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ARTICLE I. INCORPORATION; FORM OF GOVERNMENT; CORPORATE AND 
GENERAL POWERS* 

 
§1 Corporate name. 
 
The inhabitants of the City of Humble within the boundaries as now established or as hereafter 
established in the manner provided by law shall continue to be a body politic and corporate and 
be known by the name of the City of Humble. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 Form of government. 
 
The municipal government provided by this Charter shall be known as the “council-manager” 
form of government. Pursuant to the provisions of, and subject only to the limitations imposed 
by, the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas and by this Charter, all powers of the city shall 
be vested in an elected city council, which shall enact ordinances, adopt budgets, determine 
policies, and appoint the city manager, who shall execute the laws and administer the government 
of the city. All powers of the city shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by this Charter, of 
[or] if the manner be not prescribed, then in such manner as may be prescribed by ordinance or 
state law. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Powers of the city. 
 
The city shall have all the powers granted to municipal corporations and to cities by the 
Constitution and laws of the State of Texas, together with all the implied powers necessary to 
carry into execution all the powers granted. The city may acquire property within or without its 
corporate limits for any city purpose in fee-simple or any lesser interest or estate by purchase, 
gift, devise, lease or condemnation and may sell, lease, mortgage, hold, manage and control such 
property as its interest may require; and, except as prohibited by the constitution and statutes of 
this state or restricted by this Charter, the city shall and may exercise all municipal powers, 
functions, rights, privileges and immunities of every name and nature whatsoever. The city may 
use a corporate seal; may be sued and may sue; may contract and be contracted with; may 
implead and be impleaded in all courts and places and in all matters whatever; may cooperate 
with the government of the State of Texas or any agency thereof, or [with] any political 
subdivision of the State of Texas to accomplish any lawful purpose for the advancement of the 
interest, welfare, health, morals, comfort, safety and convenience of the city and its inhabitants; 
and may pass such ordinance as may be expedient for maintaining the peace, welfare of the city 
and for the performance of the functions thereof. The enumeration of particular powers by this 
Charter shall not be deemed to be exclusive and in addition to the powers enumerated therein or 
implied thereby or appropriate to the exercise of such powers it is intended that the City of 
Humble shall have and may exercise all powers of local self-government and all powers not 
expressly prohibited by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas. (Ordinance 22-934 
adopted 5/26/22) 
                                                      
* Editor’s note–Printed herein is the charter of the City of Humble, Texas, as adopted in its entirety by 
Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22. The charter was originally adopted by an election held December 19, 
1970. For a history of charter amendments prior to the adoption of Ordinance 22-934, refer to the following 
ordinances listed in the Ordinance Disposition Table provided in appendix E of this code: Ordinance 330, 
Ordinance 331, Ordinance 87-403, Amendment adopted 5/2/92, Ordinance 96-498, and Ordinance 00-552. 
Apart from minor nonsubstantive changes in style and formatting, the charter is reproduced as adopted by 
Ordinance 22-934. Capitalization, punctuation and grammar have been retained. Obviously misspelled 
words have been corrected without notation. Material enclosed in brackets has been added for clarification. 
Amendments to the charter are indicated by a history note following the amended section. 
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§4 Special provisions for damage suits. 
 
Before the city shall be liable to damage claim or suit for personal injury or damage to property 
the person who is injured or whose property is damaged or someone in their behalf shall give the 
city manager notice in writing within six (6) months after the occurring of the alleged injury or 
damage stating specifically in such notice when, where and how the injury or damage was 
sustained and setting forth the extent of the injury or damage as accurately as possible, and giving 
the names and addresses of all witnesses upon whose testimony such person is relying to establish 
the injury or damage. No action at law for damage shall be brought against the city for personal 
injury or damage to property prior to the expiration of sixty (60) days after the notice 
hereinbefore described has been filed with the city manager. After the expiration of sixty (60) 
days aforementioned, the complainant may then have two years from the date of the alleged 
injury or damage in which to bring an action of law. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5 Eminent domain. 
 
The city shall have the full right, power and authority to exercise the power of eminent domain 
when necessary or desirable to carry out any of the power[s] conferred upon it by this Charter or 
by the Constitution or laws of the State of Texas. The power of eminent domain hereby conferred 
shall include the right of the city to take the fee in the lands so condemned and such power and 
authority shall include the right to condemn public property for such purposes. The city shall have 
and possess this power of condemnation for any municipal or public purpose, even though not 
specifically enumerated in this section or in this Charter. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§6 Street powers. 
 
The City of Humble shall have the power to lay out, establish, name, open, alter, widen, narrow, 
straighten, change, lower, extend, grade, vacate, abandon, discontinue, abolish, close, care for, 
pave, supervise, maintain and improve streets, alleys, sidewalks, parks, squares, public places and 
bridges; and regulate the use thereof and require the removal of all obstructions and 
encroachment of every nature or character from streets, sidewalks, alleys and other public 
property or places. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§7 Street improvements. 
 
The City of Humble shall have exclusive dominion, control and jurisdiction in, upon, over and 
under the public streets, avenues and alleys of the city, and may provide for the improvement 
thereof of paving, repaving, raising, draining or otherwise. Such exclusive dominion, control and 
jurisdiction shall include, but not be limited to, the right to regulate, locate, relocate, remove or 
prohibit the location of all utility pipes, lines[,] wires or other property. (Ordinance 22-934 
adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§8 Extension and contraction of boundary limits. 
 
The city council shall have power by ordinance to fix the boundary limits of the City of Humble 
and to provide for the extension of said boundary limits, and the annexation of additional territory 
lying adjacent to the city, to provide for the disannexation of territory within the city, and to 
provide for the exchange of territory with other cities and towns, pursuant to and in accordance 
with the present or hereinafter adopted or amended general and special laws of this state 
applicable to home rule cities. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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§9 Water and sanitary sewer system. 
 
The city shall have the power to provide for a water and sanitary sewer system and to require 
property owners to connect their premises to such systems; to assess penalties in municipal court 
for failure to make such connections; and shall further have the right to fix charges and 
compensation to be charged by the city for such services, providing rules and regulations in 
connection therewith and to provide for rendering a lien against any property owner’s premises 
who fails or refuses to make water and sanitary sewer connections after due notice and to charge 
a cost against said owner and make it a personal liability. No free service shall ever be given to 
any person, firm or corporation whatsoever. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§10 Garbage disposal. 
 
The city council may by ordinance adopt and prescribe rules and regulations for the handling and 
disposition of all garbage, trash and rubbish within the City of Humble and may fix charges and 
compensation to be charged for the removal of garbage, trash, and rubbish, and may provide rules 
and regulations for the collection thereof. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§11 Nuisances, etc. 
 
The city shall have the power to define nuisances and prohibit the same within the city and 
outside the city limits for a distance of five thousand (5,000) feet; to have power to police all 
parks or grounds, speedways, or boulevards owned by said city and lying outside of said city, to 
prohibit the pollution of any stream, drain or tributaries, thereof, which may constitute the source 
of water supply of any city and to provide for policing the same as well as to provide for the 
protection of any watersheds and the policing of same, to inspect dairies, slaughter pens, and 
slaughterhouses inside and outside the limits of the city, from which meat or milk is furnished to 
the inhabitants of the city. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE II. THE CITY COUNCIL AND THEIR ELECTION 
 
§1 City Council. 
 
The municipal government of the city shall consist of a mayor and five councilmembers that shall 
be elected from the city at large by the qualified electors of the city. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
 
§2 Municipal elections. 
 
Elections for the mayor and members of city council shall be held on dates prescribed by the 
Texas Election Code. An elected officer may be a candidate for reelection to the office they then 
hold, but otherwise no person may be a candidate for mayor or councilmember who is then either 
an elected or appointed officer, employee, or agent of the City of Humble. Candidates for city 
council shall run for Place No. One, Place No. Two, Place No. Three, Place No. Four, Place No. 
Five or for mayor, as the case may be. 
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At any regular or special election held for such purpose, the candidate who shall have received 
the majority of votes cast for the office or place for which they are a candidate shall be declared 
elected; provided, however, tie votes shall be determined as provided by the Texas Election Code. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Terms of office of city council. 
 
The terms of office for mayor and councilmember Place No. One and Place No. Two shall 
commence in odd numbered calendar years, and the terms of office for councilmember Place No. 
Three, Place No. Four and Place No. Five shall commence in even numbered calendar years. The 
terms of office of all elected officers shall be for a period of two years, or until their successors 
are duly qualified. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 Conduct of elections. 
 
All city elections shall be governed, except as otherwise provided by the Charter, by the laws of 
the State of Texas governing general and municipal elections, so far as the same may be 
applicable thereto; and in the event there should be any failure of the general laws of or [sic] this 
Charter to provide for some feature of the city elections, then the council shall have the power to 
provide for such deficiency, and no informalities in conducting a city election shall invalidate the 
same, if it be conducted fairly and in substantial compliance with the general laws, where 
applicable, and the Charter and ordinances of the city. The city council shall be the judge of the 
election and qualification of its own members, subject to judicial review in the case of contests. 
 
Returns of all elections shall be made by the election officers to the city council in accordance 
with State law, after which time the council shall canvass and declare the results of the election as 
the first item of business. Newly elected officers may enter upon their duties immediately 
thereafter upon qualifying for office. If any officer fails to qualify within thirty (30) days after 
their election, their office shall be deemed vacant and such vacancy filled in accordance with the 
provisions of this Charter for filling vacancies in office. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5 Qualifications for city council. 
 
The mayor and each councilmember shall be at least eighteen (18) years of age and shall be both 
a qualified and a registered voter of the City of Humble for a period of at least one year 
immediately prior to the election. The mayor and councilmembers shall not hold any other 
elected public office. Failure of a member of the city council to maintain the residency 
requirement shall result in such office being automatically vacated. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
 
§6 Vacancies on city council. 
 
A vacancy in the office of mayor or councilmember may be filled either by appointment by 
majority vote of the remaining members of city council, or by a special election held for such 
purpose. When vacancies occur so that there is less than a majority remaining on the city council, 
then a special election shall be called for the first uniform election date falling more than sixty 
(60) days from the date such vacancies occur. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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§7 Meetings and compensation of mayor and councilmembers. 
 
The city council shall hold at least one regular monthly meeting and the mayor or three 
councilmembers may call as many special meetings as may be necessary to attend to the 
municipal business. Each councilmember and the mayor shall receive for their services a salary 
established by ordinance. An officer’s compensation set under this section may not change during 
the term for which the officer is elected or appointed. In addition, members of the city council 
may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties with 
the approval of the city council at a regular meeting. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§8 The mayor. 
 
The mayor shall preside at meetings of the city council and shall be entitled to vote on all matters 
considered by the council, but shall have no regular administrative duties. The mayor shall 
exercise such other powers and perform such other duties as are or may be conferred and imposed 
by this Charter and the ordinances of the city. The mayor shall be recognized as the head of the 
city government for all ceremonial purposes and by the government for purposes of military law. 
In times of public danger or emergency, the mayor may declare a local state of disaster and issue 
such other orders and take such other actions necessary to maintain order and enforce the law. 
When authorized by the city council, the mayor shall sign official documents, such as ordinances, 
resolutions, conveyances, grant agreements, official plats, contracts and bonds. (Ordinance 22-
934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§9 The mayor pro tem. 
 
If a vacancy occurs in the office of mayor or in the case of the mayor’s absence or disability, the 
mayor pro tem shall act as mayor until a successor is elected or appointed and has qualified. At 
the first meeting of each new council, or as soon thereafter as practicable, one of the 
councilmembers shall be elected mayor pro tempore, who shall hold such office one year. In case 
of the failure, inability or refusal of the mayor to act, the mayor pro tempore shall perform the 
duties of mayor. When serving as the presiding officer at city council meetings, the mayor pro 
tempore shall have the same rights and privileges as provided for the mayor in this Charter. In the 
case of absence from the city or the failure, inability or refusal of both the mayor and mayor pro 
tempore to perform the duties of mayor, the city council may, at a council meeting, by a vote of 
three affirmative votes, elect an acting mayor pro tempore, who shall serve as mayor with all the 
power and privileges of mayor until either the mayor or mayor pro tempore shall resume the 
duties of such office. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§10 Powers. 
 
All powers of the city and the determination of all matters of policy shall be vested in the city 
council. Without limitation of the foregoing and among the powers that may be exercised by the 
council, the following are hereby enumerated for greater certainty: 
 

(1) Appoint and remove the city manager. 
 

(2) Adopt budget of the city. 
 

(3) Inquire into the conduct of any officer, department or agency of the city and make 
investigations as to municipal affairs and authorize the correction of irregularities. 
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(4) Approve or provide for approval of subdivision plats. 
 

(5) Adopt and modify the official map of the city. 
 

(6) May provide for the establishment and designation of fire limits and to prescribe the 
character of buildings or structures or improvements to be erected therein, and to 
provide for the erection of fireproof buildings within certain limits, and to provide for 
the condemnation of dangerous structures or buildings or dilapidated buildings 
calculated to increase the fire hazard, and the manner of their removal or destruction. 

 
(7) Adopt, modify, and carry out plans for the clearance of slum districts and 

rehabilitation of blighted areas. 
 

(8) Adopt, modify and carry out plans for the replanning, improvement and 
redevelopment of neighborhoods and for the replanning, reconstruction or 
redevelopment of any area or district which may have been destroyed in whole or in 
part by disaster. 

 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
Editor’s note–The subsection numbering in the section above was corrected without notation. 
 
§11 Ordinances. 
 
In addition to such acts of the council as are required by statute or by this Charter to be by 
ordinance, every act of the council establishing a fine or other penalty or providing for the 
expenditure of funds or for the contracting of indebtedness shall be by ordinance. The enacting 
clause of all ordinances shall be, “BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF HUMBLE: ...”. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§12 Procedure for passage of ordinances. 
 
Every ordinance shall be introduced in written form and, upon passage, shall take effect at the 
time indicated therein; provided that any ordinance imposing a penalty, fine or forfeiture for a 
violation of its provisions shall become effective not less than ten days from the date of its 
passage. Except as required by state law, the city secretary shall give notice of the passage of 
every ordinance imposing a penalty, fine or forfeiture for a violation of the provisions thereof, by 
causing the caption or title, including the penalty, of any such ordinance to be published (i) in the 
official newspaper in the City of Humble at least once within ten days after the passage of said 
ordinance, or (ii) by posting on the municipal bulletin board at City Hall and on the City’s 
internet website continuously for twenty (20) days after passage. The city secretary shall note on 
every ordinance, which is required to be published the fact that same has been published as 
required by the Charter, and the date of such publication; provided that the provisions of this 
section shall not apply to the correction, amendment, revision and modification of the ordinances 
of the city for publication in book or pamphlet form. It shall not be necessary to the validity of 
any ordinance that it shall be read more than one time or considered at more than one session of 
the council. Every ordinance shall be authenticated by the signature of the mayor and city 
secretary and shall be systematically recorded in an ordinance book in a manner approved by the 
council. It shall only be necessary to record the caption or title of ordinances in the minutes or 
journal of council meetings. The council shall have power to cause the ordinances of the city to 
be corrected, amended, revised, codified and printed in code form as often as the council deems 
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advisable, and such printed code, when adopted by the council, shall be in full force and effect 
without the necessity of publishing the same or any part thereof in a newspaper. Such printed 
code shall be admitted in evidence in all courts and places without further proof. Except as 
otherwise provided by law or this Charter, any requirement of the city council, or any board, 
department or officer of the city, to provide notice with respect to any real or personal property, 
act, event, hearing or other occurrence, by advertisement or notice, publication of such 
advertisement or notice on the municipal bulletin board and on the city’s internet website 
continuously for at least seventy-two hours (72) shall be sufficient public notice. (Ordinance 22-
934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§13 Independent audit. 
 
Prior to the end of each fiscal year, the council shall designate a certified public accountant, who 
is licensed by the State of Texas, to make an independent audit of accounts and other evidences of 
financial transactions of the city government and submit a report to the council within one 
hundred eighty (180) days from the closing date of the city’s fiscal year. (Ordinance 22-934 
adopted 5/26/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE III. CITY MANAGER AND OTHER MUNICIPAL OFFICERS; 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES. 

 
§1 Appointment of city manager. 
 
(1) Appointment of city manager. The council shall appoint an officer of the city who shall 
have the title city manager, and who shall have the powers and perform the duties in this Charter 
provided. The city manager shall be at-will employee and shall be appointed for an indefinite 
term. No council member shall receive such appointment during the term from which the 
councilmember is elected, nor within one year after the expiration of that term. 
 
(2) Acting city manager. By letter filed with the city secretary, the city manager may designate, 
subject to council approval, a qualified city administrative officer to be acting city manager 
during the city manager’s temporary absences or disabilities. The council may revoke such 
designation at any time and appoint another person acting city manager to serve during such 
times; and if the city manager fails to make such designation, the council may appoint an acting 
city manager to serve during such times. The council may remove an acting city manager at any 
time. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 The city manager’s powers and duties. 
 
The city manager shall be the chief executive officer and the head of the administrative branch of 
the city government. To that end, the city manager shall be responsible to the council for the 
proper administration of all affairs of the city. The city manager shall have power and shall be 
required to: 
 

(1) Appoint and, when necessary for the good of the service, remove all officers and 
employees of the city except as otherwise provided by this Charter and except as the 
city manager may authorize the head of a department to appoint and remove 
subordinates in such department; 
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(2) Prepare the budget annually and submit it to the council and be responsible for its 

administration after adoption; 
 

(3) Prepare and submit to the council as of the end of the fiscal year a complete report on 
the finances and administrative activities of the city for the preceding year; 

 
(4) Attend council meetings and keep the council advised of the financial condition and 

future needs of the city and make such recommendations as may seem to the city 
manager desirable; 

 
(5) Enforce the Charter and ordinances; 

 
(6) Control the work of all departments created by the Charter and ordinances; 

 
(7) Execute documents as the executive for the city; 

 
(8) Conduct investigations as deemed necessary, or as directed by council; and 

 
(9) Perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or required of the city 

manager by the council, not inconsistent with this Charter. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Other officers of the city. 
 
Other officers of the city shall be city secretary, city attorney, and judge of the municipal court, 
who shall be appointed by the city manager with approval of the city council. (Ordinance 22-934 
adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 City secretary. 
 
The city secretary shall attend all meetings of the city council and keep accurate minutes of the 
proceedings, engross and enroll all laws, resolutions, and ordinances of the city council, keep the 
corporate seal, keep all books, records, papers, documents and files of said council, countersign 
all commissions and licenses issued by the mayor, and issue all official city notices. The city 
secretary shall carefully keep all contracts made by the city council, and perform such other 
duties as may be required of such office by law, ordinance, resolution or order of the city council. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5 City attorney. 
 
The city attorney shall be the legal advisor of and attorney and counsel for the City and all 
officers and departments thereof. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§6 Municipal court; appointment of municipal judge. 
 
(1) The judge of the municipal court shall serve a term of two years concurrent with that of the 
Mayor. The judge may be removed for incompetency, misconduct, or malfeasance. The judge 
shall receive such compensation as may be fixed by the council from time to time. The judge 
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shall be the judge of the municipal court which shall have the jurisdiction and shall be conducted 
in the manner prescribed and authorized by law. 
 
(2) The city manager shall appoint the clerk and deputy clerks of the municipal court who shall 
have the power to administer oaths, affidavits, make certificates, affix the seal of the municipal 
court, and perform all acts usual and necessary by the clerks of the court, in conducting the 
business thereof, including but not limited to, the keeping of the records and accounts of the 
municipal court. 
 
(3) All fines, special expenses and penalties imposed by the municipal court shall be paid into 
the city treasury for the use and benefit of the city, as may be consistent with the present and 
future state laws. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§7 Administrative departments. 
 
There are hereby created the following administrative departments: finance, police, fire and 
public works. The city council may, upon the advice of the city manager, consolidate into one 
department no more than two of the departments hereby established; and by ordinance may 
create, change, and abolish offices, departments or agencies other than the offices, departments 
and agencies established by this Charter. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§8 Directors. 
 
At the head of each administrative department there shall be a director, appointed by the city 
manager with the approval of city council, who shall have supervision and control of the 
department subject to the city manager. Two or more departments may be headed by the same 
individual; the city manager may head one or more departments, and directors of departments 
may also serve as chiefs of divisions. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§9 Departmental divisions. 
 
The work of each administrative department may be distributed among the divisions thereof 
subject to approval of the city manager. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§10 No interference with administration. 
 
Neither the city council nor any of its members shall direct the appointment or removal of any 
person from office by the city manager or by and of the city manager’s subordinates. Except for 
the purpose of inquiry in accordance with Article II, Section 10 of the Charter, the city council 
and its members shall deal with the administrative service solely through the city manager, and 
neither the city council nor any member thereof shall give orders to any of the subordinates of the 
city manager, either publicly or privately. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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ARTICLE IV. THE BUDGET 
 
§1 Fiscal year. 
 
The fiscal year of the city government shall begin on the first day of October and shall end on the 
last day of September of each calendar year. Such fiscal year shall also constitute the budget and 
accounting year. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 Preparation and submission of budget. 
 
The city manager, at least sixty (60) days prior to the beginning of each budget year, shall submit 
to the council a proposed budget. The budget shall provide a complete financial plan for the fiscal 
year. It shall contain an itemization of proposed expenditures and estimated revenues of the city, 
together with the appropriation ordinance and the tax levy ordinance. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
 
§3 Budget a public record. 
 
The budget and budget message and all supporting schedules shall be a public record in the office 
of the city, open to public inspection. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 Public hearing on budget. 
 
The council shall hold a public hearing on the budget as submitted, at which all interested persons 
shall be given an opportunity to be heard, for or against the estimates or any item thereof. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5 Vote required for adoption. 
 
The budget shall be adopted by the favorable votes of at least a majority of all members of the 
whole council. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§6 Date of final adoption; effective; filing. 
 
Upon final adoption, the budget shall be in effect for the fiscal year. A copy of the budget, as 
finally adopted, shall be filed with the city secretary and certified by the city secretary as being a 
correct copy thereof. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§7 Budget establishes appropriations and amount to be raised by property 
tax. 
 
From the effective date of the budget, the several amounts stated therein as proposed expenditures 
shall be and become appropriated to the several objects and purposes therein named, and the 
amount stated therein as the amount to be raised by property tax shall constitute a determination 
of the amount of the levy for the purposes of the city, in the corresponding tax year. (Ordinance 
22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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ARTICLE V. BORROWING FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
 
§1 Power and authority to incur indebtedness. 
 
The City of Humble shall have the power and authority, by ordinance duly adopted, to borrow 
money on the credit of the city for permanent public improvements and to issue its general 
obligation bonds, revenue bonds, refunding bonds, certificates of indebtedness, notes, warrants, 
or other forms of indebtedness pursuant to and in accordance with the present or hereinafter 
adopted or amended general and special laws of this state applicable to home rule cities, except as 
such power and authority is expressly limited or denied by this chapter, or any amendments 
hereto. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 Referendum on bond ordinance. 
 
Each bond ordinance passed pursuant to a purpose which has been authorized by a majority vote 
of the property taxpaying voters of the City of Humble at an election held for that purpose shall 
not be subject to referendum. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Public sale of all bonds. 
 
No bonds issued under this Charter shall be sold without first offering the same at public sale. 
Notice of such sale shall be given by publication at least once in a financial journal published in 
the State of Texas, such publication to be made not less than ten days prior to the date set for such 
sale. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE VI. FINANCIAL POLICIES 
 
§1 Sale of city property; procedure for. 
 
All sales of city property shall comply with applicable notice and bidding procedures of state law. 
The city council shall have the power to reject all bids and repeat required procedures when it 
deems it appropriate to do so. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 Purchase procedure. 
 
All contracts and purchases shall be made in compliance with applicable state statutes and the 
city’s purchasing policies approved by city council. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Contracts for city improvements. 
 
No contract shall be awarded for a city improvement except in accordance with applicable state 
statutes. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 Disbursement of funds. 
 
All checks, vouchers or warrants for the withdrawal of money from the city depository shall be 
signed by the city manager, or a person authorized by the city manager, and countersigned by the 
mayor. In the absence of the mayor, checks may be countersigned by the mayor pro tem. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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§5 Borrowing in anticipation of property taxes. 
 
In any budget year, in anticipation of the collection of the property tax for such year, whether 
levied or to be levied in such year, the council may by resolution authorize the borrowing of 
money by the issuance of negotiable notes of the city, each of which shall be designated “tax 
anticipation note for the year 20__,” (stating the budget year). Such notes shall mature and be 
payable not later than the end of the fiscal year in which the original notes shall have been issued. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE VII. INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM AND RECALL 
 
§1 Power of initiative. 
 
The electors shall have the power to propose any ordinance except an ordinance appropriating 
money or authorizing the levy of taxes, and to adopt or reject the same at the polls, such power 
being known as the initiative. Any initiative ordinance may be submitted to the council by a 
petition signed by a majority of the then qualified electors of the city. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
 
§2 Power of referendum. 
 
The electors shall have the power to approve or reject at the polls any ordinance passed by the 
council or submitted by the council to a vote of the electors, except as provided in Article IV, 
Section 2 such power being known as the referendum. Ordinances submitted to the council by 
initiative petition and passed by the council without change shall be subject to the referendum in 
the same manner as the other ordinances. Within twenty (20) days after the enactment by the 
council of any ordinance which is subject to a referendum, a petition signed by a majority of the 
then qualified electors of the city requesting that any such ordinance be either repealed or 
approved shall be submitted to a vote of the electors. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§3 Form of petitions; committee or petitioners. 
 
Initiative petition papers shall contain the full text of the proposed ordinance. The signatures to 
initiative or referendum petitions need not all be appended to one paper. Each signer of any 
petition paper shall sign their name in ink or indelible pencil and shall indicate after their name 
their place of residence by street and number, or other description sufficient to identify the place. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 Filing, examination and certification of petitions. 
 
All petition papers comprising an initiative or referendum petition shall be filed with the city 
secretary. Within twenty (20) days after a petition is filed, the city secretary shall determine 
whether the petition is signed by a sufficient number of qualified electors, and certify the result 
thereof to the city council at its next regular meeting. Upon such certification, the ordinance 
specified in a referendum petition shall not go into effect unless approved by the electors as 
hereinafter provided. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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§5 Consideration by council. 
 
When the council receives a certified initiative or referendum petition, it shall proceed at once to 
consider such petition and take final action thereon not later than sixty (60) days thereafter. If the 
council fails to pass the ordinance proposed by the initiative petition, or if the council fails to 
repeal the ordinance specified in the referendum petition, then a proposed or a referred ordinance 
shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the city at the next uniform election date. 
Ordinances submitted to a vote in accordance with the initiative and referendum provisions of this 
Charter shall contain the following propositions: “For the ordinance”; and “Against the 
ordinance.” Said proposition shall be adopted by a majority vote of the electors voting thereon. 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§6 Recall procedure. 
 
(1) The mayor or any member of the city council may be removed from office by recall. Any 
elector of the city shall make and file with the city secretary an affidavit containing the name or 
names of the officer or officers whose removal is sought and a statement of the grounds for 
removal. The city secretary shall thereupon deliver an adequate number of blank copies of the 
recall petition for use in demanding such removal. The recall petition must be returned and filed 
with the city secretary within thirty (30) days after the filing of the aforementioned affidavit, and 
it must be signed by a majority of the then qualified voters of the city. 
 
(2) No recall petition shall be filed against the mayor or any city councilperson within six 
months after the officer takes office or more often than once every six months thereafter. 
 
(3) Should the city council fail or refuse to order any election provided in this article, then it 
shall be the duty of any district judge of Harris County, Texas, upon proper application being 
made, to order such elections and to enforce the carrying into effect of the provisions of this 
article. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§7 Recall election. 
 
The city secretary shall at once examine the recall petition and if it is found to be sufficient and in 
compliance with provisions of this Charter, the city secretary shall within five days submit it to 
the city council with a certificate to that effect and notify the officer or officers sought to be 
recalled of such action. If each officer whose removal is sought does not resign within five days 
after such notice, the city council shall thereupon order and fix a date for holding a recall election 
to be held not less than twenty (20) nor more than thirty (30) days after the petition was presented 
to the city council. The ballots used at such recall elections shall contain the following questions: 
 
“Shall (name of person) be removed from office (name of office) by recall?” 
 
Immediately following such question there shall be printed the following propositions: 
 
“For the recall of (name of person)”; and 
 
“Against the recall of (name of person).” 
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If a majority of the votes cast at such recall election are against the recall of the officer, the officer 
shall continue in office. If a majority of the votes at such election are for the recall of the officer, 
the officer shall be deemed removed from office and the vacancy filled by the city council as in 
other vacancies. 
 
(Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§1 Publicity of records. 
 
All records and accounts of every office, department or agency of the city shall be open to 
inspection by any citizen, at all reasonable times and under reasonable regulations established by 
the council in accordance with the Texas Public Information Act, Texas Government Code 
Chapter 551. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§2 Oath of office. 
 
All officers of the city, whether elected or appointed, shall qualify by taking the oath described by 
the constitution of this state and by executing such bond as may be required under the provisions 
of this Charter and the ordinances and resolutions of the city council. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
 
§3 Retirement or pensions for employees. 
 
The city shall have the right to grant its employees benefits of the Texas Municipal Retirement 
System, or any other pension or retirement system available to cities. The council shall also have 
the authority to provide rules and regulations for maintaining employees when injured and 
disabled while performing their duties, or it may provide for such plan of insurance as it deems 
proper. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§4 Personal interest. 
 
No officer or employee of the city shall participate in a vote or decision on any matter involving a 
business entity or real property in which the official or employee has a substantial interest as 
provided by state law. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5 Public library. 
 
The council shall have the authority to establish and maintain a free public library within the city 
and to cooperate with any other governmental authority or any person, firm or corporation under 
such terms as the council may describe for the establishment and maintenance of such free public 
library. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§6 Rearrangement and renumbering. 
 
The city council shall have the power, by ordinance, to renumber and rearrange all articles, 
sections, subsections, paragraphs, and subparagraphs of the Charter or any amendments thereto, 
as it shall deem appropriate. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
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§7 Provisions relating to assignment, execution, and garnishment. 
 
None of the city’s property shall be liable to be sold or appropriated under any writ of execution 
or cost bill. The funds belonging to the city in the hands of any person, firm or corporation, shall 
not be liable to garnishment, attachment or sequestration; nor shall the city be liable to 
garnishment on account of any debt it may owe or funds or property it may have on hand owing 
to any person. Neither the city nor any of its officers or agents shall be required to answer such 
writs of garnishment on any account whatsoever, and the city shall not be obligated to recognize 
any assignment of wages or funds by its employees, agents or contractors. (Ordinance 22-934 
adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§8 The city is not required to give security or execute bond. 
 
It shall not be necessary in any action or proceeding in which the City of Humble is a party, for 
any bond or security to be demanded or executed by or on behalf of said city in any of the courts 
of this state. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§9 Effect of Charter on existing law. 
 
All ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations now in force under the city government of the 
City of Humble shall remain in full force and effect until altered, amended or repealed by the 
council after this Charter takes effect; and all existing franchises and contracts are preserved in 
full force and effect, and all lawsuits, taxes, penalties, forfeitures and all other rights, claims and 
demands, which have accrued under the laws heretofore enforced governing the City of Humble, 
shall continue in full force and effect and shall not in any way be diminished, affected or 
prejudiced by the adoption of this Charter. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§10 Construction and severability. 
 
This Charter shall be liberally construed to carry out its intent and purposes, and if any section or 
part of a section of this Charter shall be held to be invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, 
such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Charter nor the context in which such section 
or part of a section so held invalid may appear, except to the extent that an entire section or part 
of a section may be inseparably connected in meaning and effect with the section or part of a 
section to which such holding shall directly apply provided by law for framing and submitting a 
new Charter [sic]. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§11 Amending the Charter. 
 
Amendments to this Charter may be framed and submitted to the electors of the city by a Charter 
commission in the manner provided by law for framing and submitting a new Charter. 
Amendments may also be proposed and submitted by ordinance, passed by a majority vote of the 
full membership of the council or by a petition signed by not less than twenty-five (25) percent of 
the number of those who voted at the last regular municipal election, provided, however, that in 
the latter case the petition must bear the signatures of at least ten per centum of the qualified 
voters of the city. When a Charter amendment petition shall have been filed with the council in 
conformity with the provisions of this Charter as to petitions for initiated ordinances, the council 
shall forthwith provide by ordinance for submitting such proposed amendments to a vote of the 
electors. Any ordinance for submitting a Charter amendment to the electors shall provide that 
such amendment be submitted at the next regular municipal election if one shall occur not less 
than sixty (60) days nor more than one hundred twenty (120) days after the passage of the 
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ordinance; otherwise, it shall provide for the submission of the amendment at a special election to 
be called and held within the time aforesaid. Not less than thirty (30) days prior to such election, 
the city secretary shall mail a copy of the proposed amendment or amendments to each qualified 
voter in said city as appears from the latest rolls of the tax collector. If a proposed amendment be 
approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, it shall become a part of the Charter at the 
time fixed therein. Each amendment shall be confined to one subject; and when more than one 
amendment shall be submitted at the same time they shall be so submitted as to enable the 
electors to vote on each amendment separately. This Charter cannot be amended, altered or 
repealed more often than every two years. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§12 Charter review commission. 
 
At least every ten (10) years, the city council shall appoint a Charter review commission of 
citizens of the city to inquire into the operation of the city government under the Charter 
provisions and determine whether any such provisions require revision, and to report its findings 
and present its proposed amendments, if any, to the city council. (Ordinance 22-934 adopted 
5/26/22) 
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ARTICLE 1.01 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
 
§1.01.001 Adoption. 
 
There is hereby adopted the Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, Texas, as compiled, 
edited and published by Franklin Legal Publishing, Inc. (Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§1.01.002 Designation and citation of code. 
 
The ordinances embraced in this chapter and the following chapters, articles and sections shall 
constitute and be designated the “Code of Ordinances, City of Humble, Texas,” and may be so 
cited. (1973 Code, sec. 1-1; 1991 Code, sec. 1-1; 2007 Code, sec. 1-1; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§1.01.003 Catchlines of articles, divisions and sections; references and history notes. 
 
(a) The catchlines of the several articles, divisions and sections of this code are intended as 
mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the article, division or section and shall not be 
deemed or taken to be titles of such articles, divisions and sections, nor as any part of the articles, 
divisions and sections, nor, unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of 
such articles, divisions and sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted. 
 
(b) The charter references, cross references and state law references are only annotations and 
not part of the adopted code. The history notes in parentheses at the end of each section are for 
historical and tracing purposes only and not part of the adopted code. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 1-2; 1991 Code, sec. 1-2; 2007 Code, sec. 1-2; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§1.01.004 Definitions and rules of construction. 
 
In the construction of this code and of all ordinances and resolutions passed by the city council, 
the following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the 
manifest intent of the city council: 
 
Generally. Words shall be construed in their common and usual significance unless the contrary 
is clearly indicated. 
 
City and town. Each means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
City manager, city secretary, chief of police or other city officers. The term “city manager,” “city 
secretary,” “chief of police” or other city officer or department shall be construed to mean the city 
manager, city secretary, chief of police or such other municipal officer or department, 
respectively, of the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
Code. The term “code” shall mean the Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, Texas, as 
designated in section 1.01.002. 
 
Computation of time. Whenever a notice is required to be given or an act to be done a certain 
length of time before any proceeding shall be had, the first day is excluded and the last day is 
included. If the last day of any period is a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, the period is 
extended to include the next day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. 
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Council. Whenever the term “council” or “city council” or “the council” is used, it shall mean the 
city council of the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
County. The term “county” or “this county” shall mean the County of Harris, Texas. 
 
Delegation of authority. Whenever a provision of this Code of Ordinances requires or authorizes 
an officer or employee of the city to do some act or perform some duty, it shall be construed to 
authorize such officer or employee to designate, delegate and authorize subordinates to perform 
the act or duty unless the terms of the provision specifically designate otherwise. 
 
Easement. The word “easement” shall mean a right, liberty, privilege or advantage without profit 
which the owner of one parcel of land may have in the lands of another. A right in the owner of 
one parcel of land, by reason of such ownership, to use the land of another for a special purpose 
not inconsistent with a general property right in the owner. 
 
Gender. A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and 
to firms, partnerships, associations and corporations, as well as to males. 
 
Health department. The term “health department” shall mean the county health department. 
 
Highway. See “Street.” 
 
Joint authority. Words purporting to give authority to three (3) or more officers or other persons 
shall be construed as giving such authority to a majority of such officers or other persons, unless 
it is otherwise declared. 
 
May. The word “may” is permissive. 
 
Month. The word “month” shall mean a calendar month. 
 
Must and shall. Each is mandatory. 
 
Number. Any word importing the singular number shall include the plural, and any word 
importing the plural number shall include the singular. 
 
Oath. The word “oath” shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, 
an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words “swear” and “sworn” 
shall be equivalent to the words “affirm” and “affirmed.” 
 
Official time standard. Whenever certain hours are named in this code, they shall mean standard 
time or daylight saving time, as may be in current use in the city. 
 
Or, and. The word “or” may be read “and,” and the word “and” may be read “or,” as the sense 
requires it. 
 
Owner. The word “owner,” applied to a building or land, shall include any part owner, joint 
owner, tenant in common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety of the whole 
or of a part of such building or land. 
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Person. The word “person” shall extend and be applied to associations, corporations, firms, 
partnerships, organizations, business trusts, estates, trusts, and bodies politic and corporate, as 
well as to individuals. 
 
Preceding, following. The terms “preceding” and “following” mean next before and next after, 
respectively. 
 
Property. The word “property” shall mean and include real and personal property. 
 
Real property. The term “real property” shall mean and include lands, tenements and 
hereditaments. 
 
Sidewalk. The word “sidewalk” shall mean that portion of a street between the curbline and the 
adjacent property line intended for the use of pedestrians. 
 
Signature or subscription. A signature or subscription shall include a mark when a person cannot 
write. 
 
State. The term “the state” or “this state” shall be construed to mean the State of Texas. 
 
Street. The word “street” shall have its commonly accepted meaning and shall include highways, 
sidewalks, alleys, avenues, recessed parking areas and other public rights-of-way, including the 
entire right-of-way. 
 
Tense. Words used in the past or present tense include the future, as well as the past and present. 
 
V.T.C.S., V.T.P.C., V.T.C.C.P., V.T.C.A. Such abbreviations refer to the divisions of Vernon’s 
Texas Statutes Annotated. 
 
Written or in writing. The term “written” or “in writing” shall be construed to include any 
representation of words, letters, or figures, whether by printing or otherwise. 
 
Year. The word “year” shall mean a calendar year. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 1-3; 1991 Code, sec. 1-3; 2007 Code, sec. 1-3; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§1.01.005 Severability of parts of code. 
 
It is hereby declared to be the intention of the city council that the sections, paragraphs, 
sentences, clauses and phrases of this code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, 
paragraph or section of this code shall be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or 
decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the 
remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this code, since the same would 
have been enacted by the city council without the incorporation in the code of any such 
unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section. (1973 Code, sec. 1-14; 1991 
Code, sec. 1-13; 2007 Code, sec. 1-13; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
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§1.01.006 Repeal of ordinances. 
 
(a) The repeal of an ordinance or any portion thereof shall not repeal the repealing clause of an 
ordinance or revive any ordinance which has been previously repealed. 
 
(b) The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the 
repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal, for an 
offense committed or cause of action arising under the ordinance repealed. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 1-13; 1991 Code, sec. 1-12; 2007 Code, sec. 1-12; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§1.01.007 Amendments or additions to code. 
 
(a) Generally. All ordinances of a general and permanent nature, and amendments to such 
ordinances, hereafter enacted or presented to the city council for enactment, shall be drafted, so 
far as possible, as specific amendments of, or additions to, the Code of Ordinances. Amendments 
to this code shall be made by reference to the chapter and section of the code which is to be 
amended, and additions shall bear an appropriate designation of chapter, article and section; 
provided, however, the failure to do so shall in no way affect the validity or enforceability of such 
ordinances. 
 
(b) Effect. Any and all additions and amendments to this code, when passed in such form as to 
indicate the intention of the city council to make the same a part hereof, shall be deemed to be 
incorporated in this code so that reference to the “Code of Ordinances of the City of Humble, 
Texas” shall be understood and intended to include such additions and amendments. 
 
(c) Manner. All ordinances passed subsequent to the adoption of this code which amend, repeal 
or in any way affect this code may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of this 
code and printed for inclusion herein, or in the case of repealed chapters, sections and subsections 
or any part thereof, by subsequent ordinances, such repealed portions may be excluded from the 
code by omission from reprinted pages affected thereby, and the subsequent ordinances as 
numbered and printed or omitted, in the case of repeal, shall be prima facie evidence of such 
subsequent ordinances until such time that this code and subsequent ordinances numbered or 
omitted are readopted as a new code of ordinances by the city council. 
 
(d) Subject to general penalty. In case of the amendment by the city council of any section of 
this code for which a penalty is not provided, the general penalty as provided in section 1.01.009 
shall apply to the section as amended; or, in case such amendment contains provisions for which 
a penalty other than the aforementioned general penalty is provided in another section in the same 
chapter, the penalty so provided in such other section shall be held to relate to the section so 
amended, unless such penalty is specifically repealed therein. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 1-4–1-9; 1991 Code, secs. 1-4–1-9; 2007 Code, secs. 1-4–1-9; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§1.01.008 Supplementation of code. 
 
(a) By contract or by city personnel, supplements to this code shall be prepared and printed 
whenever authorized or directed by the city council. A supplement to the code shall include all 
substantive permanent and general parts of ordinances passed by the city council or adopted by 
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initiative and referendum during the period covered by the supplement and all changes made 
thereby in the code. The pages of a supplement shall be so numbered that they will fit properly 
into the code and will, where necessary, replace pages that have become obsolete or partially 
obsolete, and the new pages shall be so prepared that, when they have been inserted, the code will 
be current through the date of the adoption of the latest ordinance included in the supplement. 
 
(b) In preparing a supplement to this code, all portions of the code which have been repealed 
shall be excluded from the code by omission thereof from reprinted pages. 
 
(c) When preparing a supplement to this code, the codifier (meaning the person, agency or 
organization authorized to prepare the supplement) may make formal, nonsubstantive changes in 
ordinances and parts of ordinances included in the supplement, insofar as it is necessary to do so 
to embody them into a unified code. For example, the codifier may: 
 

(1) Organize the ordinance material into appropriate subdivisions; 
 

(2) Provide appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for articles, sections and other 
subdivisions of the code printed in the supplement and make changes in such 
catchlines, headings and titles; 

 
(3) Assign appropriate numbers to articles, sections and other subdivisions to be inserted 

in the code and, where necessary to accommodate new material, change existing 
article or section or other subdivision numbers; 

 
(4) Change the words “this ordinance” or words of the same meaning to “this chapter,” 

“this article,” “this section,” “this subsection,” etc., as the case may be; and 
 

(5) Make other nonsubstantive changes necessary to preserve the original meaning of 
ordinance material inserted into the code, but in no case shall the codifier make any 
change in the meaning or effect of ordinance material included in the supplement or 
already embodied in the code. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 1-10; 1991 Code, sec. 1-10; 2007 Code, sec. 1-10; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§1.01.009 General penalty for violations of code; continuing violations. 
 
(a) Whenever in this code or in any ordinance of the city an act is prohibited or is made or 
declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor or whenever in this code or such 
ordinance the doing of any act is required or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful, 
and no specific penalty is provided therefor, the violation of any such provision of this code or 
any such ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00). 
 
(b) A fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance or police regulation that governs fire 
safety, zoning or public health and sanitation, other than the dumping of refuse, may not exceed 
two thousand dollars ($2,000.00). 
 
(c) A fine or penalty for the violation of a rule, ordinance, or police regulation that governs the 
dumping of refuse may not exceed four thousand dollars ($4,000.00). 
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(d) A person convicted of an offense under title 7, subtitle C, Transportation Code (the 
Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways) for which another penalty is not provided shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $1.00 or more than $200.00 plus such other penalties and costs 
as may be provided by such subtitle C. 
 
(e) Unless otherwise specifically stated in this code, any violation of this code or of any 
ordinance that is punishable by a fine that does not exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00) does 
not require a culpable mental state, and a culpable mental state is hereby not required to prove 
any such offense. 
 
(f) No penalty shall be greater or less than the penalty provided for the same or a similar 
offense under the laws of the state. 
 
(g) Unless otherwise stated in this code or in any ordinance, each day any violation of this code 
or of any ordinance shall continue shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(h) In the event that any such violation is designated as a nuisance under the provisions of this 
code, such nuisance may be summarily abated by the city. In addition to the penalty prescribed 
above, the city may pursue other remedies such as abatement of nuisances, injunctive relief and 
revocation of licenses or permits. 
 
(i) In the event authorizing state law is amended, modified, superseded or otherwise changed 
to alter the allowable punishment range, then the city’s range of punishment shall likewise be 
amended, modified, superseded or otherwise changed. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 1-12; 1991 Code, sec. 1-11; Ordinance 06-615, sec. 2, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 
Code, sec. 1-11; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§1.01.010 Certain ordinances not affected by code. 
 
Nothing in this code or the ordinance adopting this code shall be construed to repeal or otherwise 
affect the validity of any of the following: 
 

(1) Any offense or act committed or done or any penalty or forfeiture incurred or any 
contract or right established or accruing before the effective date of such code; 

 
(2) Any ordinance promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the city, or 

authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the city or any evidence of the city’s 
indebtedness; 

 
(3) Any contract or obligation assumed by the city; 

 
(4) Any right or franchise granted by the city; 

 
(5) Any ordinance dedicating, naming, establishing, locating, relocating, opening, 

paving, widening, vacating, etc., any street or public way in the city; 
 

(6) Any ordinance relating to municipal street maintenance agreements with the state; 
 

(7) Any ordinance establishing or prescribing grades for streets in the city; 
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(8) Any appropriation ordinance or ordinance consistent with this code providing for the 
levy of taxes or for an annual budget; 

 
(9) Any ordinance relating to local improvements and assessments therefor; 

 
(10) Any ordinance annexing territory to the city or discontinuing territory as a part of the 

city; 
 

(11) Any ordinance dedicating or accepting any plat or subdivision in the city; 
 

(12) Ordinances or resolutions prescribing traffic regulations for specific streets, such as 
ordinances or resolutions designating one-way streets, no parking areas, truck routes, 
stop intersections, intersections where traffic is to be controlled by signals, etc.; 

 
(13) Any ordinance establishing or imposing any rates, charges or fees for utility services 

or connections; 
 

(14) Ordinances relating to personnel or the amounts of retirement annuities and service 
credits; 

 
(15) Ordinance Number 193, enacted October 14, 1971, establishing setback lines for 

Isaacks Road; 
 

(16) Any special ordinance or temporary ordinance; 
 
and all such ordinances are hereby recognized as continuing in full force and effect to the same 
extent as if set out at length herein. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 1-14; Ordinance 209, sec. 3, adopted 4/12/73; 2007 Code, sec. 1-14) 
 
 

ARTICLE 1.02 EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§1.02.001 National Incident Management System adopted. 
 
The city adopts the National Incident Management System dated March 1, 2004. (1991 Code, sec. 
10-2; Ordinance 06-610 adopted 10/13/05; 2007 Code, sec. 14-2) 
 
§§1.02.002–1.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Emergency Management Program 
 
§1.02.031 Organization. 
 
There exists the office of emergency management director of the city, which shall be held by the 
mayor in accordance with state law. 
 

(1) An emergency management coordinator may be appointed by and serve at the 
pleasure of the director; 
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(2) The director shall be responsible for a program of comprehensive emergency 

management within the city and for carrying out the duties and responsibilities set 
forth in this division. He/she may delegate authority for execution[; however, 
responsibility] shall remain with the director. 

 
(3) The operational emergency management organization of the city shall consist of the 

officers and employees of the city so designated by the director in the emergency 
management plan, as well as organized volunteer groups. The functions and duties of 
this organization shall be distributed among such officers and employees in 
accordance with the terms of the emergency management plan. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 10-1; Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; 
Ordinance 19-841 adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(a)) 
 
§1.02.032 Powers and duties of emergency management director. 
 
The duties and responsibilities of the emergency management director shall include the 
following: 
 

(1) Surveying actual or potential hazards that threaten life and property within the city 
and identifying and requiring or recommending the implementation of measures that 
would tend to prevent the occurrence or reduce the impact of such hazards if a 
disaster did occur. 

 
(2) Supervision of the development and approval of an emergency management plan for 

the city, and shall recommend for adoption by the city council all mutual aid 
arrangements deemed necessary for the implementation of such plan. 

 
(3) Authority to declare a local state of disaster. The declaration may not be continued or 

renewed for a period in excess of seven days except by or with the consent of the city 
council. Any order or proclamation declaring, continuing, or terminating a local state 
of disaster shall be given prompt and general publicity and shall be filed promptly 
with the city secretary. 

 
(4) Issuance of necessary proclamations, regulations, or directives that are necessary for 

carrying out the purposes of this division. Such proclamations, regulations, or 
directives shall be disseminated promptly by means calculated to bring the contents 
to the attention of the general public and, unless circumstances attendant on the 
disaster prevent or impede, promptly filed with the city secretary. 

 
(5) Direction and control of the operations of the emergency management organization 

as well as the training of emergency management personnel. 
 

(6) Determination of all questions of authority and responsibility that may arise within 
the emergency management organization of the city. 

 
(7) Maintenance of liaison with other municipal, county, district, state, regional or 

federal emergency management organizations. 
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(8) Marshaling of all necessary personnel, equipment, or supplies from any department 
of the city to aid in the carrying out of the provisions of the emergency management 
plan. 

 
(9) Supervision of the drafting and execution of mutual aid agreements, in cooperation 

with the representatives of the state and of other local political subdivisions of the 
state, and the drafting and execution, if deemed desirable, of an agreement with the 
county in which the city is located and with other municipalities within the county, 
for the county-wide coordination of emergency management efforts. 

 
(10) Supervision of, and final authorization for, the procurement of all necessary supplies 

and equipment, including acceptance of private contributions, which may be offered 
for the purpose of improving emergency management within the city. 

 
(11) Authorizing of agreements, after approval by the city attorney, for use of private 

property for public shelter and other purposes. 
 

(12) Surveying the availability of existing personnel, equipment, supplies, and services 
which could be used during a disaster, as provided for herein. 

 
(13) Other requirements as specified in the Texas Disaster Act (V.T.C.A., Government 

Code chapter 418). 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 10-1; Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; 
Ordinance 19-841 adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(b)) 
 
§1.02.033 Emergency management plan. 
 
A comprehensive emergency management plan shall be developed and maintained in a current 
state. The plan shall set forth the form of the organization; establish and designate divisions and 
functions; assign responsibilities, tasks, duties, and powers; and designate officers and employees 
to carry out the provisions of this division. As provided by state law, the plan shall follow the 
standards and criteria established by the state division of emergency management. Insofar as 
possible, the form of organization, titles, and terminology shall conform to the recommendations 
of the state division of emergency management. When approved, it shall be the duty of all 
departments and agencies to perform the functions assigned by the plan and to maintain their 
portion of the plan in a current state of readiness at all times. The emergency management plan 
shall be considered supplementary to this division and have the effect of law during the time of a 
disaster. (1991 Code, sec. 10-1; Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 
11/12/09; Ordinance 19-841 adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(c)) 
 
§1.02.034 Interjurisdictional program. 
 
The mayor is hereby authorized to join with the county judge and the mayors of the other cities in 
the county in the formation of an interjurisdictional emergency management program for the 
county, and shall have the authority to cooperate in the preparation of an interjurisdictional 
emergency management plan and in the appointment of a joint emergency management 
coordinator, as well as all powers necessary to participate in a county-wide program of 
emergency management insofar as said program may affect the city. (1991 Code, sec. 10-1; 
Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; Ordinance 19-841 
adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(d)) 
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§1.02.035 Override. 
 
At all times when the orders, rules, and regulations made and promulgated pursuant to this 
division shall be in effect, they shall supersede and override all existing ordinances, orders, rules, 
and regulations insofar as the latter may be inconsistent therewith. (1991 Code, sec. 10-1; 
Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; Ordinance 19-841 
adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(e)) 
 
§1.02.036 Liability. 
 
This division is an exercise by the city of its governmental functions for the protection of the 
public peace, health, and safety and the city, the agents and representatives of the city, any 
individual, receiver, firm, partnership, corporation, association, or trustee, and any of the agents 
thereof, in good faith carrying out, complying with or attempting to comply with any order, rule, 
or regulation promulgated pursuant to the provisions of this division, shall, to the extent permitted 
by state and federal law as amended, be protected from liability for any damage sustained to 
persons as the result of said activity. (1991 Code, sec. 10-1; Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; 
Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; Ordinance 19-841 adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-
1(f)) 
 
§1.02.037 Commitment of funds. 
 
No person shall have the right to expend any public funds of the city in carrying out any 
emergency management activity authorized by this division without prior approval by the city 
council, nor shall any person have any right to bind the city by contract, agreement, or otherwise 
without prior and specific approval of the city council unless during a declared disaster. During a 
declared disaster, the mayor may expend and/or commit public funds of the city when deemed 
prudent and necessary for the protection of health, life, or property. (1991 Code, sec. 10-1; 
Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; Ordinance 19-841 
adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(g)) 
 
§1.02.038 Offenses; penalty. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person willfully to obstruct, hinder, or delay any member of the 
emergency management organization in the enforcement of any rule or regulation issued pursuant 
to this division. 
 
(b) It shall likewise be unlawful for any person to wear, carry, or display any emblem, insignia, 
or any other means of identification as a member of the emergency management organization of 
the city, unless authority to do so has been granted to such person by the proper officials. 
 
(c) Convictions for violations of the provisions of this division shall be punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $1,000.00, or such maximum amount as is set by V.T.C.A., Government Code 
section 418.173(b), as amended. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 10-1; Ordinance 04-591 adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 10-679 adopted 11/12/09; 
Ordinance 19-841 adopted 4/11/19; 2007 Code, sec. 14-1(h)) 
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ARTICLE 2.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§2.01.001 Prevailing wage schedule for contracted work. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council a prevailing wage schedule for contracted work 
performed on municipally owned facilities at thresholds above $25,000.00 for construction and 
above $15,000.00 for maintenance, alteration, repair and demolition work, attached to the 
ordinance from which this section is derived as exhibit A and made a part hereof, including 
appendices thereto, save and except such portions as are herein deleted, modified or amended, 
and to the same extent are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, 
and the provisions thereof shall be controlling, and the same is hereby adopted. (Ordinance 14-
735, sec. 1, adopted 6/3/14; 2007 Code, sec. 2-271) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.02 BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§2.02.001–2.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Board of Adjustment and Appeals 
 
§2.02.031 Established; appointment. 
 
There is hereby established a board to be called the board of adjustment and appeals, which shall 
consist of five members. The board shall be appointed by the city council. (1991 Code, sec. 2-
151; Ordinance 92-454, sec. 1, adopted 3/25/92; Ordinance 93-469, sec. 1, adopted 8/12/93; 2007 
Code, sec. 2-174) 
 
§2.02.032 Membership; terms; quorum; secretary; powers. 
 
(a) Membership. The board of adjustment and appeals shall consist of five members. A board 
member shall not act in a case in which the member has a personal or financial interest. 
 
(b) Terms; vacancies; absence from meetings. The terms of office of the board members shall 
be staggered so no more than one of the members is appointed or replaced in any 12-month 
period. Vacancies shall be filled for an unexpired term in the manner in which original 
appointments are required to be made. Continued absence of any member from required meetings 
of the board shall, at the discretion of the city council, render any such member subject to 
immediate removal from office. 
 
(c) Quorum and voting. A simple majority of the board shall constitute a quorum. In 
recommending a variance of any provision of the city technical codes and/or city ordinances or in 
recommending a modification of any decision of the same, a majority vote is required. 
 
(d) Secretary. The city secretary or designee shall act as secretary of the board and shall make a 
detailed record of all of its proceedings, which shall set forth the reasons for its decision, the vote 
of each member, the absence of a member and any failure of a member to vote. 
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(e) Powers. The board of adjustment and appeals shall have the power to hear appeals of 
decisions and interpretations relating to the city technical codes and/or city ordinances and to 
consider variances of the same. The board shall recommend appropriate action to the city council. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-152; Ordinance 92-454, sec. 2, adopted 3/25/92; Ordinance 93-469, sec. 2, 
adopted 8/12/93; 2007 Code, sec. 2-175) 
 
§2.02.033 Appeals and variances. 
 
(a) Right of appeal. The owner of a building, structure, service system, vacant lot or 
undeveloped property, or his duly authorized agent, may appeal a decision relating to the city 
technical codes or city ordinances to the board of adjustment and appeals. 
 
