
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMBLE CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING PACKET 

MARCH 9, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

City Manager Mayor  

Darrell Boeske Merle Aaron 

Assistant City Managers Council Members  

Aimee Phillips Allan Steagall 

Jason Stuebe Ray Calfee 

 Andy Curry 

 Norman Funderburk 

 David Pierce  

     

Agenda 

Humble City Council 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, March 9, 2017 6:30 P.M.  

City Hall Council Chamber, 114 West Higgins 

Humble, Texas 

 

Call to order. 

 

1. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Consent agenda items which consist of ministerial or “housekeeping” items as required 

by law.  Items may be removed from the consent agenda and discussed by majority vote 

of the Council. 

 

a. Minutes – Regular Meeting Minutes February 9, 2017 

b. Monthly Financial Statement 

c. Current Invoices 

d. Quarterly Investment Report 

e. Monthly Department Reports 

f. Correspondence 

 

3. Adoption of Ordinance 17-797 amending Chapter 16, “Environment”, by creating Article 

IX “Minimum Property Standards”; providing for a penalty up to $500 per day for each 

violation; making certain findings; and providing for severability. 

 

4. Adoption of Resolution 17-777 appointing Election Officials for the May 6, 2017 

Humble ISD and City of Humble General Election. 

 

Aprobación de la resolución 17-777 por la que se nombra a los funcionarios electorales 

para el 6 de mayo de 2017 Humble ISD y City of Humble Eleccion General.  

 

5. Approval of a Financing Agreement between the City of Humble, Texas and Community 

First National Bank for the purchase of 33 Scott SCBAs, 33 spare cylinders, and 

associated equipment 

 

6. Approval of Final Plat of Air 59 Commerce Center Replat and Extension, being a 

subdivision of 68.754 acres of land in the W.B. Adams Survey, Abstract No. 95, in the 



City of Humble, Harris County, Texas being a replat of all of Air 59 Commerce Center, a 

subdivision recorded in Harris County Film Code No. 677105, Map Records of Harris 

County, Texas, together with a portion of said Abstract No. 95; 1 block, 7 unrestricted 

reserves.   

 

7. Approval of 7 Days Taxi Service request for permit renewal to operate in the City of 

Humble.  

 

8. Executive Session will be held in the Council Conference Room 

 

Consultation with Attorney {Gov’t Code Section 551.071}; possible action. The City 

Council may seek advice from its attorney regarding a pending or contemplated litigation 

subject or settlement offer or attorney-client privileged information.  After executive 

session discussion, any final action or vote taken will be in public.  The following 

subject(s) may be discussed: 

 

Legal Advice 

 

a. Legal issues related to Intercontinental MUD of Harris County.   

 

Notice is hereby given that a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas 

will be held on Thursday, March 9, 2017 at 6:30 P.M. at the City Hall Council Chamber, 114 

West Higgins, Humble, Texas.  The following subjects will be discussed, to wit: See Agenda. 

 

Posted this 6
th

 day of March, 2017 at 5:00 P.M. 

 

 

      

City Secretary 

 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above Notice of Meeting of the Governing Body of 

the City of Humble, Texas, is a true and correct copy of said Notice and that I posted a true and 

correct copy of said notice on the bulletin board at City Hall, 114 West Higgins, Humble, Texas 

and the City’s website, www.cityofhumble.com.  The Agenda and Notice are readily accessible 

to the general public at all times.  Said Notice and Agenda were posted on March 6, 2017 at 5:00 

P.M. and remained so posted continuously for at least 72 hours proceeding the scheduled time of 

said meeting. 

 

This public notice was removed from the official posting board at the Humble City Hall on the 

following date and time:       by                   

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this the  , day of    , 2017. 

 

      

Notary Public – Harris County, Texas  

 

http://www.cityofhumble.com/


 

 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

3-9-2017 

 

AGENDA ITEM #3A 

 

FEBRUARY 9, 2017 MINUTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes 02-09-2017 

HUMBLE CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

FEBRUARY 9, 2017 – 6:30 P.M. 
 

HELD AT CITY HALL, 114 WEST HIGGINS, HUMBLE, TEXAS 
 

STATE OF TEXAS § 
   § 
COUNTY OF HARRIS § 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Merle Aaron, Presiding 
    Mayor Pro Tem Norman Funderburk  
    Council Member Ray Calfee 
    Council Member Andy Curry 
    Council Member Allan Steagall 
    Council Member David Pierce 
    City Manager Darrell Boeske  
    City Secretary Jason Stuebe 
     
STAFF PRESENT:  Assistant City Manager Aimee Phillips 
    Human Resource Manager Kathy Babineaux 
    Fire Chief Gary Outlaw 
    Captain Ken Theis 
    Sgt. Kris Battenfield 
    Kathy Davidson 
     
            
VISITORS PRESENT:  Linda Aaron     
    Juanita Steagall     
    Bruce Davidson 
    John Crone 
    Charlie Dromgoole 
    Brenda Smith 
     
      
Mayor Aaron called the regular meeting of the Humble City Council to order with a quorum present at 
6:30 P.M.   
 
1. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 
2. CONSENT AGENDA 

A. MINUTES – REGULAR MEETING MINUTES JANUARY 26, 2017 
B. CURRENT INVOICES 
C. MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
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D. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) 
opposed to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 

3. ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 17-796 AUTHORIZING A GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MAY 6, 
2017, FOR THE PURPOSES OF ELECTING A MAYOR, A CITY COUNCIL MEMBER PLACE 1, AND A CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBER PLACE 2, BY THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, TEXAS; 
ESTABLISHING EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS AND POLLING PLACES FOR THIS ELECTION; AND 
MAKING PROVISIONS FOR CONDUCTING THE ELECTION.  

 
City Manager Boeske noted a minor change to the Ordinance that differed from what was presented 
to the Council in the Agenda Packet; additional early voting will occur on Saturday April 29, and 
Sunday April 30.   
 
Upon a motion by Council Member Curry, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) opposed to 
adopt Ordinance 17-796 ordering the 2017 General Election.  
 

4. ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION 17-776 AUTHORIZING THE CITY SECRETARY TO NEGOTIATE AND 
EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE HUMBLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR A JOINT 
ELECTION ON MAY 6, 2017; AND ALSO AUTHORIZE THE CITY SECRETARY TO NEGOTIATE AND 
EXECUTE AN ELECTION SERVICES CONTRACT BETWEEN THE CITY OF HUMBLE, HUMBLE 
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT, AND THE ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR OF HARRIS COUNTY TO 
CONDUCT SAID ELECTION. 

 
Council Member Pierce asked where the polling locations would be.  City Secretary Stuebe stated 
that City Hall, the HISD Administration Building and the Harris County Clerk’s Office in Downtown 
Houston would serve as early voting locations and that City Hall would serve as the polling place on 
Election Day.  Mr. Stuebe also noted that unlike 2015, it has been agreed upon by the HISD and 
County that all County Voting Precincts that are located within the City would vote at City Hall.   
 
Upon a motion by Council Member Steagall, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) opposed 
to adopt Resolution 17-776 authorizing the execution of a Joint Election Agreement and Election 
Services Contract.  
 

5. APPROVAL OF A 10-YEAR LEASE RENEWAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF HUMBLE AND THE 
HUMBLE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE USE OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE CIVIC CENTER 
AND ARENA.   
 
City Manager Boeske stated that the long-term contract required the City to provide at least a 20 
percent discount off of the non-profit rental rates.  The School District asked for an additional five 
percent discount, however in return, the District will only be guaranteed five dates each year, 
forfeiting ten days at the Civic Center and 20 days at the Civic Arena.  Mr. Boeske stated this was a 
great deal for the City and the School District and asked for approval.   
 
Mayor Aaron stated that this was an option to extend by an additional ten years, which was 
included in the original contract.  
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Upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) 
opposed to approve the new 10-Year Lease Renewal Agreement between the City and Humble 
Independent School District.   
 

6. APPROVAL OF PAYMENT TO THE LAKE HOUSTON AREA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 
IN THE AMOUNT OF $12,000.00 TO CONTINUE AS A PACESETTER PLUS INVESTOR FOR 2017.  

 
City Manager Boeske stated that the City funded the EDP in 2017 and asked that the City continue 
its support of the Chamber’s economic development efforts. 
 
Mayor Aaron invited Charlie Dromgoole, representing the Chamber of Commerce to say a few 
words.  Mr. Dromgoole stated that he appreciated the support of the Council and of Mr. Boeske and 
Mr. Stuebe for all that they do for the economic development of the area and in particular Humble. 
 
Upon a motion by Mayor Pro Tem Funderburk, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) 
opposed to approve continuing as a Pacesetter Plus Investor for the Lake Houston Area Economic 
Development Partnership in the amount of $12,000.00. 
 

7. APPROVAL OF A PRELIMINARY PLAT AND DEVELOPMENT PLAT OF THE AIR 59 COMMERCE CENTER 
REPLAT AND EXTENSION, BEING A SUBDIVISION OF 68.754 ACRES OF LAND IN THE W.B. ADAMS 
SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 95 IN THE CITY OF HUMBLE, HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS; BEING A REPLAT OF 
ALL OF AIR 59 COMMERCE CENTER, A SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN HARRIS COUNTY FILM CODE NO. 
677105, MAP RECORDS OF HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS, TOGETHER WITH A PORTION OF SAID 
ABSTRACT NO. 95; 1 BLOCK, 7 UNRESTRICTED RESERVES.  

 
Mayor Aaron asked for clarification on the location of the project.  City Manager Boeske stated that 
the proposed development will run parallel to the northbound U.S. 59 service road just north of Will 
Clayton at the rear portion of the property, which backs up to the railroad track and will be general 
located between the Mr. Express location and Rooms To Go.   
 
Council Member Pierce asked if there was a concrete plant located on the site at one point in time.  
Mr. Boeske stated that the plant was located on the other side of the railroad track.    
 
Upon a motion by Council Member Steagall, the City Council voted six (6) for and none (0) opposed 
to approve both the Preliminary Plat and Development Plat of the Air 59 Commerce Center Replat 
and Extension. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Aaron adjourned the regular meeting of the City Council at 
6:40 P.M. on Thursday, February 9, 2017. 
    
             

       Merle Aaron 
       Mayor 
 ATTEST: 
 
       
 Jason Stuebe 
 City Secretary 
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City of Humble
Balance on Deposit, All Funds
For the Month of February 2017

General Fund:
Fiscal YTD 
Earnings

Balance as of 
2/28/2017

Cash 747.45$            16,777,380.29$       
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 25,260.75         4,744,831.14           
Cash - METRO 202.92              7,820,784.70           
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs - METRO 21,870.95         862,405.26              

Total 48,082.07         30,205,401.39         

Water & Sewer Operating Fund:
Cash -                    13,344,875.69         
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 11,307.28         301,644.52              

Total 11,307.28         13,646,520.21         

Photo Traffic Safety Fund:
Cash 118.87              3,259,690.20           
Brokerage CDs -                    -                           

Total 118.87              3,259,690.20           

Hotel Tax Fund:
Cash -                    875,332.74              

Total -                    875,332.74              

Capital Projects Fund:
TexStar- Water Well Construction 8.31                  4,177.14                  

Total 8.31                  4,177.14                  

Sewer Plant Construction Fund:
Cash -                    453,769.18              

Total -                    453,769.18              

Total All Funds:
Cash 1,069.24           42,531,832.80         
TexStar 8.31                  4,177.14                  
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 58,438.98         5,908,880.92           
Total 59,516.53$      48,444,890.86$       
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ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CHECKS

Water & Sewer Special Red Light Beautification Special 

Date General Fund Operating Fund Revenue Camera Projects TOTAL

1/27/2017 65,500.00 65,500.00$           
2/2/2017 280.00 60,440.59             630.56             489.60                 4,923.23             33,817.61               100,581.59$             
2/8/2017 1,590.00 1,590.00$                 

2/10/2017 110,043.70 99,524.80             1,962.76          2,283.33             424,813.79             638,628.38$             
2/13/2017 350.00 350.00$                    
2/15/2017 207.22 207.22$                    
2/15/2017 379.56 379.56$                    

178,350.48$           159,965.39$        2,593.32$       2,772.93$           4,923.23$           458,631.40$          807,236.75$             

DECEMBER PURCHASE CARDS

107,625.55$        31,542.58$       122.42$        4,719.38$        1,455.80$        145,465.73$         





















Alexander, Joe 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 169.99

Allen, Vince 12/21/2016 12/23/2016 Warrens Buildings & MoPorter, TX 272.5

Allen, Vince 12/20/2016 12/22/2016 Warrens Buildings & MoPorter, TX 360

Allen, Vince 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 Warrens Rock N MulchPorter, TX 155.69

788.19

Babineaux, Kathy 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Shrm Member6006015081800444500, VA 190

Bailey, Richard 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Moore Supply CompanyHumble, TX 18.66

Bailey, Richard 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 2.89

21.55

Battenfield, Kris 12/21/2016 12/21/2016 Shsu Web Pay 936-294-1080, TX 195

Baucom, Billy 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.97

Baucom, Billy 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 New Caney Tool Rental02813993001, TX 225

Baucom, Billy 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Lansdowne-Moody Splend07136728366, TX 52.61

Baucom, Billy 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Ferguson Ent #2725 281-446-3869, TX 40.41

Baucom, Billy 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Lowes #00750 Kingwood, TX 59.88

391.87

Bills, Randy 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Lowes #00750 Kingwood, TX 78

Blanchard, Jackie 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 Things Remembered 0452Humble, TX 53.03

Blanchard, Jackie 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Michaels Stores 5813Humble, TX 386.29

Blanchard, Jackie 12/9/2016 12/9/2016 Tst  Zorbas Med Grill San Antonio, TX 16.05

Blanchard, Jackie 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Holiday Inn Express SaSan Antonio, TX 443

Blanchard, Jackie 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Buc-Ee'S #17 Luling, TX 9.67

Blanchard, Jackie 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Buc-Ee'S #17 Luling, TX 21.04

Blanchard, Jackie 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 Chick-Fil-A #01777 San Antonio, TX 11.37

Blanchard, Jackie 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 Starbucks Store 06217San Antonio, TX 8.34

Blanchard, Jackie 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Cracker Barrel #684 San Antonio, TX 15.4

Blanchard, Jackie 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Little Italy San Antonio, TX 24.68

Blanchard, Jackie 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 Blanco Bbq & MarketSan Antonio, TX 17.08

Blanchard, Jackie 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 Chick-Fil-A #01777 San Antonio, TX 9

Blanchard, Jackie 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 China Inn RestaurantSan Antonio, TX 8.17

Blanchard, Jackie 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 In  Veridicus Inc. 210-8437628, TX 475

Blanchard, Jackie 12/4/2016 12/6/2016 Logans  #524 San Antonio, TX 19.4

Blanchard, Jackie 12/4/2016 12/5/2016 Buc-Ee'S #17 Luling, TX 15.2

1532.72

Boeske, W 12/21/2016 12/21/2016 Texas Municipal League512-231-7400, TX 505.27

Boeske, W 12/18/2016 12/19/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 32.99

Boeske, W 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Randall Reeds Planet FHumble, TX 2.28

540.54

Burt, Jack 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 Cavenders Boot #26 Humble, TX 269.98

Burt, Jack 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Stalker Radar 09723983750, TX 2422.92

2692.9

Campbell, Jason 12/20/2016 12/20/2016 Dx Service 281-457-4825, TX 1100.74

Campbell, Jason 12/7/2016 12/9/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 204.14

Campbell, Jason 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 Suncoast Learning Syst706-219-0077, GA 235

1539.88

Cantu, Stephen 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ferrara Fire ApparatusHolden, LA 212.43

Cantu, Stephen 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ferrara Fire ApparatusHolden, LA 1417.94

Cantu, Stephen 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ferrara Fire ApparatusHolden, LA 464.64

Cantu, Stephen 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ferrara Fire ApparatusHolden, LA 110.28

2205.29

Chambers, Vera 12/23/2016 12/23/2016 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 10.65

Chambers, Vera 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Publicdata.Com 08777626266, TX 85



Chambers, Vera 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Cvs/Pharmacy #06761Humble, TX 9.99

105.64

Coombs, Clint 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 191.55

Coombs, Clint 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Academy Sports #21 Humble, TX 119.97

Coombs, Clint 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Tractor-Supply-Co #040Porter, TX 42.96

Coombs, Clint 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Harbor Freight Tools 4Humble, TX 35.99

390.47

Cuellar, Angel 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 11.58

Cuellar, Angel 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 M D N Enterprises New Caney, TX 1070.63

Cuellar, Angel 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 M D N Enterprises New Caney, TX 285.71

Cuellar, Angel 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 117.34

1485.26

Culp, Joseph 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 B&H Photo, 800-606-69800-2215743, NY 1773.07

Culp, Joseph 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Astro Lock & Safe LlcHumble, TX 6

1779.07

Dawes, Delbert 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 37.49

Domilos, Willis 12/10/2016 12/12/2016 Springhill Stes San AnSan Antonio, TX 636.3

Domilos, Willis 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Corner Store 1416 Houston, TX 15

Domilos, Willis 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Buc-Ee'S #17 Luling, TX 28.68

Domilos, Willis 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Subway        00036624San Antonio, TX 6.71

Domilos, Willis 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Tst  Schilo'S Deli San Antonio, TX 35.5

Domilos, Willis 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 7-Eleven 36631 San Antonio, TX 6.48

Domilos, Willis 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Wholefds Qry 10075 San Antonio, TX 60

Domilos, Willis 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Tst  Schilo'S Deli San Antonio, TX 18.53

Domilos, Willis 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Exxonmobil    47948062San Antonio, TX 23.63

Domilos, Willis 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Little Italy San Antonio, TX 25.48

Domilos, Willis 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 7-Eleven 36631 San Antonio, TX 4.09

Domilos, Willis 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 Michelinos Ole LonestaSan Antonio, TX 41.15

Domilos, Willis 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 China Inn RestaurantSan Antonio, TX 7.2

Domilos, Willis 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 In  Veridicus Inc. 210-8437628, TX 475

1383.75

Elliott, Sandra 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Ds Services Standard CAtlanta, GA 84.28

Emerson, Kevin 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 322

Emerson, Kevin 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 162.87

Emerson, Kevin 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 166.49

Emerson, Kevin 11/8/2016 12/7/2016 Fraud-Metropcs Web -75

576.36

Falcon, Danny 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 28.99

Falcon, Danny 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Wal-Mart #1837 Humble, TX 13.97

42.96

Ferguson, Cliffton 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 130.49

Fillmore, Steve 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 8.41

Fillmore, Steve 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Ces #329 Humble, TX 99.05

Fillmore, Steve 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Astro Lock & Safe LlcHumble, TX 370

Fillmore, Steve 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #6523Porter, TX 249.85

Fillmore, Steve 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ces #329 Humble, TX 86.15

Fillmore, Steve 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 59.47

872.93

Fleming, William 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 75.99

Fleming, William 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT -215

Fleming, William 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 215

Fleming, William 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Full Source Llc 8009750986, FL 65.97

Fleming, William 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 522.1



Fleming, William 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Fedex 785105707279Memphis, TN 22.25

Fleming, William 12/21/2016 12/22/2016 Sq  Key Maps/SeawalHouston, TX 120

Fleming, William 12/21/2016 12/21/2016 Amazon Mktplace PmtsAmzn.Com/Bill, WA 46.74

Fleming, William 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 131.12

Fleming, William 12/20/2016 12/22/2016 Sears Roebuck   1417Humble, TX 193.99

Fleming, William 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 In  Metro Fire Apparat713-6920911, TX 400

Fleming, William 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 In  Fire Department Co352-2881043, FL 31

Fleming, William 12/19/2016 12/22/2016 Agape Overhead Doors AHumble, TX 289

Fleming, William 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 215

Fleming, William 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 305

Fleming, William 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 215

Fleming, William 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Masimo Americas, Inc09492977000, CA 249

Fleming, William 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 Dooley Tackaberry Deer Park, TX 276.3

Fleming, William 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 Daco Fire Equipment InLubbock, TX 323.21

Fleming, William 12/15/2016 12/15/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY -66.75

Fleming, William 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 35

Fleming, William 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 1085

Fleming, William 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.98

Fleming, William 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Dooley Tackaberry Deer Park, TX 174.9

Fleming, William 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 29.99

Fleming, William 12/2/2016 12/2/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 538.39

Fleming, William 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Mes/Lawmen 02033640620, CT 481.86

Fleming, William 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 Dooley Tackaberry Deer Park, TX 438.4

Fleming, William 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 130.49

Fleming, William 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Michaels Stores 5813Humble, TX 23.94

Fleming, William 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 65

6431.87

Folsom, Cindy 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Events Plus Conroe, TX 306

Folsom, Cindy 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Events Plus Conroe, TX 615

921

Forbes, Steve 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Harbor Freight Tools 4Humble, TX 23.97

Forbes, Steve 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 855.72

Forbes, Steve 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 7

Forbes, Steve 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 144.99

Forbes, Steve 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 5.11 Tactical HoustonHouston, TX 734.89

1766.57

Franks, Joe 12/19/2016 12/21/2016 Grace Industries Inc Fredonia, PA 2395.98

Franks, Joe 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 19.99

Franks, Joe 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 Grace Industries Inc Fredonia, PA 425.58

2841.55

Ganyo, Mark 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 1046.81

Ganyo, Mark 12/2/2016 12/9/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 548.64

1595.45

Gill, Patricia 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 71.61

Gill, Patricia 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 Always In Season Houston, TX 162.36

Gill, Patricia 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 1256.27

1490.24

Gonzalez, Victor 12/9/2016 12/9/2016 Shsu Web Pay 936-294-1080, TX 235

Green, Christine 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Nes Rentals 99 Humble, TX 431.1

Green, Christine 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 In  Northwest Communic281-8904724, TX 126

Green, Christine 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 275

Green, Christine 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Helens Humble Flower281-446-3035, TX 445

Green, Christine 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Wm Supercenter #744Humble, TX 419.18

Green, Christine 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Michaels Stores 5813Humble, TX 66.86

Green, Christine 12/10/2016 12/12/2016 Target        00023895Atascocita, TX 304.45

Green, Christine 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Wm Supercenter #744Humble, TX 564.4

Green, Christine 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Dollar Tree Humble, TX 24



2655.99

Grimes, Charlie 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 750

Grimes, Charlie 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 300

Grimes, Charlie 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 101.67

Grimes, Charlie 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 5.94

Grimes, Charlie 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 14.98

Grimes, Charlie 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Humble Manufacturing CHumble, TX 10

Grimes, Charlie 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 52

1234.59

Guevara, Mari 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Party City 0175 Humble, TX 194.61

Guevara, Mari 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Minuteman Press Humble, TX 367.89

Guevara, Mari 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Wal-Mart #1837 Humble, TX 65.88

Guevara, Mari 12/18/2016 12/19/2016 Dollar Tree Humble, TX 24

Guevara, Mari 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 102.46

Guevara, Mari 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX -25.99

Guevara, Mari 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 20.87

Guevara, Mari 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Intuit  Qb Online 800-286-6800, CA 10

Guevara, Mari 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 Party City Houston, TX 46.93

Guevara, Mari 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 Party City Humble, TX 275.57

1082.22

Gunn, Kevin 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 M D N Enterprises New Caney, TX 395.3

Gunn, Kevin 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Ferguson Ent #2725 281-446-3869, TX 22.55

417.85

Hosler, Thomas 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 In  American Patriot I 281-7580502, TX 734.99

Hosler, Thomas 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 6.79

Hosler, Thomas 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 In  American Patriot I 281-7580502, TX 172.5

Hosler, Thomas 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Sq  Sq  Aluminum OutfiKingwood, TX 10750

Hosler, Thomas 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Ram Products Ltd Richland Hill, TX -52.55

Hosler, Thomas 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Ram Products Ltd Richland Hill, TX 33.08

Hosler, Thomas 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Ram Products Ltd Richland Hill, TX 52.55

Hosler, Thomas 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 In  Patrick Salinas 281-9898745, TX 425

Hosler, Thomas 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Ram Products Ltd Richland Hill, TX 118.01

12240.37

Hottman, Adam 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 373.99

Hottman, Adam 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 194.9

Hottman, Adam 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 386.43

Hottman, Adam 12/27/2016 12/30/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 39.95

Hottman, Adam 12/24/2016 12/29/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 1077.34

Hottman, Adam 12/24/2016 12/29/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 2150.89

Hottman, Adam 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Arrow International 919-5448000, NC 1108.86

Hottman, Adam 12/16/2016 12/21/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 728.92

Hottman, Adam 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 15.29

Hottman, Adam 12/13/2016 12/16/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 15.29

Hottman, Adam 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 251.99

Hottman, Adam 12/12/2016 12/15/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 15.29

Hottman, Adam 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 51.96

Hottman, Adam 12/9/2016 12/14/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 819.66

Hottman, Adam 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 315.94

Hottman, Adam 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 616.73

Hottman, Adam 11/30/2016 12/5/2016 Bound Tree Medical LlcTel8002827904, OH 719.23

8882.66

Johnson Iii, Louis 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Usa Blue Book 08004939876, IL 125.07

Johnson Iii, Louis 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Aqualsol Controllers IHouston, TX 163.38

Johnson Iii, Louis 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Aqualsol Controllers IHouston, TX 112.33

Johnson Iii, Louis 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Texas Southern Testing07133137201, TX 90

Johnson Iii, Louis 12/5/2016 12/12/2016 Hach Company Loveland, CO 138.79

629.57



Johnson, Dolan 12/23/2016 12/23/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 134.95

Kellar, Chancey 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 18.81

Kellar, Chancey 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 213.21

Kellar, Chancey 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 22.97

Kellar, Chancey 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 68.86

Kellar, Chancey 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 10

Kellar, Chancey 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 59.94

Kellar, Chancey 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 39.21

Kellar, Chancey 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 280.86

713.86

Killian, Elanna 12/21/2016 12/22/2016 King 99 Cents Store Humble, TX 2.5

Killian, Elanna 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 41.93

Killian, Elanna 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 Abm Parking 1311 PrestHouston, TX 15

Killian, Elanna 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Ctyclk R Property Houston, TX 300

Killian, Elanna 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Ctyclk P Records Houston, TX 100

Killian, Elanna 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Ctyclk R Property Houston, TX 90

Killian, Elanna 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 American Screen GraphiKingwood, TX 120

Killian, Elanna 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 10.42

Killian, Elanna 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 28.33

Killian, Elanna 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 47.98

756.16

Killion, Ryan 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 In  Chemical Universe,816-4713602, MO 155.77

Killion, Ryan 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Usps Po 4841900338Humble, TX 19.41

Killion, Ryan 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Industrial Disposal Su2102273441, TX 17.85

Killion, Ryan 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 16.53

Killion, Ryan 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Industrial Disposal Su2102273441, TX 765

Killion, Ryan 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 Robbins Chevrolet Humble, TX 100

1074.56

Lee, Daniel 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Cg Police Supply Houston, TX 123.8

Legoudes, Melissa 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 52.56

Legoudes, Melissa 12/24/2016 12/26/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 16.19

Legoudes, Melissa 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Office Depot #1079 800-463-3768, TX 19.27

Legoudes, Melissa 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Notary Public Texas 08506563028, FL 101.75

Legoudes, Melissa 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Hallmark Office ProducHouston, TX 106.12

Legoudes, Melissa 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 429.7

Legoudes, Melissa 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Pospaper.Com 08774697655, FL 464.25

Legoudes, Melissa 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Domino'S  6810 979-695-9912, TX 159.53

Legoudes, Melissa 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Notary Public Texas 08506563028, FL 101.75

Legoudes, Melissa 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Sq  Sq  Kyleewald.ComGosq.Com, TX 60

Legoudes, Melissa 12/3/2016 12/5/2016 Moore Medical Llc 800-2341464, CT 32.99

Legoudes, Melissa 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Lexisnexis Risk Dat 08883328244, FL 176.6

Legoudes, Melissa 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Hallmark Office ProducHouston, TX 963.62

2684.33

Legoudes, Michael 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Identogo - Tx FingerprBillerica, MA 10.21

Legoudes, Michael 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Apco International Inc386-944-2422, FL 92

Legoudes, Michael 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Apco International Inc386-944-2422, FL 60

Legoudes, Michael 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Kroger #190 Humble, TX 6.58

Legoudes, Michael 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 In  Aeroclave, Llc 407-7883300, FL 550

718.79

Lemoine, Larry 12/12/2016 12/15/2016 Cavenders Boot #26 Humble, TX 159.99

Lightyear, Arik 12/2/2016 12/2/2016 National Registry Emt614-888-4484, OH 110

Love, Kenneth 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Mcc Elite Auto PaintinHumble, TX 1578.46

Love, Kenneth 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Red The Uniform TailorHouston, TX 2300.75

Love, Kenneth 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Red The Uniform TailorHouston, TX 953.25

Love, Kenneth 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Red The Uniform TailorHouston, TX -29.01



Love, Kenneth 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Red The Uniform TailorHouston, TX 321

Love, Kenneth 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Red The Uniform TailorHouston, TX 202.5

Love, Kenneth 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 33.96

Love, Kenneth 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Sp   Humanerestraint.C6088496313, WI 311.5

Love, Kenneth 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 Central Police SupplyHouston, TX 30.09

5702.5

Martin, Mark 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Buckeye Intrnatnl Hq A03142911900, MO 257.62

Martin, Mark 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 10.81

268.43

Martinez, Fidel 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 10

Martinez, Joe 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Enterprise Rent-A-CarHouston, TX 675

Martinez, Joe 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Astro Lock & Safe LlcHumble, TX 20

695

Mason, Twyla 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Wendy'S Galveston, TX 14.56

Mason, Twyla 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Sonic Drive In #2114 Galveston, TX 16.1

Mason, Twyla 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Marios Ristorante Galveston, TX 13.85

Mason, Twyla 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Bennos By The BeachGalveston, TX 30.98

Mason, Twyla 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Pancake Restaurant Galveston, TX 6

Mason, Twyla 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Sq  R.A.D. Systems Denham Spring, LA 450

531.49

Maxwell, James 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Fort Bend Services Inc281-261-5199, TX 1473

May, Brian 12/26/2016 12/28/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 31.33

Mccaa, George 12/20/2016 12/22/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 44.63

Mccaa, George 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 14.05

Mccaa, George 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Moore Supply CompanyHumble, TX 51.16

Mccaa, George 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Moore Supply Company06106491430, TX -3.9

Mccaa, George 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.04

Mccaa, George 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 494 Glass And Mirror IPorter, TX 425

Mccaa, George 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 19.86

Mccaa, George 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Elliott Electric Suppl Nacogdoches, TX 42

605.84

Michaud, Paula 12/30/2016 12/30/2016 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 139.35

Michaud, Paula 12/30/2016 12/30/2016 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 311.21

Michaud, Paula 12/30/2016 12/30/2016 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 60

Michaud, Paula 12/30/2016 12/30/2016 Vzwrlss My Vz Vb P 800-922-0204, FL 7514.47

Michaud, Paula 12/29/2016 12/29/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 155.57

Michaud, Paula 12/29/2016 12/29/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 199.56

Michaud, Paula 12/29/2016 12/29/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 320.67

Michaud, Paula 12/23/2016 12/23/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 54.94

Michaud, Paula 12/23/2016 12/23/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 101.28

Michaud, Paula 12/21/2016 12/21/2016 Centurylink/Speedpay800-201-4102, LA 6491.09

Michaud, Paula 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 1542.64

Michaud, Paula 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 701.96

Michaud, Paula 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 312.63

Michaud, Paula 12/17/2016 12/19/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 155.57

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 175.53

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 882.84

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 462.14

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 79.45

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay08668342080, TX 7227.32

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 26.65

Michaud, Paula 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Fsi Centerpoint Energy800-967-9649, TX 28.62

Michaud, Paula 12/13/2016 12/13/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 155.56

Michaud, Paula 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 56.05

Michaud, Paula 12/9/2016 12/9/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 150.64

Michaud, Paula 12/9/2016 12/9/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 125.51



Michaud, Paula 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 192.11

Michaud, Paula 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Comcast Houston Cs 1x800-266-2278, TX 91.73

Michaud, Paula 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Republic Services Tras08665765548, AZ 2313.96

30029.05

Miller, Craig 12/14/2016 12/14/2016 Shsu Web Pay 936-294-1080, TX 235

Mittag, Jeremy 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Great Southwest Paper713-223-5050, TX 368.91

Mittag, Jeremy 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Sherwin Williams 70731Humble, TX 177.4

Mittag, Jeremy 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 284.86

Mittag, Jeremy 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 45.81

876.98

Moore, Sharon 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 49.39

Moore, Sharon 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 54.16

Moore, Sharon 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Ds Services Standard C800-4928377, GA 14.77

Moore, Sharon 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Ds Services Standard C800-4928377, GA 7.41

125.73

Moreno, Edis 12/15/2016 12/19/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 36.71

Morgan, Cindy 12/24/2016 12/26/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 92.39

Morgan, Cindy 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Tce Hrdirect/Gneil 800-888-4040, FL 253.91

Morgan, Cindy 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX -455.99

Morgan, Cindy 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 29.98

Morgan, Cindy 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Officemax/Officedept#6800-463-3768, OH 21.81

Morgan, Cindy 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Office Depot #1127 800-463-3768, TX 310.18

Morgan, Cindy 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Office Depot #1079 800-463-3768, TX 20.78

273.06

Mullins, Mark 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Wm Supercenter #1837Humble, TX 437

Naquin, Leroy 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Ferguson Ent #2725 281-446-3869, TX 36.94

Naquin, Leroy 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 96.71

Naquin, Leroy 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 66.91

Naquin, Leroy 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Academy Sports #21 Humble, TX 129.97

330.53

Neeley, William 12/28/2016 12/29/2016 Ram Products Ltd Richland Hill, TX 224.83

Neeley, William 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Batteries Plus #42 Conroe, TX 55.99

Neeley, William 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Batteries Plus Bul Humble, TX 134.95

Neeley, William 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 157.49

573.26

Nykaza, James 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Sidebysidestuff.Com 8166169946, MO 330.26

Nykaza, James 12/24/2016 12/26/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 206.25

Nykaza, James 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 Hobby-Lobby #0160 Humble, TX 163

Nykaza, James 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 17

Nykaza, James 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 Homedepot.Com 800-430-3376, GA 543.56

Nykaza, James 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Toll/Msb 888-811-4565Austin, TX 5.38

Nykaza, James 12/2/2016 12/2/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 56.25

Nykaza, James 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Lexisnexis Risk Dat 08883328244, FL 97.85

Nykaza, James 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 675

Nykaza, James 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 Homedepot.Com 800-430-3376, GA 283.37

2377.92

Ortiz, Raul 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 36.77

Outlaw, Gary 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Llbean-Direct 800-341-4341, ME 347.9

Outlaw, Gary 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Nc Eagle Services New Caney, TX 187

Outlaw, Gary 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Beasley Tire Servi Houston, TX 2509.56

3044.46



Pederson, Devin 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 13.96

Pederson, Devin 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 42.26

Pederson, Devin 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Bshifter 06022424396, AZ 385

441.22

Pennington, Robert 12/20/2016 12/21/2016 Mister Car Wash #19qpsHumble, TX 9

Peters, Richard 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Identogo - Tx FingerprBillerica, MA 11

Peters, Richard 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 88.76

Peters, Richard 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 32.93

132.69

Phillips, Aimee 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Community Impact Newpa512-9896808, TX 1150

Phillips, Aimee 12/27/2016 12/29/2016 Community Impact Newpa512-9896808, TX 1150

Phillips, Aimee 12/21/2016 12/22/2016 Pappas Seafood House #Humble, TX 159.48

Phillips, Aimee 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Usps Po Boxes Online800-275-8777, DC 69

Phillips, Aimee 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Tuesday Morning # 0834Humble, TX 97.47

Phillips, Aimee 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Michaels Stores 1159Humble, TX 113.42

Phillips, Aimee 12/14/2016 12/14/2016 Texas Municipal League512-231-7400, TX 395

Phillips, Aimee 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Payflow/Paypal 08888839770, NE 30

3164.37

Pitts, Joshua 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 34.97

Pitts, Joshua 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX -56.81

Pitts, Joshua 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 129.37

107.53

Rhodes, Victoria 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 American Screen Graphi09368908473, TX 458.25

Rhodes, Victoria 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 Yummy Tummy PastriesHumble, TX 336

Rhodes, Victoria 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 American Screen Graphi09368908473, TX 225

1019.25

Richard, Dale 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Apl  Itunes.Com/Bill 866-712-7753, CA 0.99

Richard, Dale 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Tceq Ind Renewal L Austin, TX 111

Richard, Dale 12/16/2016 12/16/2016 Nsc Northern Safety Co800-631-1246, NY 67.96

Richard, Dale 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Nsc Northern Safety Co800-631-1246, NY 219.8

Richard, Dale 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Nsc Northern Safety Co800-631-1246, NY 101.94

501.69

Rodriguez, Jose 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Triples Steel Holdin Houston, TX 38.1

Rodriguez, Jose 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 1373.58

Rodriguez, Jose 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 37.13

Rodriguez, Jose 12/5/2016 12/7/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 39.31

Rodriguez, Jose 12/1/2016 12/5/2016 Small Engine Supply Humble, TX 450

Rodriguez, Jose 11/30/2016 12/2/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 327.81

Rodriguez, Jose 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 491.76

Rodriguez, Jose 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 20.61

Rodriguez, Jose 11/29/2016 12/1/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 24.26

2802.56

Rose, Timothy 12/12/2016 12/15/2016 Cavenders Boot #26 Humble, TX 134.99

Schultz, Jacob 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 B Dependable PlumbingCleveland, TX 1110

Schultz, Jacob 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Sico America Inc. Minneapolis, MN 1449

Schultz, Jacob 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 Sign Mart Of Humble Humble, TX 2260

Schultz, Jacob 12/13/2016 12/13/2016 Amazon Mktplace PmtsAmzn.Com/Bill, WA 43.99

Schultz, Jacob 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Waste Mgmt Wm Ezpay08668342080, TX 151.78

Schultz, Jacob 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Amazon Mktplace PmtsAmzn.Com/Bill, WA 109.99

Schultz, Jacob 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Ww Grainger 877-2022594, PA 416.88

5541.64

Scott, David 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 La Police Gear 06617053883, CA 112.44

Scott, Randy 12/28/2016 12/30/2016 Knox Dr Farm And FeedPorter, TX 8.5



Scott, Randy 12/19/2016 12/20/2016 Vitalpet 1 Humble, TX 94.21

Scott, Randy 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 Knox Dr Farm And FeedPorter, TX 40.59

