula 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay8668342080, TX 134.16

Michaud, Paula 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 26.89

Michaud, Paula 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 57.6

Michaud, Paula 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 5761.6

Michaud, Paula 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay8668342080, TX 256.51

Michaud, Paula 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay8668342080, TX 343.16

Michaud, Paula 2/16/2019 2/18/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 312.63

Michaud, Paula 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Republic Services Tras8665765548, AZ 6129.27

Michaud, Paula 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 24.04



Michaud, Paula 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 30.73

Michaud, Paula 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 22.41

Michaud, Paula 2/14/2019 2/14/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 147.62

Michaud, Paula 2/12/2019 2/12/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 147.62

Michaud, Paula 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Republic Services Tras8665765548, AZ 73.04

Michaud, Paula 2/7/2019 2/7/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 125.5

Michaud, Paula 2/7/2019 2/7/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 147.62

Michaud, Paula 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 305.54

Michaud, Paula 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 75.58

Michaud, Paula 2/6/2019 2/6/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 434.03

Michaud, Paula 2/6/2019 2/6/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 147.62

Michaud, Paula 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Web Networksolutions888-6429675, FL 15.99

38313.04

Miller, Craig 2/17/2019 2/18/2019 Polo/Rl San Marcos 240San Marcos, TX 209.96

Mittag, Jeremy 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Aqualsol Controllers IHouston, TX 461.31

Mittag, Jeremy 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Farmtek 8605281119, CT 637.7

Mittag, Jeremy 2/16/2019 2/18/2019 Amazon.Com Mi3k60050Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 116.91

Mittag, Jeremy 2/10/2019 2/11/2019 Int In  David Turnage 936-4196707, TX 590

1805.92

Moore, Sharon 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 127.68

Moore, Sharon 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Ds Services Standard C800-4928377, GA 25.55

Moore, Sharon 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 180.74

333.97

Moreno, Edis 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 2.54

Morgan, Cindy 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX -79.98

Murphy, Michael 2/21/2019 2/25/2019 Chick-Fil-A #03907 Spring, TX 177.8

Naquin, Leroy 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 7.9

Naquin, Leroy 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Officemax/Depot 6186Humble, TX 18.49

26.39

Neeley, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Courtyard Waco Waco, TX 203.87

Neeley, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Courtyard Waco Waco, TX 206.43

Neeley, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Courtyard Waco Waco, TX 201.16

Neeley, William 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Ninfas Mexican RestaurWaco, TX 21.09

Neeley, William 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 The Original Buzzard BWaco, TX 28.11

Neeley, William 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Shell Oil 575299438qpsCenterville, TX 10.37

Neeley, William 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Phil Baumann Paint AndHumble, TX 1669.98

Neeley, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Ram Products, Ltd. 8176165100, TX 63.38

Neeley, William 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Ram Products, Ltd. 8176165100, TX 182.55

2586.94

Nykaza, James 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 96.48

Nykaza, James 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Lexisnexis Risk Sol EpBoca Raton, FL 103.81

Nykaza, James 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Tdem Emergency Managem512-4242214, TX 200

Nykaza, James 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Hotel Contessa - HotelSan Antonio, TX 937.21

Nykaza, James 2/14/2019 2/14/2019 Tamu Parking Garage 4979-862-7945, TX 15

Nykaza, James 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Humble Sign Co. Humble, TX 1241.7

Nykaza, James 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Exxonmobil    47430764College Stati, TX 25

Nykaza, James 2/13/2019 2/13/2019 Tamu Parking Garage 4979-862-7945, TX 11

Nykaza, James 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Whataburger 1011 College Stati, TX 7.95

Nykaza, James 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 Arbys 1583 College Stati, TX 9.61

Nykaza, James 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Autozone #1472 Humble, TX 20.26

Nykaza, James 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 34.99

Nykaza, James 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Autozone #1472 Humble, TX 11.98

2714.99

Ortiz, Raul 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 81.55



Ortiz, Raul 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX -51

Ortiz, Raul 2/9/2019 2/11/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 19.96

Ortiz, Raul 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 87

Ortiz, Raul 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 74.63

Ortiz, Raul 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Iws Gas And Supply OfHumble, TX 19

231.14

Page, Jennifer 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Texas Municipal ClerksDenton, TX 50

Palla, Paula 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Apic 2024542641, VA 230

Pederson, Devin 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 Paypal  Trainingdiv 4029357733, TX 300

Peters, Richard 2/16/2019 2/18/2019 Ziprecruiter, Inc. 8557475493, CA 372.03

Peters, Richard 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Indeed 203-564-2400, CT 350

722.03

Phillips, Aimee 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Adobe  Creative Cloud8008336687, CA 52.99

Phillips, Aimee 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Hctra Ez Tag Rebill 281-8753279, TX 160

Phillips, Aimee 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mi0yl6ld1Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 41.2

Phillips, Aimee 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Payflow/Paypal 8888839770, NE 30

284.19

Pitts, Joshua 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Trout Tire & Trailer Porter, TX 15

Pitts, Joshua 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 9.7

Pitts, Joshua 2/18/2019 2/20/2019 Warrens Rock N MulchPorter, TX 588.75

Pitts, Joshua 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Warrens Rock N MulchPorter, TX 457.5

Pitts, Joshua 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 236.52

Pitts, Joshua 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 Warrens Rock N MulchPorter, TX 370

Pitts, Joshua 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 189.08

1866.55

Pocock, William 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 181.2

Pocock, William 2/19/2019 2/20/2019 Ewing Irrigation Prd 1Humble, TX 83.84

Pocock, William 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Ferguson Wtrwrks #29398448723857, TX 118.05

Pocock, William 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Wal-Mart #1837 Humble, TX 10.94

Pocock, William 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 93.6

Pocock, William 2/5/2019 2/7/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 64.02

551.65

Price, Charissa 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Fredpryor Careertrack800-5563012, KS 199

Rhodes, Victoria 2/25/2019 2/27/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 79.72

Rhodes, Victoria 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Dungarees Llc 5734432565, MO 209.98

Rhodes, Victoria 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 227.65

Rhodes, Victoria 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mi6cu50p1Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 17.98

Rhodes, Victoria 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 American Screen Graphi9368908473, TX 83.94

Rhodes, Victoria 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 American Screen Graphi9368908473, TX 119

Rhodes, Victoria 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Usps Po 4841900338Humble, TX 13.7

Rhodes, Victoria 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 Hobby-Lobby #0160 Humble, TX 100.5

Rhodes, Victoria 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mb2dp77o2Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 41.55

Rhodes, Victoria 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Otterbox/Lifeproof 9704938446, CO 6.48

Rhodes, Victoria 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 American Screen Graphi9368908473, TX 288

Rhodes, Victoria 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 American Screen GraphiKingwood, TX 60

Rhodes, Victoria 1/24/2019 2/4/2019 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 19.99

1268.49

Richard, Dale 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Apl Itunes.Com/Bill 866-712-7753, CA 0.99

Richard, Dale 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Ferguson Ent #2725 Humble, TX 21.36

Richard, Dale 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 M D N  Enterprises New Caney, TX 80

Richard, Dale 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Act Pipe And Supply St713-502-7425, TX 290

Richard, Dale 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Usps Po 4841900338Humble, TX 13.7

Richard, Dale 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Core & Main Lp 180 Houston, TX 2775

Richard, Dale 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 M D N  Enterprises New Caney, TX 508



Richard, Dale 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Act Pipe And Supply Ho713-937-0600, TX 1925

Richard, Dale 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Act Pipe And Supply Ho713-937-0600, TX 1590

Richard, Dale 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 M D N  Enterprises New Caney, TX 1139.65

Richard, Dale 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Hilti Inc 800-879-8000, OK 407.9

8751.6

Rodriguez, Jose 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 43.1

Rodriguez, Jose 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 108.09

Rodriguez, Jose 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 203.16

Rodriguez, Jose 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX -164

Rodriguez, Jose 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 502.65

Rodriguez, Jose 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 361.91

Rodriguez, Jose 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Astro Lock And Safe Humble, TX 45

Rodriguez, Jose 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 20.27

Rodriguez, Jose 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 4.93

Rodriguez, Jose 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 87.88

Rodriguez, Jose 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Wal-Mart #0744 Humble, TX 219.7

Rodriguez, Jose 2/6/2019 2/8/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 65.91

1498.6

Schultz, Jacob 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mi9yq76g0Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 353.7

Schultz, Jacob 2/26/2019 2/27/2019 Int In  K&S Sportswear281-8522918, TX 640

Schultz, Jacob 2/24/2019 2/25/2019 Amzn Mktp Us Mi1kc5hu1Amzn.Com/Bill, WA 139.9

Schultz, Jacob 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 149.88

Schultz, Jacob 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Texas Forklift Servi Houston, TX 859.04

Schultz, Jacob 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Texas Forklift Servi Houston, TX 707

Schultz, Jacob 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Texas Forklift Servi Houston, TX 500

Schultz, Jacob 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Hot'Z Power Wash Baytown, TX 175

Schultz, Jacob 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Hot'Z Power Wash Baytown, TX 300

Schultz, Jacob 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Binswanger Glass #102281-441-1740, TX 1375.7

Schultz, Jacob 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 B Dependable PlumbingCleveland, TX 157.5

Schultz, Jacob 2/8/2019 2/11/2019 Binswanger Glass #102281-441-1740, TX 259.71

Schultz, Jacob 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 16.54

Schultz, Jacob 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Tractor-Supply-Co #040Porter, TX 59.93

Schultz, Jacob 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 B Dependable PlumbingCleveland, TX 2828

Schultz, Jacob 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 B Dependable PlumbingCleveland, TX 185

8706.9

Schultz, Michael 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Napco Chemical Co Spring, TX 568.75

Simon, Melissa 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 59.97

Smith, Mark 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 190

Smith, Mark 2/4/2019 2/6/2019 Barnes & Noble #2152Humble, TX 204

394

Squier, Eric 1/30/2019 2/1/2019 Italianos Humble, TX 20.21

Stanford, Paul 2/15/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 60.72

Stanford, Paul 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 Galls Lexington, KY 209.97

270.69

Stuebe, Jason 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 Coa Parking Meters Austin, TX 3

Stuebe, Jason 2/13/2019 2/15/2019 The Lake Houston Area8008259171, MN -195

-192

Taska, Allison 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 I/O Solutions, Inc. Oak Brook, IL 126

Taska, Allison 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 135.26

Taska, Allison 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 232.45

Taska, Allison 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Fedex 785570793119Memphis, TN 43.72

Taska, Allison 2/14/2019 2/15/2019 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 22

Taska, Allison 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 I/O Solutions, Inc. Oak Brook, IL 88

Taska, Allison 2/11/2019 2/12/2019 Int In  Foxhoven Inc D281-6026894, TX 43.75

691.18



Thiem, Landon 2/10/2019 2/12/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.12

Thiem, Landon 2/10/2019 2/12/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 6.98

Thiem, Landon 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 30.47

Thiem, Landon 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 88.93

139.5

Tullos, Bradley 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 25.46

Tunningley, Noah 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Paypal  Trainingdiv 4029357733, TX 300

Tworek, John 2/20/2019 2/21/2019 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 22.97

Villa, Joel 2/21/2019 2/25/2019 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 79.94

Villa, Joel 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Psi Services Llc 8188476180, CA 64

Villa, Joel 2/20/2019 2/22/2019 Lansdowne - Moody Co,Houston, TX 1057.1

Villa, Joel 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Sams Club #6367 Humble, TX 40.32

Villa, Joel 2/14/2019 2/18/2019 The Home Depot 576Humble, TX 544.76

Villa, Joel 2/12/2019 2/13/2019 Sherwin Williams 70731Humble, TX 39.98

Villa, Joel 2/8/2019 2/12/2019 Industrial Disposal Su2102273441, TX 919.22

Villa, Joel 2/7/2019 2/11/2019 The Home Depot 6523Porter, TX 312.8

Villa, Joel 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 29.99

3088.11

Watkins, Wyatt 2/27/2019 2/28/2019 Pappas Bar-B-Q #666q80Humble, TX 21.33

Watkins, Wyatt 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 United    01624384367690800-932-2732, TX 394.6

Watkins, Wyatt 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 89.2

Watkins, Wyatt 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Humble Sign Co. Humble, TX 138.25

Watkins, Wyatt 1/31/2019 2/1/2019 Burns Controls Co 8004422010, TX 232.39

875.77

Watters, Matthew 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Tceq Epayment Austin, TX 111

Watters, Matthew 2/6/2019 2/6/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX 350

Watters, Matthew 2/6/2019 2/6/2019 Teex Ecommerce 979-458-6898, TX 400

861

Wooden, Jennifer 2/26/2019 2/28/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 48.73

Wooden, Jennifer 2/25/2019 2/26/2019 Paypal  Fromyouflow 4029357733, CT 150.37

Wooden, Jennifer 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 H-E-B #498 Humble, TX 46.92

Wooden, Jennifer 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Paypal  Slwhite36 4029357733, CA 250

Wooden, Jennifer 2/23/2019 2/25/2019 Michaels Stores 1159Humble, TX 53.47

Wooden, Jennifer 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 H-E-B #498 Humble, TX 30.19

Wooden, Jennifer 2/22/2019 2/26/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 68.5

Wooden, Jennifer 2/22/2019 2/25/2019 Adobe  Creative Cloud8008336687, CA 52.99

Wooden, Jennifer 2/21/2019 2/22/2019 Usps Po 4841900338Humble, TX 13.65

Wooden, Jennifer 2/18/2019 2/19/2019 Ds Services Standard C800-4928377, GA 85.1

Wooden, Jennifer 2/13/2019 2/14/2019 Houston First 832-487-7070, TX 12

Wooden, Jennifer 2/12/2019 2/14/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 9.45

Wooden, Jennifer 2/7/2019 2/8/2019 Paypal  In-Co 4029357733, TX 240

Wooden, Jennifer 2/6/2019 2/7/2019 Wedding Spot(5 Of 12 P4155917768, CA 400

Wooden, Jennifer 2/5/2019 2/6/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 5

Wooden, Jennifer 2/4/2019 2/5/2019 Eb Eventbrite Invoice8014137200, CA 444.72

Wooden, Jennifer 2/1/2019 2/4/2019 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 150.95

2062.04

Zavala, Sylvia 2/11/2019 2/13/2019 City Of Humble Ems Humble, TX 0.01
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Bill Filing Deadline Comes and Goes and 

Legislative Committees Ramp Up Their Work 
 

In the final three days before last week’s March 8 bill-filing deadline, Texas lawmakers went 

into their usual bill-filing frenzy.  The numbers were up from the 2017 session.  This time, they 

introduced roughly 2,400 bills and joint resolutions in the final three days.  About half of the 

city-related bills filed in those last three days are summarized in this edition.  The remaining 

ones will appear in next week’s edition. 

 

That brings the 60-day total to an unofficial 7,281 (around 500 more than the 2017 number and 

the second-highest in history).   If divided equally, the total means that legislators filed more than 

40 bills each.  There will be more:  legislators can still file bills if they can persuade their 

colleagues to suspend the rules on a bill-by-bill basis. 

 

Now is also the time in the legislative session that committee and floor action picks up.  City 

officials should look to the “Significant Committee and Floor Actions” sections of the 

Legislative Update each week to see which bills are moving or, in Capitol parlance, “have gotten 

legs.”  Those sections won’t include every bill that is moving through the process, but they will 

include the ones that are most detrimental to all cities. 

 

 

Legislators Seek to Cut Right-of-Way Compensation in Half: 

Testimony Needed Next Week 
 

Last session, small cell node legislation unconstitutionally capped city right-of-way rental fees.  

It is estimated that the legislation, over time, will cause cities to collectively lose hundreds of 

millions of dollars as companies roll out that new technology. 
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It gets much worse this session:  Cable companies are now seeking to eliminate existing rental 

fees.  Senate Bill 1152 by Hancock (the author of last session’s preemptive small cell bill) and 

H.B. 3535 by Phelan are the vehicles that would do so. They are written in a complex way, but 

the bottom line is that they allow a company to elect to pay either telephone franchise fees under 

the access line compensation system or cable franchise fees under the state-issued cable 

franchise system, but not both as they currently must. 

 

For example, if a cable company provides both telephone service and video service, it pays rental 

fees for both because it benefits financially from both by using public land for a private purpose.  

The bill would allow the company to simply choose to no longer pay the lesser of the two fees.  

 

To put the monetary loss in perspective, consider that right-of-way rental fees constitute – on 

average – around six percent of a city’s revenue.  In some cities, that percentage is much higher.  

The proposed legislation could cut that revenue almost in half.  For example, the City of Houston 

stands to lose up to $27 million annually, and the City of Dallas could lose almost $10 million 

annually.  

 

All cities should begin immediately to calculate what the fiscal impact would be to cancel the 

smaller of their cable and phone right-of-way-rental fee.   

 

These bills are very close behind revenue caps as some of the most detrimental bills filed this 

session, and the authors are motivated to pass them.  The time is right now for city officials to 

explain the impact of this issue to their legislators.   

 

Senate Bill 1152 has been set for a hearing in the Senate Business and Commerce 

Committee at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 19, in the Capitol Extension.  The hearing 

notice is available here.  City officials in cities that would be harmed by the bill should 

discuss with their legislators and plan to attend and testify. 
 

 

Senate Committee Votes Out 

Unconstitutional Eminent Domain Bill 
 

This week, the Senate State Affairs Committee voted out this session’s omnibus eminent domain 

reform bill, S.B. 421 (Kolkhorst).  The as-filed bill applied almost exclusively to gas pipelines, 

which rural landowners frequently allege to be eminent domain “abusers,”  though pipelines 

follow the same in-depth procedural rules as all other users of eminent domain. 

 

However, at a press release earlier this year, Senator Kolkhorst indicated that she would like all 

condemning entities included in her reform.  She made good on that promise this week, 

substituting a bill that applies to cities and other governmental entities after testimony was taken 

on the bill.   

 

The bill now provides that a city’s bona fide offer to acquire the property must include “an offer 

of compensation in an amount equal to or greater than 145 percent of the market value of the 

appraised value of the property.” 

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/schedules/pdf/C5102019031908001.PDF
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According to that provision, if an appraiser concludes that a parcel is worth $100,000, the city 

would have to offer $145,000 in its initial offer to the owner.  The proponent’s rationale is 

simple:  many property owners don’t want their land taken for any reason, so at the very least 

they should get more compensation. 

 

Paying more than property is worth is a policy question that’s debatable.  However, under the 

current Texas Constitution, cities flat-out can’t make the 145 percent offer.  Article III, Section 

52, provides that “the Legislature shall have no power to authorize any…city…to grant public 

money or thing of value in aid of, or to any individual, association or corporation whatsoever.”   

 

Translated, the provision means a city can’t pay more than the property is worth.  Doing so 

would be an unconstitutional gift.  The constitution can certainly be amended, but that requires 

approval by the voters. Until that happens, cities are bound by it. 

 

 

Significant Committee Actions 
 

Lemonade Stands and More:  H.B. 234 (Krause), relating to the local regulation of the sale of 

lemonade or other beverages by children.  Reported from the House Committee on State Affairs.  

As reported, the bill would preempt any type of municipal regulation over any non-alcoholic 

beverage sold by a child from a stand on private property, such as a farmer’s market.   

 

Required Information on Website:  H.B. 305 (Paul), relating to the requirement that a political 

subdivision with authority to impose a tax post certain information on an Internet website.  

Reported from the House Committee on State Affairs.  As reported, the bill would apply to a city 

that at any time on or after January 1, 2019, maintained a publicly accessible Internet website 

and require such a city to post the following on the site: (1) the city’s contact information, 

including a mailing address, telephone number, and e-mail address; (2) each elected officer; (3) 

each candidate for an elected office; (4) the date and location of the next election for officers; (5) 

the requirements and deadline for filing for candidacy of each elected office, which shall be 

continuously posted for at least one year before the election day for the office; (6) each notice of 

a meeting under the Open Meetings Act; and (7) each record of a meeting under the Public 

Information Act. 

 

Sales Tax for Property Tax Relief:  H.B. 705 (Geren), relating to the substitution of a local 

sales and use tax for maintenance and operations property taxes imposed by certain local 

governments. Reported from the House Committee on Ways and Means.  As reported, the bill 

would: (1) authorize a city or county to adopt an ordinance to increase the city’s sales and use tax 

by up to two percent provided the increase completely eliminates the city’s property tax; (2) 

authorize a qualifying city or county that imposes a supplemental sales and use tax to, by 

adoption of an ordinance or order, annually increase or reduce the rate of the tax, so long as the 

tax does not exceed two percent; (3) authorize a city or county that imposes the supplemental 

sales and use tax to, by adoption of an ordinance or order, abolish the tax if there is no 

outstanding debt secured by the tax; (4) provide that at least 20 percent of the registered voters of 

a city or county may petition the governing body of the city or county to call an election on the 
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question of adoption by the city or county of the supplemental sales and use tax above; and (5) 

provide that revenue from a supplemental sales and use tax is for the use and benefit of the city 

or county imposing the tax and may be used for any purpose for which the general funds of the 

city or county may be used.  

 

Eminent Domain:  S.B. 553 (Schwertner), relating to the acquisition of certain real property in 

conjunction with the acquisition of real property for a public use through eminent domain 

procedures.  Reported from the Senate State Affairs Committee.  As reported, a condemning 

entity that makes an initial offer that includes real property that the entity does not seek to 

acquire by condemnation shall in the initial offer: (1) separately identify the real property that the 

entity does not seek to acquire by condemnation; and (2) make an offer for the real property that 

the entity does not seek to acquire by condemnation separate from the offer made for the real 

property sought to be acquired by condemnation. 

 

Eminent Domain:  S.B. 554 (Schwertner), relating to establishing actual progress for the 

purposes of determining the right to repurchase real property from a condemning entity.  

Reported from the Senate State Affairs Committee.  As reported, the bill would, in relation 

tolling a property owner’s right of repurchase: (1) eliminate the following as elements 

establishing “actual progress” on a project: (a) the acquisition of a tract or parcel of real property 

adjacent to the property for the same public use project for which the owner’s property was 

acquired; or (b) for a governmental entity, the adoption by a majority of the entity's governing 

body at a public hearing of a development plan for a public use project that indicates that the 

entity will not complete more than one tolling action before the tenth anniversary of the date of 

acquisition of the property; and (2) require three of five remaining elements to be met to 

establish actual progress. 

 

 

TCEQ:  Free Phase II Workshops 
 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is offering free workshops for 

owners and operators of Phase II municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s).  (Most cities 

under 100,000 and located in an “urbanized area” as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau are 

required to obtain a Phase II permit from TCEQ.)  

 

These workshops will guide regulated cities as to preparing a stormwater management plan and 

provide insight on completing the required annual report.  Workshops will be held at the 

following locations: 

 

 Belton – Tues. April 2, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) 
Central Texas Council of Government 

2180 N Main Street 

Belton, TX 76513 

 San Marcos – Wed. April 17, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) 
San Marcos Activity Center 

501 E Hopkins Street 

San Marcos, TX 78666 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMzA4LjI4NjM0NDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMzA4LjI4NjM0NDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM1OTI0MCZlbWFpbGlkPXNob3VzdG9uQHRtbC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPXNob3VzdG9uQHRtbC5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&103&&&https://www.tceq.texas.gov/goto/phase2ms4
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 Dallas – Thur. April 25, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) 
Eco Park 

5215 Simpson Stuart Road 

Dallas, TX 75241  

 Houston – Tues. April 30, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) 
Trini Mendenhall Community Center 

1414 Wirt Road 

Houston, TX 77055  

 Weslaco – Tues. May 7, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (lunch on your own) 
Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council 

301 W Railroad Street 

Weslaco, TX 78596 

 

Seating is limited and is expected to fill up quickly. Those who register will be seated first; walk-

ins are not guaranteed a seat.  The workshop starts promptly at 9:00 a.m.  

 

The Stormwater Program and Small Business and Local Government Assistance staff will be 

available to answer questions. 

 

To register, visit the Free Workshops on Developing an MS4 Stormwater Management Plan or 

call 1-800-447-2827.  For more information, contact Brittany Crawford with TCEQ at 806-468-

0515. 

 

 

City Officials Testify 

 

When the legislature is in session, nothing compares to the effectiveness of city officials 

testifying at the Capitol. City officials who take the time to travel to Austin to speak out on 

important city issues should be applauded by us all. The League extends its thanks to all those 

who have vigilantly represented cities during this session.  If we missed your testimony let us 

know by an email to ford@tml.org, and we’ll recognize you in next week’s edition.   

 

The following officials testified in committee hearings held March 5 through March 11, plus late 

reports from March 4 hearings:  

 

 Karl Mooney, City of College Station 

 Bill Kelly, City of Houston 

 Skip Blancett, City of Salado 

 Shannon Sines, City of San Antonio 

 Christopher Mosley, City of Fort Worth 

 Karla Nieman, City of El Paso 

 Michael Ross, City of Corinth 

 LeeAnn Bunselmeyer, City of Corinth 

 Ramsey English Cantu, City of Eagle Pass 

 Jimmy Spivey, City of Richardson Police Department 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwMzA4LjI4NjM0NDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwMzA4LjI4NjM0NDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzM1OTI0MCZlbWFpbGlkPXNob3VzdG9uQHRtbC5vcmcmdXNlcmlkPXNob3VzdG9uQHRtbC5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&102&&&https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assistance/water/stormwater/ms4-stormwater-management-plan-workshops/free-workshops-on-developing-an-ms4-stormwater-management-plan
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 Paul Voelker, City of Richardson 

 Andrew Hawkes, City of Jacksonville 

 Jamie Dutton, City of Kermit 

 Greg Reininger, City of San Antonio 

 Jeff Weatherford, City of Houston 

 Ann Zadeh, City of Fort Worth 

 Micah Grau, City of Buda 

 Blake Neffendorf, City of Buda 

 Steve Kosub, San Antonio Water System 

 Shannon Miller, City of San Antonio 

 Greg Smith, City of Corpus Christi 

 Gloria McDonaldd, Town of Bartonville 

 Richard Boyer, City of The Colony 

 Esmeralda Pena Garcia, City of Houston 

 Mario Diaz, City of Houston 

 Debra Newkirk, City of Midway 

 John Bruce, City of Frisco 

 Ronnie Morris, City of Grand Prairie 

 Jimmy Perdue, City of North Richland Hills 

 Terence Holway, City of Plano Police Department 

 Jessica Anderson, City of Houston Police Department 

 Joel Rivera, City of Weslaco Police Department 

 Caleb Breshears, City of Victoria Police Department 

 Robert Parker, City of Baytown Police Department 

 Darvin Lynn Pearce, City of Aransas Pass Police Department 

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 
   

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 3 (Huberty) – Public School Finance: would make numerous changes to the system of 

school finance in Texas, including increasing the base funding per student to $6,030 and 

compressing school district property tax rates by four cents, thereby reducing recapture 

payments.  

 

H.B. 3234 (J. Gonzalez) – Property Tax Collection: would entitle an individual to defer 

collection of a tax imposed on the portion of the appraised value of the property the individual 

owns and occupies as the individual’s residence homestead that exceeds the sum of: (1) 105 

percent of the appraised value of the property for the preceding year; and (2) the market value of 

all new improvements to the property. (Companion bill is S.B. 1280 by West.) 

 

H.B. 3241 (Middleton) – Property Tax Appraisal: would, among other things: (1) provide that 

the chief appraiser has the burden of supporting an increase in the appraised value of property 



7 

 

from the preceding tax year, if the appraised value of property is lowered after a challenge in the 

preceding tax year; (2) provide that for a chief appraiser using the market data comparison 

method of appraisal to determine the market value of real property, a sale is not considered to be 

a comparable sale unless the sale occurred within 24 months of the date as of which the market 

value of the subject property is to be determined; and (3) provide that an appraisal office’s plan 

for periodic reappraisal shall provide for the reappraisal of all real and personal property in the 

district not more often than once every two years. 

 

H.B. 3243 (Murphy) – Property Tax Refunds: would, among other things: (1) require a 

collector or taxing unit required to deliver a refund to a person to send the refund to the person’s 

mailing address as listed on the appraisal roll; and (2) provide that if a person files a written 

request with the collector or taxing unit that a refund owed to the person be sent to a particular 

address, the collector or taxing unit shall send the refund to the address stated in the request. 

 

H.B. 3253 (Rodriguez) – Property Tax Circuit Breaker Study: would require the comptroller 

to conduct a study to examine circuit breaker programs as a means of expanding and protecting 

the homestead interests of low-income and moderate-income families. (Companion bill is S.B. 

1079 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3256 (Dean) – Appraisal Districts: would prohibit a person from being on the appraisal 

district board or employed by appraisal district if the person is an officer or employee of a taxing 

unit that participates in the appraisal district. 

 

H.B. 3348 (Guillen) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that land remains eligible for 

appraisal for property tax purposes as agricultural or open-space land if the Texas Animal Health 

Commission has established a temporary quarantine for ticks that applies to the land. 

 

H.B. 3358 (Sanford) – Property Tax Appraisal: would repeal the additional property taxes 

imposed as a result of certain changes in the use of certain land. (See H.J.R. 107, below.) 

 

H.B. 3406 (Rodriguez) – Property Tax Communications: would: (1) exempt from the 

prohibition on using public funds for political advertising an oral or written communication by 

an elected official of a political subdivision that advocates passage or defeat of a measure to 

adopt a property tax rate of the political subdivision at an election to approve a tax rate; and (2) 

would modify the verbal motion to adopt an ordinance setting a property tax rate that exceeds the 

effective tax rate to read as follows: “I move that a tax rate of (specify tax rate) be adopted, 

which will (insert increase/decrease) total property tax revenues in the (insert name of taxing 

jurisdiction) by (insert the dollar amount of increased property tax collections) and will (insert 

decrease/increase) the property taxes on the median valued homestead residence by $(insert the 

amount of the increase/decrease).” 

 

H.B. 3493 (Talarico) – Sales Price Disclosure: would, among other things: (1) generally 

provide that not later than the tenth day after the date the deed is recorded in the county real 

property records, the purchaser or grantee of commercial real property under a recorded deed 

conveying an interest in the real property shall file a signed sales price disclosure report with the 

chief appraiser of the appraisal district established for the county in which the property is 
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located; (2) authorize a chief appraiser to bring an action for an injunction to compel a person to 

comply with the requirements in (1), above; (3) provide that a sales price disclosure report field 

with a chief appraiser is confidential and not open to public inspection; and (4) authorize the 

chief appraiser to use information contained in a sales price disclosure report in determining the 

market value of commercial real property, but may not increase the market value of the real 

property described in the report solely on the basis of the information contained in the report. 

 

H.B. 3520 (Murphy) – Property Tax Exemption: would limit the calculation of a penalty that 

can be assessed against a property owner who files a late application for certain property tax 

exemptions and allocations to a maximum penalty of ten percent of the tax imposed with the 

exemption or allocation. (Companion bill is S.B. 1013 by Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 3822 (Darby) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that if the federal government, 

the state, or a political subdivision takes possession of taxable property under a possession and 

use agreement or pursuant to pending eminent domain-related litigation, the amount of the tax 

due on the property is calculated by multiplying the amount of taxes imposed on the property for 

the entire year by a fraction, the denominator of which is 365 and the numerator of which is the 

number of days that elapsed prior to the effective date of the possession and use agreement or the 

date the entity took possession pursuant to pending eminent domain-related litigation. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 2083 by Hinojosa.)  

 

H.B. 3844 (Smithee) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that certain property acquired 

by a charitable organization to provide low-income housing may qualify for an exemption up to 

the 10th anniversary of the date the organization acquires the property. (Companion bill is S.B. 

547 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3868 (Sanford) – Property Tax Appraisal: would, among other things, modify the 

appraisal for property tax purposes of tangible personal property held for sale at retail. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1143 by Hughes.)  

 

H.B. 3869 (Sanford) – Property Tax Appraisal: would modify the way that a retailer’s 

tangible personal property held for sale at retail is appraised for property tax purposes. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 411 by Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 3917 (Wray) – Property Tax Delinquency: would, among other things: (1) authorize a tax 

collector to adopt a written policy that requires payment of taxes, penalties, interest, attorney’s 

fees, court costs, and other costs and expenses, only with United States currency, a cashier’s 

check, or, under certain circumstances, a certified check; (2) provide that if a tax sale of the 

property subject to a petition to vacate a judgment has occurred, the court in which the petition is 

filed must conduct a hearing on the petition unless the purchaser of the property at the tax sale or 

from the taxing unit to which the property was bid off, as applicable, consents to the court’s 

granting of the petition; (3) authorize a tax sale for real or personal property; and (4) provide that 

the sale of personal property, including a manufactured home, may be conducted at the same 

place as the sale of real property or at the location of the personal property.   
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H.B. 4012 (Perez) – Pollution Control Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things: 

(1) require the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) to adopt by rule a list of 

property that is used wholly as a facility, device, or method for the control of air, water, or land 

pollution; (2) require TCEQ to consider whether property previously determined by the 

executive director to be used wholly for the control of air, water, or land pollution continues to 

be used wholly for that purpose based on changes in the use of the property or changes in 

environmental regulations; (3) require TCEQ to review the list at least once every five years; (4) 

provide that the fact that property is included on a list adopted by TCEQ and that the executive 

director determined  in a previous year that the property was used wholly as a facility, device, or 

method for the control of air, water, or land pollution does not preclude the chief appraiser from 

canceling the exemption if the chief appraiser determines that the facility, device, or method is 

no longer installed at the property or is no longer used wholly or partly for pollution control 

purposes; (5) provide that an exemption other than an exemption for property included on a list 

adopted by TCEQ under (1), above, expires at the end of the fifth tax year after the year in which 

the executive director issues a letter stating the executive director’s determination that the 

facility, device, or method is used wholly or partly to control pollution; and (6) provide that to 

continue to receive an exemption described by (5), above, after the fifth year, the person seeking 

to renew the exemption must file a new permit application or permit exemption request with the 

executive director and file a new application for the exemption with the chief appraiser. 

 

H.B. 4043 (Dominguez) – Property Tax Rate Following Disaster: would, among other things: 

(1) authorize the governing body of a taxing unit to adopt a tax rate that exceeds the rollback tax 

rate without being required to hold an election if any part of the taxing unit is located in an area 

declared a disaster area during the 2017 tax year or a subsequent tax year by the governor or by 

the president of the United States; and (2) provide that (1), above, applies to the tax rate adopted 

by the governing body of a taxing unit for the tax year in which the disaster is declared and for 

the following ten tax years.  

 

H.B. 4135 (Israel) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that a portion of the structure 

that is occupied as the individual’s principal residence, or a separate structure located on the 

same land as, and having common ownership with, the structure that is occupied as the 

individual’s principal residence, that is used for single-family short-term or long-term residential 

purpose, regardless of whether it generates rental income for the owner, is considered part of the 

residence homestead if: (1) there is only one such additional dwelling unit located on the 

property that constitutes the owner’s residence homestead; (2) the city or county in which the 

property is located has adopted a program to encourage the construction or addition of such 

additional dwelling units; and (3) the additional dwelling unit was constructed or added in 

compliance with the program to encourage the use of such dwelling units.    

 

H.B. 4139 (Capriglione) – Homestead Exemption: would: (1) authorize the governing body of 

a taxing unit to adopt a local option homestead exemption of a percentage of the appraised value 

of an individual’s residence homestead or of a fixed dollar amount; (2) provide that if the 

percentage set by the taxing unit produces an exemption in a tax year of less than $5,000, or of a 

greater dollar amount not to exceed $25,000 adopted by the governing body before July 1 of that 

tax year in the manner provided by law for official action by the body, the individual is entitled 

to an exemption of $5,000 or, if applicable, of the greater dollar amount adopted by the 
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governing body; and (3) provide that the percentage adopted by the taxing unit may not exceed 

30 percent. (See H.J.R. 129, below.) 

 

H.J.R 107 (Sanford) – Property Tax Appraisal: would amend the Texas Constitution to repeal 

the provision that subjects land designated for agricultural use to an additional tax when the land 

is diverted to a purpose other than agricultural use or sold. (See H.B. 3358, above.)  

 

H.J.R. 110 (Wilson) – Appraisal Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to authorize the 

legislature to provide that the appraised value of a residence homestead for property tax purposes 

is the market value of the property for the first year that the owner qualified the property for a 

homestead exemption, or if the owner purchased the property, the purchase price of the property.  

 

H.J.R. 111 (Wilson) – Delinquent Property Taxes: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that a residence homestead is not subject to seizure or sale for delinquent property taxes. 

 

H.J.R. 113 (K. King) – Public School Finance: would amend the Texas Constitution to: (1) 

require the state to pay at least 50 percent of the cost of maintaining and operating the public 

school system; and (2) prohibit the comptroller from certifying legislation containing an 

appropriation for public education unless the requirement in (1), above, is met.  

 

H.J.R. 129  (Capriglione) – Homestead Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the governing body of a political subdivision that adopts an exemption from property 

taxation of a percentage of the market value of an individual’s residence homestead to set the 

minimum dollar amount of the exemption to which an individual is entitled in a tax year. (See 

H.B. 4139, above.) 

 

S.B. 1520 (Campbell) – Property Tax Appeals: would provide that a property owner who has 

paid a portion of the property owner’s property taxes prior to the final determination of an appeal 

is liable for the penalties and interest on the additional tax included in the supplemental tax bill, 

but only if the tax is not paid by the delinquency date for the additional tax. (Companion bill is 

H.B. 861 by Anchia.) 

 

S.B. 1703 (Lucio) – Property Tax Delinquency: would authorize the governing body of a 

taxing unit to waive penalties and interest on a delinquent tax if the taxpayer submits evidence 

showing that at any time during the period beginning on the date of receipt of the tax bill and 

ending on the delinquency date, the taxpayer was a federal employee who was: (1) considered 

nonessential or otherwise furloughed during a federal government shutdown; or (2) working 

without pay during a federal government shutdown as a result of being considered essential or 

otherwise excepted from a furlough.   

 
S.B. 1772 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things:  

 

1. define “qualified property” for purposes of a property tax exemption under Section 2, 

below, to mean property that: (a) consists of tangible personal property used for the 

production of income or an improvement to real property; (b) is located in an area 

declared by the governor to be a disaster area following a disaster; (c) is at least 15 
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percent damaged by the disaster, as determined by the chief appraiser; and (d) for 

tangible personal property used for the production of income, is the subject of a rendition 

statement or property report filed by the property owner that demonstrates that the 

property had taxable situs in the disaster area for the tax year in which the disaster 

occurred;  

2. provide that a person is entitled to an exemption from taxation by a taxing unit of a 

portion of the appraised value of qualified property that the person owns in an amount 

determined by Section 4, below;  

3. upon receiving an application for the exemption, require the chief appraiser to determine 

whether any item of qualified property that is the subject of the application is at least 15 

percent damaged by the disaster and assign to each such item of qualified property a 

damage assessment rating of Level I, Level II, Level III, or Level IV, as appropriate;  

4. provide that the amount of the property tax exemption is determined by multiplying the 

appraised value, determined for the tax year in which the disaster occurred, by: (a) 15 

percent if the property is assigned a Level I damage assessment rating; (b) 30 percent if 

the property is assigned a Level II damage assessment rating; (c) 60 percent if the 

property is assigned a Level III damage assessment rating; or (d) 100 percent if the 

property is assigned a Level IV damage assessment rating;  

5. provide that, if a person qualifies for the exemption after the beginning of the tax year, 

the amount of the exemption is calculated by multiplying the amount determined under 

Section 4, above, by a fraction, the denominator of which is 365 and the numerator of 

which is the number of days remaining in the tax year after the day on which the 

governor first declares the area in which the person’s qualified property is located to be a 

disaster area;  

6. provide that, if a person qualifies for the exemption after the amount of the tax due on the 

qualified property is calculated and the effect of the qualification is to reduce the amount 

of the tax due on the property, the assessor for each taxing unit that has adopted the 

exemption shall recalculate the amount of the tax due on the property and correct the tax 

roll;  

 

7. provide that if the tax bill has been mailed and the tax on the property has not been paid, 

the assessor shall mail a corrected tax bill to the person in whose name the property is 

listed on the tax roll or to the person’s authorized agent;  

8. provide that if the tax on the property has been paid, the tax collector for the taxing unit 

shall refund to the person who paid the tax the amount by which the payment exceeded 

the tax due;  

9. provide that no interest is due on an amount refunded under Section 8, above;  

10. provide that the property tax exemption for property damaged in a disaster expires as to 

an item of qualified property on January 1 of the first tax year in which the property is 

reappraised; and   

11. repeal the existing state statute authorizing reappraisal of property damaged in a disaster 

area.  

 

(See S.J.R. 57, below.) 
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S.B. 1791 (Zaffirini) – Local Option Appraisal Cap: would, among other things, authorize the 

governing body of a taxing unit all or part of the territory of which is located in a qualifying 

county in which home prices are appreciating rapidly to provide that an appraisal office may 

increase the appraised value of a residence homestead located in a qualifying low-income area in 

the taxing unit to an amount not to exceed the lesser of: (1) the market value of the property for 

the most recent tax year that the market value was determined by the appraisal office; or (2) the 

sum of: (a) the greater of: (i) the percentage specified by the governing body, expressed as a 

decimal, multiplied by the appraised value of the property for the preceding tax year; or (ii) the 

amount computed by averaging the percentage increase, expressed as a decimal, in the 

unadjusted median value of the sales price of existing homes in each of the counties in this state 

for the preceding year as calculated by the United States Department of Housing and Urban 

Development and multiplying that amount by the appraised value of the property for the 

preceding tax year; (b) the appraised value of the property for the preceding tax year; and (c) the 

market value of all new improvements to the property. (See S.J.R. 58, below.) 

 

S.B. 1830 (Alvarado) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things, provide that, for 

the purpose of appraising certain nonexempt property used for low-income or moderate-income 

housing, the chief appraiser shall use the income method of appraisal, applied in such a way to 

link the annual change in the property’s valuation with the annual change in income of the 

property. (Companion bill is H.B. 2993 by Geren.) 

 

S.B. 1903 (Fallon) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt precious metals from property 

taxation if they are held in a commercial depository in the state. (See S.J.R. 62, below.) 

 

S.B. 1943 (Watson) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things: (1) require the 

comptroller to prepare and electronically publish a pamphlet that provides information to assist 

heir property owners in applying for a residence homestead exemption; and (2) provide that an 

heir property owner who qualifies heir property as the owner’s residence homestead is 

considered the sole owner of the property.  

 

S.B. 1962 (Zaffirini) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that the additional taxes 

imposed if the use of land appraised for property tax purposes as open-space land is changed do 

not apply to land located in a county with a population of less than 25,000.  

 

S.B. 1963 (Zaffirini) – Property Tax Appraisal: would: (1) provide that the production of 

fruits and vegetables is considered to be an “agricultural use” for purposes of appraisal of 

qualified open-space land; and (2) require the comptroller to establish appraisal guidelines for 

uncommon agricultural uses. 

 

S.B. 1986 (Creighton) – Appraisal Review Board: would, among other things, provide that an 

appraisal review board consists of three members elected by the voters of the county in which the 

district is established at the general election for state and county officers and serve two-year 

terms beginning on January 1 of odd-numbered years.  

 

S.B. 2060 (Menendez) – Notice of Appraised Value: would require the chief appraiser to 

include with a notice of appraised value a brief explanation of each tax preference that is 
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available to: (1) a disabled veteran or the veteran’s surviving spouse or child; (2) an individual 

who is 65 years of age or older or the individual’s surviving spouse; (3) an individual who is 

disabled or the individual’s surviving spouse; (4) the surviving spouse of a member of the armed 

services of the United States who is killed in action; or (5) the surviving spouse of a first 

responder who is killed or fatally injured in the line of duty. 

 

S.B. 2083 (Hinojosa) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that if the federal government, 

the state, or a political subdivision takes possession of taxable property under a possession and 

use agreement or pursuant to pending eminent domain-related litigation, the amount of the tax 

due on the property is calculated by multiplying the amount of taxes imposed on the property for 

the entire year by a fraction, the denominator of which is 365 and the numerator of which is the 

number of days that elapsed prior to the effective date of the possession and use agreement or the 

date the entity took possession pursuant to pending eminent domain-related litigation. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 3822 by Darby.)  

 

S.J.R. 57 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to provide that a person who owns property located in an area declared 

by the governor to be a disaster area is entitled to a temporary property tax exemption by a 

political subdivision of a portion of the appraised value of that property. (See S.B. 1772, above.) 

 

S.J.R. 58 (Zaffirini) – Local Option Appraisal Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to permit the governing body of a political subdivision in a county in 

which home prices are appreciating rapidly to adopt a local option appraisal cap on increases in 

the appraised value for purposes of property taxation by the political subdivision of residence 

homesteads in certain low-income areas. (See S.B. 1791, above.) 

 

S.J.R. 62 (Fallon) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation precious metals held in a depository in 

the state. (See S.B. 1903, above.) 

 

S.J.R. 63 (Lucio) – Property Tax Appraisal: would amend the Texas Constitution to prohibit 

an appraisal district or appraisal review board from requiring a property owner to pay a fee in 

connection with a protest filed by the owner. 

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 3386 (Geren) – Sales Tax Exemption: would provide that an amusement service is 

exclusively provided by a nonprofit corporation organized for the purpose of encouraging 

agriculture by the maintenance of public fairs and exhibitions of livestock if the service is 

provided at an approved venue project the principal use of which is for rodeos, livestock shows, 

equestrian events, agricultural expositions, county fairs, or similar events. 

 

H.B. 3491 (Cole) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt from sales and use taxes a taxable 

item used to assist a person with an intellectual or developmental disability with the activities of 

daily living. 
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H.B. 3787 (Sanford) – Sales Tax Exemption: would modify the application of sales taxes to 

certain property and services, including coin-operated machines, sale for resale of tangible 

personal property for the purpose of transferring the property to a governmental or charitable 

entity, and environment and conservation services. (Companion bill is S.B. 1525 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 4072 (Perez) – Street Maintenance Sales Tax: would alter the ballot proposition language 

for a street maintenance sales tax reauthorization election. 

 

H.B. 4073 (Perez) – Crime Control and Prevention District:  would provide that, after a failed 

continuation referendum or successful dissolution referendum of the crime control and 

prevention district, the district would dissolve, cease to exist, and the sales and use tax would be 

abolished on expiration of the period for which the district was authorized to impose taxes for 

district purposes pursuant to the last successful creation or continuation election. 
 

S.B. 1525 (Watson) – Sales Tax Exemption: would modify the application of sales taxes to 

certain property and services, including coin-operated machines, sale for resale of tangible 

personal property for the purpose of transferring the property to a governmental or charitable 

entity, and environment and conservation services. (Companion bill is H.B. 3787 by Sanford.) 

 

S.B. 1781 (Zaffirini) – Sales Tax Exemption: would, among other things, provide that natural 

gas delivered into the fuel supply tank of a motor vehicle is exempted from sales and use taxes. 

 

S.B. 1966 (Zaffirini) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt from sales and use taxes tangible 

personal property that will become an ingredient or component part of a motion picture, video, or 

audio master recording, a copy of which is sold or offered for ultimate sale, licensed, distributed, 

broadcast, or otherwise exhibited for consideration. (Companion bill is H.B. 3086 by Cole.)  

 

 

Purchasing 

 

H.B. 3362 (Hernandez) – Historically Underutilized Businesses: would, among other things, 

provide that persons with a disability as defined by the federal Americans with Disabilities Act 

are included in the state’s list of historically underutilized businesses. 

 

H.B. 3592 (Zweiner) – P3s: would: (1) add any information technology infrastructure, including 

broadband or telecommunications infrastructure, installed in a structure or facility owned by a 

governmental entity, to the list of “qualifying projects” under the state’s public/private 

partnership law; and (2) prohibit a governmental entity that utilizes the authority in (1) from 

competing with a private entity in providing telecommunications services. 

 

H.B. 3852 (Longoria) – Purchasing and Contracting: would: (1) provide that an officer or 

employee of a governmental entity who is engaged in official business may participate in the 

comptroller’s contract for travel services, and the comptroller may charge a related fee; (2) 

provide that the governmental entity in (1) must be a party to certain compact, interagency, or 

cooperative purchasing agreements; and (3) provide that a governmental entity may not award a 
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governmental contract to a nonresident bidder, unless the nonresident underbids the lowest bid 

submitted by a responsible resident bidder by an amount that is not less than the greater of the 

following: (a) the amount by which a resident bidder would be required to underbid the 

nonresident bidder to obtain a comparable contract in the state in which the nonresident’s 

principal place of business is located; or (b) the amount by which a resident bidder would be 

required to underbid the nonresident bidder to obtain a comparable contract in the state in which 

a majority of the manufacturing relating to the contract will be performed. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 1793 by Zaffirini.) 

 

H.B. 4024 (Romero) – Airport Contracting: would: (1) define an “entity” as one that has been 

determined by a federal court to have misappropriated intellectual property or trade secrets from 

an entity organized under local, state, or federal laws or is owned in whole or in part by, or is 

controlled by, or receives subsidies from the government of a country that: (a) is identified as a 

priority foreign country; or (b) is subject to monitoring by the United States trade representative; 

and (2) prohibit a local government or a person operating an airport on behalf of the local 

government from entering into a contract with an entity described by (1) for the acquisition, 

construction, improvement, or renovation of airport infrastructure or equipment, including a 

terminal, security system, or passenger boarding bridge, used at the airport or an associated air 

navigation facility. 

 

S.B. 1866 (Hinojosa) – Construction Defects: would: (1) define “contract” to mean a contract 

for the construction or repair of a road or highway of any number of lanes, with or without grade 

separation, owned or operated by a governmental entity, and any improvement, extension, or 

expansion to that road or highway, including: (a) an improvement to relieve traffic congestion 

and promote safety; (b) a bridge, tunnel, overpass, underpass, interchange, service road ramp, 

entrance plaza, approach, or tollhouse; and (c) a parking area or structure, rest stop, park, or 

other improvement or amenity the governmental entity considers necessary, useful, or beneficial 

for the operation of a road or highway; (2) provide that a contractor who enters into a contract as 

defined by (1) with a governmental entity is not civilly liable or otherwise responsible for the 

accuracy, adequacy, sufficiency, suitability, or feasibility of any project specifications and is not 

liable for any damage that is caused by: (a) a defect in those project specifications; or (b) the 

errors, omissions, or negligent acts of a governmental entity, or of a third party retained by a 

governmental entity under separate contract, in the rendition or conduct of professional duties 

arising out of or related to the project specifications; and (3) a covenant or promise in a contract 

governed by the bill is void and unenforceable to the extent it conflicts with (1).  