(b) Variances authorized. The board of adjustment and appeals, when so appealed to and after 
a hearing, may recommend to the city council that the city vary the application of any of the 
provisions of the city technical codes and/or city ordinances when, in its opinion, the enforcement 
thereof would do manifest injustice and would be contrary to the spirit and purpose of this code 
or the technical codes and/or city ordinances or public interest. 
 
(c) Conditions of variance. In recommending the granting of a variance to the city council, the 
board may prescribe a reasonable time limit within which the action for which the variance is 
requested shall be commenced or completed or both. In addition, the board may recommend 
appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity with the city technical codes and/or city 
ordinances. Violations of the conditions of a variance shall be deemed a violation of the same. 
 
(d) Notice of appeal. Notice of appeal of the city technical codes and/or city ordinances shall 
be in writing and filed with the city manager or designee. 
 
(e) Unsafe, unsanitary or dangerous conditions. In case of an unsafe, unsanitary or dangerous 
building, structure, service system, vacant lot or undeveloped property, the city manager may 
limit the time for such appeals to be a shorter period. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-153; Ordinance 92-454, sec. 3, adopted 3/25/92; 2007 Code, sec. 2-176; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§2.02.034 Procedures. 
 
(a) Rules and regulations. The board shall establish rules and regulations for its own procedure 
not inconsistent with the provisions of the city technical codes and/or city ordinances. The board 
shall meet within 30 calendar days after notice of appeal has been received. Board meetings shall 
comply with the provisions of V.T.C.A., Government Code chapter 551, the Texas Open 
Meetings Act. 
 
(b) Decisions. The board of adjustment and appeals shall, in every case, reach a decision 
without unreasonable or unnecessary delay. Each decision of the board shall also include the 
reasons for the decision. The board shall immediately notify the city council of the decision and 
recommend appropriate action. If the recommendation of the board and the decision of the city 
council reverse or modify a decision relating to the city technical codes and/or city ordinances or 
vary the application of any provision of the same, immediate action shall be taken in accordance 
with such decision. Every decision shall be promptly filed in writing in the office of the city 
manager or designee and shall be open to public inspection. A certified copy of the decision shall 
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be sent certified mail to the appellant. The decision of the city council shall be final, subject, 
however, to such remedy as any aggrieved party might have at law or in equity. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-154; Ordinance 92-454, sec. 4, adopted 3/25/92; 2007 Code, sec. 2-177; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.03 OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§2.03.001–2.03.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. City Manager 
 
§2.03.031 Office created. 
 
There is hereby created in and for the city the office of city manager. (1973 Code, sec. 2-16; 1991 
Code, sec. 2-26; 2007 Code, sec. 2-57) 
 
§2.03.032 Appointment. 
 
The city council shall appoint a city manager for the city who shall be the administrative head of 
the municipal government under the direction and supervision of the city council. (1973 Code, 
sec. 2-17; 1991 Code, sec. 2-27; 2007 Code, sec. 2-58) 
 
§2.03.033 Residency. 
 
The city manager may or may not be a resident of the city when appointed, but during the term of 
his office shall reside in the city. (1973 Code, sec. 2-18; 1991 Code, sec. 2-28; 2007 Code, sec. 2-
59) 
 
§2.03.034 Term of office. 
 
The city manager shall be appointed for an indefinite period and shall be subject to discharge at 
the will of the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 2-19; 1991 Code, sec. 2-29; 2007 Code, sec. 2-60) 
 
§2.03.035 Absence or disability. 
 
During the absence or disability of the city manager, the city council shall designate some 
properly qualified person to perform the duties and responsibilities of the office. (1973 Code, sec. 
2-20; 1991 Code, sec. 2-30; 2007 Code, sec. 2-61) 
 
§2.03.036 Powers and duties. 
 
The powers, duties and responsibilities of the city manager shall be: 
 

(1) To direct his attention to the affairs of the city and be responsible to the city council 
for the efficient administration of its affairs. 

 
(2) To direct the enforcement of all laws or ordinances. 
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(3) To appoint or remove all subordinate employees, and to appoint or remove all 

department heads with the advice of the city council. 
 

(4) To exercise supervision and control over all departments created by the city council. 
 

(5) To attend all meetings of the city council with the right to take part in the discussion, 
but having no vote, and be notified of all special meetings of the city council. 

 
(6) To see that all terms and conditions imposed in favor of the city or its inhabitants in 

any public utility franchise are faithfully kept and performed and upon knowledge of 
any violation thereof to call the same to the attention of the city council. 

 
(7) To prepare and submit to the mayor and city council, 60 days prior to the beginning 

of each fiscal year, an estimate of expenditures for the ensuing year showing, in as 
much detail as practicable, the estimated amounts required for the efficient operation 
of each department of the city government. 

 
(8) To recommend to the city council the salaries to be paid each employee of the city. 

 
(9) To submit a financial report to the city council promptly at the end of each month’s 

operation. 
 

(10) To recommend to the city council such measures as he may deem necessary or 
expedient for its consideration. 

 
(11) To do and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by ordinance and 

resolution of the city council. 
 

(12) To serve as treasurer of the city. The treasurer shall give bond in favor of the city in 
such amount and in such form as the city council may require with sufficient security 
to be approved by the city council, conditioned for the faithful discharge of duties. 
The treasurer shall receive and securely keep all money belonging to the city and 
make all payments from the same upon authorization of the mayor or city council. 
The treasurer shall render a full and correct statement of receipts and payments to the 
city council when so required. The treasurer or his designee, accompanied by the 
countersignature of the mayor or in the absence of the mayor, the countersignature of 
the mayor pro tem, shall sign all checks, vouchers or warrants for the withdrawal of 
money from the city depository. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 2-21; 1991 Code, sec. 2-31; Ordinance 92-455, adopted 5/13/92; 2007 Code, 
sec. 2-62; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§2.03.037 Compensation. 
 
The city manager shall receive such compensation as the city council shall fix from time to time 
by ordinance or resolution. (1973 Code, sec. 2-22; 1991 Code, sec. 2-32; 2007 Code, sec. 2-63) 
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ARTICLE 2.04 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§2.04.001 Social security. 
 
(a) Execution of agreements. The city council, acting for and on behalf of the city, shall enter 
into all necessary agreements with the employees retirement system of the state for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of the applicable state and federal laws relative to federal old-age and 
survivors insurance benefits for employees of this city. 
 
(b) Authority of mayor. The mayor is hereby appointed as agent of the city council and of the 
city to execute all necessary agreements and instruments required for the purposes of this section 
for and on behalf of the city council and the city. 
 
(c) Duties of city manager or designee. The city manager or designee is hereby directed to be 
the person responsible for making assessments, collections, payments and reports, as required by 
the employees retirement system of the state, in connection with the federal old-age and survivors 
insurance program. 
 
(d) Fund established. A sufficient sum of money shall be allocated and set aside from available 
funds for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this section. Such money so allocated and 
set aside shall be known as the city social security fund, which fund shall be set aside and 
maintained in the regular city depository. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 2-41–2-44; 1991 Code, secs. 2–76–2-79; 2007 Code, secs. 2-102–2-105; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§§2.04.002–2.04.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Texas Municipal Retirement System 
 
§2.04.031 Ordinances on file. 
 
The specific ordinances providing for participation in the Texas Municipal Retirement System, as 
adopted by the city, are not included in this chapter, but they are hereby specifically saved from 
repeal and shall be maintained on file in the offices of the city. (Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.05 MUNICIPAL COURT 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§2.05.001 Created. 
 
There is hereby created a municipal court in and for the city. (1973 Code, sec. 17-1; 1991 Code, 
sec. 18-1; 2007 Code, sec. 26-1) 
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§2.05.002 Jurisdiction. 
 
The municipal court shall have jurisdiction within the city with the power to hear and determine 
all cases of violation of this code, the ordinances of the city, and all other cases of which 
municipal courts are given jurisdiction by state law. (1973 Code, sec. 17-2; 1991 Code, sec. 18-2; 
2007 Code, sec. 26-2) 
 
§2.05.003 Rules of practice and procedure. 
 
The rules of practice and procedure as prescribed by state law governing trials in municipal and 
justice courts shall govern the procedure and practice of the municipal court. The city council 
may prescribe such additional rules of practice and procedure as may not be inconsistent with 
state law. (1973 Code, sec. 17-3; 1991 Code, sec. 18-3; 2007 Code, sec. 26-3) 
 
§2.05.004 Office of judge created; term; powers. 
 
(a) Generally. There is created an office of judge of the municipal court, who shall have all the 
power and authority as granted by and shall perform the duties as required by state law, the city 
charter and the city ordinances. The judge of the municipal court shall be a magistrate and shall 
have all of the powers and authority prescribed by state law, the charter and ordinances of the city 
as such. 
 
(b) Term; appointment. The municipal court shall have a two-year term beginning on the first 
day of September of each odd-numbered year and extending through August 31st of the next 
following odd-numbered year. The municipal court judge shall serve for the specific term, or the 
unexpired portion thereof, of the municipal court. The municipal court judge shall also serve after 
the expiration of their respective term of office until their successor is appointed and shall have 
qualified; provided, however, that any judge who is not reappointed or replaced by the November 
30th following the end of their term shall, absent action by the council, continue to serve for 
another term of office. The city manager shall appoint the municipal court judge and with the 
approval of the city council. 
 
(c) Temporary judges. In the event of the temporary failure, inability or refusal of the 
municipal court judge to act, a temporary judge may be appointed by the city manager with the 
approval of the city council. The temporary judge must have the same qualifications as the 
municipal court judge and will have the same powers and duties as that judge. The temporary 
judge shall serve in that capacity until the municipal court judge returns or the current term of the 
municipal court expires, whichever occurs first. 
 
(d) Oath. The municipal court judge, prior to taking office, shall take the requisite oath of 
office required by the constitution and state law. 
 
(e) Vacancy in office. In the event of a permanent vacancy in the office of the municipal court 
judge, the city manager shall appoint with approval of the city council an individual to fill said 
vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term of office only. 
 
(Ordinance 16-780, sec. 1, adopted 5/31/16; 2007 Code, sec. 26-4) 
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§2.05.005 Qualifications of judge. 
 
The judge of the municipal court shall have the qualifications provided by law for other city 
officials; he need not be a licensed attorney. (1973 Code, sec. 17-5; 1991 Code, sec. 18-5; 2007 
Code, sec. 26-5) 
 
§2.05.006 Appointment of clerks. 
 
There shall be appointed by the city manager a clerk and such deputy clerks of the municipal 
court as may be deemed necessary for the proper, efficient operation of such court. (1973 Code, 
sec. 17-7; 1991 Code, sec. 18-6; 2007 Code, sec. 26-6) 
 
§2.05.007 Powers and duties of clerks. 
 
The clerk, and deputy clerks, of the municipal court shall perform all the duties and have all the 
powers bestowed upon clerks of municipal courts by state law. Any clerk or deputy clerk so 
appointed may act as the official clerk of the municipal court and perform all acts incident to such 
office. (1973 Code, sec. 17-8; 1991 Code, sec. 18-7; 2007 Code, sec. 26-7) 
 
§§2.05.008–2.05.040 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Costs, Fees and Special Expenses 
 
§2.05.041 Security fee. 
 
Any defendant convicted of a misdemeanor in municipal court must pay a security fee in the 
amount set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code as a cost of court. The fee will be 
administered and used for the purposes authorized by Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. article 102.017. 
(1991 Code, sec. 18-8; Ordinance 04-590, sec. 1, adopted 4/22/04; 2007 Code, sec. 26-8) 
 
§2.05.042 Technology fund. 
 
(a) Established. 
 

(1) There is hereby created and established a municipal court technology fund, herein 
known as the fund, pursuant to Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. article 102.0172. 

 
(2) The fund may be maintained in an interest-bearing account and may be maintained in 

the general revenue account. 
 
(b) Fee. 
 

(1) The fee shall be in the amount set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this 
code. 

 
(2) The fee shall be assessed and collected from the defendant upon conviction for a 

misdemeanor offense in the municipal court as a cost of court. A defendant is 
considered convicted if: 

 
(A) Judgment, sentence or both are imposed on the person; 
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(B) The person is placed on deferred disposition; or 
 

(C) The court defers final disposition or imposition of the judgment or sentence. 
 

(3) The fee shall be collected on conviction for an offense committed on or after 
November 21, 2005. 

 
(4) The clerk of the court shall collect the fee and pay the fee to the finance director of 

the city, who shall deposit the fee into the municipal court technology fund. 
 
(c) Designated use of fund; administration. 
 

(1) The fund shall be used only for the purpose of financing the purchase of or to 
maintain technology enhancements for the municipal court of the city. Technology 
enhancements shall include any and all items described in Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. 
article 102.0172. 

 
(2) The fund shall be administered by or under the direction of the city council. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 18-8; Ordinance 06-614 adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 26-9; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.06 POLICE 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§2.06.001–2.06.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Police Department 
 
§2.06.031 Created; duties. 
 
There is hereby created a police department in and for the city which, together with its officers 
and employees, is charged with the duties of preserving the public peace; protecting the rights of 
persons and property; detecting and preventing crimes; arresting violators of the law; preserving 
the peace at all public meetings and public places; preventing and removing, whenever possible, 
all nuisances on or in the streets, highways, alleys, waters and all other places in the corporate 
limits of the city; regulating and controlling vehicular and pedestrian traffic on the streets and 
alleys; investigating traffic accidents and determining the cause of such accidents; enforcing the 
state Penal Code; enforcing the penal ordinances of the city; and performing and discharging all 
other duties as are herein or which may hereafter be imposed upon it or them or any of them by 
the laws of the state, this code, and the ordinances of the city or by the mayor or city council. 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-3; 1991 Code, sec. 23-1; 2007 Code, sec. 22-19) 
 
§2.06.032 Chief of police. 
 
The chief of police shall be the executive head of the police department and shall exercise all of 
the functions assigned thereto, and shall carry out the provisions of law and of ordinances with 
respect to such functions. The salary to be paid the chief of police shall be fixed by the city 
council. During the absence or disability of the chief of police, the city manager shall designate 
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some properly qualified person to perform the duties of such office. (1973 Code, sec. 24-4; 1991 
Code, sec. 23-2; 2007 Code, sec. 22-20) 
 
§2.06.033 Arrest without warrant. 
 
(a) A peace officer or any other person may, without a warrant, arrest an offender when the 
offense is committed in his presence or within his view, if the offense is one classed as a felony or 
as an offense against the public peace. 
 
(b) A peace officer may arrest an offender without a warrant for any offense committed in his 
presence or within his view. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1; 1991 Code, sec. 23-3; 2007 Code, sec. 22-21) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.07 RECORDS AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
§2.07.001 Policy and purpose. 
 
This article shall be known and be cited as the records and information management ordinance 
for the city. It is hereby declared to be the policy of the city to develop a records and information 
management program that provides for efficient, economical, and effective control over the 
creation, distribution, organization, maintenance, use and disposition of all city records through a 
comprehensive system of integrated procedures for the management of records from their 
creation to their ultimate disposition. (1991 Code, sec. 2-121; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 1, adopted 
6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-238) 
 
§2.07.002 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
City record means a “local government record” as set forth in V.T.C.A., Government Code 
section 441.151(8). 
 
Director and librarian means the executive and administrative officer of the state library and 
archives commission. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-122; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 2, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-239) 
 
§2.07.003 City records declared public property. 
 
All city records as defined in section 2.07.002 are hereby declared to be property of the city. No 
city officer or employee shall have, by virtue of his office or employment, any personal or 
property right to any such records even though he may have developed or compiled them. No 
person shall destroy, remove or use any city records except as authorized by law, this article or 
the policies and procedures of the city; provided, however, that no policy or procedure regarding 
use, removal or destruction of city records shall be adopted which conflicts with this article or 
applicable state or federal law; provided further that nothing contained herein shall be construed 
to authorize the disclosure of city records which are exempt from disclosure under state or federal 
law. (1991 Code, sec. 2-123; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 3, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-240) 
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§2.07.004 Records and information management responsibility established. 
 
There is hereby established a records and information management program. The city secretary 
shall administer the records and information management program and shall be responsible for 
city-wide files management. In addition, the city secretary shall have direction and control of the 
city’s records disposition program. (1991 Code, sec. 2-124; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 4, adopted 
6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-241) 
 
§2.07.005 Duties of city secretary. 
 
The city secretary shall perform those duties provided in Texas Local Government Code, chapter 
203. (1991 Code, sec. 2-125; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 5, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-242; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§2.07.006 Responsibilities of city department heads. 
 
All city department heads are responsible for the implementation and operation of effective files 
operations, records transfers and dispositions, and other activities in accordance with the 
provisions of this article within their areas of responsibility. They shall designate records 
coordinators within their offices and provide the city secretary the names of such designees and 
of all file stations and file custodians under their supervision. Persons designated as records 
coordinators shall report directly to the head of their department on matters relating to the records 
management program and should have appropriate access to all files in their department. (1991 
Code, sec. 2-126; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 6, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-243) 
 
§2.07.007 Responsibilities of records coordinators. 
 
Each records coordinator shall coordinate the records management program between the city 
secretary and personnel in the record coordinator’s office to ensure that the provisions of this 
article are followed. This responsibility shall include overseeing the application of records 
schedules within the office or department. (1991 Code, sec. 2-127; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 7, 
adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-244) 
 
§2.07.008 City offices to use records schedules. 
 
All city offices and departments shall adopt records retention and disposition schedules and 
destroy, transfer or otherwise dispose of records only according to such schedules. (1991 Code, 
sec. 2-128; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 8, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-245) 
 
§2.07.009 Development of records retention and disposition schedules. 
 
(a) Initial retention periods to be included in records schedules shall be established by the city 
secretary, city manager and department heads. These retention schedules shall be submitted for 
review to the city attorney, who shall notify the city secretary within 15 days of the approval or 
objection of any retention period. If no objection has been submitted within the 15 days, the 
records schedule shall be adopted and have full force as sufficient authorization for records 
destruction or other action. If objection is made, the city secretary shall amend the retention 
period to the satisfaction of the office or department concerned, the city manager and the city 
attorney. Revision of retention periods shall be submitted for review to the city attorney and the 
city manager in the same manner as the original retention periods. 
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(b) When a records retention and disposition schedule is adopted, it shall thenceforth constitute 
full authority to destroy, transfer, or take other actions, and such actions shall be taken by the city 
secretary or under his supervision. The city secretary shall notify the state librarian of the 
intended destruction, as may be required by law, but no further notice to the city council or other 
city office shall be required. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-129; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 9, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-246) 
 
§2.07.010 Destruction of records generally. 
 
No original city records shall be destroyed if such destruction is contrary to any state or federal 
law. Prior to the destruction of any original city record, the city secretary shall obtain the advice 
and consent of the city attorney. Any original city record, the subject matter of which is in 
litigation, may not be destroyed until such litigation is final. (1991 Code, sec. 2-130; Ordinance 
90-436, sec. 10, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-247) 
 
§2.07.011 One-time destruction of obsolete records. 
 
Prior to adoption of records schedules for an office, one-time destruction of accumulated obsolete 
records of that office may be made by or under the supervision of the city secretary. Prior to such 
destruction the city secretary shall submit lists of records to be destroyed to the department head, 
city attorney and city manager, who shall give notice within 30 days of any records they believe 
should not be destroyed, and such records shall be retained for a period agreed upon. The city 
secretary shall also submit notice as required by law to the state librarian. Obsolete records shall 
include those no longer created by the office or department and no longer needed for 
administrative, legal, fiscal or other research purposes. (1991 Code, sec. 2-131; Ordinance 90-
436, sec. 11, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-248) 
 
§2.07.012 Records center. 
 
A records center shall be maintained by the city which shall utilize one or more locations to store 
inactive records, to ensure the security of such records from deterioration, theft or damage during 
the period of storage, and to permit fast, efficient retrieval of information from stored records. 
(1991 Code, sec. 2-132; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 12, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-249) 
 
§2.07.013 Preservation of permanent records. 
 
The city secretary shall develop procedures to ensure the permanent preservation of historically 
valuable records of the city. If city-owned facilities are not available, the city secretary shall 
arrange for the transfer of such records to the state library for perpetual care and preservation in 
one of its nearby regional historical depositories, or shall make other arrangements for their 
permanent preservation not contrary to law or regulation. (1991 Code, sec. 2-133; Ordinance 90-
436, sec. 13, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-250) 
 
§2.07.014 Noncurrent records not to be maintained in office files. 
 
Records no longer required in the conduct of current business by any office of the city shall be 
promptly transferred to the records center or archives of the state library, or be destroyed at the 
time such action is designated on an approved records schedule. Such records shall not be 
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maintained in current office files or equipment. (1991 Code, sec. 2-134; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 
14, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-251) 
 
§2.07.015 Destruction of records to be approved by city council. 
 
No records shall be destroyed until reviewed, considered and approved by the city council. (1991 
Code, sec. 2-135; Ordinance 90-436, sec. 15, adopted 6/14/90; 2007 Code, sec. 2-252) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.08 TAXATION 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§2.08.001 Tax lien created. 
 
A lien is hereby created on all property in favor of the city for all taxes, ad valorem, occupation or 
otherwise. Such lien shall exist from January 1 in each year until all the taxes are paid. Except as 
otherwise provided by law, such lien shall be prior to all other claims and liens then existing or 
thereafter arising and no gift, sale, assignment or transfer of any kind or judicial writ of any kind 
shall ever defeat such lien. The lien for taxes created in this section shall attach to all property of 
the taxpayer owned on January 1 or subsequently acquired, whether assessed or not. (1973 Code, 
sec. 28-2; 1991 Code, sec. 29-1; 2007 Code, sec. 40-1) 
 
§2.08.002 Occupation tax. 
 
(a) Levied. In those cases which are permitted by state law, there is hereby levied, and there 
shall be collected from every person pursuing any occupation now or hereafter taxed by the 
general laws of the state, an annual occupation tax equal in each instance to one-half the state 
occupation tax, which tax shall be paid annually in advance except where otherwise provided by 
state law, in which event the same may be paid as provided by state law. 
 
(b) Violations; penalty. Whoever shall pursue or follow any occupation, calling or profession 
to do any act taxed by law, or exhibit any machine or instrument, for which a tax is required to be 
paid by the provisions of this article or state law, without displaying the tax receipt issued to him 
in the manner provided by state law shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, fined 
in any sum in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 28-3, 28-4; 1991 Code, secs. 29-2, 29-3; 2007 Code, secs. 40-2, 40-3; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§§2.08.003–2.08.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Property Tax 
 
§2.08.031 Homestead exemption for persons age 65 or older. 
 
(a) Granted; exception. Persons who have attained the age of 65 years or older on or before 
January 1 of any year shall be granted a homestead tax exemption to be an amount equal to the 
homestead tax exemption granted by Harris County; provided, however, that where the ad 
valorem tax has heretofore been pledged for the payment of any debt, the taxing officers of the 
city shall have authority to continue to levy and collect the tax against the homestead property at 
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the same rate as the tax so pledged until the debt is discharged, if the cessation of the levy would 
impair the obligation of the contract by which the debt was created. 
 
(b) Proof of entitlement. In order to obtain the benefit of the exemption in subsection (a) of this 
section, the owner shall, between January 1 and April 30 of each year, file with the tax assessor-
collector a sworn inventory of such property owned on January 1 of each year for which the 
exemption is claimed, and shall initially furnish proof of age by certified copy of his birth 
certificate or, if such person does not have a certificate of birth, then by the affidavit of two 
persons at least five years older than the exemption claimant with actual knowledge of the date 
and place of birth and by the original or certified copy of any two of the following documents, 
which must be at least five years old: 
 

(1) Social security record; 
 

(2) Federal census record; 
 

(3) State census record; 
 

(4) Own child’s birth certificate; 
 

(5) Original birth notice in newspaper; 
 

(6) School record; 
 

(7) Insurance policy; 
 

(8) Lodge record; 
 

(9) Military record; 
 

(10) Passport; 
 

(11) Marriage record; 
 

(12) Hospital record; 
 

(13) Voter’s registration record; 
 

(14) Church baptismal record; 
 

(15) Employment record; 
 

(16) Physician’s record. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 28-6, 28-7; 1991 Code, secs. 29-6, 29-7; Ordinance 09-661, sec. 1, adopted 
10/9/08; 2007 Code, secs. 40-6, 40-7) 
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§2.08.032 Homestead exemption for disabled persons. 
 
Persons holding a disability status under the United States social security laws shall be granted a 
homestead tax exemption as follows: 
 

(1) For persons having been declared disabled according to social security laws and 
regulations, who hold documentary proof thereof from the federal Social Security 
Administration, an exemption in an amount equal to the homestead tax exemption 
granted by Harris County is hereby granted. 

 
(2) Applicants for the exemption must apply for the exemption each year between 

January 1 and April 30, and must produce documentary proof of such disability dated 
not over six months prior to date of application. 

 
(3) Applicants must produce documentary proof that the property for which exemption is 

sought is the residence homestead of the applicant, consisting of a copy of the 
applicant’s recorded deed and an affidavit testifying to residence such as will satisfy 
the requirements of the homestead law of the state. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 28-7.1; 1991 Code, sec. 29-8; Ordinance 09-661, sec. 1, adopted 10/9/08; 2007 
Code, sec. 40-8) 
 
§2.08.033 Collection expenses for delinquent taxes. 
 
(a) It shall be the declared policy of the city that the expenses of maintaining records on 
delinquent taxes owed to the city and of collecting such taxes, now an unfair burden on the 
general revenue and the taxpayers who pay on time, should be borne instead by the delinquent 
properties and their owners who are responsible for causing such expenses; and to effectuate this 
policy the city hereby orders that such costs be charged against the delinquent properties and their 
owners as collection expenses as herein provided, and the same are hereby made a part of the tax 
liens against the delinquent property to which each such cost is attributable. 
 
(b) Whenever any delinquent taxes owed to the city are collected, by suit or otherwise, the 
city’s tax assessor-collector shall charge a fee as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of 
this code for each year listed on each receipt issued for such tax payments, this charge to be a 
collection expense and collected at the time of payment of the delinquent taxes. 
 
(c) Whenever any accounts for delinquent taxes owed to the city are placed in the hands of its 
attorney for collection, the city’s tax assessor-collector shall furnish all affidavits, certified copies 
of records of the city’s tax office and such other evidence as may be in his possession by virtue of 
such office and which are requested by the city’s attorney. The tax assessor-collector shall collect 
a cost or charge as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code for each affidavit, each 
certified copy of records and any other item of evidence furnished upon request, this cost to be a 
collection expense which shall be collected at the time of payment of the delinquent taxes, before 
or after suit. 
 
(d) Whenever certified copies of records of other governmental agencies are needed for 
preparing, filing and/or prosecuting suits and claims for delinquent taxes and these are obtained 
by or for the city’s attorney, the actual costs charged for such certified copies by the 
governmental agencies furnishing them shall be collection expenses and shall be collected at the 
time of payment of the delinquent taxes, before or after suit. 
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(e) All taxes, penalties, interest and costs owed to the city are required by law to be paid in 
cash. At its sole discretion and as a convenience to property owners, the city may accept checks, 
money orders or drafts in payment of these obligations, but all such checks and other items are 
received subject to final payment in cash as required by law. If any check or other item is 
returned because of insufficient funds or for any other reason, the city shall be entitled to and 
shall collect a collection expense charged in an amount to be fixed from time to time in motions 
duly approved by the city council. The collection expense provided for in this section shall be as 
set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code for each time a check or other item is 
returned unpaid. 
 
(f) The city’s designated attorney, whether a salaried lawyer employed by the city or an 
attorney retained under a delinquent tax collection contract, shall assist, by suit or otherwise, in 
the collection of delinquent taxes owed to the city, and to recover such costs, the city shall be 
entitled to and shall collect a collection expense of 20 percent of the delinquent taxes and penalty, 
including any interest owed, due on a suit and/or foreclosure sale. As to payment of taxes 
delinquent and owing from the most current year, the collection expense as to that year shall be 
added as specified in this subsection (f) at the maximum of 20 percent only in the following 
percentages and in the following months of the calendar year next succeeding the year for which 
taxes are due during which payment is made: 
 

(1) February: Zero percent; 
 

(2) March: Three percent; 
 

(3) April: Six percent; 
 

(4) May: Nine percent; 
 

(5) June: 12 percent; 
 

(6) July and thereafter: 20 percent. 
 
(g) If any provision of this section or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is 
held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of this section 
which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the 
provisions of this section are declared to be severable. It is further specifically provided that if 
any of the collection expenses herein provided ever should be determined upon final adjudication 
to be in excess of the amount allowed by law, the same as if such maximum amount had been 
specifically ordained herein in words and figures [sic]. 
 