Scott, Randy 12/14/2016 12/16/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 14.16

Scott, Randy 12/13/2016 12/14/2016 Vitalpet 1 Humble, TX 120

277.46

Simon, Melissa 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Comfort Inn & Suites Galveston, TX 181.7

Simon, Melissa 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Marios Ristorante Galveston, TX 13.85

Simon, Melissa 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Jimmy Johns - 1721 Galveston, TX 15.57

Simon, Melissa 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Bennos By The BeachGalveston, TX 25.84

Simon, Melissa 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Pancake Restaurant Galveston, TX 6

Simon, Melissa 12/5/2016 12/6/2016 Sq  R.A.D. Systems Denham Spring, LA 450

692.96

Stanford, Paul 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 7

Stanford, Paul 12/13/2016 12/13/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 260.09

Stanford, Paul 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Amazon Mktplace PmtsAmzn.Com/Bill, WA 109.36

Stanford, Paul 12/6/2016 12/6/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 179

555.45

Stephens, Philisa 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Dmi  Dell Hlthcr/Ptr 800-274-1550, TX 3401.25

Stephens, Philisa 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Dmi  Dell Hlthcr/Ptr 800-274-1550, TX 617.34

4018.59

Stuebe, Jason 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 99.99

Stuebe, Jason 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Best Buy      00013979Humble, TX -64.99

Stuebe, Jason 12/22/2016 12/23/2016 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 64.99

Stuebe, Jason 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Wal-Mart #1837 Humble, TX -59.41

Stuebe, Jason 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Wal-Mart #4298 Humble, TX 59.41

Stuebe, Jason 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Flower Market Kingwood, TX -16.5

Stuebe, Jason 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Flower Market Kingwood, TX 216.5

299.99

Taska, Allison 12/29/2016 12/30/2016 Identogo - Tx FingerprBillerica, MA 10.21

Taska, Allison 12/27/2016 12/28/2016 Mister Car Wash #9 QpsHumble, TX 20.99

Taska, Allison 12/22/2016 12/22/2016 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 94.99

Taska, Allison 12/15/2016 12/15/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 1146.14

Taska, Allison 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Helens Humble Flower281-446-3035, TX 78

Taska, Allison 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Best Buy      00002550Humble, TX 31.99

Taska, Allison 12/7/2016 12/7/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 1232.5

Taska, Allison 12/3/2016 12/5/2016 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 141.27

Taska, Allison 12/3/2016 12/5/2016 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 103.99

Taska, Allison 12/3/2016 12/5/2016 Comcast Of Houston 713-341-1000, TX 123.87

Taska, Allison 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Galls 08592667227, KY 3731

6714.95

Theis, Kenneth 12/12/2016 12/13/2016 Macy S East #0718 Humble, TX 44.99

Theis, Kenneth 11/30/2016 12/1/2016 Saltgrass Humble Humble, TX 61.75

106.74

Thiem, Landon 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Red Wing Shoe Store HuHumble, TX 139.49

Tunningley, Noah 12/26/2016 12/27/2016 Paypal  Jonpuryear 4029357733, CA 400

Tunningley, Noah 12/8/2016 12/9/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 5.99

Tunningley, Noah 12/3/2016 12/5/2016 National Registry Emt614-888-4484, OH 110

515.99

Villa, Joel 12/19/2016 12/21/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 133.5

Villa, Joel 12/14/2016 12/15/2016 Jamieson Manufacturing02143398384, TX 201.69

Villa, Joel 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 156.34

Villa, Joel 12/13/2016 12/15/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 361

Villa, Joel 12/9/2016 12/12/2016 Samsclub #6367 Humble, TX 38.96

Villa, Joel 12/8/2016 12/12/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 39.94

Villa, Joel 12/7/2016 12/8/2016 Sams Club #6367 Humble, TX 893.07



Villa, Joel 12/7/2016 12/9/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 46.85

Villa, Joel 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Sams Club #6367 Humble, TX 724.89

Villa, Joel 12/6/2016 12/7/2016 Oreilly Auto #0419 Humble, TX 29.99

Villa, Joel 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 Sherwin Williams 70731Humble, TX 41.63

Villa, Joel 12/1/2016 12/2/2016 Samsclub #6367 Humble, TX 149.36

2817.22

Watkins, Wyatt 12/6/2016 12/8/2016 Mi Rancho Mexican GrilHumble, TX 29.88

Watkins, Wyatt 12/4/2016 12/6/2016 Office Depot #262 Humble, TX 33.16

63.04

Watters, Matthew 12/21/2016 12/22/2016 Academy Sports #21 Humble, TX 39.99

Watters, Matthew 12/15/2016 12/16/2016 Fox Family Pools Humble, TX 454.89

Watters, Matthew 12/12/2016 12/14/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 15.28

Watters, Matthew 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 323.81

Watters, Matthew 12/2/2016 12/5/2016 The Home Depot #0576Humble, TX 279

1112.97

Weaver, Traci 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Mcw Online Paymentsqps05206154000, AZ 175

Zavala, Sylvia 12/16/2016 12/19/2016 Ability Network Inc Ab6124604311, MN 95
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Balance      
as of 

10/01/2016
Purchases Sales Change in 

Market Value
Dividends & 

Interest Cash Activity
Balance      

as of 
12/31/2016

General Fund:

General Operating Fund:
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 5,501,851.39$     -$                     (250,000.00)$       (15,549.70)$         8,618.50$            (3,061.32)$           5,241,858.87$     
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs - METRO 4,886,872.02       -                       (3,500,000.00)      (7,617.58)             2,059.20              (164,333.88)         1,216,979.76       

-                       
Total 10,388,723.41     -                       (3,750,000.00)      (23,167.28)           10,677.70            (167,395.20)         6,458,838.63       

Capital Projects Fund:
TexStar- Water Well Construction 4,168.83              -                       -                       -                       4.69                     -                       4,173.52              

Total 4,168.83              -                       -                       -                       4.69                     -                       4,173.52              

Total General Fund:
TexStar 4,168.83              -                       -                       -                       4.69                     -                       4,173.52              
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 10,388,723.41     -                       (3,750,000.00)      (23,167.28)           10,677.70            (167,395.20)         6,458,838.63       
Total 10,392,892.24$   -$                     (3,750,000.00)$    (23,167.28)$         10,682.39$          (167,395.20)$       6,463,012.15$     

Note:  The quarterly report is in full compliance with the investment
strategy as established in the City's Investment Policy and the 
Public Funds Investment Act, Chapter 2256, Texas Government Code.

City of Humble - General Fund
Summary of Investment Portfolio Activity

First Fiscal Quarter Ending 12/31/2016



Balance      
as of 

10/01/2016
Purchases Sales Change in 

Market Value
Dividends & 

Interest Cash Activity
Balance      

as of 
12/31/2016

Enterprise Fund:

Water & Sewer Operating Fund:   
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 3,142,257.59$     -$                     (1,100,000.00)$    (1,321.41)$           922.46$               99,563.69$          2,141,422.33$     

Total Enterprise Fund:
Federal Agency Bonds, Commercial Paper, Brokerage CDs 3,142,257.59$     -$                     (1,100,000.00)$    (1,321.41)$           922.46$               99,563.69$          2,141,422.33$     

Note:  The quarterly report is in full compliance with the investment
strategy as established in the City's Investment Policy and the 
Public Funds Investment Act, Chapter 2256, Texas Government Code.

City of Humble - Enterprise Fund
Summary of Investment Portfolio Activity

First Fiscal Quarter Ending 12/31/2016
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Revenue Cap Committee’s Math: 

“Worse than Meaningless” 
 

On January 30, the Dallas Morning News ran an article written by Data and Enterprise Reporter 

David McSwane. The article points out the misleading arguments used by proponents of revenue 

caps.  

 

Specifically, the article picked apart the often-cited “apples to oranges” claim that local property 

taxes have increased three times faster than median household income.  Readers of the 

Legislative Update know that the League has taken exception to the use of this comparison since 

the Senate Selection Committee on Property Tax Reform and Relief was holding public hearings 

last year.  

 

For his article, McSwane interviewed independent economists and fiscal analysts.  They called 

the committee’s comparison “fallacious” and “worse than meaningless.” The article also includes 

a true “apples to apples” comparison using federal data showing that median household income 

has actually outpaced the median property tax bill in Texas. The article is a must-read for city 

officials.   

 

In response, Senator Paul Bettencourt (R – Houston), who chaired the committee, wrote a letter 

to the editor of the Dallas Morning News complaining about the article. (Bettencourt is also the 

author of S.B. 2, this session’s revenue cap bill.)  Interestingly, Senator Bettencourt did not 

defend the “apples-to-oranges” comparison, but instead used property tax data from two counties 

to argue that property taxes are increasing across the state.  

 

http://www.dallasnews.com/news/texas-legislature/2017/01/30/misleading-stats-fuel-republicans-effort-cap-local-property-taxes
http://www.tml.org/legis_updates/senate-tax-committee-doubles-down-on-faulty-charts
http://www.tml.org/p/Letter%20to%20DMN%20editor%20(02%2003%2017).pdf
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The Dallas Morning News responded with a second article, this time from its editorial board, 

defending its earlier article.  The board accuses Senator Bettencourt of playing “fast and loose” 

with the numbers, and encouraging readers to oppose S.B. 2.  City officials should continue to let 

their legislators know of their opposition to S.B. 2.  

 

 

Speaker Names Senate Commitees 
 

Speaker of the House Joe Straus issued House committee assignments yesterday.  A full list is available 

here. 
 

 

Texas Supreme Court: 

Attorney-Client Privilege Trumps Public Information Act 
 

On February 3, the Texas Supreme court delivered its opinion in Paxton v. City of Dallas. The court held 

that missing the ten-day deadline in the Public Information Act to request an attorney general ruling does 

not waive the attorney-client privilege.  

 

The dispute centers on whether the City of Dallas had to disclose certain attorney-client-privileged 

communications.  Specifically, the issue in the case is whether the policy supporting the attorney-client 

privilege is a “compelling reason” to withhold the city’s attorney-client-privileged communications when 

the city asked for an attorney general ruling after the deadlines in Texas Government Code Section 

552.301. 

 

The attorney general has historically limited the “compelling reason” standard to:  (1) information a 

governmental body is prohibited by law from disclosing (i.e., mandatory exceptions); and (2) information 

that could jeopardize third parties if disclosed.    The Texas Supreme Court rejected that interpretation, 

concluding that the standard “requires an assessment of the relative importance of a reason for 

withholding information in relation to the presumption of openness” (i.e., a balancing test).  A reason to 

withhold information will only be “compelling” when it is of such a pressing nature that it outweighs the 

interests favoring public disclosure. 

 

In determining the attorney-client privilege is a compelling reason to withhold information, the court 

acknowledged that public officials’ access to candid legal advice serves the public interest: 

 

The notion that “sound legal advice or advocacy serves public ends” is not rationally 

debatable. After all, the government conducts its business on behalf of the public 

(residents, voters, taxpayers, and ratepayers), and a fully informed servant is a more 

capable servant. The attorney-client privilege “encourag[es] government officials 

formulating policies in the public’s interest to consult with counsel in conducting that 

public business.” The privilege also protects the public fisc when the government is 

participating in litigation, negotiating billion-dollar contracts, and performing regulatory 

acts under complex regulatory schemes. . . . [P]eople are best served when government 

officials . . . operate in an atmosphere that encourages them “to seek out and receive fully 

informed legal advice.” 

 

http://www.dallasnews.com/opinion/editorials/2017/02/07/fall-misleading-stats-trying-push-heavy-handed-property-tax-bill
http://www.house.texas.gov/_media/pdf/committee.pdf
http://www.txcourts.gov/media/1437110/150073.pdf


3 
 

This opinion insures that governmental entities are not left legally vulnerable under the Public 

Information Act.   It is an important win for the City of Dallas and governmental bodies across 

the State of Texas.  

 

 

TCEQ Seeks Stakeholder Input on Revisions to Water Rights 

Application Forms 
 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Water Availability Division has completed 

revisions to the water rights permitting application documents. The new application consists of 

three parts: 

                                                           

1. Administrative Information Report: Required information about applicants that is 

required for all applications. 

2. Technical Information Report: Asks applicants a series of questions about their request 

for a new or amended water right and directs the applicant to attached technical worksheets 

depending on the request. 

3. Instructions: Provides information to applicants about how to complete the reports and 

worksheets including background information, citations, and examples. 

 

These revised application documents are for new and amended water rights and for bed and 

banks authorizations. TCEQ staff is seeking comments and suggestions on the draft revised 

documents by March 8, 2017. Comments may be submitted by email to wras@tceq.texas.gov. 

(Subject line should be “Comments on Draft Revised Application Documents.”) 

 

 

May 2017 Election Law Calendar 
 

The Texas Municipal Clerks Association (TMCA), a Texas Municipal League affiliate, prepares 

an outstanding election calendar for the May election. The TMCA calendar is now available 

online.  The League’s legal staff remains available to answer election-related questions.  

 

 

Officer-Involved Incident Reporting  
 

Legislation passed in 2015 mandates that, not later than the 30th day after the date of an officer-

involved injury or death, the law enforcement agency employing an officer involved in the 

incident must complete and submit a report to the office of the attorney general and, if the 

agency maintains an Internet website, post a copy of the report on the agency’s website.   

 

The same legislation requires an agency to report incidents in which, while a peace officer is 

performing an official duty, a person who is not a peace officer discharges a firearm and causes 

injury or death to the officer. 

 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/permitting/watersupply/water_rights/administrative_information_checklist.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/permitting/watersupply/water_rights/technical_information_report.pdf
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/permitting/watersupply/water_rights/wr_instructions_permitting_app.pdf
mailto:wras@tceq.texas.gov
http://municlerks.unt.edu/pdf/2017_electioncalendar.pdf
http://municlerks.unt.edu/pdf/2017_electioncalendar.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/84R/billtext/pdf/HB01036F.pdf#navpanes=0
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All city police departments that have experienced an officer incident are required to make the 

reports.  The attorney general has a web page with reporting forms and additional information.   

 

 

Reminder:  Be Sure to Check Committee and Floor Actions 
 
In this issue (and in the weeks ahead), readers will find summaries of “Significant Floor 

Actions.” Future issues will have those and “Significant Committee Actions” as well.  These 

sections of the update are extremely important because they indicate important city-related bills 

that have momentum. You are encouraged to read these sections carefully and to contact TML 

staff if you have questions or concerns. 

 

 

Significant Floor Actions 
 

S.B. 4 (Perry), relating to the enforcement by certain governmental entities of state and federal 

laws governing immigration and to the duties of law enforcement agencies concerning certain 

arrested persons.  Passed the Senate. As passed, the bill would create several new provisions in 

law related to the enforcement of federal and state immigration laws.  Specifically, the bill would 

provide that: 

 

1. A state criminal justice agency, county, or city that releases from custody a person who is 

the subject of an immigration detainer request issued by U.S. Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) is liable for damages resulting from a felony committed by the person 

in this state within 10 years following the person’s release if: (a) the agency, county, or 

city: (i) did not detain the person as requested; and (ii) had probable cause to believe that 

the person is not a citizen and is subject to removal from the United States; (b) the person 

was not a citizen of the United States at the time of release; and (c) the attorney general 

has petitioned the chief justice of the supreme court to convene a special three-judge 

district court to hear an action brought against a city or county; 

2. An immigration detainer request under (1), above is presumed to be valid, regardless of 

whether the detainer is written or verbal; 

3. Sovereign immunity of this state and governmental immunity of a county and 

municipality to suit is waived and abolished to the extent of liability created by the bill; 

4. A state criminal justice agency, county, or city is not liable for damages under (1), above, 

for damages incurred after ICE subsequently detains the person; 

5. a peace officer may not stop a motor vehicle or conduct a search of a business or 

residence solely to enforce a federal law relating to immigration, unless the officer is 

acting: (a) at the request of, and providing assistance to, an appropriate federal law 

enforcement officer; or (2) under the terms of an agreement between the law enforcement 

agency employing the officer and the federal government under which the agency 

receives delegated authority to enforce federal law relating to immigrants or immigration; 

6. a peace officer may arrest an undocumented person only if the officer is acting to 

preserve the peace under his or her basic authority to enforce laws; 

7. a law enforcement agency that has custody of a person subject to an immigration detainer 

issued by ICE shall: (a) provide to the judge or magistrate authorized to grant or deny the 

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/cj/peace-officer-involved-shooting-report
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person’s release on bail notice that the person is subject to an immigration detainer (the 

judge is then required to record the status in the court’s records); (b) record in the 

person’s case file that the person is subject to an immigration detainer; and (c) comply 

with, honor, and fulfill the requests made in the detainer;  

8. a law enforcement agency shall presume an immigration detainer request is based on 

probable cause and is otherwise valid, regardless of whether the detainer request is 

written or verbal; and 

9. if a criminal defendant is in the U.S. illegally and is to be confined to jail by a court 

judgment, the judge shall issue an order requiring the defendant to serve the last seven 

days in federal custody to ensure seamless transition to federal custody. 

 

The bill would prohibit certain city actions by providing that: 

 

1. a “local entity” is defined to include, among others, a city, its officers, its employees, and 

other bodies that are part of a city, including the city police department and city attorney 

(but would exempt schools and hospitals, but not hospital peace officers, as well as a 

peace officer employed or contracted by a religious organization during service to the 

religious organization);  

2. a local entity shall not adopt, enforce, or endorse a policy or consistent action under 

which the entity prohibits or discourages the enforcement of immigration laws; 

3. a local entity shall not prohibit or discourage a person who is a commissioned peace 

officer, a corrections officer, a booking clerk, a magistrate, or a prosecuting attorney from 

doing any of the following: (a) inquiring into the immigration status of a person under a 

lawful detention or under arrest; (b) with respect to information relating to the 

immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any person under a lawful detention or under 

arrest: (i) sending the information to or requesting or receiving the information from 

Citizenship and Immigration Services or ICE, including information regarding a person’s 

place of birth; (ii) maintaining the information; or (iii) exchanging the information with 

another local entity or a federal or state governmental entity; (c) assisting or cooperating 

with a federal immigration officer as reasonable or necessary, including providing 

enforcement assistance; or (d) permitting a federal immigration officer to enter and 

conduct enforcement activities at a municipal or county jail to enforce federal 

immigration laws;  

4. a local entity or a person employed by or otherwise under the direction or control of the 

entity may not consider race, color, language, religion, or national origin while enforcing 

immigration laws except to the extent permitted by the United States or Texas 

Constitutions; 

5. an elected official of a city, or one who is appointed by the governing body of a city, who 

violates (1), above, commits a Class A misdemeanor; 

6. a local entity that violates the requirements above is subject to a civil penalty up to 

$1,500 for the first violation and up to $25,500 for each subsequent violation that shall be 

credited to the state’s Crime Victims Compensation Fund; 

7. each law enforcement agency that is subject to the requirements above of this may adopt 

a written policy requiring the agency to perform community outreach activities to educate 

the public that a person employed by or otherwise under the direction or control of the 

agency may not inquire into the immigration status of a detained person if the detention 
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occurred solely because the person: (a) is a victim of or witness to a criminal offense; or 

(b) is reporting a criminal offense; and 

8. a policy adopted under (6), above, must include outreach to victims of certain victims of 

family violence and sexual assault. 

 

The bill would provide for a state-level complaint and enforcement process by providing that: 

 

1. any person, including the federal government, may file a complaint with the attorney 

general if the person offers evidence to support an allegation that a local entity has 

adopted, enforced, or endorsed a policy under which the entity prohibits or discourages 

the enforcement of immigration laws or that the entity, by consistent actions, prohibits or 

discourages the enforcement of those laws.   

2. if the attorney general determines that a complaint filed against a local entity is valid, the 

attorney general shall, not later than the 10th day after the date of the determination, 

provide written notification to the entity that: (a) the complaint has been filed; (b) the 

attorney general has determined that the complaint is valid; (c) the attorney general is 

authorized to file an action to enjoin the violation if the entity does not come into 

compliance on or before the 90th day after the date the notification is provided; and 

(d) the entity will be denied state grant funds for the state fiscal year following the year in 

which a final judicial determination is made. 

3. not later than the 30th day after the day a local entity receives written notification of a 

complaint, the local entity shall provide the attorney general with a copy of: (a) the 

entity’s written policies related to immigration enforcement actions; (b) each immigration 

detainer received by the entity from the Department of Homeland Security; and (c) each 

response sent by the entity for a detainer; 

4. if the attorney general determines that a complaint filed against a local entity is valid, the 

attorney general may file a petition for a writ of mandamus or apply for other appropriate 

equitable relief and may recover reasonable expenses incurred in obtaining relief under 

this subsection, including court costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, investigative costs, 

witness fees, and deposition costs; 

5. a local entity may not receive state grant funds  beginning with the state fiscal year 

following the year in which a final judicial determination is made if the entity adopts, 

enforces, or endorses a policy under which the entity prohibits or discourages the 

enforcement of immigration laws or, by consistent actions, prohibits or discourages the 

enforcement of immigration laws (the comptroller shall adopt rules to implement the bill 

uniformly among the state agencies from which state grant funds are distributed to a 

city);   

6. a city that has its grant funding withheld can petition  the court after one year to get it 

back; 

7. state grant funds for the provision of wearable body protective gear used for law 

enforcement purposes may not be denied under the bill; and 

8. the attorney general shall develop and maintain a database listing each local entity for 

which a final judicial determination has been made and post that on its website. 

 

Finally, the bill would provide that not later than January 1, 2018, each local law enforcement 

agency shall: (a) formalize in writing any unwritten, informal policies relating to the enforcement 
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of immigration laws; and (b) update the agency’s policies to be consistent with the bill and to 

include provisions prohibiting an agency officer or employee from preventing agency personnel 

from taking immigration enforcement actions described by the bill. 
 

S.B. 14 (V. Taylor), relating to ethics. Passed the Senate. As passed, the bill would – among 

many other things – provide that a person may not qualify for elected office if the person is 

required to be a registered as a lobbyist. 

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 1471 (Murr) – Property Appraisal: would authorize land used for local predation 

management activities to be appraised for property tax purposes as qualified open-space land.  

 

H.B. 1473 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things: (1) provide that an 

individual is entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of the 

individual’s residence homestead if: (a) the individual is 80 years of age or older; and (b) the 

individual has received an exemption under this section for the residence homestead for at least 

the preceding ten years; and (2) provide that the surviving spouse of an individual who qualified 

for an exemption under (1) is entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised value 

of the same property to which the deceased spouse’s exemption applied if: (a) the deceased 

spouse died in a year in which the deceased spouse qualified for the exemption; (b) the surviving 

spouse was 55 years of age or older when the deceased spouse died; and (c) the property was the 

residence homestead of the surviving spouse when the deceased spouse died and remains the 

residence homestead of the surviving spouse. (See H.J.R. 64, below.) 

 

H.B. 1513 (Isaac) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt from property taxation property 

acquired by a charitable organization to provide low-income housing for up to 10 years after the 

organization acquires the property (current law exempts for five years after acquisition). 

 

H.B. 1548 (Dutton) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that a person is entitled to an 

exemption from taxation by a school district of improved and unimproved real property, any part 

of which is located within a one-mile radius of the center of a campus of that school district that 

the person owns for the purpose of building low-income and moderate-income housing. (See 

H.J.R. 66, below.) 

 

H.B. 1564 (Miller) – Property Tax Deferral: would provide that an elderly or disabled 

individual must obtain the written consent of the holder of a mortgage on property the individual 

owns and occupies as a residence homestead before filing an affidavit for property tax deferral if: 

(1) the mortgage balance is equal to at least 60 percent of the appraised value of the property; or 

(2) a default has occurred with respect to the obligation secured by the mortgage for a reason 

other than nonpayment of the taxes for which the person is seeking the deferral or abatement. 
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H.B. 1582 (T. King) – Property Tax Appraisal: would amend the population threshold above 

which the appraisal review board members must be appointed by the local administrative district 

judge from counties with populations of 120,000 or more to counties with populations of 

350,000 or more. 

 

H.B. 1591 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that a Purple Heart recipient and 

the surviving spouse of a Purple Heart recipient are entitled to an exemption from property 

taxation of the total appraised value of the Purple Heart recipient’s residence homestead. (See 

H.J.R. 67, below.)  

 

H.J.R. 64 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide 

that a person, or the person’s surviving spouse under certain circumstances, is entitled to an 

exemption from property taxation of the total market value of the person’s residence homestead 

if the person is 80 years of age or older and the person has received an exemption under this 

section for the residence homestead for at least the preceding ten years.  

 

H.J.R. 66 (Dutton) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation by one or more political subdivisions 

property located near a public school that is owned by a person for the purpose of building low-

income or moderate-income housing on the property. (See H.B. 1548, above.)   

 

H.J.R. 67 (Bohac) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation the total appraised value of the 

residence homestead of a Purple Heart recipient and the surviving spouse of a Purple Heart 

recipient. (See H.B. 1591, above.)   

 

S.B. 700 (Zaffirini) – Property Tax Exemption: would: (1) provide that the production of 

fruits and vegetables is considered to be an “agricultural use” for purposes of appraisal of 

qualified open-space land; and (2) require the comptroller to establish appraisal guidelines for 

uncommon agricultural uses. 

 

S.B. 717 (V. Taylor) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that the chief appraiser of an 

appraisal district that appraises property for a taxing unit that is located partly or entirely inside an 

area declared to be a disaster area by the governor shall reappraise all property damaged in the 

disaster at its market value immediately after the disaster. (Companion is H.B. 513 by S. Davis.) 

 

S.B. 730 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that a person is entitled to a 

property tax exemption for the tangible personal property with a taxable value of less than 

$2,500 and that is held or used for the production of income. (Companion is H.B. 1330 by 

Kuempel.) 

 

S.B. 731 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Appraisal: would: (1) provide that a property owner is 

entitled to appeal through binding arbitration an appraisal review board order related to certain 

protests if the appraised market value of the property owner’s residence homestead as 

determined by the order is $5 million or less; (2) provide that a property owner must file an 

arbitration deposit in the amount of $1,550 if the property does not qualify as the property 
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owner’s residence homestead and the appraised or market value, as applicable, of the property is 

more than $3 million but not more than $5 million, as determined by the order; (3) authorize a 

sales agent to qualify to serve as an arbitrator under certain circumstances; and (4) provide that 

the arbitration fee may be not more than $1,500  if the property does not qualify as the property 

owner’s residence homestead and the appraised or market value, as applicable, of the property is 

more than $3 million but not more than $5 million, as determined by the order. 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 1579 (Howard) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt condoms from the sales tax.  

 

S.B. 745 (Kolkhorst) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt from sales taxes a service 

performed by an employee of a temporary employment service for an employer to supplement 

the employer’s existing work force on a temporary basis, if: (1) the service is normally 

performed by the employer’s own employees; (2) the employer provides all supplies and 

equipment necessary to perform the service; (3) the employer does not rent, lease, purchase, or 

otherwise acquire for use the supplies and equipment described by (2) from the temporary 

employment service or an entity that is a member of an affiliated group of which the temporary 

employment service is also a member; (4) the temporary employment service is not a member of 

the employer’s affiliated group; and (5) the employee of the temporary employment service is 

under the supervision of the employer to whom the employee of the temporary employment 

service is furnished. 

 

 

Purchasing 

 

H.B. 1541 (Simmons) – Historically Underutilized Businesses: would provide that persons 

with a disability as defined by the federal Americans with Disabilities Act are included in the 

state’s list of historically underutilized businesses.   

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 1462 (G. Bonnen) – Temporary Branch Polling Places: would, among other things: (1) 

provide that, in any election, the location of a temporary branch polling place and each voting 

station located in the polling place shall be fixed at one place for the duration of the early voting 

period; and (2) provide that early voting by personal appearance at each temporary branch polling 

place shall be conducted on the days that voting is required to be conducted at the main early 

voting polling place and remain open for at least: (a) eight hours each day; or (b) three hours each 

day if the city or county clerk does not serve as the early voting clerk for the territory holding the 

election and the territory has fewer than 1,000 registered voters.    

 

H.B. 1511 (Thierry) – Election Notification: would: (1) provide that the Texas Department of 

Transportation in cooperation with local governments shall actively manage a system of 

changeable message signs located on highways under the jurisdiction of the department to provide 

information regarding the date of an election held statewide and the associated voter registration 
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deadline for the election; (2) require the Texas Department of Transportation, in consultation with 

the secretary of state, to establish a plan to provide the information described by (1) using the 

system of changeable message signs; (3) require the information described by (1) to be posted on 

the system in English and Spanish for the following periods: (a) two days before voting begins in 

the election through the end of election day; and (b) two days before the deadline for voter 

registration through the end of the last day of voter registration for the election; and (4) provide 

that the plan established under (2) must also require that the information described by (1) not be 

posted on a changeable message sign if the posting would interfere with another safety or 

emergency alert.  

 

H.B. 1576 (Schofield) – Temporary Branch Early Voting Polling Places: would provide that, 

in a  county with a population of 400,000 or more, the location of a movable temporary branch 

early voting polling place may be changed only: (1) once during the early voting period; and (2) 

after at least half of the early voting period has concluded. 

 

H.B. 1595 (Bohac) – Voting by Mail: would provide that the balloting materials for voting by 

mail shall be mailed to a voter entitled to vote by mail not later than the seventh calendar day 

after the later of the date the clerk accepts the voter’s application for a ballot to be voted by mail 

or the date the ballots become available for mailing, except that if the mailing date for balloting 

materials is earlier than the 45
th

 day before election day, the balloting materials shall be mailed 

not later than the 30
th

 day before election day.  

 

S.B. 690 (West) – Use of Mechanical or Electronic Device: would provide that a person may 

not use any mechanical or electronic means to record images or sound within 100 feet of a voting 

station except that a person occupying a voting station may use a mechanical or electronic device 

to photograph the person’s completed ballot. (Companion bill is H.B. 1360 by Shaheen.) 

 

S.B. 703 (Huffines) – Temporary Branch Polling Places: would, among other things: (1) 

provide that a temporary branch polling place may not be located in a movable structure; (2) 

require the location of a temporary branch polling place to be fixed at one place for the duration 

of the period that voting is required to be conducted for that election; and (3) provide that if an 

authority holding an election for which the ballot includes a proposition seeking voter approval 

of the issuance of bonds or other debt establishes a temporary branch polling place located in a 

movable structure or location in violation of (2), the election for approval of the proposition is 

invalid.  

 

 

Open Government 

 

H.B. 1467 (Capriglione) – Public Information:  would provide that information collected, 

assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental entity to prevent, detect, or investigate 

security incidents is considered confidential under the Public Information Act. 

 

H.B. 1541 (Shaheen) – Legal Notices: would provide that a political subdivision may satisfy a 

requirement to provide notice by newspaper publication by posting: (1) on its Internet website; or 

(2) on a social media website, provided that: (a) the political subdivision controls the content of 
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the posting; and (b) the notice is easily found by searching the name of the political subdivision 

on the Internet. 

 

H.B. 1596 (Lozano) – Legal Notices: would provide that the proposed budget of a political 

subdivision must include a line item indicating expenditures for required newspaper notices that 

allows as clear a comparison as practicable between those expenditures in the proposed budget 

and actual expenditures for the same purpose in the preceding year.  (Companion Bill is S.B. 622 

by Burton.) 

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 997 (Capriglione) – Land Conveyance:  would provide that: (1) a city must provide the 

governor with advance notice of  proposed conveyance of land owned by the city to the United 

States; (2) the notice must be sent to the governor not later than the 30
th

 day before the date of 

either published notice required for the sale or exchange of land by a city or offer of the land if 

published notice is not required; (3) a city shall submit a formal request for approval to the 

governor and can conduct the sale of exchange of land unless the governor send written notice 

disapproving of the sale or lease of land; and (4) city shall provide certain information on the 

conveyance of public land to the United States to the General Land Office for them to post on its 

website. 

 

H.B. 1295 (Capriglione) – City Contracts:  would amend vendor disclosure requirements 

adopted during the 2015 legislative session and reported on Form 1295 to:   

 

1. clarify that the term “business entity” means an entity doing business with a 

governmental entity or state agency and excludes the United States, a federal agency, a 

state agency, or another governmental entity;  

2. define the term “contract” to  mean a binding agreement between a governmental entity 

and business entity effective on the earlier of the date the governing body votes to 

approve the contract or the date the governmental entity becomes bound under the 

contract, and provide that the term includes an amendment to or an extension or renewal 

of the contract; 

3. define the term “controlling interest” to mean: (a) an ownership or participating interest 

in a business entity represented  by a unit, percentage, share, stock, or other 

acknowledgment of ownership or participating interest in an amount that exceeds five 

percent of the total ownership or participating interest in the business entity; (b) 

membership on the board of directors or other governing body of a business entity, 

provided the composition of the board or governing body does not exceed 10 members; 

or (c) service as an officer of a business entity that has not more than four officers or 

service as one of the four highest ranking officers of a business entity with more than four 

officers, excluding an officer of a publicly held business entity or its wholly owned 

subsidiary; 

4. define the term “interested party” to mean a person who has a controlling interest in a 

business entity with whom a governmental entity or state agency contracts or who is an 

intermediary; 
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5. define the term “intermediary” to mean a person who actively participates in facilitating 

or negotiating a contract, including a broker, adviser, attorney, or agent for or 

representative of a business entity, and who: (a)  receives compensation from the business 

entity for the person's participation; (b)  communicates directly regarding the contract 

with the governmental entity or state agency for the business entity; and (c)  is not an 

employee of the business entity or of a person with a controlling interest in the business 

entity; or an interested party with a controlling interest in the business entity; 

6. define the term “signed” to include the use of any symbol executed or adopted by a 

person that is evidence of present intent to authenticate a writing, including an electronic 

signature; 

7. define the term “value” to mean, with respect to a contract, the amount of consideration 

received or to be received by a business entity from a governmental entity or state agency 

under the contract; 

8. clarify that the disclosure requirement applies only to contracts of a governmental entity 

that require the expenditure of the governmental entity’s money; 

9. except from the disclosure requirement contracts with a publicly traded business entity; 

certain contracts related to a state of disaster declared by the governor; a contract 

necessary to prevent unforeseen, imminent damage to public machinery, equipment, or 

other property; a contract related to a subsequent sale of a municipal bond after the initial 

bond sale; a contract with a federally insured financial institution; a contract with an 

electric utility and certain gas utilities; a contract for an insurance policy regulated by the 

Texas Department of Insurance; an interlocal agreement; and a contract related to a 

public security; 

10. provide that the disclosure form be a written, unsworn declaration subscribed by the 

authorized agent of the business entity as true under penalty of perjury and allow the 

form to be executed using an electronic signature; 

11. require a governmental entity to acknowledge receipt of a Form 1295 to the Texas Ethics 

Commission (commission) not later than the 30th day after the date the parties become 

bound under a contract for which a disclosure of interested parties is filed or the date a 

modified disclosure of interested parties is filed; 

12. provide that a business entity that fails to submit the disclosure of interested parties is 

liable for a civil penalty of $500 for the first day the violation occurs and $100 for each 

additional day the violation occurs, not to exceed the lesser of the total amount prescribed 

by rule or $10,000; 

13. require that a governmental entity immediately notify the commission if a business entity 

fails to submit a disclosure on or before the 30th day the disclosure is due, require the 

commission to immediately provide written notice of the violation and civil penalty to the 

business entity, and provide that if the business entity fails to submit the disclosure on or 

before the 10th day after the date the notice is provided, the business entity is liable to the 

state for the civil penalty; and 

14. authorize the attorney general, at the request of the commission, to sue to collect a civil 

penalty imposed in (13) and allow the recovery of reasonable expenses, including 

investigation and court costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, witness fees, and other 

expenses. 
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H.B. 1375 (S. Davis) – Zoos and Aquariums:  would exempt from the Veterinary Licensing 

Act a licensed health care professional who, without compensation and under direct supervision 

of a veterinarian, provides treatment or care to an animal owned by or in possession, control, or 

custody of an entity accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums.  (Companion bill is 

S.B. 721 by Perry.) 

 

H.B. 1377 (S. Davis) – Personal Financial Statements:  would change the content requirements 

of a personal financial statement that must be filed by certain city officers and candidates in 

cities with a population of 100,000 or more in regard to disclosures about stocks in non-publicly 

traded and publicly traded corporations. 

 

H.B. 1380 (S. Davis) – Texas Ethics Commission:  would:  (1) authorize the Texas Ethics 

Commission (commission) to disclose to a law enforcement agency confidential information in a 

sworn complaint or at issue in a preliminary review hearing to the extent the disclosure is 

necessary to protect the public interest and for the recipient to perform a duty or function in 

addition to the commission’s duties and functions; (2) provide that confidential information 

under (1) remains confidential and, require the law enforcement agency to take appropriate 

measures to maintain that confidentiality; and (3) provide that a person commits a Class C 

misdemeanor if confidential information in (2) is disclosed.   

 

H.B. 1381 (S. Davis) – Personal Financial Statements:  would, in regard to personal financial 

statement forms that must be filed by certain city officers and candidates in cities with a 

population of 100,000 or more, authorize the Texas Ethics Commission to adopt rules related to 

the time in which the city clerk or secretary must deliver the form to city officers. 

 

H.B. 1463 (Smithee) – Americans with Disabilities Act:  would:  (1) require a person seeking a 

claim for relief under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) to first notify the respondent of 

the intent to file the claim; (2) give a respondent who has received a notice in (1) the right to 

correct the alleged violation, and provide for related notice and judicial proceedings regarding 

the corrections; and (3) prohibit a person from providing a notice of intent to file an ADA claim 

in bad faith and authorize the attorney general to enforce this prohibition through injunctive and 

other relief such as civil penalties and restitution.  

 

H.B. 1530 (Workman) – Newspaper Notice:  would:  (1) provide that a political subdivision 

satisfies a requirement in any other law to provide notice by publication in a newspaper by 

publishing the notice in any other form of media the political subdivision determines will provide 

sufficient public notice, including on the political subdivision’s website or an Internet 

newspaper; and (2) require that any notice provided in (1) be published for the same period 

required by law for the publication of the notice in a newspaper. 