 

S.B. 1917 (Alvarado) – Prevailing Wages: would provide that: (1) the contractor who is 

awarded a contract by a public body or a subcontractor of the contractor: (a) shall pay not less 

than the rates determined under the prevailing wage law to a worker employed by it in the 

execution of the contract; and (b) may not improperly classify a worker employed by it in the 

execution of the contract as an independent contractor in order to avoid paying the worker under 

(1); (2) a public body awarding a contract shall specify the penalty provided for in the contract 

for a violation of (1); and (3) the public body shall audit a public work contract to ensure 

compliance with the bill.  (Companion bill is H.B. 28 by Romero.) 
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S.B. 1928 (Fallon) – Contracting: would: (1) define “claimant” to mean a party, including a 

plaintiff or third-party plaintiff, seeking recovery for damages, contribution, or indemnification; 

(2) provide that, in any action or arbitration proceeding for damages arising out of the provision 

of professional services by a licensed or registered professional, a claimant shall be required to 

file with the complaint an affidavit of a third-party licensed architect, licensed professional 

engineer, registered landscape architect, or registered professional land surveyor who: (a) is 

competent to testify; (b) holds the same professional license or registration as the defendant; and 

(c) practices in the area of practice of the defendant and offers testimony based on the person’s 

knowledge, skill, experience, education, training, and practice; and (3) provide for certain 

exceptions to (2).  (Companion bill is H.B. 2440 by Krause.) 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 3199 (Calanni) – Early Voting: would provide that a person desiring to cancel the 

person’s application for a ballot to be voted by mail may submit a request to do so by voting 

early by personal appearance or by appearing in person to vote on election day if: (1) the polling 

place at which the applicant seeks to vote by personal appearance uses a signature roster in the 

form of an electronic device that: (a) is capable of accurately indicating whether the applicant 

has returned a ballot to be voted by mail; and (b) provides information to the early voting clerk to 

ensure that any ballot canceled and subsequently received will not be counted; and (2) the early 

voting clerk, deputy early voting clerk, or presiding election judge, as applicable, determines 

from the signature roster that the applicant has not returned the applicant’s ballot to be voted by 

mail.  

 

H.B. 3200 (Calanni) – Early Voting: would, among other things: (1) provide that an application 

for a ballot to be voted by mail, including an application submitted by telephonic facsimile 

machine or electronic transmission, shall be considered to be submitted at the time of its receipt 

by the clerk; and (2) for an application submitted by telephonic facsimile machine or electronic 

transmission, require the early voting clerk to immediately respond in the format in which the 

application was submitted to: (a) confirm receipt of the transmission of the application; and (b) 

issue a statement that the applicant is required to submit the application by mail or common or 

contract carrier to the address of the early voting clerk by the deadline for returning a marked 

ballot.  

 

H.B. 3251 (Allen) – Early Voting: would: (1) provide that in making a signature verification 

determination, the signature verification committee may only determine whether the handwriting 

on the certificate and application indicates that the same person executed both signatures; and (2) 

prohibit the committee from determining that two signatures were not executed by the same 

person on the basis of which version of the same name the person was used, including: (a) the 

inclusion of a middle name or initial in one signature that is omitted in the other; (b) the use of a 

common nickname in one signature and a formal name in the other; or (c) a variation between 

the two signatures of the order of the person’s first, middle, and last name. 

 

H.B. 3313 (Romero, Jr.) – Early Voting Ballot Application: would provide, among other 

things, that an early voting ballot application shall include: (1) the applicant’s date of birth; and 
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(2) the following information: (a) the applicant’s Texas driver’s license number or personal 

identification card number; (b) if the applicant has not been issued a number described in (2)(a), 

the last four digits of the applicant’s social security number; or (c) a statement by the applicant 

that the applicant has not been issued a number described in (2)(a) or 2(b). 

 

H.B. 3346 (Bucy) – Provisional and Mail Ballots: would require: (1) the compilation of a list 

of the name and registration number of a voter who cast a provisional ballot because the voter 

did not meet the identification requirements; (2) that the early voting ballot board compile a list 

of voters who voted early by mail that includes: (a) the voter’s name; (b) the voter’s registration 

number; (c) whether the voter’s ballot by mail was received; (d) whether the signature 

verification committee has determined the signature is not the voter’s signature; and (e) whether 

the ballot by mail has been accepted or rejected by the early voting ballot board; and (3) that the 

lists in (1) and (2) be posted daily on the website of the governmental entity conducting the 

election. 

 

H.B. 3351 (Bucy) – Voting Priority: would provide that an election officer shall: (1) give a 

person with a mobility problem that substantially impairs a person’s ability to ambulate and who 

is offering to vote priority over others offering to vote at the polling place and who arrived 

before the person; and (2) post notice of the priority given to persons with a mobility problem 

that substantially impairs a person’s ability to ambulate at each entrance to a polling place where 

it can be read by persons waiting to vote.   

 

H.B. 3352 (Bucy) – Polling Place Parking: would provide that: (1) a parking space shall, at 

each polling place, be reserved for a voter unable to enter the polling place; (2) the parking space 

may not be a parking space designated specifically for persons with disabilities; and (3) the 

parking space must be clearly marked, with a sign, that it is for use by a voter who is unable to 

enter the polling place, and such sign must have a telephone number for a voter to request 

assistance from election officials at the polling place.  

 

H.B. 3354 (Bucy) – Accessible Absentee Mail System: would provide that: (1) a person who 

has a disability or a person who is a member of the armed forces of the United States, or such 

member’s spouse or dependent, may cast a ballot using an accessible absentee mail system; and 

(2) such accessible absentee mail system shall be an electronic system, including software, used 

for the sole purpose of enabling any voter, including a voter who has a disability, to mark the 

voter’s ballot and print and submit the ballot in the manner required by law for a ballot marked 

by a voter.  

 

H.B. 3376 (Klick) – Ballot Proposition Language: would, for an election held on certain 

measures and held by a political subdivision located primarily in a county with a population of 

more than 120,000: (1) require, not later than the 123rd day before an election, a political 

subdivision to submit to the regional presiding judge of the administrative judicial region that the 

political subdivision is located in: (a) the ballot proposition language; and (b) a brief statement 

on the purpose of the proposition; (2) provide that a political subdivision that is located in two or 

more administrative judicial regions may select the administrative judicial region to which the 

political subdivision submits the proposition language for review; (3) provide that a judge 

receiving a submission under (1) must appoint three judges from the administrative judicial 
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region to serve on a panel to review the ballot proposition language; (4) provide that, not later 

than the 45
th

 day after the receipt by the presiding judge of the ballot proposition language, the 

panel shall: (a) approve the ballot proposition language; or (b) disapprove the ballot proposition 

language and provide the political subdivision with rewritten ballot proposition language; (5) 

provide that if the panel finds the language of the proposition is clear and understandable to the 

average voter, the panel shall approve the language of the proposition for the ballot; (6) provide 

that if the panel finds the language of the proposition is not clear and understandable to the 

average voter, the language shall be disapproved and not be used on the ballot at the election, 

and the panel shall provide the political subdivision with rewritten ballot proposition language 

that is clear and understandable to the average voter for use in the election; and (7) provide that 

following the disapproval under (6), above, the political subdivision may: (a) hold the election 

with the rewritten ballot proposition language provided by the panel; or (b) submit revised ballot 

proposition language for approval by the panel. 

 

H.B. 3432 (Sanford) – Partisan City Elections: would provide that a candidate must declare a 

party affiliation to run for a city office. 

 

H.B. 3487 (Cole) – Early Voting: would provide that: (1) the early voting ballot board shall 

verify and count provisional ballots not later than the 10
th

 day after the date of an election; (2) 

the early voting ballot board shall determine whether to accept mail ballots not later than the 10
th

 

day after the date of an election; and (3) the presiding judge of the early voting ballot board shall 

deliver written notice of the reason for the rejection of a ballot to the voter at the residence 

address on the ballot application not later than the 10
th

 day after the local canvass. 

 

H.B. 3514 (Fierro) – Preferential Voting: would provide that: (1) the governing body of a city 

may authorize, by majority vote, the use of a preferential voting system for the election of an 

officer of the city; and (2) the system must allow a voter to rank each candidate for an office 

through a numerical designation from the candidate the voter favors most to the candidate the 

voter favors least. 

 

H.B. 3634 (Meza) – Election Precincts: would: (1) provide that the governing body of a 

political subdivision, other than a county, may establish the election precincts for an election 

ordered by an authority of the political subdivision; (2) provide that if a county precinct is 

divided to follow the city’s boundary, the city shall maintain the informational integrity of the 

county precincts by submitting, to the county elections office, the voter identification numbers of 

those who cast votes by county precinct as well as the election precinct that was created; and (3) 

require a political subdivision that changes its boundaries or the boundaries of districts used to 

elect members to the governing body of the political subdivision to, not later than the 30th day 

after the date the change is adopted, provide the voter registrar with a corresponding list of voters 

in each of the county precincts that were divided.  

 

H.B. 3667 (Toth) – Election Dates: would, among other things: (1) eliminate the May uniform 

election date; (2) require all bond elections be held on the November uniform election; and (3) 

require the governing bodies of all political subdivisions that hold their general election for 

officers on a date other than the November uniform election date to, not later than December 31, 

2019, change the date on which the political subdivision holds its general election for officers to 
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the November uniform election date in a manner that does not cause an officer’s term to exceed 

any applicable constitutional limits. 

 

H.B. 3686 (Middleton) – Voter Registration: would, among other things, provide that, not later 

than the 30
th

 day after receipt of an application for a limited ballot after changing county of 

residence, the early voting clerk shall notify the secretary of state that the voter has applied for a 

limited ballot. 

 

H.B. 3909 (Phelan) – Bond Propositions: would: (1) require each single specific purpose for 

which bonds requiring voter approval are to be issued to be printed on the ballot as a separate 

proposition; and (2) require a proposition seeking approval of the issuance of bonds to 

specifically include: (a) a plain language description of the single specific purpose for which the 

bonds are to be authorized, if approved; and (b) the rate of any tax that will be increased or 

imposed to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds. (Companion bill is S.B. 30 by 

Birdwell.) 

 

H.B. 3986 (Lang) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

officer commits a Class A misdemeanor if the officer knowingly permits a person to cast a vote 

in an election precinct other than the precinct in which the person resides; (2) shorten the period 

for early voting by personal appearance to the tenth day before election day through the day 

before election day; (3) require the election notice to state that a voter is only permitted to vote at 

the main early voting polling place if it is located within the voter’s election precinct; (4) for an 

election ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting by personal appearance at the main 

early voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on only one weekday (instead of 12 

hours on two weekdays under certain circumstances); (5) provide that the authority ordering an 

election may order early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling place to 

be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting period; (6) establish that removing 

a voting machine used for early voting from the polling place before the polls close on election 

day is a state jail felony; (7) require one or more early voting polling places other than the main 

early voting polling place to be established in each election precinct in the territory covered by 

an election; (8) provide that a temporary branch polling place may be located in a movable 

structure but may not change locations during the early voting period; (9) provide that early 

voting by personal appearance at each permanent or temporary branch polling place shall be 

conducted on the same days and during the same hours as voting is conducted at the main early 

voting polling place; (10) provide that, beginning on September 1, 2023, a voting system may 

not be used in an election unless the system: (a) uses a paper record; or (b) produces a paper 

receipt that can be used to verify the tabulation of electronic voting system results; and (11) 

generally provide that an election authority may not adopt a voting system that uses direct 

recording electronic voting machines. (Companion bill is S.B. 1602 by Hall.) 

 

H.B. 4048 (Klick) – Countywide Polling Place Program: would provide that the countywide 

polling place program applies only to a county with a population of less than 400,000.  

 

H.B. 4129 (Swanson) – Candidate Withdrawal: would provide that if a candidate files a 

withdrawal request after the prescribed deadline, but in compliance with other requirements, the 

authority responsible for preparing the ballot may choose to omit the candidate from the ballot if, 
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at the time of the request: (1) the ballots have not been prepared; and (2) if applicable, the public 

notice of the test of logic and accuracy has not been published. 

 

H.B. 4130 (Swanson) – Accepting Voters: would require the secretary of state to prescribe 

specific requirements and standards for the certification of an electronic device used to accept 

voters. 

 

S.B. 9 (Hughes) – Election Integrity: would make various changes in regard to elections, 

including:  

 

1. provide a five year statute of limitations for a felony offense under the Election Code;  

2. provide that Titles 1 through 4 of the Texas Penal Code apply to offenses prescribed by 

the Election Code;  

3. make it a Class B misdemeanor offense to impede a walkway, sidewalk, parking lot, or 

roadway within 1,000 feet of a polling place in a manner that hinders a person from 

entering;  

4. make it a state jail felony to unlawfully assist a voter in marking a ballot; 

5. provide that it is a defense to prosecution of an offense under the Election Code that a 

person employed by a law enforcement agency in the commission of the offense is 

engaged in: (a) the investigation or prosecution of a violation of the Election Code; or (b) 

official activities investigating a weakness in the electoral process; 

6. provide that an election officer is entitled to be present at the voting station when a voter 

is being assisted by a person who is not a family member, and is entitled to examine the 

ballot before it is deposited, but prohibit an election officer from being present at the 

voting station when a voter is preparing the voter’s ballot; 

7. require a person assisting a voter to provide certain information on a form prescribed by 

the secretary of state, which in some instances, must submitted to an election officer; 

8. make the statewide computerized voter registration list available to any election official 

responsible for compliance with the election laws, and require local officials to provide 

security measures to prevent unauthorized access to the list; 

9. require an automatic recount if the results of an election show the number of votes cast in 

an election precinct exceed the number of registered voters in the precinct; 

10. require risk-limiting audits for an election that occurs after August 31, 2025, and in which 

an auditable voting system (a voting system that uses a paper record or produces a paper 

receipt) is used; 

11. for an election that occurs after September 1, 2024, prohibit the use of a direct recording 

electronic voting machine unless the system is an auditable voting system (a voting 

system that uses a paper record or produces a paper receipt); 

12. provide that an authority that purchased a voting system that is not auditable after 

September 1, 2014, and before September 1, 2019, may use federal funding or available 

state funding to retrofit the system; and 

13. repeal current law that prohibits an entity that owns or controls a public building that is 

being used as a polling place from prohibiting electioneering on the building's premises 

outside of a 100 foot area. 

 



21 

 

S.B. 30 (Birdwell) – Bond Propositions: would: (1) require each single specific purpose for 

which bonds requiring voter approval are to be issued to be printed on the ballot as a separate 

proposition; and (2) require a proposition seeking approval of the issuance of bonds to 

specifically include: (a) a plain language description of the single specific purpose for which the 

bonds are to be authorized, if approved; and (b) the rate of any tax that will be increased or 

imposed to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds. (Companion bill is H.B. 3909 by 

Phelan.) 

 

S.B. 1568 (Fallon) – Organized Election Fraud: would provide that, in action by the attorney 

general, a person who engages in organized election fraud activity in connection with an election 

is liable to the state for civil penalties. 

 

S.B. 1601 (Hall) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

officer commits a Class A misdemeanor if the officer knowingly permits a person to cast a vote 

in an election precinct other than the precinct in which the person resides; (2) shorten the period 

for early voting by personal appearance to the 10
th

 day before election day through the day 

before election day; (3) require the election notice to state that a voter is only permitted to vote at 

the main early voting polling place if it is located within the voter’s election precinct; (4) for an 

election ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting by personal appearance at the main 

early voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on only one weekday (instead of 12 

hours on two weekdays under certain circumstances); (5) provide that the authority ordering an 

election may order early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling place to 

be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting period; (6) establish that removing 

a voting machine used for early voting from the polling place before the polls close on election 

day is a state jail felony; (7) require one or more early voting polling places, other than the main 

early voting polling place, be established in each election precinct in the territory covered by an 

election; (8) provide that a temporary branch polling place may be located in a movable structure 

but may not change locations during the early voting period; and (9) provide that early voting by 

personal appearance at each permanent or temporary branch polling place shall be conducted on 

the same days and during the same hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting polling 

place. 

 

S.B. 1602 (Hall) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

officer commits a Class A misdemeanor if the officer knowingly permits a person to cast a vote 

in an election precinct other than the precinct in which the person resides; (2) shorten the period 

for early voting by personal appearance to the 10th day before election day through the day 

before election day; (3) require the election notice to state that a voter is only permitted to vote at 

the main early voting polling place if it is located within the voter’s election precinct; (4) for an 

election ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting by personal appearance at the main 

early voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on only one weekday (instead of 12 

hours on two weekdays under certain circumstances); (5) provide that the authority ordering an 

election may order early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling place to 

be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting period; (6) establish that removing 

a voting machine used for early voting from the polling place before the polls close on election 

day is a state jail felony; (7) require one or more early voting polling places, other than the main 

early voting polling place, be established in each election precinct in the territory covered by an 
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election; (8) provide that a temporary branch polling place may be located in a movable structure 

but may not change locations during the early voting period; (9) provide that early voting by 

personal appearance at each permanent or temporary branch polling place shall be conducted on 

the same days and during the same hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting polling 

place; (10) provide that, beginning on September 1, 2023, a voting system may not be used in an 

election unless the system: (a) uses a paper record; or (b) produces a paper receipt that can be 

used to verify the tabulation of electronic voting system results; and (11) generally provide that 

an election authority may not adopt a voting system that uses direct recording electronic voting 

machines. (Companion bill is H.B. 3986 by Lang.) 

 

S.B. 1603 (Hall) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

officer commits a state jail felony if the officer intentionally indicates a reason for a person 

voting a provisional ballot other than the actual reason; (2) provide that an election officer 

commits a state jail felony if the officer accepts a voter for voting under the regular procedure for 

accepting a voter if the voter is only permitted to vote a provisional ballot; (3) provide that an 

election officer commits a state jail felony if the officer knowingly accepts or permits the same 

person to vote more than one ballot in the same election; (4) provide that a person commits a 

state jail felony if the person knowingly provides assistance, or offers to provide assistance, to a 

voter who has not requested assistance, indicated that the person is eligible for assistance, or 

selected the person to assist the voter; (5) shorten the period for early voting by personal 

appearance to the 10th day before election day through the day before election day; (6) require 

an election notice state that a voter is only permitted to vote at the main early voting polling 

place if the main early voting polling place is located within the voter’s election precinct; (7) for 

an election ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting by personal appearance at the 

main early voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on only one weekday (instead of 

12 hours on two weekdays under certain circumstances); (8) provide that the authority ordering 

an election may order early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling place 

to be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting period; (9) establish that 

removing a voting machine used for early voting from the polling place before the polls close on 

election day is a state jail felony; (10) provide that early voting by personal appearance at each 

permanent or temporary branch polling place shall be conducted on the same days and during the 

same hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting polling place; and (11) provide that a 

member of an early voting ballot board commits a state jail felony if the person accepts an early 

voting ballot voted by mail until after all ballots cast in person for the election have been 

counted.    

 

S.B. 1604 (Hall) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

officer commits a Class A misdemeanor if the officer knowingly permits a person to cast a vote 

in an election precinct other than the precinct in which the person resides; (2) shorten the period 

for early voting by personal appearance to the 10th day before election day through the day 

before election day; (3) require an election notice to state that a voter is only permitted to vote at 

the main early voting polling place if the main early voting polling place is located within the 

voter’s election precinct; (4) for an election ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting 

by personal appearance at the main early voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on 

only one weekday (instead of 12 hours on two weekdays under certain circumstances); (5) 

provide that the authority ordering an election may order early voting by personal appearance at 
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the main early voting polling place be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting 

period; and (6) require one or more early voting polling places, other than the main early voting 

polling place, to be established in each election precinct in the territory covered by an election. 

 

S.B. 1605 (Hall) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) authorize the signature 

verification committee to compare the signatures on the carrier envelope certificate and ballot 

application with any known signature of the voter on file with the county clerk or voter registrar 

to determine whether the signatures are those of the voter; (2) provide that an early voting ballot 

voted by mail may be accepted only if the person determining whether to accept the ballot has 

confirmed that the voter did not cast a ballot in person for the election; (3) provide that a member 

of an early voting ballot board commits a state jail felony if the person accepts an early voting 

ballot voted by mail until after all ballots cast in person for the election have been counted; (4) 

require ballots voted by mail to be tabulated separately from the ballots voted by personal 

appearance and shall be separately reported on the returns; (5) require the early voting electronic 

system ballots counted at a central counting station, the ballots cast at precinct polling places, 

and the ballots voted by mail to be tabulated separately and separately reported on the returns; 

(6) provide that if the list of registered voters for the precinct is electronic, a paper copy must be 

kept at the polling place and must be used to accept voters if the electronic copy malfunctions; 

(7) provide that an election officer commits a state jail felony if the officer intentionally indicates 

a reason for a person voting a provisional ballot other than the actual reason on a provisional 

voting affidavit; (8) provide that an election officer commits a state jail felony if the officer 

accepts a voter for voting under the regular procedure for accepting a voter if the voter is only 

permitted to vote a provisional ballot; (9) provide that an election officer commits a state jail 

felony if the officer knowingly accepts or permits the same person to vote more than one ballot 

in the same election; (10) provide that a person commits a state jail felony if the person 

knowingly provides assistance, or offers to provide assistance, to a voter who has not requested 

assistance, indicated that the person is eligible for assistance, or selected the person to assist the 

voter; (11) provide that, beginning on September 1, 2023, a voting system may not be used in an 

election unless the system: (a) uses a paper record; or (b) produces a paper receipt that can be 

used to verify the tabulation of electronic voting system results; and (12) generally provide that 

an election authority may not adopt a voting system that uses direct recording electronic voting 

machines. 

 

S.B. 1609 (Hall) – Election Contests: would provide that in an election contest for which the 

district court has jurisdiction, the election contest shall have precedence in the court, and the 

court shall, to the extent reasonably possible, ensure that the contest is brought to final 

disposition before the expiration of the term of the contested office.  

 

S.B. 1613 (Hall) – Turnout Requirements for Certain Elections: would provide that: (1) the 

bill does not apply to an election held on the November election date of even-numbered years; 

and (2) an election by a political subdivision to authorize the issuance of bonds or a tax increase 

has no effect regarding the issuance of the bonds or the tax increase unless more than 25 percent 

of the registered voters of the political subdivision in which the election is held whose 

registrations are effective on the date of the election vote in the election in which the bond or tax 

proposition is on the ballot. 
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S.B. 1638 (Zaffirini) – Early Voting: would, among other things: (1) authorize the signature 

verification committee to compare the signatures on each carrier envelope and ballot application 

with: (a) any two or more signatures of the voter made within the preceding six years and on file 

with the county clerk or voter registrar to determine whether the signatures are those of the voter; 

or (b) the signatures on other carrier envelope certificates received for the same election to 

determine whether the same voter cast more than one ballot by mail; (2) require the early voting 

ballot board to place the ballot envelope containing an accepted ballot in a separate ballot box 

from the ballot box containing the early voting ballots voted by personal appearance; (3) require 

the early voting votes cast by personal appearance to be tabulated separately from the early 

voting votes cast by mail and be separately reported on the returns; (4) require the early voting 

clerk’s report of the total number of early voting votes for each candidate or measure by election 

precinct to reflect the total for votes by mail and the total for votes by personal appearance; and 

(5) require the early voting ballots voted by mail to be preserved in a separate container from 

early voting ballots cast by personal appearance. 

 

S.B. 1926 (Fallon) – Voter Identification: would, among other things: (1) authorize an election 

officer to make photographic evidence of the voter’s identification documentation before 

returning it to the voter; (2) require an election officer indicate on the envelope in which the 

voter’s provisional ballot is placed that the voter was accepted for voting because the voter 

executed an affidavit swearing the voter has a reasonable impediment to meeting the 

identification requirement; (3) require an election officer to orally notify the voter that the voter 

may be prosecuted for a crime if the voter’s claims are not true or the voter has been issued a 

valid form of identification; and (4) provide that, if the early voting ballot board determines that 

a voter who was accepted for voting because the voter executed an affidavit swearing the voter 

has a reasonable impediment to meeting the identification requirement and cast a provisional 

ballot has been issued valid identification, the board shall notify the county or district attorney 

and the attorney general for prosecution. 

 

 

Open Government 

 

H.B. 3175 (Deshotel) – Public Information: would provide that: (1) the following information 

that is maintained by a governmental body is confidential and not subject to release under the 

Public Information Act: (a) the name, social security number, house number, street name, and 

telephone number of an individual or household that applies for state or federal disaster recovery 

funds; and (b) any other information the disclosure of which would identify or tend to identify an 

individual or household that applies for state or federal disaster recovery funds; and (2) the street 

name of and the amount of disaster recovery funds awarded to an individual or household are not 

confidential after the date on which the disaster funds are awarded to the individual or 

household. 

 

H.B. 3457 (Smithee) – Attorney Fees: would provide that: (1) in a writ of mandamus, 

declaratory judgment or injunctive relief lawsuit concerning the public information act, a 

plaintiff has substantially prevailed if the plaintiff has obtained relief through either: (a) a judicial 

order, or an enforceable written agreement or consent decree; or (b) a voluntary or unilateral 

change in position by the governmental body; and (2) a requester who intervenes in a suit by a 
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governmental body and seeks mandamus shall be subject to the standard for recovery of cost of 

litigation and attorney fees. 

 

H.B. 3519 (Allison) – Patient Information: would allow a physician or certain medical 

professional to disclose confidential patient information in certain situations to certain 

governmental agencies or to certain persons if the physician or professional, in good faith, 

believes that disclosure is necessary to prevent or mitigate a serious and imminent threat to the 

health and safety of a person or the public. 

 

H.B. 3631 (Bailes) – E-mail Addresses: would not allow e-mail addresses provided to a 

governmental body by an applicant for or holder of a license issued by a state agency to be 

withheld under the Public Information Act. 

 

H.B. 3697 (Toth) – Open Meetings Act: would provide that: (1) a member of a governmental 

body commits an offense if the member, outside of a meeting, knowingly engages, directly or 

indirectly, in a series of verbal or written communications with other members of the 

governmental body without a quorum present regarding a tacit or explicit agreement to act 

uniformly in sufficient number to constitute a quorum concerning: (a) an issue within the 

jurisdiction of the governmental body; or (b) any public business; and (2) if the member, outside 

of a meeting, knowingly engages in conduct intended to learn or affect the votes of other 

members of the governmental body, directly or indirectly, in sufficient numbers to constitute a 

quorum, concerning an issue within the jurisdiction of the governmental body or any public 

business.   (Note: this bill attempts to overturn a recent Court of Criminal Appeals opinion 

in Doyal v. State, which found the existing statute unconstitutional.) 

 

H.B. 3752 (Walle) – Disasters: would provide, among other things and in relation to the Open 

Meetings Act and Public Information Act during a time of disaster, that: 

 

1. in an emergency or when there is an urgent public necessity, the notice of a meeting to 

deliberate or take action on the emergency or urgent public necessity, or the supplemental 

notice to add the deliberation or taking of action on the emergency or urgent public 

necessity as an item to the agenda for a meeting, is sufficient if the notice or 

supplemental notice is posted for at least one hour before the meeting is convened; 

2. a governmental body may not deliberate or take action on a matter at a meeting for which 

notice or supplemental notice is posted under (1), other than: (a) a matter directly related 

to responding to the emergency or urgent public necessity identified in the notice or 

supplemental notice of the meeting; or (b) an agenda item listed on a notice of the 

meeting before the supplemental notice was posted; 

3. an emergency or an urgent public necessity exists only if immediate action is required of 

a governmental body because of: (a) an imminent threat to public health and safety, 

including a threat described by (b) if imminent; or (b) a reasonably unforeseeable 

situation, including: (i) fire, flood, earthquake, hurricane, tornado, or wind, rain, or snow 

storm; (ii) power failure, transportation failure, or interruption of communication 

facilities; (iii) epidemic; or (iv) riot, civil disturbance, enemy attack, or other actual or 

threatened act of lawlessness or violence; 
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4. a city no longer has to provide notice of an emergency meeting or supplemental notice of 

an emergency item added to the agenda of a meeting for a disaster to the news media; 

5. the attorney general may bring an action in Travis County by mandamus or injunction to 

stop, prevent, or reverse a violation or threatened violation of (b) by members of a 

governmental body, but it is an affirmative defense to prosecution that the member or 

group of members met in numbers less than a quorum to deliberate or take action on a 

matter directly related to responding to an emergency or urgent public necessity; 

6. the requirements of the Public Information Act do not apply to a governmental body 

during a “suspension period” determined by the governmental body, if the governmental 

body adopts a resolution finding that the governmental body is currently impacted by a 

catastrophe and complies with the requirements of the bill; 

7. a governmental body that elects to suspend the applicability of the requirements of the 

PIA to the governmental body must submit notice to the office of the attorney general on 

a form prescribed by that office that the governmental body is currently impacted by a 

catastrophe and has elected to suspend the applicability of those requirements during the 

initial suspension period determined under (6); 

8. a governmental body may suspend the applicability of the requirements of the PIA to the 

governmental body for an initial suspension period of seven days and extend for up to 

seven days. 

9. a number of procedural provisions apply to the suspension; and  

10. the office of the attorney general shall continuously post on the Internet website of the 

office each notice submitted to the office from the date the office receives the notice until 

the first anniversary of that date. 

 

H.B. 4213 (Rodriguez) – Electronic Information: would: (1) prohibit a governmental body 

from refusing to provide electronic public information on the grounds that exporting the 

information or redacting the information requires inputting certain commands or instructions into 

the computer system if those commands or instructions can be executed with software used by 

the governmental body in the ordinary course of business; (2) allow a requestor to ask for 

electronic public information in the format maintained by the governmental body, or in a 

standard export format if the governmental body’s computer programs support exporting 

information in that format, and require the governmental body provide the information in the 

requested format; (3) prohibit a governmental body from entering into a contract for the creation 

or maintenance of electronic public information that impairs the public’s ability to inspect or 

copy the information; and (4) make the requirements in (1)-(3) applicable to information for 

which a third party is the custodian for the governmental body. (Companion bill is S.B. 1317 by 

Johnson.) 

 

H.B. 4236 (Anderson) - Body Worn Camera Recordings: would: (1) allow a law enforcement 

agency to permit a person who is depicted in a body worn camera recording that documents the 

use of deadly force by a peace officer or otherwise related to an administrative or criminal 

investigation of an officer, or if the person is deceased, the person’s authorizes representative, to 

view the recording, provided that the law enforcement agency determines that the viewing 

furthers a law enforcement purpose and the representative was not a witness to the incident; (2) 

require a law enforcement agency that allows the viewing to allow a viewing of the full and 

unedited recording covering the duration of the incident and to not redact the recording; and (3) 
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prohibit the person viewing the recording from duplicating the recording or capturing video or 

audio from the recording. (Companion bill is S.B. 973 by Birdwell.) 

 

H.B. 4390 (Capriglione) – Personal Identifying Information: would: (1) define “personal 

identifying information”; and (2) prohibit a governmental entity from selling or offering to sell 

personal identifying information that is (a) unique genetic information; (b) precise geolocation 

data; or (c) unique biometric information, including a fingerprint, voice print, retina or iris 

image, or any other unique physical representation. 

 

S.B. 1640 (Watson) – Open Meetings Act/Criminal Conspiracy: would provide that a member 

of a governmental body commits an offense if: (1) the member knowingly engages in at least one 

among a series of communications that each occur outside of an open meeting concerning any 

public business of the governmental body where individual communications are among fewer 

than a quorum of members; and (2) the member knew at the time the member engaged in the 

series of communications that the series: (a) involved or would involve a quorum; and (b) would 

constitute a deliberation in violation of the Open Meetings Act if the series of communications 

had occurred in a single instance among every member involved in the series.  (Note:  this bill 

attempts to overturn a recent Court of Criminal Appeals opinion in Doyal v. State, which found 

the existing statute unconstitutional.) (Companion bill is H.B. 3402 by Phelan.)  

 

S.B. 1670 (Taylor) – Public Information: would make information maintained by a 

governmental body that related to a background investigation of an applicant for a peace officer 

or firefighter position with the governmental body confidential under the Public Information Act 

id the information is obtained from another person and concerns the character or suitability of the 

applicant to be a peace officer or firefighter. 

 

S.B. 1688 (West) – Public Information: would provide that: (1) under the litigation exception 

of the Public Information Act (PIA), litigation is considered reasonably anticipated only if a 

person with an alleged claim, or that person’s attorney, has : (a) threatened in writing to take 

legal action against the governmental body; or (b) made a written demand for compensation as a 

result of an alleged claim against the governmental body; and (2) under the criminal 

investigation and prosecution exception of the PIA, (a) information that deals with the detection, 

investigation, or prosecution of crime; or (b) internal record or notation of a law enforcement 

agency that are only in relation to an investigation that did not result in conviction or deferred 

adjudication is not excepted under this exception if the governmental body receives a written 

request for this information that is made by: (i) a person who is the subject of the information, 

record or notation; or (ii) if the person described in (i) is deceased, the person’s spouse, child, or 

parent, an administrator of the person’s estate, or any of their attorneys. 

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 3158 (Raymond) – Advance Directives: would remove the provision that requires the 

patient to be responsible for any costs incurred in transferring the patient to another facility if the 

patient, or the person responsible for the health care decisions of the patient, requests life-



28 

 

sustaining treatment and the attending physician and the ethics or medical committee consider 

the life-sustaining treatment medically inappropriate. 

 

H.B. 3163 (Springer) – Accessible Parking Spaces: would provide, among other things, that: 

(1) if an accessible parking space provided is paved: (a) the international symbol of access must 

be painted on the parking space; and (b) the words “NO PARKING” shall be painted on any 

access aisle adjacent to the parking space; and (2) a sign identifying an accessible parking space 

shall include a statement regarding the potential consequences of illegally parking a vehicle in 

the space, including the towing of the vehicle or the assessment of a fine or other penalty against 

the vehicle owner or operator. 

 

H.B. 3172 (Krause) – Religious Beliefs: would, in regard to a person’s religious beliefs and 

moral convictions, including beliefs and convictions regarding marriage:  

 

1. provide that, notwithstanding any other law, a governmental entity may not take any 

adverse action against any person based wholly or partly on a person’s belief or action in 

accordance with the person’s sincerely held religious belief or moral conviction, 

including beliefs or convictions regarding marriage;  

2. define “adverse action” in (1) to mean any action taken by a governmental entity to: (a) 

withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or otherwise deny any grant, contract, subcontract, 

cooperative agreement, loan, scholarship, license, registration, accreditation, 

employment, or other similar status for or to a person; (b) withhold, reduce, exclude, 

terminate, or otherwise deny any benefit provided under a benefit program from or to a 

person; (c) alter in any way the tax treatment of a person; (d) cause any tax, penalty, or 

payment assessment against a person, or deny, delay, or revoke a tax exemption of a 

person; (e) disallow a tax deduction for any charitable contribution made to or by a 

person; (f) deny admission to, equal treatment in, or eligibility for a degree from an 

educational program or institution to a person; or (g) withhold, reduce, exclude, 

terminate, or otherwise deny access to a property, educational institution, speech forum, 

or charitable fund-raising campaign from or to a person;  

3. except from the term “person” in (1): (a) an employee acting within the scope of 

employment; (b) a contractor acting within the scope of a contract; or (c) an individual or 

a medical or residential custodial health care facility while the individual or facility is 

providing medically necessary services to prevent another’s death or imminent serious 

physical injury;  

4. allow a person in (1) to: (a) assert an actual or threatened violation as a claim or defense 

in a judicial or administrative proceeding, and obtain compensatory damages, injunctive 

relief, declaratory relief, and any other appropriate relief, including reasonable attorney’s 

fees; and (b) commence an action regardless of whether the person has sought or 

exhausted available administrative remedies; 

5. provide that sovereign and governmental immunity is waived and abolished to the extent 

a governmental entity is liable for a violation of the prohibition described in (1); 

6. authorize the attorney general to bring an action for injunctive or declaratory relief 

against a governmental entity, officer, or employee to enforce the prohibition in (1), and 

allow the attorney general to recover reasonable expenses, including court costs, 
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reasonable attorney’s fees, reasonable investigative costs, witness fees, and deposition 

expenses; and 

7. provide that the bill may not be construed to preempt a state or federal law that is equally 

or more protective of the free exercise of religious beliefs and moral convictions of a 

person, or to narrow the meaning or application of a state or federal law protecting the 

free exercise of religious beliefs and moral convictions of a person.  

 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1978 by Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 3213 (Collier) – Major Events Reimbursement Program: would add a world-renowned 

exhibition or festival that is recognized by the International World Exhibition and Festival 

Organization to the list of events eligible for funding under the Major Events Reimbursement 

Program. (Companion bill is S.B. 1270 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3298 (Dutton) – Tax Preferences: would: (1) require a select commission to review all 

state and local “tax preferences” and develop a review schedule under which tax preferences are 

reviewed once during each six-year period; (2) require the commission in (1) to file a final report 

on tax preferences to the governor and the presiding officers of the Senate Finance Committee 

and the House Ways and Means Committee not later than September 1 of each even-numbered 

year; (3) provide that a tax preference included in a final report under (2) expires on the second 

anniversary of the date the final report is filed, unless reauthorized by law; and (4) provide that 

each tax preference enacted by the legislature that becomes law on or after September 1, 2020, 

expires six years after the date it takes effect, unless the legislature provides an earlier or later 

expiration date. (See H.J.R. 106, below.) 

 

H.B. 3364 (Springer) – Sales Tax on E-Cigarettes: would provide that an additional state sales 

tax of five percent is imposed on each milliliter or fractional part of a milliliter of vapor product 

sold in this state. 

 

H.B. 3371 (Darby) – Battery-Charged Fences: would provide that a city or county may not: 

(1) adopt or enforce an ordinance, order, or regulation that requires a permit for the installation 

or use of certain battery-charged fences; (2) impose installation or operational requirements for 

certain battery-charged fences that are inconsistent with the standards in the bill; or (3) prohibit 

the installation or use of certain battery-charged fences.   

 

H.B. 3380 (J. Johnson) – Tax Increment Financing: would: (1) authorize tax increment 

revenue to be used for the costs associated with improvements to fire and police stations; (2) 

prohibit a city from designating an area as a reinvestment zone unless the area includes: (a) 

police stations that, in the aggregate, serve a majority of the area included in the reinvestment 

zone; and (b) fire stations that, in the aggregate, serve a majority of the area included in the zone; 

and (3) require a project plan for a reinvestment zone to include a plan for making any necessary 

improvements to the public safety infrastructure in the zone. 

 

H.B. 3381 (J. Johnson) – Day-Care Centers: would require a day-care center to install and use 

video recording equipment in each vehicle used by the center to transport more than two children 

who are under seven years of age. 
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H.B. 3397 (Bailes) – Texas Division of Emergency Management:  would appropriate $23 

million from the radio infrastructure account in the general revenue fund to the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management for the upcoming biennium to be used to plan, develop, and provide an 

interoperable statewide emergency radio infrastructure. 

 

H.B. 3438 (Kuempel) – Package Store Permits: would provide that after September 1, 2019, 

no new package store permits may be issued for a premises that is located within 5,000 feet of 

the premises of another package store permit, with limited exceptions. 

 

H.B. 3547 (Moody) – Texas Anti-SLAPP Lawsuits: would provide that under the Texas Anti-

SLAPP statute: (1) a party that is a governmental entity or governmental official or employee 

acting in an official capacity may not file a motion to dismiss; (2) the right to association does 

not include a communication that is the basis of a claim asserting a misappropriation of a trade 

secret or a breach of a covenant not to compete; (3) the court shall award reasonable attorney’s 

fees and costs to a successful moving party and may award sanctions to a successful moving 

party; and (4) provide certain exceptions, and specify that certain actions are included under the 

statute. 

 

H.B. 3629 (Herrero) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make various 

changes to the law relating to premium rates for policies issued by TWIA. 

 

H.B. 3632 (Herrero) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make various 

changes to the law relating to policyholder approval for certain windstorm and hail insurance rate 

changes under TWIA. 

 

H.B. 3633 (Herrero) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make various 

changes to the law relating to the board of directors of TWIA. 

 

H.B. 3680 (Middleton) – Lobbying: would: (1) allow certain political subdivisions, including 

cities, to spend money to influence or attempt to influence the outcome of legislation only if the 

expenditure is authorized by a majority vote of the governing body in an open meeting and the 

item is voted on as a stand-alone item on the agenda; (2) require a political subdivision in (1) to 

report to the Texas Ethics Commission and publish on the entity’s website: (a) the amount of 

money authorized for the purpose of influencing pending legislation; (b) the name of any person 

retained or employed by the entity who is required to register as a lobbyist, and an electronic 

copy of any contract for services executed with a lobbyist; and (c) the amount of public money 

spent for membership fees and dues to any nonprofit association that seeks to influence 

legislation; and (3) provide that certain parties, including a taxpayer of the entity, may seek 

injunctive relief if the entity does not comply with the requirements in (1) and (2), above. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 702 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 3701 (Miller) – Occupational Licensing: would provide that: (1) a state agency or a 

political subdivision that issues a license shall adopt rules to exempt an individual who holds a 

license issued by the agency or political subdivision from any increased fee or other penalty 

imposed by the agency or political subdivision for failing to renew the license in a timely manner 
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if the individual establishes to the satisfaction of the agency or political subdivision that the 

individual failed to renew the license in a timely manner because the individual was serving as a 

military service member; (2) a military service member who holds a license issued by a state 

agency or political subdivision is entitled to two years of additional time to complete any 

continuing education requirements and any other requirement related to the renewal of the 

military service member’s license; (3) a state agency or political subdivision that issues a license 

shall adopt rules for the issuance of the license to an applicant who is a military service member, 

military veteran, or military spouse and: (a) holds a current license issued by another jurisdiction 

that has licensing requirements that are substantially equivalent to the requirements for the 

license in this state or the political subdivision, as applicable; (b) within the five years preceding 

the application date held the license in this state or the political subdivision, as applicable; or (c) 

holds a current license issued by another jurisdiction in the same occupation and at the same 

practice level; and (4) the executive director of a state agency or the person overseeing licensing 

of an occupation by a political subdivision may waive any prerequisite to obtaining a license for 

a military applicant after reviewing the applicant’s credentials. 

 

H.B. 3704 (S. Thompson) – Local Health Entities: would allow the Department of State Health 

Services (DSHS) to enter into a memorandum of understanding and data use agreement with an 

affiliated local health unit, local health department, or public health district that provides 

essential public health services to share relevant public health data maintained by DSHS in a 

manner consistent with federal and state law. 

 

H.B. 3723 (Swanson) – Local Debt: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

held by a political subdivision to authorize the issuance of bonds or a tax increase has no effect 

regarding the issuance of the bonds or the tax increase unless more than 25 percent of the 

registered voters of the political subdivision whose registrations are effective on the date the 

governing body of the political subdivision adopts the election order vote in the election in which 

the bond or tax proposition is on the ballot; (2) require an election for the issuance of bonds or a 

tax increase by a political subdivision to be held on the November uniform election date, except 

for property tax rollback election or tax ratification election; (3) provide that in an election held 

by a political subdivision for which the ballot includes a proposition seeking voter approval of 

the issuance of bonds or a tax increase, a temporary branch polling place must: (a) remain at the 

same location for the entire period during which early voting by personal appearance is 

conducted in the district; and (b) allow for early voting by personal appearance to be conducted 

during the same days and hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting polling place; (4) 

require an election authorizing the issuance of bonds or a tax increase by a political subdivision 

to be held as a joint election, and provide that a single ballot containing all the offices or 

propositions stating measures to be voted on at a particular polling place must be used in a joint 

election; (5) require a political subdivision to hold an election prior to issuing all bonds, 

including revenue bonds; and (6) provide that refunding bonds and bonds issued in an amount 

less than $2,000 to repair a building or structure that may be built using the proceeds of bonds 

are subject to the election and notice requirements applicable to other bond issuances. 

 

H.B. 3734 (Swanson) –  Super-Preemption: would provide that: (1) a city or county may not 

adopt or enforce a regulation that conflicts with a state law; (2) a city or county regulation that 

conflicts with a state law is void; (3) for purposes of the bill, a municipal or county regulation 
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that conflicts with a state law includes a regulation: (a) that is a type of regulation expressly 

preempted by the state law; (b) that regulates an area in which state law is pervasive and 

occupies the field; (c) that frustrates the purpose of the state law; (d) for which there is no 

reasonable construction under which the regulation and the state law can be given full effect; or 

(e) that regulates an activity performed under a license issued by the state and actually or 

effectively prohibits a person from performing the licensed activity; and (3) the attorney general 

shall enforce the bill.  (Companion bill is S.B. 2013 by Fallon.) 

 

H.B. 3751 (Walle) – Legal Advice: would allow the attorney general to provide legal counsel to 

a political subdivision that is subject to a state declared emergency on matters related to disaster 

mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery upon request by: (1) the political subdivision’s 

emergency management director; (2) the county judge or a county commissioner of a county 

subject to the declaration; or (3) the mayor of a city subject to the declaration. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 416 by Huffman.) 

 

H.B. 3754 (Burrows) – Alcohol Permit and License Fees: would authorize a city to enter into a 

contract with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission, a private attorney, a vendor, or another 

governmental entity for the collection of an unpaid alcohol permit fee or license fee. 

 

H.B. 3759 (Nevárez) – Newspapers: would provide that a city with a population of less than 

50,000 may satisfy a requirement of any other law to provide notice by publication in a 

newspaper by posting the notice in any newspaper that is circulated in the jurisdiction of the city. 

 

H.B. 3779 (Button) – Hotel Occupancy Taxes: would, among other things: (1) require a short-

term rental marketplace to collect the appropriate amount of city hotel occupancy taxes for a city 

in which a short-term rental is located on each booking charge with respect to that short-term 

rental; (2) require a short-term rental marketplace to report and remit all taxes collected by the 

marketplace in the manner required of a person owning, operating, managing, or controlling a 

hotel and in accordance with the ordinance adopted by the city imposing the tax, or otherwise by 

agreement with the comptroller or a third-party vendor, if applicable; (3) provide that a short-

term rental marketplace is considered to be the person owning, operating, managing, or 

controlling the short-term rental for purposes of the collection and enforcement of city hotel 

occupancy taxes; (4) provide that a host may not collect and is not liable for a city hotel 

occupancy tax on a booking charge for a rental made through the short-term rental marketplace; 

(5) provide that a short-term rental marketplace may enter into an agreement with the 

comptroller to collect and remit to the comptroller city hotel occupancy taxes on each booking 

charge for a rental made through the short-term rental marketplace, or alternatively may enter 

into an agreement with a third-party vendor to remit to the city the city hotel occupancy taxes 

that the short-term rental collects; (6) require an agreement with a third-party vendor described 

by (5), above, to be approved by the city council in order to be effective; (7) require the 

comptroller or third-party vendor, as applicable, to promulgate a form a short-term rental 

marketplace must use to report the taxes collected by the short-term rental marketplace, and 

require the form to include specific information on receipts, booking charges, and the rate of the 

tax; (8) prohibit the form described in (7), above, from requiring the identification of a specific 

guest or the host of a short-term rental; (9) provide that if a short-term rental marketplace collects 

and remits city hotel occupancy taxes to the comptroller pursuant to an agreement, the 
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comptroller shall: (a) deposit the taxes remitted to the comptroller in trust in the separate 

suspense account of the city in which the short-term rentals are located; and (b) send to the city 

treasurer or to the person who performs the office of the city treasurer payable to the city the 

city’s share of the taxes remitted to the comptroller at least 12 times during each state fiscal year; 

(10) require the comptroller, before sending any money to a city, to deduct and deposit to the 

credit of the general revenue fund an amount equal to one percent of the amount of the taxes 

collected from rentals of short-term rentals located in the city during the period for which a 

distribution is made as the state’s charge for services provided by the state; and (11) prohibit the 

comptroller from deducting from the distributions to a city more than $50,000 in each state fiscal 

year. (Companion bill is S.B. 1472 by Powell.) 

 

H.B. 3790 (Swanson) – Judicial Review of Regulations: would: (1) authorize a state licensee to 

bring a suit to enjoin enforcement of a city regulation when the regulation: (a) establishes 

requirements for, imposes restrictions on, or otherwise regulates the business activity of the state 

licensee in a manner that is more stringent than state law; or (b) would result in an adverse 

economic impact on the state licensee; (2) provide that, if a state licensee shows by a 

preponderance of the evidence that city regulations are more stringent than state law or have an 

adverse impact, a city must show by clear and convincing evidence that the city regulation does 

not conflict with state law and is necessary and narrowly tailored to protect against actual and 

specific harm to the public health or safety; and (3) require a court to award court costs and 

attorneys fees to be paid by a city if a state licensee prevails in a suit under (1). (Companion bill 

is S.B. 1851 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3834 (Capriglione) – Cybersecurity: would provide that: (1) a local government 

employee that uses a computer to complete at least 25 percent of the employee’s required duties 

shall complete a cybersecurity training certified by the state cybersecurity coordinator and the 

state’s cybersecurity council; (2) the governing body of a local government may select the most 

appropriate certified cybersecurity training program to comply with (1); and (3) a local 

governmental body shall: (a) verify and report on the completion of a cybersecurity training 

program by employees of the local government to the state cybersecurity coordinator or the 

coordinator’s designee; and (b) require periodic audits to ensure compliance with (1). 

 

H.B. 3891 (Martinez Fischer) – Texas Tort Claims Act: would provide that, for purposes of 

the Texas Tort Claims Act, the definition of a “governmental unit” shall include a unit of 

political subdivision, including a municipally owned water utility. 

 

H.B. 3899 (Springer) – Commercial Activity: would: (1) prohibit a city from adopting or 

enforcing an ordinance, rule, or police regulation that imposes a restriction, condition, or 

regulation on commercial activity; (2) except from the prohibition in (1) an ordinance, rule, or 

regulation: (a) essential to regulating a uniquely local concern that the governing body 

determines cannot be of similar concern in another city; (b) essential to the necessary regulation 

of local land use; (c) essential to protect citizens’ physical safety; or (d) that is expressly 

authorized by state law; (3) provide that a commercial activity that is subject to regulation by 

Texas or the United States cannot present any uniquely local concern; and (4) provide that a state 

statute that provides that it does not preempt city regulatory authority may not be construed to 

expressly authorize an ordinance, rule, or regulation. 
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H.B. 3918 (Dutton) – Tort Claims Act: would provide that the election of remedies provision 

in the Tort Claims Act may not be construed to restrict a plaintiff’s ability to bring a suit against 

an employee of a governmental unit for assault, battery, false imprisonment, or any other 

intentional tort, including a tort involving disciplinary action by school authorities. 