(h) If it ever should be determined by a final adjudication that this action should have been in 
some form other than an ordinance, then and in that event, the above and foregoing shall be 
considered to have been passed, approved and adopted by the city council as a resolution or an 
order or in whatever form is legally necessary under V.T.C.A., Tax Code title 3, or any other 
applicable statute, to impose the charges above specified. 
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(i) The city shall have all rights and remedies in the collection of delinquent taxes provided by 
the state Tax Code, it being the intent of the city to augment and not abrogate the rights provided 
to the city under the constitution and all other applicable statutes. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 28-8; 1991 Code, sec. 29-9; Ordinance 04-588 adopted 4/22/04; 2007 Code, sec. 
40-9; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§2.08.034 Freeport goods. 
 
All of the property described in the Texas Constitution, article VIII, section 1-j, shall be fully 
taxable in the city. (1991 Code, sec. 29-11; Ordinance 90-434, sec. 1, adopted 12/14/89; 2007 
Code, sec. 40-11) 
 
§2.08.035 Goods-in-transit. 
 
The goods-in-transit, as defined in V.T.C.A., Tax Code section 11.253(a)(2), as amended by 
House Bill 621, enacted by the 80th Texas Legislature in Regular Session, shall continue to be 
taxed by the city. (Ordinance 07-649, sec. 2, adopted 9/27/07; 2007 Code, sec. 40-13) 
 
§§2.08.036–2.08.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Sales and Use Tax 
 
§2.08.061 Imposed. 
 
A local sales and use tax is hereby imposed in the city. (1973 Code, sec. 28-5; 1991 Code, sec. 
29-4; 2007 Code, sec. 40-4) 
 
§2.08.062 Exemption of residential use of gas and electricity. 
 
(a) Residential use of gas and electricity is hereby exempt from local sales and use tax within 
the corporate limits of the city. 
 
(b) Such exemption covers residential use only, meaning use in a family dwelling, a 
multifamily apartment, a housing complex or a building or a portion of a building occupied as a 
home or a residence. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 28-5.1; 1991 Code, sec. 29-5; 2007 Code, sec. 40-5) 
 
§2.08.063 Taxation of telecommunications services. 
 
(a) The application of the exemption provided for in V.T.C.A., Tax Code, section 321.210(a), 
is hereby repealed by the city as authorized by V.T.C.A., Tax Code, section 321.210(b). 
 
(b) A tax is hereby authorized on all telecommunications services sold within the city. For 
purposes of this section, the sale of telecommunications services is consummated at the location 
of the telephone or other telecommunications device from which the call or other communication 
originates. If the point of origin cannot be determined, the sale is consummated at the address to 
which the call or other communication is billed. 
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(c) The rate of the tax imposed by this section shall be the same as the rate imposed by the city 
for all other local sales and use taxes as authorized by the legislature of the state. 
 
(Ordinance 15-769, secs. 2, 3, adopted 12/10/15; 2007 Code, sec. 40-14) 
 
§§2.08.064–2.08.090 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Hotel Occupancy Tax 
 
§2.08.091 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Consideration means the cost of a room in a hotel and shall not include the cost of any food 
served or personal services rendered to the occupant of such room not related to the cleaning and 
readying of such room for occupancy. 
 
Hotel means a building in which members of the public obtain sleeping accommodations for 
consideration. The term includes a hotel, motel, tourist home, tourist house, tourist court, lodging 
house, inn or rooming house, but does not include a hospital, sanitarium or nursing home. 
 
Monthly period means the regular calendar month of the year. 
 
Occupancy means the use or possession, or the right to the use or possession, of a room in a hotel 
that is ordinarily used for sleeping. 
 
Occupant means anyone who, for a consideration, uses, possesses or has a right to use or possess 
a room in a hotel, that is ordinarily used for sleeping, under any lease, concession, permit, right of 
access, license, contract or agreement. 
 
Permanent resident means any occupant who has or shall have the right to occupancy of a room 
in a hotel, that is ordinarily used for sleeping, for at least 30 consecutive days during the current 
calendar year or preceding year. 
 
Person means any individual, company, corporation or association owning, operating, managing 
or controlling any hotel. 
 
Tax assessor-collector means the city tax assessor-collector and/or city manager or designee, 
and/or city treasurer. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 
Code, sec. 40-10(a); Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§2.08.092 Tax levied. 
 
There is hereby levied a tax upon the cost of occupancy of any room ordinarily used for sleeping, 
furnished by any hotel, where such cost of occupancy is at a rate of $2.00 or more per day, such
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tax to be equal to seven percent of the consideration paid by the occupant of such room to such 
hotel, exclusive of other occupancy taxes imposed by other governmental agencies. (1973 Code, 
sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-
10(b)) 
 
§2.08.093 Exception. 
 
No tax shall be imposed hereunder upon a permanent resident. (1973 Code, sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, 
sec. 29-10; Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-10(c)) 
 
§2.08.094 Collection. 
 
Every person owning, operating, managing or controlling any hotel shall collect the tax imposed 
in section 2.08.092 of this division for the city. (1973 Code, sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; 
Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-10(d)) 
 
§2.08.095 Reports and payment. 
 
On or before the 20th day of each month, every person required in section 2.08.094 of this 
division to collect the tax imposed herein shall file a report with the tax assessor-collector 
showing the consideration paid for all room or sleeping space occupancies in the preceding 
month, the amount of tax collected on such occupancies, and any other information as the tax 
assessor-collector may reasonably require, which reports shall be in writing. Such persons shall 
pay the tax due on such occupancies at the time of the filing of such report. (1973 Code, sec. 28-
9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-10(e)) 
 
§2.08.096 Rules and regulations. 
 
The tax assessor-collector shall adopt procedures, rules and regulations as are reasonably 
necessary to effectively collect the tax levied herein, and shall, upon request of any person 
owning, operating, managing or controlling any hotel, furnish a copy of such procedures, rules 
and regulations for the guidance of such person and to facilitate the collection of such tax as such 
collection is required herein. Such procedures, rules and regulations shall be in writing and a copy 
thereof shall be placed on file with the city manager or designee. The tax assessor and collector 
shall be permitted to have access to the books and records during reasonable business hours as 
shall be necessary to enable the tax assessor-collector to determine the correctness of the amount 
due under the provisions of this division, or to determine whether or not a report has been filed 
and the amount, if necessary, of taxes due. (1973 Code, sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; 
Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-10(f); Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§2.08.097 Criminal penalty; penalty and interest on delinquent tax. 
 
If any person required by the provisions of this division to collect the tax imposed herein, or make 
reports as required herein, and pay to the tax assessor-collector the tax imposed herein, shall fail 
to collect such tax, file such report, or pay such tax, or if any such person shall file a false report, 
or any such person shall violate any of the provisions of this division, such person shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall pay to the tax assessor-collector the tax due, together
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with a penalty of five percent of the tax due for each 30 days that the same is not timely filed. 
Delinquent taxes shall earn interest at the rate of six percent per annum beginning 60 days from 
the due date. (1973 Code, sec. 28-9; 1991 Code, sec. 29-10; Ordinance 97-514, sec. 1, adopted 
7/10/97; 2007 Code, sec. 40-10(g)) 
 
§§2.08.098–2.08.120 Reserved. 
 

Division 5. Coin-Operated Machines 
 
§2.08.121 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Coin-operated machine means every machine or device of any kind or character which is 
operated by or with coins, metal slugs, tokens or checks. The terms “music coin-operated 
machines” and “skill or pleasure coin-operated machines,” as those terms are hereinafter defined, 
shall be included in such term. 
 
Music coin-operated machine means every coin-operated machine of any kind or character which 
dispenses or vends, or which is used or operated for dispensing or vending, music and which is 
operated by or with coins or metal slugs, tokens or checks. The following are expressly included 
within such term: phonographs, pianos, graphophones and all other coin-operated machines 
which dispense or vend music. 
 
Operator means any person who exhibits, displays or permits to be exhibited or displayed, in a 
place of business other than his own, any coin-operated machine in the city. 
 
Owner means any person owning any coin-operated machine in the city. 
 
Service coin-operated machine means pay toilets, pay telephones and all other machines or 
devices which dispense service only and not merchandise, music, skill or pleasure. 
 
Skill or pleasure coin-operated machine means every coin-operated machine of any kind or 
character whatsoever, when such machines dispense or are used or are capable of being used or 
operated for amusement or pleasure or when such machines are operated for the purpose of 
dispensing or affording skill or pleasure, or for any other purpose other than the dispensing or 
vending of merchandise or music or service exclusively as those terms are defined herein. The 
following are expressly included within such term: marble machines, marble table machines, 
marble shooting machines, miniature racetrack machines, miniature football machines, miniature 
golf machines, miniature bowling machines and all other coin-operated machines which dispense 
or afford skill or pleasure; provided that every machine or device of any kind or character which 
dispenses or vends merchandise, commodities or confections or plays music in connection with or 
in addition to such games or dispensing of skill or pleasure shall be considered as skill or pleasure 
machines and taxed at the higher rate fixed for such machines. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-13; 1991 Code, sec. 6-26; 2007 Code, sec. 8-21) 
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§2.08.122 Occupation tax levied. 
 
Every owner, save an owner holding an import license and holding coin-operated machines solely 
for resale, who owns, controls, possesses, exhibits, displays or who permits to be exhibited or 
displayed in this city any coin-operated machine shall pay, and there is hereby levied on each 
coin-operated machine, except such as are exempted herein, an annual occupation tax of one-
fourth of the tax levied on every owner by the state; provided that nothing herein shall prevent the 
operator of such machines from paying the tax levied in this section for the account of the owner, 
but the payment of such tax by such operator or other person shall not relieve the owner from the 
responsibility of complying with all provisions of this division. (1973 Code, sec. 5-14; 1991 
Code, sec. 6-27; 2007 Code, sec. 8-22) 
 
§2.08.123 Payment of tax; receipt to be attached to machine. 
 
(a) The occupation tax levied hereby shall be paid to the city tax assessor-collector, who shall 
issue an occupation tax receipt. 
 
(b) The occupation tax receipt shall be attached to the coin-operated machine mentioned in the 
receipt and shall bear the serial number of the particular machine. 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate, exhibit or display any coin-operated machine 
in the city without having attached thereto an occupation tax receipt and no occupation tax receipt 
issued for a certain coin-operated machine shall be transferred to any other machine. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-15; 1991 Code, sec. 6-28; 2007 Code, sec. 8-23) 
 
§2.08.124 Seizure of machines on which tax has not been paid. 
 
Every coin-operated machine subject to the payment of the tax levied herein, and upon which the 
tax has not been paid as provided herein, is hereby declared to be a public nuisance, and may be 
seized and destroyed by the chief of police except as may be prohibited by law for the seizure and 
destruction of common nuisances. (1973 Code, sec. 5-16; 1991 Code, sec. 6-29; 2007 Code, sec. 
8-24) 
 
§2.08.125 Exemptions. 
 
Stamp vending machines and service coin-operated machines are expressly exempt from the tax 
levied herein and the other provisions of this division. Gas meters, pay telephones, pay toilets, 
food vending machines, confection vending machines, beverage vending machines, merchandise 
vending machines and cigarette vending machines are also exempt by virtue of their being subject 
to an occupation or gross receipts tax. Nothing herein shall be construed to tax anything expressly 
exempted by state law. (1973 Code, sec. 5-17; 1991 Code, sec. 6-30; 2007 Code, sec. 8-25) 
 
§2.08.126 Illegal machines. 
 
Nothing in this division shall be construed, or have the effect, to license, permit, authorize or 
legalize any machine, device, table or coin-operated machine, the keeping, exhibition, operation, 
display or maintenance of which is now illegal or in violation of any section of the Penal Code of 
this state or the constitution of this state. (1973 Code, sec. 5-18; 1991 Code, sec. 6-31; 2007 
Code, sec. 8-26) 
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§§2.08.127–2.08.150 Reserved. 
 

Division 6. Bingo 
 
§2.08.151 Local share of bingo prize fee. 
 
There shall be collected for the city its local share of the bingo prize fee or bingo prize money on 
all bingo games conducted within the corporate limits of the city as authorized by V.T.C.A., 
Occupations Code chapter 2001. All such fees shall be collected, subject to the penalties provided 
by V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 2001. (1991 Code, sec. 29-12; Ordinance 89-430, sec. I, 
adopted 4/26/89; Ordinance 19-851, sec. 2, adopted 9/12/19; 2007 Code, sec. 40-12) 
 
 

ARTICLE 2.09 ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONEERING 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§2.09.001–2.09.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Electioneering 
 
§2.09.031 Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this division is to provide reasonable regulations for electioneering on city owned 
or controlled property when such property is used as an election polling place. The regulations 
contained herein are intended to mitigate safety risks, prevent damage to public property and 
ensure that the public property is sufficiently available for its patrons and city employees and 
staff who use the facilities other than for election purposes. (Ordinance 20-859, sec. 2, adopted 
1/23/20) 
 
§2.09.032 Definitions. 
 
The following words and phrases used in this division shall have the meanings as set forth in this 
section: 
 
Electioneering means the posting, use, or distribution of political signs or literature, including the 
use of tents, chairs, booths, tables or other furniture or devices to post, use or distribute political 
signs or literature. 
 
Prohibited area is the area within which Texas Election Code section 85.036(a) prohibits 
electioneering during the time an early voting or voting place is open for the conduct of early 
voting or voting. 
 
Public property means property owned or controlled by a public entity. 
 
Public right-of-way means the right-of-way adjacent to a city, state or federal highway or street 
where utilities may be located. 
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Voting period means the period beginning the hour the polls open for early voting and ending 
when the polls close or the last voter has voted on election day, whichever is later. 
 
(Ordinance 20-859, sec. 2, adopted 1/23/20) 
 
§2.09.033 Electioneering on city owned or controlled property during voting period. 
 
(a) The following regulations apply to electioneering on the premises of city owned or 
controlled property during the voting period: 
 

(1) It is an offense for any person to leave any electioneering sign or literature on city 
owned or controlled property that is used as a polling place other than during the 
period beginning on 6:00 p.m. before the voting period begins and ending forty-eight 
(48) hours after the voting period ends. 

 
(2) It is an offense for any person to engage in electioneering on driveways on the 

premises of a polling location or in such areas that the fire marshal or his/her 
designee determines to be unsafe for electioneering or determines will interfere with 
patrons or city employees and staff who use the areas other than for election 
purposes. 

 
(3) It is an offense for any person to attach, place or otherwise affix any electioneering 

sign, literature or material to any building, tree, shrub, pole or other improvement on 
city owned or controlled property used as a polling location. 

 
(4) On election day only, each candidate may erect a single tent, canopy, or similar item 

encumbering or encroaching on public property at 114 W. Higgins, Humble City 
Hall, in the designated location, located outside the 100-foot prohibited area. 

 
(5) It is an offense for any person to place any electioneering sign on the premises that 

exceeds four (4) square feet and is more than four feet in height, including any 
supporting poles. 

 
(6) It is an offense for any person to place any electioneering sign on the premises that is 

attached to a “T” style post(s), as such post may damage underground utility lines. 
 

(7) It is an offense for any person to place more than three (3) electioneering signs on 
any one side of the premises adjacent to a public right-of-way. 

 
(8) In addition to imposing any criminal penalty, electioneering sign(s) located in 

violation of this section may be removed and disposed of by the city. 
 

(9) The authority to conduct electioneering on city owned or controlled property under 
this division is limited to the premises where the voting is conducted and only for the 
voting period. 

 
(b) The regulations set forth in subsection (a) above shall not apply to any city-authorized 
signs, materials, or other messages on city owned or controlled property. 
 
(Ordinance 20-859, sec. 2, adopted 1/23/20) 
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§2.09.034 Electioneering signs on city property or private property. 
 
(a) Signs on city property. It is an offense for any person to attach, place or otherwise affix any 
electioneering sign, literature or material to any building, tree, shrub, pole or other improvement 
on city owned or controlled property at any time, except as required by Texas Election Code 
section 61.003 or section 85.036. 
 
(b) Signs on private property. Electioneering signs are allowed on private real property only 
with the consent of the property owner. No permit is required in accordance with Texas Election 
Code, section 259.003, provided that: 
 

(1) The sign shall not have an area greater than thirty-six (36) square feet; 
 

(2) The sign shall not be more than eight (8) feet in height; 
 

(3) The sign shall not be illuminated or projected; and 
 

(4) The sign shall not have any moving parts. 
 
(c) Distance from right-of-way or curb. Electioneering signs shall not be placed on or within 
ten (10) feet of the public right-of-way or the curb, whichever is further. 
 
(d) Location on poles. Electioneering signs shall not be located on any utility, light, traffic 
signal or sign pole. 
 
(e) Obstructing vision for traffic. Electioneering signs shall not be placed in any location that 
obstructs vision for traffic. 
 
(f) Removal of noncomplying signs. In addition to imposing any criminal penalty, 
electioneering sign(s) located in violation of this section may be removed and disposed of by the 
city. 
 
(Ordinance 20-859, sec. 2, adopted 1/23/20) 
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ARTICLE 3.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§3.01.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Cat means Felis catus. 
 
Dog means Canis familiaris. 
 
Fowl means any chickens, turkeys, guineas, pigeons, doves or other feathered animals. 
 
Livestock means any of the following: horses, mules, cows, bulls, hogs, goats, sheep, rabbits, 
jacks, jennets, mares or stallions. 
 
Owner means any person owning, keeping, harboring, or having control or custody of any 
livestock, fowl, dog or cat. 
 
Run at large. 
 

(1) When applied to fowl, means not restrained securely within a fence, cage or other 
enclosure, or by other suitable restraint; 

 
(2) When applied to livestock and dogs, means not under the control of the owner by a 

leash, chain, cord or other suitable material attached to a collar or harness; or not 
restrained securely within an enclosure or fence. 

 
(1973 Code, secs. 6-1, 6-32; 1991 Code, sec. 7-1; 2007 Code, sec. 10-1) 
 
§3.01.002 Animal shelter; enforcing officers; Rabies Control Act adopted. 
 
(a) The city manager may designate or establish one or more shelters for the impoundment of 
animals impounded by the city. The shelter shall be considered the designated caretaker of a 
stray, impounded or surrendered animal immediately upon intake at the shelter. 
 
(b) The city manager may designate one or more persons to serve as the animal caretaker, 
animal control officer, and local health authority for purposes of carrying out the provisions of the 
Rabies Control Act and other animal impoundment and shelter tasks (Health and Safety Code 
chapter 828, Dog and Cat Sterilization; Health and Safety Code chapter 829, Animal Control 
Officer Training; Occupations Code chapter 801). 
 
(c) The city hereby adopts the provisions of V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 826, 
known as the Rabies Control Act of 1981, except where specifically modified in this chapter. 
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(d) Upon intake of an animal at a city shelter, the animal control officer may provide 
immunizations by a licensed veterinarian employed by the city or by a person under the 
veterinarian’s supervision, along with any other necessary treatment the veterinarian determines 
is appropriate for the animal. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-1.1; 1991 Code, sec. 7-2; Ordinance 14-738, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; 2007 
Code, sec. 10-2) 
 
§3.01.003 Nuisances. 
 
The keeping of livestock, fowl, dogs or cats within the city in such manner or under such 
conditions as to cause the spread of germs liable to produce disease or noxious odors or noise 
hazardous or dangerous to the public health, or which cause discomfort to the inhabitants of the 
locality wherein the same are kept, is hereby prohibited and declared to be a nuisance. (1973 
Code, sec. 6-2; 1991 Code, sec. 7-3; 2007 Code, sec. 10-3) 
 
§3.01.004 Livestock or fowl running at large. 
 
The running at large within the city of livestock and fowl is hereby prohibited and herein declared 
to be a nuisance, and anyone owning, controlling or having responsibility for the control of any of 
the above-named animals who knowingly permits such animals to run at large within the city 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 6-3; 1991 Code, sec. 7-4; 2007 Code, sec. 10-
4) 
 
§3.01.005 City declared bird sanctuary. 
 
The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the city is hereby designated as a bird 
sanctuary, subject to the provisions of section 3.01.006. (1973 Code, sec. 6-4; 1991 Code, sec. 7-
5; 2007 Code, sec. 10-5) 
 
§3.01.006 Destruction of birds, nests or eggs. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot or attempt to shoot or molest in any manner any 
bird or wild fowl or to rob bird nests or wild fowl nests. If European starlings, English sparrows, 
grackles, ravens, red-winged blackbirds, cowbirds, feral rock doves (Columba livia) or crows are 
found to be congregating in such numbers in a particular locality that they constitute a nuisance or 
a menace to health or property in the opinion of the proper health authorities of the city, then in 
such event said health authorities shall meet with representatives of the Audubon Society, Bird 
Club, Garden Club or Humane Society, or as many of such clubs as are found to exist in the city, 
after having given at least three days’ actual notice of the time and place of such meeting to the 
representatives of such clubs. 
 
(b) If as a result of such meeting no satisfactory alternative is found to abate such nuisance, 
then such birds may be destroyed in such manner and in such numbers as is deemed advisable by 
such health authorities under the supervision of the chief of police of the city. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-5; 1991 Code, sec. 7-6; 2007 Code, sec. 10-6) 
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§3.01.007 Beekeeping prohibited. 
 
(a) Prohibition. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, keep or harbor upon any premises 
situated within the corporate limits of the city any bees, beehive or any container or receptacle 
similar to a beehive, designed or used for the swarming or collecting of bees or for collecting the 
honeycomb or honey of bees. 
 
(b) Declaration of nuisance. Any beehive used or occupied by bees is hereby declared to be a 
nuisance and it shall be unlawful to keep or maintain any such hive in the city. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-6; 1991 Code, sec. 7-7; 2007 Code, sec. 10-7) 
 
§3.01.008 Exemption of youth agricultural programs and project animals. 
 
(a) Notwithstanding the prohibitions of this chapter, the following shall be permitted, except 
when prohibited as a nuisance: 
 

(1) Sanctioned programs. Youth agricultural programs, which shall include but are not be 
limited to Future Farmers of America and 4-H clubs. 

 
(2) Agricultural projects. The periodic keeping (raising) of livestock, rabbits or fowl 

within the city for the purpose of competitively exhibiting and selling project animals 
in various local, county or state livestock events. 

 
(b) Failure to abate a nuisance shall result in the immediate removal of the project animal or 
animals from the city. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 7-8; Ordinance 99-537 adopted 5/13/99; 2007 Code, sec. 10-8) 
 
§3.01.009 Kennels. 
 
(a) Kennel defined. “Kennel” means any building, establishment, place, premises or residence 
wherein any person keeps, harbors, owns, or maintains more than four dogs over three months of 
age or more than four cats over three months of age. 
 
(b) Residential neighborhood defined. “Residential neighborhood” means: 
 

(1) A subdivision for which a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county 
and that contains or is bounded by public streets or parts of public streets that are 
abutted by residential property occupying at least 75 percent of the front footage 
along the block face; 

 
(2) A subdivision for which a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county 

and a majority of the lots of which are subject to deed restrictions limiting the lots to 
residential use; 

 
(3) A block that is divided into four or more lots or tracts and in which 75 percent or 

more of the lots or tracts contain a private residence; or 
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(4) A block face that has been divided into at least four or more lots or tracts and at least 
75 percent of the front footage along the block face are lots or tracts on which there is 
a private residence. 

 
(c) Prohibited in residential neighborhoods. A person commits an offense if the person 
constructs, maintains or operates a kennel in a residential neighborhood. 
 
(d) Distance from dwelling, school or church. A person commits an offense if the person 
constructs, maintains or operates a kennel as defined in this section within 200 feet of a dwelling, 
school or church. 
 
(e) License required. Any person in the city conducting, managing or maintaining a kennel 
shall obtain a license to do so from the building and permits department and pay an annual license 
fee, regardless of the number of animals kept. The annual license fee may be determined by 
resolution of the city council and included on the city fee schedule. 
 
(f) Payment of license fee. The license fee shall be for the calendar year or any part thereof 
during which the kennel is maintained, and shall be due and payable in advance on or before 
January 1 of each year. 
 
(g) Application for license. Any person desiring to obtain a license shall make application on 
forms provided by the city and shall include information requested by the city for implementation 
of this section, including the following information: 
 

(1) The full name of the applicant, the street address where the kennel is to be located, 
and the residence address of each owner, manager and operator of the kennel; 

 
(2) Whether any owner or operator is an individual, partnership, corporation or other 

legal entity; 
 

(3) If any owner or operator is a corporation, the names and addresses of all officers of 
the corporation; and if there are fewer than five shareholders, the names of all 
shareholders; 

 
(4) If any owner or operator is a partnership, the type of partnership and names and 

addresses of all general partners, and for limited partnerships, the names and 
addresses of all members; 

 
(5) If any owner or operator is an unincorporated association, the names and addresses of 

all officers of the association; 
 

(6) If any applicant does business under an assumed name as that term is defined in 
Texas Business and Commerce Code section 71.002, all assumed names used; 

 
(7) A declaration that the operation of a kennel at the street address where the kennel is 

to be located will not violate any applicable deed restrictions enforceable by the city; 
 

(8) A description of the types of services to be provided at the facility; 
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(9) A declaration that the minimum standards regarding maintenance, sanitation and 
prevention of nuisances as set forth in the rules and regulations established by the 
city pursuant to subsection (h) of this section have been met; 

 
(10) A declaration that the city may enter and inspect the facility at any reasonable time to 

ensure compliance with this section; and 
 

(11) Any other information reasonably required by the city to ensure compliance with the 
requirements of this section. 

 
(h) Maintenance, sanitation, and prevention of nuisances. The city shall establish rules and 
regulations for the minimum standards regarding maintenance, sanitation, and prevention of 
nuisances for the various types of kennel facilities to be issued a license under this section. The 
city shall base the rules and regulations on the standards set forth in 9 C.F.R. part 3, subpart A 
(Specifications for the Humane Handling, Care, Treatment, and Transportation of Dogs and 
Cats), and any amendment or successor thereto. The city shall maintain a copy of the city’s rules 
and regulations for public inspection in the office of the city secretary. Each licensee shall 
maintain a kennel facility in accordance with the applicable minimum standards set forth in such 
rules and regulations. 
 
(i) Issuance of certificate; display. The city shall issue a certificate to the person paying for a 
kennel facility license, which certificate shall contain the information specified in subsection (m) 
of this section. The licensee shall display the certificate at all times in a prominent place in the 
kennel facility. 
 
(j) Changes in information. A licensee shall notify the city by personal delivery or certified 
mail of any change in the name, address, management, or substantial control or ownership of ten 
percent or more of the outstanding shares of stock as shown on the license application of the 
business or operation within ten calendar days of any such change. 
 
(k) Transfer of license. A license issued under this section shall be personal to the applicant 
and shall not be transferable or otherwise assigned. 
 
(l) Place of business. A license issued under this section shall only be valid for the address of 
the facility provided in the application. 
 
(m) Record of licenses. The city shall keep permanent record of all kennel facility licenses 
issued under the terms of this chapter, which record shall show the following information: 
 

(1) The name and address of all persons being issued a kennel license; 
 

(2) The name and address of the kennel; 
 

(3) The number of the kennel license; 
 

(4) The date the license was issued; 
 

(5) The amount paid for the license. 
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(n) Suspension or revocation of license. The city may suspend and/or revoke any kennel 
license if any of the following conditions occur: 
 

(1) Animals at the kennel facility are being deprived of necessary food, water, care or 
shelter; 

 
(2) Animals at the kennel facility are being cruelly confined or are otherwise being 

cruelly treated; 
 

(3) Unsanitary conditions exist at the kennel to such an extent that those conditions 
create a possible medium for the transmission of disease to the animals kept there or 
to human beings; or 

 
(4) The licensee or any agent or employee of the licensee responsible for the oversight or 

operation of the kennel receives three or more convictions for violations of this 
chapter in relation to the operation of the kennel in a 12-month period. 

 
(o) Notice of suspension or revocation. Prior to suspension and/or revocation, written notice 
shall be given to the licensee, the person in charge of the kennel, or any employee or agent of the 
licensee. The notice shall set forth: 
 

(1) The specific conditions existing at the kennel that are grounds for suspension and/or 
revocation of the license pursuant to subsection (n) of this section; 

 
(2) That a hearing will be held by the municipal court judge; 

 
(3) The date, time and place of the hearing; and 

 
(4) That the licensee may appear in person and/or be represented by counsel and may 

present testimony and cross-examine all witnesses. 
 