 

H.B. 1557 (Parker) – City Fees: would: (1) require every city to establish and maintain an email 

notification service to which any person may electronically subscribe to receive information 

regarding new or increased city fees, chargers, assessments, or similar payments required by the 

city for a privilege, service authorization, permit, license, registration, certification, filing, or 

other municipal action or approval; (2) provide that the e-mail notification service must: (a) 

allow a subscriber to request notification of each: (i) new fee proposed to be adopted by the city; 
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(ii) existing fee proposed to be increased by the city; (iii) proposed budget of the city that 

includes use of revenue from a new or increased fee; (iv) adopted budget of the city that includes 

use of revenue from a new or increased fee; (v) public hearing scheduled to be held at which a 

fee or budget described by (i) through (iv) is scheduled to be discussed; (b) include a link in the 

notification to any web page maintained by the city on which the fee or budget may be viewed; 

and (c) notify the subscriber by email not later than the day: (i) the city provides public notice of 

a public hearing at which a proposed new or increased fee or a proposed budget is scheduled to 

be discussed, for notification of a public hearing for a proposed fee or budget; (ii) the budget 

officer files a proposed budget with the city clerk, for notification of a proposed budget; or (iii) 

the governing body files an adopted budget with the city clerk, for notification of an adopted 

budget; (3) provide that a city’s proposed budget that includes estimated revenue from a new fee 

or the increase of an existing fee must contain a cover page with the following statement in 18-

point or larger type: “This budget includes estimated revenue from the following new or 

increased fees: (include a description of each new or increased fee, the dollar amount of each 

new fee, and the dollar amount of an percentage of increase of each increased fee); (4) provide 

that adoption of a budget that includes estimated revenue from a new fee or the increase of an 

existing fee requires a separate vote of the governing body to ratify the use of that revenue, and 

the vote is in addition to and separate from the vote to adopt the budget or a vote to adopt or 

increase the fee; (5) provide that a city’s adopted budget contain a cover page that includes, if 

applicable, the following statement in 18-point or larger type: “This budget includes estimated 

revenue from the following new or increased fees: (include a description of each new or 

increased fee, the dollar amount of each new fee, and the dollar amount of and percentage of 

increase of each increased fee).” (Companion bill is S.B. 737 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 1571 (Paddie) – Energy Savings Performance Contracts: would expand the definition of 

“energy savings” to include the estimated amount of avoided expected future operating and 

maintenance costs for purposes of a local government entering into an energy savings 

performance contracts.  

 

H.B. 1572 (Workman) – Tree Removal Regulations:  would:  (1) prohibit a city, county, or 

other political subdivision from enacting or enforcing an ordinance or other regulation that 

restricts the ability of a property owner to remove a tree or vegetation on the owner’s property 

that the owner believes poses a risk of fire to a structure on the property or on adjacent property, 

including a regulation that requires the owner to file an affidavit or notice of removal;  (2) except 

from the prohibition in (1) the enforcement of an ordinance or other regulation on property being 

developed under a city permit; (3) except from the prohibition in (1) the enforcement of an 

ordinance or other regulation that:  (a) restricts the ability of a property owner to remove a tree 

eight inches or larger and four and a half feet above the ground, except that no restrictions may 

be made on the ability to remove mesquite, juniper, salt cedar, or hackberry trees; or (b) is 

designed to mitigate certain tree-borne diseases; (4) provide that the bill doesn’t apply to a city 

whose extraterritorial jurisdiction is immediately adjacent to or includes all or part of a federal 

military installation in active use as of September 1, 2017; (5) prohibit a property owners’ 

association from including or enforcing a provision in a dedicatory instrument that restricts the 

ability of a property owner to remove a tree or vegetation on the owner’s property that the owner 

believes poses a risk of fire to a structure on the property or on adjacent property, including a 

regulation that requires the owner to file an affidavit or notice of removal; and (6) except from 
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the prohibition in (5): (a) a provision in a dedicatory instrument designed to mitigate certain tree-

borne disease; and (b) an area of an owner’s property that is in a specified drainage or 

conservation easement shown on a recorded plat.  

 

H.B. 1587 (Lozano) – Windstorm Insurance: would modify the procedures to appeal a 

decision of the Texas Department of Insurance regarding the issuance of certain certificates of 

compliance under the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association Act. 

 

S.B. 701 (Huffines) – Local Debt: would require an election for the issuance of bonds to be held 

on the November uniform election date.  

 

S.B. 702 (Huffines) – Local Debt: would provide that an election held by a political subdivision 

to authorize the issuance of bonds has no effect unless at least 33 percent of the registered voters 

of the political subdivision vote in the election. 

 

S.B. 721 (Perry) – Zoos and Aquariums:  this bill is the same as H.B. 1375, above. 

 

S.B. 737 (Hancock) – City Fees: this bill is the same as H.B. 1557, above.   

 

S.B. 744 (Kolkhorst) – Tree Mitigation Fees:  would:  (1) require a city that imposes a tree 

mitigation fee (a fee for tree removal necessary for development or construction on a person’s 

property) to allow that person to apply for a credit for tree planting to offset the amount of the 

fee; (2) provide that an application for a tree planting credit be in the form and manner 

prescribed by the city, and require that the tree must be planted on property located in the city 

either owned by the person or mutually agreed upon by the city and the person; and (3) require 

that the amount of a tree planting credit be applied in the same manner as the tree mitigation fee 

assessed against the person and ,if the amount of the tree mitigation fee is based on the size of 

tree being removed, the amount of credit must be based on at least 60 percent of the projected 

size of the planted tree at full maturity. 

 

S.B. 753 (Perry) – Financial Accounting and Reporting Requirements: would, among other 

things, repeal the state law governing financial accounting and reporting standards for the state 

and political subdivisions of the state. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 1436 (Wu) – Open Containers:  would provide that the definition of “open container” is 

amended to mean a bottle, can, or other receptacle that contains any amount of alcoholic 

beverage other than a receptacle that is factory-sealed by the manufacturer of the alcoholic 

beverage. 

 
H.B. 1441 (Wu) – Court Costs and Fines: would: (1) require a municipal court judge to permit 

a defendant to choose to discharge all or part of the defendant’s fine or court costs by performing 

community service, if the judge determines that the defendant has insufficient resources or 

income to pay; and (2) prohibit a municipal court judge from allowing a defendant to voluntarily 
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discharge a fine or costs through confinement in jail, unless the amount of fine and costs that 

remains unpaid is $100 or less.  

 

H.B. 1443 (Wu) – Notice to Appear: would add the following offenses to the Transportation 

Code requirement that a police officer issue a defendant a written notice to appear: (1) driving 

with an expired driver’s license, (2) failure to obey a traffic-control signal, (3) failure to stop at a 

stop sign, (4) failure to signal a lane change, and (5) operating a vehicle without insurance.  

 

H.B. 1464 (Moody) – Court Costs: would: (1) define “indigent” as an individual who earns not 

more than 125 percent of the income standard established by federal poverty guidelines; and (2) 

require a municipal court judge to waive all court costs imposed on an indigent defendant.  

 

H.B. 1487 (Smithee) – Municipal Court Security: would require: (1) a municipal court judge 

to establish a court security committee composed of: (a) the presiding municipal judge or judge’s 

designee; (b) a representative of a law enforcement agency or entity that provides security for the 

court; (c) a representative of the city; and (d) any other person that the committee determines 

necessary to assist the committee; (2) the committee to establish the policies and procedures 

necessary to provide adequate security to the municipal court; (3) the Texas Commission on Law 

Enforcement to develop a model court security curriculum and training program; (4) a person 

serving as a court security officer for a municipal court to complete the TCOLE required 

training; and (5) the court security officer to obtain the required court security certification 

within one year of beginning service as a court security officer. (Companion is S.B. 42 by 

Zaffirini.) 

 

H.B. 1532 (Farrar) – Self-Help Resources: would require a municipal court clerk to: (1) post 

on the municipal court’s Internet website a link to self-help resources and the Lawyer Referral 

and Information Service of the State Bar of Texas; and (2) display a sign with self-help and legal 

aid resources in the clerk’s office in a location frequently accessed by the public. (This bill is 

similar to H.B. 1027 by Hernandez.)  

 

H.B. 1588 (Lozano) – Jury Service:  would provide that a person can be exempt from jury 

service if the person is a firefighter, including a fire chief, who is a permanent, paid employee of 

the fire department of a city or county or of a special district or authority firefighting services or 

a police officer, including a police chief, who is a permanent, paid employee of the police 

department of a city or county. 

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 1427 (Fallon) – Zoning: would provide that a city may enforcing its zoning or other land 

use regulations, including a specific use permit requirement, against an electric cooperative so 

long as the regulation does not: (1) operate to exclude the electric cooperative from the city; or 

(2) directly conflict with a certification granted by the Public Utility Commission. 

 

H.B. 1449 (Simmons) – New Construction Fees:  would: (1) prohibit a political subdivision 

from adopting or enforcing an ordinance, order, policy or other measure that imposes, directly or 



17 
 

indirectly, a fee or other charge on new construction for the purposes of offsetting the cost or rent 

of any unit of residential housing; and (2) except from (1) a fee for granting an exemption or 

waiver from a zoning-related height restriction on a structure.  

 

H.B. 1562 (Minjarez) – County Zoning Authority: would apply to a county with a population 

of 100,000 or more or a county that contains part of a metropolitan statistical area with a total 

population greater than 100,000 and, among other things: (1) provide that the commissioners 

court of such a county may adopt a zoning ordinance, not inconsistent with state law, that applies 

only to the unincorporated area of the county; and (2) an ordinance in (1) may be adopted only 

after a local option election in favor of the ordinance has been conducted.   

 

S.B. 715 (Campbell) – Annexation:   would completely rewrite the Municipal Annexation Act 

to severely curtail the ability of cities to annex property. Specifically, the bill would provide – 

among many other things – that:  

  

1. A city may annex an area with a population of less than 200 only if the city obtains 

consent to annex the area through a petition signed by: (a) more than 50 percent of the 

registered voters of the area; and (b) if the registered voters of the area do not own more 

than 50 percent of the land in the area, more than 50 percent of the owners of land in the 

area. 

2. In no case may a city annex an area with a population of less than 200 without approval 

of a majority of the voters voting at an election called and held for that purpose if a 

petition protesting the annexation is signed by a number of registered voters of the 

municipality equal to at least 50 percent of the number of voters who voted in the most 

recent municipal election and is received by the secretary of the city. 

3. A city may annex an area with a population of 200 or more only if the following 

conditions are met, as applicable: (a) the city holds an election in the area proposed to be 

annexed at which the qualified voters of the area may vote on the question of the 

annexation, and a majority of the votes received at the election approve the annexation; 

and (b) if the registered voters of the area do not own more than 50 percent of the land in 

the area, the city obtains consent to annex the area through a petition signed by more than 

50 percent of the owners of land in the area. 

4. A city may annex an area if each owner of land in the area requests the annexation if: (a) 

the governing body of the city first negotiates and enters into a written agreement for the 

provision of services in the area with the owners of land in the area (the city is not 

required to provide a service that is not included in the agreement); and (b) the governing 

body of the city conducts at least two public hearings (the hearings must be conducted 

not less than 10 business days apart, and during the final public hearing, the governing 

body may adopt an ordinance annexing the area). 

5. Beginning September 1, 2017, a city may not annex an area for the limited purposes of 

applying its planning, zoning, health, and safety ordinances in the area, regardless of any 

authority granted by a home rule charter. 

6. The procedures for the annexation of a special district are modified, including providing 

that, beginning September 1, 2017, a strategic partnership agreement may not provide for 

limited purpose annexation. 
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S.B. 723 (Miles) – Community Development Grocery Store: would establish a community 

development grocery store and healthy corner store revolving loan fund program. (Companion is 

H.B. 1047 by Thierry.) 

 

S.B. 740 (Kolkhorst) – Eminent Domain: would provide that: (1) an entity with eminent 

domain authority shall disclose to a property owner any new, amended, or updated appraisal 

report produced or acquired by or on behalf of the entity after making the initial offer and used in 

determining the entity ’s opinion of value; (2) a disclosure required by (1) must be made not later 

than the earlier of the 10th day after the date the entity receives the appraisal report or the third 

business day before the date of a special commissioner’s hearing if the appraisal report is to be 

used at the hearing; (3) an easement acquired for pipeline or electric transmission right-of-way 

must include detailed requirements; (4) there is a prohibition against any use of the property 

being conveyed, other than a use stated in the instrument, without the express written consent of 

the property owner; (5) a covenant be included that the entity will indemnify and hold the 

property owner harmless against any claim brought against the property owner arising out of or 

relating to the use of condemned property by the entity or the entity’s agents or contractors; (6) a 

covenant must be included that the entity will secure and keep in full force and effect at all times 

while the entity continues to use the condemned property a policy or policies of liability 

insurance that meet certain requirements; (6) if the amount of damages awarded by the special 

commissioners is at least 20 percent greater than the amount of the condemnor’s final offer or if 

the commissioners’ award is appealed and a court awards damages in an amount that is at least 

20 percent greater than the amount of the condemnor’s final offer, the condemnor shall pay all 

costs and any reasonable attorney’s fees and other professional fees incurred by the property 

owner in connection with the eminent domain proceeding; and (7) property tax due on property 

that a city has occupied through eminent domain is reduced. 

 

S.B. 741 (Kolkhorst) – Eminent Domain: would provide that: (1) a bona fide offer may include 

compensation to the property owner in the form of a royalty or percentage of the net profits 

generated from the project necessitating the acquisition; (2) special commissioners shall admit 

evidence on the value of any compensation that the condemning entity has offered the property 

owner in connection with the proposed condemnation; and (3) the special commissioners may 

admit evidence on the price paid for pipeline or power line rights-of-way in privately negotiated 

transactions made in the absence of a potential, actual, or threatened condemnation. 

 

S.B. 742 (Kolkhorst) – Eminent Domain: would provide: (1) detailed requirements that an 

easement acquired for pipeline or electric transmission right-of-way must include; (2) for a 

prohibition against any use of the property being conveyed, other than a use stated in the 

instrument, without the express written consent of the property owner; (3) for a covenant that the 

entity will indemnify and hold the property owner harmless against any claim brought against the 

property owner arising out of or relating to the use of condemned property by the entity or the 

entity ’s agents or contractors; and (4) for a covenant that the entity will secure and keep in full 

force and effect at all times while the entity continues to use the condemned property a policy or 

policies of liability insurance that meet certain requirements. 

 

S.B. 751 (Campbell) – Military Base Realignment and Closure Task Force: would provide 

that any information written, produced, collected, assembled, or maintained by the Military Base 
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Realignment and Closure Task Force is confidential and exempt from disclosure under the 

Public Information Act.   

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 1453 (G. Bonnen) – E-verify:  would:  (1) require state contractors to participate in the 

federal electronic verification of employment  authorization program (E-verify); (2) prohibit an 

employer from knowingly employing a person not lawfully present in the United States; (3) 

create a Texas Workforce Commission complaint and license suspension process, including for 

city licenses, for employers who violate (2); and (4) require political subdivisions, including 

cities, to register and participate in the E-verify program for all new employees. 

 

H.B. 1477 (Walle) – Workers’ Compensation: would: (1) require construction contractors and 

subcontractors to provide workers’ compensation insurance coverage for each of their 

employees; (2) require a contractor to provide certification of coverage of its and any 

subcontractor’s employees to the governmental entity; and (3) provide that, if the contractor 

enters into a contract with a governmental entity for a public project, the coverage must be 

satisfactory to the governing body of the governmental entity. 

 

H.B. 1502 (Murphy) – Local Retirement Systems:  would, among other things, provide that 

certain city-specific retirement plans that were created under a state statute, but are not a part of a 

statewide public retirement system, may adopt by ordinance or resolution provisions that 

prospectively supplement or supersede the operative provisions of the public retirement system.  

The affected systems are as follows:  (1) the City of Austin Employees’ Retirement System; (2) 

the Austin Fire Fighters Relief and Retirement Fund; (3) the Austin Police Retirement System; 

(4) the Dallas Police and Fire Pension System; (5) the El Paso Firemen and Policemen’s Pension; 

(6) the Fort Worth Employees’ Retirement Fund; (7) the Galveston Employees’ Retirement Plan 

for Police; (8) the Houston Firefighters’ Relief and Retirement Fund; (9) the Houston Municipal 

Employees Pension System; (10) the Houston Police Officers’ Pension System; and (11) the San 

Antonio Fire and Police Pension Fund. 

 

H.B. 1534 (Farrar) – Employment Classification: would: (1) provide, with certain exceptions, 

that a person commits a discriminatory practice in violation of law if the person, because of 

sexual orientation or gender identity or expression of an individual, denies the individual full and 

equal accommodation in a place of public accommodation or otherwise discriminates against or 

segregates the individual based on sexual orientation or gender identity or expression; (2) 

authorize a person aggrieved because of a violation of law described in (1), above, to file a civil 

action in district court; and (3) add sexual orientation and gender identity or expression as a 

protected class in existing state anti-discrimination provisions. (Companion bill is S.B. 165 by 

Rodriguez.)  

 

 

Public Safety 
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H.B. 1372 (Koop) – Traffic Stops:  would provide that: (1) the Texas Education Commission 

by rule, in consultation with the Department of Public Safety, shall require that information 

relating to law enforcement procedures for traffic stops be included in the curriculum of each 

driver education course and driving safety course; and (2) the curriculum must include a 

demonstration of the proper actions to be taken during a traffic stop and information regarding 

appropriate interactions with law enforcement. 

 

H.B. 1383 (Alvarado) – Evidence Database: would create a statewide electronic tracking 

system to track the location and status of each item of evidence collected in relation to a sexual 

assault or other sex offense case through the criminal justice process.  

 

H.B. 1392 (S. Thompson) – Asset Forfeiture: would prohibit a law enforcement agency from 

using an “electronic recovery and access to data prepaid card reader” to seize from a stored value 

card or a depository account funds that are subject to forfeiture unless the seizure is authorized 

by a search or seizure warrant.  (Companion bill is S.B. 480 by Burton.) 

 

H.B. 1401 (Zedler) – Red Light Cameras: would prohibit the county assessor-collector and 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles from refusing to register a motor vehicle that is delinquent 

in the payment of a civil penalty for a red light camera offense.  

 

H.B. 1407 (Sheffield) – Emergency Medical Services:  would require the Department of State 

Health Services to establish an emergency medical services assistance program to provide 

financial and educational assistance to eligible emergency medical services providers. 

 

H.B. 1411 (Turner) – E-Cigarettes:  would: (1) impose a state-only sales and use tax on vapor 

products of five cents per each milliliter sold; (2) provide that the revenue from the tax be used to 

fund Health and Human Services Department grants for law enforcement mental health staff.   

 

H.B. 1424 (Murphy) – Drones: would: (1) with certain exceptions, make it an offense to 

operate a drone over or near a corrections facility, including a municipal jail; (2) make it a crime 

to operate a drone over certain sports venues in certain circumstances. 

 

H.B. 1468 (S. Thompson) – Artificial Swimming Lagoons: would: (1) add “artificial 

swimming lagoon” to the Health and Safety Code regulations governing swimming pools; (2) 

define “artificial swimming lagoon” as an artificial body of water open to the public for 

recreational purposes with more than 20,000 square feet of surface area, an artificial liner, and a 

disinfection system; and (3) allow a city to require a permit and inspect an artificial swimming 

lagoon. (Companion bill is S.B. 733 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 1503 (Frullo) – Child Abductions:  would provide that: (1) a local law enforcement 

agency, on receiving a report of an attempted child abduction, shall as soon as practicable, but 

not later than eight hours after receiving the report, provide any relevant information regarding 

the attempted child abduction to the missing children and missing person information 

clearinghouse (Clearinghouse); (2) information not immediately available shall be obtained by 

the agency and entered into the Clearinghouse as a supplement to the original entry as soon as 
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possible; and (3) repeals the section that gives local law enforcement eight hours to give 

information on an attempted child abduction. 

 
H.B. 1510 (Isaac) – Emergency Services Districts: would: (1) provide that the Texas 

Commission on Fire Protection may provide: (a) to emergency services districts, technical 

assistance on the request of the district; (b) to fire departments in rural areas, information relating 

to assistance programs offered to rural volunteer firefighters; and (c) to rural homeowners, 

information relating to the benefits of volunteer fire departments; (2) provide that the Department 

of State Health Services shall serve as a resource to provide interested rural communities with: (a) 

general information about emergency services districts; and (b) information and training related to 

the establishment of an emergency services district; and (3) provide that an emergency services 

district shall file its annual report with the Department of State Health Services instead of the 

Texas Department of Rural Affairs.  

 

H.B. 1517 (Leach) – Criminal Procedure: would provide that: (1) a prosecutor may designate 

one person who is an officer or employee of a party that is not a natural person to serve as the 

state’s courtroom representative during a criminal proceeding; and (2) if a law enforcement 

officer is so designated, he or she may not wear a law enforcement uniform or badge while 

serving as the representative. 

 

H.B. 1535 (Farrar) – Pesticide: would require the Department of Agriculture to prohibit the 

application of a neonicotinoid pesticide to the right-of-way of a public road or highway.  

 

H.B. 1546 (Oliveira) – Border Security:  would provide that: (1) the Department of Public 

Safety (DPS), Parks and Wildlife Department and state military forces that have officers 

assigned to one or more counties along the Texas-Mexico border must be certified regarding 

appropriate training, including academy and in-service training, in various subjects, including 

immigration law, use of force, social and cultural sensitivity towards border communities, 

language and cultural awareness, best practices in community policing and civil and human 

rights, response to grievances, and referral of complaints and identification of and response to 

vulnerable populations; (2) DPS shall appoint an ombudsman for border operations-related 

concerns that: (a) will report to the director of DPS; (b) receive and resolve complaints from 

individuals and employers; and (c) assist in resolving problems with the border operations 

components of DPS; and (3) DPS shall develop and implement performance measures as part of 

the DPS’s review of its border operations and make an annual report to the legislature regarding 

the impact of DPS’s border operations on the protection of due process, the civil and human 

rights or border residents and visitors, the private property rights of landowners, and the 

economies of cities and counties along the Texas-Mexico border. 

 

H.B. 1574 (Wilson) – Arrest without Warrant: would require a police officer to prepare and 

file an affidavit with the magistrate before an individual arrested without a warrant is taken 

before the magistrate (Companion bill is S.B. 630 by Buckingham.) 

 

H.B. 1598 (Martinez) – Disaster Identification System:  would:  (1) in an area subject to a 

declaration of a state of disaster, allow a person to use an illuminated display to communicate 

with disaster relief personnel whether the person is healthy or in need of medical assistance; (2) 
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require a person who elects to participate in the disaster identification system to affix to each 

individual and domesticated animal in the person’s household an illuminated display, the color of 

which correlates to the person’s age, disability, and whether it is a person or animal; (3) 

authorize disaster relief personnel to patrol a designated disaster area by air or ground at night to 

locate persons with activated illuminated displays; and (4) allow the use of a disaster 

identification system to be included in the state emergency management plan. 

 

S.B. 733 (Hancock) – Artificial Swimming Lagoons: this bill is the same as H.B. 1468, above.   

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 100 (Paddie) – Transportation Network Companies: would preempt a city’s authority to 

regulate transportation network companies (TNCs). Specifically, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. TNC drivers are not common, contract, or motor carriers;  

2. the regulation of TNCs is an exclusive power and function of the State of Texas;  

3. a city is prohibited from, in relation to a TNC: (a) imposing a tax; (b) requiring an 

additional license of permit; (c) setting rates; (d) imposing operational or entry 

requirements, or (e) imposing other requirements; 

4. an airport owner or operator may impose regulations on a TNC; 

5. a person may not operate a TNC without a permit; 

6. the permit shall be issued by the Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation for a fee 

of $5,000; 

7. TNCs and their drivers must have state-mandated insurance coverage; 

8. passengers may consent to sharing a digitally prearranged ride; 

9. a TNC must disclose to passengers the fare calculation method and provide an option to 

receive an estimated fare;  

10. a TNC must provide the driver’s first name and picture, the make, model, and license 

plate number of the driver’s vehicle before a passenger enters a vehicle; 

11. a driver is prohibited from receiving payment other than through the digital network; 

12. a receipt must be provided to the passenger;  

13. a TNC must implement an intoxicating substance policy that prohibits a driver from any 

amount of intoxication; 

14. certain requirements on driver eligibility and vehicles are mandated;  

15. a TNC must conduct a local, state, and national criminal background check that includes 

the use of: (a) a commercial multistate and multijurisdiction criminal records locator, and 

(b) the national sex offender registry database; 

16. a TNC must obtain and review a potential driver’s driving record; 

17. an individual is prohibited from operating as a driver on the company’s digital network, if 

the individual: (a) has been convicted of more than three moving violations in the last 

three years; (b) has been convicted of fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, 

reckless driving, or driving without a valid driver’s license in the last three years; or (c) 

has been convicted of driving while intoxicated, fraud, theft, or terrorism in the last seven 

years; 
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18. a driver logged in to a digital network is prohibited from soliciting or providing rides 

other than through the digital network;  

19. a TNC must adopt a nondiscrimination policy; and 

20. any records disclosed to a public entity by a TNC are not subject to disclosure under the 

Public Information Act.   

 

H.B. 1518 (Leach) – Transportation Funding:   would provide that the legislature may not 

appropriate money deposited to the credit of the state highway fund to construct, maintain, or 

acquire rights-of-way for a toll project or system.  (See H.J.R. 65, below.)(Companion bill is 

S.B. 639 by Huffines.) 
 

H.J.R. 65 (Leach) – Transportation Funding:   would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that the state may not issue bonds or use vehicle registration or gas tax revenue to pay 

for the construction of toll roads.  (See H.B. 1518, above.)(Companion bill is S.J.R. 35 by 

Huffines.) 

 

S.B. 684 (Seliger) – Utility and All-Terrain Vehicles:  would authorize a local authority to 

allow and regulate the operation of a utility vehicle and an all-terrain vehicle on all or part of a 

public roadway in the jurisdiction of the authority. 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 1475 (Y. Davis) – Electric Service: would, among other things, provide that: (1) a person 

who is not a customer of a retail electric provider at an address may not discontinue the service 

provided by the retail electric provider at that address and initiate service with a different retail 

electric provider at that address unless the customer for that address consents; (2) a person who 

violates (1) commits a Class C misdemeanor; and (3) a retail electric provider may not initiate 

service for a customer at an address unless it has determined that no other retail electric provider 

is currently providing service for a different customer at that address. 

 

H.B. 1493 (M. Gonzalez) – Pipelines: would require a person seeking to construct a pipeline in 

a city or a city’s extraterritorial jurisdiction to hold at least one public meeting in the city before 

beginning construction.  

 

H.B. 1519 (M. Gonzalez) – Natural Gas Pipelines: would provide that a person seeking to 

construct a natural gas pipeline may not begin construction of the pipeline unless the person first 

performs an analysis to identify and assess potential impacts on the natural and human 

environment that could result from the construction and operation of the pipeline and submits the 

analysis to the Texas Railroad Commission in writing. 

 

H.B. 1536 (Farrar) – Stormwater: would require the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality to study the installation and use of green stormwater infrastructure in Texas.  
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H.B. 1573 (Price) – Water Loss Audits: would require the Texas Water Development Board to 

implement rules requiring city water loss audits to be completed by a person trained to conduct 

water loss audits 

 

H.B. 1584 (T. King) – Solid Waste Collection: would authorize a county to regulate solid waste 

collection, handling, storage, and disposal in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of a city, regardless 

of whether the city consents to the regulation. 

 

S.B. 735 (Hancock) – Electric Rate Adjustments: would, among other things, provide that the 

Public Utility Commission shall adopt rules establishing rate adjustments, on a periodic basis 

determined by the commission, to reflect changed transmission cost for: (1) depreciation; (2) 

plant retirement; and (3) other factors that reduce rates. 

 

S.B. 746 (Kolkhorst) – Grease Trap Waste: would prohibit the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality from issuing a permit, registration, or other authorization for land 

application of grit or grease trap waste. (Note: This would not apply to a permit issue to an entity 

for the disposal of grit or grease trap waste at a municipal solid waste landfill.) 

 

S.B. 747 (Kolkhorst) – Commercial Surface Disposal Facility: would prohibit the Railroad 

Commission from approving an application for a facility that provides surface disposal of oil 

field fluids or oil and gas waste, if any part of the site of the facility is located less than five miles 

from the corporate boundaries of a city.  

 

S.B. 758 (Menendez) – Bill Payment Assistance: would remove the requirement that an 

individual must have been threatened with disconnection of service for nonpayment of bills in 

order to qualify for utility bill payment assistance funded from the first lien against the revenue 

of a city owned utility. (Note: this bill applies to cities with a population of more than one 

million but less than two million.)   
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Texas Association of Realtors: 

Should Be Friend, Not Foe, on Revenue Caps 
 

Imposing a statewide cap on city budgets will harm public safety, job creation, and transportation 

funding and will not provide any meaningful tax relief for Texans.  That’s why Realtors should 

be adamantly opposed to the idea. 

 

That makes it inconceivable that one of the most outspoken groups supporting revenue cap 

legislation this session is the Texas Association of Realtors (TAR). In their Legislative Priorities 

for the 85
th

 Texas Legislature, they highlight the local tax-rate setting process as a priority.  

Specifically, they advocate for a reduction of cities’ rollback tax rates with automatic tax 

ratification elections if the rollback rate is exceeded (e.g., a revenue cap) and changes to the 

calculation of local tax rates.  

 

TAR claims that revenue caps are necessary because property tax increases threaten housing 

affordability. The truth is that revenue caps would do nothing to make housing more affordable. 

The most recent property tax data from the comptroller shows that if the four percent revenue 

cap in S.B. 2 passed, city taxpayers in nearly 60 percent of cities would see no tax relief 

whatsoever. In the remaining cities, the average homeowner could potentially see some nominal 

tax savings of $3 to $5 per month in some future year. Based on these facts, it is fair to say that 

passing revenue cap legislation wouldn’t move the needle on housing affordability one bit.  

 

https://www.tml.org/p/REALTORS%20TAR%20LEGISLATIVE%20AGENDA%2085th%20SESSION%20.pdf
https://www.tml.org/p/REALTORS%20TAR%20LEGISLATIVE%20AGENDA%2085th%20SESSION%20.pdf
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Recent U.S. Census data shows that Texas leads the nation in population growth. People 

continue to move to Texas, following jobs and the sense of community that the Lone Star State 

has to offer. And the roughly 1,400 people being added to the Texas population every day aren’t 

living in rural areas.  The vast majority are moving to Texas cities. Six of the 13 fastest growing 

cities in the nation are in Texas and half of the 10 cities with the largest numerical population 

gains are in Texas. People move to Texas and buy houses in Texas cities, in large part, because 

of the high quality of life our cities have to offer. It should come as no surprise that maintaining 

attractive cities and neighborhoods comes with a justifiable cost.  

 

Of all groups, TAR should understand that. Interestingly, based on their Legislative Priorities 

document, it appears that they do (at least to some extent). In the document, TAR highlights the 

need to pay for underfunded transportation infrastructure because “poor infrastructure limits 

Texans’ viable housing options and decreases quality of life.”  

 

That statement makes it unbelievable that TAR supports revenue caps elsewhere in the same 

document. Texas cities build and maintain thousands of miles of city streets each year.  

Moreover, as reported in previous issues of the Legislative Update, Texas cities pay more than 

$100 million in cash and much more in right-of-way donations and in-kind services each year in 

“local participation” costs supporting state highways.  

 

If revenue cap legislation were to pass, the accompanying constraints on a city’s budget would 

significantly limit what some cities can spend on transportation infrastructure, whether it be city 

streets or state highways. The impact of less money spent on transportation during a population 

boom is readily apparent – increased gridlock and less-appealing neighborhoods for prospective 

Texas homebuyers. In other words, the TAR revenue cap “solution” would actually worsen the 

very same infrastructure problems highlighted elsewhere on their list of problems that need 

solving.  

 

The harmful impact of revenue caps on Realtors isn’t limited to reduced funding for 

transportation. Restricting the ability of cities to pay for other essential city services – from parks 

and libraries to public safety and economic development – would clearly harm the real estate 

industry across the state.  

 

Take public safety spending, for example. For most cities, public safety makes up a majority of a 

city’s overall budget, upwards of 70 percent in some cities. Less revenue for police, fire, and 

emergency services personnel and equipment makes it difficult to maintain those public safety 

services at the level Texas residents expect when they decide to live and raise families in our 

local communities. It’s difficult to imagine a scenario where less support for public safety 

benefits any Realtor, much less any Texan.  

 

The real estate industry also benefits from city economic development initiatives. Many cities 

budget for economic development incentives like property tax abatements and Chapter 380 

economic development agreements. These incentives play a critical role in both attracting jobs 

and development to local communities (thus keeping Realtors quite busy), and in growing the 

local tax base (thus lowering actual city tax rates on homeowners). If the Texas Legislature caps 

city economic development budgets, Texas would lose high-paying jobs to other states. One side 

https://www.tml.org/legis_updates/legis_update020113a_reverse_intergovernmental_aide
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effect of losing jobs would be a lower demand for housing development in local communities 

across the state.   

 

Despite the evidence to the contrary, it remains clear that Texas Association of Realtors 

continues to espouse that revenue caps will somehow make housing more attractive or 

affordable. What isn’t clear is whether they fully understand how revenue caps actually work, or 

what effect they would have on their commission-based profession. 

 

The League encourages city officials to reach out to local Realtors in their communities to let 

them know the true impact of revenue caps on the real estate industry.  

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 1632 (G. Bonnen) – Property Tax Deferral: would provide that: (1) an eligible person 

serving on active duty in any branch of the United States armed forces, regardless of whether the 

person is serving during a war or national emergency declared in accordance with federal law, 

may pay delinquent property taxes on property in which the person owns any interest without 

penalty or interest no later than the 60
th

 day after the date on which the earliest of the following 

occurs: (a) the person is discharged from active military service; (b) the person returns to the 

state for more than 10 days; or (c) the person returns to non-active duty status in the reserves; 

and (2) a delinquent tax for which a person defers payment under (1) that is not paid on or before 

the date the deferral period prescribed by (1) expires: (a) accrues interest at a rate of six percent 

for each year or portion of a year the tax remains unpaid; and (b) does not incur a penalty. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 771 by Creighton.) 

 

H.B. 1634 (G. Bonnen) – Property Tax Penalties and Interest: would authorize the governing 

body of a taxing unit to waive penalties and interest on a delinquent tax if: (1) the property for 

which the tax is owed is subject to a mortgage; (2) the tax bill was mailed or delivered by 

electronic means to the mortgagee of the property, but the mortgagee failed to mail a copy of the 

bill to the owner of the property; and (3) the taxpayer paid the tax not later than the 21
st
 day after 

the date the taxpayer knew or should have known of the delinquency. 

 

H.B. 1660 (Phelan) – Appraisal Review Board: would: (1) authorize the appraisal review 

board, on motion of the chief appraiser or a property owner, to direct by written order changes in 

the appraisal roll or related records as provided by (2); and (2) authorize the appraisal review 

board to order the appraised value of the owner’s property in the current tax year and either of 

the two preceding tax years to be changed to the sales price of the property in the current tax year 

if, for each tax year for which the change is to be made: (a) the property qualifies as that owner’s 

residence homestead; (b) the sales price of the property is at least ten percent less than the 

appraised value of the property; and (c) the board makes a finding that the sales price reflects the 

market value of the property. 
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H.B. 1662 (Phelan) – Property Tax Appraisal: would repeal the additional property taxes 

imposed as a result of certain changes in the use of agricultural land, open-space land, and timber 

land. (See H.J.R. 68, below.)    

 

H.B. 1679 (Schofield) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that an individual is entitled 

to exemption from taxation by a school district of $25,000 of the appraised value of the 

individual’s residence homestead or 13 percent of the appraised value of the individual’s 

residence homestead, whichever is greater. (See H.J.R. 69, below.) 

 

H.B. 1696 (Blanco) – Property Tax Exemption: would, among other things, provide that a 

disabled veteran is entitled to an exemption from property taxation of the following applicable 

percentage of the assessed value of a property the veteran owns and designates for the 

exemption: (1) 7.91 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at least 10 percent but less 

than 30 percent; (2) 11.86 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at least 30 percent 

but less than 50 percent; (3) 15.82 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at least 50 

percent but less than 70 percent; or (4) 18.98 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at 

least 70 percent. (See H.J.R. 70, below.) 

 

H.B. 1719 (E. Thompson) – Tax Assessor-Collector: would require that a county assessor-

collector successfully complete at least 40 hours of continuing education courses on the 

assessment and collection of property taxes, including a course dedicated to Chapter 26 of the 

Tax Code, not later than the first anniversary of the date on which the county assessor-collector 

first takes office. 

 

H.B. 1772 (Swanson) – Property Tax Exemption: would: (1) provide that an individual is 

entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of the individual’s residence 

homestead if the individual is 75 years of age or older; and (2) provide that the surviving spouse 

of an individual who qualified for an exemption under (1) is entitled to an exemption from 

taxation of the total appraised value of the same property to which the deceased spouse’s 

exemption applied if: (a) the deceased spouse died in a year in which the deceased spouse 

qualified for the exemption; (b) the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when the 

deceased spouse died; and (c) the property was the residence homestead of the surviving spouse 

when the deceased spouse died and remains the residence homestead of the surviving spouse. 

 

H.B. 1782 (Faircloth) – Property Tax Installments: would provide that: (1) a person may pay 

a taxing unit’s taxes imposed on property that the person owns in four equal installments without 

penalty or interest if the first installment is paid before the delinquency date and is accompanied 

by notice to the taxing unit that the person will pay the remaining taxes in three equal 

installments; (2) if the delinquency date is February 1, the second installment must be paid 

before April 1, the third installment must be paid before June 1, and the fourth installment must 

be paid before August 1; (3) if the delinquency date is a date other than February 1, the second 

installment must be paid before the first day of the second month after the delinquency date, the 

third installment must be paid before the first day of the fourth month after the delinquency date, 

and the fourth installment must be paid before the first of the sixth month after the delinquency 

date; and (4) notwithstanding the deadline in (1) for the payment of the first installment, a person 
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may pay the taxes in four equal installments as provided by (1) if the first installment is paid and 

the required notice is provided before the first day of the first month after the delinquency date.  

 

H.B. 1783 (Faircloth) – Property Tax Appraisal: would amend the amount of arbitration 

deposits and arbitration fees charged in appeals of appraisal review board orders. 

 

H.J.R. 68 (Phelan) – Property Tax Appraisal: would amend the Texas Constitution to repeal 

the provision which subjects land designated for agricultural use to an additional tax when the 

land is sold or diverted to a purpose other than agricultural use. (See H.B. 1662, above.)  