 

H.B. 3948 (Toth) – Monuments and Memorials: would: (1) provide that a monument or 

memorial located on city property: (a) for at least 40 years may not be removed, relocated, or 

altered; (b) for at least 20 years but less than 40 years may be removed, relocated, or altered only 

by approval of a majority of the voters of the city at an election held for that purpose; or (c) for 

less than 20 years may be removed, relocated, or altered only by the governing body; and (2) 

define “monument or memorial” as used in (1) to mean a permanent monument, memorial, or 

other designation, including a statute, portrait, plaque, seal, symbol, cenotaph, building name, 

bridge name, park name, area name, or street name, that honors an event or person of historic 

significance. (Companion bill is S.B. 1663 by Creighton.) 

 

H.B. 3952 (Toth) – Historic Sites: would require the Texas Historic Commission (THC) to 

identify sites in the state that are historically significant to this state because significant events 

occurred at the site that shaped the history of this state, and allow THC to seek assistance from 

other state and local governmental entities in carrying out this duty. 

 

H.B. 3960, 3961, and 3962 (Hunter) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association:  would 

make various changes to rate filings with TWIA. 

 

H.B. 3968 (C. Turner) – Tax Preferences: would, among other things: (1) require the 

comptroller to identify all state and local tax preferences and present a schedule to the 

Legislative Budget Board every odd-numbered year under which each tax preference is 

reviewed; (2) require the Legislative Budget Board to periodically review each state and local tax 

preference according to a state and local tax preference review schedule provided by the 

comptroller; (3) require the Legislative Budget Board to provide the presiding officers of the 

senate finance committee and the house ways and means committee a preliminary report on the 

reviews of tax preferences not later than September 1 of each even-numbered year; (4) provide 

that not later than December 1 of each even-numbered year, the senate finance committee and 

house ways and means committee shall provide to the governor, lieutenant governor, and speaker 

of the house a final report on the reviews of tax preferences that makes recommendations for 

continuing, repealing, or amending each preference; and (5) provide that each tax preference 

enacted by the legislature that becomes law after September 1, 2020, expires six years after the 

date it takes effect, unless the legislature provides an earlier or later expiration date.  (See H.J.R. 

125, below.)   

 

H.B. 4008 (Frullo) – Major Events Reimbursement Program: would provide that a listed 

event may receive funding through the Major Events Reimbursement Program only if, not later 

than the 30th day before the first day of the event, a site selection organization submits a plan to 

prevent the trafficking of persons to the human trafficking prevention task force. 
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H.B. 4013 (Miller) – Sales Tax on E-Cigarettes: would provide that an additional state sales 

tax of five percent is imposed on each milliliter or fractional part of a milliliter of vapor product 

sold in this state.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1332 by Johnson.) 

 

H.B. 4041 (Toth) – Constitutional Rights: would provide that: (1) a governmental entity, 

including a city, may not adopt a rule, order, ordinance, or policy under which the entity 

enforces, or, by consistent actions, allows the enforcement of, a federal statute, order, rule, or 

regulation enacted on or after January 1, 2019, that imposes a prohibition, restriction, or other 

regulation that does not exist under the laws of this state and that purports to: (a) regulate a 

firearm, firearm accessory, or firearm ammunition; (b) establish a religion or prohibit the free 

exercise of a religion; (c) abridge the freedom of speech or of the press; (d) abridge the right of 

the people to peaceably assemble; or (e) abridge the right of the people to petition the 

government for a redress of grievances; (2) neither the entity nor a person employed by or 

otherwise under the direction or control of the entity may enforce or attempt to enforce any 

federal statute, order, rule, or regulation described by (1); (3) an entity may not receive state 

grant funds if the entity adopts a rule, order, ordinance, or policy under which the entity enforces 

any federal laws described by (1) or, by consistent actions, allows the enforcement of any federal 

laws described by (2); and (4) the attorney general is authorized to enforce the bill. 

 

H.B. 4115 (Sanford) – Tort Claims Act: would provide that if a suit is filed asserting a claim 

for which the Tort Claims Act waives sovereign or governmental immunity against both a 

governmental until and any of its employees, the claim against the employee shall immediately 

be dismissed on the filing of a motion by the governmental unit.  

 

H.B. 4214 (Capriglione) – Cybersecurity: would, among other things, provide that: (1) a cyber 

attack is a disaster under the Texas Disaster Act; (2) the state cybersecurity coordinator in 

collaboration with the cybersecurity council and public and private entities shall develop best 

practices to be used for the Cyberstar Certificate Program that include: (a) measureable 

responsibilities, capacities, and policies for public and private entities to adopt to prepare for and 

respond to cyber incidents that compromise the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of the 

entities’ information systems; (b) minimum training requirements and information for employees 

or other individuals who are responsible for maintaining security of the information systems; (c) 

compliance with the National Institute of Standards and Technology standards for cybersecurity 

and; (d) for cities over 100,000 in population, the multihazard emergency operations plan and 

safety security audit created under the bill; and (e) public service announcements to encourage 

cybersecurity awareness; (3) the governor shall establish and administer a cybersecurity 

matching grant program to award grants to local governmental entities to defray the costs of 

cybersecurity projects; (4) the cybersecurity coordinator shall provide for the establishment and 

operation of not more than 20 regional information sharing and analysis centers that shall be 

located throughout the state; (5) a city of more than 25,000 in population shall join the regional 

information sharing and analysis center in which the city is predominately located; (6) not later 

than 48 hours after a city discovers a breach or suspected breach of system security or an 

unauthorized exposure of sensitive personal information, the city shall notify the regional 

information sharing and analysis center of the breach; (7) the regional information sharing and 

analysis center shall report to the Texas Department of Information Services any breach of 

system security reported by a city in which the personal responsible for the breach: (a) obtained 
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or modified specific critical or sensitive personal information; (b) established access to the city’s 

information systems or infrastructure; or (c) undermined, severely disrupted, or destroyed a core 

service, program, or function of the city; (8) cities over 100,000 in population shall adopt and 

implement a multihazard emergency operations plan for use in the city’s facilities that must 

address mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery as determined by the cybersecurity 

council and the governor’s office of homeland security, and must provide for: (a) city employee 

training in responding to an emergency; (b) measures to ensure coordination with the 

Department of State Health Services, Department of Information Resources, local emergency 

management agencies, law enforcement agencies, local health departments, and fire departments 

in the event of an emergency; and (c) the implementation of a safety and security audit; and (9) 

not later than 48 hours after the time a city makes a ransomware payment, the city shall notify 

the cybersecurity coordinator of the payment.  

 

H.B. 4587 (Smithee) - Cost of Living Adjustments in TMRS:  would (1) require the governing 

body of a city participating in the Texas Municipal Retirement System (TMRS) to notify 

members and annuitants if an ordinance providing for increased annuities changes or is 

discontinued; (2) require notice to be mailed to members and annuitants by regular mail not later 

than the 60th day before the date on which the ordinance described in (1) will cease to be in 

effect or the increase will be changed or discontinued; and (3) provide as an alternative method 

for computing an optional increase in a retirement annuity paid by TMRS, the computation of 

such an increase as the sum of the prior and current service annuities of the person on whose 

service the annuities are based on the effective date of the annuity increase multiplied by the 

percentage increase specified in the ordinance. 

 

H.J.R. 106 (Dutton) – Tax Preferences: would amend the Texas Constitution to require the 

periodic review of state and local tax preferences. (See H.B. 3298, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 114 (Coleman) – Disaster General Obligation Bonds: would, among other things, 

amend the Texas Constitution to authorize the Texas Water Development Board to issue state 

general obligation bonds in an aggregate amount not to exceed $10 billion and enter into grant 

agreements to provide financial assistance to political subdivisions related to disaster recover, 

disaster mitigation, disaster response or construction, repair, rehabilitation, or reconstruction of 

state or local infrastructure. 

 

H.J.R. 122 (Burns) – Lobbying: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide, among other 

things, that: (1) a provision of law enacted by the legislature through a bill that becomes a law on 

or after January 1, 2020, that requires a political subdivision to establish, expand, or modify a 

duty or activity that requires the expenditure of revenue by the political subdivision shall provide 

for one of the following methods for the reimbursement to each political subdivision affected by 

the requirement to comply with the requirement or the rules adopted under the requirement: (a) 

by appropriating the total estimated cost to all political subdivisions affected by the requirement 

for the period that begins on the date the bill takes effect; (b) by authorizing or requiring each 

political subdivision affected by the requirement to impose a fee, charge, assessment, or similar 

payment for the express purpose of reimbursing the political subdivision for the estimated cost; 

(c) by otherwise providing from a source other than the revenue of a political subdivision for the 

reimbursement of the estimated cost to each affected political subdivision for the period that 
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begins on the date the bill takes effect; (2) a political subdivision that employs in any capacity a 

person required to register as a lobbyist shall not be eligible for reimbursement; and (3) a 

political subdivision entitled to reimbursement may spend public money for membership fees 

and dues of a nonprofit state association or organization of similar political subdivisions only if: 

(a) the association or organization exists for the betterment of local government and the benefit 

of all local officials; and (b) the association or organization does not: (i) employ in any capacity 

a person required to register as a lobbyist; (ii) directly or indirectly contributes money, services 

or other thing of value to a political campaign; or (iii) endorse a candidate or group of candidates 

for public office.  

 

H.J.R. 125 (C. Turner) – Tax Preferences: would amend the Texas Constitution to require the 

periodic review of state and local tax preferences and provide an expiration date for certain tax 

preferences. (See H.B. 3968, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 128 (Swanson) – Government Regulations: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that a governmental action establishing or enforcing requirements for, imposing or 

enforcing restrictions on, or otherwise regulating the business activity of an occupation or 

profession shall not impose a substantial burden on an individual’s right to engage in a lawful 

occupation or profession unless the burden is necessary and narrowly tailored to protect against 

actual and specific harm to the public health or safety. 

 

S.B. 13 (Creighton) – Lobbyists: would impose various restrictions on lobbying, including: (1) 

providing that a registered lobbyist is not eligible to be a candidate for, or elected or appointed 

to, a public elective office; and (2) excepting from the prohibition in (1): (a) an office of a 

political subdivision with a population of 150,000 or less, other than the office of presiding 

officer, if the officeholder does not receive a salary or wage for that office; and (b) the office of 

presiding officer of the governing body of a political subdivision with a population of 50,000 or 

less, provided that the presiding officer does not receive a salary or wage for that office. 

 

S.B. 22 (Campbell) – Abortion Providers: would: (1) provide, with certain exceptions, that a 

governmental entity may not enter into a taxpayer resource transaction or contract with an 

abortion provider or an affiliate of an abortion provider; and (2) provide that the attorney general 

may bring an action in the name of the state to enjoin a violation of (1) and may recover 

reasonable attorney’s fees and costs in bringing that action. 

 

S.B. 29 (Hall) – Lobbying: would provide that: (1) an entity that receives funds from a political 

subdivision or public entity for the purpose of representing the political subdivision or public 

entity before a legislative body may not pay lobbying expenses incurred by the political 

subdivision or the entity; (2) a political subdivision may not pay lobbying expenses incurred by 

the political subdivision or the entity described in (1); and (3) a private entity that receives state 

funds may not use those funds to pay any lobbying expenses incurred by a political subdivision 

or the entity described in (1), and shall not be eligible to receive state funds if it does so. 

 

S.B. 1495 (Paxton) – Amusement Rides: would: (1) transfer the regulation of amusement rides 

from the Texas Department of Insurance to the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation 

(TDLR); and (2) expand the authority of TDLR’s executive director to bring enforcement actions 
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against and prohibit the operation of amusement rides. (Companion bill is H.B. 2289 by 

Ortega.) 

 

S.B. 1569 (Fallon) – Political Advertising: would: (1) define “political advertising” to include a 

communication supporting or opposing a candidate or measure that: (a) appears on any social 

media platform, including any electronic communication; or (b) is directed to an individual 

person or multiple persons through any form of communication; and (2) repeal the authority of a 

political subdivision to use resources for a communication that factually describes the purpose of 

a measure.  

 

S.B. 1572 (Alvarado) – Vacant Building Registration: would allow any city to adopt an 

ordinance requiring owners of vacant buildings to register their buildings by filing a registration 

form with a designated city official. 

 

S.B. 1575 (Alvarado) – Governmental Immunity: would provide that a city that, after the 

declaration of a state disaster, enters into a contract for a purpose related to disaster recovery or 

takes any action under that contract performs a governmental function and has governmental 

immunity to suit and from liability for a cause of action arising from the performance of such 

governmental function.  

 

S.B. 1578 (Alvarado) – Motor Vehicle Rental Taxes: would, among other things, require a 

marketplace rental provider to collect the short-term motor vehicle rental tax for the benefit of a 

city or county venue project. (Companion bill is H.B. 2872 by Burrows.) 

 

S.B. 1614 (Hall) – Lobbying: would: (1) require any public entity that receives public money or 

revenue from the state to prepare and submit to the Texas Ethics Commission and post on the 

entity’s website a written report disclosing: (a) the total amount spent by during the preceding 

year to directly or indirectly influence the outcome of legislation; (b) the name of each registered 

lobbyist (and that person’s employer) who was compensated by the entity to influence 

legislation; and (c) each line item in the entity’s budget that indicates the amount of money spent 

to compensate a person described in (b); (2) require the governing body of an entity described in 

(1) to vote by line item on whether to spend money to influence legislation, and require that 

certain information be included in the minutes of the meeting at which the vote is held; and (3) 

provide that a person designated by a public entity commits a criminal offense by failing to 

disclose or record information on the use of money to influence legislation as required in (1) and 

(2).    

 

S.B. 1615 (Hall) – Legislative Testimony: would require a witness that testifies before a 

legislative committee to disclose whether the witness or any organization the witness represents 

is a recipient of any public money or revenue. 

 

S.B. 1616 (Hall) – Official Language: would designate English as the official language of 

Texas. 

 

S.B. 1663 (Creighton) – Monuments and Memorials: this bill is the same as H.B. 3948, above. 
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S.B. 1689 (West) – Public Facilities Corporations: would make various beneficial changes 

relating to the creation and use of public facilities corporations. 

 

S.B. 1761 (West) – Payday and Auto Title Lending: would, among other things: (1) provide 

that a city ordinance regulating credit access businesses is not preempted by state law if the 

ordinance is compatible with and equal to or more stringent than state law; (2) provide that 

evasion of a city ordinance described in (1) is prohibited; (3) require the contract and other 

documents provided by a credit access business to be written wholly in both English and 

Spanish, written in plain language designed to be easily understood by the average consumer, 

and printed in an easily readable font and type size; (4) provide that a credit access business may 

assess fees as agreed to between the parties for services performed to obtain an extension of 

consumer credit for a consumer or assist a consumer in obtaining an extension of consumer 

credit in the form of a deferred presentment transaction or motor vehicle title loan or a refinance 

of such an extension of consumer credit; (5) prohibit an extension of consumer credit obtained 

for a military borrower by a credit access business from exceeding: (a) 90 days, if the debt is a 

deferred presentment transaction or single-payment motor vehicle title loan; or (b) 180 days, if 

the debt is a multiple-payment motor vehicle title loan; (6) provide that the general limitations on 

consumer credit applicable to a credit access business apply to any consumer physically located 

in the state at the time the extension of consumer credit is made, regardless of whether the 

extension of consumer credit was made in person in the state; (7) provide that the term of an 

extension of consumer credit obtained for a consumer by a credit access business or that a credit 

access business assists a consumer in obtaining may not exceed 180 days; (8) provide that a 

consumer may not have more than two outstanding debts from extensions of consumer credit that 

a credit access business obtained for the consumer or assisted the consumer in obtaining; (9) 

provide that a single-payment payday loan: (a) may have a term that is not less than 10 days or 

longer than 35 days; and (b) may not be refinanced more than three times; (10) provide that a 

multiple-payment payday loan may not be refinanced, may not be payable by the consumer in 

more than 12 installments or have an original term of more than 180 days, and the loan 

agreement must specify the number, date, and total amount due with regard to each installment; 

(11) provide that a single-payment auto title loan: (a) may not have a term that is less than 30 

days or longer than 35 days; and (b) may not be refinanced more than three times; (12) provide 

that a multiple-payment auto title loan: (a) must be payable on a fully amortizing, declining-

principal-balance basis with substantially equal payments; (b) may not be payable in more than 

six installments, with the loan agreement specifying the number, date, and total amount due with 

regard to each installment; and (c) may not be refinanced and may not generally have a loan term 

that exceeds 180 days; (13) provide that an extended payment plan must provide for payment in 

at least: (a) four substantially equal installments, after which the outstanding balance will be paid 

in full, with respect to a single-payment payday loan or single-payment auto title loan; or (b) two 

substantially equal installments added to the original and refinanced term of the extension of 

consumer credit, after which the outstanding balance, including only the fees that would have 

been due under the original extension of consumer credit, will be paid in full, with respect to a 

multiple-payment payday loan or multiple-payment auto title loan; (14) prohibit a credit access 

business from assessing additional fees or assisting a consumer in obtaining additional 

extensions of consumer credit if the consumer is paying an extension of credit under an extended 

payment plan; (15) authorize a consumer to pay in full a debt subject to an extended payment 

plan at any time without prepayment penalties; and (16) prohibit a person from engaging in debt 
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collection or vehicle repossession activities for a debt subject to an extended payment plan if the 

consumer is in compliance with the extended payment plan. 

 

S.B. 1779 (Paxton) – Cybersecurity: would, among other things, provide that: (1) the Texas 

Department of Information Resources shall establish an information sharing and analysis 

organization to provide a forum for state agencies, local governments, public and private 

institutions of higher education, and the private sector to share information regarding 

cybersecurity threats, best practices, and remediation strategies; and (2) a participant in the 

information and analysis organization established in (1) shall assert any exception available 

under state or federal law in response to a request for public disclosure of information shared 

through the organization.  

 

S.B. 1805 (Rodriguez) – Ungraded Eggs: would provide, among other things, that: (1) a person 

may sell eggs produced by the person’s flock directly to a consumer or at wholesale if the eggs 

are clearly labeled as “ungraded;” and (2) a state agency or political subdivision may not prohibit 

a person from purchasing, reselling, or using the eggs in (1).  (Companion bill is H.B. 1284 by 

Lambert.) 

 

S.B. 1832 (Alvarado) – Mixed Beverage Gross Receipts Tax: would: (1) require the 

comptroller to deposit four percent of the revenue received from the mixed beverage gross 

receipts tax to the credit of the Texas music incubator account; and (2) create the Texas music 

incubator rebate program to provide for rebates of all or a portion of the mixed beverage gross 

receipts taxes collected from certain music venues paid from the Texas music incubator account. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 2806 by Morrison.)  

 

S.B. 1855 (Paxton) – Microchip Scans of Animals: would require an animal shelter or 

releasing agency to scan an animal placed in its custody as soon as practicable to determine 

whether a microchip is implanted in the animal. (Companion bill is H.B. 2347 by Noble.) 

 

S.B. 1901 (Fallon) – Commercial Activity: would: (1) prohibit a city from adopting or 

enforcing an ordinance, rule, or police regulation that imposes a restriction, condition, or 

regulation on commercial activity; (2) except from the prohibition in (1) an ordinance, rule, or 

regulation: (a) essential to regulating a uniquely local concern that the governing body 

determines cannot be of similar concern in another city; (b) essential to the necessary regulation 

of local land use; (c) essential to protect citizens’ physical safety; or (d) that is expressly 

authorized by state law; (3) provide that a commercial activity that is subject to regulation by 

Texas or the United States cannot present any uniquely local concern; and (4) provide that a state 

statute that provides that it does not preempt city regulatory authority may not be construed to 

expressly authorize an ordinance, rule, or regulation. 

 

S.B. 1952 (Zaffirini) – Cybersecurity: would provide that: (1) a cyber attack is defined as an 

attempt to damage, disrupt, or gain unauthorized access to a computer, computer network, or 

computer system; and (2) a cyber attack is added to the list of disasters under the Texas Disaster 

Act. (Companion bill is H.B. 351 by Blanco.) 

 

S.B. 1978 (Hughes) – Religious Beliefs: this bill is the same as H.B. 3172, above. 
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S.B. 1981 (Hughes) – Constitutional Rights: would provide that, on the motion of a party, a 

court shall dismiss a legal action against the moving party if the moving party shows by a 

preponderance of the evidence that the legal action is based on, relates to, or is in response to the 

party’s exercise of the constitutional right to petition, speak freely, or associate freely in a place 

or context that is open to the public. 

 

S.B. 2021 (Miles) – Local Health Departments: this bill is the same as H.B. 3695, above. 

 

S.B. 2050 (Schwertner) – Aviation Development Account: would provide that: (1) the aviation 

development account is a separate account in the general revenue fund; (2) the account consists 

of transfers made to the account; and (3) money in the account may be appropriated only to the 

Texas Department of Transportation for making grants to political subdivisions. 

 

S.B. 2097 (Birdwell) – Special District Reporting: would, among other things, authorize the 

comptroller to include in the special district reporting database a direct link to, or a clear 

statement describing the location of, any information posted separately on an Internet website 

that the special purpose district maintains or causes to be maintained. (Companion bill is H.B. 

3001 by Morrison.)  

 

S.B. 2100 (Birdwell) – Law Enforcement Animals: would provide: (1) that a county or city 

may transfer a law enforcement animal as surplus property to a person capable of humanely 

caring for the animal if the animal is at the end of its working life or is subject to circumstances 

that justify making the animal available for transfer before the end of its working life; (2) a list of 

priorities regarding who may receive a law enforcement animal under (1); (3) that a contract for 

the transfer of a law enforcement animal under (1) may be without charge to the transferee, but 

may impose requirements on the transferee in caring for the animal; and (4) that a county or city 

that transfers a law enforcement animal under (1) is not liable for damages arising from the 

transfer and does not waive sovereign immunity. (Companion bill is H.B. 3063 by Paul.) 

 

S.B. 2118 (Bettencourt) – School District Campuses: would provide that the board of trustees 

of a school district may not partner with a city to operate a district campus. 

 

S.B. 2131 (Powell) – Defense Communities: would provide that: (1) the Texas Military 

Preparedness Commission may request that the Texas Public Finance Authority issue and sell 

obligations, including obligations in the form of commercial paper notes to fund loans that will: 

(a) enhance the military or defense value of a military base; (b) minimize the negative effects of 

a defense base reduction on the defense community as a result of a United States Department of 

Defense base realignment process; or (c) facilitate an infrastructure project to accommodate new 

or expanded military missions assigned to a military base or defense facility located in, near, or 

adjacent to the defense community as a result of a United States Department of Defense base 

realignment process; and (2) the Defense Economic Adjustment Assistance (DEAAG) panel 

shall consider the eligibility of the local government entity to receive a loan for economic 

development purposes, including the entity’s creditworthiness and ability to repay the loan, when 

evaluating a DEAAG grant application.   

 



42 

 

S.B. 2358 (Fallon) – Local Mental Health Authorities: would require the Health and Human 

Services Commission to execute contracts with local mental health authorities in a manner that 

ensures funding of services per capita of the population served by a local mental health authority 

is equal to the funding of services per capita of the population served by other local mental 

health authorities. 

 

S.J.R. 66 (Hinojosa) – Public Funds: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that: (1) 

the state, a city, or a county may unconditionally donate to the United States to promote border 

crossing security or international bridge trade corridors: (a) real property acquired by and 

improvements to that property acquired or constructed by the state, city, or county, and (b) 

technology or equipment acquired by the state, city, or county; (2) for the purposes of (1), the 

state, the city, or the county may issue public securities as provided by the general law for 

financing public works to: (a) finance the acquisition of property described by (1); or (b) refund 

or refinance existing debt incurred by the state, the city, or the county to acquire property 

described by (1) or to construct improvements described by (1); and (3) the state, a city, or a 

county may use public money to pay lease payments, service payments, user fees, debt services, 

or other costs associated with a public-private partnership. 

 

S.J.R. 68 (Hall) – Government Interference:  would provide that no governmental action 

establishing or enforcing requirements for, imposing or enforcing restrictions on, or otherwise 

regulating the business activity of an occupation or profession may impose a substantial burden 

on an individual’s right to engage in a lawful occupation or profession unless the burden is 

necessary and narrowly tailored or protect against actual and specific harm to the public health or 

safety. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 3136 (Cain) – Firearms: would provide that, in relation to the authority of the judge of a 

court to issue written authorization to a person to carry a firearm on the premises of a court or 

offices utilized by the court, the judge of any court located on the premises may do so. 

 

H.B. 3206 (J. Gonzalez) – Prostitution: would: (1) reduce the offense of prostitution to a Class 

C misdemeanor in certain situations; and (2) provide that a person may not be prosecuted for 

prostitution that the person committed when younger than 18 years of age. 

 

H.B. 3281 (Hinojosa) – Defense Limitations: would: (1) provide a definition of “gender 

identity” and “sexual orientation”; (2) limit the defense of: (a) use of force; (b) a lower degree of 

culpability; or (c) influence of sudden passion if the defense is based on the actor’s or 

defendant’s discovery or knowledge of, or the victim’s disclosure or potential disclosure of, the 

gender identity or sexual orientation of the victim or a nonviolent romantic or sexual advance 

made by the victim toward the actor; and (3) apply regardless of whether a defendant’s 

knowledge, discovery, or belief regarding the victim’s gender identity or sexual orientation was 

accurate. 
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H.B. 3305 (Smithee) – Political Reports: would require, in certain circumstances, the Texas 

Ethics Commission to remove or redact the residence address of a municipal court judge or the 

spouse of a municipal court judge from a political report before permitting a person to inspect the 

report or making the report available on the Internet. (Companion bill is S.B. 489 by Zaffirini.) 

 

H.B. 3570 (Ramos) – Judicial Training: would require magistrates to have at least one hour of 

training dedicated to the dynamics and effects of being a victim of family violence. 

 

H.B. 3589 (Sanford) – Credit for Time Served: would, among other things: (1) require a 

municipal court judge, before an arrest warrant can be issued for failure to appear, to add to the 

court appearance notice a statement that the defendant may be entitled to a credit toward any fine 

or costs owed by the defendant if the defendant was confined in jail or prison after the 

commission of the offense for which the notice is given; (2) require a municipal judge, in 

addition to credit for time served in jail between an arrest and sentencing or while a case is 

pending appeal, to credit the defendant $200 for each day of confinement in jail or prison while 

serving a sentence for another offense if that confinement occurred after the commission of a 

misdemeanor; and (3) require a municipal court to provide a notice to the Texas Department of 

Public Safety not later than 15th day after the date a municipal judge imposes a sentence in a 

case in which the defendant is entitled to receive a credit toward the payment of a fine and costs 

described in (1). 

 

H.B. 3594 (S. Thompson) – Evidence: would provide that if at any time before, during, or after 

trial, the attorney representing the state discovers any exculpatory, impeachment, or mitigating 

document, item, or information in the possession, custody, or control of the state that tends to 

negate the guilt of the defendant or would tend to reduce the punishment for the offense charged, 

the attorney representing the state shall promptly disclose the existence of the document, item, or 

information to the defendant or the court. 

 

H.B. 3627 (Reynolds) – Court Interpreters: would require a court interpreter appointed by the 

court for an individual who can hear, but does not comprehend or communicate in English, to 

hold a license issued by the director of the Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial 

System. (Companion bill is S.B. 2176 by Miles.) 

 

H.B. 3637 (Guillen) – Order for Emergency Protection: would: (1) allow a court issuing 

certain emergency protection orders to keep the address of the person protected by the order 

confidential; and (2) provide that a magistrate issuing orders to a defendant who is charged with 

an offense involving family violence may prohibit the defendant from going in a general 

geographic area that is of a sufficient size that it would be difficult for the defendant to locate the 

victim. (Companion bill is S.B. 2390 by Powell.) 

 

H.B. 3647 (Guillen) – Criminal Record of a Child: would provide that all records, files, and 

information stored by electronic means or otherwise, from which a record or file could be 

generated, relating to a criminal case for a fine-only misdemeanor other than a traffic offense, 

that is committed by a child and that is appealed are confidential and may not be disclosed to the 

public except under limited circumstances.   
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H.B. 3919 (Dutton) – Prosecutorial Transparency: would, among other things: (1) require a 

prosecutor’s office to: (a) collect and disclose certain information for each case prosecuted by the 

office; (b) maintain this information until at least the 10
th

 anniversary of the date of the alleged 

offense that is subject of the case; (c) collect and publish all office polices including specified 

policies and affirmatively disclose if the prosecutor’s office does not have some of the specified 

policies; (d) collect and publish certain information for each attorney employed in the office, 

redacting the names and other personally identifying information or otherwise ensuring the 

anonymity of each attorney; (e) collect and publish the number of employees by titles and 

number of cases handled by an attorney each year; (f) make the information mentioned above 

publicly available by posting the information on the office’s Internet website and making the 

information available on request; and (g) report the information in (1)(a) to the Office of Court 

Administration of the Texas Judicial System (OCA) and have the OCA implement a schedule 

and plan for all prosecutor’s office in the state to report the information in (1)(a); (2) establish an 

advisory board to advise the OCA concerning prosecutorial transparency; (3) make a 

prosecutor’s office ineligible to receive funding from the state’s general revenue fund or other 

fund or any state grant program administered by the attorney general or other entity controlling 

grants to the prosecutors if OCA determines the prosecutor’s office is in noncompliance; (4) 

report noncompliant prosecutor’s office to comptrollers and the Legislative Budget Board; and 

(5) allow prosecutor’s office to refer requestor under the Public Information Act to the OCA’s 

website in response to a Public Information Act request. (Companion bill is S.B. 2174 by Miles.) 

 

H.B. 3992 (Hefner) – Courthouse Security Fund: would increase the security fee on a 

misdemeanor offense from $3 to $5.  

 

H.B. 4009 (Toth) – Pretrial Victim-Offender Mediation Programs: would allow the 

governing body of a city to establish a pretrial victim-offender mediation program for certain 

persons. 

 

H.B. 4023 (Dominguez) – Supplemental Court Security Fee: would provide that a person 

whose sentence, upon conviction of a misdemeanor, includes the imposition of a fine shall pay a 

$1 supplemental security fee as a cost of court. 

 

H.B. 4028 (Dominguez) – Expunction of Arrest Records: would, among other things, entitle a 

person who has been placed under a custodial or noncustodial arrest for certain misdemeanors to 

have all records and files related to the arrest expunged if certain criteria are met and verified by 

an ex-parte petition submitted by the person. 

 

H.B. 4133 (Bowers) – Expunction: would, among other things, provide that: (1) a court may not 

order the expunction of records and files relating to an arrest if the offense for which the person 

was arrested arose out of a criminal episode and the person was convicted of, or remains subject 

to prosecution for, at least one other offense occurring during the criminal episode; (2) in the 

case of a person who is the subject of an expunction order on the basis of actual innocence, a 

court shall provide in the expunction order that the law enforcement agency and the prosecuting 

attorney must retain the records and files; (3) records and files retained under (2) may be used for 

the purpose of training attorneys and criminal justice agencies with respect to the identification 
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and prevention of wrongful convictions; and (4) the term “complaint” be added to various 

sections of the expunction statute. (Companion bill is S.B. 2113 by West.) 

 

H.B. 4143 (Dutton) – Failure to Pay: would provide that a defendant placed in jail on account 

of failure to pay a fine and costs shall be discharged on habeas corpus by showing that the 

defendant has remained in jail a sufficient length of time to satisfy the fine and costs, at the rate 

of not less than $200 for each period served, as specified by the convicting court in the judgment 

in the case. 

 

H.B. 4268 (Wu) – Juveniles: would, among other things and with certain exceptions, change the 

age of a child, for criminal responsibility purposes, from 17 years of age to 18 years of age. 

 

H.B. 4292 (Y. Davis) – Drivers Responsibility Surcharges: would provide that: (1) a person 

that received a notice of drivers responsibility surcharge as a result of one or more convictions 

may file a petition with a convicting court for a waiver of the surcharge if each offense that was 

the basis of the surcharge was punishable by a fine only and the petition includes the required 

information; (2) a court receiving a petition described in (1) shall set a hearing not later than the 

14th day after the date the court receives the petition, and notify the Texas Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) of the hearing date; (3) a court may issue an order granting a waiver described in 

(1), and must notify DPS of the order; and (4) DPS shall waive drivers responsibility surcharges 

not later than the 30th day after the date DPS receives a court order granting the waiver. 

 

H.B. 4294 (Y. Davis) – Time Payment Fee: would allow a time payment fee to be charged on 

or after the 61st day (instead of the 31st) after the date on which a judgment is entered assessing 

the fine, court costs, or restitution. 

 

H.B. 4354 (Phelan) – Prevention and Early Intervention Services: would, among other 

things, provide that: (1) the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) shall award 

grants, subject to availability, to increase the availability of prevention and early intervention 

services in all communities in this state based on community needs assessment and the division’s 

strategic plan; and (2) the child abuse and neglect primary prevention programs are renamed to 

the children’s trust fund; DFPS may designate a municipal or county official to operate a 

regional children’s trust fun who has the same rights and duties provided to DFPS with respect to 

the trust; and the designated municipal or county official shall establish an advisory coalition to 

oversee trust fund.  

 

H.B. 4474 (Moody) – Arraignment Records: would require arraignment records to be retained 

in compliance with the applicable records retention schedule prepared by the Texas State Library 

and Archives Commission. (Companion bill is S.B. 815 by Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 4606 (White) – Youth Diversion Program: would, among other things: (1) create a youth 

diversion program for Class C misdemeanors (other than a traffic offense) for certain children; 

(2) require each justice and municipal court to adopt a youth diversion plan; (3) allow local 

governments to enter into interlocal agreements with other local governments to create a regional 

youth diversion plan; (4) require each justice and municipal court, including courts that 

collaborate with one or more counties or cities, to maintain a youth diversion plan on file for 
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public inspection; (5) allow a court or local government to adopt rules necessary to coordinate 

services under a youth diversion plan; (6) allow a court to designate a youth diversion 

coordinator to assist the court in implementing and administering a youth diversion plan; (7) 

allow a commissioners court or city council to establish a youth diversion advisory council to 

facilitate community input, suggest improvements to a youth diversion plan, and make 

recommendations to accomplish certain objectives; (8) provide that in lieu of taking a child into 

custody, issuing a citation, or filing a complaint for an offense, a peace officer may issue a 

warning notice to the child if the youth diversion plan includes guidelines for disposition or 

diversion of a child’s case by law enforcement and other warning notice requirements; (9) 

provide that in lieu of issuing a citation to a child or filing a complaint in a justice or municipal 

court, a peace officer may dispose of a case if guidelines for disposition have been adopted and 

are included in a youth diversion plan and other requirements are met; (10) allow a 

commissioners court or city council to establish a first offense diversion program; (11) require a 

youth diversion coordinator, juvenile case manager, or other designated officer of the court to 

advise a child and the child’s parent before a case is filed that the case may be diverted to a youth 

diversion program if intermediate diversion from court is provided in the youth diversion plan; 

(12) require a justice or judge to divert a case if a child is eligible for the youth diversion 

program; (13) allow the clerk of a justice or municipal court to collect a local youth diversion 

administrative fee of $30 to defray the costs of the diversion of a child’s case; (14) require a 

justice and municipal court to maintain statistics for each diversion strategy authorized and 

utilized by a youth diversion program; (15) provide that all records generated under a youth 

diversion program are confidential except for statistical records; (16) provide that all records and 

files and information stored by electronic means, or otherwise, relating to a criminal case for a 

fine-only misdemeanor offense (other than a traffic offense) committed by a child and that is 

appealed are confidential and may not be disclosed to the public except in certain situations; (17) 

allow the following to inspect confidential records related to charges against or conviction of 

child in fine-only misdemeanors (other than a traffic offense): (a) prosecutors; (b) staff of the 

judges or prosecutors; (c) certain governmental agencies; (d) certain individuals or entities to 

whom a child is referred for treatment or services; or (e) with leave of a court, any other person 

having a legitimate interest in the proceeding or the work of the court; (18) provide that if a child 

is found guilty at trial without entering a judgment, sentence or conviction, a justice or judge 

shall order a child into a youth diversion program; (19) allow the child safety fund and youth 

diversion fund to be used to defray the costs of a youth diversion program; (20) include 

municipal courts in the juvenile delinquency prevention fund, and allow this fund to be used to 

defray the costs of a youth diversion program; (21) create a juvenile delinquency prevention and 

graffiti eradication fee of $50 that a municipal court clerk shall collect from a defendant who is 

convicted of a graffiti offense; (22) repeal provisions of state law that allow community service 

in satisfaction of fines or costs for certain juvenile defendants; and (23) make several conforming 

changes related to the youth diversion program and the repeal described in (22). (Companion bill 

is S.B. 2242 by Whitmire.) 

 

S.B. 1580 (West) – Judicial Investigations and Proceedings: would allow the State 

Commission on Judicial Conduct to disclose information relating to an investigation or 

proceeding to the State Bar of Texas, and allow the State Bar of Texas to use this information 

only to investigate and dispose of a disciplinary complaint. 
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S.B. 1637 (Zaffirini) – Undue Hardship: would provide that: (1) a court shall consider only a 

defendant’s present ability to pay when determining a defendant’s ability to pay for any purpose; 

(2) a magistrate may require the accused to give a bond or release the accused without bond 

where the accused is charged with a fine-only misdemeanor; (3) a court shall hold a hearing to 

determine whether a judgment imposes an undue hardship on the defendant if the defendant 

notifies the court, by the required methods, that the defendant is having difficulty paying the fine 

and costs in compliance with the judgment; (4) a court shall consider whether fine and costs 

should be satisfied through certain allowable methods if the court determines at a hearing that the 

judgement imposes an undue hardship on a defendant; (5) a court may decline to hold a hearing 

to determine undue hardship if the court: (a) previously held a hearing with respect to the case 

and the court is able to determine without holding a hearing that the judgment does not impose 

an undue hardship on a defendant; or (b) is able to determine without holding a hearing that the 

judgement does impose an undue hardship on a defendant and that the fine and costs should be 

satisfied through an allowable method; (6) a court may not issue a capias pro fine for a 

defendant’s failure to satisfy a judgment unless the court holds a hearing to determine whether 

the judgment imposes an undue hardship on the defendant and the defendant fails to: (a) appear 

at the hearing; or (b) comply with an order to comply with the judgment not later then the 30th 

day after the date the court determined that the judgement does not impose a hardship on the 

defendant; (7) a court must recall a capias pro fine if, before the capias pro fine is executed: (a) 

the defendant provides notice of undue hardship to the court and a hearing is set; or (b) the 

defendant voluntarily appears and makes a good faith effort to resolve the capias pro fine; (8) at 

a hearing to determine undue hardship concerning the issuance of a capias pro fine, the court 

shall: (a) determine whether the fine and costs should be satisfied by the allowable methods, if 

the court determines the judgement does impose an undue hardship; or (b) order a defendant to 

comply with the judgment not later than the 30th day after the date the determination is made; 

(9) a municipal judge shall allow a defendant to perform community service required to 

discharge all or part of a fine or costs in the county in which the defendant resides; (10) a court 

may consider certain factors when determining whether the fines and costs imposed on a 

defendant impose an undue hardship; (11) a court may waive payment of all or part of the costs 

imposed on a defendant if the court determines that the defendant: (a) is indigent or does not 

have sufficient resources or income to pay all or part of the costs; or (b) was, at the time the 

offense was committed, a child; (12) a municipal judge may allow a defendant to appear by 

telephone or videoconference if the judge determines that requiring the defendant to appear 

before the judge in person for a hearing to determine undue hardship when reconsidering fine 

and costs in compliance with a judgment imposes an undue hardship on the defendant; (13) 

information that is provided to make a determination to register a motor vehicle and that 

concerns an outstanding warrant from a city for failure to pay a fine expires on the second 

anniversary of the date the information was provided and may not be used to refuse registration 

after that date; (14) subsequent information about other warrants for failure to pay a fine that are 

issued before the second anniversary of the date of the initial information was provided may not 

be used, either before or after the second anniversary of that date, to refuse registration of a 

motor vehicle unless the vehicle is no longer subject to refusal of registration because of notice 

received from a city concerning discharge of the judgment, including waiver of the fine and 

costs; (15) a municipal court judge who has jurisdiction over an underlying offense concerning 

an outstanding warrant may waive the additional $20 fee if the judge makes a finding that the 

defendant is unable to pay the fee or that good cause exists for the waiver; and (16) a city may 
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not impose an additional $20 fee on a defendant if the court having jurisdiction over the 

underlying offense concerning the outstanding warrant notifies the city of the waiver of the fine 

because of defendant’s indigency.  

 

S.B. 1774 (Bettencourt) – Uncollectible Court Fees: would allow all courts, if requested by an 

officer designated to collect criminal trial court fees or items of cost, to order the officer to 

designate those fees or items of cost as uncollectible in the fee records and attach a copy of the 

order to the fee record. 

 

S.B. 1804 (Kolkhorst) – Family Violence Bond Conditions:  would, among other things, 

provide that: (1) as soon as possible, but not later than the next business day after the date a 

magistrate issues an order imposing a condition of bond or modifying or removing a condition 

concerning a defendant charged with an offense involving family violence, a magistrate shall 

send a copy of the order to the chief of police in the city where the victim of the offense resides, 

if the victim resides in a city; (2) a court clerk shall send a copy of the order in (1) to the victim 

at the victim’s last known address as soon as possible, but not later than the next business day 

after the date the order is issued; (3) if a victim is not present when an order is issued under (1), 

the magistrate shall order a peace officer to make a good faith effort to provide notice of the 

order to the victim within 24 hours by calling the victim’s last known phone number; and (4) not 

later than the third business day after the date of receipt of the copy of an order issued under (1), 

the law enforcement agency shall enter, modify or remove the following information into the 

statewide law enforcement information system maintained by the Department of Public Safety 

(DPS). 

 

S.B. 2094 (Hughes) – Court Reporters: would exempt from the Uniform Electronic 

Transactions Act the transmission, preparation, completion, enforceability, or admissibility of a 

document in any form used in the state or federal judicial system that is produced by a court 

reporter appointed to a court of record, a certified court reporter, or a registered shorthand 

reporting firm. (Companion bill is H.B. 1619 by Leach.) 

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 5 (Phelan) – Disaster Recovery: would provide that: (1) the Texas Division on Emergency 

Management shall: (a) develop a catastrophic debris management plan and model guide for use 

by political subdivisions in the event of a disaster; (b) develop and publish a model contract for 

debris removal services to be used by political subdivisions following a disaster; and (c) consult 

with the comptroller to establish appropriate contract standards and contractor requirements to 

include in the model contract, and include a contract for debris removal on the state schedule of 

multiple award contracts or another cooperative purchasing program administered by the 

comptroller; (2) the Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service shall establish a training a 

program for state agencies and political subdivisions on the use of trench burners in debris 

removal; (3) a wet debris study group shall be established consisting of representatives of local, 

state, and federal governmental entities to study issues related to removal of wet debris; and (4) a 

work group on local restrictions that impede disaster recovery efforts shall be established 

consisting of representatives of local, state, and federal entities and private entities to conduct a 
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study on local restrictions that impede disaster recovery efforts, including efforts to remove 

debris and erect short-term housing. 

 

H.B. 6 (Morrison) – Disaster Recovery: would create a disaster recovery task force to operate 

throughout the long-term recovery period following natural and man-made disasters by 

providing specialized assistance for communities and individuals to address financial issues, 

available federal assistance programs, and recovery and resiliency planning to speed recovery 

efforts at the local level. 

 

H.B. 13 (Phelan) –  Flood Mitigation: would provide that: (1) the Texas Water Development 

Board may enter into contracts with political subdivisions to pay from the research and planning 

fund all or part of the cost of flood control planning for the political subdivision; (2) the board 

shall adopt rules establishing criteria of eligibility for flood control planning money that 

considers, among other criteria, the relative need of the political subdivision for the money, 

giving greater importance to a county that has a median household income that is not greater than 

85 percent of the median state household income; (3) the flood infrastructure fund is a special 

fund in the state treasury outside the general revenue fund; (4) the board may use the fund only: 

(a) to make a loan to an eligible political subdivision at or below market interest rates for a flood 

project; (b) to make a grant, low interest loan, or zero interest loan to an eligible political 

subdivision for a flood project to serve an area outside of a metropolitan statistical area in order 

to ensure that the flood project is implemented or a flood project to serve an economically 

distressed area; (c) to make a loan at or below market interest rates for planning and design costs, 

permitting costs, and other costs associated with state or federal regulatory activities with respect 

to a flood project; (d) to make a grant to an eligible political subdivision to provide matching 

funds to enable the eligible political subdivision to participate in a federal program for a flood 

project; (e) as a source of revenue or security for the payment of principal and interest on bonds 

issued by the board if the proceeds of the sale of the bonds will be deposited in the fund; and (f) 

to pay the necessary and reasonable expenses of the board in administering the fund; (5) 

principal and interest payments on loans made under the bill may be deferred for not more than 

10 years or until construction of the flood project is completed, whichever is earlier; (6) detailed 

application and approval criteria are necessary; (7) the board may sell or dispose of political 

subdivision bonds at the price and under the terms that the board determines to be reasonable, 

and also provides for various limitations related to the bonds; (8) the board shall act as a 

clearinghouse for information about state and federal flood planning, mitigation, and control 

programs that may serve as a source of funding for flood projects; (9) not later than September 1, 

2024, and before the end of each successive five-year period after that date, the board shall 

prepare and adopt a comprehensive state flood plan that incorporates regional flood plans 

approved by the board as provided by rule; and (10) the board shall prepare and adopt a plan 

describing the repair and maintenance needs of flood control dams as provided by rule and 

prepare and adopt a new plan before the end of the 10th year following the adoption of a plan. 

 

H.B. 2315 (E. Thompson) – Manufactured Homes: would provide that: (1) certain state 

requirements related to the issuance of a title and statements of ownership shall not apply to the 

purchase of a manufactured home by a federal governmental agency for the purpose of providing 

temporary housing in response to a natural disaster or other declared emergency; (2) the Texas 

Department of Motor Vehicles shall establish a process to automatically issue a title to a 
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government agency for a travel trailer used by the government agency to provide temporary 

housing in response to a natural disaster or other declared emergency; and (3) the Department 

may provide for the issuance of a title for a travel trailer described in (2) that is owned or 

operated by the United States or transferred to a state agency from the United States.  

 

H.B. 3143 (Murphy) – Property Tax Abatement: would: (1) require the governing body of a 

taxing unit, before it adopts, amends, repeals, or reauthorizes property tax abatement guidelines 

and criteria, to hold a public hearing regarding the proposed adoption, amendment, repeal, or 

reauthorization at which member so the public are given the opportunity to be heard; (2) require 

a taxing unit that maintains an Internet website to post the current version of the guidelines and 

criteria governing tax abatement agreements on the website; (3) provide that, for the first three 

years following the expiration of a tax abatement agreement, the chief appraiser shall deliver to 

the comptroller a report containing the appraised value of the property that was the subject of the 

agreement; and (4) eliminate the ability of a taxing unit to designate a reinvestment zone solely 

on the grounds that an area must be reasonably likely as a result of the designation to contribute 

to the retention or expansion of primary employment or to attract major investment in the zone 

that would be a benefit to the property and that would contribute to the economic development of 

the city. (Companion bill is S.B. 1838 by West.) 

 

H.B 3155 (Deshotel) – Charter Schools: would: (1) require a city to consider an open-

enrollment charter school a school district for purposes of zoning, permitting, code compliance, 

and development, including land development standards in territory that a city has annexed for 

limited purposes; (2) prohibit a city from enacting or enforcing an ordinance or regulation that 

prohibits an open-enrollment charter school from operating at any location or within a zoning 

district in the city; (3) provide that an open-enrollment charter school is not required to pay 

impact fees unless the school’s governing body consents to the payment; and (4) provide that an 

open-enrollment charter school may be exempt from utility drainage ordinances and regulations, 

and that any such exemption granted to a school district before the effective date of the bill 

automatically extends to all open-enrollment charter schools located in a city. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 968 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 3167 (Oliverson) – Subdivision Platting/Permit Vesting: this bill would modify the law 

relating to subdivision platting and permit vesting.  With regard to subdivision platting, the bill 

would provide that: 

 

1. the municipal authority responsible for approving plats shall approve or disapprove a plat 

within 30 days after the date the plat is filed, and a plat is considered approved by the 

municipal authority unless it is disapproved within that period and in accordance with 

(3)(a), below; 

2. if an ordinance requires that a plat be approved by the governing body of the city in 

addition to the planning commission, the governing body shall approve or the plat within 

30 days after the date the plat is approved by the planning commission or is considered 

approved by the inaction of the commission, and a plat is considered approved by the 

governing body unless it is disapproved within that period and in accordance with (3)(a), 

below; 
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3. if a plat is disapproved: (a) the municipal authority or governing body of the city, as 

applicable, shall provide the applicant a written statement of the reasons for disapproval 

that: (i) is provided with the notice of disapproval; and (ii) lists each reason for the 

disapproval, which must: (A) be related to the requirements in the subdivision platting 

law; and (B) not be arbitrary or intended to delay approval; and (b) the applicant may 

submit a written response to the municipal authority or governing body of the city, as 

applicable, that remedies each reason for disapproval; 

4. a municipal authority or the governing body of a city, as applicable, shall determine 

whether to approve an applicant’s previously disapproved plat application not later than 

the 30th day after the date the municipal authority or governing body, as applicable, 

receives the applicant’s response; 

5. a municipal authority or the governing body of a city, as applicable, shall approve a 

previously disapproved plat application if the applicant’s response adequately addresses 

each reason for the disapproval, and – if the authority or governing body disapproves a 

response – the authority or governing body: (a) must comply with (3)(a), above and may 

disapprove only for a reason provided to the applicant for the original application under 

Subsection (3)(a), above; 

6. a previously disapproved plat application is considered approved if: (a) the applicant filed 

a response that meets the requirements of the subdivision platting law; and (b) the 

municipal authority or governing body does not disapprove the application on or before 

the date required by (4), above; and 

7. the bill applies to a city regardless of whether it has entered into an interlocal agreement. 