The hearing shall be held not later than ten business days after the date the licensee received 
notice of the suspension. 
 
(p) Hearings. All hearings shall be held by the municipal court judge and shall be conducted 
under rules consistent with the nature of the proceedings; provided, however, the following rules 
shall apply to each hearing: 
 

(1) All parties shall have the right to representation by a licensed attorney, though an 
attorney is not required; 

 
(2) Each party may present witnesses in his/her own behalf; 

 
(3) Each party has the right to cross-examine all witnesses; and 

 
(4) Only evidence presented before the municipal court judge at the hearing may be 

considered in rendering the order. 
 
If the licensee fails to appear at the hearing at the time, place and date specified, the city shall 
present sufficient evidence to establish a prima facie case showing that conditions exist at the 
kennel that are grounds for suspension of the license pursuant to subsection (n) of this section. 
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(q) Removal of animals after suspension or revocation. If the license is suspended or revoked, 
no one shall accept or place any animal in the kennel and all animals at the kennel on the date the 
license is suspended and/or revoked shall be removed by the licensee as soon as possible, but in 
no case no later than ten calendar days after receipt by the licensee, his/her agent or his/her 
employee of the order of the suspension and/or revocation from the municipal court judge. 
 
(r) Reinstatement of license. In the event a license is revoked, the city shall not be liable to the 
licensee for any refund of any part of the license fee. Reinstatement of a license that has been 
suspended or revoked shall require application and payment of a license fee as if it were an initial 
application; provided, however, no license shall be issued to the same licensee if the licensee has 
been convicted of any offense involving cruelty to animals; no license shall be issued to the same 
licensee within one year of the date a license has been revoked; and no license shall be issued for 
the same location unless it is shown that adequate precautions have been taken so that the 
conditions under which the license was revoked shall not reoccur. If there is a dispute between 
the inspector and a person applying for a license for a place for which a license was revoked as to 
whether adequate precautions have been taken so that the conditions under which the license was 
revoked will not reoccur, the applicant may requires a hearing before the municipal court judge. 
The hearing shall be conducted under the same procedures as a hearing for a suspension and/or 
revocation of a license; however, the burden shall be on the applicant to show that adequate 
precautions have been taken so that the conditions under which the license was revoked will not 
reoccur. 
 
(Ordinance 14-732, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/14; Ordinance 18-820, sec. 1, adopted 4/19/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 10-9) 
 
§3.01.010 Number of dogs and cats limited. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person keeps, harbors, owns, maintains, or allows to be 
harbored, owned, or maintained more than a total of four dogs or cats, over three months of age, 
upon or within any premises owned, occupied, or under the control of such person within 60 feet 
of a residence that the person does not have the right to occupy. 
 
(b) A person commits an offense if the person keeps, harbors, owns, maintains, or allows to be 
kept, harbored, owned, or maintained more than three dogs or cats, over three months of age, 
within any apartment of, or on the premises of, a multiple dwelling structure within the city. 
 
(c) The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to an animal shelter, kennel, pet shop, or 
veterinary clinic in existence prior to April 10, 2014. 
 
(Ordinance 14-732, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/14; 2007 Code, sec. 10-10) 
 
 

ARTICLE 3.02 IMPOUNDMENT OF LIVESTOCK AND FOWL 
 
§3.02.001 Authorized. 
 
Any livestock or fowl found within this city in violation of the provisions of this chapter may be 
taken up and impounded by the city. (1973 Code, sec. 6-16; 1991 Code, sec. 7-26; 2007 Code, 
sec. 10-35) 
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§3.02.002 Right to redeem. 
 
The owner of any livestock or fowl which has been impounded under the provisions of this article 
shall have the right to redeem the same upon the payment of any and all fees which may be due 
and payable for such impoundment; provided, however, that the payment of such impoundment 
fees shall not bar the imposition of any fine which may be imposed for the violation of this 
chapter. (1973 Code, sec. 6-17; 1991 Code, sec. 7-27; 2007 Code, sec. 10-36) 
 
§3.02.003 Time for redemption. 
 
Any impounded livestock or fowl shall be redeemed by its owner within 48 hours after personal 
notice that the same was impounded, or if the owner is unknown, within 72 hours after public 
notice. Any such livestock or fowl not redeemed within such time may be sold or otherwise 
disposed of as provided in this article. (1973 Code, sec. 6-18; 1991 Code, sec. 7-28; 2007 Code, 
sec. 10-37) 
 
§3.02.004 Fees. 
 
The fees to be charged for the impoundment of livestock or fowl under the provisions of this 
article shall be as determined by the city council from time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 6-19; 1991 
Code, sec. 7-29; 2007 Code, sec. 10-38) 
 
§3.02.005 Sale at auction. 
 
Should the owner of any livestock impounded under the provisions of this article fail, refuse or 
neglect to redeem the same, the animal control officer may sell the same to the highest bidder at 
an auction to be held after three days’ notice is given of such sale. After such sale, the animal 
control officer shall turn over the proceeds thereof to the city manager or designee, who shall 
credit the amount against any and all costs incurred by the city arising from such impoundment, 
and pay the excess, if any, to the owner of such livestock. (1973 Code, sec. 6-20; 1991 Code, sec. 
7-30; 2007 Code, sec. 10-39; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 3.03 DOGS RUNNING AT LARGE; VICIOUS OR RABID ANIMALS 
 
§3.03.001 Dogs running at large. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any owner to allow or permit his dog to run at large upon any public or 
private property within this city. (1973 Code, sec. 6-33; 1991 Code, sec. 7-46; 2007 Code, sec. 
10-67) 
 
§3.03.002 Destruction of vicious dogs running at large. 
 
Any dog found at large after the owner thereof has previous knowledge or notice that such dog 
has engaged in vicious conduct as defined in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code section 822.013 
may be killed by any police officer of the city without such officer having to catch or impound 
such dog. (1973 Code, sec. 6-34; 1991 Code, sec. 7-47; 2007 Code, sec. 10-68) 
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§3.03.003 Impoundment of vicious animal that has bitten person. 
 
(a) Surrender to animal control officer. Any dog or other domestic animal that has engaged in 
vicious conduct as defined in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code section 822.013 and which has 
either escaped or been loosed from its owner’s property and has bitten any person while at large 
and then is or has returned to the owner’s property shall be immediately delivered by the owner to 
the city animal control officer upon demand by the animal control officer. 
 
(b) Impoundment; destruction. The animal control officer shall impound such animal for at 
least 14 days. Upon expiration of the period, if evidence of rabies in the dog or domestic animal is 
detected, the animal shall be destroyed. The animal shall also be destroyed, even if it shows no 
evidence of rabies, if the animal has bitten a person to death or has bitten a person more than one 
time while at large and is capable of causing serious injury or death of any person by reason of 
biting. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-34.1; 1991 Code, sec. 7-48; 2007 Code, sec. 10-69) 
 
§3.03.004 Reporting of animal bites and suspected rabid animals. 
 
(a) A person having knowledge of an animal bite or scratch to an individual that the person 
could reasonably foresee as capable of transmitting rabies or of an animal that the person suspects 
is rabid, within 24 hours thereafter, shall report the incident or animal to the animal control 
officer and the chief of police, if the person lives in this city, if the animal is located in this city, 
or if the exposure occurs in this city. The report shall include the name and address of any victim 
and of the owner of the animal, if known, and any other data which may aid in locating the victim 
or the animal. 
 
(b) Every veterinarian or other person who is called to examine or professionally attend any 
dog within this city having rabies, within 24 hours thereafter, shall report to the animal control 
officer and the chief of police the following facts: 
 

(1) A statement of the location of such diseased animal. 
 

(2) The name and address of the owner thereof. 
 

(3) All known humans or animals suspected of having been exposed to the rabid dog. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-35; 1991 Code, sec. 7-49; 2007 Code, sec. 10-70) 
 
§3.03.005 Confinement of suspected rabid dog or dog injuring person or animal. 
 
(a) Confinement by owner. It shall be the duty of every person who owns a dog or keeps a dog 
in or on his premises, or on premises under his control, within the city, when the dog shows 
symptoms of rabies or has been exposed to such disease, or has injured some person or animal, 
upon such person being notified by the animal control officer of such fact, to at once confine the 
dog in a secure place for a period of not less than 14 days, or such longer period as may be 
specified by the state board of health, and until it can be reasonably determined by the animal 
control officer that the dog is not afflicted with such disease. 
 
(b) Confinement by animal control officer when owner cannot be found. In the event the 
owner, keeper or person in control of a dog showing such symptoms of rabies, or which has been 
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exposed thereto, or which has injured some person or animal, cannot be found by the animal 
control officer, it shall be the duty of the animal control officer to confine such dog in a secure 
place for such period of time as necessary to determine whether such dog is afflicted with such 
disease. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 6-36, 6-37; 1991 Code, secs. 7-50, 7-51; 2007 Code, secs. 10-71, 10-72) 
 
§3.03.006 Destruction of rabid or diseased dogs. 
 
It is hereby made the duty of the chief of police and his full-time, salaried officers to kill and 
exterminate any and all dogs at large when such dogs are, or appear to be, affected with rabies or 
any other infectious, contagious or dangerous disease. (1973 Code, sec. 6-38; 1991 Code, sec. 7-
52; 2007 Code, sec. 10-73) 
 
§3.03.007 Conduct of rabies quarantine. 
 
Rabies quarantine shall be conducted in accordance with the Rabies Control Act of 1981 
(V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 826) and the regulations of the state board of health. 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-39; 1991 Code, sec. 7-53; 2007 Code, sec. 10-74) 
 
 

ARTICLE 3.04 DOG AND CAT LICENSES 
 
§3.04.001 Required. 
 
Any person/owner who shall maintain or keep a dog or cat more than four months of age on any 
premises within the city which has not been licensed as required by this article shall be guilty of a 
class C misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 6-51; 1991 Code, sec. 7-71; Ordinance 10-678, sec. I, 
adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, sec. 10-92) 
 
§3.04.002 Fee levied. 
 
There is hereby levied upon each and every dog or cat more than six months of age which is kept, 
harbored or maintained by the owner thereof in the corporate limits of the city an annual license 
fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to 
time. (1973 Code, sec. 6-52; 1991 Code, sec. 7-72; 2007 Code, sec. 10-93; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§3.04.003 Due date for payment of fee. 
 
Every license fee required by this article shall be due before January 1 of each year for which it is 
paid. (1973 Code, sec. 6-53; 1991 Code, sec. 7-73; 2007 Code, sec. 10-94) 
 
§3.04.004 Application. 
 
Any person desiring a dog or cat license shall make application therefor to the city tax collector 
upon printed forms provided for such purpose, which application shall state the name and address 
of the owner or keeper of such dog or cat and the name, breed, color and sex of the dog or cat 
being licensed. (1973 Code, sec. 6-54; 1991 Code, sec. 7-74; 2007 Code, sec. 10-95; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
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§3.04.005 Vaccination required. 
 
The city manager or designee shall not issue any license tag for any dog or cat until the owner or 
person in charge of such dog or cat shall have obtained and presented to the department a current 
vaccination certificate issued by a state licensed veterinarian. (1973 Code, sec. 6-55; 1991 Code, 
sec. 7-75; Ordinance 10-678, sec. II, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, sec. 10-96; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§3.04.006 Issuance of license. 
 
Licenses for dogs and cats shall be issued by the city manager or designee upon application 
therefor, proof of vaccination against rabies and payment of the required fee. (1973 Code, sec. 6-
56; 1991 Code, sec. 7-76; Ordinance 10-678, sec. III, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, sec. 10-97; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§3.04.007 Issuance of tag. 
 
Upon issuance of the license certificate, the city manager or designee shall issue to the owner a 
metallic tag for each dog or cat so licensed. The tag shall have stamped thereon the year for 
which it was issued and the number corresponding with the number on the certificate. (1973 
Code, sec. 6-57; 1991 Code, sec. 7-77; Ordinance 10-678, sec. IV, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, 
sec. 10-98; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§3.04.008 Transfer of tag. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the new owner or person having control over or custody of any dog/cat to 
transfer such license tag from the dog/cat for which such tag was issued to any other dog/cat. 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-58; 1991 Code, sec. 7-78; Ordinance 10-678, sec. V, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 
Code, sec. 10-99) 
 
§3.04.009 Refund of fee. 
 
No refund shall be made for any dog/cat license fee because of death of the dog/cat or the 
owner’s leaving the city before the expiration of the license period. (1973 Code, sec. 6-59; 1991 
Code, sec. 7-79; Ordinance 10-678, sec. VI, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, sec. 10-100) 
 
§3.04.010 Wearing of collar and tags. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain or keep a dog/cat more than four months of age on 
any premises within the city unless the dog/cat wears a collar or harness securely attached to its 
body to which shall be securely attached a tag issued for the dog/cat by a licensed veterinarian, 
licensed to practice veterinary medicine in the state, showing that the dog/cat has been, within the 
current calendar year, vaccinated against rabies, and also securely attached to the collar or harness 
a license tag showing the dog/cat has been licensed by the city for the current year. (1973 Code, 
sec. 6-60; 1991 Code, sec. 7-80; Ordinance 10-678, sec. VII, adopted 10/8/09; 2007 Code, sec. 
10-101) 
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ARTICLE 3.05 IMPOUNDMENT OF DOGS 
 
§3.05.001 Authority. 
 
It shall be the duty of the animal control officer to seize and impound, subject to the provisions of 
this article, all dogs found in violation of the provisions of article 3.03 or article 3.04 within this 
city, whether such dog shall be in the immediate presence of its owner or custodian or otherwise. 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-66; 1991 Code, sec. 7-96; 2007 Code, sec. 10-131) 
 
§3.05.002 Right of entry. 
 
The animal control officer is hereby authorized to enter upon any unfenced lot, tract or parcel of 
land for the purpose of seizing and impounding any dog found thereon in violation of article 3.03 
or article 3.04. (1973 Code, sec. 6-67; 1991 Code, sec. 7-97; 2007 Code, sec. 10-132) 
 
§3.05.003 Registry of dogs impounded. 
 
The animal control officer, upon impounding or receiving any dog under the provisions of this 
article, shall make a complete registry of such dog, entering the breed, color and sex of the dog 
and whether the dog has been vaccinated, and the time and place of taking such dog into custody. 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-68; 1991 Code, sec. 7-98; 2007 Code, sec. 10-133) 
 
§3.05.004 Right to redeem. 
 
The owner of any dog which has been impounded under the provisions of this article shall have 
the right to redeem the same upon the payment of any and all fees which may be due and payable 
for the impoundment of such dog; provided, however, that the payment of such impoundment 
fees shall not bar the imposition of any fine which may be imposed for the violation of this 
article. (1973 Code, sec. 6-69; 1991 Code, sec. 7-99; 2007 Code, sec. 10-134) 
 
§3.05.005 Time for redemption. 
 
All impounded dogs shall be redeemed within three days after the same are impounded. Any such 
dog not redeemed within such time may be sold, destroyed or otherwise disposed of. (1973 Code, 
sec. 6-70; 1991 Code, sec. 7-100; 2007 Code, sec. 10-135) 
 
§3.05.006 Fees. 
 
A fee, as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time 
to time, shall be charged for the impoundment of any dog under the provisions of this article. 
(1973 Code, sec. 6-71; 1991 Code, sec. 7-101; 2007 Code, sec. 10-136) 
 
§3.05.007 Redemption of unvaccinated dog. 
 
The owner of any impounded dog which has not been vaccinated as required by this chapter, 
upon satisfactory proof of ownership, may redeem his dog by making a deposit, as currently 
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time, with the 
animal control officer and be allowed 24 hours to get such dog vaccinated. If such owner fails to 
procure a vaccination certificate within such 24 hours, the deposit shall be forfeited and the dog 
shall be impounded again. Upon presentation within such period of time of a certificate of 
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vaccination issued under this chapter, the deposit shall be refunded. (1973 Code, sec. 6-72; 1991 
Code, sec. 7-102; 2007 Code, sec. 10-137) 
 
§3.05.008 Redemption by person other than owner. 
 
If the owner of any dog impounded under this article shall fail to redeem his dog within the time 
allowed for redemption, any other person may, upon complying with all provisions of this article, 
redeem the dog from the pound and be the lawful owner of the dog thereafter. (1973 Code, sec. 6-
73; 1991 Code, sec. 7-103; 2007 Code, sec. 10-138) 
 
§3.05.009 Disposition of funds. 
 
All moneys received and collected under the provisions of this article shall be deposited in the 
general fund of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 6-74; 1991 Code, sec. 7-104; 2007 Code, sec. 10-139) 
 
§3.05.010 Reports. 
 
The animal control officer shall file such reports of his activities under the provisions of this 
article, under oath, as are required by the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 6-75; 1991 Code, sec. 7-
105; 2007 Code, sec. 10-140) 
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ARTICLE 4.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§4.01.001 Office of building official established; appointment. 
 
(a) The office of building official is hereby created and the executive official in charge shall be 
known as the building official. 
 
(b) The building official shall be appointed by the city manager. 
 
(c) During the temporary absence or disability of the building official the appointing authority 
shall designate an acting building official. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-18; 1991 Code, sec. 9-1; 2007 Code, sec. 12-1) 
 
§4.01.002 Duties of building official. 
 
It shall be the duty of the building official to enforce all laws relating to the construction, 
alteration, removal and demolition of buildings and structures. (1973 Code, sec. 8-19; 1991 Code, 
sec. 9-2; 2007 Code, sec. 12-2) 
 
§4.01.003 Right of entry. 
 
The building official, in the discharge of his official duties, and upon proper identification, shall 
have authority to enter any building, structure or premises at any reasonable hour. (1973 Code, 
sec. 8-20; 1991 Code, sec. 9-3; 2007 Code, sec. 12-3) 
 
§4.01.004 Liability. 
 
This chapter shall not be construed to relieve from or lessen the responsibility of any person 
installing, operating or controlling any building materials or apparatus for damages to anyone 
thereby, or for full and faithful performance of the contract; nor shall the city be held as assuming 
any liability by reason of the inspection authorized herein or a certificate or permit issued 
pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. (1973 Code, sec. 10-1; 1991 Code, sec. 9-76; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-4) 
 
§4.01.005 Contractor registration. 
 
(a) Contractor defined. Contractor means any person, firm, partnership, corporation or other 
entity engaged in, undertaking, or carrying on any business consisting of or that requires the 
construction, demolition, repair, or renovation of any building or structure, including any fixtures 
attached thereto, that requires a permit from the city. 
 
(b) Registration required; application. It shall be the duty of every contractor, including a 
builder or subcontractor, who shall make a contract for the installation, repair, or alteration of any 
building, structure, or system within the city for which a permit is required, or who applies for a 
city permit to install, repair, or alter any such building, structure or system, to apply for 
registration to work in the city. Application must be made to the building official. All contractors 
applying for registration must provide the following documentation: 
 

(1) Current state license (if applicable); 
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(2) Valid Texas driver’s license or other government-issued identification; 
 

(3) Copy of current workmen’s compensation insurance per state regulation; and 
 

(4) Proof of comprehensive general liability insurance coverage with limits of not less 
than $250,000.00 per occurrence for bodily injury and $100,000.00 per occurrence 
for property damage. A company duly authorized to write insurance in the state shall 
issue all such insurance. 

 
(c) Fee. A fee shall be paid at the time of registration, and annually for renewal of registration 
with the city. The buildings and building regulations fee schedule outlines the cost of a 
contractor’s registration fee. 
 
(d) Duration. All registrations issued under this section shall expire on December 31st of the 
year the registration was issued. 
 
(e) Registration card. Upon completion of registration review and payment of the annual 
registration fee, the contractor shall be issued an identification card with identification number 
verifying registration to work in the city. 
 
(f) Exemptions. 
 

(1) A person registered through the city under another section of this code pertaining to 
licensed trades. 

 
(2) A person employed by the county to perform new construction or renovation work on 

a county-owned building or facility if the work is inspected by a registered 
professional engineer or architect licensed by the state. 

 
(3) A person working on a building owned and occupied by the person as the person’s 

homestead. 
 
(g) Suspension or revocation of license. 
 

(1) Any contractor’s license may be revoked or suspended by the city manager for any of 
the following actions by the contractor: 

 
(A) Repeated and continuing violations of this section or of any of the technical 

codes adopted under this chapter; 
 

(B) Making untrue statements in obtaining a license or permit; 
 

(C) Evidence obtained after issuance of the license that such contractor is doing 
business in an unlawful manner. 

 
(2) Prior to the revocation of a contractor’s license, the city manager shall give written 

notice thereof to the contractor specifying the violation with which the contractor is 
charged and a date, time and place at which a hearing before the city manager shall 
be held with regard to the violation. A contractor may appeal in writing the city 
manager’s decision to the city council. 
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(h) Prohibitions. 
 

(1) A person commits an offense if the person engages in any activity that requires a 
permit from the city, including the construction, demolition, repair, or renovation of 
any building or structure, for compensation, without first having registered as a 
contractor with the city. 

 
(2) A person commits an offense if the person performs for compensation without permit 

and/or registration. 
 
(Ordinance 19-846, sec. 1, adopted 6/13/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-5; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.02 CONSTRUCTION CODES AND STANDARDS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§4.02.001–4.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Building Code 
 
§4.02.031 Adopted; exceptions. 
 
(a) Adoption. There is hereby adopted by the city council for the purpose of establishing rules 
and regulations for the construction, alteration, removal, demolition, equipment, use and 
occupancy, location and maintenance of buildings and structures within the city, including 
permits and penalties, the code known as the International Building Code 2018, as published by 
the International Code Council, including appendices thereto, save and except such portions as 
are hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, and to the same extent is hereby adopted and 
incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling 
in the construction of all buildings and other structures within the city. A copy of such code is on 
file in the office of the city secretary. 
 
(b) Exceptions. 
 

(1) All “Type I Buildings” as illustrated in table 503, Allowable Building Heights and 
Areas, of the 2018 International Building Code shall not exceed 65 feet within the 
city limits; provided, however, a building constructed and licensed after December 8, 
2016 for hospital use, that is located on a tract of land larger than eight acres, that 
abuts a federal highway with service roads, and that has clearances from the Federal 
Aviation Administration and other applicable airport zoning authorities, shall not 
exceed 105 feet. 

 
(2) “Wind-Borne Debris Region” as defined by chapter 2, section 202, Definitions, of the 

2018 International Building Code shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

Wind-Borne Debris Region. Areas within hurricane-prone regions located: 
 

1. Within 1 mile (1.61 km) of the coastal mean high-water line where the ultimate 
design wind speed, Vult is 130 mph (58.1 m/s) or greater; or 
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2. In areas where the ultimate design wind speed is 142 mph (63.5 m/s) or greater. 

 
For Risk Category II buildings and structures and Risk Category III buildings and 
structures, except health care facilities, the windborne debris region shall be based on 
figure 1609A. For Risk Category IV buildings and structures and Risk Category III 
health care facilities, the windborne debris region shall be based on figure 1609B. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 9-21; Ordinance 89-427, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/89; Ordinance 00-548, sec. I, 
adopted 10/28/99; Ordinance 02-569, sec. I, adopted 3/28/02; Ordinance 14-733, sec. 1, adopted 
4/24/14; Ordinance 14-737, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; Ordinance 15-751, sec. 1, adopted 2/12/15; 
Ordinance 16-792, sec. 1, adopted 12/8/16; Ordinance 17-803, sec. 1, adopted 5/31/17; Ordinance 
19-836, sec. 1, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-56) 
 
§4.02.032 Conflicts. 
 
In the event of any conflict with the provisions of the code adopted by this division and the 
provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions of this 
code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling. (1973 
Code, sec. 8-17; 1991 Code, sec. 9-25; 2007 Code, sec. 12-57) 
 
§4.02.033 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporation counsel, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the city attorney. 
 
Municipality, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-21; 1991 Code, sec. 9-26; 2007 Code, sec. 12-58) 
 
§4.02.034 Permit fees. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued under this division, the applicant shall pay a permit fee in such 
amounts as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 8-23; 1991 Code, sec. 9-28; 2007 Code, sec. 12-59) 
 
§§4.02.035–4.02.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Residential Code 
 
§4.02.061 Adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations 
for the construction, alteration, removal, demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location and 
maintenance of buildings and structures within the city, including permits and penalties, the code 
known as the International Residential Code, 2018 edition, as published by the International Code 
Council, including appendices thereto, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, 
modified or amended, and to the same extent is hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set 
out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling in the construction of all 
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buildings and other structures within the city. A copy of such code is on file in the office of the 
city secretary. (1991 Code, sec. 9-21; Ordinance 89-427, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/89; Ordinance 00-
548, sec. I, adopted 10/28/99; Ordinance 02-569, sec. I, adopted 3/28/02; Ordinance 14-733, sec. 
1, adopted 4/24/14; Ordinance 14-737, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; Ordinance 19-836, sec. 1, adopted 
2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-56) 
 
§4.02.062 Conflicts. 
 
In the event of any conflict with the provisions of the code adopted by this division and the 
provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions of this 
code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling. (1973 
Code, sec. 8-17; 1991 Code, sec. 9-25; 2007 Code, sec. 12-57) 
 
§4.02.063 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporation counsel, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the city attorney. 
 
Municipality, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-21; 1991 Code, sec. 9-26; 2007 Code, sec. 12-58) 
 
§4.02.064 Permit fees. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued under this division, the applicant shall pay a permit fee in such 
amounts as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 8-23; 1991 Code, sec. 9-28; 2007 Code, sec. 12-59) 
 
§§4.02.065–4.02.090 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Existing Building Code 
 
§4.02.091 Adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations 
for the construction, alteration, removal, demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location and 
maintenance of buildings and structures within the city, including permits and penalties, the code 
known as the International Existing Building Code, 2018 edition, as published by the 
International Code Council, including appendices thereto, save and except such portions as are 
hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, and to the same extent is hereby adopted and 
incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling 
in the construction of all buildings and other structures within the city. A copy of such code is on 
file in the office of the city secretary. (1991 Code, sec. 9-21; Ordinance 89-427, sec. 1, adopted 
3/9/89; Ordinance 00-548, sec. I, adopted 10/28/99; Ordinance 02-569, sec. I, adopted 3/28/02; 
Ordinance 14-733, sec. 1, adopted 4/24/14; Ordinance 14-737, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; Ordinance 
19-836, sec. 1, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-56) 
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§4.02.092 Conflicts. 
 
In the event of any conflict with the provisions of the code adopted by this division and the 
provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions of this 
code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling. (1973 
Code, sec. 8-17; 1991 Code, sec. 9-25; 2007 Code, sec. 12-57) 
 
§4.02.093 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporation counsel, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the city attorney. 
 
Municipality, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-21; 1991 Code, sec. 9-26; 2007 Code, sec. 12-58) 
 
§4.02.094 Permit fees. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued under this division, the applicant shall pay a permit fee in such 
amounts as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 8-23; 1991 Code, sec. 9-28; 2007 Code, sec. 12-59) 
 
§§4.02.095–4.02.120 Reserved. 
 

Division 5. Mechanical Code 
 
§4.02.121 Adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council for the purpose of establishing rules and regulations 
for the construction, alteration, removal, demolition, equipment, use and occupancy, location and 
maintenance of buildings and structures within the city, including permits and penalties, the code 
known as the International Mechanical Code, 2018 edition, as published by the International 
Code Council, including appendices thereto, save and except such portions as are hereinafter 
deleted, modified or amended, and to the same extent is hereby adopted and incorporated as fully 
as if set out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling in the construction of 
all buildings and other structures within the city. A copy of such code is on file in the office of the 
city secretary. (1991 Code, sec. 9-21; Ordinance 89-427, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/89; Ordinance 00-
548, sec. I, adopted 10/28/99; Ordinance 02-569, sec. I, adopted 3/28/02; Ordinance 14-733, sec. 
1, adopted 4/24/14; Ordinance 14-737, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; Ordinance 19-836, sec. 1, adopted 
2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-56) 
 
§4.02.122 Conflicts. 
 
In the event of any conflict with the provisions of the code adopted by this division and the 
provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions of this 
code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling. (1973 
Code, sec. 8-17; 1991 Code, sec. 9-25; 2007 Code, sec. 12-57) 
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§4.02.123 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporation counsel, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the city attorney. 
 
Municipality, when used in the code adopted in this division, means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-21; 1991 Code, sec. 9-26; 2007 Code, sec. 12-58) 
 
§4.02.124 Permit fees. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued under this division, the applicant shall pay a permit fee in such 
amounts as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 8-23; 1991 Code, sec. 9-28; 2007 Code, sec. 12-59) 
 
§§4.02.125–4.02.150 Reserved. 
 