 

H.J.R. 69 (Schofield) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that an individual is entitled to exemption from taxation by a school district of $25,000 

of the appraised value of the individual’s residence homestead or 13 percent of the appraised 

value of the individual’s residence homestead, whichever is greater. (See H.B. 1679, above.) 

 

H.J.R. 70 (Blanco) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that a disabled veteran is entitled to an exemption from property taxation of the 

following applicable percentage of the assessed value of a property the veteran owns and 

designates for the exemption: (1) 7.91 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at least 

10 percent but less than 30 percent; (2) 11.86 percent for a veteran having a disability rating of at 

least 30 percent but less than 50 percent; (3) 15.82 percent for a veteran having a disability rating 

of at least 50 percent but less than 70 percent; or (4) 18.98 percent for a veteran having a 

disability rating of at least 70 percent. (See H.B. 1696, above.)  

 

S.B. 771 (Creighton) – Property Tax Deferral: would provide that: (1) an eligible person 

serving on active duty in any branch of the United States armed forces, regardless of whether the 

person is serving during a war or national emergency declared in accordance with federal law, 

may pay delinquent property taxes on property in which the person owns any interest without 

penalty or interest no later than the 60
th

 day after the date on which the earliest of the following 

occurs: (a) the person is discharged from active military service; (b) the person returns to the 

state for more than 10 days; or (c) the person returns to non-active duty status in the reserves; 

and (2) a delinquent tax for which a person defers payment under (1) that is not paid on or before 

the date the deferral period prescribed by (1) expires: (a) accrues interest at a rate of six percent 

for each year or portion of a year the tax remains unpaid; and (b) does not incur a penalty. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 1632 by G. Bonnen.) 

 

S.B. 804 (V. Taylor) – Appraisal Review Board: would prohibit an individual from serving on 

an appraisal review board if the individual is related within the first degree by consanguinity or 

affinity to a member of the appraisal review board, including an auxiliary appraisal review board 

member. 

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 1682 (Bohac) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt from sales taxes goods and services 

related to the repair, remodeling, and maintenance of aircraft.  
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H.B. 1723 (Leach) – State Sales Tax: would establish a “state sales tax reduction fund” to be 

used for a state sales tax reduction of at least one-tenth of one percent for a period of not less 

than two consecutive days each year if sufficient balances in the fund are available. 

 

 

Purchasing 

 

S.B. 807 (Creighton) – Construction Contracts: would provide, with certain exceptions, that a 

provision in a construction contract or an agreement collateral to or affecting the construction 

contract that makes the dispute subject to another state’s law, litigation in the courts of another 

state, or arbitration in another state, is voidable by a party. 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 1661 (Phelan) – Candidate Withdrawal: would: (1) provide that the authority responsible 

for preparing the official election ballot may make a certification of unopposed status following 

the filing of a withdrawal request by a candidate after the deadline if: (a) the withdrawal request 

is valid except for the untimely filing; (b) ballots for the election have not been prepared; and (c) 

the conditions for certification are otherwise met; (2) require that a certification under (1) be 

delivered to the governing body of the political subdivision as soon as possible; and (3) provide 

that, if a candidate files a withdrawal request after the deadline and the candidate complies with 

each requirement except that the candidate’s filing to withdraw is untimely, the authority 

responsible for preparing the ballots may choose to omit the candidate from the ballot if the 

ballots have not been prepared at the time the candidate files the withdrawal request. 

 

H.B. 1681 (Miller) – Acceptance of Voter: would provide that a voter who provides an 

acceptable form of photo identification, but whose name is not on the list of registered voters for 

the precinct, may be accepted for provisional voting only. 

 

H.B. 1683 (Fallon) – Early Voting: would: (1) shorten the period for early voting by personal 

appearance on the November uniform election date to the 10
th

 day before election day through 

the fourth day before election day, except as otherwise provided by state law; (2) for an election 

ordered by a city, reduce the time that early voting by personal appearance at the main early 

voting place must be conducted to at least 12 hours on only one weekday (instead of 12 hours on 

two weekdays under certain circumstances); and (3) provide that the authority ordering an 

election may order early voting by personal appearance at the main early voting polling place to 

be conducted on a Saturday or Sunday during the early voting period. 

 

H.B. 1702 (Paul) – Early Voting by Mail: would provide that an early voting ballot application 

must include, for an application for a ballot to be voted by mail on the ground of age, the 

applicant’s date of birth.  

 

H.B. 1711 (Hefner) – Direct Recording Electronic Voting Machines: would: (1) prohibit the 

use of an electronic voting machine in an election unless the machine: (a) has been certified or 
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otherwise approved by means of qualification testing by a nationally recognized test laboratory; 

(b) meets certain voluntary standards developed and adopted by the Federal Election 

Commission, the Election Assistance Commission, or the National Institute of Standards and 

Technology; and (c) creates a contemporaneous auditable paper record copy of each electronic 

ballot that allows a voter to confirm the choices the voter made through both a visual and a non-

visual method; (2) require an election authority using electronic voting machines to submit: (a) at 

the request of the secretary of state, complete documentation relating to all hardware, software, 

and firmware components for the system, as well as all documents relating to the federal 

qualification process; (b) a physical security plan for the system to the secretary of state not later 

than 90 days before a system using electronic voting machines will be used in an election; and 

(c) a list of all changes and modifications to the system, a training plan, and a communication 

plan explaining how election officers at each polling place will communicate on election day to 

the secretary of state not later than 46 days before a system using electronic voting machines will 

be used in an election; and (3) provide notice of the penalties for tampering with an electronic 

voting machine in each language used at a polling place at which an electronic voting machine is 

used for voting. (Companion bill is S.B. 829 by Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 1735 (Faircloth) – Election Officers: would, among other things: (1) require a member of 

the early voting ballot board to repeat aloud a specific oath before performing any duties as a 

member; (2) provide that each member of the early voting ballot board shall be issued a form of 

identification, prescribed by the secretary of state, to be displayed by the member during the 

member’s hours of service on the board; (3) authorize a county elections officer who determines 

that a ballot was incorrectly rejected by the early voting ballot board before the time set for 

convening the canvassing authority to petition a district court for injunctive or other relief as the 

court determines appropriate; (4) require a central counting station officer to repeat a specific 

oath aloud before performing any duties as a member; and (5) provide that each election officer 

shall be issued a form of identification, prescribed by the secretary of state, to be displayed by 

the officer during the officer’s hours of service at the central counting station.  

 

H.B. 1736 (Faircloth) – Early Voting Records: would provide that: (1) an application for an 

annual ballot by mail is not available for public inspection before the first business day after the 

latest occurring election held by the authority to which the application was submitted in the 

calendar year for which the application was submitted; and (2) information on the roster for a 

person to whom an early voting mail ballot has been sent is not available for public inspection, 

except to the voter seeking to verify that the information pertaining to the voter is accurate, until 

the first business day after the election day of the latest occurring election for which the 

application is submitted. 

 

H.B. 1797 (Shaheen) – Voter Assistance: would provide that a person who assists an applicant 

in completing an early voting ballot application commits and offense if the person knowingly 

fails to formally acknowledge assisting the voter, regardless of whether the person assists in the 

presence of the applicant.  

 

S.B. 829 (Hughes) – Direct Recording Electronic Voting Machines: this bill is the same as 

H.B. 1711, above.   
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Open Government 

 

H.B. 1725 (Hernandez) – Public Information:  would provide that information contained in a 

citation issued for a violation of a state traffic law or local traffic ordinance is excepted from the 

disclosure under the Public Information Act if the information is the home address or personal 

telephone number of the person who is the subject of the citation. 

 

H.B. 1784 (Faircloth) – Open Meetings:  would provide that a person must bring any civil  

action to enforce the Open Meetings Act before the first anniversary of the date of the alleged 

violation. 

 

S.B. 843 (Perry) – Crime Victim Information:  would provide that an application for 

compensation under the Crime Victims Compensation Act (Act) and any information, document, 

summary, or other record provided to or received, maintained, or created by the attorney general 

under the Act is not subject to the disclosure under the Public Information Act and not subject to 

disclosure, discovery, subpoena, or other means of legal compulsion for release with a few 

exceptions. 

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 1610 (Kuempel) – City Contracts:  would amend vendor disclosure requirements adopted 

during the 2015 legislative session and reported on Form 1295 to: 

 

1. define an “interested party” to mean: (a)  for a corporation, either more than 50 percent, 

owned directly or indirectly, of the total combined voting power of all classes of stock of 

the corporation, or more than 50 percent, owned directly or indirectly, of the beneficial 

ownership interest in the voting stock of the corporation; (b) for a partnership, 

association, trust, or other entity other than a limited liability company, more than 50 

percent, owned directly or indirectly, of the capital, profits, or beneficial interest in the 

partnership, association, trust, or other entity; and (c) for a limited liability company, 

either more than 50 percent, owned directly or indirectly, of the total membership interest 

of the limited liability company or more than 50 percent, owned directly or indirectly, of 

the beneficial ownership interest in the membership interest of the limited liability 

company; 

2. provide that the disclosure requirement applies to a contract that a business entity enters 

or seeks to enter into with a governmental entity or state agency that: (a) requires an 

action or vote by the governing body before the contract may be signed; and (b) has a 

value of at least $10 million; 

3. prohibit a governmental entity or state agency from entering into a contract described in 

(2) with a business entity that does not have a disclosure of interested parties on file with 

the Texas Ethics Commission; and 

4. require a business entity to submit a disclosure of interested party form to the Texas 

Ethics Commission: (a) annually until expiration of the contract; and (b) not later than the 
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30th day after the date of any material change in the interested parties previously-

disclosed by the business entity. 

 

H.B. 1626 (Gutierrez) – Tax Increment Financing: would provide that an agreement to abate 

property taxes in a tax increment reinvestment zone does not need to be approved by the board of 

directors of the reinvestment zone and the governing body of each taxing unit that imposes taxes 

on real property in the zone and deposits a portion of tax increment into the tax increment fund if 

the agreement to abate taxes on real property in a reinvestment zone is entered into by a taxing 

unit that does not deposit and has not agreed to deposit any of its tax increment into the tax 

increment fund for the zone.  

 

H.B. 1658 (Phelan) – Local Debt: would: (1) require a proposition submitted to the voters for 

approval of the imposition, increase, or reduction of a tax to specifically state, as applicable: (a) 

with respect to a proposition that only seeks voter approval of the imposition or increase of a tax: 

(i) the estimated additional tax burden that would be imposed on a homestead with a value equal 

to the median homestead value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, 

after the imposition or increase of the tax, if approved; and (ii) a detailed description of the 

purposes for which the tax is to be imposed or increased, if approved; and (b) with respect to a 

proposition that only seeks voter approval of the reduction of a tax, the estimated tax reduction 

for a homestead with a value equal to the median homestead value in the political subdivision, as 

computed by the appraisal district, if the reduction of the tax is approved; and (2) require a 

proposition seeking voter approval of the issuance of bonds to specifically state: (a) a general 

description of the purposes for which the bonds are to be authorized; (b) the total principal 

amount of the bonds; (c) the total amount of the political subdivision’s debt currently 

outstanding; (d) the total amount of the political subdivision’s current debt payments; (e) the 

amount of taxes required to be imposed on a homestead with a value equal to the median 

homestead value in the political subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, to repay the 

political subdivision’s current debt obligations; and (f) the estimated tax burden that would be 

imposed on a homestead with a value equal to the median homestead value in the political 

subdivision, as computed by the appraisal district, to repay the bonds to be authorized, if 

approved. 

 

H.B. 1701 (Parker) – Public Funds Investment Act: would: (1) provide that a written copy of 

the investment policy must be presented to any business organization offering to engage in an 

investment transaction with an investing entity; (2) provide that “business organization” means 

an investment pool or investment management firm under contract with an investing entity to 

invest or manage the entity’s investment portfolio that has accepted authority granted by the 

entity under the contract to exercise investment discretion in regard to the investing entity’s 

funds; and (3) provide that the investment officer of an entity may not acquire or otherwise 

obtain any authorized investment described in the investment policy of the investing entity from 

a business organization that has not delivered to the entity a written instrument indicating that the 

business organization has: (a) received and reviewed the investment policy of the entity; and (b) 

acknowledged that the business organization has implemented reasonable procedures and 

controls in an effort to preclude investment transactions conducted between the entity and the 

organization that are not authorized by the entity's investment policy, except to the extent that 
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this authorization is dependent on an analysis of the makeup of the entity's entire portfolio or 

requires an interpretation of subjective investment standards. 

 

H.B. 1746 (Meyer) – Retirement Benefits: would: (1) make an elected individual ineligible for 

a public retirement annuity if: (a) they are convicted of a felony or class A or B misdemeanor 

related to the performance of their public service; and (b) a judge makes a finding that they are 

ineligible; (2) prohibit a conviction from affecting the annuity of an alternate payee; (3) require 

the governing body of a public retirement system to create rules to implement the bill’s 

requirements; and (4) make the system resume full payments if an individual is later determined 

not guilty or innocent of the crime that lead to the ineligibility. 

 

H.B. 1773 (Swanson) – Local Debt: would, among other things: (1) provide that an election 

held by a political subdivision to authorize the issuance of bonds or a tax increase has no effect 

regarding the issuance of the bonds or the tax increase unless more than 25 percent of the 

registered voters of the political subdivision vote in the election in which the bond or tax 

proposition is on the ballot; (2) require an election for the issuance of bonds or a tax increase by 

a political subdivision to be held on the November uniform election date; (3) provide that in an 

election held by a political subdivision for which the ballot includes a proposition seeking voter 

approval of the issuance of bonds or a tax increase, a temporary branch polling place must: (a) 

remain at the same location for the entire period during which early voting by personal 

appearance is conducted in the district; and (b) allow for early voting by personal appearance to 

be conducted during the same day sand hours as voting is conducted at the main early voting 

polling place; (4) require an election authorizing the issuance of bonds or a tax increase by a 

political subdivision to be held as a joint election, and provide that a single ballot containing all 

the offices or propositions stating measurers to be voted on at a particular polling place must be 

used in a joint election; (5) require a political subdivision to hold an election prior to issuing all 

bonds, including revenue bonds; and (6) provide that refunding bonds and bonds issued in an 

amount less than $2,000 to repair a building or structure that may be built using the proceeds of 

bonds are subject to the election and notice requirements applicable to other bond issuances. 

 

H.B. 1805 (Sanford) – Child Welfare Providers:  would provide that: (1) a child welfare 

service provider is protected from discrimination or any adverse action by a governmental entity 

if the child welfare service provider makes decisions based on their religious beliefs that are 

contrary to any ordinance, rule, order, decision, practice or other exercises of a governmental 

entity; (2) child welfare service provider may assert an actual or threatened violation described in 

(1) as a claim or defense in a judicial or administrative proceeding and obtain relief; (3) relief 

can be by declaratory relief, injunctive relief, compensatory damages for pecuniary and non 

pecuniary losses (not to exceed $250,000 for each distinct controversy) and reasonable attorney’s 

fees, court costs, and other reasonable expenses; (4) any action must be brought not later than the 

second anniversary of the date the provider actually knew of the violation; and (5) sovereign and 

governmental immunity to suit and from liability are waived and abolished to the extent of 

liability described in (3) and a claimant may sue a governmental entity or official for damages 

allowed by (3). 

 

S.B. 764 (Huffines) – Illegal Immigration:  would: (1) require the comptroller to submit to 

certain state officials before each regular legislative session an estimate of the financial costs to 



11 
 

the state during the preceding two-year period resulting from persons who are not lawfully 

present in the United States, including costs incurred for education, health care, incarceration, 

border security, and law enforcement; and (2) provide that the federal government should 

reimburse the state for expenditures described in (1).   

 

S.B. 813 (Hughes) – State Regulatory Actions:  would: (1) authorize a claimant to bring an 

action against a state agency for a frivolous regulatory action and to recover, in addition to costs 

allowed by law or rule, damages caused by the state agency’s frivolous regulatory action, 

reasonable attorney’s fees, and court costs; and (2) authorize a person to recover, in addition to 

costs allowed by law or rule, reasonable attorney’s fees and costs incurred in defending against a 

frivolous regulatory action during an administrative proceeding, and judicial review of that 

proceeding if: (a) the person prevails in the judicial review of an administrative proceeding; and 

(b) the state agency is unable to demonstrate that the agency has good cause for the regulatory 

action.  

 

S.B. 827 (Seliger) – Americans with Disability Act:  would:  (1) require a person seeking a 

claim for relief under the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) to first notify the respondent of 

the intent to file the claim; (2) give a respondent who has received a notice in (1) the right to 

correct the alleged violation, and provide for related notice and judicial proceedings regarding 

the corrections; and (3) prohibit a person from providing a notice of intent to file an ADA claim 

in bad faith, and authorize the attorney general to enforce this prohibition through injunctive and 

other relief such as civil penalties and restitution.  (Companion bill is H.B. 1463 by Smithee.) 

 

S.B. 838 (Zaffirini) – Drones:  would:  (1) delete the following from the list of circumstances in 

which it is lawful to capture an image using a drone:  (a) operations, maintenance, inspections, 

routing and citing of utilities; (b) marketing, sale, or financing of real property by a real estate 

broker; (c) inspecting, maintaining, or repairing pipelines by the owner or operator of an oil, gas, 

water, or other pipeline; (d) surveying by a registered land surveyor; and (e) practicing 

engineering; and (2) make it lawful to capture an image using a drone if the image is captured by 

a person for a commercial purpose, in compliance with the Federal Aviation Administration 

regulations or exemptions, and reasonably related to the commercial purpose.   

 

S.B. 839 (Zaffirini) – Drones:  would make it lawful to capture an image using a drone if the 

image is captured by a journalist for the purpose of reporting on a matter that is of substantial 

public interest, potentially affects public safety, and occurs under circumstances in which 

individuals whose images are captured do not have a reasonable expectation of privacy. 

 

S.B. 840 (Zaffirini) – Drones:  would no longer make it lawful to use a drone to capture an 

image of real property or a person on real property within 25 miles of the United States border.  

(Companion bill is H.B. 106 by Martinez.) 

 

S.B. 844 (Huffines) – Occupational Licensing:  would: (1) require the attorney general to 

actively supervise each “licensing authority,” which is defined to mean a department, 

commission, board, office or other agency of the state that issues a “license,” a “specialty 

occupational license for medical reimbursement,” registration, certification, permit or other 

authorization related to an occupation; (2) require a licensing authority to submit any proposed 
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rule, policy, or enforcement action to the attorney general for review before adoption or 

implementation, and allow the attorney general to approve the same if it complies with the 

following policies: (a) recognizes the fundamental right of an individual to pursue an occupation; 

(b) increases economic opportunities, promotes competition, and encourages innovation; (c) uses 

the least restrictive means of regulation to protect consumers from public health and safety 

threats; and (d) enforces occupational regulations only to the extent the individual sells goods or 

services that are explicitly included in the law that defines the occupation’s scope of practice; 

and (3) require the attorney general to investigate a complaint alleging a licensing authority 

action does not comply with the policies described in (2).  

 

S.B. 845 (Huffines) – Occupational Licensing:  would require the Texas Department of 

Licensing and Regulation to establish an occupational licensing database in cooperation with a 

“licensing authority” which is defined to mean a department, commission, board, office, or other 

agency of the state that issues a license. 

 

S.B. 855 (Campbell) – Abortion:  would provide, among other things, that a governmental 

entity may not enter into a transaction to give any thing of value to an abortion facility licensed 

by the state, except for basic governmental services such as police and fire services. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 1703 (E. Johnson) – Court Costs and Fines: would: (1) prohibit a municipal court judge 

from requiring a defendant in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and Protective 

Services or in extended foster care to pay any amount of fine and court costs; and (2) require a 

judge to order the defendant to perform community service to discharge the fine and costs.  

 

H.B. 1727 (Faircloth) – Search Warrants: would allow any magistrate to issue a search 

warrant in a county that does not have a municipal court of record located in that county, a 

county court judge who is a licensed attorney, or a statutory county court judge.  

 

H.B. 1749 (S. Thompson) – Expunction: would: (1) allow a municipal court to expunge all 

records and files relating to the arrest of a person for an offense punishable by fine only; and (2) 

authorize a fee of $100 for an ex parte petition for expunction of arrest records.  

 

H.B. 1755 (Neave) – Jury Summons Questionnaire: would allow a court to provide a link to 

the jury questionnaire on the court’s website in lieu of mailing a copy of the questionnaire with a 

jury summons. (Companion bill is S.B. 259 by Huffines.) 

 

H.B. 1820 (Springer) – Presumption of Prior Conviction: would allow a self-authenticating 

document relating to a prior conviction to be admitted into evidence creating a presumption 

establishing the existence of that prior conviction for the person named in the document without 

any supporting testimony accompanying the document.   
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S.B. 779 (Seliger) – Municipal Court:  would provide that a court on its own motion may 

inquire whether a person would like to submit evidence to establish their indigent status for 

certain convictions. (Companion bill is H.B. 1430 by S. Thompson.) 

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 1609 (Price) – Low Income Housing Tax Credit: would provide that a written statement 

from the state representative who represents the district containing a proposed development site 

is considered in the application for a low income housing tax credit only if the district contains a 

portion of a county with a population of more than 450,000.  

 

H.B. 1636 (Schaefer) – Economic Development Corporations:  would provide that: (1) a 

project by a Type A and Type B economic development corporation (EDC) could include 

expenditures that are found by the EDC board of directors to be suitable for general 

infrastructure such as the development, improvement, maintenance, or expansion of streets and 

roads, and water supply facilities or sewage facilities; and (2) a project described by (1) would 

have to be approved by a majority of the voters at an election called by the city. 

 

H.B. 1704 (Kuempel) – Permit Vesting: would provide that a court may award court costs and 

reasonable and necessary attorney’s fees to the prevailing party in an action under Chapter 245 

of the Local Government Code (the “permit vesting” statute). (Companion bill is S.B. 787 by 

Huffman.)   

 

H.B. 1733 (Uresti) – Payday Lending: would provide that the sum of all fees, interest, and 

other amounts in excess of principal due under an extension of consumer credit in the form of a 

deferred presentment transaction or motor vehicle title loan that a credit access business obtains 

for a consumer or assists a consumer in obtaining may not exceed 25 percent of the principal of 

that extension of consumer credit.  

 

S.B. 775  (Estes) – Defense Communities: would: (1) provide that a city in which a military 

installation is located shall work closely with the military installation to ensure the most recent 

Air Installation Compatible Use Zone Study or Joint Land Use Study is publicly-available on the 

local government’s website; (2) add to the seller’s disclosure of property condition a notice if the 

property is located near a military installation and may be affected by high noise or air 

installation compatible use zones or other operations; and (3) require that information related to 

high noise and compatible use zones be accessible on the website of the city in which the 

military installation is located. (Companion bills are H.B. 890 by Geren and H.B. 797 by 

Minjarez.) 

 

S.B. 782 (Campbell) – Tree Ownership: would provide that: (1) a landowner owns all trees and 

timber located on the landowner’s land as real property until cut or otherwise removed from the 

land, unless otherwise provided by a contract, bill of sale, deed, mortgage, deed of trust, or other 

legally binding document; (2) a governmental entity may not prohibit a landowner from 

trimming or removing trees or timber located on the landowner’s land; (3) a governmental entity 

may, if authorized by other state law and subject to the limitations of that law, assess a mitigation 
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fee against a landowner for the removal of a mature tree on the landowner’s land; (4) a 

mitigation fee under (3): (a) must be proportional to the value of the mature tree removed; (b) 

may not exceed $100 per inch of girth of the mature tree removed measured at 4-1/2 feet above 

the natural grade; and (c) may be used only in the jurisdiction in which the fee is collected and 

only for the purpose of tree planting and other related activities; (5) a landowner is entitled to 

plant a replacement tree at the landowner’s expense instead of paying a mitigation fee, and a 

landowner who chooses to plant a replacement tree is not required to plant a number of 

replacement trees whose total girth is greater than the total girth of all the mature trees to which 

the mitigation fee would have applied; (6) a city may not regulate the trimming or removal of 

trees or timber in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ); and (7) San Antonio and other cities with 

a military base in their ETJ are exempt from the bill. 

 

S.B. 786 (Nichols) – Eminent Domain: would: (1) prohibit a state agency, political subdivision, 

or a corporation created by a governmental entity from taking private property through the use of 

eminent domain if the taking is for a recreational purpose, including a parks and recreation 

system or a specific park, greenbelt, or trail; and (2) provide that the determination by the entity 

proposing to take the property that the taking does not involve an act or circumstance prohibited 

by the bill does not create a presumption with respect to whether the taking involves that act or 

circumstance. 

 

S.B. 787 (Huffman) – Permit Vesting: this bill is identical to H.B. 1704, above.   

 

S.B. 836 (Rodriguez) – Payday Lending: would: (1) prohibit a governmental entity from 

entering into a contract with: (a) a credit access business or other credit services organization; (b) 

a business that operates in the same retail space as a credit access business or other credit 

services organization; or (c) a business that is owned by a business entity that owns a credit 

access business or other credit services organization; (2) provide that a business that enters into 

any contract or other agreement with a governmental entity may not subcontract with a credit 

access business or other credit services organization to perform work under the contract or 

agreement; and (3) require a governmental entity to include, as a term of any contract or other 

agreement entered into by the entity, a provision that prohibits a party to the contract or 

agreement from subcontracting with a credit access business or other credit services organization 

to perform work under the contract or agreement.  

  

S.B. 852 (Nelson) – Linkage Fees: would provide that: (1) a political subdivision may not adopt 

or enforce an ordinance, order, policy, or other measure that imposes, directly or indirectly, a fee 

or other charge on new construction for the purposes of offsetting the cost or rent of any unit of 

residential housing; and (2) the bill does not affect the authority of a political subdivision to 

impose a fee for granting an exemption or waiver from a zoning-related height restriction on a 

structure. 

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 1688 (Burrows) – Law Enforcement Liaison: would require a city employer to notify 

police officers of the law enforcement liaison designated by the Injured Employee Public 



15 
 

Counsel to assist injured law enforcement officers during the workers’ compensation 

administrative dispute resolution process. 

 

H.B. 1689 (Burrows) – Workers’ Compensation: would provide that: (1) a political 

subdivision that self-insures either individually or collectively and the State Office of Risk 

Management are liable for sanctions, administrative penalties, and other remedies authorized 

under the Texas Workers’ Compensation Act; and (2) the bill waives immunity only to the extent 

provided in the Texas Tort Claims Act. 

 

H.B. 1794 (Bell) – Mental Health: would create a work group on mental health access for first 

responders and include in the work group: (1) one representative of a volunteer fire department, 

(2) one representative of a paid fire department, (3) two representatives of paid police 

departments, and (4) one municipal government representative.  

 

H.B. 1801 (Blanco) – Employment Discrimination:  would prohibit employment 

discrimination on the basis of an individual’s status as a military service member or military 

veteran and, among other things, allow a city to create a local commission to secure for 

individuals in the city freedom from discrimination on the basis of the individual’s status as a 

military service member or military veteran.  (Companion bill is S.B. 472 by Lucio.) 

 

S.B. 783 (Hinojosa) – Civil Service Personnel Files:  would: (1) provide that a police 

department in a civil service city may maintain a personnel file (often referred to as the “(g) 

file”) on a police officer employed by the department for the department’s use, and the 

information contained in the file is subject to disclosure unless the information is made 

confidential under the Public Information Act or other law; and (2) provide in a civil service city 

of 1.5 million or more:  (a) that the police department head or his designee must forward a 

disciplinary action against a police officer for inclusion in the civil service personnel file (not the 

“(g) file”); (b) that a police officer may obtain access to any personnel file maintained by the 

director or department; (c) a police offer may obtain access to information subject to disclosure 

under the Public Information Act contained in a file maintained by an internal affairs division or 

other similar internal investigative division; and (d) that the department shall include a record of 

a supervisory intervention procedure or a policy and procedure inquiry regarding a police officer 

in both the civil service personnel file and the file described in (1). 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 1611 (VanDeaver) – Warning Devices: would require the Department of Public Safety to 

develop best practices and provide training materials for the use of road flares or other safety 

equipment by a stationary authorized emergency vehicle.  

 

H.B. 1642 (Bell) – Law Enforcement:  would provide that if the Department of Aging and 

Disability Services (DADS) determines the report of abuses, neglect, or exploitation is 

substantiated at the conclusion of the investigation, the DADS shall make a complete final 

written report of the investigation and submit the report and its recommendation to the 

appropriate law enforcement agency. 
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H.B. 1726 (Cortez) – Reports of Abuse:  would, among other things: (1) require that reports of 

abuse, neglect, or exploitation of a home health service recipient (reports) be made to either a 

Health and Human Services Commission (commission) hotline number or a local law 

enforcement agency and, except as described in (2), require a local or state law enforcement 

agency that receives a report to refer it to the commission; (2) require the commission to 

investigate reports jointly with the city police department  (if the service is provided in the city) 

within 24 hours of receiving a complaint; and (3) require the city police department to cooperate 

with the commission in a joint investigation described in (2). 

 

H.B. 1729 (Neave) – Evidence Testing Grants: would: (1) allow a person applying for an 

original or renewal driver’s license to donate to the evidence testing grant program; and (2) 

establish a grant program to disperse funds to law enforcement agencies for testing evidence 

collected in relation to a sexual assault case. 

 

H.B. 1732 (Giddings) – Law Enforcement:  would provide that: (1) in a report that contains 

incident-based data describing the total number of the certain incidents occurring during the 

preceding academic year that the superintendent has to submit to the Texas Education Agency 

(TEA), the superintendent may not include information that identifies the peace officer who 

issued a citation to a student; (2) the identity of the peace officer is confidential and not subject 

to disclosure under the Public Information Act; and (3) a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 

between a school district and a local law enforcement agency for the provision of a regular police 

presence on campus shall designate in the MOU which entity will be responsible for collecting 

the data in the report in (1). 

 
H.B. 1748 (VanDeaver) – Texting and Driving:  would: (1) prohibit the use of a portable 

electronic device while operating a motor vehicle; (2) provide certain exceptions to and 

affirmative defenses to prosecution of an offense under (1); and (3) provide that the prohibition 

in (1) does not preempt local ordinances, rules, or regulations that are consistent with or more 

stringent than its provisions. 

 

H.B. 1751 (Krause) – Assault on a Peace Officer:  would provide that an assault is a second 

degree felony if the assault is committed against a person the actor knows is a peace officer 

while the officer is lawfully discharging an official duty or in retaliation or on account of an 

exercise of official power or performance of an official duty as a peace officer. 

 
H.B. 1757 (Oliverson) – Impoundment:  would: (1) require a peace officer to impound a motor 

vehicle detained by the officer during a traffic stop if the vehicle is operated without financial 

responsibility by a driver who doesn’t have a valid driver’s license; (2) require that an officer 

who impounds a vehicle under (1) give the person certain information and send a notice of 

impoundment to the owner and lienholder; and (3) provide the terms under which the law 

enforcement agency may release or auction a vehicle impounded under (1).   

 
H.B. 1811 (Turner) – Texas Commission on Law Enforcement: would require TCOLE to 

employ one or more hearings officers to conduct hearings, rather than refer petitions to the State 

Office of Administrative Hearings.   
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H.B. 1816 (Metcalf) – Medical Supply Transport Vehicles:  would provide that: (1) a vehicle 

used by a medical supply distributor to transport prescription drugs and other medical supplies to 

an emergency care facility or pharmacy located in an area declared a disaster area by the 

governor may have access to highways, streets, and bridges as if the transport vehicle were an 

emergency vehicle if: (a) law enforcement officials in the disaster area can provide adequate 

security to prevent theft; (b) the weight of the transport vehicle will not jeopardize the structural 

integrity or any highway, street or bridge located in the disaster area; and (c) the transport 

vehicle will not negatively impact evacuation activities; and (2) the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management shall establish procedures to assist medical supply distributors in 

accessing highways, streets or bridges and provide distributors with documentation specifying 

the distributors’ access to highways, streets, and bridges. 

 
S.B. 772 (Uresti) – Code Enforcement Officer: would: (1) exempt a code enforcement officer 

from the prohibition on carrying a club, if the officer holds a certificate of registration as a code 

enforcement officer and is carrying the club to deter animal bites while the officer is on duty; and 

(2) require the Texas Commission of Licensing and Regulation to include educational training 

requirements regarding the principles and procedures to be followed when possessing or carrying 

an instrument used for deterring animal bites.  

 

S.B. 791 (Miles) – Law Enforcement:  would provide that, if an officer or employee of a 

financial institution that has a good faith belief that financial abuse of an elderly person has 

occurred or is occurring, the financial institution shall notify the appropriate local law 

enforcement agency with the jurisdiction over the city in which the elderly person resides. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 959 by Thierry.) 

 

S.B. 792 (Miles) – Law Enforcement: would provide that, if an officer or employee of a 

financial institution that has a good faith belief that financial abuse of an elderly person has 

occurred or is occurring, the financial institution shall notify the appropriate local law 

enforcement agency with the jurisdiction over the city in which the elderly person resides.  

(Companion bill is H.B. 916 by Thierry.) 

 

S.B. 811 (Kolkhorst) – Sex Offenders: would: (1) prohibit a sex offender from being in a motor 

vehicle with a minor who is not a family member; and (2) require a local law enforcement 

authority to provide a statement describing the prohibition on the required sex offender 

registration form. 

 

 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 1745 (Israel) – Speed Limits:  would allow a city with a population of 130,000 or more to 

lower speed limits to not less than 25 miles per hour on a highway or street, other than an alley, 

that is not an officially designated or marked highway or road of the state highway system. 

 

H.B. 1795 (Pickett) – Overweight Vehicle Fes:  would provide that: (1) the bill applies only to 

a law enacted after January 1, 2017, that authorizes a new permit fee and does not expressly 
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provide for a portion of the fee to be deposited to the credit of the Texas Department of Motor 

Vehicles fund; and (2) ten percent of a such a fee collected for the issuance of an overweight 

vehicle permit by the Texas  Department of Public Safety shall be deposited to the credit of the 

Texas Department of Motor Vehicles fund and the remainder of the fee collected shall be 

proportionally adjusted and the remainder distributed as required by current law. 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 1619 (Shine) – Outdoor Burning: would provide that, if outdoor burning violates a Texas 

Commission on Environmental Quality rule and city ordinance, the conduct may only be 

prosecuted under the city ordinance unless it is a subsequent violation or involves the burning of 

heavy oils, asphaltic materials, potentially explosive materials, or chemical wastes.  

 

H.B. 1633 (Rodriguez) – Bill Payment Assistance: would remove the requirement that an 

individual must have been threatened with disconnection of service for nonpayment of bills in 

order to qualify for utility bill payment assistance funded from the first lien against the revenue 

of a city owned utility. (Note: this bill applies to cities with a population of more than one 

million but less than two million.) (Companion bill is S.B. 758 by Menendez.) 

 

H.B. 1648 (Price) – Water Conservation Plan: would require a city that provides potable water 

service to 3,300 or more connections to designate an employee as the water conservation 

coordinator in the water conservation plan submitted to the Texas Water Development Board.  

 

H.B. 1672 (Ashby) – Outdoor Burning: would require the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality to authorize a certified and insured prescribed burn manager to direct a 

prescribed burn of waste.  

 

H.B. 1818 (L. Gonzales) – Railroad Commission: this is the Texas Railroad Commission 

sunset bill.  Of interest to cities, the bill would provide: (1) that the oil and gas division of the 

commission shall develop and publish an annual plan to use the oil and gas monitoring and 

enforcement resources of the commission strategically to best ensure public safety and minimize 

damage to the environment; (2) that the commission by rule may establish pipeline safety and 

regulatory fees to be assessed for permits or registrations for pipelines under the jurisdiction of 

the commission’s pipeline safety and regulatory program; and (3) for certain additional 

regulatory over intra- and interstate pipelines. 

 

S.B. 768 (Zaffirini) – Texas Emissions Reduction Plan: would: (1) extend the expiration of the 

TERP grant program; and (2) include the interstate highways connecting San Antonio to Corpus 

Christi and Laredo and the highways connecting Corpus Christi and Laredo to the clean 

transportation triangle list.  

 

S.B. 774 (Perry) – Groundwater Conservation District: would automatically extend the term 

of a permit to transfer groundwater outside of a groundwater conservation district to a term not 

shorter than the term of the operating permit and for each additional term an operating permit is 

renewed.  
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S.B. 785 (Hinojosa) – Rural Water Assistance Fund: would allow the Texas Water 

Development Board to use the Rural Water Assistance Fund to assist rural political subdivisions 

with water planning. (Companion bill is H.B. 544 by Anderson.)   

 

S.B. 793 (Miles) – Concrete Crushing Facilities: would provide that the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality by rule shall prohibit the operation of a concrete crushing facility within 

440 yards of the following additional places: (1) a place of business where employees of the 

business perform outdoor work near the concrete crushing facility; or (2) a park or other outdoor 

recreational facility, including a playing field. 

  

S.B. 821 (Seliger) – Texas Water Development Board: would require one member of the 

Texas Water Development Board to be actively engaged in the business of farming or another 

business related to agriculture.  
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PUC Asserts Jurisdiction over In-City Water Rates  
 

Last summer, the Legislative Update reported on several pending cases at the Texas Public 

Utility Commission (PUC).  Those cases signaled a disturbing trend of the Commission asserting 

authority over cities.  One of them, Appeal of Water and Sewer Rates Charged by the Town of 

Woodloch, has come to a head, and not in a good way. 

 

In the proceeding, the PUC asserted jurisdiction over the in-city rates of a municipally-owned 

water utility.  The League filed comments and reply comments in support of the City of 

Woodloch in the Spring of 2016.   

 

The Woodloch dispute began when out-of-town water customers appealed their rates and a 

surcharge to the PUC.  The State Office of Administrative Hearings (SOAH) generally found 

that the rates were too high and the surcharge wasn’t authorized.   It then set the rates the city 

could charge.  That in itself isn’t necessarily unusual with regard to outside customers.  

However, the SOAH judge and subsequently the PUC ordered that the city modify its in-city 

rates as well.  (The Woodloch situation is somewhat unusual because its water utility has only 

244 connections, and 172 of those are outside the city limits.) 

 

Following the PUC order, Woodloch filed a motion for rehearing last March.  The motion 

contended that the PUC does not possess the authority to set rates, including ordering refunds 

and surcharges, for Woodloch’s in-city ratepayers. 