 

With regard to permit vesting, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. a political subdivision that adopts a permit regulation requiring regulatory agency 

approval for proposed land development shall determine whether to approve or 

disapprove the development application not later than the 60th day after the date the 

application is filed with the agency, and an application is considered approved by the 

agency unless the agency disapproves of the application in that period and in accordance 

with (2)(a), below; 

2. if a land development application under (1), above, is disapproved: (a) the regulatory 

agency shall provide the applicant a written statement of the reasons for disapproval that: 

(i) is provided with the notice of disapproval; and (ii) lists each reason for the 

disapproval, which must: (A) be related to the requirements of the permit regulation; and 

(B) not be arbitrary or intended to delay approval; and (b) the applicant may submit a 

written response to the agency that remedies each reason for disapproval; 

3. a regulatory agency shall determine whether to approve an applicant’s previously 

disapproved development application not later than the 30th day after the date the 

application was filed and – if the agency disapproves a response – the agency: (a) must 

comply with (2)(a), above; and (b) may disapprove only for a reason provided to the 

applicant for the original application under (2)(a), above; 

4. a regulatory agency shall approve a previously disapproved development application if 

the applicant’s response adequately addresses each reason for the disapproval; 

5. a previously disapproved development application is considered approved if: (a) the 

applicant filed a response that meets the requirements of (4), above; and (b) the 
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regulatory agency does not disapprove the application on or before the date required by 

(3), above, and in accordance with (4), above; and 

6. the bill applies to a political subdivision regardless of whether the political subdivision 

has entered into an interlocal agreement. 

 

H.B. 3254 (Rodriguez) – Affordable Housing: would, among other things: (1) require the 

Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs to set aside for eligible supportive 

housing developments not less than five percent of the housing tax credits available for 

allocation in the calendar year; (2) prohibit the department from allocating to an individual 

development more than $1 million in a single application round; and (3) provide that any amount 

of housing tax credits set aside under (1), above, that remain after the initial allocation of housing 

tax credits is available for allocation to any eligible applicant as provided by the qualified 

allocation plan.  

 

H.B. 3314 (Romero) – Subdivision Platting: would provide that: (1) the requirement to have a 

public hearing on a replat of a subdivision or part of a subdivision, unless the replat requires a 

variance or exception,  is eliminated; and (2) if a proposed replat does not require a variance or 

exception, the city shall, not later than the 15th day after the date the replat is approved, provide 

written notice by mail of the approval of the replat to each owner of a lot in the original 

subdivision that is within 200 feet of the lots to be replatted according to the most recent 

municipal or county tax roll. 

 

H.B. 3315 (Romero) – Subdivision Platting: would provide that the governing body of a city 

may delegate to one or more officers or employees of the municipality or of a utility owned or 

operated by the municipality the ability to approve: (1) minor plats or replats involving lots 

fronting on an existing street, including replats establishing or modifying the location of a public 

right-of-way or public access; or (2) a replat involving lots fronting on an existing street, 

including replats establishing or modifying the location of a public right-of-way or public access. 

 

H.B. 3368 (Morrison) – Billboards: would provide that: (1) a billboard may not be higher than 

42-1/2 feet, excluding a cutout that extends above the rectangular border of the sign; and (2) a 

billboard may exceed the height limit in (1) if: (a) it was higher than 42-1/2 feet on March 1, 

2017; and (b) under an agreement with TxDOT, is authorized to be higher than 42-1/2 feet. 

 

H.B. 3417 (Toth) – ETJ Subdivision Regulation: would appear to attempt to clarify that a city 

can’t regulate certain land development standards in its extraterritorial jurisdiction.   

 

H.B. 3454 (Toth) – Disannexation: would: (1) apply to an area that constitutes a portion of a 

real estate subdivision that is subject to a legal determination that the city failed to provide or 

agree to provide adequate services to the area; and (2) provide that, on petition of a majority of 

registered voters in the area, the city shall disannex the area.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1326 by 

Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3455 (Toth) – Disannexation: would: (1) apply to an area that constitutes a portion of a 

real estate subdivision that is: (a) located in and contiguous to the boundary of a city; (b) under 

the jurisdiction of a property owners’ association that governs the entire real estate subdivision; 
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and (c) either subject to a legal determination that the city failed to provide or agree to provide 

adequate services to the area or adjacent to such an area; (2) provide that, on petition of a 

majority of registered voters in the area, the city shall disannex the area; and (3) provide that the 

area is not released from its pro rata share of certain indebtedness. (Companion bill is S.B. 1327 

by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3477 (Paul) – Building Regulations: would apply only to a single-family residential 

structure and provide that a city that issues a permit to improve a part of a residential structure 

may not require the owner of the structure to comply with a municipal requirement that is: (1) 

applicable to another part of the structure that is not being improved; and (2) not necessary for 

the permitted improvement. 

 

H.B. 3513 (Martinez Fischer) – Affordable Housing: would authorize the owner of a 

development subject to a right of first refusal to negotiate or enter into a purchase agreement 

with a public housing authority or a public facility corporation created by a public housing 

authority during the first 60-day period after notice regarding owner’s intent to sell is provided 

by the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs. (Companion bill is S.B. 958 by 

Johnson.) 

 

H.B. 3611 (Y. Davis) – Assisted Living Facilities: would provide that the limit on the number 

of persons who may reside in a community home (not more than six persons with disabilities and 

two supervisors) does not apply to certain assisted living facilities. 

 

H.B. 3622 (Paddie) – Plumbing Codes: would provide that: (1) the Texas Board of Plumbing 

Examiners shall adopt the 2015 edition of the International Plumbing Code; and (2) in adopting a 

code for the design, installation, and maintenance of a plumbing system, a city may amend any 

provisions of the code to conform to local concerns that do not substantially vary from board 

rules or other rules of this state.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1106 by Buckingham.) 

 

H.B. 3731 (Swanson) – Flood Mitigation: would appropriate $2.5 billion to the General Land 

Office for flood mitigation projects. 

 

H.B. 3756 (Coleman) – P3s: would add affordable housing projects to the current list of 

qualified projects in the state’s public/private partnership law. 

 

H.B. 3758 (Coleman) – Low Income Housing Tax Credits: would authorize the Texas 

Department of Housing and Community Affairs to adopt amendments to a qualified allocation 

plan at any time in response to a change in the need for low income housing tax credits following 

a natural or man-made disaster. 

 

H.B. 3773 (Button) – Short-Term Rental Preemption: would severely limit a city’s authority 

to regulate short-term rentals.  Specifically, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. “short-term rental unit” means a dwelling that is: (a) used or designed to be used as the 

home of a person, family, or household, including a single-family dwelling or a unit in a 
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multi-unit building, including an apartment, condominium, cooperative, or timeshare; and 

(b) rented wholly or partly for a fee and for a period of less than 30 consecutive days; 

2. the bill does not require a city to regulate a short-term rental unit, but does require a city 

that elects to regulate a unit to comply with the bill; 

3. except as provided by the bill, a city may not: (a) adopt or enforce an ordinance, rule, or 

other measure that: (i) prohibits or limits the use of property as a short-term rental unit; or 

(ii) is applicable solely to short-term rental units, or short-term rental unit providers, 

short-term rental unit tenants, or other persons associated with short-term rental units; or 

(b) apply a municipal law, including a noise restriction, parking requirement, or building 

code requirement, or other law to short-term rental units or short-term rental unit 

providers, short-term rental unit tenants, or other persons associated with short-term 

rental units in a manner that is more restrictive or otherwise inconsistent with the 

application of the law to other similarly situated property or persons; 

4. in regard to a short-term rental unit, a city may prohibit: (a) the use of the unit to promote 

activities that are illegal under municipal or other law; (b) the provision or management 

of the unit by a registered sex offender or any person having been convicted of a felony; 

(c) the serving of food to a tenant unless the serving of food at the unit is otherwise 

authorized by municipal law; (d) the rental of the unit to a person younger than 18 years 

of age; or (d) the rental of the unit for less than 24 hours; 

5. in regard to a short-term rental unit, a city may require: (a) a unit provider (an undefined 

term) to: (i) register the unit; (ii) designate an emergency contact responsible for 

responding to complaints regarding the unit; (iii) have the unit inspected on an annual 

basis by the local building code department or fire marshal, as applicable, to verify that 

the unit meets state and municipal requirements; and (iv) post the number of a permit 

issued by the city for the unit on every listing advertising the unit on a short-term rental 

unit listing service; and (b) either: (i) a unit provider or property manager on the 

provider’s behalf to maintain property and liability insurance for the unit in an amount 

required by the city; or (ii) the unit provider to provide proof that the short-term rental 

unit listing service that lists the unit is maintaining property and liability insurance for the 

unit in an amount required by the municipality; 

6. “bedroom” means an area of a residential dwelling intended and used as sleeping 

quarters, and the term does not include a kitchen, dining room, bathroom, living room, 

utility room, closet, or storage area; 

7. a city may limit the maximum occupancy of individuals 18 years of age or older in a unit 

to a number that is not less than two individuals multiplied by the number of bedrooms in 

the unit plus two additional individuals; 

8. with regard to registration, a city that adopts a registration requirement: (a) shall approve 

or deny a registration application not later than the 45th calendar day after the date the 

city receives the application, or the application is deemed approved; (b) if the 

municipality approves a registration application, shall issue a permit valid for at least one 

year following the date of the issuance of the permit; (c) may suspend a permit only in 

accordance with the bill; and (d) may not charge a registration fee in an amount greater 

than the lesser of an amount to cover the administrative costs of enforcing the registration 

requirement or $450; (e) may require the short-term rental unit provider to affirm that the 

unit does not violate any rules or bylaws of any condominium, cooperative, property 

owners’ association, or other similar entity that has jurisdiction over the property in 
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which the unit is located; (f) may maintain an Internet website or telephone hotline that 

enables a member of the public to file a complaint regarding a short-term rental unit; (g) 

may deny renewal of a permit if the short-term rental unit provider did not provide the 

 city with a renewal application before midnight on the date in which the permit expires; 

(g) may prohibit transfer of registration permits; (h) may not restrict the number of 

permits issued for short-term rental units, including units in multi-family dwellings, 

located in a commercial area or another area outside of a residential area of the city 

regardless of whether a unit is the primary residence of the unit owner; (i) may not 

restrict the number of permits issued for short-term rental units that are located within a 

residential area of the city and are the primary residence of the unit owner; (j) may 

restrict the number of permits issued for short-term rental units that are located in a 

residential area and not the primary residence of the owner if the city: (i) finds that active 

enforcement of the city’s noise restrictions, parking requirements, building code 

requirements, or other laws is insufficient to protect the health and safety of municipal 

residents in the residential area; and (ii) does not prohibit more than 12.5 percent of the 

total number of residential properties in the city from being eligible for a permit; and (k) 

a registration requirement adopted by a city that is more stringent than requirements in 

effect immediately before the new requirement takes effect applies only to a permit 

issued or renewed on or after the effective date of the new requirement; 

9. with regard to registration suspension: (a) a city may suspend the registration of a short-

term rental unit for a period not to exceed one year if: (i) as a direct result of the 

operation of the unit, the unit has been in violation of a municipal law related to noise, 

parking, or habitability standards at least three times during one calendar year; ii) the unit 

provider is delinquent in the remittance of a local hotel occupancy tax by more than 90 

days and the city has provided sufficient notice and opportunity for the provider to remit 

the tax; or (iii) the unit provider is in violation of a municipal requirement enacted in 

accordance with the bill; and (b) the city has the burden of proof of demonstrating that 

the violation was a direct result of the short-term rental unit’s operation and the unit 

provider failed to make reasonable attempts to abate the violation; 

10. in addition to any penalty provided for an underlying offense or violation, a city may 

assess a civil penalty against a unit provider not to exceed $200 per day for a violation of 

the bill; 

11. if a short-term rental unit provider knowingly tolerates a violation of the bill, fails to 

make reasonable attempts to abate a violation, and has violated a municipal law related to 

unsanitary conditions, noise, over-occupancy, parking, or solid waste five times or more 

in a calendar year, the city may assess a civil penalty against the unit provider in an 

amount not to exceed $2,000 per day for the violation; and 

12. the bill does not prohibit a city from contracting with a third party, which may be a short-

term rental listing service (defined as a person who facilitates, including by listing short-

term rental units on an Internet website, the rental of a short-term rental unit), to provide 

services that assist in ensuring compliance with municipal requirements imposed in 

accordance with the bill.  

 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1888 by Fallon.) 
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H.B. 3810 (Paul) – Building Codes: would, in regard to the provision in current law making the 

International Residential Code the residential building code for this state: (1) update the version 

from 2001 to 2012; (2) provide that a city may establish procedures to adopt local amendments 

“that may add, modify, or remove requirements set by the code,” but only if the city: (1) holds a 

public hearing on the local amendment before adopting the local amendment; and (2) adopts the 

local amendment by ordinance. 

 

H.B. 3821 (Goodwin) – Annexation: would: (1) apply to a city that operates a municipally 

owned water utility and uses revenue from the utility partly for general municipal purposes or 

other purposes not related to the water utility; and (2) provide that such a city may not annex a 

water district for full purposes under the terms of an existing strategic partnership agreement, but 

rather must comply with the more restrictive annexation requirements enacted by S.B. 6 (2017).  

(Companion bill is S.B. 1468 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3839 (Murphy) – Plats: would provide that, before a plat may be recorded, the plat must 

include a certification by a surveyor or a registered engineer describing any area that is being 

subdivided that is in a 100-year floodplain, 500-year floodplain, flood pool, or reservoir or 

stating that no such area is in a 100-year floodplain, 500-year floodplain, flood pool or reservoir. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1220 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 3969 (Murr) – Sober Living Homes: would: (1) authorize a city to adopt standards for 

sober living homes that comply with state and federal fair housing laws and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act; and (2) provide that the standards in (1) may require a sober living home to: (a) 

give certain information to residents and potential residents; (b) supervise residents during all 

hours of operation; and (c) establish and maintain an operation plan to address the rehabilitative 

process, the maintenance of the property on which the home is operated, and compliance with 

city noise abatement requirements. 

 

H.B. 4069 (Wilson) – Eminent Domain: would apply to property being acquired through 

eminent domain that is located outside the territorial boundaries of a city and provide that: (1) in 

lieu of filing an objection to the special commissioners’ findings, the property owner, not later 

than the 14th day after the date the special commissioners file their findings with the trial court, 

may file a petition with the commissioners court of the county in which a majority of the 

property to be condemned is located for the disapproval of the condemnation; (2) if the property 

owner files the petition with the commissioners court, the commissioners court shall hold a 

hearing to determine whether to approve the condemnation of the property; (3) the 

commissioners court may disapprove the condemnation entirely or disapprove a term of the 

condemnation, including the property to be condemned, proposed use of the property, or amount 

of damages for the property; (4) the city may not condemn the property unless a majority of the 

commissioners court approves the condemnation of the property; and (4) if the commissioners 

court disapproves a term of the condemnation, the entity may revise the final offer to the 

property owner. 

 

S.B. 7 (Creighton) – Flood Planning: would create the Texas Infrastructure Resiliency Fund to 

be administered by the Texas Water Development Board and used to make a grant, low-interest 
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loan, or zero-interest loan to a political subdivision for a flood project.  More specifically, the bill 

would provide that: 

 

1. the Texas Water Development Board may use the fund to provide financing for activities 

related to: (a) the collection and analysis of flood-related information; (b) flood planning, 

protection, mitigation, or adaptation; (c) the provision of flood-related information to the 

public through educational or outreach programs; or (d) evaluating the response to and 

mitigation of flood incidents affecting residential property located in floodplains; 

2. the Hurricane Harvey account is an account in the resiliency fund designed to be used for 

flood projects related to Hurricane Harvey, including: (a) a grant, low-interest loan, or 

zero-interest loan to an eligible political subdivision for a flood project or to provide 

matching funds to enable the subdivision to participate in a federal program for a flood 

project; (b) a loan to an eligible political subdivision at or below market interest rates for 

the subdivision’s planning or design costs, permitting costs, or other costs associated with 

state or federal regulatory activities with respect to a flood project; and (c) a grant to an 

eligible political subdivision to provide matching funds to enable the subdivision to 

participate in a federal program for the development of a hazard mitigation plan, under 

guidelines issued by the Federal Emergency Management Agency or the Texas Division 

of Emergency Management or the successor in function to those entities; 

3. the TWDB shall establish a point system for prioritizing flood projects for which money 

from the Hurricane Harvey account is sought, using various criteria in the bill; 

4. principal and interest payments on loans may be deferred for not more than 10 years or 

until construction of the flood project is completed, whichever is later; 

5. the flood plan implementation and federal matching accounts are accounts in the 

resiliency fund, which can be used in a manner similar to the Hurricane Harvey Account; 

6. the Texas Infrastructure Resiliency Fund Advisory Committee is composed of the seven 

members that serve on the State Water Implementation Fund for Texas Advisory 

Committee; 

7. the advisory committee shall review the overall operation, function, and structure of the 

resiliency fund at least semiannually and may provide comments and recommendations 

to the TWDB; and 

8. the TWDB shall adopt rules necessary to carry out the bill, including rules: (a) that 

establish procedures for an application for and for the award of financial assistance; (b) 

that establish the prioritization system for flood projects that receive money from the 

resiliency fund; (c) for the repayment of a loan from the resiliency fund; and (d) for the 

administration of the resiliency fund. 

 

S.B. 8 (Perry) – Flood Planning: would provide that: (1) the Texas Water Development shall: 

(a) prepare and adopt a comprehensive state flood plan that incorporates approved regional flood 

plans; (b) adopt guidance principles for the state flood plan that reflect the public interest of the 

entire state; and (2) the State Soil and Water Conservation Board shall prepare and adopt a 10-

year dam repair, rehabilitation, and maintenance plan describing the repair and maintenance 

needs of certain flood control dams and prepare and adopt a new plan before the end of the 10
th

 

year following the adopting of the plan. 
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S.B. 26 (Kolkhorst) – Parks Funding: would, among other things, require the legislature to 

allocate sporting goods sales tax revenue credited to the Parks and Wildlife Department to 

department accounts specified in the Parks and Wildlife Code in specific amounts provided in 

the General Appropriations Act, and those amounts may be used only for the following purposes: 

(1) to acquire, operate, maintain, and make capital improvements to parks; (2) for assistance to 

local parks; (3) to pay debt service of bonds issued by the department; (4) to fund the state 

contributions for benefits and benefit-related costs attributable to the salaries and wages of 

department employees paid from sporting goods sales tax receipts; and (5) to fund the state 

contributions for annuitant group coverages under the group benefits program operated by the 

Employees Retirement System of Texas. (Companion bill is H.B. 1214 by Cyrier.) 

 

S.B. 1488 (Buckingham) – Local Historic Landmarks: would provide that a city that has 

established a process for designating places or areas of historical, culture, or architectural 

significance through zoning districts may not designate a property as a local historic landmark 

unless the owner of the property consents to the designation, and must allow the owner to 

withdraw consent at any time during the designation process. (Companion bill is H.B. 2496 by 

Cyrier.) 

 

S.B. 1489 (Buckingham) – Building Regulations: would provide that a city that issues a permit 

to improve part of a single-family residential structure may not require the owner of the structure 

to comply with a requirement that is: (1) applicable to another part of the structure that is not 

being improved; and (2) not necessary for the permitted improvement. (Companion bill is H.B. 

3477 by Paul.) 

 

S.B. 1521 (Hinojosa) – Flood Planning: would provide, among other things, that: (1) the Texas 

Water Development Board (Board) may enter into contracts with political subdivisions to pay, 

from the research and planning fund, all or part of the cost of the political subdivision’s flood 

control planning, including: (a) planning flood protection; (b) preparing application for and 

obtaining regulatory approvals at the local, state or federal level; (c) activities associated with 

administrative or legal proceedings by regulatory agencies; and (d) preparing engineering plans 

and specifications to provide structural or nonstructural flood mitigation and drainage; (2) the 

Board, in establishing criteria of eligibility for flood control planning, shall consider the relative 

need of the political subdivision for money, giving greater importance to a county that has a 

median household income that is not greater than 85 percent of the median state household 

income; (3) a flood infrastructure fund shall be established, with funds in the amount of $3.2 

billion appropriated from the economic stabilization fund, to be administered by the Board; (4) 

the fund described in (3) shall be funded with, among other things, proceeds from the sale of 

bonds or other obligations issued by a political subdivision to fund an eligible flood project; and 

(5) the fund may use the fund described in (3) to make loans or grants for eligible flood projects 

and as a source of revenue or security for the payment of principal and interest on certain bonds 

issued by the Board. 

 

S.B. 1610 (Hall) – Solar Facilities: would prohibit the governing body of a taxing unit from 

entering into a property tax abatement agreement in regard to real property on which certain 

solar facilities are located or planned, or for tangible personal property located on such real 
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property, unless the landowner has executed an agreement with the county in which the facility is 

located providing that the landowner is responsible for decommissioning the facility. 

 

S.B. 1617 (Hall) – Property Tax Abatement: would, among other things, prohibit an owner or 

lessee of a parcel of real property that is located wholly or partly in a reinvestment zone to 

receive an exemption from property taxation of any portion of the value of the parcel of real 

property or of tangible personal property located on the parcel of real property under a tax 

abatement agreement that is entered into on or after September 1, 2019, if, on or after that date, a 

solar energy device or wind-powered energy device is installed or constructed on the same parcel 

of real property.  

 

S.B. 1838 (West) – Property Tax Abatement: would: (1) require the governing body of a 

taxing unit, before it adopts, amends, repeals, or reauthorizes property tax abatement guidelines 

and criteria, to hold a public hearing regarding the proposed adoption, amendment, repeal, or 

reauthorization at which member so the public are given the opportunity to be heard; (2) require 

a taxing unit that maintains an Internet website to post the current version of the guidelines and 

criteria governing tax abatement agreements on the website; (3) provide that for the first three 

years following the expiration of a tax abatement agreement, the chief appraiser shall deliver to 

the comptroller a report containing the appraised value of the property that was the subject of the 

agreement; and (4)  would eliminate the ability of a taxing unit to designate a reinvestment zone 

solely on the grounds that an area must be reasonably likely as a result of the designation to 

contribute to the retention or expansion of primary employment or to attract major investment in 

the zone that would be a benefit to the property and that would contribute to the economic 

development of the city. (Companion bill is H.B. 3143 by Murphy.)   

 

S.B. 1841 (Hinojosa) – State Enterprise Zones: would, among other things: (1) provide that a 

“new permanent job” or a “retained job” created or retained by a business in a state enterprise 

means any employment position, regardless of title; and (2) provide that a person is a qualified 

business if the nominating body of a project or activity of the person, for the purpose of local 

incentives, certifies that at least 25 percent of the person’s new permanent jobs in the enterprise 

zone are held by residents of any area in the state designated by the federal government as an 

opportunity zone. 

 

S.B. 1858 (Menendez) – Private Activity Bonds: would, among other things: (1) provide that a 

housing finance corporation may not receive an allocation for the issuance of qualified mortgage 

bonds in an amount that exceeds the greater of $50 million or 1.70 percent of the state ceiling; 

and (2) alter the amount of a reservation the Bond Review Board may grant for a single project 

in a year for certain issuances of private activity bonds.  

 

S.B. 1861 (Menendez) – Public Facilities Corporations: would provide, among other things, 

that certain public facilities corporation sponsors may finance, own, and operate certain 

multifamily residential developments.  (Companion bill is H.B. 1716 by Flynn.) 

 

S.B. 1870 (Hinojosa) – Annexation: would make beneficial changes to the provisions of S.B. 6 

(2017) by eliminating the tiered county system and replacing it with a tiered city system in which 

a Tier 1 city is one with a population of less than 500,000. 
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S.B. 1890 (Fallon) – Economic Development Corporation: would allow an economic 

development corporation to do a project for: (1) general infrastructure, limited to the 

development, improvement, maintenance, or expansion of streets and roads, water supply 

facilities, or sewage facilities; and/or (2) improving, enhancing, or supporting public safety, 

including: (a) expenditures for improving public safety facilities; (b) expenditures for public 

safety equipment and for first responders and other personnel; and (c) other expenditures that 

enhance the level of services provided by public safety facilities; by an election ordered by 

either: (i) a majority of the city council or (ii) a petition of 10% of the number of voters 

participating in the last general election held by the city. (Companion Bill is H.B. 1221 by 

Patterson.) 

 

S.B. 2078 (Campbell) – Extraterritorial Jurisdiction: would provide that, notwithstanding any 

other law, in an area in which residents are ineligible or have only limited eligibility to vote in 

city elections, a city may not regulate an activity or structure that is regulated by this state. 

 

S.B. 2092 (Hughes) – Game Rooms: would remove the bracket so that all counties may regulate 

the operation of game rooms by restricting the location of game rooms to specified areas of the 

county, including the unincorporated area of the county; prohibiting game rooms within a certain 

distance of a school, church, or residential neighborhood; or restricting the number of game 

rooms that may operate in a specified area of the county. (Companion bill is H.B. 892 by 

Kuempel.) 

 

S.J.R. 51 (Hinojosa) - Flood Infrastructure Fund: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

create a flood infrastructure fund as a special fund in the state treasury, to be administered and 

used, without further appropriation, by the Texas Water Development Board to assist in 

providing financing for drainage, flood mitigation, or flood control projects. (Companion bill is 

H.J.R. 81 by Phelan.) 

 

S.J.R. 61 (Fallon) – Eminent Domain: would amend the Texas Constitution by providing that 

“public use” does not include the taking of property for transfer to a private entity.  (Note:  the 

current constitutional provision provides that property may not be taken to transfer to a private 

entity “for the primary purpose of economic development or enhancement of tax revenues.”) 

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 3247 (Martinez) – Texas Emergency Services Retirement: would make various changes 

to the Texas Emergency Services Retirement System, including adding emergency service 

personnel to the system. 

 

H.B. 3273 (J. Gonzalez) – Minimum Wage: would increase the minimum wage to not less than 

the greater of $15 an hour or the federal minimum wage (currently at $7.25). 

 

H.B. 3349 (Bucy) – Employee Drug Testing: would, among other things provide that: (1) a 

political subdivision, including a city, shall not establish a drug testing policy or administer a 
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drug test that requires an employee, other than a peace officer, or an independent contractor to 

submit to a drug test, as a condition of employment or contract, to screen for the presence of 

tetrahydrocannabinols or cannabidiol indicating the use of marihuana or low-THC cannabis; (2) 

a person may assert an actual or threatened violation of the provisions described in (1) as a claim 

or defense in a judicial or administrative proceeding and obtain: (a) compensatory damages; (b) 

injunctive relief; (c) declaratory relief; and (d) other appropriate relief, including reasonable 

attorney’s fees; and (3) governmental immunity from suit and liability shall be waived. 

 

H.B. 3410 (Reynolds) – Paid Sick Leave: would: (1) require that certain employers provide 

paid sick leave to their employees; and (2) provide for implementing provisions. 

 

H.B. 3439 (Patterson) – Labor Peace Agreements: would: (1) define a “labor peace 

agreement” as any agreement between a person and the employees of the person that limits or 

otherwise interferes with the rights of the person under federal labor law; and (2) provide that a 

city and a county shall not adopt or enforce an ordinance, order, or other measure that requires a 

person to enter into a labor peace agreement with the employees of the person or to waive or 

limit any right of the person under federal labor law as a condition of: (a) being considered for or 

awarded a contract; or (b) otherwise engaging in a commercial transaction with the city or 

county. (Companion bill is S.B. 1634 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3448 (Bernal) – Whistleblower Protection: would provide that an appointed officer who 

is an independent contractor paid to perform services for a general-law city shall be a public 

employee for purposes of whistleblower protection. 

 

H.B. 3449 (Smithee) – Jury Service: would: (1) prohibit an employer, including a city, from 

discharging, threatening to discharge, intimidating, or coercing any permanent employee because 

the employee serves as a juror, attends, or has a scheduled attendance in connection with the jury 

service in any court in the United States; and (2) provide that such employee is entitled to return 

to the same employment that the employee held when summoned for jury service if the 

employee, as soon as practical after release from jury service, provides the employer actual 

notice that the employee intends to return. (Companion Bill is S.B. 370 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3464 (Hinojosa) – Police Labor Agreements and Civil Service: would, among other 

things, modify current law to provide that: (1) in an appeal to a civil service commission: (a) an 

appeal by a police officer for a charge for an incident that involves an individual who is a 

member of the public must also include the name and address of each involved individual; (b) 

not later than the 30
th

 day before the date of a commission hearing, the commission shall notify 

each individual listed in an appeal by a police officer of the date and time of the hearing, the 

individual’s right to attend, and instructions for exercising the individual’s rights related to the 

hearing; (c) not later than the fifth day before the date of the commission hearing, a member of 

the public, whether listed in the appeal or not, may provide evidence to the commission, 

including in support of an allegation against a peace officer that is basis of a disciplinary action; 

(d) an individual named by an affected police officer as directly involved in the incident that is 

the basis of the disciplinary action may request the commission to subpoena records or witnesses 

the individual considers pertinent to the case; and (e) the commission may consider evidence 

submitted by a member of the public and any evidence produced in response to that evidence; (2) 
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before a civil service commission may refuse to grant a request by the police chief to demote a 

police officer, the commission: (a) shall request from the department the contact information for 

any individual involved in any incident leading the department to recommend demotion, 

including a member of the public or another police officer; (b) shall notify the individual 

described in (2)(a) that such individual may request a public hearing and present reasons why the 

commission should grant the department’s request for demotion of the police officer; (c) may 

refuse to grant the request for demotion, if there are no involved individuals or the commission 

does not receive a request for a public hearing from an individual before the 10
th

 day after the 

date notice was provided to the individual; and (d) shall, if probable cause exists to demote the 

police officer, provide notice of the public hearing to consider the recommendation to demote the 

officer to a member of the public who has knowledge of the specific incident that is the basis for 

the recommendation to demote the officer; (3) a meet and confer agreement may not conflict 

with and does not supersede the provisions described in (1); and (4) a collective bargaining 

agreement may not conflict with the provisions described in (1) and must implement those 

provisions. 

 

H.B. 3492 (Cole) – Workers’ Compensation: would provide that it is presumed that post-

traumatic stress disorder suffered by a first responder is a compensable injury under the workers’ 

compensation system, unless it is shown by a preponderance of the evidence that: (1) the 

disorder is caused by an event occurring outside the course and scope of the first responder’s 

employment; or (2) no event that occurred in the course and scope of the first responder’s 

employment was a substantial contributing factor of the disorder. 

 

H.B. 3504 (Martinez Fischer) – Minimum Wage: would increase the minimum wage to not 

less than the greater of: (1) $10.10 an hour; or (2) federal minimum wage (currently at $7.25 an 

hour). 

 

H.B. 3635 (J. Turner) – Survivor Benefits: would modify current law to provide that the 

eligible survivors of certain peace officers who die in the line of duty shall be entitled to, 

beginning September 1, 2020, an adjustment to the lump sum amount required to be paid by the 

Employees Retirement System under current law in an amount equal to the percentage change in 

the consumer price index for the preceding year. 

 

H.B. 3676 (Capriglione) – Workers Compensation: would provide that lifetime income 

benefits are paid until the death of the employee for, among other things: (1) a physically 

traumatic injury to the brain resulting in permanent cognitive defects that: (a) render the 

employee permanently unemployable without significant accommodations; or (b) affect the non-

vocational quality of the employee’s life so as to eliminate the employee’s ability to engage in a 

range of usual cognitive processes; (2) third degree burns that cover at least 40 percent of the 

body and require grafting, or third degree burns covering the majority of: (a) both hands; (b) both 

feet; (c) one hand and one foot; or (d) one hand or foot and the face; or (3) permanent and total 

disability in certain circumstances if the employee is: (a) a first responder; and (b) employed by a 

political subdivision that self-insures, either individually or collectively.  (Companion bill is S.B. 

2181 by Nelson.) 
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H.B. 3813 (Martinez Fischer) – Immigration Enforcement: would remove the provisions of 

S.B. 4 (2017) relating to the enforcement of immigration laws by local governments, which 

allow the attorney general to seek to remove an officer who allegedly violates the terms of that 

law. 

 

H.B. 3847 (Calanni) – Pregnancy Discrimination: would: (1) require reasonable workplace 

accommodations for employees or applicants for employment with limitations related to 

pregnancy, childbirth, or a related medical condition; and (2) prohibit discrimination against 

employees and applicants for employment described in (1). 

 

H.B. 3922 (Martinez Fisher) – Minimum Wage: would provide for a phased-in minimum 

wage that will result in the following higher wages by 2026: (1) for the 2020 calendar year, not 

less than the greater of $9.25 an hour or the federal minimum wage (currently at $7.25); (2) for 

the 2021 calendar year, not less than the greater of $10 an hour or the federal minimum wage; (3) 

for the 2022 calendar year, not less than the greater of $12 an hour or the federal minimum wage; 

(4) for the 2023 calendar year, not less than the greater of $13 an hour or the federal minimum 

wage; (5) for the 2024 calendar year, not less than the greater of $14 an hour or the federal 

minimum wage; and (6) for the calendar year 2025 and thereafter, not less than the greater of $15 

an hour or the federal minimum wage. 

 

H.B. 3996 (Burrows) – Disease Presumption/Workers’ Compensation: would: (1) add 24 

listed cancers to the firefighter workers’ compensation disease presumption statute; (2) provide 

that, in addition to any sanctions, administrative penalty, or other remedy, the insurance 

commissioner may assess an administrative penalty against a political subdivision that self-

insures either individually or collectively that commits an administrative violation in connection 

with a workers’ compensation claim filed by an individual elected, appointed, or employed as a 

peace officer or firefighter; and (3) the amount of the administrative penalty shall not be less than 

two times the total amount of medical benefits and temporary income benefits in connection with 

the employee’s claim. 

 

H.B. 3999 (C. Turner) – Medicare Reimbursement Rate: would provide that a hospital, 

outpatient facility, or clinic that provides healthcare services to a first-responder who is 

employed full-time by a political subdivision or the state, a retired first-responder who is 

younger than 65 years of age, or a qualified dependent of a first responder shall accept as 

payment in full an amount equal to the Medicare reimbursement rate for the service provided, 

regardless of whether the individual, a health benefit issuer, a third-party administrator, the state, 

or a political subdivision is responsible for the claim. 

 

S.B. 1486 (Hinojosa) – Meal and Rest Breaks: would, among other things, provide that: (1) an 

employer shall provide to each employee, other than an employee who is the only employee on 

duty or who is covered by a collective bargaining agreement: (a) a paid rest break of at least 10 

minutes for every 3.5 hours of work that is not a part of a separate meal break; and (b) a meal 

break of at least 30 minutes for every 7.5 hours of work; and (2) an employer who violates the 

provisions described in (1) shall be liable for an assessment in an amount equal to the 

employee’s hourly wage rate multiplied by the number of rest breaks or meal breaks to which the 

employee was entitled. 
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S.B. 1582 (Lucio) – Peace Officer Disease Presumption: would: (1) provide that a peace 

officer shall be entitled to preventative immunization for any disease to which the peace officer 

may be exposed in performing official duties and for which immunization is possible; and (2) 

add peace officers, for purposes of workers’ compensation coverage, to the firefighters’ disease 

presumption statute for certain illnesses.  

 

S.B. 1634 (Campbell) – Labor Peace Agreements: would: (1) define a “labor peace 

agreement” as any agreement between a person and the employees of the person that limits or 

otherwise interferes with the rights of the person under federal labor law; and (2) provide that a 

city and a county shall not adopt or enforce an ordinance, order, or other measure that requires a 

person to enter into a labor peace agreement with the employees of the person or to waive or 

limit any right of the person under federal labor law as a condition of: (a) being considered for or 

awarded a contract; or (b) otherwise engaging in a commercial transaction with the city or 

county. (Companion bill is H.B. 3439 by Patterson.) 

 

S.B. 2088 (Flores) – Survivor Health Insurance Benefits: would, among other things, provide 

that: (1) upon the request of an eligible surviving spouse or surviving dependent of a public 

safety employee of a political subdivision, including a city, who died in the line of duty, the 

political subdivision that employed the deceased employee shall provide health insurance 

benefits to the eligible survivor at no cost to the survivor until the earlier of the date state death 

benefits are approved or six months after the date of the employee’s death; and (2) health 

insurance benefits coverage in place on the date of the decedent’s death under which the 

decedent covered a person shall not lapse for failure to pay the premium before final payment of 

state death benefits to such person.  

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 7 (Morrison) – Disaster Preparation: would, among other things, provide that: (1) the 

governor’s office, using existing resources, shall compile and maintain a comprehensive list of 

regulatory statutes and rules that may require suspension during a disaster; (2) the Texas 

Division on Emergency Management (Division) shall develop a plan to assist political 

subdivisions with executing contracts for services that political subdivisions are likely to need 

following a disaster that includes: (a) training on the benefits to a political subdivision of 

executing disaster preparation contracts in advance of a disaster; (b) recommendations on the 

services political subdivisions are likely to need following a disaster, including debris 

management and infrastructure repair; and (c) assistance to political subdivisions with finding 

persons capable of providing the services described in (2)(b) and executing contracts with those 

persons in advance of a disaster; and (3) the Division shall consult with the comptroller 

regarding including a contract for services a political subdivision is likely to need following a 

disaster, including debris management and infrastructure repair, on the schedule of multiple 

award contracts or as part of another cooperative purchasing program administered by the 

comptroller.  
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H.B. 2325 (Metcalf) – Communications During a Disaster: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Division on Emergency Management shall: (a) coordinate state and local government efforts to 

make 9-1-1 emergency service capable of receiving text messages from a cellular telephone or 

other wireless communication device; (b) develop standards for the use of social media as a 

communication tool by governmental entities during and after a disaster, that require: (i) state 

agencies, political subdivisions, first responders, and volunteers that use social media during and 

after a disaster to post consistent and clear information; (ii) optimizing the effectiveness of social 

media use during and after a disaster; and (iii) certain official social media accounts be used 

during and after a disaster only for providing credible sources of information; (c) develop a 

mobile application for wireless communication devices to communicate critical information 

during a disaster directly to disaster victims and first responders; (d) use data analytics software 

to integrate data from federal, state, local, and nongovernmental sources to more effectively 

manage disaster response and recovery; and (e) conduct a study on the use of standard 

communication format by first responders to create a common operating framework during a 

disaster; (2) municipalities, among other entities, shall conduct community outreach, including 

public awareness campaigns, and education activities on disaster preparedness every year; and 

(3) the Texas A&M University System shall develop a comprehensive disaster web portal. 

 

H.B. 2345 (Walle) – Disaster Mitigation:  would require the Texas Water Development Board 

to create an inventory of flood mitigation and resiliency projects, develop a method of 

prioritizing projects in that inventory, and coordinate with the Institute for a Disaster Resilient 

Texas, which is created as a component of Texas A&M University to collaborate with other 

components of The Texas A&M University System, institutions of higher education, state 

agencies, local governments, and other political subdivisions to provide disaster mitigation 

solutions. 

 

H.B. 3129 (Middleton) – Emergency Vehicle Safety Inspections: would provide that 

compulsory vehicle safety inspection requirements do not apply to an authorized emergency 

vehicle. 

 

H.B. 3154 (Parker) – Human Trafficking and Child Pornography Unit: would create a 

human trafficking and child pornography unit within the Department of Public Safety and 

require the unit to collaborate with federal and local law enforcement agencies to investigate 

human trafficking ad child pornography and arrest persons determined to engage in human 

trafficking or child pornography. 

 

H.B. 3164 (Clardy) – Unmanned Aircraft: would provide that: (1) it is lawful to capture an 

image using an unmanned aircraft if the image is captured by a governmental entity, or a person 

contracted by or under the direction of a governmental entity, for the purpose of: (a) the 

provision of 9-1-1 service; or (b) a mapping project or service other than a project or service for 

a law enforcement purpose; and (2) an incidental image of an unidentifiable individual captured 

in (1) may be used and shared by and between governmental entities and the public and is not 

prohibited from disclosure, inspecting, or copying under the Public Information Act. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 2034 by Hall.) 
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H.B. 3180 (Bowers) – Centralized Homelessness Crisis Response Data System: would 

provide that the Texas Interagency Council for the Homeless shall collaborate with a state 

agency designated by the council to establish a centralized homelessness crisis response data 

system through which state agencies, local governmental entities, including law enforcement 

agencies, court systems, school districts, and emergency service providers, and related to 

individuals who experience chronic homelessness in order to connect or refer those individuals 

to service, including affordable housing opportunities. 

 

H.B. 3262 (Buckley) – Passing Vehicles: would require a driver to either change lanes or slow 

down when passing a stationary vehicle used for and being operated in connection with 

transporting municipal solid waste or recyclable material from a location adjacent to the 

highway. (Companion bill is S.B. 780 by Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 3285 (Sheffield) – Opioid Antagonist Program: would require the executive 

commissioner of Health and Human Services to establish a program to provide opioid 

antagonists for the prevention of opioid overdoses and provide opioid antagonists under the 

program to emergency medical services personnel, first responders, law enforcement agencies, 

public schools, community centers, and other persons likely to be in a position to respond to an 

opioid overdose. 

 

H.B. 3290 (Toth) – Public School Campus Special Threat Response Plans: would: (1) require 

school districts in coordination with law enforcement agencies, emergency medical service 

providers, and fire departments, to establish a policy using uniform nomenclature to be included 

in each school district’s multihazard emergency operations plan for coordinating with law 

enforcement agencies, emergency medical service providers, and fire departments when 

responding to a special threat on a school’s campus; (2) require a school district to conduct a 

special threat drill with law enforcement agencies, emergency medical service providers, and fire 

departments in accordance with the policy in (1); and (3) require law enforcement agencies, 

emergency medical service providers, and fire departments serving a school district to adopt a 

response policy incorporating the policy established under (1) and include any additional 

information necessary for the law enforcement agencies, emergency medical service providers, 

and fire departments to perform their duties under the school district’s response policy. 

 

H.B. 3294 (Raymond) – Asset Forfeiture Funds: would allow a commissioners court to apply 

to the attorney representing the state or the head a law enforcement agency for reimbursement 

from civil asset forfeiture funds for the reasonable cost of transporting a body for the purpose of 

an autopsy. (Companion bill is S.B. 1150 by Zaffirini.)  

 

H.B. 3307 (White) – Emergency Services District: would allow an emergency services district 

to provide public health services, contract with a local government to provide those services, and 

charge a reasonable fee for performing those services for or on behalf of a person or entity. 

 

H.B. 3316 (White) – Crime Stoppers: would, among other things, provide that a person who is 

a member or employee of a law enforcement agency or who otherwise accepts a report of 

criminal activity or conduct or threatened conduct that constitutes a danger to public safety 

commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly discloses to a person not a member 
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of or employed by a crime stoppers organization, a law enforcement agency, a school district, or 

an open enrollment charter school the entity of a person who made a report or the content of the 

report that reveals the identity of a person who made a report without the person’s consent, with 

certain exceptions. 

 

H.B. 3335 (Moody) – Search Warrants: would extend the length of time for which an affidavit 

establishing probable cause for a search warrant may be sealed, and provide for an interested 

person to file with the court a motion to reconsider an order sealing the affidavit. (Companion 

bill is S.B. 1269 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3340 (Johnson of Dallas) – Medical Cannabis for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder: 

would (1) authorize the possession, use, cultivation, distribution, transportation, and delivery of 

medical cannabis for medical use by patients with post-traumatic stress disorder; (2) authorize 

the licensing of dispensing organizations; (3) authorize an application fee for licenses to operate 

a dispensing organization; and (4) prevent cities from enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, 

ordinance, resolution, or other regulation that prohibits the cultivation, production, dispensing, or 

possession of medical cannabis as authorized by the bill.  

 

H.B. 3367 (E. Thompson) - Disaster Recovery: would: (1) create a business advisory council 

on disaster recovery and mitigation to advise the Commissioner of the General Land Office on 

various issues, including disaster recovery mitigation and resilience related to housing, issues 

faced by local governments, and solutions to address inefficiencies or problems in local 

governmental disaster response; and (2) provide that the council in (1) consist of representatives 

of banking and insurance, construction, manufacturing, oil and gas, tourism and hospitability, 

and small business. (Companion bill is S.B. 594 by Kolkhorst.) 

 

H.B. 3409 (Reynolds) – Trauma Training: would require the Court of Criminal Appeals to 

provide to prosecuting attorneys and Texas Commission on Law Enforcement to require law 

enforcement officers to take training related to trauma and the impact of trauma to enable 

prosecuting attorneys and law enforcement officers to identify individuals who have experiences 

traumatic events, minimize re-traumatization, and refer those individuals to the appropriate 

medical or mental health care professional for treatment. 

 

H.B. 3416 (Geren) – Police Employment of Legal Permanent Residents: would provide that: 

(1) a political subdivision, including a city, that commissions and employs peace officers may 

commission and employ as a peace officer a legal permanent resident of the United States; and 

(2) the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement shall issue a peace officer license to a person 

who is a legal permanent resident of the United States if the person meets the requirements to be 

a peace officer.  

 

H.B. 3418 (E. Thompson) – Hurricane Preparedness: would, among other things, require: (1) 

the governor to issue a proclamation each year before hurricane season instructing: (a) 

individuals, including residential and commercial property owners, to prepare their property and 

communities for the upcoming hurricane season; and (b) cities and other agencies, to the extent 

practicable, to conduct community outreach and education activities on hurricane preparedness 

between May 25 and 31 of each year; and (2) the General Land Office to conduct a public 
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information campaign each year before and during hurricane season to provide local officials and 

the public with information regarding housing assistance that may be available under state and 

federal law in the event of a major hurricane or flooding event, including information about types 

of assistance unavailable under the law. (Companion bill is S.B. 285 by Miles.) 

 

H.B. 3453 (Clardy) – Location Information Subpoenas: would provide that: (1) that a peace 

officer is authorized to install, operate, and monitor a pen register or trap and trace device if, 

among other things, another peace officer is designated to approve for the authorized officer’s 

agency the emergency required for disclosure of location information and approves the 

installation and use of a pen register or trap and trace device by reasonably determining that an 

emergency exists in the territorial jurisdiction of the authorized officer; (2) a district judge may, 

in certain circumstances, issue a warrant authorizing the use of a cell site simulator to obtain 

location information from a cellular telephone or other wireless communication device or 

requiring the disclosure of location information by a service provider; (3) a district judge may 

issue a warrant requiring the disclosure of location information by a provider of an electronic 

communications service or a remote computing service based on the location where an offense 

occurred in certain circumstances; and (4) a person commits an offense if the person knowingly 

uses a cell site simulator to locate or identify a wireless communications device or intercept the 

content of an electronic communication with certain exceptions. (Companion bill is S.B. 2093 by 

Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 3470 (Allen) – School Police Officers: would: (1) authorize the governing board of the 

Texas School for the Deaf and board of trustees of any school district to enter into a 

memorandum of understanding with a local law enforcement agency to provide school resource 

officers (SROs); and (2) require the board of trustees of a school district to determine the law 

enforcement duties of peace officers, SROs, and security personnel, but prohibit the board from 

assigning duties that are routine student discipline or school administrative tasks or involve 

contact with students unrelated to law enforcement duties. (Companion bill is S.B. 1707 by 

Lucio.) 

 

H.B. 3494 (Cole) – Unmanned Aircraft: would: (1) include certain airports that serve 

commercial air carriers in the definition of “critical infrastructure” for purposes of regulating 

unmanned aircraft; and (2) repeal the limited authority a county or city currently has to adopt or 

enforce any ordinance, order, or similar measure regarding the operation of an unmanned 

aircraft.  

 

H.B. 3501 (Gonzalez of Dallas) – Toxicological Evidence: would: (1) change how the court 

would determine the appropriate retention and preservation period of toxicological evidence in 

certain intoxication offenses; (2) require the court to notify the defendant or the child or the 

child’s guardian and the entity or individual charged with storage of the toxicological evidence 

that the applicable retention period has expired; (3) prescribe which method these notices are 

required to be sent; and (4) allow the entity or individual charged with storing the toxicological 

evidence to destroy the evidence on the expiration of the period provided by the notice most 

recently issued by the court. 
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H.B. 3526 (Rose) – Peace Officer Curriculum: would, among other things, require peace 

officers and reserve law enforcement officers, as part of the minimum curriculum training, to 

complete an education and training program related to the Texas Crime Information Center’s 

child safety check alert list. 

 

H.B. 3527 (Rose) – Peace Officer Curriculum: would require all officers, as part of the 

minimum curriculum training, to complete a basic education and training program on the 

trafficking of persons. (This bill is identical to H.B. 292 by S. Thompson.) 

 

H.B. 3532 (Rose) – Alert System for Missing Adults: would: (1) provide for a system to issue 

a countywide alert for a missing adult to be administered by the Department of Public Safety; 

and (2) requires a local law enforcement agency with jurisdiction over a missing adult to notify 

DPS in certain circumstances so that DPS may issue an alert. 

 

H.B. 3534 (Shine) – Ethics Complaint: would: (1) allow the Texas Ethics Commission (TEC) 

to disclose certain confidential information related to a complaint filed with TEC to a law 

enforcement agency; and (2) require a law enforcement agency to take measures to prevent the 

disclosure of confidential information received under (1), and provide that a person who 

impermissibly discloses the confidential information commits a Class C misdemeanor offense. 

 

H.B. 3540 (Burns) – Peace Officer’s Authority: would provide that: (1) before a peace officer 

arrests a certain person with intellectual or developmental disability, the officer shall: (a) 

consider whether it is in the best interest of the person to arrest the person or to release the 

person in lieu of arrest to the person’s residence; and (b) make reasonable efforts to consult with 

the person’s legal guardian or representative and the staff at the person’s residence regarding that 

decision; and (2) a peace officer is not required to comply with (1) if the officer has probable 

cause to believe that there is a continuing threat of violence by or against the person with 

intellectual or developmental disability. 

 

H.B. 3554 (Farrar) – Forensic Analysis and Testimony: would provide that: (1) a forensic 

analysis of physical evidence and expert testimony presented by the state would not be 

admissible in a criminal action if the crime laboratory at the time it conducted the analysis was 

not accredited by the Texas Forensic Science Commission (TFSC); and (2) evidence that a crime 

laboratory holds a certificate of accreditation issued by the TFSC is not admissible in a criminal 

action for the purpose of establishing the validity of a forensic analysis performed by the 

laboratory. 

 

H.B. 3558 (Farrar) – Tow Trucks: would: (1) allow a tow truck operator to install and operate 

a system, that is capable of taking photographic, video, or digital images of vehicles that pass the 

tow truck in violations of the offense of passing certain vehicles; and (2) allow law enforcement 

to use the evidence collected in (1) to notify the registered owner of the vehicle of the possible 

violation of passing certain vehicle or enforcement of this offense. 