Division 6. Electrical Code 
 
§4.02.151 Adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council the 2017 edition of the National Electrical Code, as 
published by the National Fire Protection Association, being NFPA No. 70, and such code is 
hereby adopted as the minimum standard for the installation of all electrical wiring, devices and 
equipment in the city, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified or 
amended, and the same is hereby made a part of this division as fully and to the same extent as if 
copied herein in full. A copy of such code is on file in the office of the city secretary. (1973 Code, 
sec. 10-33; 1991 Code, sec. 9-126; Ordinance 10-687 adopted 9/9/10; Ordinance 14-733, sec. 2, 
adopted 4/24/14; Ordinance 19-836, sec. 2, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-77) 
 
§4.02.152 Conflicts. 
 
In the event of any conflict between the provisions of the code adopted by this division and 
applicable provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the provisions 
of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be controlling. 
(1973 Code, sec. 10-34; 1991 Code, sec. 9-128; 2007 Code, sec. 12-78) 
 
§4.02.153 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporate counsel or city attorney, when used in the code adopted by this division, means the 
city attorney of this city. 
 
Municipality or city, when used in the code adopted by this division, means the City of Humble, 
Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 10-35; 1991 Code, sec. 9-129; 2007 Code, sec. 12-79) 
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§4.02.154 Use of aluminum wire prohibited. 
 
The use of aluminum wire is hereby prohibited for electrical wiring purposes inside of any 
building or structure within the city. (1973 Code, sec. 10-37.1; 1991 Code, sec. 9-132; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-80) 
 
§4.02.155 Conformance with applicable regulations. 
 
All electrical construction and all materials and appliances used in connection with the 
installation, maintenance and operation of electrical wiring, apparatus or equipment for the 
utilization of electrical energy for light, heat or power, inside the limits of the city, shall conform 
to such special rules and regulations as may be embodied in this division and to the published 
rules and regulations of the National Electrical Code as currently adopted by the city, and the 
electric utility company’s meter loop specifications. Evidence that electric equipment is suitably 
safe to persons and property is solely based upon Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., approval. 
When changes or additions are being made to existing electrical installations they shall conform 
to the provisions of this division. (1973 Code, sec. 10-38; 1991 Code, sec. 9-133; Ordinance 91-
446 adopted 1/10/91; Ordinance 93-464 adopted 1/27/93; Ordinance 96-492, sec. VI, adopted 
1/11/96; 2007 Code, sec. 12-81) 
 
§4.02.156 Permit required. 
 
Before proceeding with the installation or alteration of or the addition to any electrical wiring or 
equipment within or on any building, structure or premises, publicly or privately owned, in the 
city, the master electrician in charge of such proposed work shall first file with the city electrical 
inspector an application requesting the inspection and secure a permit therefor. (1973 Code, sec. 
10-12; 1991 Code, sec. 9-101; 2007 Code, sec. 12-82) 
 
§4.02.157 Exemptions from permit requirement. 
 
No permit shall be required by this division to replace any electrical fixtures or appliances which 
require no change in the electric wiring for such fixture or appliance. (1973 Code, sec. 10-13; 
1991 Code, sec. 9-102; 2007 Code, sec. 12-83) 
 
§4.02.158 Application for permit. 
 
Application for a permit required by this division, describing the work to be done, shall: 
 

(1) Be made in writing to the city electrical inspector by the master electrician installing 
the work; 

 
(2) Give the exact street number of the premises on which work is to be done; 

 
(3) Provide the date inspection is desired; 

 
(4) Name the owner or occupant; and 
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(5) Name the electrician doing the work and the class of wiring. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 10-14; 1991 Code, sec. 9-103; Ordinance 96-492, sec. I, adopted 1/11/96; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-84) 
 
§4.02.159 Inspections. 
 
Two inspections shall be required of work coming under the provisions of this division as 
follows: 
 

(1) Rough-in inspection, or before any work, wire or device has been concealed; 
 

(2) Final inspection after all work has been completed. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 10-17; 1991 Code, sec. 9-106; Ordinance 96-492, sec. III, adopted 1/11/96; 
2007 Code, sec. 12-85) 
 
§4.02.160 Tag on inspected work. 
 
After inspecting the electrical wiring covered by any application for a permit and inspection 
under this division, the city electrical inspector shall leave a tag which shall state that the work 
has been inspected and approved or that it is not approved and must be held open for correction or 
the master electrician notified, and if the wiring is to be held open for inspection no person shall 
lath, coil or in any other manner conceal any wiring until he is informed that such wiring has been 
approved by the city electrical inspector. (1973 Code, sec. 10-18; 1991 Code, sec. 9-107; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-86) 
 
§4.02.161 Work not to be concealed before inspection. 
 
The master electrician shall have all electrical work installed by him inspected before such work 
is covered or concealed. All cabinet and panelboard covers or trims shall be left off for final 
inspection and any fitting or cover that conceals any wiring which may hinder the proper 
inspection of electrical work shall be removed by the master electrician at the request of the city 
electrical inspector. (1973 Code, sec. 10-19; 1991 Code, sec. 9-108; 2007 Code, sec. 12-87) 
 
§4.02.162 Certificate of inspection. 
 
(a) Upon completion and receipt of final inspection papers covering electrical work, the 
electrical inspector shall make a final inspection. If such work is found to comply with this 
division, a certificate of inspection shall be issued stating that the work has been done according 
to the provisions of this division and the rules governing the respective class to which it belongs. 
 
(b) This certificate shall not relieve the master electrician of his responsibility for any defective 
work that may have been concealed or escaped the notice of the electrical inspector. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 10-20; 1991 Code, sec. 9-109; 2007 Code, sec. 12-88) 
 
§4.02.163 Clearance prior to commencement of service. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any public service company operating in the city to furnish electrical 
current to any new building, tent, structure or outdoor wiring of any kind, nature or description, 
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without first obtaining clearance from the electrical inspector stating that such wiring is approved 
and a permit has been issued for the use of current. (1973 Code, sec. 10-21; 1991 Code, sec. 9-
110; Ordinance 96-492, sec. IV, adopted 1/11/96; 2007 Code, sec. 12-89) 
 
§§4.02.164–4.02.190 Reserved. 
 

Division 7. Plumbing and Gas 
 
§4.02.191 Plumbing License Law adopted. 
 
Before any person shall do any work or make any connections with the sewer system or the gas 
system in the city, or do any plumbing work connected or intended to be connected with the 
sewer or gas system, he shall be licensed as provided in the Plumbing License Law, V.T.C.A., 
Occupations Code chapter 1301. (1973 Code, sec. 23-1; 1991 Code, sec. 9-151; 2007 Code, sec. 
12-107) 
 
§4.02.192 Code adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council, for the purpose of regulating the installation, 
alteration, repair and modification of all plumbing and gas piping and appliances within the city, 
the code known as the International Plumbing Code, 2018 edition, as published by the 
International Code Council, and appendix H of the 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code as published by 
the International Association of Mechanical and Plumbing Officials, including appendices 
thereto, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified or amended, and to the 
same extent are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and the 
provisions thereof shall be controlling. A copy of such code is on file in the office of the city 
secretary. (1973 Code, sec. 23-2; 1991 Code, sec. 9-152; Ordinance 00-548, sec. II, adopted 
10/28/99; Ordinance 04-585, sec. I, adopted 2/12/04; Ordinance 10-687 adopted 9/9/10; 
Ordinance 14-737, sec. 2, adopted 7/24/14; Ordinance 19-836, sec. 3, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-108) 
 
§§4.02.193–4.02.220 Reserved. 
 

Division 8. Energy Conservation Code 
 
§4.02.221 Adopted. 
 
There is hereby adopted by the city council, for the purpose of establishing minimum design and 
construction requirements for energy efficiency within the city, the code known as the 
International Energy Conservation Code, 2018 edition, as published by the International Code 
Council, including appendices thereto, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, 
modified or amended, and to the same extent is hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set 
out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling within the city. A copy of such 
code is on file in the office of the city secretary. (Ordinance 14-737, sec. 1, adopted 7/24/14; 
Ordinance 19-836, sec. 4, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-121) 
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ARTICLE 4.03 SETBACK LINES AND FLOOR ELEVATIONS 
 
§4.03.001 Residential setback lines. 
 
(a) Residential setback lines shall control the construction, reconstruction, alteration or repair 
of dwellings within this city. The minimum residential setbacks shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Building setbacks: 
 

(A) Front yard: Twenty-five feet (25'). 
 

(B) Side yard: Seven and one-half feet (7.5'). 
 

(C) Back yard: Ten feet (10'). 
 

(D) Should any side other than the front of any residential lot side on any public 
right-of-way, private drive, street or alleyway, a setback of at least twenty feet 
(20') must be provided. 

 
(2) Setback dimensions shall be measured from the property line. 

 
(A) When a lot sides a private street, drive or alleyway, setback dimensions shall be 

measured from the edge of the pavement or curb. 
 
(b) Provided, however, that when a majority of existing structures in a block are not in 
conformance with the provisions of this section, the city council may grant approval to allow a 
new structure to be so located upon a lot as to be in line with such existing structures. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-24; 1991 Code, sec. 9-29; Ordinance 06-624, sec. III, adopted 6/13/06; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-130; Ordinance 21-894, sec. 1, adopted 3/11/21) 
 
§4.03.002 Commercial and multifamily setback lines. 
 
(a) Commercial setback lines shall control the construction, reconstruction, alteration, or repair 
of commercial structures within this city. The minimum commercial setbacks shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Front building line: Twenty-five feet (25'). 
 

(2) Side building line: Seven and one-half feet (7.5'). 
 

(3) Rear building line: Ten feet (10'). 
 

(4) Should any side other than the front of any commercial lot side on any public right-
of-way, private drive, street or alleyway, a setback of at least twenty feet (20') must 
be provided. 

 
(b) Before any commercial building slab is poured, a current survey showing the lot and exact 
locations of the proposed slab shall be presented to the building official. This survey shall be less 
than 90 days old. All commercial building slab elevations shall adhere to section 4.03.003. 
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(c) When the building official is called for a slab inspection, prior to the pouring of the slab, 
there must be in place at that time two front property corner stakes. One stake shall be at each of 
the outside front corners of the property. The stakes must be of the permanent kind (i.e., 36 inches 
long by five-eighths inch round steel rod), and must have been installed by a licensed surveyor 
and must not have been tampered with. 
 
(d) If, at the time of inspection, the stakes do not appear to be in the correct place in relation to 
the setback lines of the building, the inspector, at his discretion, may order the builder to furnish 
the city with a certified letter from the surveyor, stating that the stakes meet the above 
requirements. 
 
(e) Commercial buildings constructed on corner lots shall and/or may be constructed on the 
angular line created by connecting the 20-foot distance in both directions from the vertex of the 
corner. 
 
(f) Multifamily residential setback lines shall control the construction, reconstruction, 
alteration or repair of dwellings within this city. The minimum multifamily residential setbacks 
shall be as follows: 
 

(1) Front building line: Twenty-five feet (25'). 
 

(2) All other building lines: Twenty feet (20'). 
 
(g) Setback dimensions shall be measured from the property line. 
 

(1) When a lot sides a private street, drive or alleyway, setback dimensions shall be 
measured from the edge of the pavement or curb. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-24.1; 1991 Code, sec. 9-30; Ordinance 16-778, sec. 2, adopted 8/10/16; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-131; Ordinance 21-894, sec. 2, adopted 3/11/21) 
 
§4.03.003 Floor elevation requirements. 
 
All concrete slab floor elevations shall not be less than 12 inches above the top of the nearest 
sanitary sewer manhole, or not less than 12 inches above the crown of the street nearest thereto, 
whichever is the higher elevation. (1973 Code, sec. 8-25; 1991 Code, sec. 9-31; 2007 Code, sec. 
12-132) 
 
§4.03.004 Floor elevation requirements in specific areas of city. 
 
(a) Concrete slab floors of structures proposed in areas of the city where natural topography is 
significantly lower than the crown of the nearest street or the top of the nearest sanitary sewer 
manhole shall be constructed to a safe and adequate elevation above the natural ground. Factors 
determining finished floor elevation shall include condition and elevation of the nearest street, 
stormwater drainage conditions and highest recorded stormwater level in the location of proposed 
construction. Concrete slab floor elevations proposed in these limited areas of the city shall be 
approved by the building official and the city manager. 
 
(b) Concrete slab floors proposed in designated floodplains within the city shall comply with 
provisions of the National Flood Insurance Program. 
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(c) The following conditions must be met for any building permit for construction for 
residential use on land below the 500-year flood elevation: 
 

(1) The top of the subfloor of the lowest habitable floor must be elevated to two feet 
above the 500-year flood elevation. 

 
(2) Construction shall use methods and practices that will minimize flood damage and 

construction materials and utility equipment that are resistant to flood damage. 
FEMA Bulletins 1-93, 2-93 and 3-93 or subsequent revisions shall serve as the 
guideline for this requirement. 

 
(3) Unless dry-floodproofed, enclosed areas below the 500-year flood elevation must be 

equipped with flood openings or vents capable of equalizing water levels and 
hydrostatic loads. Covers of these openings must not interfere with the equalization 
of water levels in the event of a flood. A licensed architect or registered professional 
engineer shall certify the flood openings. 

 
(4) Thermal insulation used below the 500-year flood elevation shall be of a type that 

does not absorb water nor is buoyant. 
 

(5) Water heaters, furnaces, air conditioning systems, electrical distribution panels and 
any other mechanical or electrical equipment must be elevated to at least two feet 
above the 500-year flood elevation. Separate electrical circuits shall serve any level 
below the 500-year flood elevation and shall be dropped from above. 

 
(6) Basements are prohibited. 

 
(7) All air ducts, pipes, propane tanks and storage tanks located below the 500-year flood 

elevation shall be anchored to prevent flotation. Tanks and ducts shall be vented to at 
least two feet above the 500-year flood elevation. 

 
(d) In the event of a conflict between this article and article 4.05, the more stringent provisions 
shall apply. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 9-31.1; Ordinance 93-462 adopted 1/27/93; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 1, adopted 
2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 12-133) 
 
§4.03.005 Former single-family residential structures used for commercial or retail 
business. 
 
Former single-family residential structures that comply with residential building line setback 
requirements and that are sold or leased for proposed commercial or retail business operations 
shall not be required to provide one-hour rated interior construction. (1991 Code, sec. 9-32; 
Ordinance 93-463 adopted 1/27/93; 2007 Code, sec. 12-134) 
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ARTICLE 4.04 MOVING OR REMOVAL OF BUILDINGS 
 
§4.04.001 Permit required for moving building. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to move or cause to be moved a house or building from one 
location to another within the city or to move a house or building from without the city to a 
location within the city or to move a house or building within the city to a point outside the city or 
to move a house or building through the city upon city streets or public ways without first 
securing a permit therefor. (1973 Code, sec. 8-36; 1991 Code, sec. 9-51; 2007 Code, sec. 12-152) 
 
§4.04.002 Permit required for demolishing building. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to wreck or dismantle any house or building, the value of 
which exceeds $50.00, within the city without first securing a permit therefor. (1973 Code, sec. 8-
37; 1991 Code, sec. 9-52; 2007 Code, sec. 12-153) 
 
§4.04.003 Permit fees. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued under the provisions of this article, the applicant therefor shall 
pay a fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 8-38; 1991 Code, sec. 9-53; 2007 Code, sec. 12-154) 
 
§4.04.004 Application for permit. 
 
(a) Any person desiring a permit required by the provisions of this article shall make a written 
application therefor to the building inspector, which must be approved in writing by him, at least 
24 hours before the time such moving or demolition is to take place, setting forth: 
 

(1) The name of the owner of such house, building or structure, and its present location 
by lot and block number and street address; 

 
(2) The kind, condition, length, width and height thereof; 

 
(3) If the same has been rendered for taxes during the years it has occupied the real estate 

on which it is situated; 
 

(4) If all taxes due the city and the other taxing units on such real estate and 
improvements have been paid; 

 
(5) The proposed route to be followed in moving the house, building, structure or 

demolition material; 
 

(6) The name and address of the person who is to perform the moving; and 
 

(7) An agreement not to move the same until the permit is issued. 
 
(b) In addition to the foregoing requirements, such written application, when involving the 
issuance of a permit under section 4.04.001, shall state: 
 

(1) The proposed new location of the house, building or structure by lot, block number 
and street address; 
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(2) Whether such new location has any other structure on it; 

 
(3) On what part of such new location it is proposed to move the house, building or 

structure; 
 

(4) Whether such new location is on water, sewerage and electric lines and which, if any, 
of such services the property owner desires; 

 
(5) What sort of sanitary sewerage facilities the owner will provide for such house, 

building or structure; and 
 

(6) Whether application has been made for water, sewerage, electric light and power 
connections. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-39; 1991 Code, sec. 9-54; 2007 Code, sec. 12-155) 
 
§4.04.005 Approval by utility companies owning overhead wires. 
 
Before any permit shall issue under the provisions of this article, the person applying therefor 
shall obtain written approval from all persons or companies owning overhead wires or cables 
which cross any street, alley or public way, or any part of the same in the city over which the 
house, building, structure or demolition material will pass. (1973 Code, sec. 8-40; 1991 Code, 
sec. 9-55; 2007 Code, sec. 12-156) 
 
§4.04.006 Bond or deposit. 
 
(a) Any person desiring to move a house or building shall deposit with the city manager or 
designee the sum currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council 
from time to time upon condition and with the express agreement that the city is to retain such 
money for a period of 30 days after the house or building reaches its new location. If within such 
time it shall appear to the city council that any damage has been done to the streets or any wires, 
or any trees, or any other private or public property, in the opinion of such city council, then the 
city council shall, by resolution, assess the amount of such damage, after viewing the alleged 
property injured, either in favor of the city or the owner of the property in front of which the trees 
or other injured property may be situated or the owner of any private property alleged to have 
been injured, and the finding of such city council shall be final. The deposit of the money above 
referred to with the city manager or designee shall be held to be an express agreement to the 
terms and provisions of this section. Should the city manager or designee, upon the compliance 
with this section by any person, decline to issue such permit, an appeal may be had to the city 
council, which may, if it deems proper, authorize such use of the street, avenue or alley by 
resolution. 
 
(b) In lieu of the deposit herein required, those regularly engaged in house moving may file a 
surety bond or other bond as may be approved by the city council in the amount of $1,000.00, and 
such bond shall inure to the benefit of any person damaged, as well as to the city. It shall be
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conditioned that the principal will pay to the city or any other persons damaged thereby all such 
damages as may accrue to it or them by reason of moving such house or building along the streets 
permitted. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-41; 1991 Code, sec. 9-56; 2007 Code, sec. 12-157; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§4.04.007 Issuance of permit. 
 
The permit required by the provisions of this article shall be issued by the city manager or 
designee upon the payment of the required fee and the required cash or security bond. (1973 
Code, sec. 8-42; 1991 Code, sec. 9-57; 2007 Code, sec. 12-158; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§4.04.008 Restrictions on issuance of permit. 
 
In addition to the requirements for the issuance of a permit, it is further herein provided that no 
permit shall issue under this article unless all taxes due and owing the city on the real estate and 
improvements whereon such house, building or structure is situated, or on which such demolition 
is to take place, are fully paid, and a deposit for the taxes due or to become due for the current 
year, based on the previous year’s taxes if the tax rate has not been set for such current year, shall 
have been made with the city tax assessor and collector; nor shall such permit issue if the 
information contained in the written application for a permit shows that such moving or 
demolition will be in violation of any applicable provision of this code or ordinance of the city. 
(1973 Code, sec. 8-43; 1991 Code, sec. 9-58; 2007 Code, sec. 12-159) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.05 FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§4.05.001 Definitions. 
 
Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this article shall be interpreted to give 
them the meaning they have in common usage and to give this article its most reasonable 
application. 
 
Alluvial fan flooding means flooding occurring on the surface of an alluvial fan or similar 
landform which originates at the apex and is characterized by high-velocity flows; active 
processes of erosion, sediment transport, and deposition; and unpredictable flow paths. 
 
Apex means a point on an alluvial fan or similar landform below which the flow path of the major 
stream that formed the fan becomes unpredictable and alluvial fan flooding can occur. 
 
Appeal means a request for a review of the floodplain administrator’s interpretation of any 
provision of this article or a request for a variance. 
 
Appurtenant structure means a structure which is on the same parcel of property as the principal 
structure to be insured and the use of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. 
 
Area of future conditions flood hazard means the land area that would be inundated by the 0.2-
percent-annual (500-year) flood based on future conditions hydrology. 
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Area of moderate flood hazard means the land between the limits of the base flood and the 0.2-
percent-annual-chance (or 500-year) flood. They are shown on flood maps as zones labeled with 
the letters B or X (shaded). 
 
Area of shallow flooding means a designated AO, AH, AR/AO, AR/AH, or VO zone on a 
community’s flood insurance rate map (FIRM) with a one percent or greater annual chance of 
flooding to an average depth of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist, 
where the path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may be evident. Area of 
shallow flooding shall also include any area designated on the FIRM with a 0.2 percent or greater 
chance of flooding in any year (the 500-year floodplain). Such flooding is characterized by 
ponding or sheet flow. 
 
Area of special flood hazard means the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a 
one percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be designated as zone 
A on the flood hazard boundary map (FHBM). After detailed rate-making has been completed in 
preparation for publication of the FIRM, zone A usually is refined into zones A, AO, AH, A1-30, 
AE, A99, AR, AR/A1-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, AR/AH, AR/A, VO, V1-30, VE or V. Area of 
shallow flooding shall also include any area designated on the FIRM with a 0.2 percent or greater 
chance of flooding in any year (the 500-year floodplain). 
 
Base flood means the flood having a 0.2 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year, which is also known as the 500-year flood. 
 
Base flood elevation means the water surface elevation resulting from a 0.2 percent chance flood, 
which is also known as the 500-year flood. 
 
Basement means any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all 
sides. 
 
Breakaway wall means a wall that is not part of the structural support of the building and is 
intended through its design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forces, 
without causing damage to the elevated portion of the building or supporting foundation system. 
 
Critical feature means an integral and readily identifiable part of a flood protection system, 
without which the flood protection provided by the entire system would be compromised. 
 
Development means any man-made change to improved and unimproved real estate, including 
but not limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, 
excavation or drilling operations or storage of equipment or material. 
 
Elevated building means a nonbasement building built, in the case of a building in zones A-1-30, 
AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X, and D, to have the top of the elevated floor, or in the case of a 
building in zone V1-30, VE, or V, to have the bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member 
of the elevated floor, elevated above the ground level by means of pilings, columns (posts and 
piers), or shear walls parallel to the flow of the water; and adequately anchored so as not to 
impair the structural integrity of the building during a flood of up to the magnitude of the base 
flood. In the case of zones A1-30, AE, A, A99, AO, AH, B, C, X, and D, “elevated building” also 
includes a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter walls with openings 
sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of floodwaters. In the case of zone V1-30, VE, or 
V, “elevated building,” also includes a building otherwise meeting the definition of “elevated 
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building,” even though the lower area is enclosed by means of breakaway walls if the breakaway 
walls meet the standards of section 60.3(e)(5) of the National Flood Insurance Program 
regulations. 
 
Existing construction means, for the purposes of determining rates, structures for which the start 
of construction commenced before the effective date of the FIRM or before January 1, 1975, for 
FIRMs effective before that date. Existing construction may also be referred to as “existing 
structures.” 
 
Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision 
for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes 
are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, 
and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective 
date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a community. 
 
Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of 
additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured 
homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and 
either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 
 
Flood or flooding means a general or temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from: 
 

(1) The overflow of inland or tidal waters. 
 

(2) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 
 
Flood elevation study means an examination, evaluation and determination of flood hazards and, 
if appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations, or an examination, evacuation and 
determination of mudslide (i.e., mudflow) and/or flood-related erosion hazards. 
 
Flood insurance rate map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazards and the 
risk premium zones applicable to the community. 
 
Flood insurance study (FIS) means the official report provided by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. The report contains flood profiles, and water surface elevations of the base 
flood, as well as the flood boundary-floodway map. 
 
Flood protection system means those physical structural works for which funds have been 
authorized, appropriated, and expended and which have been constructed specifically to modify 
flooding in order to reduce the extent of the areas within a community subject to a special flood 
hazard and the extent of the depths of associated flooding. Such a system typically includes 
hurricane tidal barriers, dams, reservoirs, levees or dikes. These specialized flood-modifying 
works are those constructed in conformance with sound engineering standards. 
 
Floodplain or flood-prone area means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water 
from any source (see definition of flood). 
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Floodplain management means the operation of an overall program of corrective and preventive 
measures for reducing flood damage, including but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, 
flood control works and floodplain management regulations. 
 
Floodplain management regulations means zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, building 
codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances (such as a floodplain ordinance, grading 
ordinance and erosion control ordinance) and other applications of police power. The term 
describes such state or local regulations, in any combination thereof, which provide standards for 
the purpose of flood damage prevention and reduction. 
 
Floodway (regulatory floodway) means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the 
adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without 
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height. 
 
Flood-proofing means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or 
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real 
property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 
 
Functionally dependent use means a use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless it is 
located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, port 
facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and ship 
building and ship repair facilities, but does not include long-term storage or related manufacturing 
facilities. 
 
Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 
construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. 
 
Historic structure means any structure that is: 
 

(1) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a listing maintained 
by the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the 
Interior as meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; 

 
(2) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing 

to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily 
determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historical district; 

 
(3) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic 

preservation programs which have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or 
 

(4) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in communities with historic 
preservation programs that have been certified either: 

 
(A) By an approved state program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior; or 

 
(B) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without approved programs. 

 
Levee means a man-made structure, usually an earthen embankment, designed and constructed in 
accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the flow of water so as 
to provide protection from temporary flooding. 
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Levee system means a flood protection system which consists of a levee, or levees, and associated 
structures, such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and operated in 
accordance with sound engineering practices. 
 
Lowest floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An 
unfinished or flood-resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or 
storage in an area other than a basement area is not considered a building’s lowest floor, provided 
that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the applicable non-
elevation design requirement of section 60.3 of the National Flood Insurance Program 
regulations. 
 
Manufactured home means a structure transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a 
permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when 
connected to the required utilities. For floodplain management purposes the term “manufactured 
home” also includes park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles placed on a site for 
greater than 180 consecutive days. For insurance purposes the term “manufactured home” does 
not include park trailers, travel trailers, and other similar vehicles. 
 
Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided 
into two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 
 
Mean sea level means, for purposes of the National Flood Insurance Program, the National 
Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) of 1929 or other datum, to which base flood elevations shown 
on a community’s flood insurance rate map are referenced. 
 
Moderate flood hazard area means the same as “Area of moderate flood hazard” as previously 
defined in this section. 
 
New construction means, for the purpose of determining insurance rates, structures for which the 
start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after 
December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such 
structures. For floodplain management purposes, “new construction” means structures for which 
the start of construction commenced on or after the effective date of a floodplain management 
regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such 
structures. 
 
New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for 
which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to 
be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and 
either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pad(s)) is completed on or after the effective 
date of floodplain management regulations adopted by a community. 
 
Recreational vehicle means a vehicle which is (i) built on a single chassis; (ii) 400 square feet or 
less when measured at the largest horizontal projections; (iii) designed to be self-propelled or 
permanently towable by a light duty truck; and (iv) designed primarily not for use as a permanent 
dwelling but as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 
 
Riverine means relating to, formed by, or resembling a river (including tributaries), stream, brook, 
etc. 
 
Special flood hazard area. See “Area of special flood hazard.” 
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Start of construction (for other than new construction or substantial improvements under the 
Coastal Barrier Resources Act (Pub. L. 97-348)) includes substantial improvement and means the 
date the building permit was issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, placement, or other improvement was within 180 days of 
the permit date. The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction of a 
structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the 
construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a 
manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, 
such as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or 
walkways; nor does it include excavation for basement, footings, piers or foundations or the 
erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory 
buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main 
structure. For a substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration 
of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration 
affects the external dimensions of the building. 
 
Structure means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building, including a 
gas or liquid storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. 
 
Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of 
restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the 
market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 
 
Substantial improvement means any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the 
cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure either before the 
improvement or repair is started, or if the structure has been damaged and is being restored, 
before the damage occurred. For the purpose of this definition, substantial improvement is 
considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of 
the building commences, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
structure. The term does not, however, include either any project for improvement of a structure 
to comply with existing state or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which are 
solely necessary to assure safe living conditions, or any alteration of a structure listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or a state inventory of historic places. 
 