 

The PUC essentially ignored Woodloch’s motion for rehearing, allowing it to be denied by 

operation of law.  Woodloch then appealed the denial to state district court.  Last September, the 

district court remanded this matter back to the PUC.  The PUC again concluded that it has 

jurisdiction. 

 

https://www.tml.org/legis_updates/cities-in-the-puc-crosshairs
http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/WebApp/Interchange/application/dbapps/filings/pgControl.asp?TXT_UTILITY_TYPE=A&TXT_CNTRL_NO=46404&TXT_ITEM_MATCH=1&TXT_ITEM_NO=&TXT_N_UTILITY=&TXT_N_FILE_PARTY=&TXT_DOC_TYPE=ALL&TXT_D_FROM=&TXT_D_TO=&TXT_NEW=true
http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/WebApp/Interchange/application/dbapps/filings/pgSearch_Results.asp?TXT_CNTR_NO=46404&TXT_ITEM_NO=213
http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/WebApp/Interchange/application/dbapps/filings/pgSearch_Results.asp?TXT_CNTR_NO=46404&TXT_ITEM_NO=225
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The PUC will now consider the issue yet again pursuant to a slightly modified motion for 

rehearing.  The city and TML positon is clear:  The statutes in question have never been read to 

grant the Commission authority over customers in a city’s limits.  The League will continue to 

monitor and participate in the process, and any city with a water utility should do so as well.  

 

Other cases relating of right-of-way fees, certificates of convenience and necessity, and 

municipal zoning and subdivision authority are moving through the PUC and judicial processes.  

Look for updates on those cases as they progress. 

 

 

Significant Committee Actions 
 

C.S.S.B. 13 (Perry), relating to payroll deductions for state and local government employee 

organizations.  Reported from the Senate State Affairs Committee.  

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 1830 (Anchia) – Property Tax Appeals: would provide that, if the final determination of 

an appeal occurs pursuant to a settlement agreement filed with a court, the property owner and 

the chief appraiser may agree to waive: (1) the penalties and interest on the additional tax due to 

each affected taxing unit as a term of the settlement agreement; and (2) the interest otherwise 

required on the amount refunded to the property owner as a term of the settlement agreement. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 931 by Seliger.)   

 

H.B. 1833 (Dutton) – Property Tax Exemption: would provide that property is exempt from 

taxation by a taxing unit during the period of time beginning on the date a judgment foreclosing 

a tax lien on the property is entered and ending: (1) on the date the property is sold to a purchaser 

or bid off to a taxing unit at a tax sale conducted under that judgment; or (2) if the property 

owner pays the amount of the judgment before the property is sold or bid off, on the date the 

owner pays the judgment. 

 

H.B. 1880 (Hefner) – Property Tax on Agricultural Land: would repeal the additional 

property taxes imposed as a result of certain changes in the use of open-space land appraised as 

agricultural land. (Companion bill is H.B. 801 by Murphy.) 
 

H.B. 2028 (Goldman) – Property Tax Deferral and Abatement: would provide that the chief 

appraiser may not make a determination that an individual who is 65 years of age or older is no 

longer entitled to receive a property tax deferral or abatement because the property for which the 

deferral or abatement was obtained is no longer the individual’s principal residence without first 

providing written notice to the individual. (Companion bill is S.B. 448 by Burton.) 
 

H.B. 2133 (R. Anderson) – Property Tax Exemption: would allow a property tax exemption 

of more than six years for a tract of land that is contiguous to a tract of land on which a religious 
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organization’s place of regular religious worship is located if the property is to be used for the 

expansion of the religious organization’s place of regular religious worship or construction of a 

new place of regular religious worship. 

 

H.J.R. 71 (Swanson) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that: (1) an individual is entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised 

value of the individual’s residence homestead if the individual is 75 years of age or older; and (2) 

the surviving spouse of an individual who qualified for an exemption under (1) is entitled to an 

exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of the same property to which the deceased 

spouse’s exemption applied if: (a) the deceased spouse died in a year in which the deceased 

spouse qualified for the exemption; (b) the surviving spouse was 55 years of age or older when 

the deceased spouse died; and (c) the property was the residence homestead of the surviving 

spouse when the deceased spouse died and remains the residence homestead of the surviving 

spouse. (See H.B. 1772.) 

 

S.B. 870 (Bettencourt) – Appraisal Review Board: would prevent an appraisal review board 

from scheduling a protest hearing on a Sunday.  

 

S.B. 929 (Hughes) – Tax Assessor-Collector: would require that a county assessor-collector 

successfully complete at least 40 hours of continuing education courses on the assessment and 

collection of property taxes, including a course dedicated to Chapter 26 of the Tax Code, not 

later than nine months after the date on which the county assessor-collector first takes office.  
  

S.B. 931 (Seliger) – Property Tax Appeals: this bill is the same as H.B. 1830, above.   

 

S.B. 946 (Bettencourt) – Property Tax Deadlines: would, among other things, provide that: (1) 

the chief appraiser shall accept and approve or deny an application for a Freeport property tax 

exemption after the filing deadline if the application is filed not later than June 1; (2) rendition 

statements and property reports for property located in an appraisal district in which one or more 

taxing units exempt Freeport property must be delivered to the chief appraiser not later than 

Apri1 1; and (3) the chief appraiser may extend the filing deadline in (2) to not later than May 1 

for good cause on written request by the property owner.  

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 2041 (Neave) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt the sale of the United States and 

state flags from sales taxes. 

 

 

Purchasing 

 

H.B. 1844 (Workman) – Construction Contracts: would provide, with certain exceptions, that 

a provision in a construction contract or an agreement collateral to or affecting the construction 

contract that makes the dispute subject to another state’s law, litigation in the courts of another 
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state, or arbitration in another state, is voidable by a party. (Companion bill is S.B. 807 by 

Creighton.) 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 1825 (Goldman) – Early Voting/County Precincts: would provide that: (1) early voting 

by personal appearance at a moveable polling place shall be conducted for at least eight hours on 

each day voting is conducted; (2) the location of a movable polling place may be changed only 

after the polling place has been open for at least two days of voting at its current location; and (3) 

cities must use county election precincts for all elections.  

 

H.B. 1873 (S. Thompson) – Early Voting Ballot Board: would, among other things, require an 

early voting ballot board to deliver to the early voting clerk any early voting applications 

included in a carrier envelope with a ballot voted in an election held on the November uniform 

election date regardless of whether the ballot is accepted. 

 

H.B. 1887 (Romero) – Election Interpreters: would: (1) allow an interpreter to be appointed by 

an election officer if the voter has not selected an interpreter; (2) provide that a voting interpreter 

may be any person other than the voter’s employer, an agent of the voter’s employer, or an 

officer or agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs; and (3) provide that, if appointed to 

serve as an interpreter by an election officer, an interpreter must be a registered voter of the 

county in which the voter needing the interpreter resides or a registered voter of an adjacent 

county. (Companion bill is S.B. 148 by Garcia.) 

 

H.B. 1888 (Romero) – Election Interpreters: would: (1) allow an interpreter to be appointed by 

an election officer if the voter has not selected an interpreter; (2) provide that a voting interpreter 

may be any person other than the voter’s employer, an agent of the voter’s employer, or an 

officer or agent of a labor union to which the voter belongs; and (3) provide that if appointed to 

serve as an interpreter by an election officer, an interpreter must be a registered voter of the 

county in which the voter needing the interpreter resides or a registered voter of an adjacent 

county. (Companion bill is S.B. 148 by Garcia.) 

 

H.B. 1933 (Springer) – Uniform Election Dates: would: (1) provide that a general election held 

by a political subdivision other than a county may be held on the first Tuesday in March; and (2) 

eliminate the exception allowing other statutes to designate election days other than the uniform 

dates in May and November. (Companion bill is S.B. 363 by Perry.) 

 

H.B. 1955 (Reynolds) – Voter Registration: would require the secretary of state to implement a 

program to allow a person who has an unexpired Texas driver’s license or personal identification 

card to complete an electronic voter registration application over the Internet. 

 

H.B. 1991 (Israel) – Voter Residency: would provide that a statement of residence submitted to 

an election officer at a polling place does not need to be signed by the applicant.  
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H.B. 2000 (Israel) – Voting System Grants: would establish a voting system fund and 

authorize a city or county to apply to the secretary of state for a grant to replace voting system 

equipment.  

 

H.B. 2138 (Shaheen) – Poll Watcher: would provide that a person is ineligible to serve as a poll 

watcher in an election if the person has been finally convicted of a felony.  

 

S.B. 925 (Garcia) – Municipal Jail: would: (1) require the secretary of state to prescribe a 

written notice to be provided to each person confined in a city or county jail that states: (a) that 

persons eligible to vote may vote an absentee ballot from jail; (b) the upcoming election dates; 

and (c) the voter registration deadlines and absentee ballot request deadlines applicable to the 

upcoming elections; (2) require the officially prescribed application forms for both registration 

by mail and an early voting ballot to be made available to persons confined in jail who are 

qualified voters; and (3) require the authority in charge of the jail to facilitate the proper delivery 

of voter registration applications, applications for ballots to be voted by mail, and marked ballots 

to eligible persons, and make the authority responsible for the payment of any required postage.  

 

S.B. 957 (Campbell) – Ballot Propositions: would require each political subdivision’s 

proposition on the ballot to be assigned a unique number.  
  

 

Open Government 

 

H.B. 2050 (G. Bonnen) – Law Enforcement Records:  would provide that copies of 

confidential licensing and employment records, the originals of which are submitted to the Texas 

Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE), are confidential (in the same manner as the 

originals held by TCOLE are confidential). 

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B. 9 (Capriglione) – Texas Cybercrime Act: would, among other things, create: (1) a third 

degree felony for a person who intentionally interrupts or suspends access to a computer system 

or computer network without the effective consent of the owner; and (2) a Class A misdemeanor 

for a person who: (a) alters data as it transmits between two computers in a computer network or 

computer system without the effective consent of the owner; or (b) introduces malware, 

including ransomware, onto a computer, computer network, or computer system without the 

effective consent of the owner. 

 

H.B. 1861 (Elkins) – Cybersecurity: would provide that information collected, assembled, or 

maintained by or for a governmental body to prevent, detect, or investigate a computer security 

incident, including a breach of system security, is confidential under the Public Information Act.   

 

H.B. 1878 (Murr) – Candidacy for Election: would require an individual to have paid all 

property taxes due in order to be eligible to be a candidate for public office. 
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H.B. 1896 (Bohac) – Hotel Occupancy Tax: would, among other things: (1) modify the 

definition of “venue” for purposes of a venue project to exclude a facility financed wholly or 

partly by hotel occupancy taxes that will not be primarily used for community, civic, and 

charitable events that are attended only by residents of the community; (2) provide that a 

convention center facility that qualifies as a venue project and is financed wholly or partly with 

hotel occupancy tax revenue must be in the vicinity of the convention center; (3) provide that, in 

order to be eligible for hotel occupancy tax funding, a “convention center facility” or 

“convention center complex” must be primarily used to host conventions and meetings, with the 

term “meetings” defined as “gatherings of people that enhance and promote tourism and the 

convention and hotel industry;” (4) provide that, if a city adopts an ordinance imposing a hotel 

occupancy tax for the first time, the imposition of the tax does not apply to the use or possession, 

or the right to the use or possession, of a room under a contract executed before the date the 

imposition of the tax takes effect, unless the contract is subject to change or modification by 

reason of the imposition of the new tax; and (5) clarify that hotel occupancy tax dollars can be 

spent on the promotion of tourism by enhancing and upgrading any existing sports facilities or 

fields in certain cities.  

 

H.B. 1908 (Zerwas) – E-Cigarettes/Tobacco Products: would raise the legal age to purchase e-

cigarettes and tobacco products to 21 years.   (Companion bill is S.B. 910 by Huffman.)  

 

H.B. 1916 (Elkins) – Animal Shelters:  would:  (1) require all animal shelters and releasing 

agencies to prepare and maintain monthly records on the intake and disposition of animals, 

including: (a) the total number of live animals categorized by species and age; (b) the reason an 

animal was placed at the shelter or agency, including whether the animal was surrendered, 

impounded, confiscated, transferred, or born at the shelter; (c) the number of animals on the last 

day of each month, categorized by species and age; and (d) the disposition of each animal taken 

in by the shelter or agency, categorized by species and age, including whether the animal was 

adopted, reclaimed by the owner, died, transferred, euthanized, returned to the field, lost, or 

stolen; and (2) require a shelter or releasing agency to make the records described in (1) available 

to the public on their website, if they have one, or in a form regularly-maintained for inspection 

and copying. 

 

H.B. 1923 (Krause) – Religious Beliefs/Marriage:  would provide: (1) that a governmental 

entity may not take any adverse action against any person based wholly or partly on a person’s 

belief or action in accordance with the person’s sincerely held religious belief or moral 

conviction that marriage is or should be recognized as the union of one man and one woman or 

that sexual relationships are properly reserved to such a marriage; and (2) for various remedies 

under the bill, including action by the attorney general. (Companion bill is S.B. 893 by Hughes.) 

 

H.B. 1924 (Elkins) – Hotel Occupancy Tax: would: (1) prohibit a state agency from posting on 

a public Internet website information that identifies the taxable receipts of an individual business 

that is contained in or derived from a record, report, or other document related to the collection 

of hotel occupancy taxes; and (2) provide that information described by (1) and that is collected 

or maintained by a state agency is considered to be public information.   
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H.B. 1926 (E. Rodriguez) –  Cottage Foods: would: (1) define a “home food processor” as 

someone who makes certain food at home for sale, including cottage food production; (2) 

provide that home food processors are subject to county or state health laws and rules and 

inspections, but otherwise exempt from certain provisions applicable to food service 

establishments; (3) require that home food processors: (a) obtain a state permit; (b) meet 

packaging and labeling requirements; (c) meet production requirements; and (d) meet 

recordkeeping requirements; and (4) prohibit a city zoning ordinance from prohibiting the use of 

a home for home food processor operations, but provide that a person is not limited in the ability 

to bring a nuisance or tort action against a home food processor. 

 

H.B. 1930 (Frullo) – Financial Accounting and Reporting Requirements: would, among 

other things, repeal the state law governing financial accounting and reporting standards for the 

state and political subdivisions of the state. (Companion bill is S.B. 753 by Perry.) 

 

H.B. 1936 (Springer) – Abortion:  would provide, among other things, that a governmental 

entity may not enter into a transaction to give any thing of value to an abortion facility licensed 

by the state, except for basic governmental services such as police and fire services.  

(Companion bill is S.B. 855 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 1941 (Turner) – Personal Financial Statements:  would change the content requirements 

of a personal financial statement that must be filed by certain city officers and candidates in 

cities with a population of 100,000 or more to: (1) lower the dollar amount of certain information 

that must be reported by category; (2) provide that the actual face value of a gift of cash or cash 

equivalent must be reported, regardless of amount; (3) alter the applicable time frame for which 

certain information must be reported; (4) require the dollar value (rather than number) of certain 

stock shares be reported; and (5) disclose the date certain financial liability was incurred. 

 

H.B. 1961 (Miller) – Dogs:  would: (1) prohibit the owner of a dog from: (a) leaving the dog 

outside and unattended unless the owner provides continuous access to adequate shelter, shade, 

and water; and (b) restraining the dog outside and unattended by use of certain restraints; (2) 

provide for the disposition of certain penalties to go to the city served by the court that collects 

the penalty; and (3) provide that provisions in the bill do not affect the applicability of a city 

ordinance or prevent a city from regulating by ordinance the ownership, possession, restraint, 

confinement, or care of a dog.  

 

H.B. 1984 (Burkett) – Rabies Quarantine: would:  (1) require a veterinarian and a local rabies 

control authority to provide notice to the owner of an animal at the time that the owner submits 

the animal for rabies quarantine, setting out the date the animal enters into and will be released 

from quarantine; (2) require a veterinarian and a local rabies control authority to fit each animal 

in rabies quarantine with a yellow collar that is distinct from the collars of other animals in their 

care; and (3) prohibit a veterinarian or local rabies control authority from destroying an animal 

following the final day of rabies quarantine unless the owner is notified of the destruction and 

provided a reasonable opportunity to take possession of the animal. 

 

H.B. 2004 (C. Anderson) – State Economic Development Fund:  would, among other things, 

allow the Department of Agriculture to use the Texas economic development fund to administer, 
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continue, implement, or maintain an economic development program established through an 

agreement with a local governmental entity to encourage rural economic development in this 

state. 

 

H.B. 2069 (Shaheen) – Civil Action Limitations:  would provide that a civil action related to a 

report of suspicious activity of another person to an appropriate law enforcement authority may 

not be brought against the person who made the report if the person made the report in good faith 

with a reasonable belief that the suspicious activity constitutes or is in furtherance of a crime, 

including an act of terrorism. 

 

H.B. 2073 (E. Johnson) – Newspaper Notice:  would: (1) repeal the requirement that an official 

city newspaper be entered as second-class postal matter; and (2) require a city that publishes 

certain notices in a newspaper to consider selecting a newspaper that is a minority-owned 

business if: (a) a substantial percentage of the individuals residing in the area where the notice is 

to be published are members of minority groups; and (b) a newspaper in the area where the 

notice is to be published is a minority-owned business and is widely circulated in that area. 

 

H.B. 2107 (Lucio) - Medical Cannabis:  would prohibit a city from enacting, adopting, or 

enforcing a rule, ordinance, order, resolution, or other regulation that prohibits the cultivation, 

production, dispensing, or possession of medical cannabis. 

 

H.J.R. 73 (Burns) – Unfunded Mandates: would amend the Texas Constitution to provide that 

a law enacted by the legislature on or after January 1, 2018, that requires a city or county to 

establish, expand, or modify a duty or activity that requires the expenditure of revenue by the 

city or county is not effective unless the legislature appropriates or otherwise provides, from a 

source other than the revenue of the city or county, for the payment or reimbursement of the 

costs incurred for the biennium by the city or county in complying with the requirement. 

 

S.B. 892 (Perry) – Child Welfare Providers:  would provide: (1) that a child welfare service 

provider is protected from discrimination or any adverse action by an employing city if the child 

welfare service provider makes decisions based on their religious beliefs that are contrary to any 

ordinance, rule, order, decision, practice or other exercises of the city; and (2) for various 

remedies against a city that violates (1).  (Companion bill is H.B. 1805 by Sanford.) 

 

S.B. 893 (Krause) – Religious Beliefs/Marriage:  this bill is the same as H.B. 1923, above.   

 

S.B. 898 (Bettencourt) – Tree Preservation: would provide that: (1) a landowner owns all trees 

and timber located on the landowner’s land as real property until cut or otherwise removed from 

the land, unless otherwise provided by a contract, bill of sale, deed, mortgage, deed of trust, or 

other legally binding document; (2) a governmental entity may not prohibit a landowner from 

trimming or removing trees or timber located on the landowner’s land; and (3) a city may not 

regulate the trimming or removal of trees or timber in the extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

 

S.B. 902 (Birdwell) – Library Standards: would  provide that, in establishing library 

accreditation standards, the Texas State Library and Archives Commission may not require the 

governing body of a library that proposes to become a member of a major resource system or 
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regional library system to satisfy minimum requirements related to: (1) local operating 

expenditures; (2) collections based on publication dates; (3) hours the library is open to the 

public; or (4) the number or classification of library employees. 
 

S.B. 910 (Huffman) – E-Cigarettes/Tobacco Products: this bill is the same as H.B. 1908, 

above.  
 

S.B. 936 (Huffman) – Public Retirement Systems: would create a joint interim committee to 

study and assess each public retirement system of this state and report the findings and 

recommendations to the lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house, and the governor.  

 

S.B. 947 (Kolkhorst) – Electric Utility Liability: would expand the protection from premises 

liability for recreational uses to any electric utility that has an agreement with a city to allow 

individuals on its premises for recreational purposes. 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 1866 (Geren) – Restitution:  would, among other things, provide for the disposition of 

certain unclaimed restitution payments to be treated as abandoned property by the comptroller. 

 

H.B. 1884 (Anderson of McLennan) – Littering:  would provide that a defendant convicted of 

certain littering offense shall perform 60 hours of community service picking up litter in the 

county. 

 
H.B. 1999 (Israel) – Alcohol Offenses: would make minor in possession and minor in 

consumption of alcohol offenses civil violations, subject to a penalty not to exceed $500, rather 

than criminal offenses.  

 

H.B. 2003 (Swanson) – Licensed Carry: would authorize a county or deputy county or district 

clerk who holds a license to carry a handgun to carry a handgun in any court or offices utilized 

by a court in the state, including a municipal court.   

 

H.B. 2059 (Phillips) – Expunction: would: (1) add prosecutorial and law enforcement records 

to the records to be expunged by a court for an alcohol-related offense committed while the 

defendant was a minor; and (2) allow a person placed under arrest and not convicted for more 

than one alcohol-related offense while a minor to apply to the court to have the records 

expunged.   

 

H.B. 2065 (Phillips) – Fines: would require a city to file an annual report with the comptroller 

detailing the amount of fines retained from the enforcement of commercial motor vehicle 

standards. 
 

S.B. 941 (Hughes) – Juveniles:  would raise the age of criminal responsibility by one year in 

various statutes. (Companion bill is H.B. 676 by Wu.) 
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Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 1852 (Lucio) – Manufactured Homes:  would: (1) prohibit a city from requiring “a 

change in the nonconforming use” of any portion of land within a manufactured home 

community if the nonconforming use of land is: (a) authorized by law; or is not authorized by 

law on September 1, 2017, but the city has taken no action to enforce the violation before 

September 1, 2017;  and (b) at least 50% of the lots are occupied by a manufactured home as a 

residence; (2) define “a change in the nonconforming use” to include:  (a) requiring the amount 

of land designated as a nonconforming use to be decreased; (b) imposing an expiration on the 

nonconforming use designation; (c) declaring the nonconforming use of the land to be 

abandoned; and (d) requiring an amortization period for the nonconforming use of the land; (3) 

authorize a manufactured home owner to install a new or used manufactured home on a lot in a 

manufactured home community under certain circumstances; and (4) prohibit a city from 

regulating a tract or parcel of land as a manufactured home community, park, or subdivision 

unless the tract or parcel contains at least four spaces offered for lease for installing and 

occupying manufactured homes. 

 

H.B. 1892 (Ortega) – Substandard Buildings: would require a court to expedite any 

proceeding, including appeals, related to a substandard building determination.   

 

H.B. 1952 (Schofield) – Annexation: would apply to a city with a population of 1.5 million or 

more and provide that such a city may annex only if approved by election held in the area to be 

annexed. 

 

H.B. 2008 (Cosper) – Payday Lending: would require a lender who engages in a payday loan 

transaction with a member of the United States military or dependent of a member of the United 

States military to comply with relevant federal laws pertaining to loans for military personnel 

and their dependents.  

 

H.B. 2019 (T. King) – Manufactured Housing:  would make various amendments to the Texas 

Manufactured Housing Standards Act. 

 

H.B. 2052 (Phelan) – Tree Mitigation Fees:  would: (1) require a city that imposes a tree 

mitigation fee (a fee for tree removal necessary for development or construction on a person’s 

property) to allow that person to apply for a credit for tree planting to offset the amount of the 

fee; (2) provide that an application for a tree planting credit be in the form and manner 

prescribed by the city, and require that the tree must be planted on property located in the city 

either owned by the person or mutually agreed upon by the city and the person; and (3) require 

that the amount of a tree planting credit be applied in the same manner as the tree mitigation fee 

assessed against the person and ,if the amount of the tree mitigation fee is based on the size of 

tree being removed, the amount of credit must be based on at least 60 percent of the projected 

size of the planted tree at full maturity.  (Companion bill is S.B. 744 by Kolkhorst.) 
 
H.B. 2076 (Schubert) – Eminent Domain: would, in relation to tolling a property owner’s right 

of repurchase: (1) eliminate the following as elements establishing “actual progress” on a 
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project: (a) the acquisition of a tract or parcel of real property adjacent to the property for the 

same public use project for which the owner’s property was acquired; or (b) for a governmental 

entity, the adoption by a majority of the entity’s governing body at a public hearing of a 

development plan for a public use project that indicates that the entity will not complete more 

than one tolling action before the tenth anniversary of the date of acquisition of the property; and 

(2) require three of five remaining elements to be met to establish actual progress.  (Companion 

bill is S.B. 628 by Schwertner.) 

 

H.B. 2090 (VanDeaver) – Eminent Domain: would provide: (1) that a bona fide offer to 

acquire heritage property (defined as property continuously owned within the same family for 

100 or more years) must include a final offer equal to or greater than 150 percent of: (a) the 

amount of the written appraisal obtained by the entity of the value of the property being 

acquired; and (b) the damages, if any, to any of the property owner’s remaining property; and (2) 

procedures related to establishing heritage property status and value. 

 

S.B. 871 (Bettencourt) – Annexation:  would provide that the qualified voters of a special 

purpose district annexed for limited purposes under a strategic partnership agreement are entitled 

to vote in municipal elections for officials. 

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 1922 (E. Rodriguez) – Survivor’s Benefits:  would provide, in regard to certain claims 

and benefits or compensation by survivors of fire fighters, that: (1) the opinion of the 

individual’s employer on whether the individual’s death resulted from a personal injury sustained 

in the line of duty may not be considered; (2) any reasonable doubt arising from the 

circumstances of the individual’s death shall be resolved in favor of payment when the person 

died as a result of an illness sustained in the line of duty and any scientific evidence is presented 

that establishes: (a) the incidence rate for the illness is significantly higher among persons 

performing the same job; or (b) a causal link between the illness and a hazardous condition 

encountered in the individual’s job; and (3) deference shall be given to the medical opinion of a 

treating physician in favor of payment when there is any reasonable doubt regarding the 

circumstances of the individual’s death as a result of a newly discovered or rare illness sustained 

in the line of duty. 

 

H.B. 1925 (E. Rodriguez) – Employer Retaliation: would: (1) prohibit an employer from 

suspending or terminating an employee who in good fail seeks to recover wages owed to the 

employee; and (2) provide for damages for a violation in an amount equal to the greater of 

$1,000 or the amount of the wages owed to the employee. 

 

H.B. 1958 (Springer) – Volunteer Firefighters:  would provide that a state agency may not 

require a volunteer firefighter or an industrial emergency response team member to obtain a 

license or certification in order to be a volunteer firefighter or an industrial emergency response 

team member, but may require them to possess certain credentials, as determined by the agency, 

to participate in disaster response or deployment requested by the Texas A&M Forest Services, 

Department of Public Safety or Texas Division of Emergency Management. 



12 
 

 

H.B. 1973 (Blanco) – Veterans:  would require the Texas Workforce Commission (commission) 

to establish a program to expedite the entry of veterans and military service members into the 

workforce and, among other things, authorize the commission to award grants to local entities 

that perform related activities. 

 

H.B. 1981 (E. Johnson):  Criminal History Record Information:  would provide, among other 

things, that: 

  

1. A state agency or local government may not include a question regarding an applicant’s 

criminal history record information (CHRI) on an initial employment application form; 

2. A state agency or local government may inquire into or consider an applicant’s CHRI 

after the state agency or local government has determined that the applicant is otherwise 

qualified and has conditionally offered the applicant employment; 

3. A state agency or local government may not disqualify an applicant from employment 

because of a prior criminal conviction unless: (a) the criminal conviction directly related 

to the employment position; or (b) other law prohibit the applicant from employment 

because of the type of criminal conviction; 

4. A state agency or local government may not consider CHRI or disqualify an applicant 

based on:  (a) an arrest that is not followed by an indictment; (b) a conviction that has 

been sealed, dismissed, or expunged; or (c) a Class C misdemeanor or other misdemeanor 

punishable by fine only; 

5. if a state agency or local government decides to deny employment to an applicant 

because of CHRI, the state agency and local government shall provide a notice of intent 

to deny employment that must: (a) identify the criminal conviction that is the basis for the 

potential denial or disqualification; (b) provide a copy of the applicant’s CHRI; and (c) 

provide examples of evidence to mitigate or rehabilitate the applicant; 

6. the applicant has 10 days after receiving the notice of intent to deny employment to 

provide evidence to mitigate or rehabilitate himself for the position; 

7. after considering the mitigating or rehabilitating evidence provided by the applicant, the 

state agency or local government that denies employment shall notify the applicant in 

writing and include: (a) final denial or disqualification; (b) appeals process established by 

the Texas Workforce Commission (TWC); (c) potential eligibility for other employment; 

and (d) the earliest date on which the applicant may reapply for employment; 

8. when hiring a contractor, the state agency or local government shall require: (a) the 

contractor to certify in writing that the contractor’s consideration of CHRI in hiring 

satisfies the requirement of the bill, (b) review the contractor’s policies for consideration 

of CHRI for consistency with the requirements of the chapter and (c) use the contractor’s 

policy in CHRI in hiring as criteria to award the contract; 

9. an applicant aggrieved by a state agency or local government because of a violation of 

the bill may file a compliant with TWC; 

10. TWC shall conduct periodic review of state agencies and local governments to assess 

compliance and report quarterly on complaints, investigations, and reviews; and 

11. the bill does not apply to applicants for positions that involve provisions of service to or 

care of children, direct interaction with children, or for which CHRI is required by law. 
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H.B. 1983 (Wray) – Workers’ Compensation: would provide that post-traumatic stress 

disorder suffered by a firefighter or peace officer is a compensable workers compensation 

eligible injury if: (1) the disorder is caused by events occurring in the course and scope of the 

firefighter or peace officer’s employment; and (2) the preponderance of the evidence indicates 

that the firefighter or peace officer’s work was a substantial contributing factor of the disorder.  

 

H.B. 2054 (Oliveira) – Workers’ Compensation:  would provide that death benefits paid under 

the workers’ compensation system be adjusted each calendar year to equal the percentage 

increase, if any, in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers. 

 

H.B. 2055 (Oliveira) – Workers’ Compensation:  would provide that an eligible spouse is 

entitled to receive workers’ compensation death benefits for life, regardless of whether the 

spouse remarries. 

 

H.B. 2057 (Oliveira) – Workers’ Compensation: would provide that a political subdivision 

that self-insures either individually or collectively is liable for attorney’s fees under the Workers’ 

Compensation Act and governmental immunity is waived for that purpose.  (Companion bill is 

S.B. 877 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 2061 (Oliveira) – Workers’ Compensation:  would, in relation to workers’ compensation 

cases, require: (1) a party seeking judicial review to provide a copy of the petition to the 

workers’ compensation division simultaneously with filing the petition with the court and 

serving the opposing party, and provide that a party is prohibited from seeking judicial review if 

they fail to provide the division a copy of the petition; and (2) a party who initiates a workers’ 

compensation case to file any proposed agreed judgment with the division, and require that the 

terms of any proposed settlement or proposed agreed judgment be fully described to the division 

either in the proposal or a separate document.  (Companion bill is S.B. 876 by Hancock.) 

 

H.B. 2082 (Burrows) – Workers’ Compensation:  would require:  (1) the Office of Inured 

Employee Counsel (office) to designate an employee to act as a first responder liaison to assist 

injured first responders during a workers’ compensation administrative dispute resolution 

process; and (2) an employer that employs first responders or supervises volunteer first 

responders to notify them of the liaison described in (1) in the manner prescribed by the office. 

 

H.B. 2119 (Kacal) – Death Benefits:  would provide that eligibility for lifetime death benefits 

for the remarried spouse of a first responder killed in the line of duty applies regardless of the 

date on which the death of the first responder occurred or the spouse remarried.    

 

S.B. 876 (Hancock) – Workers’ Compensation: this bill is the same as H.B. 2061, above. 
 

S.B. 877 (Hancock) – Workers Compensation: this bill is the same as H.B. 2057, above.   
 

 

Public Safety 
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H.B. 603 (J. Johnson) – Physical Fitness Standards:  would:  (1) require the Texas 

Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) to adopt a physical fitness test that has standards 

that are equivalent to the standards adopted by the Department of Public Safety; (2) prohibit 

TCOLE from issuing a peace officer license, unless the person is examined by a fitness examiner 

who declares in writing that the person has successfully passed the physical fitness test in (1); (3) 

require TCOLE:  (a) to adopt rules requiring that peace officers take a physical fitness test at 

regular intervals (with certain exceptions); (b) to adopt rules requiring timely and accurate 

reporting of physical fitness test results by agencies and licensees; and (c) to suspend the license 

of a peace officer who fails to comply with these rules; and (4) exempt a peace officer licensed 

before September 1, 2017, from complying with the requirements in (3). 

 
H.B. 1824 (Shaheen) – Warrants:  would provide that a law enforcement agency shall execute, 

as soon as practicable, a warrant that is directed to the agency and issued for the return of a 

release in the super-intensive supervision program based on a violation of a condition of parole 

or mandatory supervision related to the electronic monitoring of the release. 

 

H.B. 1827 (Hinojosa) – Firearms: would provide that a person commits a Class A misdemeanor 

if he, while intoxicated, carries a firearm in a public place.  (Note:  Peace officers are exempt 

from the prohibition.) 
 

H.B. 1855 (Johnson) – Immigration: would provide that: (1) in the course of investigating an 

alleged criminal offense, a peace officer may inquire as to the nationality or immigration status 

of a victim of or witness to the offense only if the officer determines that the inquiry is necessary 

to: (a) investigate the offense; or (b) provide the victim or witness with information about federal 

visas designed to protect individuals providing assistance to law enforcement; and (2) the bill 

does not prevent a peace officer from: (a) conducting a separate investigation of any other 

alleged criminal offense; or (b) inquiring as to the nationality or immigration status of a victim of 

or witness to a criminal offense if the officer has probable cause to believe that the victim or 

witness has engaged in specific conduct constituting a separate criminal offense.  (Companion 

bill is S.B. 169 by Rodriguez.) 

 

H.B. 1864 (S. Thompson) – Traffic Stops: would provide that: (1) the Texas Education 

Commission by rule shall require that information relating to law enforcement procedures for 

traffic stops be included in the curriculum of each driver education course and driving safety 

course; and (2) as part of the minimum curriculum requirements for law enforcement officers, 

the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement shall establish a statewide education and training 

program on proper procedures for traffic stops, including information regarding the appropriate 

use of force, for officers. 

 

H.B. 1911 (White) – Unlicensed Carry:  would appear to authorize a person who would be 

eligible to obtain a license to carry a handgun to do so without a license. 

 

H.B. 1914 (Cain) – Licensed Carry:  would provide that: (1) a peace officer charging a license 

holder with a the offense of trespass by license holder, instead of taking the license holder before 

a magistrate, shall issue to the license holder a written citation and notice to appear that contains 

the time and place the license holder must appear before a magistrate, the name and address of 
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the license holder, and the offense charged; and (2) if the license holder makes a written promise 

to appear before the magistrate by signing in duplicate the citation and notice to appear issued by 

the officer, the officer shall release the license holder and may not seize a handgun possessed by 

the license holder unless the seizure is authorized under other law. 

 

H.B. 1915 (Cain) – Firearms:  would prohibit the possession of any weapon, including a 

handgun by a license holder, on any grounds or building owned by and under the control of a 

school or educational institution.   

 

H.B. 1919 (Raymond) – Offense Against Peace Officers:  would, among other things: (1) 

require a judge to make an affirmative finding of fact and enter it into the judgment if, at the guilt 

or innocent phase of the trial, the trier of fact determines beyond a reasonable doubt that the 

defendant intentionally selected the person against who the offense is committed because of the 

person’s service as a peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical services personnel; (2) 

provide how a finding described in (1) impacts the punishment; (3) make confidential the home 

address, home telephone number, emergency contact information, social security number, and 

certain family information of a current or former peace officer, firefighter, or emergency medical 

services personnel; (4) make certain personal information of current or former peace officers, 

firefighters, or emergency medical personnel confidential when the individual has elected to 

keep the information confidential; and (5) make home address information of current or former 

firefighters or emergency medical services personnel in appraisal records confidential if the 

individuals has elected to keep the information confidential.   

 

H.B. 1935 (Frullo) – Illegal Knives:  would eliminate the offense of carrying an “illegal knife.” 

 

H.B. 1966 (Paul) – Licensed Carry: would provide, among other things, that – unless 

possession of a handgun on a landlord’s property is prohibited by state or federal law – a 

landlord may not prohibit a tenant or a tenant’s guest (who holds a license to carry) from 

carrying a concealed handgun on the leased premises of a multifamily property as necessary to 

enter the tenant’s dwelling unit, to exit the leased premises, or to enter a vehicle on the leased 

premises. 

 

H.B. 1969 (Neave) – City Marshals:  would provide that: (1) a city may establish a marshal 

reserve force to be appointed by the city marshal; and (2) a reserve deputy marshal is considered 

a peace officer. 

 
H.B. 1972 (Giddings) – School Districts:  would, among other things, require a school district 

peace officer or a school resource officer who provides law enforcement at a school district with 

an enrollment of 5,000 or more students to complete certain education and training not later than 

180 days after the officer’s commission by or placement in the district or campus. 

 
H.B. 1988 (Larson) – Motorboats:  would provide that a motorboat operator may not operate a 

motorboat less than 26 feet in length and equipped by the manufacturer with an engine cutoff 

switch without first verifying that the switch and other mechanisms are operational and fully 

functional. 
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H.B. 2006 (Anchia) – HIV Testing:  would provide, among other things, that: (1) if a health 

care provider (presumably including emergency medical services personnel) determines that a 

person is at a high risk for contracting HIV infection, the provider may not reveal a negative test 

result to the person tested without giving that person the immediate opportunity for individual, 

face-to-face, post-test counseling and written information from a readily available source on 

various HIV information; and (2) a person who is injured by an intentional violation of (1) may 

bring a civil action for damages and may recover actual damages and attorney’s fees for each 

violation. 

 
H.B. 2030 (Dutton) – Offense Report:  would provide that an offense report prepared in the 

investigation of a criminal case must be signed by each peace officer who contributed to the 

report. 

 
H.B. 2032 (Gervin-Hawkins) – Public Transit:  would increase the criminal penalty for certain 

offenses committed on the premises of a public transportation system. 