 

H.B. 3566 (Farrar) – Strangulation Assault: would, among other things: (1) require a law 

enforcement agency to request a forensic medical examination of a victim of an alleged 

strangulation assault for use in the investigation or prosecution of the offense if a strangulation 
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assault is reported to a law enforcement agency within 120 hours of the assault and with consent 

of the victim, a person authorized to act on behalf of the victim, or an employee of the 

Department of Family and Protective Services; (2) allow a law enforcement agency to decline 

requesting a forensic medical examination of the victim if the person has made one or more false 

reports of offense involving family violence to any law enforcement agency and if there is no 

other evidence to corroborate the current allegations; (3) allow law enforcement agency, if the 

agency considered it appropriate, to request a forensic medical examination of the victim if the 

strangulation assault is not reported within 120 hours, but the law enforcement agency receives 

consent as described in (1); and (4) require a law enforcement agency to pay the cost of the 

forensic portion of the examination and of the strangulation assault evidence collection kit less 

any amount to be paid directly to the health care facility by the attorney general on the 

application from the health care facility. 

 

H.B. 3584 (Metcalf) – Emergency Management Training: would provide that the emergency 

training related to emergency management responsibilities of officers of political subdivisions 

that is developed and provided by the Texas Division of Emergency Management shall include 

information on using the 9-1-1 system and internet websites, including social media websites, for 

communicating effectively with the public during and after a disaster. 

 

H.B. 3616 (Hunter) – Faith-Based Disaster Response Taskforce: would establish a task force 

on faith-based disaster response to assist the Texas Division of Emergency Management with 

issues related to participation of faith-based organizations in disaster relief.  

 

H.B. 3688 (White) – Arrest of Juveniles: would modify current law to provide that if a child 

who has been committed to the Texas Juvenile Justice Department and placed by the department 

in any institution or facility and such child escapes or breaks any conditions of a supervised 

release, a special investigator and a peace officer may, without a warrant, arrest the child. 

 

H.B. 3711 (Bucy) – Peace Officers: would provide that: (1) a peace officer may prevent an 

individual from engaging in an activity under (2) if necessary to enforce a criminal statute or a 

reasonable restriction on the time, place, or manner of the activity; (2) except as provided in (1), 

a peace officer or private party may not prevent an individual from knocking on the front door of 

a residential unit, ringing the doorbell of the unit, or leaving a pamphlet, flier, or other form of 

written communication for the purpose of assisting an occupant of the unit with registering to 

vote or communicating to an occupant of the unit support or opposition for: (a) a candidate for 

nomination or election to public office or office of a political party; (b) a political party; or (c) a 

measure. 

 

H.B. 3736 (Klick) – Emergency Detention: would require a peace officer who takes a person 

into custody for emergency detention because of mental illness to inform the person orally in 

simple, nontechnical terms that a staff member of the facility will inform the person of the 

person’s right before questioning, assessing, or examining the person. 

 

H.B. 3742 (Klick) – Emergency Detention Notifications: would require a notification of 

emergency detention to include: (1) a description of the place and setting where the detention 
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was initiated; and (2) the age, race, gender, and other demographic information required by rule 

of the executive commissioner of the Health and Human Services. 

 

H.B. 3757 (J. Gonzalez) – Body Worn Cameras: would delete the requirement that a body 

worn camera policy include a provision that entitles an officer to access any recording of an 

incident involving the officer before the officer is required to make a statement about the 

incident. 

 

H.B. 3800 (Thompson of Harris) – Human Trafficking Reporting: would: (1) require a peace 

officer who investigates the alleged commission of human trafficking to prepare and submit to a 

university designated by the attorney general a written report that includes, among other things, 

the offense being investigated and certain information regarding each person suspected of the 

offense and each victim of the offense; and (2) provide that the attorney general may prescribe 

the form and manner of submission of a report and additional information to include in the 

report.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1920 by Alvarado.) 

 

H.B. 3811 (Martinez Fischer) – Immigration Enforcement: would provide that a local entity, 

including the governing body of a city, a police officer, or a city attorney, does not violate the 

provisions of S.B. 4 (2017), relating to the enforcement of immigration laws by local 

governments, by endorsing a policy under which they prohibit or materially limit the 

enforcement of immigration laws. 

 

H.B. 3826 (Julie Johnson) – Medical Cannabis in Lieu of Opioids: would (1) authorize the 

possession, use, cultivation, distribution, transportation, and delivery of medical cannabis for 

medical use in lieu of opioids by patients with acute or chronic pain; (2) authorize the licensing 

of dispensing organizations; (3) authorize an application fee for licenses to operate a dispensing 

organization; and (4) prevent cities from enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, ordinance, 

resolution, or other regulation that prohibits the cultivation, production, dispensing, or possession 

of medical cannabis as authorized by the bill.  

 

H.B. 3858 (Jarvis Johnson) – F-5 Separation Report: would provide that: (1) an F-5 

separation report that is provided by the police chief or the police chief’s designee to the Texas 

Commission on Law Enforcement (Commission) shall include an explanation of the 

circumstances under which a peace officer separated employment and, if applicable, a 

description of any violation of a rule or policy committed by the peace officer and a copy of the 

rule or policy; (2) at any time after the police chief or the police chief’s designee submits the 

separation report, the police chief or his designee may amend the report, on a form prescribed by 

the Commission, if amending the initial report is necessary based on a reconsideration of the 

circumstances for the separation; and (3) not later than the seventh business day after the date the 

amended report is submitted to the Commission, the police chief or the police chief’s designee 

shall provide a copy of the amended report to the license holder or if the license holder is 

deceased, the license holder’s next of kin.  

 

H.B. 3895 (Oliverson) – Disaster Area Offenses: would increase the criminal penalties for 

certain offenses committed in a disaster area or an evacuated area. (Companion bill is S.B. 201 

by Huffman.) 
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H.B. 3914 (Sherman) – Warrants for Location Information: would provide that: (1) a search 

warrant may be issued to search for and seize location information, which means information 

that reveals the location of a wireless communications device using certain methods; (2) 

“electronic customer data” is information of an electronic communications service or provider of 

a remote computing service that reveals the identify of customers, information about a 

customer’s use of applicable services, information that identifies the recipient or destination of a 

wire or electronic communication sent to or by a customer, and location information; (3) a 

prosecutor may file a warrant for electronic customer data under state or federal law on the 

prosecutor’s own motion or the request of an authorized peace officer; and (4) a district judge 

may issue a search warrant for electronic customer data regardless of whether the customer data 

is held at a location in Texas. 

 

H.B. 3953 (Murr) – Motor Vehicle Accident Reports: would require a law enforcement officer 

who in the regular course of duty investigates a motor vehicle accident shall make a written 

report of the accident of the accident resulted in injury to or the death of a person or damages to 

the property of any one person to the apparent extent of $5,000 or more. 

 

H.B. 4021 (Dominguez) – Firearms: would provide that a person is prohibited from carrying a 

firearm within 100 feet of the premises of any government court or offices used by the court, 

unless pursuant to written regulations or written authorization of the court. 

 

H.B. 4045 (Dominguez) – Medical Cannabis: would: (1) authorize the possession, use, 

cultivation, distribution, transportation, and delivery of medical cannabis for medical use by 

patients for whom a physician determines medical cannabis is a medically necessary treatment; 

(2) authorize the licensing of dispensing organizations; (3) authorize an application fee not to 

exceed $30,000 for licenses to operate a dispensing organization; and (4) prevent cities from 

enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, ordinance, resolution, or other regulation that prohibits 

the cultivation, production, dispensing, or possession of medical cannabis as authorized by the 

bill. 

 

H.B. 4046 (Lozano) – Communication Regarding Disaster: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Division of Emergency Management (Division) shall: (a) coordinate state and local government 

efforts to make 9-1-1 emergency service capable of receiving text messages from a cellular 

telephone or other wireless communication device; (b) develop a mobile application for wireless 

communication devices to communicate critical information during a disaster directly to disaster 

victims and first responders; and (c) conduct a study on improving communication during a 

disaster; and (2) the Texas A&M University System, in conjunction with the governor and the 

Division shall develop a comprehensive disaster web portal that provides disaster information to 

the public, disaster response and recovery efforts, and information on obtaining assistance from 

entities providing disaster assistances. 

 

H.B. 4074 (Blanco) – Local Public Safety Entities: would provide that: (1) local public safety 

entities that provide safety services to protect the safety of life, health, or property may purchase 

commodity items from the Department of Information Resources and be charged a reasonable 

administrative fee for the purchase; and (2) the DIR may contract for use of the consolidated 
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telecommunications system with local public safety entities that provide safety services to 

protect the safety of life, health, or property. 

 

H.B. 4084 (Walle) – Unmanned Aircraft: would make the operation of an unmanned aircraft 

over or within 1,000 feet of school facilities a criminal offense, but make exceptions for conduct 

by a governmental entity, a person under contract with or on behalf of a governmental entity, a 

law enforcement agency that gives the school prior notice, and a person under contract with a 

law enforcement agency that gives the school prior notice. (Companion bill is S.B. 1701 by 

Whitmire.) 

 

H.B. 4118 (Burns) – Family Violence Incident: would impose additional duties and reporting 

requirements on a peace officer when investigating a family violence allegation or responding to 

a disturbance call that may involve family violence and the peace officer has reason to believe 

that strangulation occurred. 

 

H.J.R. 108 (Canales) – Cannabis: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that the 

legislature by law shall authorize and regulate the possession, cultivation, and sale of cannabis in 

Texas. 

 

S.B. 6 (Kolkhorst) – Emergency Management: would provide, among other things, that: (1) 

the Texas Division of Emergency Management (Division) shall develop a model guide for local 

officials regarding disaster response and recovery that includes information on: (a) contracting 

for debris removal; (b) obtaining federal disaster funding; (c) coordinating the availability and 

construction of short-term and long-term housing; and (d) obtaining assistance from local, state, 

and federal volunteer organizations; (2) the emergency training related to emergency 

management responsibilities of officers of political subdivisions shall include training based on 

the disaster response guide described in (1); (3) the Division, in consultation with other entities, 

including political subdivisions, shall develop a catastrophic debris management plan and model 

guide for use by political subdivisions in the event of a disaster that must: (a) provide a guide for 

clearance and disposal of debris caused by a disaster; and (b) include: (i) provisions for the use 

of trench burners and air curtain incinerators of vegetative debris, including identifying sources 

of equipment for use immediately following a disaster; and (ii) contracting standards and a 

model contract for use in procuring debris removal services following a disaster; (4) the Division 

shall consult with the comptroller about including a contract for debris removal services on the 

schedule of multiple award contracts or another cooperative purchasing program administered by 

the comptroller; (5) for the establishment of a wet debris study group to study issues related to 

preventing the creation of wet debris and best practices for clearing wet debris following a 

disaster; and (6) for the establishment of an emergency management workgroup of persons 

knowledgeable in emergency management to study and develop a proposal for enhancing the 

training and credentialing of emergency management directors and emergency management 

coordinators. 

 

S.B. 20 (Huffman) – Prostitution and Trafficking: would: (1) make numerous changes to the 

law related to the prosecution of, penalties for, and other consequences of prostitution, 

trafficking of persons, and related criminal offenses; (2) provide that, notwithstanding a 

provision in a commercial lease to the contrary, a tenant’s right of possession terminates if the 
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tenant is using the premises or allowing the premises to be used to operate, maintain, or advertise 

a massage establishment that is not in compliance with a local ordinance relating to the licensing 

or regulation of a massage establishment; and (3) provide that a landlord of a multiunit 

commercial property is in breach of a lease with a tenant if: (a) the tenant reasonably believes 

that another tenant is engaging in certain unlawful activity, including prostitution, human 

trafficking, or operating, maintaining, or advertising a massage establishment that is not in 

compliance with a local ordinance relating to the licensing or regulation of a massage 

establishment; (b) the tenant gives the landlord certain notice of the unlawful activity; and (c) the 

landlord does not take certain action against the offending tenant. (Companion bill is H.B. 15 by 

S. Thompson.) 

 

S.B. 1479 (Johnson) – Criminal Penalties for Possession of Marihuana: would reduce 

criminal penalties for possession of one ounce or less of marihuana. 

 

S.B. 1579 (Alvarado) – Emergency Services District: would allow an emergency services 

district created to perform both fire prevention and emergency medical services to separate into 

two completely overlapping districts. 

 

S.B. 1581 (West) – Cannabis: would: (1) authorize the possession, use, cultivation, 

manufacture, distribution, sale, and testing of cannabis and cannabis products; (2) authorize the 

licensing of dispensing organizations; (3) authorize an application fee for licenses to operate a 

dispensing organization; (4) prevent cities from enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, 

ordinance, order, resolution, or other regulation that prohibits or unreasonably restricts the 

cultivation, production, processing, dispensing, transportation, or possession of cannabis or 

cannabis products or the operation of a cannabis grower, cannabis establishment, cannabis secure 

transporter, or cannabis testing facility as authorized by the bill; (5) provide that cities may adopt 

regulations consistent with the bill governing the hours of operation, location, manner of 

conducting business, and number of cannabis growers, cannabis establishments, or cannabis 

testing facilities; (6) provide for certain criminal penalties; and (7) provide for a tax on cannabis 

or cannabis products, 10% of which would go to cities in which cannabis establishments are 

located in proportion to number of cannabis establishments.   

 

S.B. 1766 (West) – Firearms/Protective Orders: would provide that: (1) each county 

commissioners court shall establish a task force for the surrender and return of firearms due to 

family violence, including among others the police chief from the largest city in the county or his 

or her designee; (2) the task force shall develop policy recommendations, model forms, and 

guidelines for best practices related to the surrender, receipt, storage, return, and disposal of 

firearms due to an order prohibiting a person from possessing a firearm following a finding of 

family violence entered by a court or an arrest or charge for an offense involving family 

violence; (3) the task force shall make available all recommendations, forms, and guidelines 

developed to all judges with jurisdiction over cases involving family violence in the county and 

all law enforcement agencies with jurisdiction in the county; and (4) a court may also order an 

alleged family violence offender to surrender all firearms owned by the offender, with numerous 

conditions and criteria for doing so. 
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S.B. 1799 (Zaffirini) – Driving with Invalid License: would provide that a peace officer may, 

instead of arresting a person charged with driving with an invalid license, issue the person a 

citation and written notice to appear and allow a passenger in the motor vehicle with a driver’s 

license to operate the vehicle following the issuance of the citation. 

 

S.B. 1801 (Huffman) – Nondisclosure of Criminal History Record Information: would 

require a commercially sexually exploited person court program to provide to each program 

participant with information related to the right to petition for an order of nondisclosure of 

criminal history record information. 

 

S.B. 1816 (Whitmire) – Private Security Companies: would authorize a city, county, or other 

political subdivision to regulate the time and manner of solicitations by a licensed private 

security company or employee of a licensed private security company. (Companion bill is H.B. 

3112 by Reynolds.) 

 

S.B. 1827 (Menendez) - Administration of Epinephrine by Peace Officer: would: (1) allow a 

peace officer to possess and administer an epinephrine auto-injector device to a person in an 

emergency situation if the peace officer has successfully completed training in the use of the 

device in a course approved by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement; and (2) provide that 

the administration by a peace officer of epinephrine auto injector device in the situation 

described in (1), would not: (a) constitute the unlawful practice of any health care profession; (b) 

create a civil, criminal, or administrative cause of action or liability; (c) create a standard of care, 

obligation, or duty that provides a basis for a cause of action for an act or omission; and (d) 

waive governmental immunity from suit or liability. (Companion bill is H.B. 2413 by Lambert.) 

 

S.B. 1837 (Alvarado) – Medical Cannabis: would: (1) authorize the possession, use, 

cultivation, distribution, transportation, and delivery of medical cannabis for medical use by 

patients for whom a physician determines medical cannabis is the best available treatment for the 

patient’s medical condition or symptoms; (2) authorize the licensing of dispensing organizations; 

(3) authorize an application fee for licenses to operate a dispensing organization; and (4) prevent 

cities from enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, ordinance, resolution, or other regulation that 

prohibits the cultivation, production, dispensing, or possession of medical cannabis as authorized 

by the bill. 

 

S.B. 1847 (Miles) – Marihuana Possession: would reduce the penalty for the possession of 

marijuana to a Class C misdemeanor if the amount of marihuana possessed is one ounce or less, 

with some exceptions. 

 

S.B. 1849 (Miles) – School Safety: this is a voluminous school safety bill.  Of interest to cities, 

it would: (1) require a school safety committee to consult with local law enforcement agencies 

on methods to increase law enforcement presence near district campuses; (2) provide that the 

Health and Human Services Commission, in cooperation with local mental health authorities, 

shall identify behavioral health professionals to serve as volunteer emergency response team 

members of a local emergency response network to: (a) expand local emergency response 

networks that provide critical incident stress management services and crisis response services to 

emergency service providers; and (b) establish local emergency response networks to provide 
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crisis response services to victims of a crisis, disaster, or emergency and family members of 

those victims; (3) create a statewide case management system related to domestic violence and 

cases and protective orders; and (4) provide that a person commits a Class C offense if the 

person: (a) owns a firearm that is subsequently stolen from the person; and (b) fails to report the 

theft to a peace officer or law enforcement agency on or before the 10th day after the date the 

person became aware the firearm was stolen. 

 

S.B. 1900 (Fallon) – Licensed Carry: would provide that a state agency or a political 

subdivision of the state may not prohibit or attempt to prohibit a license holder who is carrying a 

handgun from entering or remaining on a premises or other place owned or leased by the 

governmental entity by taking any action, including an action consisting of the provision of 

notice by a communication described by the so-called “30.06 or 30.07” signs, unless license 

holders are prohibited from carrying a handgun on the premises or other place by state law. 

 

S.B. 1920 (Alvarado) – Human Trafficking Report: would require a municipal police 

department in a county with a population of more than 50,000 whose peace officers investigate 

the alleged commission of human trafficking to prepare and submit to a university designated by 

the attorney general a written report that includes certain information concerning human 

trafficking investigations. (Companion bill is H.B. 3800 by S. Thompson.) 

 

S.B. 1927 (Fallon) – Firearms: would provide that: (1) a city may not adopt regulations relating 

to: (a) the transfer, possession, carrying, ownership, storage, transportation, licensing, or 

registration of firearms, air guns, knives, ammunition, or firearm or air gun supplies or 

accessories; (b) commerce in firearms, air guns, knives, ammunition, or firearm or air gun 

supplies or accessories; or (c) the discharge of a firearm or air gun at a sport shooting range; (2) 

an ordinance, resolution, rule, or policy adopted or enforced by a city, or an official action, 

including in any legislative, police power, or proprietary capacity, taken by an employee or agent 

of a city in violation of the bill is void; (3) the bill does not affect the authority a city has under 

another law to adopt or enforce a generally applicable zoning ordinance, land use regulation, fire 

code, or business ordinance to: (a) regulate the carrying of a firearm by a person licensed to carry 

a handgun in accordance with the law relating to appropriate signage, unless the ordinance or 

regulation is designed or enforced to effectively restrict or prohibit the manufacture, sale, 

purchase, transfer, or display of firearms, firearm accessories, or ammunition that is otherwise 

lawful in this state; or (c) regulate or prohibit an employee’s carrying or possession of a firearm, 

firearm accessory, or ammunition in the course of the employee’s official duties, so long as that 

regulation doesn’t violate current law relating to the possession of a firearm in a parking lot; and 

(4) a person adversely affected by a violation of the bill may file suit against the city in an 

appropriate court, which shall award to a plaintiff who prevails: (a) actual damages; (b) equitable 

relief as determined by the court to be necessary, including declarative or injunctive relief; and 

(c) reasonable expenses, including attorney’s fees, court costs, and expert witness fees.  

(Companion bill is H.B. 3231 by Clardy.)  

 

S.B. 1945 (Watson) – Mental Health/Firearms: would, among other things, provide that if the 

clerk of court informs a law enforcement agency holding a firearm that the person is subject to a 

temporary firearm restriction, the law enforcement agency shall hold the firearm until the 

expiration of the 90-day period of the restriction. 
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S.B. 1996 (Birdwell) – Unmanned Aircraft: would: (1) provide that a person commits the 

criminal offense of operating an unmanned aircraft over or near a correctional facility, detention 

facility, or critical infrastructure facility if the person acts with criminal negligence (current law 

provides that a person must act intentionally or knowingly); and (2) require a peace officer who 

investigates an offense described in (1) to notify the Department of Public Safety of the 

investigation, and provide other information as the department determines necessary. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 3082 by Murphy.) 

 

S.B. 2045 (Fallon) - Mutual Aid: would modify current law to allow a county, city, or joint 

airport to enter into an agreement with any city or county, regardless of whether the city is a 

neighboring city or the county is contiguous, to form a mutual aid law enforcement task force to 

cooperate in criminal investigations and law enforcement. (Companion bill is H.B. 1789 by 

Tinderholt.) 

 

S.B. 2076 (Paxton) – Digital License Plates: would: (1) allow the issuance of digital license 

plates in lieu of physical license plates for motor vehicles; (2) require the Texas Department of 

Motor Vehicles to consult with law enforcement agencies when considering whether to approve 

the design of a digital license plate; and (3) allow the DMV to contract with a digital license 

plate provider for the issuance of digital license plates, including any services relating to the 

issuance of digital license plates.  (Companion bill is H.B. 1711 by Paddie.) 

 

S.B. 2093 (Hughes) – Location Information Subpoenas: would provide that: (1) that a peace 

officer is authorized to install, operate, and monitor a pen register or trap and trace device if, 

among other things, another peace officer is designated to approve for the authorized officer’s 

agency the emergency required for disclosure of location information and approves the 

installation and use of a pen register or trap and trace device by reasonably determining that an 

emergency exists in the territorial jurisdiction of the authorized officer; (2) a district judge may, 

in certain circumstances, issue a warrant authorizing the use of a cell site simulator to obtain 

location information from a cellular telephone or other wireless communication device or 

requiring the disclosure of location information by a service provider; (3) a district judge may 

issue a warrant requiring the disclosure of location information by a provider of an electronic 

communications service or a remote computing service based on the location where an offense 

occurred in certain circumstances; and (4) a person commits an offense if the person knowingly 

uses a cell site simulator to locate or identify a wireless communications device or intercept the 

content of an electronic communication with certain exceptions. (Companion bill is H.B. 3453 

by Clardy.) 

 

S.B. 2114 (West) – Exculpatory Evidence: would: (1) require a law enforcement agency filing 

a case with the attorney representing the state to submit to the attorney representing the state a 

written statement by a peace officer employed by the agency acknowledging that all documents, 

items, and information in the possession of the agency that are required to be disclosed to the 

defendant in the case have been transmitted to the attorney representing the state; (2) provide 

that, if at any time after the case is filed with an attorney representing the state, the law 

enforcement agency discovers or acquires any additional information, item, or document 

required to be disclosed, a peace officer employed by the agency shall promptly submit it to the 
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attorney representing the state; (3) provide that a law enforcement agency shall promptly 

disclose to each attorney representing the state the identity of each peace officer or other 

employee of the agency for whom a finding of misconduct has been sustained if that finding 

would be required to be disclosed to a defendant; and (4) provide that the Texas Commission on 

Law Enforcement shall revoke or suspend a license, place on probation a person whose license 

has been suspended, or reprimand a license holder for a violation of (1), (2), or (3). 

 

S.B. 2127 (Creighton) – Border Volunteer Training Program: would provide that, the Texas 

Department of Public Safety, in coordination with local law enforcement agencies shall establish 

and administer a voluntary training program for peace officers employed by local law 

enforcement agencies that will prepare the officers to: (1) collaborate and cooperate with and 

assist any law enforcement agency in the interdiction, investigation, and prosecution of criminal 

activity in the Texas-Mexico border region; and (2) collaborate and cooperate with prosecutors 

in the investigation and prosecution of allegations of criminal activity in the Texas-Mexico 

border region.  

 

S.B. 2113 (West) – Expunction: would, among other things, provide that: (1) a court may not 

order the expunction of records and files relating to an arrest if the offense for which the person 

was arrested arose out of a criminal episode and the person was convicted of or remains subject 

to prosecution for at least one other offense occurring during the criminal episode; (2) in the case 

of a person who is the subject of an expunction order on the basis of actual innocence, a court 

shall provide in the expunction order that the law enforcement agency and the prosecuting 

attorney must retain the records and files; (3) records and files retained under (2) may be used for 

the purpose of training attorneys and criminal justice agencies with respect to the identification 

and prevention of wrongful convictions; and (4) the term “complaint” is add to various sections 

of the expunction statute. (Companion bill is H.B. 4133 by Bowers.) 

 

S.B. 2135 (Powell) - Law Enforcement: would: (1) require a law enforcement agency to 

provide the superintendent or superintendent’s designee information related to a student that has 

been arrested for certain felony or misdemeanor offenses when requested for the purpose of 

conducting a threat assessment or preparing a safety plan relating to that student; (2) allow the 

school board to enter into a memorandum of understanding with a law enforcement agency 

regarding the exchange of information relevant to conducting a threat assessment or preparing a 

safety plan; and (3) allow law enforcement records concerning a child to be inspected or copied 

by a superintendent or superintendent’s designee of a public primary or secondary school where 

the child is enrolled only for the purpose of conducting a threat assessment or preparing a safety 

plan related to the child. (Companion bill is H.B. 1825 by Cortez.) 

 

S.B. 2148 (Zaffirini) – Clemency Review Panel: would provide that the Board of Pardons and 

Paroles, in consultation with the governor, shall appoint a panel of experts to review an 

application for clemency from a person who was convicted of an offense committed while under 

duress or coercion as a result of being a victim of human trafficking or family violence assault 

and the panel must have a representative of a local law enforcement agency that has specialized 

intervention policies for identifying survivors of human trafficking or family violence. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 3078 by S. Thompson.) 
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S.B. 2189 (Whitmire) – Driver’s Licenses: would: (1) eliminate the administrative fee for 

failure to pay or satisfy certain judgments; (2) eliminate failure to pay or satisfy certain 

judgments as a reason to deny the renewal of a driver’s license; (3) allow the Texas Department 

of Public Safety to waive the driver’s license reinstatement fees or administrative fees for those 

persons determined to be indigent; and (4) create a period of time the Department of Public 

Safety can deny renewal of a driver’s license. (Companion is H.B. 1372 by White.) 

 

S.B. 2213 (Schwertner) – Crime Stoppers: would, among other things, subject members and 

employees of law enforcement agencies to the criminal penalties for the misuse of crime stoppers 

information. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 3171 (Krause) – Mopeds and Motorcycles: would change the classification and 

operational requirements for mopeds and certain motorcycles, including: (1) allowing a person 

under 18 years to operate a moped after midnight and before 5 a.m. if the person is in sight of the 

person’s parent or guardian; and (2) repealing the current law that requires the driver of a moped 

be licensed. (Companion bill is S.B. 1942 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3434 (Oliverson) – Vehicle Towing and Storage: would: (1) require a vehicle storage 

facility to allow a person to remove personal property and commercial cargo stored at the facility 

in certain circumstances; (2) allow a vehicle storage facility to transfer a vehicle involved in an 

incident management tow from the facility to an auto repair shop only in certain circumstances; 

(3) prohibit certain activity between a vehicle storage facility license holder and a repair shop; 

(4) allow a licensed towing company to tow a vehicle involved in an incident management tow to 

an auto repair shop only in certain circumstances; (5) prohibit certain activity between a licensed 

towing company and a repair shop; and (6) allow the Texas Department of Licensing and 

Regulation to request the removal of a towing company from a sheriff’s tow rotation list because 

of violations committed by the towing company. (Companion bill is S.B. 1671 by Taylor.) 

 

H.B. 3469 (Wilson) – Transportation Funding: would establish a state “pavement 

consumption fee” on certain commercial motor vehicles and require the comptroller to remit a 

proportional share of the fee to TxDOT and cities and counties. 

 

H.B. 3473 (Perez) – Intermodal Shipping Containers: would increase the percentage of a 

city’s share of the permit fee for a vehicle carrying an intermodal shipping container. 

 

H.B. 3474 (Perez) – Intermodal Shipping Containers: would increase the fee for a permit 

authorizing the transport of a vehicle carrying an intermodal shipping container, the proceeds of 

which go to the state highway fund and each city designated in the permit application. 

 

H.B. 3476 (Perez) – Intermodal Shipping Containers: would provide that certain vehicles 

transporting an intermodal shipping container on a road or bridge must comply with a maximum 

weight or load that has been established by a city. 
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H.B. 3665 (Toth) – Vehicle Inspections: would, among other things: (1) eliminate the annual 

motor vehicle registration of non-commercial motor vehicles; and (2) replace registration fees 

with an annual fee of $7.50, $3.50 of which goes to the Texas Mobility Fund, $2.00 of which 

goes to the state’s trauma facility and emergency medical services account, and $2.00 of which 

goes to the state’s clean air account.  

 

H.B. 3762 (Burrows) – Oversize Vehicles: would increase the permissible size of certain 

vehicles that carry certain agricultural products on certain roadways. 

 

H.B. 3871 (Krause) – Speed Limits: would: (1) expand the schools that can require a city to 

hold a public hearing to consider the prima facie speed limits in the city to include an open-

enrollment charter school; (2) prohibit a city from rejecting a request for a prima facie speed 

limit by a public or private elementary or secondary school, an open-enrollment charter school, 

or an institution of higher education without first making a written finding stating a reasonable 

basis for the rejection; (3) allow the schools in (2) to appeal a rejection of a request for a prima 

facie speed limit to the district court; and (4) allow the schools in (2) to consult with various state 

and local transportation authorities on the feasibility of a prima facie speed limit during the 

acquisition and design of the school property. (Companion bill is S.B. 1183 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3901 (Farrar) – Speed Limits: would authorize the governing body a city, for a highway 

or part of a highway in the city that is not an officially designated or marked highway or road of 

the state highway system, to declare a speed limit lower than the prima facie speed limit, but not 

less than: (1) 25 miles per hour for a two-lane, undivided highway, if the prima facie speed limit 

is determined to be unreasonable or unsafe; or (2) 10 miles per hour in a residence district, unless 

the roadway has been designated as a major thoroughfare by a city planning commission. 

 

H.B. 4053 (Kacal) – Electric Railways: would: (1) apply to a corporation chartered for the 

purpose of constructing, acquiring, maintaining, or operating lines of electric railway between 

cities in this state for the transportation of freight, passengers, or both freight and passengers; and 

(2) provide that the corporation may not construct an electric railway on or across a road, street, 

alley, square, or property of a county or city unless the construction is approved by the governing 

body of the county or city, as applicable. 

 

S.B. 1553 (Lucio) – Speed Limits: would: (1) provide that an open-enrollment charter school 

(among other schools) can require a city to hold a public hearing to consider the prima facie 

speed limits in the city; and (2) provide that after a public hearing on prima facie speed limits, a 

school or institution of higher education may request the city council to conduct an engineering 

and traffic investigation. 

 

S.B. 1599 (Toth) – Vehicle Inspections: would, among other things: (1) eliminate the annual 

motor vehicle registration of non-commercial motor vehicles; and (2) replace registration fees 

with an annual fee of $7.50, $3.50 of which goes to the Texas Mobility Fund, $2.00 of which 

goes to the state’s trauma facility and emergency medical services account, and $2.00 of which 

goes to the state’s clean air account.  
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S.B. 1713 (Lucio) – Booting: would provide that a boot operator may install a boot on a vehicle 

located on a parking facility between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on a weekday only if the parking facility 

owner requests the same in writing. 

 

S.B. 1716 (Lucio) – Transportation Planning: would provide that: (1) the Texas Transportation 

Commission shall appoint an advisory committee to develop an independent assessment of the 

state’s transportation infrastructure and mobility needs for the years 2020 to 2050, including 

assessments of needs in the areas of: (a) pavement maintenance; (b) bridge maintenance; (c) 

urban mobility; (d) rural mobility and safety; and (e) non-highway modes of transportation; and 

(2) not later than September 1, 2020, the advisory committee shall report the findings of the 

study and any recommendations to the commission and to the members of the legislature. 

 

S.B. 1875 (Fallon) – Fee for Dropping Off or Picking Up Passenger at Airport: would 

provide that a joint board or local government operating an airport or another person operating 

an airport of a joint board or local government may not charge a person a fee for picking up or 

dropping off a passenger at the airport. 

 

S.B. 1942 (Watson) – Mopeds and Motorcycles: would change the classification and 

operational requirements for mopeds and certain motorcycles, including: (1) allowing a person 

under 18 years to operate a moped after midnight and before 5 a.m. if the person is in sight of the 

person’s parent or guardian; and (2) repealing the current law that requires the driver of a moped 

be licensed. (Companion bill is H.B. 3171 by Krause.) 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 2320 (Paul) – Utility Services During Disasters: would provide that: (1) Texas Division 

of Emergency Management (Division0 shall identify methods for hardening utility facilities and 

critical infrastructure in order to maintain operations of essential services during disasters; (2) 

not later than November 1, 2020, the Division shall submit a report to members of the legislature 

on improving the oversight, accountability, and availability of building trade services following 

disasters; and (3) the Public Utility Commission in cooperation with the Division shall: (a) 

promote public awareness of bill payment assistance available during a disaster for electric, 

water, and wastewater services, including assistance for consumers on level billing plans; and (b) 

provide the public with information about billing practices during a disaster to ensure that 

consumers of electric, water, and wastewater services have an adequate understanding of their 

rights. 

 

H.B. 3142 (Guillen) – Public Drinking Water: would provide that the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality shall establish a system to provide automatic reminders to operators of 

public drinking water supply systems of regular reporting requirements applicable to the systems 

under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act and rules adopted under that law. 

 

H.B. 3224 (Lozano) – Recyclable Material: would provide that a person who arranges for 

recycling of recyclable material is not responsible for the recyclable material if the person can 
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establish by a preponderance of the evidence that the person would not be liable with respect to 

the recyclable material under federal law. 

 

H.B. 3318 (Burns) – Domestic Septage: would make various changes to the permit requirement 

for the land application of domestic septage. 

 

H.B. 3319 (Burns) – Sewage Sludge and Domestic Septage Soil Monitoring: would provide 

that soil monitoring samples required by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a 

land application unit at which sewage sludge or domestic septage is applied must be collected by 

a TCEQ inspector. 

 

H.B. 3326 (Zweiner) – Intrastate Pipelines: would provide that the governing body of a city 

may require an intrastate pipeline that transports hazardous liquid, carbon dioxide, or natural gas 

be buried to a depth of not more than 12 feet. 

 

H.B. 3339 (Dominguez) – Texas Water Development Board Loan Programs: would: (1) 

clean up the statutes for the programs that provide for financial assistance from the Texas Water 

Development Board to, with certain exceptions, consistently require water conservation plans as 

part of the application process; and (2) require all entities applying for SWIFT assistance, not 

just those with surface water rights, to submit a water conservation plan. (Companion bill is S.B. 

2331 by Creighton.) 

 

H.B. 3347 (Bucy) – Drainage Fees: would allow a city to exempt from drainage service 

charges, property owned by an individual who is significantly disabled, 65 years or older, a 

veteran of the armed forces, or a member of the armed forces on active deployment. 

 

H.B. 3377 (Hernandez) – Cybersecurity: would provide that: (1) the Public Utility 

Commission and ERCOT shall contract with an entity selected by the commission to act as the 

commission’s cybersecurity monitor to: (a) manage a comprehensive cybersecurity outreach 

program for monitored utilities; (b) meet regularly with monitored utilities to discuss emerging 

threats, best business practices, and training opportunities; (c) review self-assessments by 

monitored utilities of cybersecurity efforts; (d) research and develop best business practices 

regarding cybersecurity; (e) report to the commission on monitored utility cybersecurity 

preparedness; and (2) a municipally owned utility may elect to participate and share in costs 

associated with the cybersecurity monitor program or to discontinue participation. (Companion 

bill is S.B. 936 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 3378 (Hernandez) – Electric Grid: would create the Texas Electric Grid Security Council 

as an advisory body to facilitate the creation, aggregation, coordination, and dissemination of 

best security practices for the electric industry, including the generation, transmission, and 

delivery of electricity. (Companion bill is S.B.475 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 3404 (Johnson) – Concrete Plants: would provide that: (1) the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality may issue a permit for a concrete plant located in an incorporated area of 

a municipality that is not subject to zoning regulations only if it follows the standard permit 

requirements in current law; and (2)  an applicant for a permit issued for a concrete plant located 
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in an incorporated area of a municipality that is not subject to zoning regulations must comply 

with the notice requirements in current law. 

 

H.B. 3495 (Cole) – Wet Debris Study Group: would create a wet debris study group consisting 

of representatives of local, state, and federal governmental entities who are appointed by the 

lieutenant governor and speaker of the house to study issues related to removal of wet debris, 

including best practices for clearing wet debris following a disaster and determining 

responsibility for that removal.   

 

H.B. 3535 (Phelan) – Right-of-Way Franchise Fees: would provide that: (1) an “affiliated 

group” means a group of one or more entities in which a controlling interest is owned by a 

common owner or owners, either corporate or noncorporate, or by one or more of the member 

entities; (2) provide that a certificated telecommunications provider is not required to pay any 

right-of-way access line fee compensation for a given year if the provider determines that the 

sum of the access line compensation due from the provider and any member of the provider’s 

affiliated group to all cities in this state is less than the sum of the fees due from the provider and 

any member of the provider’s affiliated group to all cities in this state under the state cable 

franchise law; (3) the determination under (2) for a given year must be based on amounts 

actually paid, or amounts that would have been paid, during the immediately preceding calendar 

year by the provider and any member of the provider’s affiliated group; (4) the holder of a state-

issued certificate of franchise authority to provide video service is not subject to the right-of-way 

rental fee for a given year if the holder determines that the sum of fees due from the holder and 

any member of the holder’s affiliated group to all cities in this state is less than the sum of the 

compensation due from the holder and any member of the holder’s affiliated group to all cities in 

this state under the telecommunications access line fee law; (5) the determination under (4) for a 

given year must be based on amounts actually paid, or amounts that would have been paid, 

during the immediately preceding calendar year by the provider and any member of the 

provider’s affiliated group. (Note: this bill would essentially allow a company to elect to pay 

either access line fees or state cable franchise fees.) (Companion bill is S.B. 1152 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 3552 (Sheffield) – Fluoride in Drinking Water: would provide that a public water supply 

system that furnishes, for public or private use, drinking water containing added fluoride may not 

permanently reduce the amount of fluoride in the water or permanently terminate the fluoridation 

of the water unless the system provides written notice to the customers and the Health and 

Human Services Commission of the reduction or termination at least 60 days before the 

reduction or termination.   

 

H.B. 3557 (Paddie) – Critical Infrastructure: would provide, among other things, that a 

defendant who engages in criminal trespass and who also damages, destroys, vandalizes, defaces, 

or tampers with a critical infrastructure facility is liable to the property owner for civil damages 

arising from that conduct. 

 

H.B. 3586 (Metcalf) – Federal Funding for Disaster Projects: would provide that not later 

than 90 days after the declaration of a disaster, the emergency management council or the 

governor shall prepare and submit to the governor, lieutenant governor, comptroller, and 

legislature a report identifying all projects related to the disaster that require federal funding.   
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H.B. 3600 (White) – Aggregate Production Operations: would require the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality to adopt a program to offer streamlined requirements for small 

aggregate production operations, including allowing the responsible party of a small aggregate 

production operation to register less frequently than annually. 

 

H.B. 3615 (Murphy) – Expedited Permitting Following Natural Disasters: would provide 

that the Texas Division of Emergency Management shall form a task force with representatives 

from the General Land Office, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, Parks and Wildlife 

Department, and Texas Historical Commission to be activated if a state of disaster is declared 

because of weather conditions and to expedite environmental permitting and access to funds 

from federal disaster relief programs following the disaster. 

 

H.B. 3673 (Capriglione) – Call Before You Dig: would, among other things, authorize an 

operator of an underground facility that is exempted from the Call Before You Dig law to 

voluntarily convert that facility to a Class A or Class B underground facility, depending on how 

the facility is used, by sending written communication from a competent authority of the 

operator to the Texas Underground Facility Notification Corporation advising of the status 

change. 

 

H.B. 3750 (Kuempel) – City Ordinances: would provide that a city may not extend into its 

extraterritorial jurisdiction a city ordinance that imposes cut and fill depth requirements or other 

water quality regulations on a project that are more stringent than the applicable minimum state 

and federal water quality requirements unless the project is located in an area that is an aquifer 

recharge or contributing zone.   

 

H.B. 3798 (Biedermann) – Aggregate Production: would: (1) require that on receiving an 

application from an aggregate production operation, the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality shall send notice of the application to each school district in which the operation is 

located and any other school district located less than five miles from the site of the proposed 

facility; (2) provide that TCEQ shall prohibit the operation of a concrete crushing facility within 

one mile, instead of 440 yards as currently required, of a building in use as a single or 

multifamily residence, school, or place of worship at the time of the application for a permit to 

operate the facility; (3) require TCEQ to adopt a policy to grant an aggregate production 

operation that is a permit holder under the Texas Clean Air Act the privileges established by the 

Environmental, Health, and Safety Audit Privilege Act if the permit holder chooses to comply 

with the requirements of the Environmental, Health, and Safety Audit Privilege Act; (4) provide 

that TCEQ may not grant an aggregate production operation a permit under the Texas Clean Air 

Act unless the applicant provides to the commission documentation of any required permit 

issued by: (a) each groundwater conservation district in which the proposed facility will be 

located; and (b) the Railroad Commission; (5) provide that a person may not conduct an 

aggregate production operation that includes a facility for which a permit is required under the 

Texas Clean Air Act without first obtaining a reclamation permit for that operation from the 

Railroad Commission; (6) provide for criminal penalties for violations of the bill’s requirements 

for a reclamation permit; and (7) provide that TCEQ shall conduct an assessment of the effects 

on air quality created by the aggregate production industry in Texas to determine whether air 
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quality models used by the TCEQ to evaluate emissions from the production of aggregates are 

contravening the Texas Clean Air Act and submit a report on the results to the legislature.  

 

H.B. 3802 (Kacal) – Zero Emissions Vehicle Program: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality shall establish and administer a zero-emissions vehicle 

program designed to reduce the total volume of emissions expelled from vehicle tailpipes in 

Texas; and (2) a government entity, including a city, that operates one or more vehicles may 

apply for and receive a grant under the program. 

 

H.B. 3817 (Kacal) – Concrete Plants: would extend the distance within which a concrete plant 

or crushing facility must be from a single- or multi-family residence, school, or place of worship 

from 440 yards to 880 yards. (Companion bill is S.B. 208 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 3921 (Bernal) – Broadband: would provide, among other things, that a governmental 

entity (including a city) may not contract with a broadband Internet access service provider, 

unless the contract contains a written verification from the provider that the provider does not: 

(a) block lawful content, applications, or services or the use of non-harmful devices; (b) impair 

or degrade lawful Internet traffic for the purpose of discriminating against or favoring certain 

Internet content, applications, or services or the use of non-harmful devices; or (c) engage in paid 

prioritization. 

 

H.B. 3929 (Wilson) – Aggregate Production Operations: would provide that the Railroad 

Commission may enforce a provision of regulations applicable to blasting at an aggregate 

production operation adopted by the Mine Safety and Health Administration if the enforcement 

program is approved by the Mine Safety and Health Administration. 

 

H.B. 3930 (Morrison) – Grease and Grit Trap Waste: would provide that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality may not, with certain exceptions, issue a permit, 

registration, or other authorization for land application of grease trap waste or grit trap waste.  

(Companion bill is S.B. 2070 by Menendez.) 

 

H.B. 3944 (Lozano) – Solid Waste Facility Inspections: would provide that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality shall inspect a solid waste facility used or proposed to be 

used to store, process, or dispose of solid waste at least once every three years. 

 

H.B. 3981 (Leach) – Municipal Pollution Civil Lawsuits: would essentially eliminate the 

ability of a city to utilize current Water Code provisions allowing civil suits against polluters in 

the city by: (1) providing that the attorney general may settle in full satisfaction, without the 

consent or approval of the local government, the claims asserted in a civil suit brought by a local 

government: (a) for an amount that it determines appropriate; or (b) at the direction of TCEQ; 

and (2) giving the state veto power over a contingent fee contract for such a lawsuit. 

 

H.B. 3998 (Wilson) – Regulation of Groundwater and Surface Water: would transfer the 

administration of surface water rights permitting and the regulation of groundwater from the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to the Texas Water Development Board.  

Specifically, the bill would:  
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1. give TWDB jurisdiction over water and water rights, including the issuance of water 

rights permits, water rights adjudication, cancellation of water rights, and enforcement of 

water rights;  

2. provide for fees for, among other things, a water permit application;   

3. provide that uses of water not specifically named in the bill are $1 per acre-foot, except 

that a political subdivision may not be required to pay fees to use water for recharge of 

underground freshwater-bearing sands and aquifers or for abatement of natural pollution;  

4. provide fees of $1.60 per acre-foot for wholesale water sold in a year and water sold in a 

water market;  

5. create water markets;  

6. provide that the state’s policy is to monetize surface water and groundwater through 

water trading free markets that establish true market value without unjustified 

governmental regulation, other than regulation necessary to conserve the state’s natural 

and ecological resources, and to ensure environmental sustainability;  

7. provide that notwithstanding any provision of the bill for a water development project 

that is fully funded or partially funded by private capital, an agency or political 

subdivision may not require the project to be listed on the state water plan or approved by 

a regional planning group as a condition to receive a permit or other authorization for the 

use of water;  

8. provide that a retail public utility shall, for its retail water rates, adopt a progressive 

pricing scheme to encourage water conservation;  

9. create groundwater management authorities to assist TWDB in determining future 

conditions and groundwater availability of the state’s aquifers and may: (a) limit 

groundwater production based on tract size or the spacing of wells; (b) conserve, 

preserve, protect, and recharge groundwater; (c) control subsidence; (d) prevent 

degradation of water quality, and (e) prevent waste of groundwater;  

10. provide for penalties by a groundwater management authority against a governmental 

entity with certain limits, but also provide that the groundwater management authority 

may recover fees and costs in an action against any person that is a governmental entity;  

11. provide that a conservation district may only add conditions to a permit to transfer 

groundwater outside of a district’s boundaries or to any person other than the owner of 

land on which the well is located;  

12. provide that a district may grant a portion of its fee revenue to a county located within the 

district for use in public capital improvements relating to water development, including 

necessary road improvements related to the water development activity;  

13. provide that, notwithstanding any special law governing a district, a district may not 

discriminate in any permitting decision, rule, or other action using historic or existing use 

as a criteria or prevent or limit exportation of water from a district;  

14. repeal the provision that allows an appropriator of water for municipal purposes in the 

basis of origin to be a party in any hearings when a person diverts water from a river 

basin to another river basin without receiving a permit; and 

15. repeal, among other things, a large portion of the Water Rights Adjudication Act that 

allows for TCEQ to make a determination of water rights that can be appealed to district 

court.   
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(Note:  Any city that uses groundwater or surface water should carefully review and monitor the 

above bill.) 

 

H.B. 4078 (Reynolds) – Permits: would require: (1) the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality to hold a public hearing in a neighborhood where either: (a) 30 percent or more of the 

population lives below the federal poverty level; or (b) 50 percent or more of the population 

consists of minority groups, if an applicant for a permit plans to locate a facility in the 

neighborhood; and (2) such applicant to provide newspaper notice and written notice of the 

hearing to the neighborhood affected, environmental groups, and local and state elected officials 

who represent the community. (Companion bill is S.B. 180 by Miles.) 

 

H.B. 4089 (Blanco) – Radioactive Waste: would: (1) require each shipper and carrier of 

radioactive waste to: (a) adopt an emergency plan approved by the Department of State Health 

Services for responding to transportation accidents; and (b) provide notice of shipping to the 

DSHS and the local emergency planning committee for each county through which the waste 

will travel; and (2) provide that the state auditor shall review the potential economic and health 

effects of a radiation release to businesses and residents in communities near a site with 

radioactive materials and other sources of radiation, and along transportation routes for 

radioactive waste. 

 

H.B. 4114 (C. Bell) – Municipal Water Rates: would provide that a municipality or a 

municipally owned utility may not establish a rate, applicable only to entities that qualify for a 

sales tax or ad valorem tax exemption, that is higher than a rate established for entities that 

receive comparable utility services. 

 

H.B. 4116 (Zweiner) – Effluent Waste Escrow Account: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality shall establish a program to allow a permit holder who 

holds a permit to discharge effluent into any body of water under the National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) to deposit, with TCEQ, an amount of money or 

evidence of equivalent financial assurance to be held in escrow by TCEQ; (2) TCEQ shall adopt 

rules necessary to implement the program in (1); (3) the terms of the standard escrow agreement 

must allow for an agreement to be for the same term as the discharge permit held by the permit 

holder; and (4) TCEQ shall hold a public meeting in the city in which a permit holder chooses to 

participate in the program to present information about the program and the permit holder’s 

participation. 

 

S.B. 1498 (Zaffirini) – On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems: would: (1) increase the maximum 

amount of waste each day under the definition for an “on-site sewage disposal system” from 

5,000 to 10,000; (2) increase the minimum number of acres where an on-site sewage disposal 

system is subject to permits from 10 acres to 1,000 acres; and (3) require a person who pumps an 

on-site sewage disposal system or any part of it to hold a license.  (Companion bill is H.B. 2426 

by Reynolds.) 

 

S.B. 1585 (Hughes) – Discharge Permits: would provide that the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality may issue permits for the discharge, into the water of this state, of certain 
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produced water, hydrostatic test water, and gas plant effluent, so long as the discharge meets the 

water quality standards established by the commission. 

 

S.B. 1694 (Johnson) – Water Rates: would provide that a regulatory authority, including a city, 

may establish reduced investor owned water and sewer utility rates for certain low-income 

customers, and allow the utility to establish a fund to receive donations to recover the costs of 

providing the reduced rates.  

 

S.B. 1696 (Campbell) – Aggregate Production Operations: would: (1) require aggregate 

production operations to obtain a permit to operate instead of only registering under Water Code, 

Chapter 28A; (2) provide that the public hearing for a permit application or permit renewal 

application for an aggregate production operation must be held in city located closest to the 

proposed or existing aggregate production operation; (3) remove the requirement that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality conduct a survey of the state to identify all active 

aggregate production operations and ensure that each active aggregate production operation is 

registered with the state; and (4) remove the requirement that TCEQ provide an annual report 

regarding aggregate production operations.  