Variance means a grant of relief to a person from the requirements of this article when specific 
enforcement would result in unnecessary hardship. A variance, therefore, permits construction or 
development in a manner otherwise prohibited by this article. (For full requirements see section 
60.6 of the National Flood Insurance Program regulations.) 
 
Violation means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the 
community’s floodplain management regulations. A structure or other development without the 
elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance requested in section 
60.3(b)(5), (c)(4), (c)(10), (d)(3), (e)(2), (e)(4), or (e)(5) [of the National Flood Insurance 
Program regulations] is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation is 
provided. 
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Water surface elevation means the height, in relation to the North American Vertical Datum of 
1988 (NAVD 88), 2001 adjustment (or other datum, where specified), of floods of various 
magnitudes and frequencies in floodplains of coastal or riverine areas. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-1; Ordinance 88-413, art. 2, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 96-500, sec. 1, 
adopted 8/8/96; Ordinance 00-549, secs. 1, 2, adopted 11/16/99; Ordinance 07-637, sec. 1, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 12-217; Ordinance 
21-897, sec. 1, adopted 4/8/21; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§4.05.002 Statutory authorization. 
 
The legislature of the state has, in V.T.C.A., Water Code section 16.311 et seq., delegated the 
responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to minimize flood losses. 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-2; Ordinance 88-413, art. 1, sec. A, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
218) 
 
§4.05.003 Findings of fact. 
 
(a) The flood hazard areas of the city are subject to periodic inundation which results in loss of 
life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services, 
and extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, all of which adversely affect 
the public health, safety and general welfare. 
 
(b) These flood losses are created by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains which 
cause an increase in flood heights and velocities, and by the occupancy of flood hazard areas by 
uses vulnerable to floods and hazardous to other lands because they are inadequately elevated, 
floodproofed or otherwise protected from flood damage. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-3; Ordinance 88-413, art. 1, sec. B, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
219) 
 
§4.05.004 Statement of purpose. 
 
It is the purpose of this article to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to 
minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions 
designed to: 
 

(1) Protect human life and health. 
 

(2) Minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects. 
 

(3) Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally 
undertaken at the expense of the general public. 

 
(4) Minimize prolonged business interruptions. 

 
(5) Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, 

electric, telephone and sewer lines, streets and bridges located in floodplains. 
 

(6) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of 
flood-prone areas in such a manner as to minimize future flood blight areas. 
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(7) Ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a flood area. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-4; Ordinance 88-413, art. 1, sec. C, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
220) 
 
§4.05.005 Methods of reducing flood losses. 
 
In order to accomplish its purpose, this article uses the following methods: 
 

(1) Restrict or prohibit uses that are dangerous to health, safety or property in times of 
flood, or cause excessive increases in flood heights or velocities. 

 
(2) Require that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be 

protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction. 
 

(3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels and natural protective 
barriers, which are involved in the accommodation of floodwaters. 

 
(4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase flood 

damage. 
 

(5) Prevent or regulate the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert 
floodwaters or which may increase flood hazards to other lands. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-5; Ordinance 88-413, art. 1, sec. D, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
221) 
 
§4.05.006 Applicability. 
 
This article shall apply to all areas of special flood hazard and moderate flood hazard within the 
jurisdiction of the city. (1991 Code, sec. 12-6; Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. A, adopted 12/8/87; 
2007 Code, sec. 12-222; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 2, adopted 4/8/21) 
 
§4.05.007 Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard and moderate flood 
hazard. 
 
(a) The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) in a scientific and engineering report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for 
the City of Humble,” dated June 18, 2007, with accompanying flood insurance rate maps and 
flood boundary-floodway maps and any revisions or letter of map revisions thereto, are hereby 
adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this article. 
 
(b) The mapped floodplains, including the floodway, as maintained by the Harris County Flood 
Control District shall constitute prima facie evidence of the base flood elevation and floodplains. 
In the event of a conflict between the most current map maintained by the Harris County Flood 
Control District and FEMA, the more stringent shall apply. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-7; Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. B, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 05-602, sec. 
I, adopted 7/14/05; Ordinance 07-637, sec. 2, adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 3, adopted 
2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 12-223; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 3, adopted 4/8/21) 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-30 

 
§4.05.008 Establishment of development permit. 
 
A development permit shall be required to ensure conformance with the provisions of this article. 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-8; Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. C, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
224) 
 
§4.05.009 Compliance. 
 
No structure or land shall be located, altered or have its use changed without full compliance with 
the terms of this article and other applicable regulations. (1991 Code, sec. 12-9; Ordinance 88-
413, art. 3, sec. D, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-225) 
 
§4.05.010 Abrogation and greater restrictions. 
 
This article is not intended to repeal, abrogate or impair any existing easements, covenants or 
deed restrictions. However, where this article and another ordinance conflict or overlap, 
whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions shall prevail. (1991 Code, sec. 12-10; 
Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. E, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-226) 
 
§4.05.011 Interpretation. 
 
In the interpretation and application of this article, all provisions shall be: 
 

(1) Considered as minimum requirements. 
 

(2) Liberally construed in favor of the city council. 
 

(3) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-11; Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. F, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
227) 
 
§4.05.012 Warning and disclaimer of liability. 
 
The degree of flood protection required by this article is considered reasonable for regulatory 
purposes and is based on scientific and engineering considerations. On rare occasions greater 
floods can and will occur and flood heights may be increased by man-made or natural causes. 
This article does not imply that land outside the areas of special flood hazards and moderate flood 
hazards or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This 
article shall not create liability on the part of the community or any official or employee thereof 
for any flood damages that result from reliance on this article or any administrative decision 
lawfully made hereunder. (1991 Code, sec. 12-12; Ordinance 88-413, art. 3, sec. G, adopted 
12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-228; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 4, adopted 4/8/21) 
 
§4.05.013 Penalties for noncompliance. 
 
No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted, or altered 
without full compliance with the terms of this article and other applicable regulations. Violations 
of the provisions of this article by failure to comply with any of its requirements (including 
violations of conditions and safeguards established in connection with conditions) shall constitute 
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a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this article or fails to comply with any of its 
requirements shall upon conviction thereof be fined not more than $2,000.00 for each violation, 
and in addition shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case. Nothing herein contained 
shall prevent the city from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy 
any violation. (Ordinance 07-642, sec. 1, adopted 6/28/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-229) 
 
§§4.05.014–4.05.040 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Administration 
 
§4.05.041 Designation of floodplain administrator. 
 
The city manager is hereby appointed the floodplain administrator to administer and implement 
the provisions of this division and other appropriate sections of 44 CFR (National Flood 
Insurance Program regulations) pertaining to floodplain management. (1991 Code, sec. 12-41; 
Ordinance 88-413, art. 4, sec. A, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-250) 
 
§4.05.042 Duties and responsibilities of floodplain administrator. 
 
Duties and responsibilities of the floodplain administrator shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following: 
 

(1) Maintain and hold open for public inspection all records pertaining to the provisions 
of this article. 

 
(2) Review permit applications to determine whether proposed building sites will be 

reasonably safe from flooding. 
 

(3) Review, approve or deny all applications for development permits required by 
adoption of this article. 

 
(4) Review permits for proposed development to ensure that all necessary permits have 

been obtained from those federal, state or local governmental agencies (including 
section 404 of the federal Water Pollution Control Act amendments of 1972, 33 USC 
1334) from which prior approval is required. 

 
(5) Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of the boundaries of the areas 

of special flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict between a 
mapped boundary and actual field conditions), the floodplain administrator shall 
make the necessary interpretation. 

 
(6) Notify, in riverine situations, adjacent communities and the state coordinating 

agency, which is the state commission on environmental quality, prior to any 
alteration or relocation of a watercourse, and submit evidence of such notification to 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 
(7) Ensure that the flood-carrying capacity within the altered or relocated portion of any 

watercourse is maintained. 
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(8) When base flood elevation data has not been provided in accordance with section 
4.05.007, the floodplain administrator shall obtain, review and reasonably utilize any 
base flood elevation data and floodway data available from a federal, state or other 
source, in order to administer the provisions of division 3 of this article. 

 
(9) When a regulatory floodway has not been designated, the floodplain administrator 

must require that no new construction, substantial improvements, or other 
development (including fill) shall be permitted within zones A1-30 and AE on the 
community’s FIRM, unless it is demonstrated that the cumulative effect of the 
proposed development, when combined with all other existing and anticipated 
development, will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood more 
than one foot at any point within the community. 

 
(10) Under the provisions of 44 CFR chapter 1, section 65.12, of the National Flood 

Insurance Program regulations, a community may approve certain development in 
zones A1-30, AE, [and] AH, on the community’s FIRM which increases the water 
surface elevation of the base flood by more than 1 foot, provided that the community 
first completes all of the provisions required by section 65.12. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-42; Ordinance 88-413, art. 4, sec. B, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
secs. 3, 4, adopted 5/24/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-251) 
 
§4.05.043 Permit procedures. 
 
(a) Application for a floodplain development permit shall be presented to the floodplain 
administrator on forms furnished by him/her and may include, but not be limited to, plans in 
duplicate drawn to scale showing the location, dimensions, and elevation of proposed landscape 
alterations, existing and proposed structures, and the location of the foregoing in relation to areas 
of special flood hazard and moderate flood hazard. Additionally, the following information is 
required: 
 

(1) Elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of 
all new and substantially improved structures. 

 
(2) Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any nonresidential structure shall be 

floodproofed. 
 

(3) A certificate from a registered professional engineer or architect that the 
nonresidential floodproofed structure shall meet the floodproofing criteria of section 
4.05.072(2). 

 
(4) Description of the extent to which any watercourse or natural drainage will be altered 

or relocated as a result of proposed development. 
 
(b) Approval or denial of a floodplain development permit by the floodplain administrator shall 
be based on all of the provisions of this article and the following relevant factors: 
 

(1) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage. 
 

(2) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the 
effect of such damage on the individual owner. 
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(3) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others. 

 
(4) The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development. 

 
(5) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency 

vehicles. 
 

(6) The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions 
including maintenance and repair of streets and bridges, and public utilities and 
facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems. 

 
(7) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment transport of the 

floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site. 
 

(8) The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable. 
 

(9) The availability of alternative locations, not subject to flooding or erosion damage, 
for the propose use. 

 
(10) The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan for that area. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-43; Ordinance 88-413, art. 4, sec. C, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
secs. 5, 6, adopted 5/24/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-252; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 5, adopted 4/8/21) 
 
§4.05.044 Variance procedures. 
 
(a) The city council shall hear and render judgments on requests for variances from the 
requirements of this article. 
 
(b) The city council shall hear and render judgment on an appeal only when it is alleged there 
is an error in any requirement, decision or determination made by the floodplain administrator in 
the enforcement or administration of this division. 
 
(c) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the city council may appeal such decision in the 
courts of competent jurisdiction. 
 
(d) The floodplain administrator shall maintain a record of all actions involving an appeal and 
shall report variances to the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request. 
 
(e) Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation or restoration of structures 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places or the state inventory of historic places, without 
regard to the procedures set forth in the remainder of this article. 
 
(f) Variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be erected 
on a lot of one-half acre or less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing 
structures constructed below the base flood level, providing the relevant factors in section 
4.05.043 have been fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond the one-half acre, the 
technical justification required for issuing the variance increases. 
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(g) Upon consideration of the factors noted above and the intent of this article, the city council 
may attach such conditions to the granting of variances as it deems necessary to further the 
purpose and objectives provided in section 4.05.004. 
 
(h) Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any increase in flood levels 
during the base flood discharge would result. 
 
(i) Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of historic structures upon a 
determination that the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure’s continued 
designation as a historic structure and the variance is the minimum necessary to preserve the 
historic character and design of the structure. 
 
(j) Prerequisites for granting variances: 
 

(1) Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum 
necessary, considering the flood hazard, to afford relief. 

 
(2) Variances shall only be issued upon: 

 
(A) Showing a good and sufficient cause. 

 
(B) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional 

hardship to the applicant. 
 

(C) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased 
flood heights, additional threats to public safety, or extraordinary public 
expense, create nuisances, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or 
conflict with existing local laws or ordinances. 

 
(3) Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the 

structure will be permitted to be built with the lowest elevation below the base flood 
elevation, and that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate with the 
increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest flood elevation. 

 
(k) Variances may be issued by a community for new construction and substantial 
improvements and for other development necessary for the conduct of a functionally dependent 
use provided that: 
 

(1) The criteria outlined in subsections (a) through (g) above are met. 
 

(2) The structure or other development is protected by methods that minimize flood 
damages during the base flood and create no additional threat to public safety. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-44; Ordinance 88-413, art. 4, sec. D, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
sec. 7, adopted 5/24/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-253; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§§4.05.045–4.05.070 Reserved. 
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Division 3. Flood Hazard Reduction Standards 
 
§4.05.071 General standards. 
 
In all areas of special flood hazards and moderate flood hazards, the following provisions are 
required for all new construction and substantial improvements: 
 

(1) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be designed (or modified) 
and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the 
structure resulting from hydrodynamic and hydrostatic loads, including the effects of 
buoyancy. 

 
(2) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods 

and practices that minimize flood damage. 
 

(3) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials 
resistant to flood damage. 

 
(4) All new construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed with electrical, 

heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment and other service 
facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding. 

 
(5) All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or 

eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the system. 
 

(6) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or 
eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the system and discharge from the system 
into floodwaters. 

 
(7) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or 

contamination from them during flooding. 
 

(8) Compensating floodplain mitigation will be required for any fill placed below the 
base flood elevation (as defined above) for any new construction or substantial 
improvements. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-66; Ordinance 88-413, art. 5, sec. A, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
285; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 6, adopted 4/8/21; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§4.05.072 Specific standards. 
 
In all areas of special flood hazards and moderate flood hazards where base flood elevation data 
has been provided as set forth in section 4.05.007, section 4.05.042(8), or section 4.05.073(c), the 
following provisions are required: 
 

(1) Residential construction. New construction and substantial improvements of any 
residential structure shall have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated to or 
above two feet above the base flood elevation. A registered professional engineer, 
architect or land surveyor shall submit a certification to the floodplain administrator 
that the standard of this subsection, as proposed in section 4.05.043(a)(1), is satisfied. 
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(2) Nonresidential construction. New construction and substantial improvements of any 

commercial, industrial or other nonresidential structure shall either have the lowest 
floor (including basement) elevated to the higher elevation of two feet or more above 
the one percent annual chance (100-year) flood level or at or above the base flood 
elevation, per the effected [effective] flood insurance study (FIS); or together with 
attendant utility and sanitary facilities, be designed so that below the base flood 
elevation the structure is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the 
passage of water and with structural components having the capability of resisting 
hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. A registered 
professional engineer or architect shall develop and/or review structural design, 
specifications and plans for the construction, and shall certify that the design and 
methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards of practice as 
outlined in this subsection. A record of such certification which includes the specific 
elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which such structures are flood-proofed 
shall be maintained by the floodplain administrator. 

 
(3) Enclosures. New construction and substantial improvements with fully enclosed 

areas below the lowest floor that are subject to flooding shall be designed to 
automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by allowing for the 
entry and exit of floodwaters. Designs for meeting this requirement must either be 
certified by a registered professional engineer or architect or meet or exceed the 
following minimum criteria: 

 
(A) A minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one square 

inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be 
provided. 

 
(B) The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade. 

 
(C) Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or 

devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 
 

(4) Manufactured homes. 
 

(A) Require that all manufactured homes to be placed within zone A shall be 
installed using methods and practices which minimize flood damage. For the 
purpose of this requirement, manufactured homes must be elevated and 
anchored to resist flotation, collapse or lateral movement. Methods of 
anchoring may include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame ties 
to ground anchors. This requirement is in addition to applicable state or local 
anchoring requirements for resisting wind forces. 

 
(B) Require that manufactured homes that are placed or substantially improved 

within zones A1-30, AH, AE, and Shaded X on the community’s FIRM on 
sites (i) outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision, (ii) in a new 
manufactured home park or subdivision, (iii) in an expansion to an existing 
manufactured home park or subdivision, or (iv) in an existing manufactured 
home park or subdivision on which a manufactured home has incurred 
substantial damage as a result of a flood, be elevated on a permanent 
foundation such that the lowest floor of the manufactured home is elevated to 
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or above two feet above the base flood elevation and be securely anchored to 
an adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and 
lateral movement. 

 
(C) Require that manufactured homes being placed or substantially improved on 

sites in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision within zones A1-
30, AH, AE, and Shaded X on the community’s FIRM that are not subject to 
the provisions of subsection (4) of this section be elevated so that either: 

 
(i) The lowest floor of the manufactured home is at or above two feet above 

the base flood elevation; or 
 

(ii) The manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other 
foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less than 
36 inches in height above grade and be securely anchored to an 
adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse, and 
lateral movement. 

 
(5) Recreational vehicles. Require that recreational vehicles placed on sites within zones 

A1-30, AH and AE on the community’s FIRM either (i) be on the site for fewer than 
180 consecutive days, or (ii) be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or (iii) meet 
the permit requirements of section 4.05.043, and the elevation and anchoring 
requirements for manufactured homes in subsection (4) of this section. A recreational 
vehicle is ready for highway use if it is on its wheels or jacking system, is attached to 
the site only by quick-disconnect type utilities and security devices, and has no 
permanently attached additions. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-67; Ordinance 88-413, art. 5, sec. B, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
secs. 8–10, adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 4, adopted 2/22/18; Ordinance 19-834, sec. 
1, adopted 1/10/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-286; Ordinance 21-897, sec. 7, adopted 4/8/21) 
 
§4.05.073 Standards for subdivision proposals. 
 
(a) All subdivision proposals, including manufactured home parks and subdivisions, shall be 
consistent with sections 4.05.003, 4.05.004 and 4.05.005. 
 
(b) All proposals for the development of subdivisions, including manufactured home parks and 
subdivisions, shall meet the development permit requirements of section 4.05.008 and section 
4.05.043, and the provisions of this division. 
 
(c) Base flood elevation data shall be generated for subdivision proposals and other proposed 
development, including manufactured home parks and subdivisions, which is greater than 50 lots 
or five acres, whichever is lesser, if not otherwise provided pursuant to section 4.05.007 or 
section 4.05.042(8). 
 
(d) All subdivision proposals, including manufactured home parks and subdivisions, shall have 
adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards. 
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(e) All subdivision proposals, including manufactured home parks and subdivisions, shall have 
public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water systems located and 
constructed to minimize or eliminate flood damage. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-68; Ordinance 88-413, art. 5, sec. C, adopted 12/8/87; 2007 Code, sec. 12-
287) 
 
§4.05.074 Standards for areas of shallow flooding (AO/AH zones). 
 
Located within the areas of special flood hazard established in section 4.05.007 are areas 
designated as shallow flooding. These areas have special flood hazards associated with base flood 
depths of one to three feet where a clearly defined channel does not exist and where the path of 
flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may be evident. Such flooding is characterized 
by ponding or sheet flow; therefore, the following provisions apply: 
 

(1) All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures have the 
lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least 
as high as the depth number in feet on the community’s FIRM (at least two feet if no 
depth number is specified). 

 
(2) All new construction and substantial improvements of nonresidential structures: 

 
(A) Have the lowest floor (including basement) elevated above the highest adjacent 

grade at least as high as the depth number specified in feet on the community’s 
FIRM (at least two feet if no depth number is specified); or 

 
(B) Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities be designed so that below 

the base specified flood depth in an AO zone, or below the base flood elevation 
in an AH zone, level the structure is watertight with walls substantially 
impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the 
capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of 
buoyancy. 

 
(3) A registered professional engineer or architect shall submit a certification to the 

floodplain administrator that the standards of this section, as proposed in section 
4.05.073 [4.05.043], are satisfied. 

 
(4) Require within zone AH or AO adequate drainage paths around structures on slopes 

to guide floodwaters around and away from proposed structures. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-69; Ordinance 88-413, art. 5, sec. D, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
sec. 11, adopted 5/24/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-288) 
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§4.05.075 Floodways. 
 
Located within areas of special flood hazard established in section 4.05.007 are areas designed as 
floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of floodwaters, 
which carry debris, potential projectiles and erosion potential, the following provisions shall 
apply: 
 

(1) Encroachments are prohibited, including fill, new construction, substantial 
improvements and other development, within the adopted regulatory floodway unless 
certification by a professional registered engineer or architect is provided 
demonstrating that encroachments shall not result in any increase in flood levels with 
the community during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

 
(2) If subsection (1) of this section is satisfied, all new construction and substantial 

improvements shall comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction provisions of 
this article. 

 
(3) Under the provisions of 44 CFR chapter 1, section 65.12, of the National Flood 

Insurance Program regulations, a community may permit encroachments within the 
adopted regulatory floodway that would result in an increase in base flood elevations, 
provided that the community first completes all of the provisions required by section 
65.12. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 12-70; Ordinance 88-413, art. 5, sec. E, adopted 12/8/87; Ordinance 07-637, 
sec. 12, adopted 5/24/07; 2007 Code, sec. 12-289) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.06 MINIMUM PROPERTY STANDARDS 
 
§4.06.001 Compliance. 
 
(a) It is unlawful for a person knowingly to allow a property of which the person has 
ownership or control to be kept or used in violation of this article. 
 
(b) Each person who owns or otherwise has control of a property is responsible for maintaining 
in a sanitary condition the shared or public areas of the property and the premises thereof. 
 
(Ordinance 17-797, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-400) 
 
§4.06.002 Responsibilities of owner. 
 
(a) General maintenance. An owner of property is responsible for maintaining their property in 
a safe and sanitary condition and in compliance with this article. Compliance with this article 
does not equate to compliance with the various technical codes as approved, or vice versa. 
 
(b) Property standards. An owner of property shall: 
 

(1) Eliminate any unprotected hole, open excavation, sharp protrusion from the ground 
or walls, and any other object or condition on the premises reasonably likely to cause 
injury to an individual; 
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(2) Securely seal or plug any unused water well; secure any pump house and electrical 
service for operating water wells; remove an unused septic tank or grease trap, or 
pump the effluent and fill the tank or trap with soil or sand; remove or fill an unused 
cesspool or cistern with soil or sand; and securely cover all septic tanks or grease 
traps in service; 

 
(3) Remove dead trees, tree limbs, and other debris reasonably likely to cause injury to 

an individual or to provide living or breeding places for insects, ectoparasites, or 
rodents, provided that a reasonably sized accumulation of compost shall not 
constitute a violation of this subsection; and 

 
(4) Keep doors and windows of any vacant portion of a building secured. 

 
(c) Structural standards. An owner of property shall: 
 

(1) Protect the exterior surfaces subject to decay by application of a protective covering 
or coating or other surface preservative; 

 
(2) Fill any unprotected or unenclosed hollow masonry piers, foundation holes, and other 

openings reasonably likely to cause injury to an individual; 
 

(3) Provide and maintain handrails for stairways, ramps, balconies, and porches more 
than 30 inches above grade; 

 
(4) Maintain buildings intended for human occupancy in a weatherproof condition; 

 
(5) Maintain floors, supporting walls, ceilings, and all supporting structural members in a 

sound and safe condition, capable of bearing imposed loads safely; 
 

(6) Maintain each inside and outside stairway, porch, and appurtenance thereto in a 
sound and safe condition, capable of bearing imposed loads safely; 

 
(7) Provide cross-ventilation of not less than one and one-half square feet for each 25 

linear feet of wall in each basement or crawl space not mechanically ventilated; 
 

(8) Repair or replace any chimney flue or vent attachment reasonably likely to constitute 
a health or safety hazard; 

 
(9) In a floor, wall, ceiling, porch, step, or balcony, repair any hole, crack, break, or 

loose material reasonably likely to constitute a health or safety hazard; 
 

(10) For the flooring or subflooring of each bathroom and other room containing a toilet, 
provide and maintain a moisture-resistant finish or material, such as ceramic tile or 
vinyl; and 

 
(11) Maintain all fences and accessory structures, including detached garages, carports, 

sally ports, and sheds, and covered breezeways, in a structurally sound condition and 
in good repair. 
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(d) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution of an owner for violation of this section that: 
 

(1) The property is the site of new construction and reasonable and continuous progress 
is being made to complete the construction; 

 
(2) The violation was not capable of discovery by the owner upon reasonable 

investigation or inspection. 
 
(Ordinance 17-797, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-401) 
 
§4.06.003 Responsibilities of occupant. 
 
An occupant, with regard to any portion of a building under the occupant’s control, shall: 
 

(1) Keep the premises free from refuse and other conditions likely to encourage 
infestation by insects, ectoparasites, or rodents. 

 
(2) Install in accordance with applicable codes and laws any plumbing fixtures, heating 

equipment, electrical equipment, and mechanical equipment supplied by the 
occupant. 

 
(3) Not alter the property so as to create a violation of this code. 

 
(Ordinance 17-797, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-402) 
 
§4.06.004 Retaliation against residents prohibited. 
 
It is unlawful for an owner or manager of a property to retaliate against a resident for reporting 
potential violations of this article. Without limitation of the foregoing, the actions constituting 
retaliation set forth in V.T.C.A. Property Code chapter 92, subchapter H, as may be amended 
from time to time, are hereby incorporated by reference and constitute events of retaliation under 
this section. (Ordinance 17-797, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-403) 
 
§4.06.005 Enforcement; penalty. 
 
Upon discovery of a violation of this article, the chief building official or code enforcement 
officer may issue to the violator a citation enforceable in municipal court, provided that the 
violation remains after the chief building official or code enforcement officer has issued to the 
violator a written warning affording a reasonable opportunity to cure the violation. Any person 
who shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal negligence violate any provision 
of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in 
accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of 
violation shall constitute a separate offense. (Ordinance 17-797, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/17; 2007 
Code, sec. 16-404; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
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ARTICLE 4.07 SIGNS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§4.07.001 Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this article is to establish reasonable regulations for the design, construction, 
installation, and maintenance of all exterior signs within the city in order to: 
 

(1) Balance the right of individuals to identify their businesses and convey their 
messages and the right of the public to be protected against the unrestricted 
proliferation of signs; 

 
(2) Further the objectives of the city’s comprehensive plan; 

 
(3) Protect the public health, safety, and welfare; 

 
(4) Reduce traffic hazards; 

 
(5) Facilitate the creation of an attractive and harmonious community; 

 
(6) Protect property values; 

 
(7) Promote economic development; and 

 
(8) Preserve the right of free speech exercised through the use of signs containing 

noncommercial messages. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-1) 
 
§4.07.002 Definitions. 
 
As used in this article, unless the context indicates otherwise: 
 
Advertising means to seek the attraction of or to direct the attention of the public to any goods, 
services, business, activity, or merchandise of any kind or type. 
 
Amateur ball park signs means those signs constructed, attached, hung, placed, suspended, 
affixed, or painted upon a structure in an amateur ball park that seek the attention of or direct the 
attention of patrons of the ball park to any goods, services, business, activities, or merchandise of 
any kind or type. 
 
Billboard sign means a sign that advertises goods, products or services that are not sold, 
manufactured or distributed on or from the premises or facilities on which the sign is located. 
 
Business establishment means any property, building, or structure, permanent or temporary, used 
for the purpose of conducting in said building or structure, or on said property, a legitimate 
commercial enterprise in compliance with all ordinances and regulations of the city governing 
such activity; “business establishment” shall not include any property, building, or structure used 
for the primary purpose of securing a permit to erect a sign. 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-43 

Business purposes means the erection or use of any property, building, or structure, permanent or 
temporary, used for the purpose of conducting in said building or structure, or on said property, a 
legitimate commercial enterprise in compliance with all ordinances and regulations of the city 
governing such activity; business purpose shall not include any property, building, or structure 
erected or used for the primary purpose of securing a permit to erect a sign. 
 
City manager means the person appointed by the mayor and approved by the city council to 
administer, enforce, and carry out the terms and conditions of this article and all other provisions 
of laws or ordinances relating to signs. The term “city manager” includes the city manager’s 
designee. 
 
Erect means to build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, affix, or paint a sign. 
 
Facing or surface means the surface of the sign upon, against, or through which a message is 
displayed or illustrated on the sign. 
 
Feather sign means a freestanding wind device consisting of a loose cloth, plastic or polyknit sign 
face that flutters in the wind from a harpoon-style pole or staff driven into the ground for support, 
or having a crossbar base suitable for standing or weighting the sign securely on a hard surface, 
and any functionally similar display devices. 
 