 

H.B. 2044 (S. Thompson) – Police Officers:  would make various changes concerning peace 

officers, racial profiling, use of force, equipment, and disciplinary procedures, including the 

following:   

 

1. require that a law enforcement agency include as part of its racial profiling policy the 

collection of information relating to any contraband or other evidence discovered in the 

course of a search conducted as part of a vehicle stop in which a citation is issued or an 

arrest is made;  

2. require a law enforcement agency to include in its annual incident-based data report 

information about whether contraband or other evidence was discovered in the course of 

a search;  

3. require that certain funds given to a law enforcement agency through the Texas 

Department of Public Safety (DPS) for audio and video equipment only be used to install 

video camera and transmitter-activated equipment in police vehicles and motorcycles 

regularly used to make motor vehicle stops, and require that a law enforcement agency 

certify to DPS that it is using the equipment during each motor vehicle stop that is 

capable of being recorded; 

4. provide when a peace officer or a person acting in a peace officer’s presence and at the 

officer’s direction is justified in using nonlethal force; 

5. provide that a peace officer is justified in using deadly force if the officer reasonably 

believes that the person for whom arrest is authorized poses an imminent threat of death 

or serious bodily injury, and the officer first attempts to use nonlethal force to make the 

arrest or prevent the person’s escape, unless the officer reasonably believes that nonlethal 

force is insufficient to mitigate the threat; 

6. provide that a person acting in an officer’s presence and at the officer’s direction is 

justified in using deadly force if the actor reasonably believes that the person for whom 

arrest is authorized poses an imminent threat of death or serious bodily injury, and the 

actor first attempts to use nonlethal force to make or assist in making the arrest or to 

prevent or assist in preventing the person’s escape, unless the actor reasonably believes 

that nonlethal force is insufficient to mitigate the threat; 
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7. provide that a meet and confer agreement may not conflict with and does not supersede a 

statute, ordinance, order, civil service provision, or rule concerning the disciplinary 

actions that may be imposed on a police officer, and require that such an agreement 

implement a progressive disciplinary matrix; 

8. make various changes in civil service cities (civil service cities should carefully review 

the bill’s provisions), including the following: 

(a) require a civil service commission to adopt rules that prescribe disciplinary 

actions that may be taken against a police officer under a progressive disciplinary 

matrix; 

(b) in regard to an appeal by a police officer to the civil service commission for an 

incident that involves an individual who is a member of the public, require:  (i) 

the name and address of the individual be included in the appeal; (ii) the 

commission to give the individual notice of the hearing and information about 

their right to attend and provide evidence to the commission; and (iii) give the 

individual the right to request the commission to subpoena information and 

witnesses pertinent to the case; 

(c) prohibit a civil service commission from opening a promotional exam to a police 

officer who has sustained an excessive force complaint during a certain time 

period, and require that points be deducted from such an exam grade if the officer 

was the subject of disciplinary action within a certain time; 

(d) provide that the head of the police department may suspend an officer for a 

violation of a civil service rule for a reasonable period not to exceed 30 calendar 

days or for an indefinite period (i.e., dismissal); 

(e) provide the procedures that must be used in regard to a suspension described in 

(d), including how the suspension is communicated to the civil service 

commission and the officer and how a police officer may appeal the suspension; 

(f) require a civil service commission, before refusing to grant a request for 

demotion of a police officer, to obtain from the department the contact 

information for any person involved in any incident related to the demotion 

recommendation, and notify any such person that they may request a public 

hearing and present reasons why the commission should grant the request; 

(g) require a hearing examiner to presume a disciplinary action applied to a police 

officer under a progressive disciplinary matrix is reasonable unless the facts 

indicate that the department inappropriately applied a category of offense to the 

particular violation; and 

(h) authorize a police department head to bring a charge against a police officer for a 

violation of civil service rules within 60 days after the date of final disposition of 

a criminal indictment or complaint; 

9. require that the department head in a civil service city forward a document that relates to 

disciplinary action against a police officer for inclusion in the officer’s personnel file (not 

the “(g) file”), and require that a record of a supervisory intervention procedure or inquiry 

be maintained in the same file;  

10. provide that in a city with a population of 460,000 or more that operates under a city 

manager form of government an agreement affecting police officers may not conflict with 

and does not supersede a statue, order, ordinance, o rule concerning the disciplinary 
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actions that may be imposed on a police officer and that an agreement must implement a 

progressive disciplinary matrix; and 

11. provide that in a city with a population of 1.5 million or more that has not adopted 

Chapter 174, an agreement may not conflict with and does not supersede an ordinance, 

order, statute, or rule concerning the disciplinary actions that may be imposed on a police 

officer and that an agreement must implement a progressive disciplinary matrix; 

12. provide that The Fire and Police Employee Relations Act does not authorize the adoption 

or implementation of an agreement that conflicts with an ordinance, order, statute, or rule 

concerning the disciplinary actions that may be imposed on a police officer, and that an 

agreement adopted under the Act must implement a progressive disciplinary matrix; and 

13. require the Bill Blackwood Law Enforcement Management Institute of Texas to develop 

a model progressive disciplinary matrix and associated training materials, and 

disseminate the model and materials to all law enforcement agencies and civil service 

commissions by January 1, 2018. 

 

H.B. 2068 (Phillips) – Driver Responsibility Program/Traffic Fines:  would, among other 

things: (1) repeal the driver responsibility program; (2) increase the state traffic fine imposed on 

moving violations from $30 to $60; (3) reduce from 5 to 2.5 percent the administrative portion a 

city may retain to administer the remission of the fine to the comptroller; (3) reallocate the state 

traffic fine allocation to give 58.5 percent to the state’s general fund (with certain “overflow” 

funds continuing to go to the Texas Mobility Fund) and 41.5 to the state’s designated trauma 

facility and emergency services account; (4) impose additional fines on driving while intoxicated 

and similar offenses, ranging from $1,000 - $2,000 per year; (5) increase the fine for driving 

without insurance to $250 per year; and (6) provide that a city shall remit the fines in (4) and (5) 

to the comptroller each quarter for deposit into the trauma facility and emergency services 

account, and may retain 2.5 percent for administrative costs.  

 

H.B. 2200 (Hinojosa) – Possession of Marihuana:  would provide an affirmative defense to 

prosecution for a person who: (1) possesses marihuana if it was prescribed by a physician; or (2) 

is the primary caregiver of the patient prescribed marihuana.  The bill would also prohibit a law 

enforcement agency from initiating an administrative, civil, or criminal investigation into a 

physician licensed to practice medicine in Texas if the physician discussed marihuana as a 

treatment option with a patient or discussed the potential benefits of marihuana. 

 

S.B. 883 (Perry) – Life-Sustaining Treatment:  would: (1) require a health care facility or 

treating physician to disclose in writing any policy they have relating to the provision of life-

sustaining treatment to a patient; (2) prohibit a health care facility or treating physician from 

withholding, withdrawing, or restricting life-sustaining treatment to a minor patient unless:  (a) 

authorized by an advanced directive or certain DNR orders; and (b) the facility or physician has 

complied with any request of the minor patient’s parent, guardian, or managing conservator to 

get another medical opinion or transfer the patient to another facility; (3) except a physician or 

facility from the prohibition in (2) if, after a reasonably diligent effort, the facility is unable to 

locate the parent, guardian or conservator within 72 hours of determining the treatment to be 

medically inappropriate; and (4) provide that the desire of a competent minor patient to receive 

life-sustaining treatment supersedes of the effect of an authorization described in (2) or a 

determination made by a physician/facility as described in (3).  
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S.B. 901 (West) – Drones: would: (1) with certain exceptions, provide that a person commits an 

offense if the person intentionally operates an unmanned aircraft near a correctional facility; and 

(2) provide an exemption from the various places that drones are prohibited under current law for 

a drone that is being used for a commercial purpose, if the operator is authorized by the Federal 

Aviation Administration to conduct operations over that airspace. 

 

S.B. 908 (Creighton) - Medical Supply Transport Vehicles:  would provide that: (1) a vehicle 

used by a medical supply distributor to transport prescription drugs and other medical supplies to 

an emergency care facility or pharmacy located in an area declared a disaster area by the 

governor may have access to highways, streets, and bridges as if the transport vehicle were an 

emergency vehicle if: (a) law enforcement officials in the disaster area can provide adequate 

security to prevent theft; (b) the weight of the transport vehicle will not jeopardize the structural 

integrity or any highway, street, or bridge located in the disaster area; and (c) the transport 

vehicle will not negatively impact evacuation activities; and (2) the Texas Division of 

Emergency Management shall establish procedures to assist medical supply distributors in 

accessing highways, streets or bridges and provide distributors with documentation specifying 

the distributors’ access to highways, streets, and bridges. (Companion bill is H.B. 1816 by 

Metcalf.) 

 
 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 1956 (Springer) – Off-Highway Vehicles:  would:  (1) make laws currently applicable to 

“all-terrain” vehicles applicable to “off-highway” vehicles, including a law that allows a peace 

officer to operate the vehicle on a public street under certain circumstances; (2) define “off-

highway” vehicle to mean an all-terrain vehicle, recreational off-highway vehicle, or a utility 

vehicle; and (3) define “utility vehicle” to mean a vehicle that is not a golf cart or lawn mower 

and is:  (a) equipped with side-by-side seating; (b) has four tires; (c) is designed for off-highway 

use only; and (d) is designed primarily for utility work and not for recreational purposes. 

 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 1837 (Springer) – Outdoor Burning: would allow the commissioners court of a county to 

require a person to notify a city, as specified by the commissioners court, before starting an 

outdoor fire in the county.  

 

H.B. 1863 (Lucio) – Pollution Control: would: (1) limit the disbursement of state water 

pollution control funds to projects eligible for assistance under Section 603(c) of the Federal 

Water Pollution Control Act; and (2) extend the term of the loan from 20 years to the lesser of 30 

years or the projected useful life of the project. (Companion bill is S.B. 866 by Perry.)  

 

H.B. 1874 (R. Anderson) – Battery Recycling Program: would require a producer of covered 

batteries to implement a stewardship program providing for the collection of covered batteries.  
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H.B. 1946 (Parker) – Water Districts: would provide that certain contracts or leases submitted 

to the attorney general by certain water districts are incontestable.  

 

H.B. 1964 (Murphy) – Master Water Meters: would make various changes to the authority 

and liability of owners and managers of apartment houses, manufactured home rental 

communities, condominiums, and multiple use facilities in charging tenants for submetered and 

nonsubmetered master metered water and wastewater services. 
 

H.B. 1979 (Landgraf) – Emissions Reduction: would, among other things, establish a 

governmental alternative fuel fleet grant program to assist cities in purchasing or leasing new 

motor vehicles that operate primarily on an alternative fuel. (Companion bill is S.B. 26 by 

Estes.) 

 

H.B. 2005 (Larson) – Aquifer Storage and Recovery: would require the Texas Water 

Development Board to work with potential sponsors of aquifer storage and recovery projects 

identified in the state water plan to conduct a study and prepare a report of the most favorable 

areas for aquifer storage and recovery to be submitted to the governor, lieutenant governor, and 

speaker of the house.  

 

H.B. 2046 (Walle) – Solid Waste Disposal Fee: would increase the amount of the solid waste 

disposal fee and the allocation of revenue from the fee.  

 

H.B. 2086 (Walle) – TCEQ Standard Permits: would provide that a plot plan is required on an 

application for the issuance of a standard permit for air quality through the Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality.  

 

H.B. 2092 (Morrison) – Grease Trap Waste: would prohibit the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality from issuing a permit, registration, or other authorization for land 

application of grit or grease trap waste. (Note: this would not apply to a permit issue to an entity 

for the disposal of grit or grease trap waste at a municipal solid waste Type V facility.) (This bill 

is similar to S.B. 746 by Kolkhorst.) 

 

H.B. 2114 (Perez) – Bill Payment Assistance: would allow the Public Utility Commission to 

use information from the Health and Human Services Commission on persons who receive 

medical or nutritional assistance to assist a city-owned utility in providing bill payment 

assistance to customers.  

 

S.B. 862 (Perry) – Groundwater Conservation District: would allow a prevailing party, in a 

suit in which a groundwater conservation district is a party, to seek attorney’s fees.  

 

S.B. 866 (Perry) – Pollution Control: would: (1) limit the disbursement of state water pollution 

control funds to projects eligible for assistance under Section 603(c) of the Federal Water 

Pollution Control Act; and (2) extend the term of the loan from 20 years to the lesser of 30 years 

or the projected useful life of the project. (Companion bill is H.B. 1863 by Lucio.)  

 

S.B. 873 (Creighton) – Master Water Meters:  this bill is the same as H.B. 1964, above.  
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S.B. 939 (Bettencourt) – Environmental Rules: would: (1) require the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality to conduct a regulatory analysis that identifies the costs and 

environmental effects expected to result from implementation of and compliance with the rule; 

and (2) require TCEQ to incorporate a draft impact analysis describing the anticipated effects of 

the proposed rule into the fiscal note.   

 

S.B. 960 (Nichols) – Outdoor Burning: would require the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality to authorize a certified and insured prescribed burn manager to direct a prescribed burn 

of waste. (Companion bill is H.B. 1672 by Ashby.) 
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The PUC’s Sustained Bombardment of City Authority: 

Private Profit from Free Use of City Rights-of-Way? 
 

In Complaint of ExteNet Network Sys., Inc. against the City of Houston for imposition of fees for 

use of public right-of-way, a panel of administrative law Judges (ALJs) has urged the Texas 

Public Utility Commission (PUC) mandate that certain wireless telecommunications companies 

are entitled to free use of city rights-of-way. These companies (e.g., ExteNet and others) are 

using small cellular nodes to supplement the capacity of those massive cellular towers that now 

dot the landscape.   

  

Those large towers have become overcrowded with signals from the smartphones that almost 

everyone now carries.  The industry solution is to deploy smaller antenna in densely-populated 

areas to provide more bandwidth.  Their business plan is to use city right-of-way to quickly 

deploy the technology.  That wouldn’t necessarily be problem, except they want to do it for free.  

And they want cities to have minimal authority over it. 

  

Streets, alleys, and sidewalks.  In a city, these transportation assets are held by the city in trust 

for the public good.  Constructing and maintaining them in good and safe conditions are a core 

municipal function.  For over 150 years, private utility companies have sought access to these 

assets to provide their services, be they gas, electric, or telecommunications. 

  

City residents typically want the services provided by these companies, but most of them 

probably don’t understand the complexities of keeping streets and rights-of-way in working 

order when private utilities place their facilities on, under, or along them.  Natural tensions exist 

between the city officials charged with protecting the people’s assets and quality of life and the 

employees of private companies that seek to make money by their use. 

http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/WebApp/Interchange/application/dbapps/filings/pgControl.asp?TXT_UTILITY_TYPE=A&TXT_CNTRL_NO=45280&TXT_ITEM_MATCH=1&TXT_ITEM_NO=&TXT_N_UTILITY=&TXT_N_FILE_PARTY=&TXT_DOC_TYPE=ALL&TXT_D_FROM=&TXT_D_TO=&TXT_NEW=true
http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/WebApp/Interchange/application/dbapps/filings/pgControl.asp?TXT_UTILITY_TYPE=A&TXT_CNTRL_NO=45280&TXT_ITEM_MATCH=1&TXT_ITEM_NO=&TXT_N_UTILITY=&TXT_N_FILE_PARTY=&TXT_DOC_TYPE=ALL&TXT_D_FROM=&TXT_D_TO=&TXT_NEW=true
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Telephone, video, gas, and electric companies each have state laws that allow them to use city 

rights-of-way, with certain conditions.  Those laws balance the needs of the people to get the 

services with the people’s demand for functioning streets.  They also require the utilities to pay 

value-based rental for the use of city property.  The Texas Constitution requires that because 

citizens of Texas know that politicians sometimes want to help out their friends.  Without the 

Texas Constitution’s prohibition against giving away public property, those politicians could 

give the valuable use of city property away, harming the interests of the taxpayers.  

  

When a private company has new technology to allow it to better provide a service, it obviously 

wants to quickly and cheaply deploy that product.  Take, for example, video over fiber optic.  In 

the early 2000s, AT&T began rolling out its Uverse product (which included fiber-based video 

programming).  It found that negotiating individual franchises with each city (as the law required 

at the time) was burdensome to doing that as quickly as it wished.   AT&T went to the 

legislature, and passed legislation allowing it to obtain a franchise from the state instead.  That 

legislation was a compromise under which AT&T could more quickly deploy and cities retained 

right-of-way management authority and value-based compensation.  

  

The newest technology for cellular broadband is the use of small cellular nodes to supplement 

the capacity of those massive, existing cellular towers.  The industry solution is to deploy smaller 

antenna in densely-populated areas to provide more bandwidth.  (In some locations, the small 

antennas may even eventually become the replacement for land-line broadband service of any 

type.) 

  

City officials want this technology, no doubt.  But city officials should be concerned with how 

some companies have tried to deploy it.   In October 2015, a wireless tower builder known as 

ExteNet filed a complaint against the City of Houston at the PUC.  The complaint asks the PUC 

to order the city to allow the company to install equipment for small antennas in the city’s rights-

of-way on their own poles or existing city or other utility poles without paying compensation to 

the city. (A similar complaint filed in December 2015 against the City of Dallas by a company 

known as Crown Castle is still pending.) 

  

The legal aspects of the case are complex, but the underlying premise is not.  The case is about 

wireless antenna poles and towers being installed in the rights-of-way by a private company 

wanting to profit from the free use of taxpayer-owned property. 

  

The companies claim that a 16-year-old law, Chapter 283 of the Texas Local Government Code, 

gives them the power to move forward with their plans. Chapter 283 was not written to allow 

wireless equipment installation in the rights-of-way (because the technology didn’t even exist 

back then). Moreover, these same companies have previously obtained a city’s consent to install 

wireless facilities in the rights-of-way.  

  

Chapter 283 replaced telecommunications franchise agreements with a new system of 

compensation based on retail, end-user “access lines” for the formerly city franchised wireline 

providers.  Essentially, a PUC certified telecommunications provider (CTP) may use the rights-

of-way and pays compensation for the use of the rights-of-way based on how many retail end-
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user lines it operates in a city, known as “access lines.”  The new access line system represented 

a relatively successful compromise in 1999 in the context of a rapidly changing, and recently 

deregulated telecommunications industry.  

  

The ALJs who heard ExteNet’s contested case against Houston concluded that, because it is a 

CTP, ExteNet’s use of the rights-of-way is governed by Chapter 283, including installation of 

wireless equipment.  However, the ALJs found that, because ExteNet has no retail end-use 

customers, it has no access lines and thus pays no access line fees under Chapter 283 for that 

installation.   

  

ExteNet provides a wholesale service to cellular phone companies.  This service extends from an 

antenna located on a utility pole or tower back to the Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) 

provider [e.g., AT&T, Verizon, Sprint, and T-Mobile] customer’s macro tower hub location.  

The antenna system routes customers’ cellphone calls to the CMRS provider’s hub and switch to 

allow the CMRS provider to connect the caller to the person being called.  ExteNet installs 

equipment to perform the function of routing calls to the CMRS hub.  ExteNet calls this service 

“backhaul.”  The ALJs found that this “backhaul service” provided by ExteNet is not counted as 

an access line.  

  

The ALJs stated that: 

  

If the PUC determines that backhaul service provided by a CTP to wireless carriers 

should be counted as an access line, a rulemaking can be opened under the statute and, 

after the rule is enacted, ExteNet would then be subject to the revised definition of 

access line and any resulting fees.  However, under Chapter 283 and the current 

substantive rules, ExteNet is a CTP providing backhaul service, which is not 

compensable to the city as an access line. 

  

In an extremely puzzling statement, the ALJs also stated that “ExteNet’s customers, CMRS 

providers, already pay the city for their use of the right of way, and ExteNet’s backhaul service is 

part of what is already covered in the CMRS providers’ franchise agreements.”  That’s 

incorrect.  Some of those companies have land lines for which they pay fees, but none pays 

based on wireless accounts.  The PUC will conduct an open meeting to discuss the proposal at 

9:30 a.m. on March 30, 2017, in Austin.   

  

The ALJs ExteNet proposal to the PUC comes on the heels of similar aggressive action at the 

federal level.  At the end of 2015, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) issued 

a public notice seeking comment on two topics that could shape the future of cities’ control over 

their rights-of-way. The FCC’s Wireless Bureau requested public comment on how to 

“streamline” the deployment of small wireless facilities, primarily through potential changes to 

local land-use ordinances, and it also seeks comment on a petition filed by infrastructure 

company Mobilitie regarding local government rules and procedures. 

  

Legislation has been filed this session relating to the issue as well.  (See S.B. 1044, summarized 

elsewhere in this edition.)  The legislation would authorize “streamlined access” to city  rights-

of-way, but it would also include a fee of up to $1,000 multiplied by the number of node support 
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poles (i.e., those installed by a private company dedicated to cell service) and utility poles (i.e., 

those that provide electric or telecommunications service). 

  

League staff will continue to monitor and participate in this quickly-changing regulatory 

landscape. 

 

 

FCC Announces Broadband Committee 
 

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has formed a new Broadband Deployment 

Advisory Committee (BDAC). The BDAC, which is tasked with developing recommendations to 

expedite wired and wireless broadband deployment in cites by “reducing regulatory barriers,” 

will consist of members of the public appointed by the FCC. 

 

With state preemption of city right-of-way authority looming, and new leadership at the FCC, it 

is possible that the BDAC could recommend federal preemption as well.  Because of that, the 

National League of Cites sent a letter to the FCC recommending municipal experts for service on 

the committee. 

 

Two of those recommendations (Snapper Carr, Focused Advocacy, Austin and Kevin Pagan, 

City Attorney, McAllen) are experts from Texas.  They received the endorsement from the 

League and the Texas City Attorneys Association.   

 

The membership of the BDAC has not yet been announced. Meetings, once they have been set, 

will be open to the public and streamed online. 

  

 

Voter ID Update: DOJ Changes Sides 
 

This week, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) dropped its claim that the Texas legislature 

purposefully discriminated against minority voters by adopting voter identification legislation in 

2011. The decision was not unexpected considering the change in administration at the federal 

level.  

 

The DOJ has indicated that it will now argue in support of Texas lawmakers’ claim that the voter 

identification legislation from 2011 didn’t specifically target minority voters. Even with the 

DOJ’s role reversal, there is no indication that litigation surrounding the issue is any closer to 

being resolved.   

 

Meanwhile, two bills related to the issue, S.B. 5 (Huffman) and H.B. 2481 (P. King), have been 

filed this legislative session. The bills would amend the voter identification law to address its 

alleged discriminatory aspects as pointed out in federal court rulings over the past five years.  

 

The League will continue to monitor the voter identification issue and provide updates as 

necessary.   

 

http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92232071:7mMWCubNP:m:1:2011903828:FBDDFA34405EA5FA1A4C7CDD4C58FF4E:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92232071:7mMWCubNP:m:1:2011903828:FBDDFA34405EA5FA1A4C7CDD4C58FF4E:r
http://echo4.bluehornet.com/ct/92232070:7mMWCubNP:m:1:2011903828:FBDDFA34405EA5FA1A4C7CDD4C58FF4E:r
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TML Names Legislator of the Month for February 
 

Representative Drew Springer is the TML Legislator of the Month for 

February 2017. Representative Springer represents House District 68 that 

covers 22 counties and over 50 cities, which include Gainesville, Graham, 

Childress, Vernon, Bowie, and Muenster. 

 

First elected in 2012, Representative Springer is serving in his third term, 

is currently Vice-Chairman of the House County Affairs Committee, and is 

a member of the powerful House Ways and Means Committee.  This 

session, Representative Springer has filed House Bill 207, which would 

clarify the authority of general law cities to enact sex offender residency restrictions.  We 

applaud Representative Springer for ensuring that cities across Texas will be able to continue to 

protect the most vulnerable in our communities. 

 

We hope city leaders across Texas, and particularly those in Representative Springer’s district, 

will express their appreciation to this outstanding leader. 

 

 

Significant Committee Actions 
 

S.B. 15 (Huffines), relating to an exemption from ad valorem taxation of the residence 

homestead of the surviving spouse of a first responder who is killed or fatally injured in the line 

of duty.  Reported from the Senate Finance Committee.  

 

S.J.R. 1 (Campbell), a joint resolution proposing a constitutional amendment authorizing the 

legislature to provide for an exemption from ad valorem taxation of all or part of the market 

value of the residence homestead of surviving spouse.  Reported from the Senate Finance 

Committee.  

 

 

City-Related Bills Filed 

 

Property Tax 

 

H.B. 2227 (Murphy) – Property Appraisal: would authorize the chief appraiser to change the 

appraisal roll at any time to correct an erroneous denial or cancellation of: (1) any residence 

homestead property tax exemption if the applicant or recipient is disabled or is 65 or older; or (2) 

a residence homestead exemption for a surviving spouse, a residence homestead exemption of a 

totally disabled veteran, or a property tax exemption for a disabled veteran. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 945 by Bettencourt.)  

 

H.B. 2228 (Murphy) – Property Tax Deadlines: would, among other things: (1) provide that 

the chief appraiser shall accept and approve or deny an application for a Freeport property tax 

exemption after the deadline for filing it has passed if it is filed not later than June 1; and (2) 
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provide that rendition statements and property reports for property located in an appraisal district 

in which one or more taxing units exempt Freeport property must be delivered to the chief 

appraiser not later than Apri1 1, and the chief appraiser may extend the filing deadline to not 

later than May 1 for good cause on written request by the property owner. (Companion bill is 

S.B. 946 by Bettencourt.)  

 

H.B. 2241 (Lozano) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that, for purposes of appraising 

a property, improving the exterior of a replacement structure with higher quality construction and 

composition than the replaced structure is not considered to be an improvement for a structure 

that was rendered uninhabitable or unusable by a casualty or by wind or water damage. 

 

H.B. 2253 (Darby) – Property Tax Refund: would provide that the court that makes the final 

determination of a property tax appeal shall, in its discretion, determine the amount on which 

interest is to be calculated, provided that the amount is: (1) not greater than the amount refunded; 

and (2) not less than the difference between the minimum amount the taxpayer was required to 

pay to preserve the right to appeal and the amount of taxes for which the property owner is 

liable.   

 

H.B. 2265 (Munoz) – Appraisal District: would, among other things, provide that: (1) an 

appraisal district is governed by a board of five directors; (2) one director is elected from each of 

the four commissioners precincts of the county for which the appraisal district is established; (3) 

the county assessor-collector is a director by virtue of the person’s office; (4) if the county 

assessor-collector is ineligible to serve pursuant to a contract, the appraisal district is governed 

by the four directors elected from the commissioners precincts and a director elected from the 

county at large; and (5) the directors other than the county assessor-collector are elected at the 

general election for state an county officers and serve two-year terms beginning on January 1 of 

odd-numbered years. (Companion bill is H.B. 495 by Phelan.) 

 

H.B. 2314 (Murphy) – Appraisal of Agricultural or Open-Space Land: would, among other 

things, eliminate the requirement that a person pay interest along with additional taxes if land 

that has been designated for agricultural use in any year is sold or diverted to a nonagricultural 

use. (Companion bill is S.B. 629 by Schwertner.) 
 

H.B. 2356 (Cosper) – Military Cities: would provide that, for purposes of the applicability of 

the law governing the provision of state aid to certain local governments disproportionately 

affected by the granting of property tax relief to disabled veterans, the term “local government” 

means a city located wholly or partly in: (1) a county in which a United States military 

installation is wholly or partly located; or (2) a county adjacent to a county described by (1).  
 
H.B. 2367 (Murphy) – Property Tax Collection: would provide that the interest rate during a 

period of deferred collection of taxes on the residence homestead of an elderly or disabled 

individual is the five-year Constant Maturity Treasury Rate reported by the Federal Reserve as of 

January 1 of the year in which the deferral or abatement was obtained.  

 

H.J.R. 86 (Button) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that: (1) that the surviving spouse of a first responder who is killed or fatally injured in 

the line of duty is entitled to an exemption from taxation of the total appraised value of the 
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surviving spouse’s residence homestead so long as the surviving spouse has not remarried since 

the death of the first responder; and (2) that a surviving spouse who receives an exemption under 

(1) is entitled to receive an exemption from taxation of a property that the surviving spouse 

subsequently qualifies as the surviving spouse’s residence homestead in an amount equal to the 

dollar amount of the exemption from taxation of the first property for which the surviving spouse 

received the exemption in the last year in which the exemption applied so long as the surviving 

spouse has not remarried since the death of the first responder. (Companion bill is S.J.R. 1 by 

Campbell.) 

 

S.B. 972 (Zaffirini) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that a property owner may 

request the chief appraiser of an appraisal district in which real property owned by the property 

owner is located to reappraise the property if a building located on the property is completely 

destroyed by a casualty, so long as the request is made in writing not later than the 180
th

 day 

after the date the casualty occurs. 

 

S.B. 987 (Buckingham) – Appraisal Review Board: would: (1) authorize the appraisal review 

board, on motion of the chief appraiser or a property owner, to direct by written order changes in 

the appraisal roll or related records as provided by (2); and (2) authorize the appraisal review 

board to order the appraised value of the owner’s property in the current tax year and either of 

the two preceding tax years to be changed to the sales price of the property in the current tax year 

if, for each tax year for which the change is to be made: (a) the property qualifies as that owner’s 

residence homestead; (b) the sales price of the property is at least ten percent less than the 

appraised value of the property; and (c) the board makes a finding that the sales price reflects the 

market value of the property. (Companion bill is H.B. 1660 by Phelan.) 

 

S.B. 1006 (Nichols) – Property Tax Appraisal: would provide that land used principally as an 

ecological laboratory by a public or private college or university does not qualify for appraisal as 

qualified open-space land unless the land was appraised as qualified open-space land on the basis 

of that use for the 2017 tax year. 

 

S.B. 1030 (L. Taylor) – Property Tax Exemption: would exempt from property taxation the 

real property owned by a person that is leased to an open-enrollment charter school if: (1) the 

real property is used exclusively by the school for education functions; (2) the real property is 

reasonably necessary for the operation of the school; (3) the property owner certifies by affidavit 

to the school that the rent for the lease of the real property will be reduced by a commensurate 

amount; (4) the property owner provides the school with a disclosure document stating the 

amount by which the taxes on the real property are reduced due to the exemption and the method 

to be implemented to ensure that the rent charged reflects the reduction; and (5) the rent charged 

for the lease of the real property reflects the reduction in the amount of property taxes due to the 

exemption through a monthly or annual credit against the rent. (See S.J.R. 42, below.) 

(Companion bill is H.B. 382 by Murphy.)  

 

S.B. 1047 (Creighton) – Property Tax Installments: would provide that: (1) a person may pay 

a taxing unit’s taxes imposed on property that the person owns in four equal installments without 

penalty or interest if the first installment is paid before the delinquency date and is accompanied 

by notice to the taxing unit that the person will pay the remaining taxes in three equal 
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installments; (2) if the delinquency date is February 1, the second installment must be paid 

before April 1, the third installment must be paid before June 1, and the fourth installment must 

be paid before August 1; (3) if the delinquency date is a date other than February 1, the second 

installment must be paid before the first day of the second month after the delinquency date, the 

third installment must be paid before the first day of the fourth month after the delinquency date, 

and the fourth installment must be paid before the first of the sixth month after the delinquency 

date; and (4) notwithstanding the deadline in (1) for the payment of the first installment, a person 

may pay the taxes in four equal installments as provided by (1) if the first installment is paid and 

the required notice is provided before the first day of the first month after the delinquency date. 

(Companion bill is H.B. 1782 by Faircloth.) 

 

S.J.R. 42 (L. Taylor) – Property Tax Exemption: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

authorize the legislature to exempt from property taxation any real property that is leased for use 

as an open-enrollment charter school for educational purposes. (See S.B. 1030, above.) 

 

 

Sales Tax 

 

H.B. 2171 (Guillen) – Sales Tax Overpayment: would require the comptroller to: (1) notify a 

city, county, or other local taxing entity if the taxing entity’s portion of the tax for which a refund 

is claimed or a credit is taken is equal to or greater than five percent of the amount of sales and 

use taxes received by the taxing entity during the preceding calendar year; and (2) provide the 

notice not later than the 20
th

 day after the date the refund is claimed or the credit is taken.  
 

H.B. 2381 (Frullo) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt from sales taxes a service performed 

by a certified public accountancy firm if less than one percent of the firm’s revenue in the 

calendar year is from services in Texas that would otherwise constitute insurance service. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1083 by Perry.) 

 

H.B. 2475 (S. Davis) – Sales Tax Exemption: would exempt certain amusement services from 

the sales tax.  

 

S.B. 1083 (Perry) – Sales Tax Exemption: this bill is the same as H.B. 2381, above. 

 

 

Purchasing 

 

H.B. 2170 (Kacal) – Construction Liability:  would provide that: (1) a person, other than an 

architect or engineer acting in the scope of the person’s profession, who provides plans, 

specifications, or related documents to another person for a contract for the construction or repair 

of an improvement to real property, impliedly guarantees and warranties the adequacy, accuracy, 

sufficiency, and suitability of the plans, specifications, or related documents provided to the 

other person; and (2) a person may not waive the requirement in (1) by contract or other means. 
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H.B. 2234 (Shaheen) – Purchasing: would allow the comptroller to authorize governmental 

entities to purchase goods or services through the comptroller’s office, and allow the comptroller 

to charge a reasonable administrative fee for such a program. 

 

H.B. 2343 (Workman) – Construction Defects:  this bill is somewhat unclear as to its 

application.  It would presumably apply to a construction project owned by a city, and it would 

mandate that – prior to bringing a lawsuit on a construction defect – an owner must obtain an 

inspection and report from an engineer and offer the contractor a chance to correct the defect. 

 

S.B. 29 (Creighton) – Israel:  would provide that neither a state nor a political subdivision may 

enter into a contract with a company for goods or services unless the contract contains a written 

verification from the company that it: (1) does not boycott Israel; and (2) will not boycott Israel 

during the term of the contract.  (Companion bills are H.B. 89 by P. King and S.B. 134 by 

Creighton.) 

 

 

Elections 

 

H.B. 1452 (Blanco) – Election Cyber Attack Study: would provide that the secretary of state 

shall conduct a study regarding cyber attacks on election infrastructure, including: (1) an 

investigation of vulnerabilities and risks for a cyber attack against voting system machines, the 

list of registered voters, and election administrators’ websites; (2) information on any attempted 

cyber attack on voting system machines, the list of registered voters, and election administrator’s 

websites; and (3) recommendations for protecting voting system machines, the list of registered 

voters, and election administrators’ websites from a cyber attack. 

 

H.B. 2139 (Schofield) – Election Fraud: would provide, among other things, that a person 

commits an offense, if, with the intent to establish, maintain, or participate in a vote harvesting 

organization, the person commits or conspires to commit certain Texas Election Code offenses.  

 

H.B. 2157 (Miller) – Candidate Applications: would provide that: (1) a candidate’s application 

for a place on the ballot must be sworn to before a person authorized to administer oaths in 

Texas; and (2) each part of a petition must include an affidavit of the person who circulated it 

which must be executed before a person authorized to administer oaths in Texas.  

 

H.B. 2178 (Shaheen) – Poll Watchers: would provide that a poll watcher: (1) is entitled to be 

present at the voting station when a voter is being assisted by an election officer or by a person 

of the voter’s choice; and (2) may not be present at the voting station when a voter is preparing 

the voter’s ballot.  

 

H.B. 2201 (Vo) – Voting: would provide that a person commits an offense if, with respect to 

another person over whom the person has authority in the scope of employment, the person 

knowingly: (1) refuses to permit the other person to be absent from work on election day or 

while early voting is in progress for the purpose of attending the polls to vote; or (2) subjects or 

threatens to subject the other person to a penalty for attending the polls on election day or while 

early voting is in progress to vote.  
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H.B. 2202 (Vo) – Voter Identification: would provide that the following are acceptable forms 

of photo identification for voting: (1) a student identification card issued by a public institution 

of higher education located in this state that contains the person’s photograph; and (2) an 

identification card issued by a state agency of this state that contains the person’s photograph. 

(Companion bill is S.B. 284 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 2219 (Lozano) – Economic Development: would provide that a water desalination project 

is eligible for a limitation on appraised value for school tax purposes under Chapter 313 of the 

Tax Code.  

 

H.B. 2270 (Paul) – Election Officers: would: (1) require a member of the early voting ballot 

board to repeat aloud a specific oath before performing any duties as a member; (2) provide that 

each member of the early voting ballot board shall be issued a form of identification, prescribed 

by the secretary of state, to be displayed by the member during the member’s hours of service on 

the board; (3) require a central counting station officer to repeat a specific oath aloud before 

performing any duties as a member; (4) provide that each election officer shall be issued a form 

of identification, prescribed by the secretary of state, to be displayed by the officer during the 

officer’s hours of service at the central counting station; (5) provide that to be eligible for 

appointment as an assistant to the tabulation supervisor, a person must be a registered voter of 

the political subdivision served by the authority establishing the counting station or an employee 

of the political subdivision that adopts or owns the voting system; and (6) require the plan for 

counting station operation to be available to the public on request not later than 5 p.m. on the 

fifth day before the date of the election.  

 

H.B. 2311 (Miller) – Application for Ballot by Mail: would provide that: (1) an application for 

a ballot to be voted by mail may indicate a change of residence address; and (2) if a voter 

includes a change of residence address in the voter’s application, the early voting clerk shall 

notify the appropriate voter registrars of the change. 

 

H.B. 2323 (Israel) – Special Election to Fill Vacancy: would: (1) clarify that, for a special 

election to be held on the date of the general election for state and county officers, the filing 

deadline is 5 p.m. of the 75
th

 day before election day; and (2) require that a declaration of write-

in candidacy for a special election must be filed not later than: (a) 5 p.m. of the 62
nd

 day before 

election day, if election day is on or after the 70
th

 day after the date the election is ordered; or (b) 

5 p.m. of the 40
th

 day before election day, if election day is on or after the 46
th

 day and before the 

70th day after the date the election is ordered. 

 

H.B. 2325 (Israel) – Candidate Applications: would require that an official form for an 

application that a candidate is required to file include, among other things: (1) a space for the 

candidate’s public mailing address; and (2) a space for the candidate’s email address at which the 

candidate receives correspondence relating to the candidate’s campaign.  

 

H.B. 2327 (Israel) – Candidate Application: would require a candidate’s application for a 

place on the ballot to include a public mailing address at which the candidate receives 

correspondence relating to the candidate’s campaign, if available.  
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H.B. 2391 (Swanson) – Runoff Ballot: would, among other things, provide that the order of the 

candidates’ names on the ballot of any resulting runoff election or election held to resolve a tie 

vote shall be in the relative order of names on the original election ballot.  