 

S.B. 1836 (Alvarado) – Brackish Groundwater: would make various changes relating to the 

authorization by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for the discharge, diversion, 

and transfer or other reuse of treated brackish groundwater and return flows derived from treated 

brackish groundwater. 

 

S.B. 1885 (Kolkhorst) – Notice of Radioactive Substance Release: would provide that, 

notwithstanding any law requiring confidentiality, a person who accidentally releases a 

radioactive substance into the environment shall immediately notify each political subdivision of 

this state into which the substance was released.   (Companion bill is H.B. 2203 by Miller.) 

 

S.B. 1925 (Fallon) – Municipally Owned Water Utilities: would provide that: (1) a city may 

not charge a late payment fee that is more than the greater of $5 or two percent of the amount 

past due, not to exceed $500; (2) notwithstanding the provisions of a resolution or ordinance, a 

customer charged a late fee may appeal the charge by filing a petition with the utility 

commission; and (3) the utility commission shall hear the appeal described in (2) de novo and the 

city charging the fee has the burden of proof to establish the fee complies with (1). 

 

S.B. 1976 (Zaffirini) – Municipal Solid Waste Permit Fees: would, among other things, 

increase the fee to $5,000 for an application for a municipal solid waste facility plus the cost of 

required notice. 

 

S.B. 1990 (Zaffirini) – Environmental Permit Application: would, among other things, 

provide that an applicant whose environmental permit application has been referred for a 

contested case hearing to be held in accordance with the bill may not request or make changes to 

the application, other than changes to correct clerical errors or update other non-technical 

information in the application, after the 31
st
 day before the date scheduled for the preliminary 

hearing on the application. 
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S.B. 1993 (Birdwell) – Critical Infrastructure: would provide, among other things, that a 

defendant who engages in criminal trespass and who also damages, destroys, vandalizes, defaces, 

or tampers with a critical infrastructure facility is liable to the property owner for civil damages 

arising from that conduct. 

 

S.B. 1994 (Birdwell) – Reporting of Accidental Discharge or Spill: would provide that, with 

certain exceptions, whenever an accidental discharge or spill occurs at or from an activity or 

facility which causes or may cause pollution, the individual operating, in charge of, or 

responsible for the activity or facility shall notify the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality and the appropriate local governmental officials as soon as possible and not later than 24 

hours after the occurrence. 

 

S.B. 2026 (Perry) – Groundwater Conservation Districts: would apply only to a district that 

regulates production based on tract size or acreage, and would provide that: (1) a retail public 

utility, including a city, may petition a district to authorize the retail public utility to produce 

groundwater based on: (a) the aggregate acreage owned or leased by the retail public utility; and 

(b) the acreage of the landowners served by the retail public utility; (2) a district may only base a 

retail public utility’s authorized production amount in a manner consistent with district rules and 

based on acreage of landowners served by the retail public utility if: (a) the utility has acquired 

from the landowner a real property interest in the groundwater beneath the land; or (b) the 

landowner has provided written permission for the retail public utility to exercise the utility’s 

real property interest in the groundwater beneath the landowner’s land until the landowner: (i) 

drills a well and produces water from the land; or (ii) transfers title to the land or real property 

interest in the groundwater to another person; (3) the district shall hold a public hearing to 

consider approval of a petition submitted under the bill; and (4) the district shall require the retail 

public utility submitting the petition to provide written notice of the hearing not later than the 

60th day before the date of the hearing to: (a) the landowners served by the retail public utility; 

(b) persons with permitted or registered wells in the district; and (c) other persons who have a 

property interest in groundwater under land that is within one mile of the utility’s wells in the 

district.  (Companion bill is H.B. 2122 by Harris.)   

 

S.B. 2066 (Menendez) – On-Site Distributed Energy Systems: would provide that: (1) a seller 

or lessor who enters into a purchase, lease, or power purchase agreement with a residential or 

small commercial customer for the operation of an on-site distributed generation resource shall 

provide to the customer various information in writing; (2) a city may prohibit a residential or 

small commercial customer from installing a solar energy device only for a purpose for which a 

property owners’ association may do so, which generally includes a regulation that, as 

adjudicated by a court, threatens the public health or safety or violates a law or a system that: (a) 

is located on property owned or maintained by the city; (b) is located in an area on the property 

owner's property, other than on the roof of the home or of another structure allowed under a 

dedicatory instrument in a fenced yard or patio owned and maintained by the property owner; (c) 

a system that, if mounted on the roof of the home, extends higher than or beyond the roofline, is 

located in an area other than an area designated by the city, unless the alternate location increases 

the estimated annual energy production of the device by more than 10 percent above the energy 

production of the device if located in an area designated by the property owners' association, 

does not conform to the slope of the roof and has a top edge that is not parallel to the roofline, or 
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has a frame, a support bracket, or visible piping or wiring that is not in a silver, bronze, or black 

tone commonly available in the marketplace; (d) if located in a fenced yard or patio, is taller than 

the fence line; (e) as installed, voids material warranties; or (f) was installed without prior 

approval by the city; and (3) investor-owned electric utilities are subject to several new 

provisions related to a system.  (Companion bill is H.B. 2860 by Raymond.)   

 

S.B. 2067 (Menendez) – State Water Plan: would: (1) require that the state water plan include, 

among other things, an assessment of the best available science related to trends in factors 

affecting: (a) future water availability, including precipitation, evaporation, storage capacity, and 

environmental flow needs; and (b) future water use, including technologies for water 

conservation, purification, and reuse; and (2) provide when the Texas Water Development Board 

adopts guidance principles for the state water plan, due consideration shall be given to, among 

other things, the best available science related to forecasting future water availability, the 

environmental flow standards and environmental flow set-asides adopted by the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality, and the construction and improvement of surface water 

and groundwater resources. 

 

S.B. 2068 (Menendez) – Solar Energy: would mandate that the State Energy Conservation 

Office adopt rules to implement the solar-ready provisions of the 2015 International Energy 

Conservation Code. 

 

S.B. 2070 (Menendez) – Grease and Grit Trap Waste: would provide that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality may not issue, with certain exceptions, a permit, 

registration, or other authorization for land application of grease trap waste or grit trap waste.  

(Companion bill is H.B. 3930 by Morrison.) 

 

S.B. 2123 (Creighton) – Aggregate Production Penalties: would increase the penalties for 

aggregate production operations operating without being registered to: (1) in a year, to a range of 

$10,000 to $20,000; and (2) in three or more years, to $50,000. (Companion bill is H.B. 907 by 

Huberty.) 

 

S.B. 2124 (Creighton) – Aggregate Production Best Management Practices: would require 

the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality adopt and make available best management 

practices for aggregate production operations so as to comply with applicable environmental law 

and rules.  (Companion bill is H.B. 909 by Huberty.) 

 

S.B. 2125 (Creighton) – Aggregate Production Penalties: would provide that: (1) the amount 

of the penalty against a facility operator for operating an aggregate production operation in 

violation of a permit issued by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality may not exceed 

$50,000 a day for each day a violation continues; and (2) the penalty shall be deposited to the 

credit of the water resources management account only to implement Chapter 28A of the Water 

Code.  (Companion bill is H.B. 908 by Huberty.) 
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San Antonio Mayor Speaks Up for Cities on Capitol Hill 
 

On March 13, Mayor Ron Nirenberg of San Antonio testified on behalf of the National League 

of Cities (NLC) before the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. The 

following are selected excerpts from Mayor Nirenberg’s testimony at the infrastructure briefing, 

which took place during NLC’s 54
th

 annual Congressional City Conference: 

 

 We believe that investing in infrastructure should be Congress’ top priority this 

year.  The challenges that cities and towns must confront are great and growing, but so 

are the opportunities for investment and innovation. We believe that the greatest 

opportunity in front of this Committee is to partner and to collaborate with America’s 

mayors and the National League of Cities to address our shared infrastructure priorities. 

 

 We believe that Congress should focus on three key areas – modern mobility, 

regional connectivity, and safety. Cities believe that the mobility of our citizens should 

be our new measure of success in the next reauthorization. This focus on mobility is to 

move people in the most efficient, effective and safest way possible. 

 

Today the transportation marketplace is undergoing a technological revolution. From 

ride-sharing to e-scooters, entrepreneurs are innovating to meet the demand for more and 

better transit options. We believe in supporting innovation with reasonable rules of the 

road and by investing in infrastructure that’s durable and adaptable to the future. 

 

In San Antonio, we’re working on a framework for modern mobility called ConnectSA. 

This initiative builds off past community planning efforts around land-use, busses, bikes 

and roads.  
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The goal is to integrate our infrastructure investments to achieve a more efficient 

transportation network that moves more people safely and effectively. 

 

Our cities are rapidly growing, and we have to provide more transit choices to alleviate 

traffic congestion and grow our economy. The U.S. is now the most congested developed 

nation in the world, with Americans spending an entire work week each year stuck in 

traffic. In San Antonio, by 2040, we’ll add more than a million more people, and with the 

additional cars we’ll lose yet another week per year stuck in traffic. 

 

 We have to be proactive in addressing this challenge. We need a federal partner that 

invests in regional connectivity to expand our economy. 
 

 Transportation is only as effective as it is safe. In addition to modern mobility and 

regional connectivity, safety is a top priority for our cities.  In the U.S., crashes and 

collisions on the roadways are the leading cause of death for people between the ages of 5 

and 24. This is an ongoing crisis that deserves more attention. Cities – along with our 

health professionals, safety workers, transportation leaders – believe that zero is the only 

acceptable number of deaths on our roads. Cites, like San Antonio, are leading Vision 

Zero efforts, but saving lives on our nation’s roads is a shared responsibility. 

 

The cities and mayors of America are here to be your partners for progress on surface 

transportation. We urge you to make investing in infrastructure: modern mobility, 

regional connectivity and safety, your top priority. 

 

 America’s economy will move only as well as its transportation system. Our 

children and grandchildren’s quality of life depends on bold decisions by you and by 

me. 
 

Mayor Nirenberg’s full testimony can be read here, and the full hearing can be seen here.  NLC 

thanks the mayor for his leadership and for challenging Congress to join cities, towns, and 

villages in efforts to rebuild and reimagine America’s infrastructure. 

 

(Editor’s Note:  The edited article above was reprinted with the permission of the National 

League of Cites.) 

 

 

Significant Floor Actions 
 

 

Website Posting Requirements:  C.S.H.B. 305*, relating to the requirement that a political 

subdivision with authority to impose a tax post certain information on an Internet website.  

Passed the House.  As passed, the bill was amended on the floor and would require most cities 

with a website to post certain information on the site. 

 

https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/Testimony-%20Nirenberg.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qHjs7KRufs
https://www.nlc.org/resource/rebuild-with-us-guiding-principles-asks-to-congress
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00305H.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/amendments/pdf/HB00305H21.PDF
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*Editor’s Note:  The letters “C.S.” in front of a bill denote the “committee substitute” version of 

the bill.  This means the version of the bill that was passed out of the committee is different than 

the as-filed version. 

 

 

Significant Committee Actions 
 

Bond Issuance:  C.S.H.B. 440*, relating to general obligation bonds issued by political 

subdivision.  Reported from the House Committee on Pensions, Investments, and Financial 

Services.  As reported the bill would: (1) require a political subdivision to include any sample 

ballot prepared for a general obligation bond election to be prominently posted on the political 

subdivision’s website during the 21 days before the election along with the election order, notice 

of the election, and contents of the proposition, if the political subdivision maintains a website; 

and (2) provide that a political subdivision may not issue a general obligation bond to purchase, 

improve, or construct improvements or to purchase personal property if the weighted average 

maturity of the issue of bonds to finance the improvements or personal property exceeds 120 

percent of the reasonably expected weighted average economic life of the improvements or 

personal property financed with the issue of bonds. 

  

Bond Issuance:  C.S.H.B. 477, relating to the notice required before the issuance of certain debt 

obligations by political subdivisions.  Reported from the House Committee on Pensions, 

Investments, and Financial Services.  As reported the bill would, among other things: (1) require 

a political subdivision with at least 250 registered voters to prepare a voter information document 

stating various types of financial and tax information for each debt obligation proposition on the 

ballot and require the document to be posted in the same manner as a debt obligation election 

order; and (2) expand the notice requirements for the issuance of a certificate of obligation. 

 

Ballot Propositions:  C.S.S.B. 323, relating to the review of ballot proposition language for 

certain political subdivisions.  Reported from the Senate State Affairs Committee.  As reported, 

the bill would require, among other things, a three-judge panel of district judges to approve a 

city’s ballot proposition language prior to an election. 

 

Lobby Reporting:  C.S.S.B. 702, relating to the authorization and reporting of expenditures for 

lobbying activities by certain political subdivisions.  Reported from the Senate State Affairs 

Committee.  As reported, the bill would require, among other things, a stand-alone vote of the 

city council to hire a lobby firm and reporting of a city’s lobby expenditures to the Texas Ethics 

Commission. 

 

*Editor’s Note:  The letters “C.S.” in front of a bill denote the “committee substitute” version of 

the bill.  This means the version of the bill that was passed out of the committee is different than 

the as-filed version. 

 

 

  

https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00440H.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/HB00477H.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/SB00323S.pdf#navpanes=0
https://capitol.texas.gov/tlodocs/86R/billtext/pdf/SB00702S.pdf#navpanes=0
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City Officials Testify 

 

When the legislature is in session, nothing compares to the effectiveness of city officials 

testifying at the Capitol. City officials who take the time to travel to Austin to speak out on 

important city issues should be applauded by us all. The League extends its thanks to all those 

who have vigilantly represented cities during this session.  If we missed your testimony let us 

know by an email to ford@tml.org, and we’ll recognize you in next week’s edition.   

 

The following officials testified in committee hearings held March 12 through March 18, plus 

late reports from March 11 hearings:  

 

 Troy Downs, Plumbing Inspector, City of Beaumont 

 Robert Puente, San Antonio Water System 

 Jeff Headley, Houston Police Department 

 John Bruce, Chief of Police, City of Frisco 

 Joe McComb, Mayor, City of Corpus Christi 

 Jared Hockema, City Manager, City of Port Isabel 

 Brian England, Deputy City Attorney, City of Garland 

 Shawn Roten, City of Garland 

 Clifford Sparks, State Legislative Director, City of Dallas 

 Doug Caroom, City of Uvalde 

 Don McLaughlin, Mayor, City of Uvalde 

 Jared Miller, City Manager, City of Amarillo 

 Chuck Brawner, Mayor, City of Katy 

 Chris Harris, Councilmember, City of Katy 

 Dan Curtis, Plano Police Department 

 Carla Pendergraft, Director of Marketing, City of Waco 

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 
   

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 4184 (Sanford) – Property Tax Exemption: would: (1) provide that a disabled veteran 

who has a disability rating of at least 10 percent but less than 100 percent is entitled to an 

exemption from taxation of a percentage of the appraised value of the disabled veteran’s 

residence homestead equal to the disabled veteran’s disability rating; and (2) provide that the 

surviving spouse or a surviving child of a disabled veteran who was receiving an exemption 

under (1), above, at the time of the veteran’s death may designate a property that qualifies as the 

spouse’s or child’s residence homestead. (See H.J.R. 131, below.) 

 

H.B. 4194 (Middleton) – Property Tax Appeals: would, for a refund made resulting from the 

final determination of an appeal that decreases a property owner’s liability for taxes imposed on 

a refinery, require the taxing unit to include with the refund interest on the amount refunded 

calculated at an annual rate that is equal to the auction average rate quoted on bank discount 

basis for one-month treasury bills issued by the United States government for the week in which 

mailto:ford@tml.org
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the taxes became delinquent, but not more than four percent, calculated from the delinquency 

date for the taxes until the date the refund is made. 

 

H.B. 4253 (Murr) – Property Tax Appraisal: would potentially make land eligible for 

appraisal for property tax purposes as qualified open-space land on the basis of its use for 

wildlife management.  

 

H.B. 4328 (Clardy) – Property Tax Lending: would appear to modify the law pertaining to 

property tax lenders, property tax loans, and tax liens. 

  

H.B. 4329 (Gutierrez) – Appraisal Cap: would reduce the property tax appraisal cap on 

residence homesteads from ten to five percent. (See H.J.R. 134, below.) 

 

H.B. 4338 (Gutierrez) – Appraisal Cap: would establish a ten percent appraisal cap on 

commercial real property. (See H.J.R. 136, below.) 

 

H.B. 4353 (Burrows) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that a person is entitled to a 

property tax exemption for the tangible personal property with a taxable value of less than 

$2,500 and that is held or used for the production of income. (Companion bill is S.B. 1006 by 

Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 4355 (Burrows) – Property Tax Appraisal: would, among other things, authorize the 

appraisal review board, on the motion of the chief appraiser or of a property owner, to direct by 

written order changes in the appraisal roll or related appraisal records under certain 

circumstances for the current tax year and for either of the two preceding tax years to correct an 

inaccuracy in the appraised value of the owner’s tangible personal property that is the result of an 

error or omission in a rendition statement or property report filed for the applicable tax year. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 956 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 4356 (Burrows) – Property Tax Challenges: would eliminate the ability of a taxing unit 

to challenge before the appraisal review board the level of appraisals of any category of property 

in the appraisal district or in any territory in the appraisal district. (Companion bill is S.B. 955 by 

Bettencourt.)   

 

H.B. 4367 (Holland) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt from property taxation the 

residence homesteads of qualifying disabled first responders and their surviving spouses. (See 

H.J.R. 139, below.) 

 

H.B. 4433 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things:  

 

1. define “qualified property” for purposes of a property tax exemption under Section 2, 

below, to mean property that: (a) consists of tangible personal property used for the 

production of income or an improvement to real property; (b) is located in an area 

declared by the governor to be a disaster area following a disaster; (c) is at least 15 

percent damaged by the disaster, as determined by the chief appraiser; and (d) for 

tangible personal property used for the production of income, is the subject of a rendition 
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statement or property report filed by the property owner that demonstrates that the 

property had taxable situs in the disaster area for the tax year in which the disaster 

occurred;  

 

2. provide that a person is entitled to an exemption from taxation by a taxing unit of a 

portion of the appraised value of qualified property that the person owns in an amount 

determined by Section 4, below;  

 

3. upon receiving an application for the exemption, require the chief appraiser to determine 

whether any item of qualified property that is the subject of the application is at least 15 

percent damaged by the disaster and assign to each such item of qualified property a 

damage assessment rating of Level I, Level II, Level III, or Level IV, as appropriate;  

 

4. provide that the amount of the property tax exemption is determined by multiplying the 

appraised value, determined for the tax year in which the disaster occurred, by: (a) 15 

percent if the property is assigned a Level I damage assessment rating; (b) 30 percent if 

the property is assigned a Level II damage assessment rating; (c) 60 percent if the 

property is assigned a Level III damage assessment rating; or (d) 100 percent if the 

property is assigned a Level IV damage assessment rating;  

 

5. provide that, if a person qualifies for the exemption after the beginning of the tax year, 

the amount of the exemption is calculated by multiplying the amount determined under 

Section 4, above, by a fraction, the denominator of which is 365 and the numerator of 

which is the number of days remaining in the tax year after the day on which the 

governor first declares the area in which the person’s qualified property is located to be a 

disaster area;  

 

6. provide that, if a person qualifies for the exemption after the amount of the tax due on the 

qualified property is calculated and the effect of the qualification is to reduce the amount 

of the tax due on the property, the assessor for each taxing unit that has adopted the 

exemption shall recalculate the amount of the tax due on the property and correct the tax 

roll;  

 

7. provide that if the tax bill has been mailed and the tax on the property has not been paid, 

the assessor shall mail a corrected tax bill to the person in whose name the property is 

listed on the tax roll or to the person’s authorized agent;  

 

8. provide that if the tax on the property has been paid, the tax collector for the taxing unit 

shall refund to the person who paid the tax the amount by which the payment exceeded 

the tax due;  

 

9. provide that no interest is due on an amount refunded under Section 8, above;  

 

10. provide that the property tax exemption for property damaged in a disaster expires as to 

an item of qualified property on January 1 of the first tax year in which the property is 

reappraised; and   
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11. repeal the existing state statute authorizing reappraisal of property damaged in a disaster 

area.  

 

(See H.J.R. 142, below.) (Companion bill is S.B. 1772 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 4488 (Zwiener) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt from property taxation the 

portion of the appraised value of a person’s property that is attributable to the installation in or 

on the property of a rainwater harvesting or graywater system. (See H.J.R. 146, below.) 

 

H.B. 4494 (Toth) – Appraisal Cap: would, among other things: (1) provide that the appraised 

value of residence homestead for a tax year is equal to the market value of the property for the 

first tax year that the owner qualified the property for a homestead exemption; and (2) require an 

owner of property to apply for the appraisal cap under (1), above, using an application form 

prescribed by the comptroller that includes, among other information, the purchase price of the 

property paid by the applicant.  

 

H.B. 4528 (Murphy) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that certain convention 

centers and sports facilities owned by a city and leased to a private business to serve a public 

purpose or function are subject to property taxes imposed by a taxing unit other than the city that 

owns the property unless the governing body of the taxing unit approves the exemption of the 

possessory interest in the manner provided by law for official action by the governing body. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1771 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 4617 (Burrows) – Heavy Equipment Appraisal: would modify the method for appraising 

certain dealer’s heavy equipment inventory by minimizing the ability to tie the appraised value 

of the inventory to the lease or rental price.  

 

H.J.R. 131 (Sanford) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation a percentage of the assessed value of 

the residence homestead of a partially disabled veteran based on the disability rating of the 

veteran. (See H.B. 4184, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 134 (Gutierrez) – Appraisal Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to reduce the 

property tax appraisal cap on residence homesteads from ten to five percent. (See H.B. 4329, 

above.)  

 

H.J.R. 136 (Gutierrez) – Appraisal Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to authorize the 

legislature to limit increases in the appraised value of commercial real property for property tax 

purposes to ten percent per year. (See H.B. 4338, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 139 (Holland) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation the residence homesteads of qualifying 

disabled first responders and their surviving spouses. (See H.B. 4367, above.) 
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H.J.R. 142 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to provide that a person who owns property located in an area declared 

by the governor to be a disaster area is entitled to a temporary property tax exemption by a 

political subdivision of a portion of the appraised value of that property. (See H.B. 4433, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 146 (Zwiener) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation the portion of the appraised value of a 

person’s property that is attributable to the installation in or on the property of a rainwater 

harvesting or graywater system. (See H.B. 4488, above.) 

 

S.B. 1771 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that certain convention 

centers and sports facilities owned by a city and leased to a private business to serve a public 

purpose or function are subject to property taxes imposed by a taxing unit other than the city that 

owns the property unless the governing body of the taxing unit approves the exemption of the 

possessory interest in the manner provided by law for official action by the governing body. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 4528 by Murphy.) 

 

S.B. 2246 (Paxton) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that, at any time prior to the date 

property taxes become delinquent, a property owner or the chief appraiser may file a motion with 

the appraisal review board to change the appraisal roll to correct an error, including an error 

regarding the unequal appraisal or excessive market value of a property, that resulted in an 

incorrect appraised value for the owner’s property. (Companion bill is H.B. 2159 by Meyer.) 

 

S.B. 2323 (Creighton) – Property Tax Installment Payments: would, among other things, 

authorize a veteran or active duty service member to pay a taxing unit’s taxes imposed on 

property that the veteran or active duty service member owns in eight equal installments without 

penalty or interest if the first installment is paid before the first day of the first month that beings 

after the delinquency date and is accompanied by notice to the taxing unit that the veteran or 

active duty service member will pay the remaining taxes in seven equal installments. 

 

S.B. 2327 (Creighton) – Property Tax Installment Payments: would, among other things, 

authorize a person owning property damaged in a disaster to pay a taxing unit’s taxes imposed on 

the property in eight equal installments if the first installment is paid before the delinquency date 

and is accompanied by notice to the taxing unit that the person will pay the remaining taxes in 

seven equal installments.  

 

S.B. 2337 (Bettencourt) – Treatment of Tax Increment Revenue: would repeal the statute that 

excludes captured appraised value attributable to tax increment financing and tax increment from 

any property tax rate calculation. 

 

S.B. 2345 (Creighton) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt from property taxation the 

portion of real property owned by a person that is leased to an open-enrollment charter school if: 

(1) the real property is used exclusively by the school for education functions; (2) the real 

property is reasonably necessary for the operation of the school; (3) the property owner certifies 

by affidavit to the school that the rent for the lease of the real property will be reduced by a 

commensurate amount; (4) the property owner provides the school with a disclosure document 
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stating the amount by which the taxes on the real property are reduced due to the exemption and 

the method to be implemented to ensure that the rent charged reflects the reduction; and (5) the 

rent charged for the lease of the real property reflects the reduction in the amount of property 

taxes due to the exemption through a monthly or annual credit against the rent. (See S.J.R. 74, 

below.) (Companion bill is H.B. 388 by Murphy.) 

 

S.B. 2362 (West) – Homestead Exemption: would: (1) authorize the governing body of a taxing 

unit to adopt a local option homestead exemption of a percentage of the appraised value of an 

individual’s residence homestead or of a fixed dollar amount; (2) provide that if the percentage 

set by the taxing unit produces an exemption in a tax year of less than $5,000, or of a greater 

dollar amount not to exceed $25,000 adopted by the governing body before July 1 of that tax 

year in the manner provided by law for official action by the body, the individual is entitled to an 

exemption of $5,000 or, if applicable, of the greater dollar amount adopted by the governing 

body; and (3) provide that the percentage adopted by the taxing unit may not exceed 30 percent. 

(See S.J.R. 73, below.) (Companion is H.B. 4139 by Capriglione.) 

 

S.B. 2427 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Delinquency: would, among other things: (1) 

authorize a tax collector to adopt a written policy that requires payment of taxes, penalties, 

interest, attorney’s fees, court costs, and other costs and expenses, only with United States 

currency, a cashier’s check, or, under certain circumstances, a certified check; (2) provide that if 

a tax sale of the property subject to a petition to vacate a judgment has occurred, the court in 

which the petition is filed must conduct a hearing on the petition unless the purchaser of the 

property at the tax sale or from the taxing unit to which the property was bid off, as applicable, 

consents to the court’s granting of the petition; (3) authorize a tax sale for real or personal 

property; and (4) provide that the sale of personal property, including a manufactured home, may 

be conducted at the same place as the sale of real property or at the location of the personal 

property. (Companion bill is H.B. 3917 by Wray.) 

 

S.J.R. 73 (West) – Homestead Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to authorize 

the governing body of a political subdivision that adopts an exemption from property taxation of 

a percentage of the market value of an individual’s residence homestead to set the minimum 

dollar amount of the exemption to which an individual is entitled in a tax year. (See S.B. 2362, 

above.) 

 

S.J.R. 74 (Creighton) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation any real property that is leased for use 

as an open-enrollment charter school for educational purposes. (See S.B. 2345, above.) 

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 4366 (Allen) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt certain school supplies from sales 

taxes if the school supply is purchased by a teacher employed by a public school district or open 

enrollment charter school for use in the teacher’s classroom during a particular weekend in July. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 182 by Miles.) 
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H.B. 4425 (Longoria) – Sales Tax Exemption: would provide that in order to be exempt from 

sales and use taxes, the sale, storage, or use of depreciable tangible personal property must be 

directly and exclusively used in qualified research and sold, leased, rented to, or stored or used 

by, a person who: (1) is engaged in qualified research; and (2) will not claim a credit on a 

franchise tax report for the period during which the sale, storage, or use occurs.  

 

S.B. 2376 (Hughes) – Sales Tax Sourcing: would, for city property tax purposes: (1) provide 

that the sale of services delivered through an on-site satellite receiver or transmitter is 

consummated at the point of delivery to the consumer; and (2) require a seller who provides such 

a service to determine for each consumer served what amount of tax is required to be collected 

for that service and collect only that amount.   

 

 

Purchasing 

 

H.B. 4270 (Wu) – Municipal Management Districts: would authorize a municipal 

management district to construct public education facilities.   

 

H.B. 4273 (Zedler) – Municipal Management Districts: would make numerous detrimental 

changes to the law governing municipal management districts, including: (1) making the state 

auditor conduct audits of all municipal management districts and providing detailed procedures 

for those audits; (2) making various changes to how the board of a district is elected and how 

members are removed, including recall elections; and (3) providing for an election to repeal a 

district’s taxing authority. 

 

H.B. 4288 (Morrison) – Construction Program Managers: would provide: (1) that “program 

manager” means a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, or other legal entity that serves 

as the primary agent for a governmental entity by providing construction administration and 

management services for the construction, rehabilitation, alteration, or repair of a facility or other 

public works project; (2) that “program manager method” means a delivery method by which a 

governmental entity contracts with a program manager to provide consultation or administrative 

services during the design and construction phase of a facility or other public works project and 

to manage multiple contracts with various construction prime contractors; (3) that a 

governmental entity may retain a program manager for assistance in the construction, 

rehabilitation, alteration, or repair of a facility or other public works project only as provided by 

the bill; (4) for 16 items that a program manager may assist a city with; (5) that a program 

manager may not: (a) perform any aspect of the construction, rehabilitation, alteration, or repair 

of a facility or other public works project; (b) be a party to a construction subcontract for the 

construction, rehabilitation, alteration, or repair of a facility or other public works project; or (c) 

provide or be required to provide performance and payment bonds for the construction, 

rehabilitation, alteration, or repair of a facility or other public works project; (6) that, on or 

before the date a governmental entity selects a program manager, the governmental entity must 

select or designate an engineer or architect to prepare the construction documents for the project; 

(7) that the governmental entity’s engineer or architect may not serve, alone or in combination 

with another person, as the program manager unless the engineer or architect is hired to serve as 

the program manager under a separate or concurrent selection process conducted in accordance 
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with the bill; (8) that the bill does not prohibit the governmental entity’s engineer or architect 

from providing customary construction phase services under the engineer’s or architect’s original 

professional service agreement in accordance with applicable licensing laws; (9) that, to the 

extent that the program manager’s services are defined as part of the practice of engineering or 

architecture, those services shall be conducted by a person licensed under the applicable law; 

(10) that a governmental entity using the program manager method shall procure, in accordance 

with applicable law and in any manner authorized by the bill, a general contractor or trade 

contractors who will serve as the prime contractors for their specific portions of the work and 

provide performance and payment bonds to the governmental entity in accordance with 

applicable laws; (11) that a governmental entity shall select a program manager on the basis of 

demonstrated competence and qualifications in the same manner that an engineer or architect is 

selected under the Professional Services Procurement Act; and (12) that a program manager 

selected under the bill shall maintain professional liability or errors and omissions insurance in 

the amount of at least $1 million for each occurrence. 

 

H.B. 4432 (Perez) – Construction Projects: would provide that: (1) a contract entered into by a 

governmental entity under a method authorized by the alternative delivery project statute in 

current law, other than the job order contract method, may cover only a single integrated project; 

and (2) a governmental entity may not enter into a contract for aggregated projects at multiple 

locations. 

 

H.B. 4567 (Coleman) – Electronic Capture Devices: would provide that, as it relates to 

purchases by local governmental entities, devices that utilize electronic capture to produce a 

physical record shall be considered interchangeable with devices that utilize electronic capture to 

produce an electronic record. 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 2226 (Fallon) – Early Voting at Temporary Branch Polling Place: would provide that: 

(1) in an election in which the authority ordering the election has established at least five 

temporary branch polling places in the territory served by the early voting clerk, early voting by 

personal appearance at no less than 80 percent of the temporary branch polling places shall be 

conducted on the same days and during the same hours as voting is conducted at the main early 

voting polling place; (2) for all other elections, early voting by personal appearance at a 

temporary branch polling place may be conducted on any one or more days and during any hours 

of the period for early voting by personal appearance, as determined by the authority establishing 

the branch; and (3) the authority authorized to order early voting on a Saturday or Sunday may 

order such voting at any temporary branch polling place that is not required to conduct voting on 

the same days and during the same hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting polling 

place under (2).  

 

H.B. 4160 (Swanson) – Uniform Election Date: would, among other things: (1) eliminate the 

May uniform election date; (2) establish a uniform election date on the first Tuesday in March in 

an even-numbered year, which is the primary election date; (3) require an election for the 

issuance of bonds by a political subdivision to be held on a uniform election date; and (4) require 
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the governing body of a political subdivision that currently holds its general election for officers 

on the May uniform election date to change the date on which it holds its general election for 

officers to the November uniform election date not later than December 31, 2019.  

 

H.B. 4167 (Bucy) – Changing Residence: would, among other things: (1) provide that an 

election officer serving a polling place shall be a deputy voter registrar and shall have the same 

authority as a regular deputy registrar; (2) provide that, after changing residence to another 

county, a person must be accepted for provisional voting if: (a) the person would have been 

eligible to vote in the county the person formerly resided in on election day if the person was still 

residing in that county; (b) the person is registered to vote in the county the person formerly 

resided in at the time the person offers to vote in the county the person currently resides in or 

submitted a voter registration application in the county the person currently resides in; (c) the 

person’s voter registration for the county the person currently resides is not effective on or before 

election day; and (d) in the county the person currently resides in, the person offers to vote: (i) at 

any polling place during the early voting period; (ii) at any polling place on election day if the 

county participates in the countywide polling place program; or (iii) at the polling place of the 

precinct in which the person resides on election day if the county does not participate in the 

countywide polling place program; and (3) require the form for a provisional voting affidavit to 

include a space for entering the precinct number of the precinct in which the voter voted and the 

name of the county in which the voter is registered to vote. 

 

H.B. 4245 (Bailes) – Local Option Elections: would lower the percentage of voters needed to 

sign a petition requesting an election to prohibit or authorize the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 

H.B. 4384 (Allen) – Early Voting by Mail: would require the secretary of state to prescribe a 

procedure for the delivery, in person, of a marked ballot during the early voting period and on 

election day.  

 

H.B. 4406 (Cain) – Election Procedures: would, among other things: (1) provide that an 

election held by a political subdivision to authorize the issuance of bonds does not authorize the 

issuance of bonds unless at least: (a) two-thirds of the voters voting in the election vote in favor 

of authorizing the issuance of bonds; and (b) 20 percent of the registered voters eligible to vote 

in the election vote in the election; (2) provide that, for a political subdivision located entirely in 

a county with a population of 250,000 or more, the governing body of the political subdivision 

shall request an election services contract with the county elections administrator to perform all 

duties and functions of the political subdivision in relation to an election held on the May 

uniform election date; (3) prohibit a ballot proposition from exceeding 400 characters; (4) 

provide that an election judge commits a state jail felony if: (a) the judge accepts a voter for 

voting under the regular procedure for voting if the voter is only permitted to vote a provisional 

ballot in the election; (b) the judge, in one election, accepts for voting under the regular 

procedure for voting three or more voters whose names are not on the list of registered voters for 

the precinct; or (c) the judge provides a voter with a form for an affidavit required under the 

regular procedure for voting if the form contains false information; and (5) would require early 

voting to take place at a residential care facility if five or more voters residing in the same 

residential care facility apply to vote early by mail on the grounds of age or disability. 
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H.B. 4447 (Cain) – Early Voting Rosters: would provide that information on the roster for a 

person who votes an early voting ballot: (1) by personal appearance shall be made available for 

public inspection not later than 11 a.m. on the day after the date the information is entered on the 

roster; and (2) by mail shall be made available for public inspection not later than 11 a.m. on the 

day following the day the early voting clerk receives the ballot. 

 

H.B. 4535 (Swanson) – Early Voting: would provide that, in a county with a population of 

100,000 or more, the location of a movable temporary branch early voting polling place may be 

changed only: (1) once during the early voting period; or (2) after at least half of the early voting 

period has concluded. 

 

H.B. 4537 (Swanson) – Recall Elections, Ballot Propositions, and Petitions:  with regard to a 

city’s ballot proposition language, the bill would: 

 

1. require that a ballot proposition substantially submit a question with such definiteness 

and certainty that the voters are not misled;  

2. provide that if a court orders a new election to be held after a contested election is 

declared void, a person may seek from the court a writ of mandamus to compel the 

governing body of a city to comply with the requirement that a ballot proposition 

substantially submit the question with such definiteness and certainty that the voters are 

not misled; 

3. allow a religious organization to circulate or submit a petition in connection with a recall 

election; 

4. provide that, not later than the seventh day after the date that a home rule city publishes 

ballot proposition language proposing an amendment to the city charter or another city 

law as requested by petition, a registered voter eligible to vote in the election may submit 

the proposition for review by the secretary of state (SOS);  

5. require the SOS to review the proposition not later than the seventh day after the date the 

SOS receives the submission to determine whether the proposition is misleading or 

inaccurate; 

6. provide that if the SOS determines that the proposition is misleading or inaccurate, the 

city shall draft a proposition to cure the defect and give notice of the new proposition; 

7. authorize a proposition drafted by a city under (6), above, to be submitted to the SOS 

under the process outlined in (4), above; 

8. provide that if the SOS determines that the city has on its third attempt drafted a 

proposition that is misleading or inaccurate, the SOS shall draft the ballot proposition; 

9. require, in an action in a district court seeking a writ of mandamus to compel the city to 

comply with the provision described in (1), above, the court to make a determination 

without delay and authorize the court to: (a) order the city to use ballot proposition 

language drafted by the court; and (b) award a plaintiff or relator who substantially 

prevails reasonable attorney’s fees, expenses, and court costs;  

10. waive and abolish governmental immunity to suit to the extent of the liability created by 

(9)(b), above; 

11. provide that, following a final judgment that a proposition failed to comply with the 

provision described in (1), above, a city must submit to the SOS any proposition to be 
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voted on at any election held by the city before the fourth anniversary of the court’s 

finding; and  

12. require a city to pay fair market value for all legal services relating to a proceeding 

regarding ballot proposition language enforcement. 

  

In addition, with regard to petitions, the bill would: 

 

1. provide that the illegibility of a signature on a petition submitted to a home-rule city is 

not a valid basis for invalidating the signature if the information provided with the 

signature legibly provides enough information to demonstrate that the signer is eligible to 

sign the petition and signed the petition on or after the 180th day before the date the 

petition was filed; 

2. require the SOS to prescribe the form, content, and procedure for a petition and prohibit a 

home-rule city that uses a form that is different than the SOS form from invalidating a 

petition because it doesn’t contain information that the petition form failed to provide for 

or required to be provided; 

3. provide that a person who circulates or submits a petition is not required to use a petition 

form prescribed by the SOS or a home-rule city, but that a petition that does not use an 

officially prescribed form must contain the substantial elements required to be provided 

on the officially prescribed form; 

4. require that the city secretary determine the validity of a petition, including verifying the 

petition signatures, not later than the 30th day after the date the city receives the petition; 

5. prohibit a city from restricting who may collect petition signatures;  

6. provide that the provisions described by (4) and (5), above, preempt home-rule charter 

procedures requiring the city council to hold an election on receipt of a petition; and 

7. in regard to a charter amendment election petition: (a) provide that at least five percent of 

the registered voters of the city on the date of the most recent election held in the city or 

20,000, whichever number is smaller, may submit a petition; and (b) require the notice of 

election include a substantial copy of the proposed amendment in which language sought 

to be deleted by the amendment is bracketed and stricken through and language sought to 

be added by the amendment is underlined. 

 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1225 by Bettencourt.) 

 

H.B. 4539 (Klick) – Elections: would, among other things: (1) provide that a person may not 

use any mechanical or electronic means to record images or sound within 100 feet of a voting 

station, except that a person occupying a voting station may use a mechanical or electronic 

device to photograph the person’s completed ballot; and (2) require the early voting clerk to 

provide a current copy of the branch daily register for posting on the Internet website of the 

authority ordering the election, if the authority maintains a website, each day early voting is 

conducted. 

 

H.B. 4545 (Swanson) – Election Results: would require, as soon as practicable after an 

election: (1) a county, city, and independent school district that holds the election or provides 

election services and maintains an Internet website to post on its public Internet website: (a) the 

results of each election; (b) the total number of votes cast; and (c) the total number of votes cast 
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for each candidate or for or against each measure; and (2) the information in (1) to be accessible 

without having to make more than two selections or view more than two network locations from 

the Internet website home page. (Companion bill is S.B. 1229 by Bettencourt.) 

  

S.B. 901 (Hughes) – Election Integrity: would, among other things: (1) authorize the signature 

verification committee to compare the signatures on the carrier envelope certificate and ballot 

application with any signature of the voter made within the preceding six years and on file with 

the county clerk or voter registrar to determine whether the signatures are those of the voter; (2) 

require the early voting ballot board to place the ballot envelope containing an accepted ballot in 

a separate container from the ballot box containing the early voting ballots voted by personal 

appearance; (3) require ballots voted by mail to be tabulated separately from ballots voted by 

personal appearance, and require the ballots to be voted by mail to be separately reported on the 

returns; and (4) the early voting electronic system ballots counted at a central counting state, the 

ballots cast at precinct polling places, and the ballots voted by mail shall be tabulated separately 

and shall be separately reported on the returns.  

 

S.B. 902 (Hughes) – Election Records: would: (1) provide that an election record shall be 

available, not later than the 15th day after election day, in an electronic format for a fee of not 

more than $50; (2) require the general custodian of election records to maintain a list with the 

total votes cast in each precinct by personal appearance on election day and make the list 

available for public inspection not later than the day after election day; and (3) require that each 

early voting roster be updated at the end of each day to include the daily total of persons who 

voted early by personal appearance and by mail, and that the information be available for public 

inspection. 

 

S.B. 903 (Hughes) – Election Integrity: would, among other things, require the early voting 

clerk to, not later than the 30
th

 day after election day, deliver notice to the attorney general of any 

ballot rejected because any form of voter fraud was committed. 

 

S.B. 904 (Hughes) – Political Advertising: would: (1) prohibit the use of government 

communications systems for political advertising; (2) provide that a person, political campaign, 

or advocacy group is prohibited from misusing government resources by causing political 

advertising to be delivered to an e-mail address issued by the state or a political subdivision; and 

(3) provide that each email sent in violation of (2) may result in a civil penalty of $100. 

 

S.B. 2353 (Hall) – Voting System Fund: would: (1) create a voting system fund as an account 

in the general revenue fund; (2) provide that a city may apply to the Secretary of State for a grant 

to replace voting system equipment with the grant being equal to not more than 50 percent of the 

total cost of the voting equipment; and (3) provide that the Secretary of State shall develop 

criteria for the fair and proportional distribution of grants. (Companion bill is H.B. 362 by 

Israel.) 

 

 

Open Government 
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S.B. 1688 (West) – Public Information: would provide that: (1) under the litigation exception 

of the Public Information Act, anticipated litigation is considered reasonable only if a person 

with an alleged claim, or that person’s attorney, has: (a) threatened in writing to take legal action 

against the governmental body; or (b) made a written demand for compensation as a result of an 

alleged claim against the governmental body; and (2) a governmental body that receives a 

written request for law enforcement information from a investigation or prosecution that did not 

result in a conviction or deferred adjudication may not withhold this information under the law 

enforcement exception if the written request is made by: (a) a person who is the subject of the 

information, record or notation; or (b) if the person described in (2)(a) is deceased, the person’s 

spouse, child, or parent, an administrator of the person’s estate, or any of their attorneys. 

 

S.B. 2328 (Creighton) – Disclosure of Emergency-Related Information: would provide that: 

(1) for purposes of confidentiality of certain information related to security systems, the term 

“security systems” includes station alert systems used as part of a dispatching system for 

firefighting, emergency medical services, and law enforcement personnel; and (2) for purposes 

of the Public Information Act, a volunteer firefighter, from the date the volunteer firefighter 

begins providing services to a governmental body, may elect whether to allow public access to 

information in the custody of the governmental body that relates to the firefighter’s home 

address, home telephone number, emergency contact information, or social security number, or 

that reveals whether the firefighter has family members.  

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 2340 (Dominguez) – Disaster Management: would: (1) establish a group to study the 

appropriate use of unmanned aircraft in responding to and recovering from a disaster; (2) 

establish a work group of state agencies to develop recommendations for improving the manner 

in which electronic information is stored and shared among state agencies and between state 

agencies and federal agencies to improve the capacity of the agencies to respond and coordinate 

responses to a disaster; and (3) require the Office of State-Federal Relations to: (a) study federal 

laws and policies related to issues affecting the ability of federal agencies, state agencies, and 

local governments to cooperate in responding to a disaster, including issues related to 

procurement, housing assistance, information sharing, personnel, and federal disaster assistance 

programs; and (b) make recommendations to improve federal laws and policies related to the 

issues described in (3)(a). 

 

H.B. 2707 (Price) – Grant Program: would expand the current grant program for mental health 

services administered by Health and Human Services Commission to include substance use 

disorder services. 

 

H.B. 2866 (Deshotel) – Child-Care Facilities:  would, among other things, provide that: (1) the 

Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS) must release certain information relating 

to a child fatality with respect to which DFPS is conducting an investigation of alleged abuse or 

neglect that occurred in a residential child-care facility, day-care center, group day-care home, 

before-school or after-school program, school-age program, or family home, regardless of 

whether the facility or program is licensed, registered, or listed with DFPS; (2) after completing 
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a child abuse or neglect investigation where abuse or neglect is determined to be the cause of a 

child fatality, DFPS must promptly release investigation information including: (a) whether the 

facilities or programs mentioned in (1), were licensed, registered or listed at the time of the 

child’s fatality; (b) previous child abuse or neglect investigations concerning those facilities and 

programs; (c) any reported licensing, registration or listing violations; (d) records of any training 

completed by those facilities and programs; and (3) if a child-care facility receives a written 

notice from Health and Human Services Commission of a violation of a statute or rule, the 

facility must give a copy of the notice to each parent or legal guardian of child attending the 

facility or home. (Companion bill is S.B. 705 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 3778 (Button) – Short-Term Rental Preemption: would severely limit a city’s authority 

to regulate short-term rentals.  Specifically, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. “short-term rental unit” means a dwelling that is: (a) used or designed to be used as 

the home of a person, family, or household, including a single-family dwelling or a 

unit in a multi-unit building, including an apartment, condominium, cooperative, or 

timeshare; and (b) rented wholly or partly for a fee and for a period of less than 30 

consecutive days; 

2. the bill does not require a city to regulate a short-term rental unit, but does require a 

city that elects to regulate a unit to comply with the bill; 

3. except as provided by the bill, a city may not: (a) adopt or enforce an ordinance, rule, 

or other measure that: (i) prohibits or limits the use of property as a short-term rental 

unit; or (ii) is applicable solely to short-term rental units, or short-term rental unit 

providers, short-term rental unit tenants, or other persons associated with short-term 

rental units; or (b) apply a municipal law, including a noise restriction, parking 

requirement, or building code requirement, or other law to short-term rental units or 

short-term rental unit providers, short-term rental unit tenants, or other persons 

associated with short-term rental units in a manner that is more restrictive or 

otherwise inconsistent with the application of the law to other similarly situated 

property or persons; 

4. in regard to a short-term rental unit, a city may prohibit: (a) the use of the unit to 

promote activities that are illegal under municipal or other law; (b) the provision or 

management of the unit by a registered sex offender or any person having been 

convicted of a felony; (c) the serving of food to a tenant unless the serving of food at 

the unit is otherwise authorized by municipal law; (d) the rental of the unit to a person 

younger than 18 years of age; or (d) the rental of the unit for less than 24 hours; 

5. in regard to a short-term rental unit, a city may require: (a) a unit provider (an 

undefined term) to: (i) register the unit; (ii) designate an emergency contact 

responsible for responding to complaints regarding the unit; (iii) have the unit 

inspected on an annual basis by the local building code department or fire marshal, as 

applicable, to verify that the unit meets state and municipal requirements; and (iv) 

post the number of a permit issued by the city for the unit on every listing advertising 

the unit on a short-term rental unit listing service; and (b) either: (i) a unit provider, or 

property manager on the provider’s behalf, to maintain property and liability 

insurance for the unit in an amount required by the city; or (ii) the unit provider to 

provide proof that the short-term rental unit listing service that lists the unit is 
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maintaining property and liability insurance for the unit in an amount required by the 

city; 

6. “bedroom” means an area of a residential dwelling intended and used as sleeping 

quarters, and the term does not include a kitchen, dining room, bathroom, living 

room, utility room, closet, or storage area; 

7. a city may limit the maximum occupancy of individuals 18 years of age or older in a 

unit to a number that is not less than two individuals multiplied by the number of 

bedrooms in the unit plus two additional individuals; 

8. with regard to registration, a city that adopts a registration requirement: (a) shall 

approve or deny a registration application not later than the 45th calendar day after 

the date the city receives the application, or the application is deemed approved; (b) if 

the city approves a registration application, shall issue a permit valid for at least one 

year following the date of the issuance of the permit; (c) may suspend a permit only 

in accordance with the bill; (d) may not charge a registration fee in an amount greater 

than the lesser of an amount to cover the administrative costs of enforcing the 

registration requirement or $450; (e) may require the short-term rental unit provider 

to affirm that the unit does not violate any rules or bylaws of any condominium, 

cooperative, property owners’ association, or other similar entity that has jurisdiction 

over the property in which the unit is located; (f) may maintain an Internet website or 

telephone hotline that enables a member of the public to file a complaint regarding a 

short-term rental unit; (g) may deny renewal of a permit if the short-term rental unit 

provider did not provide the  city with a renewal application before midnight on the 

date in which the permit expires; (g) may prohibit transfer of registration permits; (h) 

may not restrict the number of permits issued for short-term rental units, including 

units in multi-family dwellings, located in a commercial area or another area outside 

of a residential area of the city regardless of whether a unit is the primary residence of 

the unit owner; (i) may not restrict the number of permits issued for short-term rental 

units that are located within a residential area of the city and are the primary 

residence of the unit owner; (j) may place a reasonable density restriction or 

reasonable per capita percentage restriction on the number of permits issued for short-

term rental units that are located in a residential area and not the primary residence of 

the owner if the city: (i) finds that active enforcement of the city’s noise restrictions, 

parking requirements, building code requirements, or other laws is insufficient to 

protect the health and safety of city residents in the residential area; (ii) does not 

prohibit more than 12.5 percent of the total number of residential properties in the 

city from being eligible for a permit; and (iii) applies the restriction uniformly across 

the entire city; (k) the registration is considered approved if a city fails to approve or 

deny a registration application in accordance with certain requirements; and (l) a 

registration requirement adopted by a city that is more stringent than requirements in 

effect immediately before the new requirement takes effect applies only to a permit 

issued or renewed on or after the effective date of the new requirement; 

9. with regard to registration suspension: (a) a city may suspend the registration of a 

short-term rental unit for a period not to exceed one year if: (i) as a direct result of the 

operation of the unit, the unit has been in violation of a municipal law related to 

noise, parking, or habitability standards at least three times during one calendar year; 

(ii) the unit provider is delinquent in the remittance of a local hotel occupancy tax by 
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more than 90 days and the city has provided sufficient notice and opportunity for the 

provider to remit the tax; or (iii) the unit provider is in violation of a municipal 

requirement enacted in accordance with the bill; and (b) the city has the burden of 

proof of demonstrating that the violation was a direct result of the short-term rental 

unit’s operation and the unit provider failed to make reasonable attempts to abate the 

violation; 

10. in addition to any penalty provided for an underlying offense or violation, a city may 

assess a civil penalty against a unit provider not to exceed $200 per day for a 

violation of the bill; 

11. if a short-term rental unit provider knowingly tolerates a violation of the bill, fails to 

make reasonable attempts to abate a violation, and has violated a municipal law 

related to unsanitary conditions, noise, over-occupancy, parking, or solid waste five 

times or more in a calendar year, the city may assess a civil penalty against the unit 

provider in an amount not to exceed $2,000 per day for the violation; 

12. with regard to listing requirements: (a) a short-term rental unit listing service may not 

list a short-term rental unit that does not hold a permit in violation of a municipal 

ordinance; and (b) a city that revokes a short-term rental unit permit may notify a 

short-term rental unit listing service of the revocation for the service to comply with 

(a);  

13. the comptroller’s office shall establish and maintain a statewide database of all cities 

that have adopted short-term rental unit ordinances and publish the list on its website; 

14. the bill does not prohibit: (a) a condominium, cooperative, property owners’ 

association, or other similar entity from prohibiting or otherwise restricting an owner 

of property within the entity’s jurisdiction from using the property as a short-term 

rental unit; (b) a lessor, through the terms of a lease agreement, from restricting the 

use of the leased property as a short-term rental unit; or (c) a property owner from 

placing a restrictive covenant or easement on the property that restricts the future use 

of the property as a short-term rental unit; 

15. a person who facilitates a short-term rental but does not collect hotel tax on the short-

term rental shall file with the comptroller a report stating: (a) the physical address of 

the property rented; (b) the name and address of the owner of the property rented; (c) 

the dates of the rental; (d) the amount paid for the rental if the person facilitated 

payment for the rental; (e) the listing price for the rental if the person listed a price for 

the rental; and (f) any other information required by the comptroller; 

16. the comptroller shall make information obtained from a report under (15) available to 

a city or county that imposes a hotel occupancy tax on the short-term rental described 

by the report; and 

17. the bill does not prohibit a city from contracting with a third party, which may be a 

short-term rental listing service (defined as a person who facilitates, including by 

listing short-term rental units on an Internet website, the rental of a short-term rental 

unit), to provide services that assist in ensuring compliance with municipal 

requirements imposed in accordance with the bill.  