 

H.B. 2411 (Israel) – Online Election Database: would: (1) require the secretary of state to post 

on the secretary of state’s Internet website a database containing information about each holder 

of and candidate for any elected office; (2) require the database to include the following 

information about a holder of elected office: (a) name; (b) office title, including any district, 

place, or position; (c) if the office is elected at large or by district; (d) the date of the previous 

and next election for the office; (e) a public mailing address; (f) a public telephone number, if 

available; and (g) a public email address, if available; (3) require the database to include the 

following information about a candidate for an elected office: (a) name; (b) office sought, 

including any district, place, or position; (c) if the office is elected at large or by district; (d) date 

of the election; (e) public mailing address; (f) public telephone number, if available; (g) public e-

mail address, if available; (h) name of the incumbent; and (i) if the candidate has filed as a write-

in candidate; (4) require the authority with whom a declaration of candidacy is filed to provide 

information about a candidate or officeholder to the secretary of state; (4) provide that a 

candidate’s name may not be printed on the ballot until the candidate’s name appears on the 

secretary of state’s Internet database; and (5) require the authority with whom the application is 

filed to provide the secretary of state with the candidate’s information required for the secretary 

of state’s Internet database.  

 

H.B. 2436 (Alonzo) – Voting Rights: would provide that a law of this state or a regulation, rule, 

order, ordinance, practice, or procedure of a political subdivision of this state may not be 

enacted, adopted, or applied in a manner that results in the denial or abridgement of the right of 

an individual to vote on account of race, color, ethnicity, or membership in a language minority 

group. For purposes of the bill, an individual’s ethnicity includes the individual’s membership in 

a group that shares a common primary language. 

 

H.B. 2452 (Reynolds) – Voter Identification: would, among other things, provide that a voter 

must present only a voter registration certificate in order to vote, rather than any form of photo 

identification. (Companion bill is H.B. 1005 by Israel.) 

 

H.B. 2481 (P. King) – Voter Identification: would, among other things: (1) require the 

secretary of state to establish a program using mobile units to provide election identification 

certificates to voters; (2) provide that a mobile unit under (1) may be used at special events or at 

the request of a constituent group; (3) provide that, upon offering to vote, a voter must present to 

an election officer at the polling place: (a) one form of acceptable photo identification; or (b) one 

form of acceptable proof of identification accompanied by a declaration stating the voter has a 

reasonable impediment to meeting the requirement for providing photo identification; (4) 

provide that an election officer may not question the reasonableness of an impediment sworn to 

by a voter in a declaration; (5) provide that if the requirement for identification prescribed by 

(3)(b) is not met, an election officer must notify the voter that the voter may be accepted for 

voting if the voter meets the requirement for identification prescribed by (3)(b) and issues the 

declaration declaring that the voter has one of the following reasonable impediments to meeting 
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the requirement for photo identification: (a) lack of transportation; (b) lack of birth certificate or 

other documents needed to obtain an acceptable form of photo identification; (c) work schedule; 

(d) lost or stolen identification; (e) disability or illness; (f) family responsibilities; or (g) an 

acceptable form of identification for voting has been applied for but not received; (6) provide 

that a person is subject to prosecution for perjury for a false statement or false information on the 

declaration; (7) provide that a person commits a third degree felony if the person knowingly 

makes a false statement on a declaration under (3)(b); (8) provide that the following 

documentation is acceptable as proof of identification for voting: (a) a government document 

showing the name and address of the voter, including the voter’s voter registration certificate; (b) 

one of the following documents that shows the name and address of a voter: (i) a copy of a 

current utility bill; (ii) a bank statement; (iii) a government check; or (iv) a paycheck; or (c) a 

certified copy of a domestic birth certificate or other document confirming birth that is 

admissible in a court of law and establishes the person’s identity; and (9) provide that a person 

70 years of age or older may use a form of identification listed in (8) that has expired for the 

purposes of voting if the identification is otherwise valid. (Companion bill is S.B. 5 by 

Huffman.)  

 

H.B. 2485 (Elkins) – Uniform Election Dates: would eliminate the first Saturday in May in an 

even-numbered year as a uniform election date. 

 

S.B. 5 (Huffman) – Voter Identification: this bill is the same as H.B. 2481, above. 

 

 

Open Government 

 

 

H.B. 2222 (Hunter) – Address Confidentiality:  would provide, among other things, that 

victims of sexual abuse and trafficking of persons are added to the address confidentiality 

program administered by the Office of the Attorney General.  (Companion bill is S.B. 256 by V. 

Taylor.) 

 

H.B. 2328 (Lucio III) – Public Information:  would provide procedures for an expedited 

response to a Public Information Act request.   
 

H.B. 2387 (Herrero) – Crime Victim Compensation Fund: would, with certain exceptions, 

prohibit the release or disclosure of an application for compensation to a crime victim.  

(Companion bill is S.B. 843 by Perry.)    

 

 

Other Finance and Administration 

 

H.B 1157 (Davis of Harris) – Pawnbrokers:  would provide that: (1) a pawnbroker may not 

modify, sell, or otherwise dispose of an item of goods acquired by the pawnbroker for a period of 

at least 20 days after the date the item of goods is acquired, unless the city enacts an ordinance 

that specifies the hold period; and (2) a pawn broker and a city law enforcement may agree to 

establish a reduced hold period of seven days or less if: (a) the ticket information for acquired 

goods is exchanged electronically; (b) the agreement for reduced hold period does not conflict 
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with an ordinance of the city; and (c) the agreement is submitted in writing to the commissioner 

by the chief city law enforcement. 

 

H.B. 2260 (Dutton) – Tort Claims: would require the Texas Supreme Court to adopt rules 

under which a Texas Tort Claims Act claimant may obtain reasonable discovery to investigate 

whether circumstances exist that would confer jurisdiction on the court if the defendant asserts a 

plea to the jurisdiction. 

 

H.B. 2274 (Guillen) – Animal Regulation: would make various changes to the law regarding 

dangerous wild animals, including: (1) repealing the current law governing dangerous wild 

animals; (2) changing the definition of “dangerous wild animal” to include fewer animals; (3) 

prohibiting a person from owning, possessing, harboring, or having custody of a dangerous wild 

animal; (4) excepting certain persons from the prohibition in (3), including cities and animal 

shelters housing an animal upon seizure or on request of an animal control authority or law 

enforcement agency; (5) requiring certain owners of dangerous wild animals to register the 

animal with the Department of State Health Services; (6) providing the circumstances under 

which a dangerous wild animal may be seized and disposed of, which involves an animal control 

authority or peace officer; and (7) incorporating the new definition of “dangerous wild animal” 

into the disorderly conduct and cruelty to nonlivestock offenses.  

 

H.B. 2281 (Darby) – Utility Gross Receipts Tax: would, for purposes of the miscellaneous 

gross receipts tax on utility companies, provide that the tax is imposed on each utility company 

making sales to ultimate consumers in an incorporated city having a population of more than 

1,000, without regard to whether the utility company is actually located in the city. 

 

H.B. 2288 (Gutierrez) – Fireworks: would repeal the prohibition against a home rule city 

banning, as a nuisance, the sale of fireworks or similar materials within 5,000 feet outside the 

city limits. 

 

H.B. 2333 (Elkins) – Credit Card Information: would: (1) require that a business, including a 

city: (a) keep confidential retained credit card information; (b) secure the information from a 

breach of system security; (c) if there is a breach where credit card information is compromised, 

give notice to the attorney general and the financial institution which issued the card; and (2) 

create a civil penalty of $50 for a business to pay for each credit card or debit card whose 

information is compromised due to an unsecured computer system. 

 

H.B. 2335 (Miller) – Day Care Centers:  would provide that the executive commissioner of the 

Department of Family and Protective Services by rule shall require an owner, operator, or 

employee of a day-care center to receive training in trauma-based care. 

 

H.B. 2338 (Bell) – Federal Action: would: (1) establish a joint legislative committee to review 

any federal action to determine whether such action is unconstitutional; (2) provide that any 

federal action found by the joint legislative committee to be unconstitutional be sent to the 

legislature for a determination and then on to the governor for approval or disapproval; (3) 

provide that any federal action declared to be unconstitutional has no legal effect in Texas; (4) 

prohibit the state or a political subdivision of the state from spending money to implement a 
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federal action declared unconstitutional; (5) authorize the attorney general (and others) to 

prosecute a person who attempts to implement or enforce an unconstitutional federal action for 

official oppression, as well as other provisions of law; and (6) entitle a person to seek a 

declaratory judgment that a federal action is unconstitutional and give all courts original 

jurisdiction over such a proceeding. 

 

H.B. 2353 (T. King) – Pension Review Board: would increase the membership of the Pension 

Review Board from seven to nine members to include one person from the Texas State 

Association of Fire Fighters and one person from either the Texas Municipal Police Association 

or the Combined Law Enforcement Association of Texas.  

 

H.B. 2362 (Lozano) – Oil and Gas Grants:  would: (1) create the oil and gas downturn 

assistance fund as an account in the state’s general revenue fund to provide grants for the 

purpose of economic development and diversification in eligible cities, counties, and school 

districts; (2) provide that, if the state’s revenue exceeds that stated in the comptroller’s biennial 

revenue estimate for that fiscal biennium, the comptroller shall transfer any excess general 

revenue to the credit of the fund; and (3) provide that the governor shall administer the fund. 

 

H.B. 2390 (E. Rodriguez) – Animal Shelters: would provide for the medical treatment and care 

of animals by certain persons in animal shelter settings and releasing agencies (collectively, 

referred to here as shelters) and:   

 

1. require that, before an animal adoption becomes final, a shelter provide the proposed new 

owner with a written history showing if the animal has been screened or tested for 

diseases and conditions common to the species along with any test dates and results;  

2. allow a veterinarian acting on behalf of a shelter that has taken possession of an animal 

to: (a) perform sterilization of a dog or cat that shows no evidence of ownership, is 

surrendered by the owner, or that remains unclaimed for the designated hold period; (b) 

prescribe or administer a vaccine or medication; and (c) provide any other treatment the 

veterinarian reasonably believes will promote the health and well-being of the animal or 

alleviate the pain, suffering, or discomfort of the animal;  

3. allow an unlicensed employee, volunteer, or agent acting on behalf of a shelter that takes 

possession of an animal to provide nonsurgical care or treatment to the animal:  (a) under 

the authorization and general supervision of a veterinarian; or (b) pursuant to a protocol 

approved by a veterinarian;  

4. authorize an employee, volunteer, or agent acting on behalf of a shelter that has taken 

possession of an animal to provide emergency veterinary care or treatment to an animal;   

5. provide that a veterinarian who provides treatment on behalf of a shelter may deliver or 

cause to be delivered a medication to an unlicensed employee, volunteer, or agent who 

may then administer the medication in accordance with the veterinarian’s instructions, 

and that the veterinarian must comply with the State Board of Veterinary Medical 

Examiners recordkeeping system for controlled substances;  

6. provide that the Veterinary Licensing Act be construed in favor of veterinarians and 

others who are acting in good faith to save animals’ lives;  

7. establish no-kill benchmarks for those shelters that declare an intent to satisfy the 

benchmarks in writing;  
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8. except a veterinarian treating an animal on behalf of a shelter from the veterinarian-

client-patient relationship requirement;  

9. provide that controlled substance records may be maintained in a daily log or in billing 

records and that employees, volunteers, or agents acting under the general supervision or 

protocol of a veterinarian may contribute to the records; and  

10. provide the disciplinary standard for those treating or caring for animals in an animal 

shelter setting.   

 

(Companion bill is S.B. 1084 by Watson.) 

 

H.B. 2423 (Schofield) – Home Rule City Bankruptcy: would provide that a home rule city that 

adopts proceedings to avail itself of federal bankruptcy laws or otherwise seeks bankruptcy 

protection forfeits its home rule charter. 

 

H.B. 2434 (Flynn) – Local Retirement Systems: would provide that certain local retirement 

systems, not including the Texas Municipal Retirement System, that do not have a sufficient 

funding level shall follow certain requirements, including the adoption of a written plan that 

identifies specific measures to restore funding to an adequate level to achieve and maintain an 

amortization period that does not exceed 30 years. 

 

H.B. 2470 (S. Davis) – Ethics Commission: would permit the Texas Ethics Commission to 

provide seminars addressing any laws administered and enforced by the commission and charge 

an attendance fee for those seminars. 

 

H.B. 2471 (S. Davis) – Political Expenditures: would: (1) prohibit an officer or employee of a 

political subdivision from: (a) spending or authorizing the spending of public funds to make a 

political contribution or political expenditure; or (b) directly or indirectly employing a person to 

use public funds to make an unlawful political contribution or political expenditure; and (2) 

provide that a person who violates the prohibitions in (1) commits a Class A misdemeanor. 

 

H.B. 2473 (S. Davis) – Conflicts Disclosure: would amend the law relating to the disclosure by 

vendors of gifts to certain local government officers and of certain relationships with local 

government officers (Local Government Code Chapter 176) to: 

 

1. define “entertainment” to include transportation to, lodging for, and attendance at a 

function, event or performance that:  (a) a local government officer accepts as a guest of a 

vendor; (b) is not required to be reported under other law; and (c) is not prohibited by 

law; 

2. define “gift” to mean a benefit, including entertainment, offered by a vendor and 

accepted by a local government officer, and excluding:  (a) a benefit offered based on 

kinship or a personal, professional, or business relationship independent of the official 

status of the local government officer; or (b) food or beverages accepted as a guest of a 

vendor; 

3. define “local government officer” to mean:  (a) a member of the governing body of a 

local governmental entity; or (b) a director, superintendent, administrator, president, or 
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other executive officer of a local governmental entity who exercises discretion in the 

planning, recommending, selecting, or contracting of a vendor; 

4. define “vendor” to mean a person or agent of the person who enters or seeks to enter into 

a contract with a local governmental entity for the provision of goods or services; 

5. require a vendor, not later than the 15th day of the first month of each calendar quarter, to 

submit a completed disclosure form if the vendor has a contract or is seeking a contract 

with a local governmental entity and has given one or more gifts during the preceding 

calendar quarter with an aggregate value of more than $100 to a local government officer 

of the entity; 

6. except from (5) a gift given by a vendor directly as part of the vendor’s sponsorship of or 

contribution to an event that benefits certain nonprofit organizations; 

7. require a local governmental entity to mail a written notice to a vendor if the vendor has 

not submitted a disclosure form as soon as practicable after the local governmental entity 

discovers the omission, in which event, the vendor has until the 30th day after the notice 

is mailed to submit the form, and provide that a knowing failure to submit the form 

before the 31st day is a Class C misdemeanor; 

8. require a local governmental entity to: (a) create and update a complete list of all local 

government officers; (b) provide the list to each vendor that enters or seeks to enter into a 

contract with the entity; and (c) post and maintain the list on the entity’s website (if there 

is one); 

9. prohibit a local government officer from soliciting from a vendor a gift on behalf of the 

officer, the officer’s family member, or another person, including a local governmental 

entity or nonprofit charitable organization, and except from this prohibition contributions 

authorized by the Election Code; 

10. authorize the Texas Ethics Commission to prepare written advisory opinions regarding 

the application of Chapter 176, Local Government Code; 

11. provide that a local government officer must file a conflicts disclosure statement with 

respect to a vendor if the vendor enters into a contract with the local governmental entity 

and: (a)  the vendor and officer (or officer’s family member) have certain employment or 

business relationships; or (b) the vendor has a family relationship with the local 

government officer; and 

12. require the local governmental entity to post each disclosure statement and questionnaire 

(Form CIS and Form CIQ) not later than the 30th day after the date it is filed. 

 

H.B. 2494 (Faircloth) – Unclaimed Property:  would modify the dates on which a city for 

holding unclaimed property must report that property to the comptroller. 

 

H.J.R. 85 (Flynn) – Local Retirement Systems: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that the state is not liable and may not appropriate money to pay for any debts or other 

obligations of a local retirement system. (Companion is S.J.R. 43 by Huffman.) 

 

S.B. 1020 (V. Taylor) – Texas Cybercrime Act: would, among other things, create: (1) a third 

degree felony for a person who intentionally interrupts or suspends access to a computer system 

or computer network without the effective consent of the owner; and (2) a Class A misdemeanor 

for a person who: (a) alters data as it transmits between two computers in a computer network or 

computer system without the effective consent of the owner; or (b) introduces malware, 
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including ransomware, onto a computer, computer network, or computer system without the 

effective consent of the owner. (Companion is H.B. 9 by Capriglione.) 

 

S.B. 1057 (West) – Abandoned Animals: would require a landlord, owner, or mortgagee in 

control of a vacant property to inspect the property for abandoned animals and, if an abandoned 

animal is encountered, to immediately report it to an animal control officer or a law enforcement 

officer. 

 

S.B. 1084 (Watson) – Animal Shelters: this bill is the same as H.B. 2390, above. 

 

S.B. 1086 (Seliger) – Hotel Occupancy Taxes: would: (1) prohibit a state agency from posting 

on a public Internet website information that identifies the taxable receipts of an individual 

business that is contained in or derived from a record, report, or other document related to the 

collection of hotel occupancy taxes; and (2) provide that information described by (1) and that is 

collected or maintained by a state agency is considered to be public information. (Companion 

bill is H.B. 1924 by Elkins.) 

 

S.B. 1089 (Perry) – Food Service Certificates: would prohibit a local health jurisdiction from 

charging a fee for a certificate issued to a food service worker who provides proof of completion 

of a food handler training course that is accredited by the American National Standards Institute 

or accredited by the Department of State Health Services and listed on their registry.  

 

S.B. 1090 (Lucio) – Dog Restraint: would: (1) prohibit, with certain exceptions, a person who 

owns or has custody or control of a dog: (a) from leaving the dog outside and unattended by use 

of a restraint unless the owner provides the dog adequate shelter, a dry area, shade, and potable 

water; and (b) from restraining a dog outside and unattended by use of certain restraints; (2) 

make a knowing violation of the prohibitions in (1) a Class C misdemeanor or a Class B 

misdemeanor if the person has previously been convicted; and (3) provide that the provisions of 

the bill do not preempt a local regulation relating to the restraint of a dog or affect the authority 

of a city to adopt or enforce an ordinance or requirement relating to the restraint of a dog that is 

equal to or more stringent than its provisions.  

 

S.B. 1101 (Taylor of Collin) – Day Care Centers:  would, among other things, impose 

numerous requirements related to provide that epinephrine auto-injectors used at a day care 

center, including a center operated by a city.   

 

S.B. 1113 (Garcia) – Government Bathrooms:  would provide: (1) that a governmental entity, 

including a city, that has control over a bathroom or changing facility in a building owned or 

leased by the entity shall allow a person to use a bathroom or changing facility located in the 

building consistent with the person’s gender identity or gender expression; and (2) for an 

attorney general complaint and enforcement process.  (See S.J.R. 44, below.) 

 

S.J.R. 43 (Huffman) – Local Retirement Systems: would amend the Texas Constitution to 

provide that the state is not liable and may not appropriate money to pay for any debts or other 

obligations of a local retirement system. (Companion is H.J.R. 85 by Flynn.) 
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S.J.R. 44 (Garcia) – Equal Rights:  would propose an amendment to the Texas Constitution 

that would provide that:  (1) all men and women, when they form a social compact, have equal 

rights, and no man or woman, or set of men or women, is entitled to exclusive separate public 

emoluments, or privileges, but in consideration of public services; and (2) equality under the law 

shall not be denied or abridged because of sex, race, color, creed, military status, health status, 

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, age, religion, disability, genetic 

information, family, marital status, previous incarceration, or national origin.  (See S.B. 1113, 

above.) 

 

 

Municipal Courts 

 

H.B. 2315 (Landgraf) – Protective Order Registry: would require the Office of Court 

Administration to establish and maintain a protective order registry that allows city management 

systems to easily interface with the registry.  

 

 

Community and Economic Development 

 

H.B. 2160 (Wray) – Eminent Domain:  would provide that a property owner, including a city, 

is entitled to additional damages (such as those for impairment or placing or routing of utilities) 

for property condemned by a high-speed rail company. 

 

H.B. 2185 (Krause) – Charter Schools: would, among other things: (1) provide that a city shall 

consider an open-enrollment charter school a school district for purposes of zoning, permitting, 

code compliance, and development (but would maintain the exemption in current law that a 

campus of an open-enrollment charter school located in whole or in part in a city with a 

population of 20,000 or less is not subject to zoning); and (2) exempt an open-enrollment charter 

school from paying impact fees unless the governing body of the charter school consents. 

 

H.B. 2272 (Schofield) – Annexation:  would provide that a city may not annex an area for full 

or limited purposes unless, in addition to the requirements of current law, one of the following 

conditions is met: (1) the city holds an election in the area proposed to be annexed and a majority 

of the votes received at the election approve the annexation; (2) a majority of the registered 

voters of the area request the governing body in writing to annex the area; (3) each owner of land 

in the area requests the governing body in writing to annex the area; or (4) the municipality owns 

the area. 

 

H.B. 2312 (Dukes) – Housing Discrimination: would: (1) prohibit housing discrimination 

under the Texas Fair Housing Act on the basis of military status or sexual orientation; and (2) 

prohibit the Texas Workforce Commission from deferring proceedings and referring a complaint 

under the Texas Fair Housing Act to a city in which alleged discrimination occurs if the city does 

not have laws that prohibit the alleged discrimination. 

 

H.B. 2336 (Dutton) – Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program: would provide, among 

other things, that if an elected official comments on an application for low income housing tax 
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credits during the application evaluation process, the elected official may withdraw the comment 

an disuse a new comment before the end of that process.  

 

H.B. 2435 (Wray) – Public Improvement Districts: would, among other things: (1) add the 

following to the list of authorized public improvement projects: (a) recreational facilities; (b) 

acquisition, construction, or improvement of a facility related to the generation of renewable 

energy from wind, solar, geothermal, or other renewable sources of energy; (c) acquisition, 

construction, or improvement of a facility related to a water feature, including a recreational 

lagoon or artificial body of water used for: (i) aesthetic purposes; or (ii) swimming, boating, or 

other aquatic recreational sports or activities; and (d) acquisition, by purchase or otherwise, of 

right-of-way in connection with an authorized improvement; (2) provide that a public 

improvement project does not include the payment of expenses related to the operation and 

maintenance of mass transportation facilities; (3) authorize the governing body of a city or 

county to call and hold a public hearing for the purpose of increasing the area of a public 

improvement district if a petition requesting the increase is filed; (4) provide that after the 

hearing held under (3) the governing body may by ordinance or order increase the area of the 

district in accordance with the increase proposed in the hearing; (5) provide that if the governing 

body of a city or county increases the area of a public improvement district under (4) and the 

governing body has levied an assessment on property in the district before the increase, the 

governing body may: (a) make a supplemental assessment; or (b) reapportion the existing 

assessment after notice is given and a hearing is held; (6) provide that the governing body of a 

city or county may only make a reassessment or new assessment when increasing the area of the 

district for the purpose of reducing the overall principal amount of a prior assessment; (7) 

provide that a special improvement district fund may be used to pay the initial cost of the 

improvement until temporary notes, time warrants, or general obligation bonds or revenue have 

been issued and sold; (8) authorize the governing body of a city or county to transfer a public 

improvement project, for the purpose of operation and maintenance of the project for the benefit 

of the city or county to certain special purpose districts; (9) provide that the interest rate on 

unpaid amounts due under an installment sales contract, reimbursement agreement, temporary 

notes, or time warrants may not exceed, for a period of not more than seven years, as determined 

by the governing body of the city or county, five percent above the highest average index rate for 

tax-exempt revenue bonds reported in a daily or weekly bond index approved by the governing 

body and reported in the month before the date the obligation was incurred; (10) authorize a city 

to pledge for the payment of debt obligations undedicated tax increment revenue generated from 

property taxes and sales taxes imposed in a tax increment reinvestment zone as designated by the 

city and located wholly or partly within the boundaries of the public improvement district; (11) 

authorize the governing body of a city or county to enter into an agreement with one of the 

following entities that provides for payment of amounts pledged to the entity to secure 

indebtedness issued by the entity to finance an improvement project: (a) a corporation created by 

the city or county under the Texas Constitution or other law; (b) a local government corporation; 

or (c) a political subdivision or instrumentality created and authorized to issue bonds secured by 

pledged revenue from a city or county; and (12) authorize a refunding bond to be issued in a 

principal amount in excess of the bonds to be refunded.    

 

H.B. 2480 (E. Johnson) – Tax Increment Financing: would, among other things: (1) provide 

that, before adopting an ordinance designating a tax increment reinvestment zone, a city must 
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prepare or have prepared an affordable housing impact statement; (2) require that the statement 

under (1) be made available to the public and posted on the city’s website at least 60 days before 

the city holds the hearing required prior to creation of the zone; and (3) require the statement 

under (1) include estimates of the impact on the availability of affordable housing in the area of 

the proposed zone for the 30-year period following designation of the proposed zone.   

 

H.B. 2535 (Zedler) – Tree Ownership: would provide that: (1) a landowner owns all trees and 

timber located on the landowner’s land as real property until cut or otherwise removed from the 

land, unless otherwise provided by a contract, bill of sale, deed, mortgage, deed of trust, or other 

legally binding document; (2) a governmental entity may not prohibit a landowner from 

trimming or removing trees or timber located on the landowner’s land; (3) a governmental entity 

may, if authorized by other state law and subject to the limitations of that law, assess a mitigation 

fee against a landowner for the removal of a mature tree on the landowner’s land; (4) a 

mitigation fee under (3): (a) must be proportional to the value of the mature tree removed; (b) 

may not exceed $100 per inch of girth of the mature tree removed measured at 4-1/2 feet above 

the natural grade; and (c) may be used only in the jurisdiction in which the fee is collected and 

only for the purpose of tree planting and other related activities; (5) a landowner is entitled to 

plant a replacement tree at the landowner’s expense instead of paying a mitigation fee, and a 

landowner who chooses to plant a replacement tree is not required to plant a number of 

replacement trees whose total girth is greater than the total girth of all the mature trees to which 

the mitigation fee would have applied; (6) a city may not regulate the trimming or removal of 

trees or timber in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ); and (7) San Antonio and other cities with 

a military base in their ETJ are exempt from the bill.  (Companion bill is S.B. 782 by Campbell.) 

 

H.B. 2556 (Holland) – Eminent Domain: would provide that, to be considered a bona fide offer 

for purposes of acquiring property through eminent domain, a condemnor’s appraisal must 

include an appraisal of damages arising from: (1) any construction, maintenance, repair, 

replacement, or removal of a structure on the owner’s property made necessary by the proposed 

acquisition; or (2) any replacement, relocation, or removal of, or injury to, any other property, 

whether real or personal, located on or affixed to the owner ’s land, including livestock, growing 

crops, or other growing plants. 

 

S.B. 1028 (Estes) – Economic Development: would: (1) require the state Economic Incentive 

Oversight Board (board) to examine the effectiveness, efficiency and financial impact on this 

state of programs administered by local governments that award to business entities and other 

persons monetary or tax incentives for which the local government has discretion in determining 

whether or not to award the incentives; (2) require the board to develop a performance matrix 

that clearly establishes the economic performance indicators, measures, and metrics that will 

guide the board’s evaluations of those programs; (3) require a local government to provide to the 

board on request information concerning a program described by (1) as necessary to enable the 

board to perform its duties; (4) require the board to review and make findings and 

recommendations regarding each class or type of program administered by local governments 

according to a review schedule; and (5) require the board to submit a biennial report containing 

findings and recommendations resulting from each review of local government incentive 

programs.  
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S.B. 1049 (Uresti) – Assisted Living Facilities: would: (1) require the Health and Human 

Services Commission (commission) to issue a technical memorandum providing guidance on the 

minimum life safety code standards for assisted living facilities, and provide that the 

memorandum is legally binding and must be followed by a person conducting a life safety code 

survey; (2) authorize a city fire marshal to grant a waiver for a violation of a life safety 

requirement or fire safety standard cited in a official statement of violation from the commission 

provided that the waiver will not have any adverse effect on the safety of the residents in the 

assisted living facility; (3) require the commission to specify an edition of the Life Safety Code 

of the National Fire Protection Association to be used for assisted living facilities; and (4) 

require the commission to recognize a certificate of occupancy or other approval issued by a city 

or county indicating that a structure complies with all building, fire, and health requirements of 

the city or county.    

 

S.B. 1082 (Burton) – Trees:  would provide that: (1) a landowner owns all trees and timber 

located on the landowner’s land as real property until cut or otherwise removed from the land, 

unless otherwise provided by a contract, bill of sale, deed, mortgage, deed of trust, or other 

legally binding document; (2) a governmental entity may not prohibit a landowner from 

trimming or removing trees or timber located on the landowner’s land or assess a fee against a 

landowner who removes trees or timber from the landowner’s land; and (3) a city may not 

regulate the trimming or removal of trees or timber in the extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

 

S.B. 1114 (Lucio) – Unsafe Housing: would: (1) require the state to establish programs to 

provide financial assistance: (a) for the demolition and replacement of owner-occupied single-

family homes that are in a condition that poses a risk to the health and safety of the occupants; 

and (b) to eligible persons for the purchase of new manufactured homes; (2) require the 

Manufactured Housing Board to adopt rules in regard to the programs described in (1), and 

involve certain local government officials and entities in nominating eligible participants.  

 

 

Personnel 

 

H.B. 2350 (Muñoz, Jr.) – Health Care Benefits:  would prohibit the provision of health care 

benefits by entities such as insurers and health maintenance organizations through provider 

networks, preferred providers, or similar arrangements. 

 

H.B. 2486 (Stucky) – Military Service: would provide that an employee of the state, a city, a 

county, or another political subdivision who is a member of the Texas military forces, a reserve 

component of the armed forces, or a member of a state or federally authorized urban search and 

rescue team and who is ordered to duty by proper authority is entitled, when relieved from duty, 

to be restored to the position that the employee held when ordered to duty. 

 

H.B. 2510 (Longoria) – Wage Claims: would: (1) prohibit an employer from suspending or 

terminating the employment of, or in any other manner disciplining, discriminating against, or 

retaliating against an employee who in good faith seeks to recover wages owed to the employee 

by filing a wage claim; and (2) authorize a person who has reason to believe an employer has 

violated the prohibition in (1) to file a complaint with the Texas Workforce Commission, and if 
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it is determined that an employer violated the prohibition, the employer must be ordered to pay 

to the employee damages in an amount equal to the greater of:  (a) $1,000; or (b) the amount of 

wages ordered to paid in the underlying wage claim, if the payment of wages is ordered in the 

underlying wage claim. 

 

S.B. 1036 (Perry) – Workers’ Compensation: would: (1) require the Office of Injured 

Employee Counsel (office) to designate an employee to act as a first responder liaison to assist 

injured first responders during a workers’ compensation administrative dispute resolution 

process; and (2) require an employer that employs first responders or supervises volunteer first 

responders to notify them of the liaison described in (1) in the manner prescribed by the office.  

(Companion bill is H.B. 2082 by Burrows.) 

 

S.B. 1060 (West) – Public Service Loan Forgiveness: would require a city employer to provide 

written notice of the ability of eligible employees to participate in the Public Service Loan 

Forgiveness Program within five days of an employee beginning employment with the city.  
 

S.B. 1111 (Rodriguez) – Disabilities: would, among other things: (1) provide that an individual 

with a disability who qualifies for an employment preference (i.e., the person is eligible to 

receive supported employment service from the Texas Workforce Commission or through the 

Medicaid waiver program) is entitled to a preference in employment with a state agency or 

political subdivision over other applicants for the same position who do not have a greater 

qualification; (2) authorize a state agency or political subdivision to designate an open position 

for employment as a vocational rehabilitation services position and only accept applications for 

that position from individuals who are entitled to an employment preference; (3) authorize a state 

agency or political subdivision to hire for an open position an individual who is entitled to an 

employment preference without announcing or advertising the position if certain requirements 

are met; and (4) authorize an individual entitled to an employment preference who is aggrieved 

by a decision of a state agency or political subdivision in regard to hiring or retaining the 

individual to appeal the decision by filing a written complaint with the administrative head of the 

agency or political subdivision, who must respond not later than the 15th business day after 

receiving the complaint. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

H.B. 927 (J. White) – Guns and Knives: would provide that a political subdivision or an officer 

of a political subdivision may not adopt or enforce a local regulation relating to a firearm, a 

knife, or ammunition unless authorized by state law. 
 
H.B. 1189 (Wray) – Reserve Law Enforcement Officers: would provide that (1) a reserve law 

enforcement officer may not, for compensation from a private business, use or operate a private 

patrol vehicle, direct traffic on a public highway, or provide motor vehicle escort services: (a) 

outside the jurisdiction in which the reserve officer is appointed or employed; or (b) inside the 

jurisdiction in which the officer is appointed or employed, unless the reserve officer receives 

permission from the reserve officer’s appointing law enforcement agency; (2) The Texas 

Commission on Law Enforcement shall revoke or suspend a license of a reserve officer if they 

violate (1) above; and (3) while performing security officer duties, a reserve officer may not 
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wear their reserve officer uniform or use any title, insignia or identification card or make any 

statement with the intent to give an impression that the officer is a law enforcement officer. 

 

H.B. 1244 (Geren) – Red Light Cameras: would provide that: (1) neither the  county assessor-

collector nor the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles may refuse to transfer the title of or 

register a motor vehicle alleged to have been involved in a red light camera violation solely: (a) 

based on the alleged violation; or (b) because the owner of the motor vehicle is delinquent in the 

payment of a red light camera civil penalty; and (2) a local authority or the person with which the 

local authority contracts for the administration and enforcement of a photographic traffic signal 

enforcement system may not provide information about a red light camera violation to a person 

authorized to register or issue a title for a vehicle.  

 

H.B. 2189 (Krause) – Blue Alert System: would create a blue alert system designed to aid in 

the apprehension of an individual suspected of killing or causing serious bodily injury to a law 

enforcement officer.  

 
H.B. 2191 (Dale) – Law Enforcement Grants:  would provide that the governor’s criminal 

justice division may not award a grant to a police department of a city with a population of 

800,000 or more unless the department is a party to an agreement with the United States 

Secretary of Homeland Security and United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement under 

Section 287(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

 

H.B. 2205 (Kuempel) – Child Abuse Reports:  would provide that an employee of a school 

district or open-enrollment charter school must make the report of child abuse or neglect, 

including trafficking of a child, to both the Department of Family and Protective Services and a 

local or state law enforcement agency. 

 

H.B. 2226 (Lang) – Peace Officer Complaints: would amend the state laws that apply to 

handling peace officer complaints (except in cities that have meet and confer or collective 

bargaining agreements that deal with complaints). Specifically, it would:  

 

1. delete certain references to peace officers and specific law enforcement agencies and 

replace them with a broader reference to a “law enforcement agency,” defined to mean an 

agency of this state or an agency of a political subdivision of this state authorized by law 

to employ a law enforcement officer, including a peace officer; 

2. prohibit the head of a law enforcement agency from disciplining, demoting, indefinitely 

suspending, or terminating the employment of a law enforcement officer, peace officer, 

detention officer, or county jailer based on a complaint that alleges the officer threatened 

the use of deadly force or used force against a person that resulted in bodily injury or 

death unless:  (a) the agency investigates the complaint; and (b) the head of the agency 

determines there is sufficient evidence the officer or employee violated a written policy 

or procedure of the agency; 

3. require a law enforcement agency to notify an officer or employee in writing if the head 

of the agency takes a disciplinary action against the officer or employee under (2), and 

require the notice include:  (a) a statement indicating each policy or procedure that the 

officer or employee violated and describing each act alleged to have been committed by 
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the officer or employee in violation of the policy or procedure; (b) a statement that the 

officer or employee is entitled to appeal to a hearing examiner; and (c) a statement that 

the officer or employee waives the right to appeal to district court if the officer appeals to 

a hearing examiner; 

4. establish procedures for an appeal to an independent hearing examiner as described in 

(3), including:  (a) a requirement that the officer or employee provide certain notice of the 

appeal to the head of the law enforcement agency, which must be filed not later than the 

tenth day after the office receives the written notice; and (b) a requirement that the parties 

attempt to agree on the selection of an impartial hearing examiner or, if there is no 

agreement, use one of seven neutral arbitrators from the American Arbitration 

Association or the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service; 

5. provide for the authority and duties of a hearing examiner described in (4), including: (a) 

the authority to issue subpoenas; (b) the authority to prohibit a witness from discussing 

the hearing; (c) the duty to promptly reverse any disciplinary action and restore the 

officer or employee to his/her status if the requirements in (3) are not met; and (d) the 

requirement to issue a final decision within a certain timeframe; 

6. make the final decision in a hearing described in (4) final and binding on all parties to the 

appeal, and provide that the fees and expenses of the hearing examiner are shared equally 

between the parties, but the cost of a witness is paid by the party who calls the witness; 

and 

7. provide that a district court may hear an appeal of the final decision of a hearing 

examiner described in (6) only on the ground that the hearing examiner was without 

jurisdiction, exceeded his/her jurisdiction, or that the final decision was procured by 

fraud, collusion, or other unlawful means. 

 

H.B. 2245 (Dukes) – Public Schools: would restrict the use of sprays, Tasers, and stun guns to 

subdue one or more students on school property or while attending a school-sponsored activity.  

 

H.B. 2280 (Dean) – Immigration Enforcement: would: (1) provide that not later than 48 hours 

after a person is arrested and before the person is released on bond, a law enforcement agency 

performing the booking process must: (a) review any information available under the federal 

Priority Enforcement Program; or (b) request information regarding the person’s immigration 

status from a federal immigration officer or other officer authorized under federal law to verify a 

person’s immigration status; (2) except a law enforcement agency from complying with (1) with 

respect to a person who is transferred to the custody of the agency by another law enforcement 

agency if the transferring agency already performed those duties; (3) require a law enforcement 

agency that has custody of a person subject to a federal immigration detainer to: (a) provide to 

the judge or magistrate notice of the detainer; and (b) detain the person as required by the 

detainer; and (4) prohibit a law enforcement agency from considering race, color, language, or 

national origin while enforcing immigration laws except to the extent permitted by the U.S. or 

Texas constitutions.   

 

H.B. 2306 (Guillen) – Abandoned Motor Vehicles: would allow a law enforcement agency to 

use proceeds from the auction of an abandoned motor vehicle for compensation to property 

owners whose property was damaged as a result of a pursuit involving the motor vehicle.  
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H.B. 2351 (Nevarez) – Fire Fighter Investigation: would apply the administrative procedures 

for the investigation of misconduct applicable in certain civil service cities to firefighters in non-

civil service cities. 