 

H.B. 4148 (Zwiener) – Dark Sky Communities: would provide that: (1) a city that has applied 

for or received the International Dark Sky Community designation may regulate by ordinance 

the installation and use of outdoor lighting in the city and the city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction; 
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(2) a city may sue in any court to enjoin a violation of an ordinance under (1); and (3) a person 

who violates an ordinance adopted under (1) commits a Class C misdemeanor offense. 

 

H.B. 4210 (E. Johnson) – Newspapers: would: (1) remove the requirement that a newspaper 

used for publication by a governmental entity must be entered as a second-class postal matter in 

the county where the newspaper is published; and (2) require a governmental entity to consider 

selecting a newspaper that is a minority-owned business if: (a) a substantial percentage of 

residents are members of a minority group; and (b) a newspaper in the area where a notice must 

be published is a minority-owned business and widely circulated in the area. 

 

H.B. 4226 (Nevarez) – Trades Board of the State of Texas: would create the Trades Board of 

the State of Texas, which would replace the agencies that currently license and regulate 

plumbers, electricians, and air conditioning and refrigeration contractors. 

 

H.B. 4249 (Kuempel) – Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Contractors: would provide that: 

(1) a city may not collect a registration fee, administrative fee, or any other fee from a person 

who holds a state air conditioning or refrigeration license for: (a) work performed in the city; or 

(b) notice that the person is engaging those trades in the city; and (2) the bill does not prohibit a 

city from collecting a building permit fee. 

 

H.B. 4289 (Coleman) - Health Care Provider Participation Programs: would: (1) allow a 

local jurisdiction, including a city, to establish a health care provider participation program for 

the purpose of providing additional compensation to hospitals by collecting mandatory payments 

from certain hospitals in the jurisdiction; and (2) provide for detailed implementation provisions. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 2256 by Kolkhorst.) 

 

H.B. 4326 (Martinez) – Luxury Vehicle Tax: would provide that: (1) a fee is imposed on each 

retail sale or lease of a new luxury motor vehicle by a franchised dealer at a dealership in a 

qualifying city or the extraterritorial jurisdiction of that city; (2) the amount of the fee is equal to 

one percent of the gross sale or lease price of the new luxury motor vehicle; and (3) a city may 

use revenue from the fee imposed under the bill to: (a) construct, maintain, or improve public 

roadways; (b) construct, maintain, or improve drainage or stormwater management or detention 

facilities; and (c) construct, maintain, or improve flood control or prevention facilities. 

 

H.B. 4346 (Lozano) – Off-Site Restaurant Meal Service Operations: would provide that: (1) a 

city, a county, a public health district, or the Department of State Health Services may not 

require a license holder to obtain a separate license to operate an off-site restaurant meal service 

other than the license by the city, county, public health district, or the department required of an 

off-site restaurant meal operator engaged in catering operations in the jurisdiction; and (2) a city, 

a county, a public health district, or the Department of State Health Services may not require a 

meal service broker to obtain a license. 

 

H.B. 4361 (E. Thompson) – Standing of Cities: would provide that a city has standing to bring 

or intervene in a civil action if the intervention is necessary to protect or defend the rights of a 

resident of the city, regardless of whether the party opposing the city resident is located outside 

of the city.  
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H.B. 4408 (Cain) – Local Debt Elections: would prohibit a political subdivision from issuing a 

public security for the same purpose that was submitted to the voters in a bond proposition 

during the preceding five years and  was not approved. 

 

H.B. 4469 (Meza) – Disasters Affecting Elderly and Disabled Persons: would, among other 

things, establish a task force on disaster issues affecting disabled persons and elderly persons to: 

(1) administer grants to provide financial support for certain activities, strategies, procedures, 

policies, and research that include disabled persons and elderly persons in the preparation for, 

response to, recovery from, and mitigation of disasters; and (2) study methods to more 

effectively accommodate disabled persons and elderly persons during a disaster or emergency 

evacuation. (This bill is identical to H.B. 4479 by Walle.)  

 

H.B. 4479 (Walle) – Disasters Affecting Elderly and Disabled Persons: this bill is the same as 

H.B. 4469, above. 

 

H.B. 4482 (Y. Davis) – Tax Exemptions: would, among other things: (1) require the Sunset 

Advisory Commission to evaluate various tax exemptions, including property tax and sales tax 

exemptions, that are not explicitly provided by the Texas Constitution; (2) require the Sunset 

Advisory Commission to present its evaluation and recommendations on retaining or repealing 

exemptions to the legislature; and (3) provide that a tax exemption is repealed on December 31 

of the year in which the commission presents its evaluation to the legislature unless the 

legislature retains the exemption. 

 

H.B. 4497 (Hefner) – Discrimination: would, in regard to a person’s sincerely held religious 

belief or moral conviction that marriage is a union between one man and one woman (belief):  

(1) prohibit a governmental entity from taking any discriminatory action against a person who 

has provided or declined to provide the following for a purpose related to the solemnization, 

formation, celebration, or recognition of a marriage: (a) photography, poetry, videography, disc 

jockey services, wedding planning, printing, publishing, or similar marriage-related goods or 

services; or (b) floral arrangements, dressmaking, cake or pastry artistry, venue rentals, or similar 

marriage-related services, accommodations, facilities, goods, or privileges; (2) provide that the 

bill may not be construed to: (a) preempt or repeal a state or local law that is equally or more 

protective; (b) narrow the meaning or application of a state or local law protecting a belief; or (c) 

prevent a governmental entity from providing a benefit or service authorized under state law; (3) 

provide that the bill applies to and, in case of conflict, supersedes: (a) each state law that 

impinges on a belief; and (b) any ordinance or other exercise of a governmental entity’s authority 

that impinges on a belief; (4) authorize a person to bring a claim for damages against a 

governmental entity for violating the prohibition in (1) in a judicial or administrative proceeding, 

or as a defense in such a proceeding, regardless of whether the proceeding is brought by or in the 

name of the governmental entity, a private person, or another party, and regardless of whether 

administrative remedies have been exhausted; and (5) authorize a person to seek injunctive relief 

to prevent or remedy a violation of the prohibition in (1). 

 

H.B. 4518 (Martinez Fischer) – Consumer Privacy: would: (1) impose various requirements 

on certain businesses in regard to the privacy of a consumer’s personal information collected by 
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the business; and (2) provide that the bill preempts and supersedes any ordinance, order or rule 

adopted by a political subdivision relating to the collection or sale by a business of a consumer’s 

personal information. 

 

H.B. 4534 (Lucio) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make changes to the 

funding structure of TWIA. 

 

H.B. 4551 (Dutton) – Preemption: would provide that: (1) if a court determines that an order, 

ordinance, or similar measure of a political subdivision is unenforceable because it is preempted 

by the state constitution or a state statute, the court shall award the person prevailing in the action 

challenging the order, ordinance, or measure on that basis court costs and reasonable and 

necessary attorney’s fees to be paid by the political subdivision; and (2) if a court determines that 

an officer of a political subdivision has failed to perform an act of the office required by the state 

constitution or a state statute, the court shall award the person prevailing in the action 

challenging the officer for failure to perform that act court costs and reasonable and necessary 

attorney’s fees to be paid by the political subdivision for which the officer served at the time of 

the failure to perform the act. 

 

H.B. 4575 (Burrows) – Texas Citizen’s Participation Act (anti-SLAPP law): would, among 

other things, and for purposes of the Texas Citizen’s Participation Act: (1) provide that “exercise 

of the right of association” means a communication between individuals who join together to 

collectively express, promote, pursue, or defend common interests relating to public participation 

in governmental or official proceedings; (2) provide that “legal action” does not include: (a) an 

alternative dispute resolution procedure, including arbitration; (b) a petition under the Texas 

Rules of Civil Procedure for oral or written depositions; or (c) a discovery request in litigation, 

including a subpoena request; (3) make a party moving to dismiss under the Act provide written 

notice of the date and time of the hearing not later than the 14th day before the date of the 

hearing; (4) allow a party bringing the legal action that is the subject of a motion under (3) to file 

a response to the motion not later than the seventh day before the date of the hearing; and (5) 

provide that the Act doesn’t apply to a deceptive trade practice or a covenant not to compete. 

 

H.J.R. 138 (Cain) – Expenditure Cap: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that, 

unless additional expenditures are authorized by a majority of the political subdivision’s voters 

voting at an election called for that purpose, the rate of growth of a political subdivision’s total 

expenditures from all available sources of revenue in a fiscal year may not exceed the estimated 

rate of growth of the state’s population, adjusted by the estimated rate of monetary inflation in 

the state. 

 

H.J.R. 143 (G. Bonnen) – Public Funds Investment Act: would amend the Texas Constitution 

to authorize the legislature to vest the power to invest and manage any public funds in any public 

officer of the state, a board composed of public officers of the state, or an entity that is governed 

by appointees of public officers of the state. (See H.B. 4452, above.) 

 

S.B. 4 (Taylor) – Public School Finance: would make numerous changes to the system of 

school finance in Texas, including providing funding for full-day prekindergarten, providing 
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incentives to improve reading performance, and increasing funding for teacher merit pay and for 

low-income students.  

 

S.B. 28 (Huffman) – Contingent Fee Legal Services Contract: would provide, among other 

things, that a political subdivision, including a city, may not enter into a contingent fee contract 

for legal services unless the contract is first approved by the attorney general. 

 

S.B. 906 (Hughes) – Lobbying: would: (1) prohibit a political subdivision from spending public 

money to influence the outcome of any legislation that may expand access to elective abortions 

by an abortion provider; (2) authorize a taxpayer or resident to seek injunctive relief against a 

political subdivision for a violation of (1); and (3) provide that a taxpayer or resident who 

prevails in an action described in (2) is entitled to recover attorney’s fees and costs. 

 

S.B. 2013 –  Super-Preemption: would provide that: (1) a city or county may not adopt or 

enforce a regulation that conflicts with a state law; (2) a city or county regulation that conflicts 

with a state law is void; (3) for purposes of the bill, a city or county regulation that conflicts with 

a state law includes a regulation: (a) that is a type of regulation expressly preempted by the state 

law; (b) that regulates an area in which state law is pervasive and occupies the field; (c) that 

frustrates the purpose of the state law; (d) for which there is no reasonable construction under 

which the regulation and the state law can be given full effect; or (e) that regulates an activity 

performed under a license issued by the state and actually or effectively prohibits a person from 

performing the licensed activity; and (3) the attorney general shall enforce the bill.  (Companion 

bill is H.B. 3734 by Swanson.) 

 

S.B. 2199 (Taylor) – Diaper Changing Stations: would provide that, with limited exceptions, a 

person who engages in or contracts for the construction of a building, or the renovation of the 

restrooms of a building, with one or more restrooms accessible to the public, including a building 

owned or leased by a political subdivision, shall ensure that every member of the public has 

access to a private space for a diaper changing station in at least one restroom.  

 

S.B. 2219 (Bettencourt) – Local Debt: would: (1) provide that an election for the approval of 

the issuance of bonds or other debt shall be held on the November uniform election date; (2) 

provide that an emergency election declared by the governor at which a proposition for approval 

of the issuance of bonds or other debt is submitted to the voters shall be held on any uniform 

election date; (3) require a proposition submitted to the voters for approval of the imposition, 

increase, or reduction of a tax to specifically state, as applicable: (a) with respect to a proposition 

that only seeks voter approval of the imposition or increase of a tax: (i) the estimated additional 

tax burden that would be imposed on a homestead with a value equal to the median homestead 

value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, after the imposition or 

increase of the tax, if approved; and (ii) a detailed description of the purposes for which the tax is 

to be imposed or increased, if approved; and (b) with respect to a proposition that only seeks 

voter approval of the reduction of a tax, the estimated tax reduction for a homestead with a value 

equal to the median homestead value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal 

district, if the reduction of the tax is approved; (4) provide that a proposition under (3), above, 

relating to the approval of the issuance of bonds may not exceed 5,000 characters or a different 

limit prescribed by the secretary of state that ensures that the proposition does not exceed one 
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page of the ballot or one screen on an electronic voting machine; and (5) require a proposition 

seeking voter approval of the issuance of bonds to specifically state: (a) a general description of 

the purposes for which the bonds are to be authorized; (b) the total principal amount of the 

bonds; (c) the total amount of the political subdivision’s debt secured by property taxes currently 

outstanding; (d) the total amount of the political subdivision’s current payment on debt secured 

by property taxes; (e) the amount of taxes required to be imposed on a homestead with a value 

equal to the median homestead value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal 

district, to repay the political subdivision’s current debt obligations secured by property taxes; 

and (f) the estimated tax burden that would be imposed on a homestead with a value equal to the 

median homestead value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, to 

repay the bonds to be authorized, if approved. 

 

S.B. 2235 (Buckingham) – Metropolitan Rapid Transit Authorities: would authorize the 

registered voters of an authority, by petition, to require an election to decrease the authority’s 

sales and use tax rate. 

 

S.B. 2253 (Miles) – E-Cigarettes and Cannibidiol Products: would: (1) create a new state fee 

on the sale of e-cigarettes, vapor products, and cannibidiol products; and (2) direct the 

comptroller to deposit the fees collected to the credit of the state’s designated trauma facility and 

emergency medical services account. 

 

S.B. 2256 (Kolkhorst) – Health Care Provider Participation Programs: would: (1) allow a 

local jurisdiction, including a city, to establish a health care provider participation program for 

the purpose of providing additional compensation to hospitals by collecting mandatory payments 

from certain hospitals in the jurisdiction; and (2) provide for detailed implementation provisions. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 4289 by Coleman.) 

 

S.B. 2305 (Taylor) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make changes related to 

the issuance of insurance by TWIA. 

 

S.B. 2329 (Creighton) – Lobbying Restrictions: would provide that: (1) a political subdivision 

or a public entity may not spend public money to directly or indirectly influence or attempt to 

influence the outcome of any legislation pending before the legislature; except as provided by 

(2); (2) a political subdivision or a public entity may spend public money to directly or indirectly 

influence or attempt to influence the outcome of any legislation pending before the legislature 

only if the expenditure is authorized by a majority vote on a stand-alone agenda item of the 

governing body of the political subdivision or public entity in an open meeting of the governing 

body; and (3) if a political subdivision or public entity does not comply with the requirements of 

the bill, an interested party is entitled to appropriate injunctive relief to prevent any further 

activity in violation of the bill. 

 

S.B. 2357 (Lucio) – Emergency Management Program: would provide, among other things, 

that an emergency management program that is maintained by a county or an interjurisdictional 

emergency management program that the county participates in must provide for catastrophic 

debris management. 
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S.B. 2380 (Hughes) – Occupational Licenses: would require the Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation, in cooperation with the secretary of state, the comptroller, the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality, other state agencies, and political subdivisions of the 

state that provide occupational licenses to establish a pilot program, to create special economic 

zones in eligible counties for the purpose of reducing barriers and costs of entry to occupations 

and entrepreneurship for residents of, and new and existing businesses located in, or relocating 

to, a special economic zone. (Companion bill is H.B. 3565 by White.) 

 

S.B. 2430 (Bettencourt) – Municipal Management Districts: would, among other things: 

require a municipal management district board to dissolve the district on written petition filed 

with the board by the owners of: (1) 50 percent or more of the assessed value of the property in 

the district based on the most recent certified county property tax rolls; or (2) 50 percent or more 

of the surface area of the district according to the most recent certified county property tax rolls. 

 

S.B. 2439 (Taylor) – Texas Windstorm Insurance Association: would make changes related to 

the funding of TWIA. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 2910 (Klick) – Municipal Judges:  would: (1) provide that the residential address and 

telephone number of a municipal judge or the judge’s spouse’s is confidential on various election 

documents; (2) define the term “state judge” in the Election Code to include municipal judges; 

and (3) make several conforming changes related to the confidentiality of a municipal judge’s 

residential address and telephone number. 

 

H.B. 2955 (Price) – Specialty Court Programs:  would, among other things, move approval of 

a specialty court program to the Office of Court Administration of the Texas Judicial System. 

 

H.B. 3027 (Ramos) – Order of Nondisclosure: would: (1) allow certain defendants convicted 

of or placed on deferred adjudication community supervision for certain offenses, including a 

Class C misdemeanor of theft, to petition the court for an order of nondisclosure of criminal 

history record information if the defendant committed the offenses solely as a victim of human 

trafficking or compelling prostitution; and (2) create procedures concerning granting the order of 

nondisclosure described in (1). 

 

H.B. 3104 (Goldman) – Juvenile Court Proceedings: would, among other things, allow the 

court to exclude the public from a juvenile court proceeding on the motion of any party if the 

court determines that: (1) there exists a reasonable and substantial basis for believing that public 

access to the proceeding could harm the child, endanger the child’s right to have a fair trial, or 

endanger a victim of the conduct of the child; (2) the potential for harm to the child or victim 

outweighs the benefits of public access to the proceeding; and (3) the harm can be remedied only 

by excluding the public from the proceeding. 

 

H.B. 3281 (Hinojosa) – Defense Limitations: would: (1) define the terms “gender identity” and 

“sexual orientation;” (2) limit the use of certain defenses if they are based on the actor’s or 
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defendant’s discovery or knowledge of, or the victim’s disclosure or potential disclosure of, the 

gender identity or sexual orientation of the victim or a nonviolent romantic or sexual advance 

made by the victim toward the actor; and (3) apply regardless of whether a defendant’s 

knowledge, discovery, or belief regarding the victim’s gender identity or sexual orientation was 

accurate. 

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 3815 (Morrison) – Plats: would provide that, before a plat may be recorded, the plat must 

include a certification by a surveyor or a registered engineer describing any area that is being 

subdivided that is in a 100-year floodplain, 500-year floodplain, flood pool, or reservoir, or 

stating that no such area is in a 100-year floodplain, 500-year floodplain, flood pool, or reservoir. 

(Companion bills are S.B. 1220 by Bettencourt and H.B. 3839 by Murphy.) 

 

H.B. 4146 (Capriglione) – Payday Lending and Auto Title Lending: would, among other 

things: (1) create new regulations to govern credit access business loans that: (a) provide for an 

effective rate of interest of 10 percent per year, or less; (b) are extended primarily for personal, 

family, or household use; (3) are made by a person engaged in the business of making, arranging, 

or negotiating those types of loans; (d) is either a multi-installment non-recourse term loan 

secured by a first lien on a motor vehicle that includes an administrative fee or a multi-

installment unsecured term loan that includes an administrative fee; (2) provide that the 

scheduled installment earnings method is a method to compute an interest charge by applying a 

daily rate to the unpaid balance of the principal amount as if each payment will be made on its 

scheduled installment date; (3) require payday and auto title loans to use the scheduled 

installment earnings method in (2), above, to compute interest; (4) prohibit interest being 

compounded if calculated under the scheduled installment earnings method; (5) require the loan 

to comply with any rule promulgated by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau that 

regulates payday installment loans either secured by motor vehicle or unsecured; (6) authorize a 

credit access business to charge an administrative fee for services provided to obtain or assist in 

obtaining a loan; (7) prohibit a person who is a party to a loan or the credit access business who 

obtained the loan or assisted in obtaining the loan from evading the application of the law or a 

rule adopted pursuant to the law by use of any device, subterfuge, or pretense; (8) require a 

person to hold a credit access business license to engage in the business of obtaining or assisting 

in obtaining an extension of consumer credit; (9) provide that the term of a secured or unsecured 

loan that a credit access business obtains or assists in obtaining may not be greater than 180 

days; (10) provide that, if the loan is prepaid in full, including payment in cash or by a new loan 

or renewal of the loan, the lender earns interest for the period beginning on the date of the loan 

and ending on the date of the prepayment tor demand for payment in full; (11) provide that a 

loan secured by a motor vehicle may require a borrower to insure the motor vehicle offered as 

security for the loan; (12) provide that a borrower must receive a copy of each document signed 

by the borrower along with the names and addresses of the borrower, lender, and credit access 

business; (13) require a lender or credit access business to give a receipt to a person who makes a 

cash payment on a loan; (14) provide that, at any time during regular business hours, the lender 

or credit access business shall accept partial prepayment or prepayment of a loan in full; (15) 

authorize a loan to contract for an amount incurred by the lender for: (a) court costs and 
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attorney’s fees assessed by a court only if the borrower is found to have committed forgery, 

fraud, or theft in connection with the loan; (b) a fee authorized by law for filing, recording, or 

releasing in a public office a security for a loan; (c) a fee for recording a lien on or transferring a 

certificate of title to a motor vehicle offered as security for a loan; (d) reasonable costs actually 

incurred by the lender for repossession and sale of the security; and (e) a fee for the return by a 

depositor institution of a dishonored check, negotiable order of withdrawal, or share draft offered 

in full or partial payment of a loan; (16) prohibit a borrower from granting as security for a loan 

an assignment of wages; (17) prohibit a borrower from signing a promise to pay or loan 

obligation that does not disclose the amount financed and the schedule of payments; (18) provide 

that, unless the borrower is proved in court to have committed fraud, forgery, or theft in 

connection with the loan, a borrower shall not be personally liable for any deficiency where the 

sale of the security for the loan does not satisfy the indebtedness; (19) provide that a borrower 

may not pay a prepayment penalty in connection with a loan; and (20) prohibit a person from 

threatening or pursuing criminal charges against a person who seeks a benefit from a credit 

access business for an extension of consumer credit in the absence of forgery, fraud, theft, or 

other criminal conduct.  

 

H.B. 4154 (Zweiner) – Eminent Domain: would provide that: (1) a governmental entity may 

take possession of condemned property pending the results of further litigation, if the entity pays 

the property owner or deposits with the court the amount awarded by the special commissioners; 

and (2) the possession may not take place before the 180
th

 day after the date of the 

commissioners’ award. 

 

H.B. 4162 (Swanson) – Affordable Housing: would, among other things, alter the scoring 

system for an application for a low income housing tax credit to: (1) increase the weight given to 

a written statement from the state representative who represents the district containing the 

proposed development site; and (2) give consideration to whether the proposed project: (a) is 

consistent with sound underwriting practices and when economically feasible, serves individuals 

and families of extremely low income by leveraging private and state and federal resources; (b) 

serves traditionally underserved populations; (c) demonstrates support from local political 

subdivisions based on the subdivision’s commitment of development funding; (d) rehabilitates or 

performs an adaptive reuse of a certified historic structure as part of the development; (e) 

remains affordable to qualified tenants for an extended, economically feasible period; and (f) 

complies with accessibility standards. 

 

H.B 4224 (Reynolds) – Group Homes: would require a study to evaluate state and local 

regulation of group homes. 

 

H.B. 4238 (Kuempel) – Multiunit Complex Fees: would prohibit a city from imposing on a 

landlord of a multiunit complex: (1) an annual rental license fee more than the lesser of: (a) $10 

per dwelling unit; or (b) $1,500; or (2) a change of address fee of more than $150 for the change 

of the landlord’s address. 

 

H.B. 4257 (Craddick) – Annexation Retaliation: would provide that: (1) the disapproval of the 

proposed annexation of an area does not affect any existing legal obligation of the city proposing 

the annexation to continue to provide governmental services in the area, including water or 
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wastewater services, regardless of whether the city holds a certificate of convenience and 

necessity to serve the area; and (2) a city that makes a wholesale sale of water to a special district 

may not charge rates for the water that are higher than rates charged in other similarly situated 

areas solely because the district is wholly or partly located in an area that disapproved of a 

proposed annexation.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1449 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 4317 (Flynn) – Public Facilities Corporations: would provide that: 

 

1. two or more sponsors may create a public facilities corporation to accomplish the 

corporation’s purposes with respect to each of the sponsors; 

2. the articles of incorporation or the bylaws of the corporation may provide any terms that are 

mutually acceptable to the corporation’s sponsors, including terms allowing sponsors to be 

added or removed from the corporation or one or more sponsors to be delegated the authority 

or duty to take actions authorized by law; 

3. subject to the terms of the corporation’s articles of incorporation and bylaws, if a corporation 

is created under the terms of the bill: (a) each sponsor may use the corporation in any manner 

in which a sponsor may use a corporation; (b) each sponsor is treated as a sponsor of the 

corporation; (c) the corporation may issue bonds or refunding bonds or incur other 

obligations to finance, refinance, or provide one or more public facilities on behalf of one or 

more of the corporation’s sponsors; and (d) the corporation may loan the proceeds of an 

obligation to any entity to accomplish the purposes of one or more of the corporation’s 

sponsors;  

4. for purposes of the bill, “non-sponsoring entity” means a municipality, county, school 

district, housing authority, or special district that is not a sponsor of the corporation being 

used by the city, county, school district, housing authority, or special district; 

5. with the consent of a corporation’s sponsor, a corporation may agree to be used by one or 

more non-sponsoring entities in any manner in which a sponsor may use a corporation; 

6. the agreement may contain any terms mutually acceptable to the corporation and the non-

sponsoring entity, and the sponsor of the corporation may be a party to the agreement; and  

7. a corporation used by a non-sponsoring entity may exercise the corporation’s powers in the 

same manner that the corporation may with respect to the corporation’s sponsor, including: 

(a) issuing bonds or refunding bonds or incurring other obligations to finance, refinance, or 

provide one or more public facilities on behalf of the non-sponsoring entity, the corporation’s 

sponsor, or both; and (b) loaning the proceeds of the obligations to any entity to accomplish 

the purposes of the non-sponsoring entity, the corporation’s sponsor, or both. 

 

H.B. 4320 (Kuempel) – Limitation on Municipal Regulation: would provide that, in an area in 

which the residents are ineligible or have only limited eligibility to vote in municipal elections, a 

city may not regulate an activity or structure that is regulated by this state. 

 

H.B. 4370 (E. Johnson) – Affordable Housing: would, with regard to affordable housing tax 

credits, eliminate: (1) the application criteria measuring quantifiable community participation 

with respect to the development, evaluated on the basis of a resolution concerning the 

development that is voted on and adopted by a city council in which the proposed development 

site is to be located; (2) the application criteria measuring the level of community support for the 

application, evaluated on the basis of a written statement from the state representative who 
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represents the district containing the development; and (3) the requirement that the Texas 

Department of Housing and Community Affairs provide written notice of the filing of an 

application to: (a) members of the legislature who represent the community containing the 

development and (b) the chief executive officer of the political subdivision containing the 

development.  

 

H.B. 4410 (Cain) – Photography of Critical Infrastructure: would provide that: (1) a 

municipality may restrict, by ordinance, photography of critical infrastructure, including all 

public or private assets, systems, and functions vital to the security, governance, public health 

and safety, economy, or morale of the state or the nation; and (2) an ordinance adopted under (1) 

must: (a) state the distance from which critical infrastructure may not be photographed; and (b) 

require notice of the photography restrictions be posted prominently and conspicuously in public 

areas around the critical infrastructure.  

 

H.B. 4443 (Smithee) – Affordable Housing: would prohibit the Texas Department of Housing 

and Community Affairs from awarding positive points for positive written statements received 

from the state representative who represents the district containing the proposed development 

site, if a resolution is voted on and approved in support of the application by the city council of a 

city in which the proposed development site is to be located.  

 

H.B. 4467 (Thierry) – Roofing Contractors: this bill is called the Roofing Contractor 

Consumer Protection Act and would provide that: (1) a person may not act as or offer to act as a 

roofing contractor unless the person holds a license issued under the bill; (2) the bill is not 

intended to conflict with or affect the authority of any state or local agency, board, or department 

that administers or enforces any law or ordinance or that establishes, administers, or enforces a 

policy, rule, qualification, or standard for a trade or profession; (3) a roofing contractor shall 

comply with local ordinances and regulations relating to standards and permits for roofing 

services; (4) a roofing contractor shall display the contractor’s business name and the number of 

the license issued by the executive director on each vehicle owned by the contractor and used in 

providing roofing services; and (5) city employees acting in an official capacity are exempt from 

the bill’s requirements. 

 

H.B. 4573 (Zweiner) – Eminent Domain: would require the Texas Parks and Wildlife 

Department to provide guidance to landowners undergoing the eminent domain process 

concerning fish, wildlife, nongame, and habitat management including: (1) negotiating best 

management practices for land restoration following construction of common infrastructure 

projects that use eminent domain such as roads, rail lines, pipelines, and power lines; (2) 

recommendations on how to ensure an accurate valuation of wildlife lands; (3) reasonable 

indemnification, including proof of appropriate insurance coverages, sound risk management 

practice policies, hold harmless agreements, and other provisions that provide the property owner 

with reasonable liability protection from any and all possible claims associated with the 

condemnation process; (4) the maximum acceptable width of permanent easements, resulting 

from condemnation; (5) liability for damages and losses caused by or arising out of construction, 

maintenance, replacement, or operations such as, but not limited to loss of livestock, wildlife, 

exotic game, crops, fences, gates, trees, buildings, and other improvements; (6) non-interference 

clauses with regard to other operations on property, such as grazing, farming, hunting, oil and 
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gas operations, and other normal activities found on private properties in Texas; (7) timetable 

requirements for completion of constructions; and (8) the responsibility of the condemning entity 

to remove the infrastructure within a defined timeline. 

 

H.B. 4608 (White) – Electrical Inspections: would provide that the Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation may contract with a municipal or county inspector to enforce or assist 

in the enforcement of the state’s electrical licensing law, including the performance of 

inspections and investigations required by that law. 

 

H.J.R. 4 (Phelan) – Flood Infrastructure Fund: would amend the Texas Constitution to create 

a flood infrastructure fund as a special fund in the state treasury, to be administered and used, 

without further appropriation, by the Texas Water Development Board to assist in providing 

financing for drainage, flood mitigation, or flood control projects.  (Companion bill is S.J.R. 51 

by Hinojosa.) 

 

H.J.R. 145 (S. Davis) – Disaster Assistance: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide 

that: (1) the legislature by general law may authorize the disaster reinvestment and infrastructure 

planning board or its successor to issue general obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an 

amount not to exceed $500 million and to enter into related credit agreements; and (2) the 

proceeds from the sale of the bonds shall be deposited to the credit of the disaster reinvestment 

and infrastructure planning revolving fund or its successor fund and shall be used for disaster 

assistance. 

 

S.B. 2147 (Zaffirini) – Eminent Domain: would: (1) for purposes of determining the value of 

property in an eminent domain proceeding, provide that the Texas Department of Agriculture 

shall develop a method an appraiser may use to assess the value of investments made in a 

property owner’s real property in an effort to meet soil, water, or air quality standards established 

by a state or federal certification process; (2) state that the method developed under (1) must 

provide an objective means to quantify any enhancement in the value of real property that results 

from an investment described by (1); and (3) as the basis for assessing actual damages to a 

property owner from a condemnation, provide that the special commissioners shall admit 

evidence on, among other things, the enhanced value of the property resulting from investments 

described by (1). 

 

S.B. 2370 (Hughes) – Subdivision Platting/Permit Vesting: this bill would modify the law 

relating to subdivision platting and permit vesting.  With regard to subdivision platting, the bill 

would provide that: 

 

1. the municipal authority responsible for approving plats shall approve or disapprove a plat 

within 30 days after the date the plat is filed, and a plat is considered approved by the 

municipal authority unless it is disapproved within that period and in accordance with 

(3)(a), below; 

2. if an ordinance requires that a plat be approved by the governing body of the city in 

addition to the planning commission, the governing body shall approve or the plat within 

30 days after the date the plat is approved by the planning commission or is considered 

approved by the inaction of the commission, and a plat is considered approved by the 
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governing body unless it is disapproved within that period and in accordance with (3)(a), 

below; 

3. if a plat is disapproved: (a) the municipal authority or governing body of the city, as 

applicable, shall provide the applicant a written statement of the reasons for disapproval 

that: (i) is provided with the notice of disapproval; and (ii) lists each reason for the 

disapproval, which must: (A) be related to the requirements in the subdivision platting 

law; and (B) not be arbitrary or intended to delay approval; and (b) the applicant may 

submit a written response to the municipal authority or governing body of the city, as 

applicable, that remedies each reason for disapproval; 

4. a municipal authority or the governing body of a city, as applicable, shall determine 

whether to approve an applicant’s previously disapproved plat application not later than 

the 30th day after the date the municipal authority or governing body, as applicable, 

receives the applicant’s response; 

5. a municipal authority or the governing body of a city, as applicable, shall approve a 

previously disapproved plat application if the applicant’s response adequately addresses 

each reason for the disapproval, and – if the authority or governing body disapproves a 

response – the authority or governing body: (a) must comply with (3)(a), above and may 

disapprove only for a reason provided to the applicant for the original application under 

Subsection (3)(a), above; 

6. a previously disapproved plat application is considered approved if: (a) the applicant filed 

a response that meets the requirements of the subdivision platting law; and (b) the 

municipal authority or governing body does not disapprove the application on or before 

the date required by (4), above; and 

7. the bill applies to a city regardless of whether it has entered into an interlocal agreement. 

 

With regard to permit vesting, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. a political subdivision that adopts a permit regulation requiring regulatory agency 

approval for proposed land development shall determine whether to approve or 

disapprove the development application not later than the 60th day after the date the 

application is filed with the agency, and an application is considered approved by the 

agency unless the agency disapproves of the application in that period and in accordance 

with (2)(a), below; 

2. if a land development application under (1), above, is disapproved: (a) the regulatory 

agency shall provide the applicant a written statement of the reasons for disapproval that: 

(i) is provided with the notice of disapproval; and (ii) lists each reason for the 

disapproval, which must: (A) be related to the requirements of the permit regulation; and 

(B) not be arbitrary or intended to delay approval; and (b) the applicant may submit a 

written response to the agency that remedies each reason for disapproval; 

3. a regulatory agency shall determine whether to approve an applicant’s previously 

disapproved development application not later than the 30th day after the date the 

application was filed and – if the agency disapproves a response – the agency: (a) must 

comply with (2)(a), above; and (b) may disapprove only for a reason provided to the 

applicant for the original application under (2)(a), above; 

4. a regulatory agency shall approve a previously disapproved development application if 

the applicant’s response adequately addresses each reason for the disapproval; 
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5. a previously disapproved development application is considered approved if: (a) the 

applicant filed a response that meets the requirements of (4), above; and (b) the 

regulatory agency does not disapprove the application on or before the date required by 

(3), above, and in accordance with (4), above; and 

6. the bill applies to a political subdivision regardless of whether the political subdivision 

has entered into an interlocal agreement. 

 

(Companion bill is H.B. 3167 by Oliverson.) 

 

S.J.R. 75 (Miles) – Disaster Mitigation: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that 

the legislature by general law may authorize the Texas Water Development Board to issue 

general obligation bonds of the State of Texas in an aggregate amount not to exceed $10 billion 

and enter into related grant agreements to provide financial assistance to political subdivisions 

for projects related to disaster recovery, disaster mitigation, disaster response, or to construct, 

repair, rehabilitate, or reconstruct state or local infrastructure. 

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 4290 (Flynn) – Public Retirement Systems: would provide that certain public retirement 

systems shall develop funding soundness plans if the systems have specific unfunded actuarial 

accrued liabilities. 

 

H.B. 4478 (Neave) – Settlement Agreements: would provide that a settlement agreement 

between a government agency and the agency’s employee related to a claim or complaint of 

sexual assault or unlawful sex discrimination or retaliation shall not contain a provision that 

prevents the disclosure of factual information related to the claim or complaint unless such 

provision is requested by the employee. 

 

H.B. 4555 (C. Turner) – Calculating Overtime Pay: would provide that, for purposes of 

calculating the minimum wage paid to a nonexempt employee, an employer may not use a 

method that: (1) guarantees weekly pay for a variable number of hours; or (2) establishes a fixed 

salary for fluctuating hours in a workweek.  

 

H.B. 4563 (C. Turner) – Sexual Harassment Records: would provide that: (1) an employer 

who has 50 or more employees shall maintain an internal record of each complaint that includes 

an allegation of sexual harassment made by the employee to the employer; and (2) such record 

shall be maintained for at least five years after the last date of employment of the employee or 

the person alleged to have committed the sexual harassment, whichever date is latest.  

 

H.B. 4616 (Walle) – Calculating Overtime Pay: would provide that, for purposes of calculating 

the minimum wage paid to a nonexempt employee, an employer may not use a method that: (1) 

guarantees weekly pay for a variable number of hours; or (2) establishes a fixed salary for 

fluctuating hours in a workweek. 
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S.B. 2158 (Buckingham) – Tactical Medical Officers: would provide that: (1) a person may 

serve as a “tactical medical officer” if the person: (a) is licensed or certified, as applicable, as an 

EMT, paramedic, medical doctor; (b) holds a license to carry a concealed handgun; (c) is 

certified by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement as a tactical medical officer after 80 

hours of instruction under the bill; and (d) is appointed as a tactical medical officer by a law 

enforcement agency; and (2) a tactical medical officer may make arrests and exercise all 

authority given to peace officers, subject to written regulations adopted by the law enforcement 

agency having jurisdiction over the officer, if the tactical medical officer acts in a manner that is 

necessary to prevent or abate the commission of an offense that threatens serious bodily injury to 

or the death of a person. 

 

S.B. 2181 (Nelson) – Workers Compensation: would provide that lifetime income benefits are 

paid until the death of the employee for, among other things: (1) a physically traumatic injury to 

the brain resulting in permanent cognitive defects that: (a) render the employee permanently 

unemployable without significant accommodations; or (b) affect the non-vocational quality of 

the employee’s life so as to eliminate the employee’s ability to engage in a range of usual 

cognitive processes; (2) third degree burns that cover at least 40 percent of the body and require 

grafting, or third degree burns covering the majority of: (a) both hands; (b) both feet; (c) one 

hand and one foot; or (d) one hand or foot and the face; or (3) permanent and total disability in 

certain circumstances if the employee is: (a) a first responder; and (b) employed by a political 

subdivision that self-insures, either individually or collectively.  (Companion bill is H.B. 3676 

by Capriglione.) 

 

S.B. 2224 (Huffman) – Public Retirement System Funding Policy: would provide that the 

governing body of a public retirement system shall: (1) adopt a written funding policy that 

details the governing body’s plan for achieving a funded ratio of the system that is equal to or 

greater than 100 percent; (2) maintain for public review at its main office a copy of the policy; 

(3) file a copy of the policy and each change to the policy with the board not later than the 31
st
 

day after the date the policy or change is adopted; and (4) submit a copy of the policy and each 

change to the policy to the system’s associated governmental entity not later than the 31
st
 day 

after the date the policy or change is adopted.  

 

S.B. 2288 (Fallon) – Immigration Violations: would provide, among other things, that: (1) the 

Texas Workforce Commission (Commission) shall investigate complaints of employers, other 

than governmental entities, who employ persons not lawfully present in the United States; (2) 

upon receipt of a notice by the attorney general from the Commission of an order finding that an 

employer has knowingly employed a person not lawfully present in the United States, the 

attorney general shall promptly notify the United States Immigration Customs Enforcement and 

appropriate local law enforcement agencies of the identity and address, if known, of each 

employee who is not lawfully present in the United States; (3) each license held by an employer 

who knowingly employs a person not lawfully present in the United States shall be suspended; 

and (4) upon receipt of a notice from the Commission of an order suspending a license, a 

licensing authority, including a municipality that issues or renews a license, shall immediately 

determine if the authority has issued a license to the person named in the order, and if a license 

has been issued: (a) record the suspension of the license in the licensing authority’s records; (b) 
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report the suspension as appropriate; and (c) demand surrender of the suspended license if 

required by law for other cases in which a license is suspended.  

 

S.B. 2294 (Powell) – Compensation of Peace Officers: would provide that: (1) a law 

enforcement officer stipend account shall be established in the state’s general revenue fund to be 

used only to provide $1,000 monthly stipends to full-time local law enforcement officers, 

including a marshal or police officer of a city; (2) the comptroller may adopt rules requiring a 

city to report to the comptroller, information regarding the number, identities, and employment 

schedules of local law enforcement officers entitled to stipends and to report information related 

to the stipend payments made to the officers; and (3) a city shall pay to each local law 

enforcement officer employed by the city not less than the greater of: (a) $15 an hour; or (b) the 

federal minimum wage, except if paying said minimum wage would result in an economic 

hardship for the city or county, as determined by the Texas Workforce Commission. 

 

S.B. 2429 (Bettencourt) – Defined Contribution Plans: would provide, among other things, a 

home-rule city that is the sponsoring authority of a public retirement system that provides 

municipal retirement benefits to its employees shall, upon receipt of a petition from at least 10 

percent of the number of voters who voted in the most recent election of the city, order an 

election to authorize the creation of a defined contribution plan for newly hired or a category of 

newly hired city employees. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 2340 (Dominguez) – Emergency and Disaster Management: would: (1) provide that one 

purpose of the Texas Disaster Act of 1975 is to encourage adoption of the strategic plan of the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency; (2) establish a group to study the use of unmanned 

aircraft in responding to and recovering from disasters; (3) require the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management (Division) to establish a work group to develop recommendations for 

improving the manner in which electronic information is stored and shared among state agencies 

and federal agencies to improve disaster response; and (4) require the Office of State-Federal 

Relations, the Division, and federal agencies to study laws and policies related to issues of 

federal, state, and local cooperation in responding to disasters. 

 

H.B. 2345 (Walle) – Disaster Mitigation: would provide that: (1) the Institute for a Disaster 

Resilient Texas is a component of Texas A&M University; (2) the institute shall assist the Flood 

Event Partnership Options Special Study Committee, which is also established under the bill and 

consists of nine persons appointed by the governor to represent the flooding-related interests of 

various interests, including cities; and (3) the committee shall deliver to the governor, the 

lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house of representatives, and each member of the 

legislature a report on flood mitigation efforts not later than September 1, 2020.  

 

H.B. 2499 (Springer) – Official Oppression: would: (1) provide that a “public servant” 

includes: (a) a federal officer, employee, or agent; (b) another person acting under the contract 

with a federal branch, department, or agency for the purpose of providing security or law 

enforcement services; or (c) any person acting under color of federal law; (2) apply the offense 
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of official oppression to a public servant if the person while acting under color of the person’s 

office or employment without probable cause to believe the other person committed an offense: 

(a) performs a search without effective consent for the purpose of granting access to a publicly 

accessible building or form of transportation; and (b) intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly: (i) 

touches the private parts of the other person, including touching through clothing; or (ii) causes 

physical contact with the other person when the actor knows or should reasonably believe that 

the other person will regard the contact as offensive or provocative; (3) create a defense to 

prosecution if the actor performed the search pursuant to and consistent with an explicit and 

applicable grant of federal statutory authority that is consistent with the United States 

Constitution; (4) provide when consent is considered effective; and (5) require the attorney 

general of Texas to defend the validity of this statute if the federal government challenges the 

validity of statute on the grounds of unconstitutionality, preemption, or sovereign immunity. 

 

H.B. 4147 (C. Bell) – Mental Health Awareness: would require certain first responders and 

first responder trainees to complete at least 6 hours of mental health awareness training. 

 

H.B. 4157 (Anchia) – Designated Law Enforcement Office: would change the definition of a 

“designated law enforcement office or agency” to include a police department in a city with a 

population of 200,000 or more, which then affects certain laws governing the installation and use 

of tracking equipment and access to certain communications.  

 

H.B. 4187 (Middleton) – Reporting Felony Offenses: would provide that: (1) a person with 

knowledge of the commission of a felony offense, other than a state jail felony, may report the 

offense to any attorney who prosecutes criminal cases on behalf of the state; (2) the attorney 

described in (1) shall investigate the report only if the person making the report demonstrates 

that: (a) the person previously reported the offense to law enforcement more than one year before 

the date of the report; and (b) following the report to law enforcement, the person diligently 

cooperated with law enforcement in investigating the offense for a period of not less than one 

year; (3) if a peace officer has not prepared a written report relating to the offense reported under 

(1), the attorney shall investigate the report and may refer the matter to: (a) a law enforcement 

agency; or (b) a court with jurisdiction over the offense; and (4) the state’s public corruption unit 

may investigate an allegation of a retaliation action, including filing of criminal charges, seizure 

of property, or arrest or search of an individual without probable cause, taken by an individual 

that is elected, appointed, or employed as a peace officer for a governmental entity against a 

person because the person made a report under (1). 

 

H.B. 4265 (Zedler) – Red Light Signals: would provide that an operator of a motorcycle or 

bicycle facing only a steady red signal at a traffic-actuated electric traffic-control signal may 

proceed if the traffic-actuated electric traffic-control signal fails to register the motorcycle or 

bicycle after two cycles of the traffic-control signal.   

 

H.B. 4358 (Sanford) – Carbon Monoxide Alarms/Smoke Alarms: would require a landlord in 

certain residential properties to install carbon monoxide alarms in certain circumstances and, in 

relation to city regulation, would provide that: (1) the bill does not: (a) affect a local ordinance 

adopted before January 1, 2020, that requires landlords to install smoke alarms or carbon 

monoxide alarms in new or remodeled dwelling units before January 1, 2020, if the ordinance 
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conforms with or is amended to conform with the bill; (b) limit or prevent adoption or 

enforcement of a local ordinance relating to fire safety as a part of a building, fire, or housing 

code, including any requirements relating to the installation of smoke alarms or carbon monoxide 

alarms or the type of smoke alarms or carbon monoxide alarms; (c) otherwise limit or prevent the 

adoption of a local ordinance that conforms to current law but which contains additional 

enforcement provisions, except as provided by (2), below; or (d) affect a local ordinance that 

requires regular inspections by local officials of smoke alarms or carbon monoxide alarms in 

dwelling units and that requires smoke alarms or carbon monoxide alarms to be operational at 

the time of inspection; (2) if a carbon monoxide alarm powered by battery has been installed in a 

dwelling unit built before January 1, 2020, in compliance with the bill and local ordinances, a 

local ordinance may not require that a carbon monoxide alarm powered by alternating current be 

installed in the unit unless: (a) the interior of the unit is repaired, remodeled, or rebuilt at a 

projected cost of more than $5,000 and: (b) the repair, remodeling, or rebuilding requires a 

municipal building permit and either: (i) the repair, remodeling, or rebuilding results in the 

removal of interior walls or ceiling finishes exposing the structure; or (ii) the interior of the unit 

provides access for building wiring through an attic, crawl space, or basement without the 

removal of interior walls or ceiling finishes; (c) an addition occurs to the unit at a projected cost 

of more than $5,000; (d) a carbon monoxide alarm powered by alternating current was actually 

installed in the unit at any time before January 1, 2020; or (e) a carbon monoxide alarm powered 

by alternating current was required by lawful city ordinance at the time of initial construction of 

the unit; and (3) if a dwelling unit was occupied as a residence before January 1, 2020, or a 

certificate of occupancy was issued for the dwelling unit before that date, a carbon monoxide 

alarm may be powered by battery and is not required to be interconnected with other carbon 

monoxide alarms, except that a carbon monoxide alarm that is installed to replace a carbon 

monoxide alarm that was in place on the date the dwelling unit was first occupied as a residence 

must comply with residential building code standards that applied to the dwelling unit on that 

date or (2), above. 

 

H.B. 4440 (Lucio III) – Enhanced Penalty for Use of Force: would provide that the criminal 

penalty for the offense of resisting arrest by using force against a peace officer or another person 

shall be enhanced to a state jail felony if the use of force causes bodily injury to the officer or the 

other person. (Companion bill is S.B. 2209 by Flores.) 

 

H.B. 4448 (Springer) – Unmanned Aircraft: would change to state law regarding the use of an 

unmanned aircraft to: (1) provide that it is lawful to capture an image using an unmanned aircraft 

if the image is: (a) captured by a person operating the aircraft for a commercial purpose in 

compliance with Federal Aviation Administration’s regulations; and (b) reasonably related to a 

commercial purpose, including images captured for purposes of navigation or public safety; (2) 

amend the definition of “critical infrastructure facility” to remove the requirement that the 

facility be completely enclosed by a fence; and (3) remove certain provisions related to civil 

actions. 

 

H.B. 4483 (Y. Davis) – Peace Officer Training: would provide that: (1) as part of the minimum 

curriculum requirements, a peace officer shall complete a comprehensive education and training 

program on identifying, communicating with, and supporting individuals with disabilities; and 
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(2) such training shall be completed not later than the second anniversary of the date the officer 

is licensed unless the officer completes the training as part of the officer’s basic training course. 

 

H.B. 4544 (Meyer) – Coyote Control: would provide that: (1) a city with a population density 

of more than 2,500 persons per square mile may capture, relocate, or euthanize a coyote located 

within the city or its extraterritorial jurisdiction; and (2) the city may request assistance from 

Texas Wildlife Services to capture, relocate, or euthanize a coyote. 

 

H.B. 4571 (Coleman) – Criminal Procedure:  would, among other things: (1) provide that a 

magistrate, including a municipal court judge, shall release on personal bond a defendant who is 

not charged with and has not been previously convicted of a violent offense unless the magistrate 

finds good cause to justify not releasing the defendant on personal bond; (2) modify current law 

to provide that: (a) a person who is arrested without a warrant and who is detained in jail must be 

released on personal bond that has not monetary limits; (b) a person who is arrested without a 

warrant and who is detained in jail must be released on bond, in an amount not to exceed $5,000 

not later than the 24
th

 hour after the person’s arrest if the person was arrested for a felony and a 

magistrate has not determined whether probable cause exists to believe the person committed the 

offense; (3) provide that a peace officer may not conduct a search based solely on a person’s 

consent to the search unless: (a) the officer verbally and in writing informs the person of the 

person’s right to refuse the search; and (b) the person signs an acknowledgment that the person: 

(i) received the information described in (3)(a); and (ii) consents to the search; (4) provide that 

racial profiling data collected shall be admissible in court; (5) provide that a peace officer who is 

charging a person, including a child, with committing an offense that is a misdemeanor 

punishable by fine only, other than the offense of public intoxication, alcohol-related offenses 

involving a minor, or an offense for which the officer reasonably believes is necessary to take the 

person before a magistrate to prevent a foreseeable injury or altercation, shall, instead of taking 

the person before a magistrate, issue a citation a citation to the person; (6) provide that a peace 

officer who is charging a person, including a child, with committing an alcohol-related offense 

involving a minor that is a misdemeanor punishable by fine may, instead of taking the person 

before a magistrate, issue a citation that contains specific information; (7) provide that for a 

traffic-related offense that is misdemeanor that is punishable by fine only, a peace officer shall 

issue a written notice to appear; and (8) require, as part of the minimum curriculum 

requirements, a peace to complete a statewide education and training program on tactical 

communication.  

 

H.B. 4610 (Shaheen) – Emergency Detention: would: (1) provide that a peace officer who 

apprehends a person with mental illness without a warrant and transports the person to a facility 

must immediately transfer custody of the person to the facility unless the person commits an 

assault against the peace officer during the transportation; (2) require that a judge or magistrate 

notify the applicable law enforcement agency of the issuance of an emergency apprehension and 

detention warrant by: (a) email with the warrant attached as a secure document in a portable 

document format; or (b) secure electronic means, including satellite transmission, closed-circuit 

television transmission, or certain other methods of two-way electronic communication; (3) 

require a law enforcement agency that receives an emergency apprehension and detention 

warrant to serve the warrant as soon as practicable after the hour the agency receives the warrant; 
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and (4) prohibit a court from charging a fee in excess of $25 for filing an application for 

emergency detention or for issuing a related warrant. 

 

S.B. 1804 (Kolkhorst) – Family Violence Bond Conditions:  would, among other things, 

provide that: (1) as soon as possible, but not later than the next business day after the date a 

magistrate issues an order imposing a condition of bond or modifying or removing a condition 

concerning a defendant charged with an offense involving family violence, a magistrate shall 

send a copy of the order to the chief of police in the city where the victim of the offense resides, 

if the victim resides in a city; (2) a court clerk shall send a copy of the order in (1) to the victim 

at the victim’s last known address as soon as possible, but not later than the next business day 

after the date the order is issued; (3) if a victim is not present when an order is issued under (1), 

the magistrate shall order a peace officer to make a good faith effort to provide notice of the 

order to the victim within 24 hours by calling the victim’s last known phone number; and (4) not 

later than the third business day after the date of receipt of the copy of an order issued under (1), 

the law enforcement agency shall enter, modify or remove certain information into the statewide 

law enforcement information system maintained by the Department of Public Safety. 

 

S.B. 2159 (Buckingham) – Stop Signs as Yield Signs: would allow operators of motor vehicles 

to treat a stop sign as a yield sign at certain intersections. 

 

S.B. 2192 (Hinojosa) – 911 Calls: would provide that: (1) a recording of an emergency call 

made to a public safety agency or a public safety answering point that contains the final words 

spoken by an individual is confidential; (2) a governmental body shall disclose information that 

is confidential under the bill and that is not confidential or otherwise excepted from disclosure 

under another provision of law to a requestor who is: (a) an investigator that certifies that the 

information will only be used in conjunction with a civil, criminal, administrative, or trial 

proceeding in a court or government agency, including service of process, investigation in 

anticipation of litigation, execution or enforcement of a judgment or order, or under any order of 

any court; or (b) is a first responder; and (3) a governmental body may withhold a recording 

described by (1) without the necessity of requesting a decision from the attorney general. 

 

S.B. 2229 (Fallon) – Critical Infrastructure: would increase the criminal liability for engaging 

in certain conduct involving a critical infrastructure facility. 

 

S.B. 2230 (Fallon) – Local Registration of Violent Offenders: would require: (1) certain 

offenders who have been convicted of, received a grant of deferred adjudication community 

supervision for, or received a juvenile adjudication or deferral for an offense and have 

subsequently been discharged or placed under community supervision or mandatory supervision 

for certain violent offenses to register with a local law enforcement authority: (a) annually; (b) 

every 90 days if the offender is determined to be high risk, (c) every 30 days if the offender does 

not have a permanent address; and (d) within five days after the offender changes his or her 

address; and (2) a local law enforcement authority to promptly forward the registration 

information to the Department of Public Safety for inclusion in a central database of violent 

offenders. 
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S.B. 2320 (Creighton) – Licensed Carry/Courts: would authorize a county commissioner who 

holds a license to carry a handgun on the premises of any court, including a municipal court, or 

office utilized by the court. 

 

S.B. 2365 (Hughes) – Parental Rights: would provide, among other things: (1) that the state or 

a political subdivision may not restrict or interfere with a parent’s fundamental right to make 

decisions in the raising of the parent’s child unless the state or political subdivision demonstrates 

that the action of the state or political subdivision: (a) is in furtherance of a compelling 

governmental interest; and (b) is narrowly tailored to accomplish that interest; and (2) a court 

may not restrict or interfere with the fundamental right of a parent solely because the court 

believes a better decision could be made, unless the court: (a) first overcomes the presumption 

that a parent is a fit parent and acts in the best interest of the child; and (b) finds that the parent is 

not a fit parent, or the infringement is necessary to prevent a significant impairment of the child’s 

physical health or emotional well-being. (Companion bill is H.B. 2528 by Leach.) 

 

S.B. 2384 (Watson) – Sexual Assault: would establish the Office of Sexual Assault Survivor 

Assistance within the criminal justice division of the governor’s office to work with various 

governmental entities and establish policies regarding sexual assault prevention, investigation 

and prosecution, and services provided to survivors.  (Companion bill is H.B. 1590 by Howard.) 

 

S.B. 2416 (Campbell) – Medical Research Cannabis: would: (1) authorize the possession, use, 

cultivation, distribution, transportation, and delivery of medical research cannabis in addition to 

low-THC cannabis for medical use; (2) provide for the establishment of compassionate-use 

review boards to evaluate and approve proposed research programs to study the medical use of 

cannabis and oversee patient treatment undertaken as part of an approved research program, 

including the approval of cannabis products to be prescribed and evaluated; (3) provide that 

patient treatment as part of a research program under (2) shall only be administered by a 

physician certified by an institutional review board to participate in the program and that a 

patient must be a permanent resident of Texas and 21 years of age or older;  authorize the 

licensing of dispensing organizations for medical research cannabis; (4) remove the requirement 

that a second physician qualified to prescribe low-THC cannabis must concur with the first 

doctor’s opinion in order for the first doctor to prescribe low-THC cannabis; (5) expand patients 

who may receive low-THC and medical research cannabis from patients with epilepsy to patients 

for whom the physician has determined the risk of medical use of low-THC cannabis is 

reasonable in light of the potential benefit; (6) authorize an application fee for licenses to operate 

a dispensing organization; and (7) prevent cities from enacting, adopting, or enforcing a rule, 

ordinance, resolution, or other regulation that prohibits the cultivation, production, dispensing, or 

possession of medical cannabis as authorized by the bill. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 4217 (Israel) – Gas Tax: would increase the rate of the state gasoline tax from 20 to 40 

cents per gallon.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1077 by Watson.)  
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H.B. 4218 (Israel) – Alternatively Fueled Vehicles: would provide that the Department of 

Motor Vehicles shall enact an additional motor vehicle registration fee on alternatively fueled 

vehicles.  (Companion bill is S.B. 1076 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 4281 (Israel) – Local Transportation Funding: would enact the Texas Local Option 

Transportation Act, which would – among other things – expire in 2029 and authorize the 

commissioners court of a county with a population of more than one million to call an election 

on the uniform election date in November on the issue of imposing an additional 10 cent motor 

fuels tax in the county for certain transportation projects. (Companion bill is S.B. 1080 by 

Watson.)  

 

H.B. 4484 (Wray) – Red Light Cameras: would: (1) prohibit a local authority from: (a) 

implementing or operating a photographic traffic signal enforcement system; and (b) issuing a 

civil or criminal charge or citation for an offense or violation based on a recorded image 

produced by a photographic traffic signal enforcement system; and (2) except from the 

prohibition in (1) a system that takes images of vehicles that pass a school bus if the system is 

used only for the prosecution of a criminal offense and the person who is cited is authorized to 

contest the citation in court. 

 

H.B. 4498 (Guillen) – TxDOT Projects: would: (1) apply only to a grant awarded by the Texas 

Department of Transportation for the construction of a transportation project in a county or city 

with a population of less than 15,000; and (2) provide that the department shall reimburse a grant 

recipient for costs incurred by the recipient that exceed the amount of the grant awarded by the 

department if the construction of the transportation project is managed by the department. 

 

H.B. 4499 (Raymond) – Motor-Assisted Scooters: would: 

(1) define a “motor-assisted scooter” as having a gas motor with a displacement not 

exceeding 40 cubic centimeters or an electric motor with a power output not exceeding 1,000 

watts; 

(2) require that a person hold a valid driver’s license and be at least 16 years old to operate a 

motor-assisted scooter; 

(3) prohibit a motor-assisted scooter from carrying more than one person; 

(4) allow a person to operate a motor-assisted scooter on: (a) a path set aside for the 

exclusive use of bicycles, pedestrians, or both; (b) on a roadway in a bicycle lane; or (c) on a 

roadway without a bicycle lane if the roadway has a speed limit of 30 miles per hour or less and 

the person rides as close to the right curb or edge of the roadway as possible, with some 

exceptions;  
(5) prohibit a person from operating a motor-assisted scooter at more than 15 miles per hour;  

(6) require that a person operating a motor-assisted scooter yield the right of way to a pedestrian;  

(7) prohibit a person from parking motor-assisted scooter in a manner that obstructs a roadway, 

paths, or sidewalk;  

(8) allow cities to impose further restrictions than the bill on: (a) speed limit of a motor-assisted 

scooter; (b) the location where motor-assisted scooters may be operated; (c) the minimum age 

requirement to operate motor-assisted scooters; and (d) where a person may park a motor-assisted 

scooter;  

(9) allow cities to impose a higher criminal or civil penalty for a violation of the bill;  

(10) allow cities to require that the operator of a motor-assisted scooter wear a safety helmet; and  
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(11) allow cities to prohibit the operation of a motor-assisted scooter on a street, highway, or 

sidewalk if the city council determines the prohibition is necessary in the interest of safety. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 549 by West.) 

 

S.B. 2418 (Nichols) – Transportation: would make beneficial changes to the method by which 

funds from the rainy day fund are allocated to the state highway fund. 

 

S.B. 2260 (Flores) – Transportation Infrastructure Fund: would provide that, to be eligible to 

receive a grant under the Transportation Infrastructure Fund program, matching funds may 

include in-kind contributions.  (Companion bill is H.B. 3196 by Landgraf.) 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 4150 (Paddie) – Electric Utilities: would provide that investor-owned electric utilities 

owning transmission and distribution assets must, not later than May 1, 2020, provide a report to 

the Public Utility Commission related to its safety procedures. 

 

H.B. 4246 (Nevarez) – Nonsubmetered Water and Sewer Billing: would provide that: (1) 

each municipally owned utility that bills for nonsubmetered master metered utility service shall 

make publicly available for each entity billed a statement that includes: (a) a current copy of the 

municipally owned utility’s rate structure applicable to the billed service; and (b) a list of fees 

and charges applicable to the billed service; (2) a municipally owned utility may not charge a 

dwelling unit base charge of more than $5 for nonsubmetered master metered utility service; and 

(3) a person may appeal a charge that does not comply with the bill by filing a petition with the 

Public Utility Commission, which shall hear the appeal de novo with the city having the burden 

of proof to establish that the fee complies with the bill. 

 

H.B. 4247 (Wilson) – Concrete Crushing: would, among other things, provide that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality shall, by rule, prohibit the operation of a rock or concrete 

crushing facility within 880 yards of a building in use as a single or multifamily residence, 

school, place of worship, or hospital at the time the application for a permit to operate the facility 

at a site near the residence, school, place of worship, or hospital is filed with TCEQ. 

 

H.B. 4254 (Metcalf) – Water CCNs: would, among other things, provide that: (1) the holder of 

a certificate of convenience and necessity that is the subject of a petition for certain 

decertifications of an area may not borrow money under a federal loan program after the date the 

petition is filed until the Public Utility Commission issues a decision on the petition; (2) a 

landowner that submits a petition under the bill may pay or defease federal loans for a certificate 

holder that is a borrower under a federal loan program; and (3) the commission may issue an 

order to require the certificate holder to accept a loan payment or defeasance. 

 

H.B. 4279 (Coleman) – Texas Water Development Board: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Water Development Board (TWDB) shall establish a grant program to use the proceeds from the 

sale of bonds and the interest issued on those bonds to provide financial assistance to qualifying 

political subdivisions and the state for the financing of qualifying projects in the political 

subdivisions and the state; (2) the TWDB shall develop and implement an application process for 
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a grant, including, at a minimum, a description of the qualifying project for which the applicant 

is requesting a grant, an estimate of the total cost of the project, and evidence that the applicant 

has staff, policies, and procedures in place adequate to complete the project; (3) the TWDB may 

issue general obligation bonds for the purposes provided in the bill; (4) the Texas Disaster 

Mitigation, Recovery, Response, and Infrastructure fund is established as a special fund in the 

state treasury outside the general revenue fund to be used by the TWDB, without further 

legislative appropriation, for the purposes of implementing the Texas Disaster Mitigation, 

Recovery, Response, and Infrastructure bonds as provided by the bill; (5) the TWDB shall 

establish a point system for prioritizing projects for which financial assistance is sought from the 

TWDB; (6) with certain exceptions, money in the fund may be used by the TWDB only to 

provide financing or refinancing, under terms specified by the TWDB, for projects included in 

the bill; and (7) financing or refinancing of projects may be provided by using money in the fund 

to make loans to eligible political subdivisions and the state or to purchases bonds or other 

obligations of eligible political subdivisions and the state bearing interest at a rate or rates 

determined by the TWDB, including a rate below prevailing market rates. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 2437 by Miles.)   

 

H.B. 4360 (E. Thompson) – Permit Applications for Municipal Solid Waste Facilities: 

would provide that, if after review of an application for a permit for a municipal solid waste 

facility, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) finds that necessary 

information is omitted from the application, that the application contains incorrect information 

that is material to the application, or that more information is necessary to complete the 

processing of the application, TCEQ shall issue a notice of deficiency and order the information 

to be provided not later than the 60
th

 day after the date the notice is issued and if the information 

is not provided by the 60
th

 day, TCEQ shall dismiss the application. 

 

H.B. 4422 (Wilson) – Aggregate Production and Paving Facilities: would provide that the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall require, by rule, that a permit holder of a 

permit issued under the Texas Clean Air Act relating to the production of aggregates, operation 

of a concrete plant that performs wet batching, dry batching, or central mixing, or operation of a 

hot mix asphalt plant must: (1) pave each road inside the permitted facility used for the 

movement of certain commercial vehicles; and (2) construct acceleration and deceleration lanes 

for egress from and ingress to the aggregate production operation to protect public safety. 

 

H.B. 4486 (E. Thompson) – Municipal Solid Waste Facilities: would: (1) provide that the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) may not issue a municipal solid waste 

facility permit or allow special conditions for the approval of an application for a permit or an 

amendment to a permit unless the applicant has satisfied all requirements of Chapter 361 of the 

Health and Safety Code governing municipal solid waste permits, rules adopted under the 

Chapter, and other requirements of state and local law, including requirements relating to 

authorizations from local governments and siting in a floodplain; (2) provide that TCEQ shall 

charge an applicant for a municipal solid waste facility permit an application fee of $2,000; (3) 

provide that TCEQ shall inspect the facility or site used or proposed to be used to store, process, 

or dispose of municipal solid waste to confirm information included in the application before a 

permit for a proposed municipal solid waste facility is issued, amended, extended, or renewed; 

(4) provide that, among other things, a representative of a municipal solid waste facility that is 
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subject to an enforcement action must attend a meeting and make a reasonable effort to respond 

to questions relevant to the enforcement action at the meeting; (5) add that whether the 

prohibited act created a public nuisance is a factor to be considered by TCEQ in determining the 

amount of an administrative penalty; (6) provide that in order to be eligible to preside at a 

hearing related to a municipal solid waste facility permit, an administrative law judge must have 

experience with solid waste engineering or management; and (7) provide that, if after review of 

an application for a municipal solid waste facility permit, TCEQ finds that necessary information 

is omitted from the application, that the application contains incorrect information that is 

material to the application, or that more information is necessary to complete the processing of 

the application, TCEQ shall issue a notice of deficiency and order the information to be provided 

not later than the 60
th

 day after the date the notice is issued and if the information is not provided 

by the 60
th

 day, TCEQ shall dismiss the application.  

 

H.B. 4553 (Lucio) – Certificates of Convenience and Necessity: would provide that the Texas 

Public Utility Commission may grant single certification to a city in an area it annexes, unless 

the commission makes an express finding that the city failed to demonstrate the retail public 

utility currently providing service is not capable of providing service to a proposed decertified 

area on a continuous and adequate basis and supports each of its findings and conclusions based 

solely on the information provided by the city and the retail public utility. 

 

H.B. 4568 (Cyrier) – Landfills in a Floodplain: would provide that: (1) a local floodplain 

manager who has information regarding a floodplain, flood-prone area, or flood-risk zone in the 

manager’s political subdivision that is more recent than the information in the national flood map 

used in the political subdivision may deliver to the Texas Water Development Board: (a) a local 

flood map that represents the more recent information; (b) information relevant to the creation of 

the local flood map; and (c) a sworn statement that the information represented in the local flood 

map is accurate to the best of the local floodplain manager’s knowledge; (2) on receipt of an 

updated local flood map, the board shall certify the map and make it available on the board’s 

Internet website; and (3) the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall consider a local 

flood map in determining whether to issue a permit for a municipal solid waste landfill or 

transfer station to be located in a floodplain. 

 

H.B. 4577 (Smithee) – Rural Broadband: would attempt to encourage the deployment of 

broadband in rural areas. 

 

H.B. 4600 (Wilson) – Aggregate Production Operations: would provide that, for certain 

aggregate production operations located within the corporate limits or extraterritorial jurisdiction 

of a city, if the property boundary upon which the permit is proposed is located within 880 yards 

from property that has entered into a development agreement with the city: (1) the applicant shall 

include a letter from the city verifying that construction and operation of the facility under the 

proposed permit is a land use authorized by the city’s zoning regulations or is compatible with 

the land use established by the development agreement, as applicable; (2) the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality shall not issue a permit for property that has not received the requisite 

verification described by (1); and (3) in the event the city does not provide a response to the 

permit application within 30 days from the date the verification letter was requested by the 

applicant, the verification shall be deemed to have been provided. 
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S.B. 2195 (Lucio) – Electric Billing: would provide, among many other things: (1) for various 

changes to current law relating to metering and billing requirements for certain apartment 

houses, manufactured homes, and recreational vehicles; (2) that a political subdivision may not 

authorize the construction or occupancy of a new apartment house, including the conversion of 

property to a condominium, unless the construction plan provides for the measurement of the 

quantity of electricity consumed by the occupants of each dwelling unit of the apartment house, 

either by separate metering by the utility company or by submetering by the owner; (3) that the 

owner of an apartment house or manufactured housing community may submeter each dwelling 

unit in the apartment house or manufactured housing community that is not separately metered to 

measure the quantity of electricity consumed by the occupants of the dwelling unit; and (4) that 

the Public Utility Commission shall adopt rules under which an owner, operator, or manager of 

an apartment house or manufactured housing community [mobile home park] for which 

electricity is not separately metered may install submetering equipment to allocate fairly the cost 

of the electrical consumption of each dwelling unit in the apartment house or manufactured 

housing community. 

 

S.B. 2272 (Nichols) – Water CCNs: would, among other things, provide that: (1) the holder of a 

certificate of convenience and necessity that is the subject of a petition for certain 

decertifications of an area may not borrow money under a federal loan program after the date the 

petition is filed until the Public Utility Commission issues a decision on the petition; (2) a 

landowner that submits a petition under the bill may pay or defease federal loans for a certificate 

holder that is a borrower under a federal loan program; and (3) the commission may issue an 

order to require the certificate holder to accept a loan payment or defeasance. 

 

S.B. 2278 (Buckingham) – Aggregate Production Operations: would: (1) provide for the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality to regulate aggregate productions that are first 

required to be registered on or after September 1, 2019, occupy at least 10 acres, and are located 

inside the boundaries or extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of a city; (2) provide that an initial 

application or the first renewal application for an aggregate production operation must contain a 

reclamation plan that, among other things, specifies which parts of the aggregate production 

operation will be reclaimed for forest, pasture, crop, horticultural, homesite, recreation, 

industrial, or other uses, including use by wildlife for food, shelter, or ground cover; and (3) 

require a city with an aggregation production in its ETJ as described in (1) to consider and 

possibly approve amendments to a reclamation plan under certain circumstances.  (Companion 

bill is H.B. 2710 by Murr.) 

 

S.B. 2322 (Creighton) – Municipal Water Rates: would provide that a municipality or a 

municipally owned utility may not establish a rate applicable only to entities that qualify for a 

sales tax or ad valorem tax exemption that is higher than a rate established for entities that 

receive comparable utility services.  (Companion bill is H.B. 4114 by C. Bell.) 

 

S.B. 2331 (Creighton) – Texas Water Development Board Loan Programs: would: (1) clean 

up the statutes for the programs that provide for financial assistance from the Texas Water 

Development Board to consistently require water conservation plans as part of the application 

process, with certain exceptions; and (2) require all entities applying for SWIFT assistance to 
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submit a water conservation plan, not just those with surface water rights. (Companion bill is 

H.B. 3339 by Dominguez.) 

 

S.B. 2387 (Powell) – TCEQ Proposed Rules: would, among other things: (1) remove the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) from certain regulatory analysis of rules 

requirements when proposing rules that exceed a standard set by federal law, exceed an express 

requirement of state law, exceed a requirement of a delegation agreement between the state and 

an agency or representative of the federal government, or adopt a rule solely under the general 

powers of the agency instead of under a specific law; (2) provide that when adopting a new rule 

related to certain oil and gas operations under the Texas Clean Air Act, TCEQ must conduct a 

regulatory analysis that: (a) identifies the problem the rule is intended to address; (b) determines 

whether a new rule is necessary to address the problem; and (c) considers the benefits and costs 

of the proposed rule in relationship to state agencies, local governments, the public, the regulated 

community, and the environment; (3) provide that when giving notice of an environmental rule, 

TCEQ shall incorporate into the fiscal note a draft impact analysis describing the anticipated 

effects of the proposed rule; and (4) provide that a person who submits a comment on a proposed 

environmental rule may challenge the validity of an environmental rule that is not proposed and 

adopted in strict compliance with the procedural requirements of the bill by filing an action for 

declaratory judgment not later than the 30
th

 day after the effective date of the rule. 

 

S.B. 2393 (Zaffirini) – Municipal Solid Waste Facilities: would provide that the Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) may not issue a permit for a new municipal 

solid waste landfill facility or an areal expansion of an existing municipal solid waste landfill 

facility unless: (1) TCEQ determines that permitted facilities conveniently located near the 

proposed new or expanded facility do not have a projected capacity to dispose of the volume of 

waste projected for the area for 30 years following the date of application for the permit; or (2) 

the governing body of the city or county in which the landfill facility is located first approves, by 

resolution or order, the issuance of the permit. 

 

S.B. 2437 (Miles) – Texas Water Development Board: would provide that: (1) the Texas 

Water Development Board (TWDB) shall establish a grant program to use the proceeds from the 

sale of bonds and the interest issued on those bonds to provide financial assistance to qualifying 

political subdivisions and the state for the financing of qualifying projects in the political 

subdivisions and the state; (2) the TWDB shall develop and implement an application process for 

a grant, including, at a minimum, a description of the qualifying project for which the applicant 

is requesting a grant, an estimate of the total cost of the project, and evidence that the applicant 

has staff, policies, and procedures in place adequate to complete the project; (3) the TWDB may 

issue general obligation bonds for the purposes provided in the bill; (4) the Texas Disaster 

Mitigation, Recovery, Response, and Infrastructure fund is established as a special fund in the 

state treasury outside the general revenue fund to be used by the TWDB, without further 

legislative appropriation, for the purposes of implementing the Texas Disaster Mitigation, 

Recovery, Response, and Infrastructure bonds as provided by the bill; (5) the TWDB shall 

establish a point system for prioritizing projects for which financial assistance is sought from the 

TWDB; (6) with certain exceptions, money in the fund may be used by the TWDB only to 

provide financing or refinancing, under terms specified by the TWDB, for projects included in 

the bill; and (7) financing or refinancing of projects may be provided by using money in the fund 



Page 46 of 46 

 

to make loans to eligible political subdivisions and the state or to purchases bonds or other 

obligations of eligible political subdivisions and the state bearing interest at a rate or rates 

determined by the TWDB, including a rate below prevailing market rates.  (Companion bill is 

H.B. 4279 by Coleman.)   
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN HARRIS COUNTY AND  
City of Humble, RELATING TO JOINT ELECTIONS TO BE HELD  

MAY 4, 2019 
 
 
THE STATE OF TEXAS  § 
     § 
COUNTY OF HARRIS  § 
 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between Harris County, a body 
corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas (hereinafter the “County”), and City of 
Humble, a body corporate and politic under the laws of the State of Texas (hereinafter referred to 
as the “Entity”).  
 

RECITALS: 
 

 The County will be conducting a joint election on May 4, 2019 for multiple entities.  The 
County will be using an electronic voting system, eSlate, (hereinafter “Voting System”) that has 
been duly approved by the Secretary of State pursuant to Texas Election Code §§122.031-
122.039, §122.061, §122.091, as amended, and duly approved by the United States Justice 
Department for use in Harris County pursuant to Voting Rights Act of 1965.  
 
 Part or all of the Entity lies within the boundaries of Harris County.  
 
 The Entity desires to join the May 4, 2019 Joint Elections (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Joint Elections”) being conducted by the County. 
 
 The County desires to provide certain election services to the Entity for its election to be 
held on May 4, 2019. 
 

TERMS: 
 

In consideration of the mutual covenants, agreements and benefits to the parties, IT IS 
AGREED as follows: 
 

I.  Entity’s Responsibilities 
 

The Entity agrees that it has furnished the County with a list of race titles and proposition 
titles and proposition language, if any, for the Joint Elections.  All information must be provided 
in all four languages.   
 
 The Entity agrees that it provided the County with a list of candidates’ names and ballot 
positions for the Joint Elections.    
 

Further, the Entity agrees that it has verified its current jurisdictional boundaries 
(including any and all separate districts) and the total number of Harris County precincts required 
by those jurisdictional boundaries by March 4, 2019.  If the Entity failed to provide the County 
with this information by this stated deadline, then the County is hereby authorized to adopt the 
current jurisdictional boundaries and total number of Harris County precincts for the non-
performing Entity that are provided to the County by the Harris County Voter Registrar’s Office, 
and the non-performing Entity hereby agrees to the County’s use of that information to fulfill the 
requirements of this paragraph. 
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The Entity shall agree to appoint positions as the Harris County Commissioners Court, 

Election Board and the Early Voting Clerk have appointed for positions such as all Election Day 
Presiding and Alternate Judges, Early Voting Judges and Clerks, Early Voting Ballot Board and 
Central Count Presiding and Alternate Judges, Central Count Manager and Tabulation 
Supervisor pursuant to the Texas Election Code.  The Entity agrees to accept the Early Voting 
and Election Day polling places accepted by the Harris County Commissioners Court and the 
hours designated by Harris County for Early Voting. 

 
 The Entity agrees to prepare, post and publish any and all notices required of the Entity 
by state law for the Joint Elections.  Unless otherwise expressly provided herein, the Entity 
agrees to do all things that may be required of it in connection with the Joint Elections.  The 
Entity is responsible for the preparation of election orders, resolutions, notices and other 
pertinent documents for adoption or execution by the appropriate officer of the Entity with 
regard to the Joint Elections.  The County shall not have any responsibility or duty in connection 
with such preparations by the Entity.  The Entity is responsible for making their own 
submissions, if any is required or desired, to the United States Justice Department pursuant to the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and the County shall have no responsibility or duty in 
connection with such submission relating to the Joint Elections. 
 
 Regarding Debt Obligation Elections, if an entity is holding a bond election, the Entity 
accepts the responsibility to ensure that the order of the election is posted at each polling location 
where its precincts will be voting on Election Day.  The Entity will provide packets and place 
them in the supply kits on April 30, 2019.  The Entity will provide forty-six (46) packets to be 
used for Early Voting to the County by April 5, 2019. 
 

II. County’s Responsibilities 
 
 The County agrees to follow the Texas Election Code in the conduct of the Joint 
Elections.  The County agrees to provide mail ballots to all voters who request a ballot in the 
Entity’s jurisdictions.  The County shall provide space on the ballot sufficient to encompass all 
candidate races and issues of the Entity.   
 
 The County will provide the Entity with all dates and times for Early Voting no later than 
the 21st day before Election Day.  The County agrees to provide polling locations for use during 
Early Voting.  The County will arrange for the delivery of the Voting System equipment and 
other equipment and supplies for use in Early Voting by personal appearance in the Joint 
Elections.  The County Clerk shall select election officers for the main Early Voting location, as 
well as any branch Early Voting location, pursuant to the Texas Election Code §85.009.   
 
 The County agrees to provide all equipment and supplies for use in Early Voting by mail 
in the Joint Elections.  The County is authorized to employ or use such personnel, as it deems 
necessary or desirable, to prepare and conduct Early Voting by mail.  
 
 Further, the County agrees to provide all the Election Day polling places, Voting System 
equipment, and other equipment as it deems necessary or desirable for the holding of the Joint 
Elections and cause same to be delivered to the polling places.  If approved by the Texas 
Secretary of State, the Joint Election shall be conducted utilizing county-wide polling places 
pursuant to Section 43.007(a)(5) of the Texas Election Code.  The County agrees to provide the 
Voting System to all polling places at least one (1) hour before the time set for opening the polls.  
The County shall determine the amount of voting equipment available for the Joint Elections and 
its decision shall be final. 
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 The County will employ or use such personnel as it deems necessary to program and 
operate the automatic tabulating equipment in accordance with Texas Election Code.  
 
 The Harris County Commissioners Court shall appoint the Presiding and Alternate 
Election Judges for each county election precinct and the Central Counting Station, the Early 
Voting Ballot Board, Central Count Manager and Tabulation Supervisor according the Texas 
Election Code.  Necessary additional appointments shall be made under the Texas Election 
Code. The County agrees to pay the Presiding Judges of the County and their clerks, pursuant to 
Texas Election Code §§32.091-32.093 and §271.013, as amended, for their services in 
connection with the Joint Elections at the expense of the Entity.  The County agrees to pay the 
Presiding Judge and clerks of the Early Voting Ballot Board to process Early Voting results 
pursuant to Texas Election Code §§87.001-87.025, §87.101, and §87.103, as amended at the 
expense of the Entity. 
 
 The County agrees to perform its obligations under this Agreement in accordance with all 
applicable federal and state laws, rules and regulations. 
 
 Regarding the posting of Debt Obligation Election Orders, Harris County, as a courtesy, 
will post a copy of all Debt Obligation Election Orders in four (4) languages in a notebook on the 
qualifying table of every Early Voting location for this election.  A notice, approved by the 
Secretary of State, will be posted on the wall stating that information regarding the Debt 
Obligation Election Orders is available.  Regarding Election Day, the Entity will provide the 
Debt Obligation Election Order in four (4) languages in an 8.5” by 11” white envelope with 
instructions for the judge to post the information on the qualifying table for each polling location 
in the Entity’s jurisdiction, Harris County will guide a representative of the Entity to place the 
envelope with the judge’s supplies on April 30, 2019.  Harris County will train judges on the 
importance of making this information available.  Harris County will use best efforts to collect 
the certificates of posting from all Early Voting and Election Day Judges.  However, it is still the 
responsibility of the Entity to ensure that the judge received the order and that the order was 
posted at each polling location within the jurisdiction.  
 

III.  Compensation 
 
 The fair and reasonable compensation for use of the County’s Voting System, equipment, 
supplies, and staff and for other services provided for administration of the election is detailed in 
the itemized list of estimated election expenses under Exhibit A, attached hereto and 
incorporated herein.  The Entity agrees to pay its pro rata share of costs to the County for the 
Voting System, equipment, furniture, telephones, election kits, Early Voting Ballot by Mail, 
printing, supplies, delivery and transportation services, personnel, polling places, technical 
support, training, administrative costs and any other costs incurred by the Entity under this 
Agreement for the Joint Elections held by the County and the Entity and to share the cost of the 
Joint Elections in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.  
 

The Entity’s pro rata shares will be computed by attributing the total number of registered 
voters in each of the Entity’s precincts that will be serviced by the County in the Joint Elections. 
The Voter Registry of the Entity, as of seventy (70) days before the Joint Elections, will be used 
to determine the total number of registered voters in each of the Entity’s precincts.  An estimate 
of the Entity’s total cost is attached and incorporated herein as Exhibit B.  The final 
determination of the Entity’s pro rata share of the costs incurred by the County for Joint 
Elections necessary for the purposes contemplated by this Agreement shall be made by the 
County and its decision shall be final.   
 

The fair and reasonable value of the general overall supervision and advisory services of 
the County in connection with decisions to be made and actions to be taken by officers of the 
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Entity is ten percent (10%) of the total amount of the Agreement for the Entity, in accordance 
with the applicable provisions of Chapters 31 and 271 of the Texas Election Code, as amended.   
The Entity agrees to pay the County this ten percent (10%) fee for advisory services for its Joint 
Elections.  It is understood that the fees paid for these advisory services shall be deposited in a 
separate fund in the County treasury, in accordance with Texas Election Code §31.100, as 
amended. 

  
The Entity agrees to deliver sixty percent (60%) of their respective total estimated cost 

for its share of the Joint Elections to the County within ten (10) days of the execution of this 
Agreement.  The County agrees to furnish a final accounting of the Joint Elections expenses 
actually incurred within ninety (90) days after the Joint Elections.  The Entity agrees to pay the 
County’s invoice for the balance of its Joint Elections expenses within thirty (30) days of receipt 
of the invoice.  Payments, in the name of Harris County, must be submitted to Diane Trautman, 
Harris County Clerk, Attn: Elections Division, P.O. Box 1148, Houston, TX 77251-1148.  
Copies of all related invoices, records or documentation used in calculating the total cost of the 
elections will be made available as soon as practicable by the County upon written request to the 
County at the address above.  Within ten (10) days of execution of this Agreement, the County 
will provide the Entity with a Personal Entity I.D. (“PEID”) number assigned by the County 
Auditor.  Each payment by the Entity to the County shall reference and include their respective 
PEID number. 
 
 Waiver of any penalty fees imposed upon the Entity under this Agreement is at the 
discretion of the County. 

 
IV.  Additional Entities 

 
It is understood that other political subdivisions may wish to participate in the Joint 

Elections and request the use of the above-mentioned election equipment, voting places and 
personnel, etc.  It is agreed that the County may contract with other political subdivisions for 
such purposes.  It is understood and agreed that the County will use the same formula for 
determining a pro rata share for each entity as described in this Agreement.     
 

V. Cancellation of Election 
 

In the event the Entity’s Joint Elections is enjoined or canceled, or if for any reason 
whatsoever the Entity shall decide not to proceed with its Joint Elections, the Entity agrees that it 
shall be responsible for its share of any costs and expenses incurred by the County up to the 
cancellation date. 
 

VI.  Presiding Judges and Clerks 
 
 Presiding Judges and clerks shall be selected pursuant to the Texas Election Code 
Chapter 32.  Regarding powers and duties, the Presiding Judge is in charge of and responsible for 
the management and conduct of the election at the polling place of the election precinct that the 
judge serves.  See Texas Election Code §32.071.   
 

VII. Notice 
 
 Any notices permitted or required to be given under this Agreement must be made by 
certified mail, return receipt requested or hand-delivered to the parties at the following addresses: 
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Harris County: 

Harris County Clerk 
1001 Preston, 4th Floor 
Houston, TX 77002 
Attention:  Maureen Fisbeck  

 
 Entity:   
 
  City of Humble 
  114 W. Higgins Street 
  Humble,  Texas  77338 
  Attention:  Jenny Page 
 
 

VIII. Termination 
 
 Each party may terminate this agreement upon thirty days (30) notice as provided in this 
agreement.  Should the Entity terminate this contract, the Entity shall be responsible for its pro 
rata share of expenses incurred up unto the time of termination or as described herein 
specifically.    

 
IX.   Miscellaneous 

 
 Third Party Beneficiaries.  The County is not obligated or liable to any party other than 
the Entity for the performance of this Agreement. Nothing in the Agreement is intended or shall 
be deemed or construed to create or increase any additional rights or remedies in any third party, 
or the duties or responsibilities of the County with respect to any third party. 
 

Successors and Assigns.  The County and Entity bind themselves and their successors, 
executors, administrators, and assigns to the other party of this Agreement and to the successors, 
executors, administrators and assigns of such other party, in respect to all covenants of this 
Agreement.  Nothing herein shall be construed as creating any personal liability on the part of 
any officer or agent of any public body, which may be a Party hereto. 

 
Applicable Law and Venue.  This Agreement is governed by the laws of the State of 

Texas.  The Agreement is subject to Texas state and federal laws, orders, rules, and regulations. 
Each Party shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, rules, and 
regulations concerning the performance of this Agreement. 

 
Entire Agreement. This instrument contains the entire agreement between the parties.  

Any oral or written representations or modifications concerning this instrument shall be of no 
force and effect excepting a subsequent modification in writing signed by both parties to this 
Agreement. 
 
 Severability.  If any provision of this Agreement is construed to be illegal or invalid, this 
will not affect the legality or validity of any of the other provisions hereof.  The illegal or invalid 
provisions will be deemed stricken and deleted here from to the same extent and effect as if 
never incorporated herein. 
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 Subtitles. The subtitles in this Agreement are provided for organizational purposes only 
and do not provide substantive meaning to the Agreement.  
 
 Multiple Counterparts. This Agreement will be executed in several counterparts, each of 
which shall be an original and all of which shall constitute but one instrument.  
 
 
 
 
EXECUTED on this the ______ day of ________________, 2019. 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 
HARRIS COUNTY 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
DIANE TRAUTMAN 
County Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
VINCE RYAN 
County Attorney 
 
 
 
By _________________________________ 
    DOUGLAS P. RAY 
    Assistant County Attorney 

 





Exhibit A ESTIMATED May 4, 2019 Joint Election

Page 1

Item Qty. Cost Total Qty. Cost Total

Early Voting/AbsenteePersonnel                   $240,000.00 $0.00

EV Delivery $11,400.00 $0.00

Ballot Board $3,200.00 $0.00

Early Voting Polling Places $5,700.00 $0.00

Sheriff/Constables (security) $2,500.00 $0.00

$262,800.00 $0.00

Equipment - 25 EV locations  
JBC 50 $129.75 $6,487.50 0 $129.75 $0.00

DAU 50 $156.24 $7,812.00 0 $156.24 $0.00

eSlate 150 $132.49 $19,873.50 0 $132.49 $0.00

Caddy 25 $29.25 $731.25 0 $29.25 $0.00

$34,904.25 $0.00

EV TOTAL  $297,704.25 $0.00

Training Booklets   $500.00   $0.00

 

113  $110,000.00 $0.00

Interpreters' Training $2,000.00 $0.00

Training Sites $2,500.00 $0.00

Training Video $4,000.00

Technical Support 113  $150,000.00 $0.00

Trainers $7,000.00 $0.00

Polling Places  $10,000.00 $0.00

Election Day Print & Supplies 113 $250.00 $28,250.00 $0.00

$314,250.00 $0.00

Equipment - 113 ED location(s)

JBC 226 $129.75 $29,323.50 0 $129.75 $0.00

DAU 226 $156.24 $35,310.24 0 $156.24 $0.00

eSlate 678 $132.49 $89,828.22 0 $132.49 $0.00

Caddy 113 $29.25 $3,305.25 0 $29.25 $0.00

$157,767.21 $0.00

Sheriff/Constables (security) $7,500.00 $0.00

Drop off (security) $500.00 $0.00

Coding fee 1 $1,800.00 $1,800.00 0 $1,800.00 $0.00

Tally Equipment 1 $220.00 $220.00 0 $220.00 $0.00

Delivery

Election Day 113 $125.00 $14,125.00 0 $127.50 $0.00

ETC Pickup and Deliveries 0  $0.00   $0.00

$24,145.00 $0.00

Base Contract Total $1,056,666.46 $0.00

10% Fee [TEC Sect. 31.100 (d) $105,666.65

Total $1,162,333.11

Deposit (60%) $697,399.86

Amount Due $464,933.24

Absentee/Early Print & Supply $0.00

     (vary per entity) $0.00

ELECTION NIGHT

SERVICES

Estimated Costs Actual Costs

EARLY VOTING

ELECTION DAY - 113 ED(s)

Judge/Clerk Payroll, eSlate Training, 

Judge Supply Pickup,                            

Law School

Judge/Clerk Payroll, eSlate 

Training, Judge Supply Pickup, 

Law School 



Exhibit B ESTIMATED May 4, 2019 MAY JOINT ELECTIONS

% Share Base Cost Admin 10% Total Deposit
100.00% $1,056,666.46 $105,666.65 $1,162,333.11 $697,399.86

CYPRESS-FAIRBANKS ISD 45.72% $483,107.91 $48,310.79 $531,418.70 $273,324.76 paid

HUMBLE ISD 16.73% $176,780.30 $17,678.03 $194,458.33 $116,675.00
PASADENA ISD 11.29% $119,297.64 $11,929.76 $131,227.41 $78,736.44
GOOSE CREEK CISD 6.83% $72,170.32 $7,217.03 $79,387.35 $47,632.41
CITY OF PASADENA 5.98% $63,188.65 $6,318.87 $69,507.52 $41,704.51
CHANNELVIEW ISD 2.22% $23,458.00 $2,345.80 $25,803.79 $15,482.28
HC ESD No 60 2.22% $23,458.00 $2,345.80 $25,803.79 $15,482.28
CITY OF WEST UNIVERSITY 1.60% $16,906.66 $1,690.67 $18,597.33 $9,573.55 paid

BRIDGESTONE MUD 1.59% $16,801.00 $1,680.10 $18,481.10 $11,088.66
HC MUD NO 55 1.27% $13,419.66 $1,341.97 $14,761.63 $8,856.98
HC WCID NO 109 0.70% $7,396.67 $739.67 $8,136.33 $4,881.80
FAULKEY GULLEY UD 0.58% $6,128.67 $612.87 $6,741.53 $4,044.92
CITY OF HUMBLE 0.55% $5,811.67 $581.17 $6,392.83 $3,835.70
HC MUD NO 5 0.49% $5,177.67 $517.77 $5,695.43 $2,940.45 paid

CITY OF SOUTH HOUSTON 0.47% $4,966.33 $496.63 $5,462.97 $3,277.78
TRAIL OF THE LAKES MUD 0.36% $3,804.00 $380.40 $4,184.40 $2,188.24 paid

CYPRESS KLEIN UD 0.30% $3,170.00 $317.00 $3,487.00 $2,041.39 paid

ENCANTO REAL UD 0.26% $2,747.33 $274.73 $3,022.07 $1,813.24
CROSBY MUD 0.21% $2,219.00 $221.90 $2,440.90 $1,464.54
HC MUD 44 0.21% $2,219.00 $221.90 $2,440.90 $1,407.85 paid

HC FWSD NO 58 0.18% $1,902.00 $190.20 $2,092.20 $1,255.32
GREENWOOD UD 0.17% $1,796.33 $179.63 $1,975.97 $683.82 paid

HC FWSD No 1A 0.09% $900.00 $90.00 $990.00 $594.00
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Veritas AEC 825 Town and Country Ln., Suite 1125, Houston, TX 77024 281.293.7511 

 
March 21, 2018 
 
City of Humble 
114 W. Higgins 
Humble, TX 77338 
 
RE: City of Humble Museum 
 
Dear Mr. Jason Stuebe, 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this proposal to you based on my understanding of 
your requirements. 
 
PROJECT 
 
Provide architectural and MEP engineering services for the renovation of a 3,200 sf building for 
the Humble Museum.  
 
SCOPE OF BASIC SERVICES  
 
Architectural Design          

• Code Review 
• As Built Drawings 
• Parking Calculations 
• Signed and Sealed Construction Drawings for Permit 
• Building Plan 
• Interior Elevations 
• Sections 
• Wall Sections 
• Window and Door Schedules 
• Window and Door Details 
• Finish Schedules 
• Provide backgrounds to the engineers 
• Review, coordinate, and assemble all drawings from the engineers  
• ADA Registration and Review 
• Permitting 
• Address comments during permitting 
• Answer questions during construction 

MEP Engineering Services         
• Necessary mechanical, plumbing and electrical load calculations and system design 
• Necessary electrical distribution 
• Display lighting layout with owner 
• Schedules of mechanical, plumbing and electrical equipment 
• Locate and size electrical and gas connections for equipment 

Structural Engineering Services         
• Miscellaneous structural details for openings and equipment bracing 

 
 

 



Veritas AEC 825 Town and Country Ln., Suite 1125, Houston, TX 77024 281.293.7511 

COMPENSATION 
 
Architectural & MEP:       $12,500 
Structural:        $3,500 
TAS Registration and Review:        $800 
Permitting Phase:       $1,200 
Construction Administration:       $4,000 
 
Total Compensation for all services above is : $22,000 
 
If the structural scope is determined to be more involved, we will provide an additional services 
proposal based on the scope of work.  
 
Payment for basic services shall be made when our work is delivered as scheduled below.   
 
As-Built Documentation:             $1,500 
Plan Sign off:               $4,000 
Construction Documents (CD) Completed:          $10,500 
ADA/TAS submittal Review:     $800 
Permit Issued by Municipality:             $1,200 
Construction Administration:             $4,000 
 
Services not specifically listed as basic services are not covered and will be considered 
additional services. Those services include, but are not limited to, the list below.  
 
SERVICES NOT PROVIDED UNDER THIS PROPOSAL 
 

• Feasibility Study  
• Engineering Services not listed in Basic Services 
• Kitchen Equipment Selection 
• Geotechnical Engineering 
• Pre-engineered Metal Building 
• Landscaping and irrigation. 
• Asbestos testing and any other required testing.   
• Utility Extension Plans & Profiles 
• Permit fees and other fees required to obtain a permit.  
• Private Sanitary Sewer Septic and Water Well Design  
• Dry Utility design/coordination 
• Storm Water Quality Design 
• Lift Station Design 
• Traffic impact analysis 
• Drainage study 
• Fire Protection Design 
• Fire Lane Layout 
• Left Turn Lane Design 
• Elevation Certificates 
• Preparation of project specifications 
• Environmental and Endangered Species Study 
• Retaining Wall Design 
• Paving Joint Layout 
• Construction staking & inspections 
• Agency review fees 
• Reimbursable expenses 



Veritas AEC 825 Town and Country Ln., Suite 1125, Houston, TX 77024 281.293.7511 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES and COMPENSATION 
  
Services other than the Basic Services shall be performed on hourly compensation as needed 
or authorized. At the following hourly billing rates: 
 
Principal in Charge $150/hr. 
Project Manager $120/hr. 
Architectural     $100/hr.  
Intern    $75/hr.  
Secretarial   $38/hr.   
 
REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
 
Mileage, plotting and printing, all permit fees, Texas Accessibility Standards fees, delivery, etc  
are in addition to Basic and Additional Services compensation and shall be billed at our cost 
times 1.10. 
 
AGREEMENT 
 
We will mail, fax or e-mailing you our Agreement.  If this contract meets your approval, please 
indicate your acceptance by signing at the location indicated below and returning to us. 
 
All fee disputes from this agreement or allegations brought under the Texas Deceptive Trade 
Act, shall be subject to final and binding arbitration under the rules of the American Arbitration 
Association (AAA).  The selection of the arbitrator of such dispute will be made from a panel of 
five possible arbitrators approved by AAA with each party having two strikes.  Both parties 
agree to waive their rights to a jury trial.  If this letter differs from your understanding of our 
relationship on this project, please let us know immediately.  Otherwise, we will construe this 
letter as our Contract. 
 
This proposal is based upon and subject to the latest edition of The American Institute of 
Architects’ Standard Form of Agreement Between Owner and Architect, AIA B141.   
 
Again thank you for considering VERITAS AEC.  Please let me know any questions or concerns 
you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Robert Charles, AIA, LEED AP 
Principal 
 
 
ACCEPTED BY________________________________   Date 
 
 
 
Print Name_______________________Title_________________ 
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