 
H.B. 2380 (Swanson) – Licensed Carry: would provide that the holder of a license to carry a 

handgun who is carrying a handgun and personally given notice that carry is prohibited on 

property pursuant to Texas Penal Code Sections 30.06 and 30.07 and who promptly departs from 

the property has an affirmative defense to prosecution for violating those sections. 
 

H.B. 2399 (P. King) – F5 Employment Termination Reports: would: (1) provide that, at any 

time after the head of a law enforcement agency (or his/her designee) submits an employment 

termination report regarding a license holder to the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement 

(TCOLE), an amended report may be submitted if it is determined that it is necessary based on a 

reconsideration of the circumstances under which the license holder resigned, retired, was 

terminated, or separated from the agency; and (2) require that a copy of the amended report in (1) 

be provided to certain persons (e.g., license holder, next of kin) not later than seven business 

days after the amended report is submitted to TCOLE. 

 
H.B. 2404 (Alvarado) – Sexual Assault Reports:  would provide that: 

 

1. within 72 hours of receipt of the allegation of sexual assault, an institution of higher 

education or a private or independent institution of higher education shall report to an 

appropriate local law enforcement agency an allegation of sexual assault made to the 

institution if: (a) a perpetrator or a victim of the alleged sexual assault is a student 

enrolled at the institution; or (b) the alleged sexual assault occurred on the institution’s 

campus or on any other property owned by or under the control of the institution; 

2. the institution may not report an allegation of sexual assault to a local law enforcement 

agency if, before the institution makes the report, the victim of the alleged sexual assault 

requests in writing that the report not be made; 

3. on receipt of an allegation to which (1) applies, the institution shall inform the victim of 

the alleged sexual assault of: (a) requirements of (1) and (2) and the use of a pseudonym 

form in connection with the report and the victim’s right to request that the form not be 

used; (b) the importance of preserving any evidence as proof for potential criminal 

proceedings; (c) the victim’s right to report or decline to report the allegation to the 

campus peace officers or to the local law enforcement agency, including the right to be 

assisted by the institution in making a report; (d) the victim’s right to seek a protective 

order or an order for emergency protection and the institution’s responsibilities, if any, in 

enforcing those orders; (e) the victim’s crime victims rights including the right to have a 

forensic medical examination conducted at no cost to the victim and where to obtain the 

examination; and (f) applicable counseling, health, mental health, legal, victim advocacy, 

and other resources available to the victim at the institution or locally; 

4. the report under (1) must be made using the pseudonym form unless the victim of the 

alleged sexual assault objects in writing to the submission of the form; and 

5. campus peace officers and the appropriate local law enforcement agency shall develop 

policies regarding an investigation into an allegation of sexual assault reported to the 

agency by the institution under (1) and the policies must: (a) provide for the cooperation 
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of the officers and the agency; and (b) establish the respective roles of the officers and the 

agency in handling the investigation. 

 

H.B. 2450 (Price) – Search Warrants: would modify the requirements for a warrant 

authorizing the search of a cellular telephone or other wireless communications device and allow 

a peace officer to search such a device without a warrant in certain circumstances. 

 

H.B. 2458 (Price) – Search Warrants: would allow any magistrate, rather than one who is an 

attorney, to issue a search warrant to collect a blood specimen from a person arrested for certain 

intoxication offenses. 

 

H.B. 2467 (S. Davis) – Stress Debriefing Grant Program: would require the governor’s 

Criminal Justice Division to establish and administer a grant program to assist law enforcement 

agencies in providing critical incident stress debriefing to peace officers.  

 

H.B. 2477 (Davis) – Removal of Motor Vehicles: would allow a city that regulates the 

operation of vehicles for hire to designate an employee, who is not a peace officer, to request the 

removal of a vehicle operated in violation of the ordinance.  

 

H.B. 2505 (Hernandez) – Silver Alerts:  would provide that local law enforcement agency may 

require the family or legal guardian of the missing senior citizen to provide documentation of the 

senior citizen’s impaired mental condition to verify the senior citizen has an impaired mental 

condition and shall, as soon as practicable, determine whether the senior citizen’s disappearance 

poses a credible threat to the senior citizen’s health and safety. 

 

H.B. 2522 (Schaefer) – Immigration: would provide that, the director of the Texas Department 

of Public Safety shall negotiate the terms of a memorandum of understanding between the state 

and the United States Department of Homeland Security concerning the role of the department in 

enforcing federal immigration laws, in accordance with federal law; (2) the memorandum of 

understanding must be signed by the director or by another individual as required by the United 

States Department of Homeland Security; and (3) not later than March 1, 2018, the director shall 

report to the legislature the results of the director’s negotiations under the bill. 
 

S.B. 966 (Watson) – Juvenile Offenses:  would provide that the offenses of consumption or 

possession of an alcoholic beverage by a minor does not apply to a minor who reports the sexual 

assault of the minor or another person to: (1) a health care provider treating the victim of the 

sexual assault; (2) an employee of a law enforcement agency, including an employee of a 

campus police department of an institution of higher education at which the victim of the sexual 

assault is enrolled; or (3) the Title IX coordinator of an institution of higher education at which 

the victim of the sexual assault is enrolled or another employee of the institution responsible or 

responding to reports of sexual assault. 

 

S.B. 983 (Estes) – Cemeteries:  would provide that a dead body may be transferred without a 

funeral director directing the transfer at the direction of a justice of the peace or other law 

enforcement official. (Companion bill is H.B. 1292 by Raymond.) 
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S.B. 986 (Buckingham) – Immigration Enforcement: would: (1) require the criminal justice 

division in the governor’s office (division) to establish a competitive grant program to provide 

financial assistance to a local entity to offset costs related to: (a) enforcing immigration laws; or 

(b) complying with, honoring, or fulfilling any immigration detainer request; and (2) provide that 

the division may use any revenue available for the program described in (1). 

 

S.B. 997 (Garcia) – Immigration Enforcement: would: (1) require a law enforcement agency 

or governmental entity that employs a peace officer to adopt and enforce a policy that prohibits 

officers from participating in the enforcement of federal immigration laws on the property of a 

place of worship, hospital, public school, institute of higher education, or courthouse; and (2) 

require the attorney general to develop and publish a model policy for the enforcement of federal 

immigration law at places of worship, hospital, public schools, and courthouses. 

 

S.B. 1013 (Kolkhorst) – Motor Vehicle Records:  would provide that: (1) a written agreement 

with an agency is needed to disclose personal information by an agency in connection with a 

motor vehicle record; (2) in the written agreement, the agency agrees to maintain records that: (a) 

specify the requestor’s use of the personal information; and (b) identify any person or entity 

receiving the personal information and the permitted use for which it was obtained if the 

requestor resells or rediscloses that information and provides any other information as required 

by the agency; (3) an authorized recipient who resells or rediscloses personal information shall 

notify the agency that provided the information of the resale or redisclosure not later than the 

30
th

 day after the date the recipient resells or rediscloses the personal information; (4) an 

authorized recipient shall provide copies of all records required to be maintained to the agency 

that provided the information on request; and (5) an administrative penalty is created for the 

misuse of personal information. 

 

S.B. 1041 (Buckingham) – Sex Offenders: would prohibit a registered sex offender from 

residing on the campus of a public or private institution of higher education. (Companion bill is 

H.B. 355 by Raney.)  

 

S.B. 1069 (Hughes) – Survivor Benefits: would provide, in regard to certain claims and benefits 

or compensation by survivors of fire fighters, that: (1)  the opinion of the individual’s employer 

on whether the individual’s death resulted from a personal injury sustained in the line of duty 

may not be considered; (2) any reasonable doubt arising from the circumstances of the 

individual’s death shall be resolved in favor of payment when the person died as a result of an 

illness sustained in the line of duty and any scientific evidence is presented that establishes: (a) 

the incidence rate for the illness is significantly higher among persons performing the same job; 

or (b) a causal link between the illness and a hazardous condition encountered in the individual’s 

job; and (3) deference shall be given to the medical opinion of a treating physician in favor of 

payment when there is any reasonable doubt regarding the circumstances of the individual’s 

death as a result of a newly discovered or rare illness sustained in the line of duty.  (Companion 

bill is H.B. 1922 by E. Rodriguez.) 

 

S.B. 1077 (Burton) – Theft:  would provide that the offense of theft is a state jail felony if the 

value of the property stolen is less than $30,000 and the property is: (1) aluminum, bronze, 

copper, or brass stolen from; (a) structure owned or operated by a telecommunication provider; 
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or (b) a structure in which the stolen property was used to provide basic local 

telecommunications services; or (2) regulated materials stolen from: (a) a public utility or 

telecommunications provider; or (b) a cable service provider or video service provider. 
 

S.B. 1096 (Zaffirini) – Guardianships:  would impose numerous mandates related to the arrest 

or detention of a ward by a police officer.  Specifically, the bill would provide that: (1) as soon 

as practicable, but not later than the first working day after, the date a peace officer detains or 

arrests a ward, takes into custody a ward because there is probable cause the ward violated a 

penal statute, a penal ordinance, delinquent conduct, conduct indicating a need for supervision or 

conduct that violates a condition of probation imposed by the juvenile court, the peace officer or 

the person having custody of the ward shall notify the probate court having jurisdiction over the 

ward’s guardianship of the ward’s detention, arrest or custody; (2) the Department of Public 

Safety (DPS) shall make information for the guardianship database available to law enforcement 

personnel through the Texas Law Enforcement Telecommunications System or successor system 

of the telecommunication used by law enforcement agencies and operated by DPS; (3) the only 

information that may be disclosed from the guardianship database to a law enforcement official 

inquiring into guardianship is: (a) the name, sex, and date of birth of a ward; (b) the name, 

telephone number, and address of the guardian of a ward; and (c) the name of the court with 

jurisdiction over the guardianship;  and (4) a law enforcement agency or officer that receives the 

information must maintain the confidentiality of the information, may not disclose the 

information under the PIA or any other law, and may not use the information for purpose that 

does not directly relate to the purpose for which it was obtained. 

 
 

Transportation 

 

H.B. 2166 (Isaac) – Nonconsent Tows: would: (1) authorize the Texas Commission of 

Licensing and Regulation (commission) to establish, by rule, the maximum amount that may be 

charged for nonconsent tows and the fees that may be charged in connection with nonconsent 

tows; and (2) provide that a city may regulate the fees that may be charged or collected in 

connection with a nonconsent tow originating in the city if the nonconsent tow fees are 

authorized by commission rule and don’t exceed the maximum amount authorized by 

commission rule. 

 

H.B. 2212 (Stephenson) – Vehicle Weight Limits: would allow a vehicle powered by an engine 

fueled primarily by natural gas to exceed any weight limit by an amount equal to the difference 

between the weight of the vehicle attributable to the natural gas tank and fueling system carried 

by that vehicle and the weight of a comparable diesel tank and fueling system, provided that the 

maximum gross weight of the vehicle may not exceed 82,000 pounds.  (Companion bills are 

H.B. 2319 by Paddie and S.B. 1102 by Creighton.) 

 

H.B. 2319 (Paddie) – Weight Limits:  this bill is the same as H.B. 2212, above. 

 

H.B. 2371 (Hernandez) – Motor Vehicle Accident Reports: would provide that Texas 

Department of Transportation or a governmental entity shall release various accident reports on 

written request and payment of any required fee to the first lienholder of a vehicle damaged on 
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the accident, including: (1) a vehicle storage facility and is the first lienholder of the vehicle; and 

(2) a towing company and is the first lienholder of the vehicle. 

 

H.B. 2374 (Blanco) – Border Infrastructure: would require the governor to, each fiscal year, 

designate at least five percent of funds available to Texas under the Surface Transportation Block 

Grant program for border infrastructure projects.  

 

H.B. 2508 (Kuempel) – Towing, Booting, and Parking Facilities: would:   

 

1. make various amendments to the Vehicle Storage Facility Act (Occupations Code 

Chapter 2303), including the following: (a) provide that the law does not, unless 

expressly provided otherwise, trump a city ordinance or charter or a contract with a 

governmental entity to provide services for incident management towing; (b) delete the 

requirement that local law enforcement be informed when a vehicle is accepted by a 

facility under the Act and replace it with a requirement that law enforcement be informed 

when a vehicle is accepted under the Texas Towing and Booting Act (Occupations Code 

Chapter 2308); (c) alter the provisions regarding notification to law enforcement about a 

vehicle abandoned at a facility; and (d) require the Texas Commission of Licensing and 

Regulation to adjust governmental vehicle storage facility fees (up or down) in 

accordance with the Consumer Price Index; 

2. make various amendments to the Towing and Booting Act (Occupations Code Chapter 

2308), including the following:  (a) delete certain references to booting companies and 

parking facilities; (b) provide that the chapter does not, unless expressly provided 

otherwise, trump a city ordinance or charter or a contract with a governmental entity to 

provide incident management towing; (c) establish new requirements for an incident 

management towing permit, private property towing permit, and consent towing permit; 

(d) provide that when a tow truck is used for a nonconsent tow initiated by a peace 

officer, the permit holder is an agent of law enforcement and is not liable for damage to 

personal property or failure to exercise authority; (e) prohibit a license holder from 

charging a fee for a private property tow or incident management tow that is greater than 

a fee established in the Act or authorized by a political subdivision; (f) authorize a city to 

adopt an ordinance regulating booting companies and operators; and (g) provide that if a 

court finds that a person or law enforcement agency authorized, with probable cause, the 

towing and storage of a vehicle, the person who requested the hearing shall pay the costs 

of towing and storage, and if the court finds it was without probable cause, the towing 

company, facility, or law enforcement agency that authorized the tow shall pay the costs 

of towing and storage; and 

3. add new provisions in the Property Code, to be cited as the Texas Parking Facility Act, 

that include the following:  (a) define “parking facility” to include public property used 

for restricted or paid vehicle parking, including a commercial lot or right-of-way on 

government-owned property that is leased to a private person; (b) define “parking facility 

owner” to include any legal entity owning or operating a parking facility; (c) establish 

certain prohibitions against parking unattended vehicles in certain areas of a parking 

facility, and provide an exception for emergency vehicles; (d) provide for the towing and 

storage of an unauthorized vehicle at a parking facility; (e) establish prohibitions for 

parking vehicles on a parking facility of an apartment complex and provide for the 
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towing and storage of the same; (f) provide that a parking facility may not have an 

unauthorized vehicle towed from the facility except as provided by the Act, a city 

ordinance that complies with the   Towing and Booting Act, or under the direction of a 

peace officer of the owner/operator of the vehicle; (g) provide for signs prohibiting 

unauthorized vehicles and notice requirements for designating restricted parking areas; 

and (h) establish the circumstances under which a parking facility owner or towing 

company may tow an unauthorized vehicle from public roadway parking facilities. 

 

H.B. 2513 (Uresti) – Diesel Fuel Tax:  would increase the state’s diesel fuel tax rate from 20 to 

22 cents per gallon. 
 

 

Utilities and Environment 

 

H.B. 963 (Perez) – System Benefit Fund: would provide that a retail electric provider, 

municipally owned utility, or electric cooperative that provided reduced rates to customers using 

support from the former system benefit fund shall provide to those customers, at least one time, 

written notice of each bill payment assistance program that might be available to assist those 

customers. 

 

H.B. 2187 (Lucio) – Certificates of Convenience and Necessity: would, among other things: 

(1) extend the time in which the Public Utility Commission must grant a application for a water 

certificate of convenience and necessity (CCN) from 60 to 90 days; (2) provide that the 

commission may not grant a petition for expedited release from a CCN if, before the 30
th

 day 

after the date the landowner files the petition, the CCN holder demonstrates that, through 

planning, design, construction of facilities, or contractual obligations to serve the tract of land, it 

has made service available to the tract; and (3) modify the procedures for determining how much 

a petitioner requesting decertification from an existing CCN must pay the CCN holder upon 

decertification. 

 

H.B. 2204 (Kacal) – Texas Water Development Board Financial Assistance: would provide: 

(1) a definition of “iron and steel products;” and (2) that a contract for a water project may allow 

the use of iron and steel products that are not produced in the United States, so long as the use is 

incidental or de minimis.  

 

H.B. 2240 (Lucio) – Texas Water Development Board Financial Assistance: would require a 

city to have enforceable time-of-day outdoor watering limitations as part of the city’s water 

conservation program in order to apply for financial assistance provided by the Texas Water 

Development Board.  

 

H.B. 2252 (Faircloth) – Coastal Barrier System: would provide that the legislature shall 

establish a joint interim committee to continue to study the feasibility and desirability of creating 

and maintaining a coastal barrier system in this state that includes a series of gates and barriers to 

prevent storm surge damage to gulf beaches or coastal ports, industry, or property. (Companion 

bill is S.B. 1000 by Taylor.)  
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H.B. 2359 (Ortega) – Nuisance:  would provide that the delivery, possession, manufacture, or 

use of other item in violation of the Texas Substance Control Act, criminal trespass, disorderly 

conduct, arson, criminal mischief that causes a pecuniary loss of $500 or more and a graffiti 

offense are activities added to the common nuisance statute. 

 

H.B. 2369 (Nevarez) – Water Rates: would: (1) require that a city utility that provides water or 

sewer service to a public school district charge the district the lowest rates the utility charges 

commercial businesses or nonprofit organizations that receive water or sewer service; (2) allow a 

public school district to appeal the water rates charged to the district by a city by filing a petition 

with the Public Utility Commission; (3) place the burden of proof on the city to establish that the 

rates are just and reasonable; and (4) prohibit a city owned utility from charging a school district 

a fee based on the number of district students or employees. 

 

H.B. 2377 (Larson) – Brackish Groundwater Development: would: (1) require groundwater 

conservation districts to adopt rules for the issuance of permits to  withdraw brackish 

groundwater from a well in a designated brackish groundwater production zone for a project 

designed to treat brackish groundwater to drinking water standards; (2) provide for a minimum 

term of 30 years for a permit issued for a well the produces brackish groundwater from a 

designated brackish groundwater production zone; and (3) require the holder of a permit to report 

to the groundwater conservation district on the amount of brackish groundwater withdrawn and 

aquifer levels.  

 

H.B. 2378 (Larson) – Groundwater Conservation District: would automatically extend the 

term of a permit to transfer groundwater outside of a groundwater conservation district to a term 

not shorter than the term of the operating permit and for each additional term an operating permit 

is renewed. (Companion bill is S.B. 774 by Perry.)  

 

H.B. 2386 (Bailes) – Outdoor Burning: would allow a person to burn outdoor waste under the 

supervision of a volunteer firefighter. (Companion bill is S.B. 1064 by Nichols.)  

 

H.B. 2476 (S. Davis) – Environmental Lawsuits: would provide that a public agency, 

including a city, may not enter into a contingent fee contract to bring a suit under the Water Code 

in which the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality is a necessary and indispensable 

party without review and approval of the contract by the comptroller. 

 

H.B. 2479 (Bell) – Solid Waste Facility Permits: would: (1) require the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality to deny a permit application for a solid waste facility that TCEQ finds to 

be incomplete or inaccurate, if a previous version was returned as incomplete or inaccurate; and 

(2) prohibit TCEQ from approving a subsequent application for a solid waste facility at the site 

that was the subject of the denied permit application. (Companion bill is S.B. 551 by 

Kolkhorst.) 

 

H.B. 2517 (Stephenson) – Grease Trap Waste: would prohibit the Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality from issuing a permit, registration, or other authorization for land 

application of grit or grease trap waste. (Note: this would not apply to a permit issue to an entity 
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for the disposal of grit or grease trap waste at a municipal solid waste landfill.) (Companion bill 

is S.B. 746 by Kolkhorst.) 

 

S.B. 300 (V. Taylor) – Railroad Commission: this is the Texas Railroad Commission sunset 

bill.  Of interest to cities, the bill would provide: (1) that the oil and gas division of the 

commission shall develop and publish an annual plan to use the oil and gas monitoring and 

enforcement resources of the commission strategically to best ensure public safety and minimize 

damage to the environment; (2) that the commission by rule may establish pipeline safety and 

regulatory fees to be assessed for permits or registrations for pipelines under the jurisdiction of 

the commission’s pipeline safety and regulatory program; and (3) for certain additional 

regulatory over intra- and interstate pipelines.  (Companion bill is H.B. 1818 by L. Gonzales.) 

 

S.B. 1000 (L. Taylor) – Coastal Barrier System: would provide that the legislature shall 

establish a joint interim committee to continue to study the feasibility and desirability of creating 

and maintaining a coastal barrier system in this state that includes a series of gates and barriers to 

prevent storm surge damage to gulf beaches or coastal ports, industry, or property. (Companion 

bill is H.B. 2252 by Faircloth.)  

 

S.B. 1004 (Hancock) – Small Cellular Network Deployment: this bill is sought by wireless 

industry vendors (“network providers”) to quickly install small cellular equipment (“network 

nodes”) and/or towers in a city’s rights-of-way.  It would make various findings related to the 

deployment of cellular network nodes in the public rights-of-way and municipal authority over 

those rights-of-way, and – substantively – would provide that: 

 

1. Except as provided by the bill, a city may not prohibit, regulate, or charge for the 

installation or collocation of network nodes in a public right-of-way. 

2. A city may not directly or indirectly require, as a condition for issuing a permit required 

under the bill, that the applicant perform services unrelated to the installation or 

collocation for which the permit is sought, including in-kind contributions such as 

reserving fiber, conduit, or pole space for the city’s use. 

3. A city may not enter into an exclusive arrangement with any person for use of the public 

rights-of-way for the construction, operation, marketing, or maintenance of network 

nodes or node support poles, and any regulations must be nondiscriminatory and 

competitively neutral. 

4. A city can never impose a moratorium on network nodes or support poles. 

5. A city may require a network provider to obtain one or more permits (up to 30 in one 

“batch application”) to install a network node or node support pole in a public right-of-

way only if the permit: (a) is of general applicability to users of the public rights-of-way; 

and (b) does not apply exclusively to network nodes.  (This is essentially a construction 

permit that can’t require more than a city would of a land-line user of the right-of-way.) 

6. A 30-day “shot clock” is imposed on a city to notify a network provider that its 

application is complete. 

7. A 150-day shot clock is imposed on a city to approve or deny a completed application for 

a new node support pole and a 90-day shot clock is imposed for any other application 

(e.g. a node to be placed on an existing pole). 

8. Detailed procedures must be followed if a city denies a permit. 
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9. A network provider shall begin the installation for which a permit is granted not later 

than the 90th day after the date the permit is approved and shall complete the installation 

not later than the 180th day after the date the installation begins, unless a city grants a 

longer time. 

10. A city may charge an application fee for a permit only if it requires the payment of the 

fee for similar types of commercial development inside the city’s territorial jurisdiction, 

and any fee must be cost-based and not contingent-based.  (This restriction is for permits 

to access the right-of-way.  An additional rental fee is provided for in (1), below.) 

11. A city may not require a network provider to submit an application for: (a) routine 

maintenance that does not require excavation or closing of sidewalks or vehicular lanes in 

a public right-of-way; or (b) replacing or upgrading a network node or pole with a node 

or pole that is substantially similar in size (defined as not more than 10 percent higher 

than existing equipment) or smaller and that does not require excavation or closing of 

sidewalks or vehicular lanes in a public right-of-way. 

12. A city that chooses to allow collocation of network nodes on municipal poles must do so 

in a non-discriminatory manner. 

13. Subject to the bill’s provisions and to applicable federal and state law: (a) a city may 

continue to exercise zoning, land use, planning, and permitting authority in the city’s 

boundaries, including with respect to utility poles; and (b) a city may exercise that 

authority to impose police-power-based regulations for the management of the public 

rights-of-way that apply to all persons to the extent that the regulations are reasonably 

necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 

14. A network provider must indemnify a city for damages caused solely by the negligent 

act, error, or omission of the provider, but not for liability resulting from the negligence 

of the city, its officers, employees, contractors, or subcontractors. 

15. A network provider shall relocate or adjust network nodes in a timely manner and 

without cost to the city if the city requires the relocation or adjustment to accommodate 

public improvements constructed on behalf of the city in a public right-of-way. 

16. A network provider shall ensure that the operation of a network node does not cause any 

harmful radio frequency interference to a Federal Communications Commission-

authorized mobile telecommunications operation of the city operating at the time the 

network node was initially installed or constructed, and a network provider shall take all 

steps reasonably necessary to remedy any harmful interference. 

 

Additionally, with regard to the use of and rental compensation for the use of a city’s rights-of-

way, the bill would provide that: 

 

1. A public right-of-way rate or fee for use of the public rights-of-way may not exceed an 

annual amount equal to $1,000 multiplied by the number of node support poles (i.e., 

those installed by a private company dedicated to cell service) and utility poles (i.e., those 

that provide electric or telecommunications service), other than municipally owned utility 

poles, inside the municipality’s corporate boundaries on which the network provider has 

installed a network node. (The fee is adjusted annually to reflect changes in inflation 

based on the consumer product index.) 
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2. At the city’s discretion, it may charge a network provider a lower rate or fee if the lower 

rate or fee is: (a) nondiscriminatory; (b) related to the use of the public rights-of-way; and 

(c) not a prohibited gift of public property. 

3. The current-law access line compensation system for right-of-way use applies to 

telecommunications network facilities, other than network nodes, installed by a network 

provider.  (For purposes of calculating that fee, each network node is considered an end-

use customer termination point.) 

4. Subject to the approval of a permit application (if required by the city) and to any 

applicable building codes, a network provider is entitled, as a permitted use that is not 

subject to zoning review or similar approval, and is not subject to further land use 

approval in an area that is not zoned, to do the following in the public rights-of-way: (a) 

construct, modify, maintain, and operate a network node; (b) construct, modify, maintain, 

and operate a utility pole or network support pole; and (3) collocate on a pole with the 

discretionary, nondiscriminatory, and express written consent of the pole’s owner. 

5. A network provider shall construct and maintain its structures and facilities in a manner 

that does not: (a) obstruct, impede, or hinder the usual travel or public safety on a public 

right-of-way; (b) obstruct the legal use of a public right-of-way by other utility providers; 

(c) violate applicable codes; (d) violate or conflict with the city’s publicly-disclosed 

public rights-of-way design specifications; or (e) violate the federal Americans with 

Disabilities Act. 

6. A network provider shall ensure that each new, modified, or replacement utility pole or 

node support pole installed in a public right-of-way in relation to which the network 

provider received approval of a permit application: (a) does not exceed the greater of: (i) 

10 feet in height above the tallest existing utility pole located within 500 linear feet of the 

new pole in the same public right-of-way; or (ii) 50 feet above ground level; and (b) is 

spaced at least 300 linear feet from the nearest existing pole that is capable of supporting 

network nodes and is located in a public right-of-way. 

7. A network provider may not install a new node support pole in a public right-of-way 

without the city’s discretionary, nondiscriminatory, and written consent if the public 

right-of-way is adjacent to a street or thoroughfare: (a) that is not more than 50 feet wide; 

and (b) both sides of which are adjacent to single-family residential lots or other 

multifamily residences. 

8. A network provider shall ensure that the vertical height of an equipment cabinet installed 

as part of a network node does not exceed certain height limitations, subject to approval 

of the pole’s owner if applicable. 

9. A network provider shall, in relation to installation for which a city approved a permit 

application, comply with nondiscriminatory undergrounding requirements, except in 

relation to existing structures. 

10. A city may adopt a design manual for the installation and construction of network nodes 

and new node support poles in the public rights-of-way that includes additional 

installation and construction details that do not conflict with the bill. 

 

S.B. 1045 (Estes) – Air Quality Permits: would allow an applicant for an air quality permit to 

combine the notice of intent and notice of preliminary decision into one notice, if: (1) before the 

16
th

 day after the application is received, the TCEQ determines the application to be 
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administratively complete; and (2) the preliminary decision and draft permit are available at the 

time of the TCEQ’s determination.  

 

S.B. 1053 (Perry) – Desired Future Conditions: would expand the definition of “affected 

person” able to appeal a groundwater conservation district’s adoption of desired future 

conditions. 

 

S.B. 1064 (Nichols) – Outdoor Burning: would allow a volunteer firefighter to supervise a 

person burning waste. (Companion bill is H.B. 2386 by Bailes.)  
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CITY OF HUMBLE 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 17-797 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, TEXAS AMENDING 

CHAPTER 16, “ENVIRONMENT,” BY CREATING ARTICLE IX 

“MINIMUM PROPERTY STANDARDS;” PROVIDING FOR A PENALTY 

UP TO $500 PER DAY FOR EACH VIOLATION; MAKING CERTAIN 

FINDINGS; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY. 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, 

TEXAS, THAT: 

 

Section 1. The Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, Texas, is hereby amended by 

Creating Chapter 16, Article IX, to read as follows: 

 

 ARTICLE IX – MINIMUM PROPERTY STANDARDS 

 

 Sec. 16-400 Minimum standards generally; responsibilities of owners and 

occupants. 

 

(a) It is unlawful for a person knowingly to allow a property of which the person 

has ownership or control to be kept or used in violation of this article. 

 

(b) Each person who owns or otherwise has control of a property is responsible for 

maintaining in a sanitary condition the shared or public areas of the property 

and the premises thereof. 

 

Sec. 16-401 Responsibilities of Owner. 

 

(a) General Maintenance.  An owner of property is responsible for maintaining 

their property in a safe and sanitary condition and in compliance with this 

article.  Compliance with this article does not equate to compliance with the 

various Technical Codes as approved, or vice versa.  

 

(b) Property Standards.  An owner of property shall: 

 

(1) Eliminate any unprotected hole, open excavation, sharp protrusion from the 

ground or walls, and any other object or condition on the premises 

reasonably likely to cause injury to an individual. 

 

(2) Securely seal or plug any unused water well; secure any pump house and 

electrical service for operating water wells; remove an unused septic tank or 

grease trap, or pump the effluent and fill the tank or trap with soil or sand; 

remove or fill an unused cesspool or cistern with soil or sand; and securely 

cover all septic tanks or grease traps in service. 
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(3) Remove dead trees, tree limbs, and other debris reasonably likely to cause 

injury to an individual or to provide living or breeding places for insects, 

ectoparasites, or rodents, provided that a reasonably-sized accumulation of 

compost shall not constitute a violation of this subsection; and 

 

(4) Keep doors and windows of any vacant portion of a building secured. 

 

(c) Structural standards.  An owner of property shall: 

 

(1) Protect the exterior surfaces subject to decay by application of a protective 

covering or coating or other surface preservative. 

 

(2) Fill any unprotected or unenclosed hollow masonry piers, foundation holes, 

and other openings reasonably likely to cause injury to an individual. 

 

(3) Provide and maintain handrails for stairways, ramps, balconies, and porches 

more than 30 inches above grade.  

 

(4) Maintain buildings intended for human occupancy in a weatherproof 

condition. 

 

(5) Maintain floors, supporting walls, ceilings, and all supporting structural 

members in a sound and safe condition, capable of bearing imposed loads 

safely.   

 

(6) Maintain each inside and outside stairway, porch, and appurtenance thereto 

in a sound and safe condition, capable of bearing imposed loads safely. 

 

(7) Provide cross-ventilation of not less than 1 ½ square feet for each 25 linear 

feet of wall in each basement or crawl space not mechanically ventilated. 

 

(8) Repair or replace any chimney flue or vent attachment reasonably likely to 

constitute a health or safety hazard. 

 

(9) In a floor, wall, ceiling, porch, step, or balcony, repair any hole, crack, 

break, or loose material reasonably likely to constitute a health or safety 

hazard. 

 

(10) For the flooring or subflooring of each bathroom and other room 

containing a toilet, provide and maintain a moisture-resistant finish or 

material, such as ceramic tile or vinyl; and 

 

(11) Maintain all fences and accessory structures, including detached 

garages, car ports, sally ports, and sheds, and covered breezeways in a 

structurally sound condition and in good repair. 
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(d) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution of an owner for violation of this 

section that (i) the property is the site of new construction and reasonable and 

continuous progress is being made to complete the construction; (ii) the 

violation was not capable of discovery by the owner upon reasonable 

investigation or inspection.   

 

Sec. 16-402 Responsibilities of occupant. 

 

An occupant, with regard to any portion of a building under the occupant’s 

control, shall: 

 

(1) Keep the premises free from refuse and other conditions likely to encourage 

infestation by insects, ectoparasites, or rodents. 

 

(2) Install in accordance with applicable codes and laws any plumbing fixtures, 

heating equipment, electrical equipment, and mechanical equipment 

supplied by the occupant. 

 

(3) Not alter the property so as to create a violation of this code. 

 

Sec. 16-403 Retaliation against residents prohibited. 

 It is unlawful for an owner or manager of a property to retaliate against a 

resident for reporting potential violations of this article.  Without limitation of the 

foregoing, the actions constituting retaliation set forth in Subchapter H of Chapter 

92, Texas Property Code, as may be amended from time to time, are hereby 

incorporated by reference and constitute events of retaliation under this section. 

 

Sec. 16-404 Enforcement of minimum standards. 

 Upon discovery of a violation of this article, the Chief Building Official or 

Code Enforcement Officer may issue to the violator a citation enforceable in 

municipal court, provided that the violation remains after the Chief Building 

Official or Code Enforcement Officer has issued to the violator a written warning 

affording a reasonable opportunity to cure the violation.  Any person who shall 

intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence, violate any 

provision of this Article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction, shall be fined in an amount to exceed $500.00.  Each day of violation 

shall constitute a separate offense.  

 

Sec. 16-404 – 499 Reserved.  

 

Section 3. In the event any clause phrase, provision, sentence, or part of this ordinance or the 

application of the same to any person or circumstances shall for any reason be 

adjudged invalid or held unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, it 

shall not affect, impair, or invalidate this ordinance as a whole or any part or 

provision hereof other than the part declared to be invalid or unconstitutional; and 

the City Council of the City of Humble, Texas, declares that it would have passed 

each and every part of the same notwithstanding the omission of any such part thus 

declared to be invalid or unconstitutional, whether there be one or more parts. 
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Section 4. This ordinance supersedes all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the 

provisions stated herein. 

 

Section 5. This Ordinance shall become effective upon final reading and adoption of this 

Ordinance when the caption hereof is published once in the official newspaper of 

the City, by the City Secretary, within ten days after the passage of the Ordinance, 

as required by law and Article II, Section 13 of the City Charter. 

 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this   9
th

 day of March 2017. 

 

        

 

              

       Merle Aaron  

       Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Jason Stuebe 

City Secretary 
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CITY OF HUMBLE 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 17-777 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE, TEXAS APPOINTING 

ELECTION OFFICIALS FOR THE MAY 6, 2017 HUMBLE ISD AND CITY OF 

HUMBLE GENERAL ELECTION. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUMBLE TEXAS: 

 

Section 1:  That the following registered voters of Harris County shall be and are hereby 

appointed to serve in said elections: 

 

 Early Voting Clerk:    Stan Stanart 

 Early Voting Ballot Board Presiding Judge: Tom Moon 

 Early Voting Ballot Board Alternate Judge: Jill Moffitt 

 Early Voting Ballot Board Members:  James Porter 

       Michael Neely 

       Mary Seymore 

       Kathy Rembert 

       John Sherman 

       Steven Howell 

       Colleen Vera  

  

Section 2: That the Harris County Administration Building, 1001 Preston, 4
th
 Floor is hereby 

established as the Central Counting Station to receive ballots for said election.  The 

ballots shall be tabulated and returned to the office of the City Secretary for the required 

retention period.  The following persons are hereby authorized and appointed as persons 

employed and designated to handle the ballots, operate the tabulating equipment and 

count the ballots. 

 

 Central Counting Presiding Judge:  Stan Stanart 

 Central Counting Alternate Judge:  William “Bill” Pesota 

 Counting Station Manager:   Sonya Aston 

 Tabulation Supervisor:    Jason Bruce 

 Assistants to Tabulation Supervisor:  Jonathan Dulany and Mark Hopkins 

 Clerks:      To be appointed by the Presiding Judge 

 

Section 3. That this resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PASSED, APPROVED, AND RESOLVED this the 9
th
 day of March 2017. 

 

      APPROVED: 

 

            

      Merle Aaron 

      Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Jason Stuebe 

City Secretary 



CUIDAD DE HUMBLE 

RESOLUCION NO. 17-777 

 

UNA RESOLUCION DE LA CIUDAD DE HUMBLE, TEXAS QUE NOMBRA A FUNCIONARIOS 

ELECTORALES PARA EL 6 DE MAYO DE 2017 HUMBLE ISD Y LA CIUDAD DE HUMBLE 

ELECCION GENERAL 

 

HA SIDO RESUELTO, POR EL CONSEJO MUNICIPAL DE LA CUIDAD DE HUMBLE: 

 

Seccion 1: Los siguientes votantes registrados del Condado de Harris debera y sera nombrado server en 

nombrado eleccion: 

 

 Empleado de Eleccion Anticipada:    Stan Stanart 

 Presidente Tribunal de la Votacion Anticipada:  Tom Moon 

 Presidente Tribunal de la Votacion Anticipada Alternativo: Jill Moffitt 

 Barra de Boletas de la Votacion Anticipada:   James Porter 

        Michael Neely 

        Mary Seymore 

        Kathy Rembert 

        John Sherman 

        Steven Howell 

        Colleen Vera 

 

Seccion 2: El Edificio de la Administracion de la Cuidad de Humble, 1001 Preston, Piso 4 es establecido 

como la Estacion de Conteo Central para recibir las votaciones para dicha eleccion. Las votaciones 

seran tabuladas y devueltas a al oficina de la Secretaria de la Cuidad por el periodo de retencion. 

Las siguientes personas se les autoriza y se les nombra como empleados para manejar las 

papeletas, operar el equipo de la tabulacion y el conteo de las papeletas. 

  

 Juez de Conteo Central:    Stan Stuart 

 Juez de Conteo Central Alternativo:   William “Bill” Pesota 

 Gerente de Conteo de la Estacion:   Sonya Aston 

 Supervisor de Tabulación:    Jason Bruce 

 Asistentes al Supervisor de Tabulación  Jonathan Dulany y Mark Hopkins 

 Empleados:     Seran asignados por el Juez 

 

Seccion 3: Esta resolucion se tomara en efecto inmediatamente el dia y hasta que se termine. 

 APROVADO y RESUELTO este el 9 de marzo 2017 

        

 

       APROVADO: 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

            

      Merle Aaron 

       Alcalde 

ATESTIGUARE: 

 

 

 

 

 

Jason Stuebe 

Secretario de La Cuidad 
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AIR 59 COMMERCE CENTER  

FINAL PLAT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

COUNCIL MEETING 

3-9-2017 

AGENDA ITEM #7 

 

APPROVAL OF 7 DAYS TAXI LICENSE 
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