Illuminated sign means any sign that has characters, letters, fixtures, designs, or outlines 
illuminated externally by electric lights or internally by luminous tubes or other devices. 
 
Incombustible material means any material that will not ignite at or below a temperature of 1,200 
degrees Fahrenheit and will not continue to burn or glow at that temperature. 
 
Inflatable sign means an air- or gas-filled device anchored or tethered to a building, the ground or 
a site and used for the purposes of signage or attention-getting. 
 
Monument sign means any freestanding sign having a low profile and made of masonry, metal, 
rounded wood planks or beams, durable plastic or similar materials, including individual 
lettering, which repeat or harmonize with the architecture of the establishment it serves. 
Monument signs must be built on a monument base as opposed to a pole base. 
 
Multifamily dwelling complex means a townhouse, condominium, or apartment complex of one or 
more buildings or portions thereof located on a single tract of land that contain three or more 
separate dwelling units that share means of egress and other essential facilities. 
 
Off-premises sign means any sign advertising a business, person, activity, goods, products, or 
services not usually located on the premises where the sign is installed and maintained, or that 
directs persons to any location not on the premises. 
 
On-premises sign means any sign identifying or advertising the person, activity, goods, business, 
products, or services primarily sold or offered for sale on the premises or property where the sign 
is installed and maintained when such premises is used for business purposes. 
 
Permittee means a person receiving a sign permit pursuant to the provisions of this article. 
 
Person means an individual, company, corporation, partnership, association, or any other entity. 
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Pole sign means any sign supported by one or more columns, poles, uprights, or braces anchored 
in or on the ground and not attached to any building and as defined by the International Building 
Code adopted by article 4.02 of this code. 
 
Portable sign means any sign designed or constructed to be easily moved from one location to 
another and which is mounted upon or designed to be mounted upon a wheeled carrier or other 
framed structure. 
 
Residential purposes means property devoted to use as a single-family or multifamily residence. 
Residential purposes shall include, but not be limited to, property used for houses, apartments, 
duplexes, condominiums, townhouses, townhomes, and patio homes; property used for hotels, 
motels, and boardinghouses shall not be considered as used for residential purposes. 
 
Right-of-way means that property or right-of-way owned by the city, county, or state and used for 
the purposes of roads, highways, drainage, and public utilities. 
 
Shopping center or integrated business development means a commercial development, such as a 
strip center, mall, multi-tenant office building, commercial center, or industrial complex, in which 
two or more separate businesses occupy a single or multiple structure which share on-site parking 
facilities and common driveways. 
 
Sign means any writing, pictorial representation, illustration, emblem, symbol, design, or other 
figure of similar character which is a structure or a part thereof, or is attached to or in any manner 
represented on a building or other structure, is placed out-of-doors in view of the general public, 
and is used for purposes of advertisement, announcement, declaration, demonstration, display, 
identification, or expression. The term “sign” shall include the sign structure. 
 
Sign permit means a permit issued by the city to erect a sign. Additionally, a sign permit refers to 
the continuing authorization by the city for the permit holder to maintain and operate a sign 
within the city while such sign conforms to the provisions of this article. 
 
Sign structure means any structure, device, or system which supports or is capable of supporting 
a sign. 
 
Temporary business sign means any sign, banner, pennant, or other advertising display 
constructed of cloth, canvas, light fabric, cardboard, or other light materials, with or without 
frames, with or without words, intended to be displayed for a limited period of time on the 
property of the business. 
 
Wall sign means any sign mounted parallel to a wall of any building extending 18 inches or less 
horizontally from the structure to which it is affixed. 
 
Wind device sign means any flag, banner, pennant, streamer, balloon, or similar sign made of 
cloth, canvas, plastic, or other flexible material, with or without a frame or other supporting 
structure, that moves or is designed or intended to move or blow in the wind. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; Ordinance 17-806, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 
Code, sec. 33-2) 
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§4.07.003 Sign districts created. 
 
There are hereby created the following sign districts: 
 

(1) Sign District A. Sign District A shall include all property located within the city: 
 

(A) Adjacent to and fronting on the right-of-way of I-59 and its frontage roads; 
 

(B) Adjacent to and fronting on the right-of-way of FM 1960 Bypass Road East; 
 

(C) Adjacent to and fronting on the right-of-way of FM 1960 Bypass Road West; 
or 

 
(D) Adjacent to and fronting Will Clayton Parkway and its frontage roads. 

 
(2) Sign District B. Sign District B shall include all property that is not included within 

Sign District A located within the city: 
 

(A) Adjacent to and fronting on the rights-of-way of State Spur 184; 
 

(B) Adjacent to and fronting on the rights-of-way of Wilson Road; or 
 

(C) Adjacent to and fronting on the rights-of-way of Houston Avenue between 
Issacks and First streets. 

 
(3) Sign District C. Sign District C shall include all property that is not located within 

Sign District A or Sign District B. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-3) 
 
§§4.07.004–4.07.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Permit and Standards 
 
§4.07.031 Permit required. 
 
Except as provided in section 4.07.061 hereof, it shall be unlawful for any person to erect, 
relocate, or structurally alter any sign or other advertising structure as defined in this article 
without first obtaining a sign permit from the city manager and paying the permit fee required by 
section 4.07.034. Additionally, all illuminated signs shall be subject to the provisions of the city’s 
electrical code and its requisite permit fees. No permit is required for change of copy or message 
or for repair, repainting, or maintenance that does not entail structural change. (Ordinance 09-
668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-26) 
 
§4.07.032 Application for permit. 
 
Application for a sign permit shall be made upon a form provided by the city manager and shall 
contain and have attached the following information: 
 

(1) The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant; 
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(2) The location of the building, structure, or lot to which or upon which the sign or other 
advertising structure is to be attached or erected; 

 
(3) The location of the sign or other advertising structure in relation to nearby buildings 

or structures; 
 

(4) Two blueprints or drawings of the plans and specifications of the sign and a 
description of the proposed method of construction and attachment to the building or 
on the ground; 

 
(5) A certification and/or calculations showing that the sign is designed to meet the wind 

pressure and dead load requirements of the International Building Code adopted by 
article 4.02 of this code and all other laws and ordinances of the city. The city 
manager may require such certification and calculation to be made by a registered 
professional engineer if the sign is in excess of seven feet in height or 100 square feet 
in area; 

 
(6) The name of the person erecting the sign; 

 
(7) The written consent of the owner of the building, structure, or land to which or on 

which the sign is to be erected; 
 

(8) Any required electrical permit; 
 

(9) Such other information as the city manager shall require to show full compliance 
with this and all other laws and ordinances of the city. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-27) 
 
§4.07.033 Issuance of permit; expiration. 
 
Upon the filing of an application for a sign permit, the city manager shall: 
 

(1) Examine the plans and specifications and the premises upon which the proposed sign 
shall be erected; and 

 
(2) Issue a permit if the proposed sign complies with the requirements of this article and 

all other laws and ordinances of the city. If the work authorized under a sign permit is 
not completed within six months after the date of issuance, the permit shall become 
null and void. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-28) 
 
§4.07.034 Permit fee. 
 
Every applicant, prior to issuance of a permit pursuant to section 4.07.033 hereof, shall pay to the 
city a nonrefundable fee, in accordance with the International Building Code adopted pursuant to 
article 4.02 hereof and on file with the city manager, for each sign or other advertising structure 
regulated by this article. (Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-29) 
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§4.07.035 Variances. 
 
Within 30 days after denial of a sign permit by the city manager, a request for variance may be 
filed with the city council. The city council may grant a variance and relax the terms of this 
article where such variance will not be contrary to the public interest and where, because of 
conditions peculiar to the property and not as the result of the actions of the applicant, a literal 
enforcement of this article would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. (Ordinance 09-668, 
sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-30) 
 
§4.07.036 Revocation of permit. 
 
The city manager may revoke any permit where there has been a violation of the provisions of 
this article or a misrepresentation of fact on the permit application. (Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, 
adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-31) 
 
§4.07.037 Display of permit number and other information; minimum vertical 
clearance. 
 
(a) Every permitted sign or other advertising structure shall display in a conspicuous place on 
such sign or structure, in letters no less than one inch in height, the date of erection, the permit 
number, and the voltage of any electrical apparatus used. 
 
(b) The top of all signs and sign structures shall have a minimum vertical clearance from any 
other structure of 14 feet, and shall have a clearance equal to its height from any transmission line 
carrying 750 volts or greater. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-32) 
 
§§4.07.038–4.07.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Types of Signs 
 
§4.07.061 Signs allowed in all districts. 
 
The following signs are allowed in all districts and are exempt from the permit requirements of 
this article: 
 

(1) Temporary real estate signs not exceeding 16 square feet in area that advertise the 
sale, rental, or lease of the premises upon which the sign is located. Such signs shall 
be removed not later than the seventh day following the sale, rental, or lease of the 
subject property. Such signs shall only be located on private property; 

 
(2) A sign that contains primarily a political message and that is located on private real 

property with the consent of the property owner. Private real property does not 
include real property subject to an easement or other encumbrance that allows a 
municipality to use the property for a public purpose. Provided, however, the sign 
may not have a sign area greater than 36 square feet, be more than eight feet in 
height, be illuminated or have a moving part. This subsection does not apply to a 
sign, including a billboard, that contains primarily a political message on a temporary 
basis and that is generally available for rent or purchase to carry commercial 
advertising or other measures that are not primarily political; 
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(3) Signs which are an integral part of the historical character of a designated historic 

district or a building that has been designated a landmark; 
 

(4) Public signs regulating vehicular or pedestrian traffic or designating or giving 
directions to streets, schools, hospitals, historical sites, or public facilities; 

 
(5) Flags of any government or governmental agency or any patriotic, religious, 

charitable, civic, educational, or fraternal organization and not exceeding 40 square 
feet in area; 

 
(6) Temporary signs advertising special community events or other community activities 

sponsored by nonprofit organizations or churches. Such signs shall not exceed 32 
square feet in area, shall not be erected more than ten days in advance of the event 
and shall be removed within three days after such event. Temporary signs shall be 
securely anchored and shall not exceed seven feet in height from ground level; 

 
(7) Temporary displays or decorations customarily associated with any national, state, 

local, or religious holiday or celebration. Such signs shall be erected not more than 
45 days before the holiday or celebration and removed not later than ten days after 
such holiday or celebration; 

 
(8) Hand-held signs of a noncommercial nature not set on or affixed to the ground and 

not exceeding ten square feet in area; 
 

(9) Temporary signs identifying the architect, engineer, developer or contractor when 
placed upon construction sites and not exceeding 64 square feet in area. Such signs 
shall not be erected prior to approval of a site plan and shall be removed not later 
than ten days after completion of the project; 

 
(10) Signs identifying the name and profession of the occupant(s) of a business 

establishment and not exceeding two square feet in area; 
 

(11) Memorial or commemorative plaques or tablets denoting a building name and/or date 
of erection or a location of historic significance and not exceeding four square feet in 
area; 

 
(12) Any sign for informational (non-advertisement) purposes not exceeding one square 

foot in area with letters not exceeding four inches in height; 
 

(13) Property identification signs indicating address and/or name and not exceeding two 
square feet in area located on property used for residential purposes or five square 
feet in area located on property used for business purposes; 

 
(14) Temporary business signs shall be permitted, provided that: 

 
(A) Temporary business signs of combustible material shall not exceed 60 square 

feet in area; 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-49 

(B) Temporary business signs weighing in excess of 50 pounds must conform to 
the safety requirements of the building code of the city and must be approved 
by the city manager; 

 
(C) Temporary business signs shall not extend over or into any street right-of-way, 

alley, sidewalk, or other public thoroughfare; 
 

(D) Temporary business signs shall be attached with wire or steel cables. Strings, 
ropes, or wood slats for anchorage or support purposes shall not be permitted; 

 
(E) Temporary business signs shall not be allowed to remain for a period 

exceeding 15 days in a six-month period; 
 

(F) Temporary business signs must be on-premises signs; and 
 

(G) Only one temporary business sign may be displayed at any given time; 
 

(15) Amateur ball park signs; 
 

(16) Signs erected by the city, the state (including its political subdivisions, such as school 
districts), or the United States government, or otherwise required by federal, state, or 
local laws; 

 
(17) Directory signs, menu boards and the like, which are designed to be read from a 

distance no greater than ten feet; 
 

(18) Religious emblems when installed in compliance with zoning regulations and 
construction codes; and 

 
(19) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, any sign that may display a 

commercial message may also display any noncommercial message, either in place 
of or in addition to the commercial message, so long as the sign complies with the 
other requirements of this article. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-51; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§4.07.062 Signs prohibited in all districts. 
 
(a) Generally. Signs prohibited by this article include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

(1) Signs that are inadequately maintained so as to show evidence of deterioration, 
including peeling, rust, dirt, fading, discoloration or holes. Damaged signs shall be 
repaired or removed within 30 days of receipt of notice from the city; 

 
(2) Signs that advertise a business or product which is no longer in existence. Abandoned 

or outdated signs shall be replaced or removed within 30 days of receipt of notice 
from the city; 
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(3) Signs that are erected, relocated, or maintained so as to prevent free ingress to or 
egress from any door, window, or fire escape. No sign of any kind shall be attached 
to a standpipe or fire escape; 

 
(4) Signs that obstruct free and clear vision at any street intersection; 

 
(5) Signs that interfere with, obstruct the view of, or may be confused with any 

authorized traffic sign, signal, or device because of its position, shape or color; 
 

(6) Signs that use the words “STOP,” “LOOK,” “GO SLOW,” “CAUTION,” 
“DANGER,” “WARNING” or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in a 
manner that interferes with, misleads or confuses traffic; 

 
(7) Signs that constitute a hazard to safety or health by reason of inadequate design, 

construction, repair or maintenance; 
 

(8) Signs that are illuminated with lights that cause a glare into or upon the surrounding 
area or any property used for residential purposes or that distract operators of 
vehicles or pedestrians on a public right-of-way; 

 
(9) Signs that contain reflectors, lights or illuminations that flash, move, rotate, 

scintillate, blink, flicker, vary in intensity or color, or use intermittent electrical 
pulsation. This subsection does not prohibit LED signs that otherwise comply with 
this subsection and do not change the display more often than once every two 
minutes; 

 
(10) Signs that display any matter in which the dominant theme of the material taken as a 

whole appeals to a prurient interest in sex, or is patently offensive because it affronts 
contemporary community standards relating to the description or representation of 
sexual matters, and is utterly without redeeming social value; 

 
(11) Signs that are painted on or attached to a motor vehicle used primarily for the display 

of such sign. This article shall not prohibit the identification of a business or its 
products or services on a vehicle(s) operated and parked in a manner appropriate to 
the normal course of business; 

 
(12) Signs that have visible moving, revolving, or rotating parts or visible mechanical 

movement of any kind, achieved by electrical or mechanical means, except for time-
temperature-date signs. A message board or electronically displayed date, time, and 
temperature may not occupy more than 24 square feet of the area of sign face; 

 
(13) Signs attached to or located upon outdoor exposed amenities such as trees, street 

signs, utility poles, or fences, that are visible from any street; 
 

(14) Signs that are off-premises signs; 
 

(15) Signs or portions thereof that are located on, or project or extend over, any public 
right-of-way, any public sidewalk, street, alley, or other public property; and 

 
(16) Wind device signs that cause confusion or obstruction to traffic on adjacent public 

streets. 
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(b) Billboards. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, erect, use, benefit from, maintain or 
permit any billboard sign with exception of those billboard signs installed within the city prior to 
August 10, 2017. Where a lawful billboard sign exists on the effective date of this subsection, the 
billboard sign shall not be reconstructed if it is destroyed by any means or is otherwise removed. 
 
(c) Feather signs. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, erect, use, benefit from, maintain 
or permit any feather sign within the city. 
 
(d) Inflatable signs. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, erect, use, benefit from, 
maintain or permit any inflatable sign within the city. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; Ordinance 17-806, sec. 2, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 
Code, sec. 33-52) 
 
§4.07.063 Additional signs allowed in Sign District A. 
 
Business establishments within Sign District A shall be allowed signage in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. If, however, the business establishment is part of a shopping center or 
an integrated business development, the signage allowed shall be as provided in section 
4.07.066(1) hereof. A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section. 
 

(1) Pole signs. 
 

(A) Each business establishment with less than 200 feet of frontage on I-59, or its 
frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East, FM 1960 Bypass Road West or 
Will Clayton Parkway is permitted one pole sign not exceeding 200 square feet 
in area and not exceeding 30 feet in height, including the supporting structure, 
above the surrounding finished grade level. The bottom of the sign shall not be 
less than nine feet above the surrounding finished grade level. The pole sign 
may have a reader panel attached to it; however, a reader panel shall be 
included in the calculation of total sign area. The pole or support structure shall 
be visibly marked if the pole sign is located in a parking area. 

 
(B) Each business establishment with more than 200 feet of frontage on I-59, or its 

frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East, FM 1960 Bypass Road West or 
Will Clayton Parkway is permitted one pole sign not exceeding 300 square feet 
in area and not exceeding 40 feet in height, including the supporting structure, 
above the surrounding finished grade level. The bottom of the sign shall not be 
less than nine feet above the surrounding finished grade level. The pole sign 
may have a reader panel attached to it; however, a reader panel shall be 
included in the calculation of total sign area. The pole or support structure shall 
be visibly marked if the pole sign is located in a parking area. 

 
(C) An additional pole sign may be permitted for a business establishment that is 

on the corner of an intersection of I-59, or its frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass 
Road East, FM 1960 Bypass Road West or Will Clayton Parkway and a city 
street. Such additional sign shall face the adjacent city street at any angle. The 
additional sign shall not exceed 25 feet in height, including the supporting 
structure, above the surrounding finished grade level. The bottom of the sign 
shall not be less than nine feet above the surrounding finished grade level. The 
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additional sign shall not exceed 100 square feet. The total sign area of both 
signs combined shall not exceed 300 or 400 square feet, as applicable. 

 
(D) A pole sign shall be located such that all parts of such sign are a minimum of 

five feet from all property lines. 
 

(2) Monument signs. 
 

(A) In lieu of and not in addition to a pole sign, each business establishment is 
permitted one single- or double-faced monument sign not exceeding 150 
square feet in area and not exceeding 12 feet in height above the surrounding 
finished grade level. 

 
(B) The location of a monument sign is subject to approval by the city manager to 

ensure that the location does not cause an obstruction to the view of traffic or 
create a hazard to traffic or pedestrians; provided, however, all monument signs 
shall be located not less than five feet from all property lines, and provided 
further, monument signs shall be located not less than 15 feet from the edge of 
the property line on the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(C) If a business establishment has elected to use a monument sign in lieu of a pole 

sign, an additional monument sign may be permitted for a business 
establishment that is on the corner of an intersection of I-59, or its frontage 
road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East, FM 1960 Bypass Road West or Will 
Clayton Parkway and a city street. The additional sign may face the adjacent 
city street at any angle. The additional sign shall not exceed ten feet in height 
above the surrounding finished grade level. The additional sign shall not 
exceed 25 square feet in area. The total sign area of both signs combined shall 
not exceed 175 square feet. 

 
(3) Wall signs. 

 
(A) In addition to a pole sign or monument sign, each business establishment is 

permitted one wall sign per exterior wall, not exceeding in total square feet 15 
percent of the facade to which it is affixed. Business establishments located in 
“strip centers” may place one wall sign that does not exceed the average square 
feet of other existing wall signs within the same strip center. 

 
(B) A wall sign may not project above the roof line of a building, except for 

buildings with parapet walls. A wall sign on a parapet wall shall not project 
above the parapet, except vertical wall signs perpendicular to a parapet wall 
which have a height of at least three times its width may project above the 
parapet up to one-third of its height, not to exceed ten feet. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-53) 
 
§4.07.064 Additional signs allowed in Sign District B. 
 
Business establishments within Sign District B shall be allowed signage in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. If, however, the business establishment is part of a shopping center or 
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an integrated business development, the signage allowed shall be as provided in section 
4.07.066(2) hereof. A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section. 
 

(1) Pole signs. Each business establishment with frontage on State Spur 184, Wilson 
Road or Houston Avenue between Issacks and First Streets is permitted one pole sign 
not exceeding 60 square feet in area and not exceeding 20 feet in height, including 
the supporting structure, above the surrounding finished grade level. The bottom of 
the sign shall not be less than nine feet above the surrounding finished grade level. 
The pole sign may have a reader panel attached to it; however, a reader panel shall be 
included in the calculation of total sign area. The pole or support structure shall be 
visibly marked if the pole sign is located in a parking area. 

 
(2) Monument signs. 

 
(A) In lieu of and not in addition to a pole sign, each business establishment with 

frontage on State Spur 184, Wilson Road or Houston Avenue between Issacks 
and First Streets is permitted one single- or double-faced monument sign not 
exceeding 30 square feet in area and not exceeding 12 feet in height above the 
surrounding finished grade level. 

 
(B) The location of a monument sign is subject to approval by the city manager to 

ensure that the location does not cause an obstruction to the view of traffic or 
create a hazard to traffic or pedestrians; provided, however, all monument signs 
shall be located not less than five feet from all property lines, and provided 
further, monument signs shall be located not less than 15 feet from the edge of 
the property line on the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(C) If a business establishment has elected to use a monument sign in lieu of a pole 

sign, an additional monument sign may be permitted for a business 
establishment that is on the corner of an intersection of State [Spur] 184, 
Wilson Road or Houston Avenue between Issacks and First Streets and a city 
street. The additional sign may face the adjacent city street at any angle. The 
additional sign shall not exceed 12 feet in height above the surrounding 
finished grade level. The additional sign shall not exceed 20 square feet in area. 
The total sign area of both signs combined shall not exceed 50 square feet. 

 
(3) Wall signs. 

 
(A) In addition to a monument sign, each business establishment is permitted one 

wall sign per exterior wall, not exceeding in total square feet 15 percent of the 
facade to which it is affixed. Business establishments located in “strip centers” 
may place one wall sign that does not exceed the average square feet of other 
existing wall signs within the same strip center. 

 
(B) A wall sign may not project above the roof line of a building, except for 

buildings with parapet walls. A wall sign on a parapet wall shall not project 
above the parapet, except vertical wall signs perpendicular to a parapet wall 
which have a height of at least three times its width may project above the 
parapet up to one-third of its height, not to exceed ten feet. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-54) 
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§4.07.065 Additional signs allowed in Sign District C. 
 
Business establishments within Sign District C shall be allowed signage in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. If, however, the business establishment is part of a shopping center or 
an integrated business development, the signage allowed shall be as provided in section 
4.07.066(3). A permit is required for the sign(s) permitted under this section. 
 

(1) Pole signs. Each business establishment in District C is permitted one pole sign not 
exceeding 16 square feet in area and not exceeding 15 feet in height, including the 
supporting structure, above the surrounding finished grade level. The bottom of the 
sign shall not be less than nine feet above the surrounding finished grade level. The 
pole sign may have a reader panel attached to it; however, a reader panel shall be 
included in the calculation of total sign area. The pole or support structure shall be 
visibly marked if the pole sign is located in a parking area. 

 
(2) Monument signs. 

 
(A) In lieu of and not in addition to a pole sign, each business establishment is 

permitted one single- or double-faced monument sign not exceeding 16 square 
feet in area and not exceeding six feet in height above the surrounding finished 
grade level. 

 
(B) The location of a monument sign is subject to approval by the city manager to 

ensure that the location does not cause an obstruction to the view of traffic or 
create a hazard to traffic or pedestrians; provided, however, all monument signs 
shall be located not less than five feet from all property lines, and provided 
further, monument signs shall be located not less than 15 feet from the edge of 
the property line on the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(3) Wall signs. 

 
(A) In addition to a pole sign or monument sign, each business establishment is 

permitted one wall sign per exterior wall, not exceeding in total square feet 15 
percent of the facade to which it is affixed. Business establishments located in 
“strip centers” may place one wall sign that does not exceed the average square 
feet of other existing wall signs within the same strip center. 

 
(B) A wall sign may not project above the roof line of a building, except for 

buildings with parapet walls. A wall sign on a parapet wall shall not project 
above the parapet, except vertical wall signs perpendicular to a parapet wall 
which have a height of at least three times its width may project above the 
parapet up to one-third of its height, not to exceed ten feet. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-55) 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-55 

§4.07.066 Additional signs allowed in shopping centers and integrated business 
developments. 
 
Shopping centers and integrated business developments shall be allowed signage in accordance 
with the provisions of this section. A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section. 
 

(1) Sign District A. 
 

(A) Each shopping center or integrated business development with less than 200 
feet of frontage on I-59, or its frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East, FM 
1960 Bypass Road West or Will Clayton Parkway is permitted one pole sign 
not exceeding 250 square feet in area plus an additional 20 square feet in area 
for each business establishment located in the shopping center or integrated 
business development. The pole sign shall not exceed 35 feet in height, 
including the supporting structure, above the surrounding finished grade level. 
The bottom of the sign shall not be less than nine feet above the surrounding 
finished grade level. The pole sign may have a reader panel attached to it; 
however, a reader panel shall be included in the calculation of total sign area. 
The pole or support structure shall be visibly marked if the pole sign is located 
in a parking area. 

 
(B) Each shopping center or integrated business development with more than 200 

feet of frontage on I-59, or its frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East, FM 
1960 Bypass Road West or Will Clayton Parkway is permitted one pole sign 
not exceeding 350 square feet in area plus an additional 20 square feet in area 
for each business establishment located in the shopping center or integrated 
business development. The pole sign shall not exceed 35 feet in height, 
including the supporting structure, above the surrounding finished grade level. 
The bottom of the sign shall not be less than nine feet above the surrounding 
finished grade level. The pole sign may have a reader panel attached to it; 
however, a reader panel shall be included in the calculation of total sign area. 
The pole or support structure shall be visibly marked if the pole sign is located 
in a parking area. 

 
(C) An additional pole sign may be permitted for a shopping center or integrated 

business development that is on the corner of an intersection of I-59, or its 
frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass Road East or FM 1960 Bypass Road West or 
Will Clayton Parkway and a city street. The additional sign shall face the 
adjacent city street at any angle. The additional sign shall not exceed 30 feet in 
height, including the supporting structure, above the surrounding finished 
grade level. The bottom of the sign shall not be less than nine feet above the 
surrounding finished grade level. The additional sign shall not exceed 150 
square feet plus an additional 20 square feet in area for each business 
establishment located within the shopping center or integrated business 
establishment. The total sign area of both signs combined shall not exceed 400 
or 500 square feet in area, as applicable, plus an additional 20 square feet in 
area for each business establishment located in the shopping center or 
integrated business development. 

 
(D) A pole sign shall be located such that all parts of such sign are a minimum of 

five feet from all property lines. 
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(E) In lieu of a pole sign, a shopping center or integrated business development is 

permitted one single- or double-faced monument sign not exceeding 60 square 
feet in area plus an additional five square feet in area for each business 
establishment located in the shopping center or integrated business 
development and not exceeding 12 feet in height above the surrounding 
finished grade level. 

 
(F) The location of a monument sign is subject to the approval of the city manager 

to ensure that the location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians; 
provided, however, all monument signs shall be located not less five feet from 
all property lines, and provided further, monument signs shall be located not 
less than 45 feet from the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(G) If a shopping center or integrated business development chooses to erect a 

monument sign in lieu of a pole sign, an additional monument sign may be 
permitted for the shopping center or integrated business development that is on 
the corner of an intersection of I-59, or its frontage road, FM 1960 Bypass 
Road East, FM 1960 Bypass Road West or Will Clayton Parkway and a city 
street. The additional sign shall face the adjacent city street at any angle. The 
additional sign shall not exceed six feet in height above the surrounding 
finished grade level. The additional sign shall not exceed 50 square feet, plus 
an additional five square feet in area for each business establishment located 
within the shopping center or integrated business establishment. The total sign 
area of both signs combined shall not exceed 110 square feet plus an additional 
five square feet in area for each business establishment located in the shopping 
center or integrated business development. 

 
(H) In addition to a pole sign or monument sign as permitted herein, each business 

establishment located in a shopping center or integrated business development 
is permitted one wall sign in accordance with section 4.07.063(3). 

 
(2) Sign District B. 

 
(A) Each shopping center or integrated business development is permitted one 

single- or double-faced monument sign not exceeding 50 square feet in area 
plus an additional five square feet in area for each business establishment 
located in the shopping center or integrated business development and not 
exceeding 12 feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level. 

 
(B) The location of a monument sign is subject to the approval of the city manager 

to ensure that the location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians; 
provided, however, all monument signs shall be located not less than five feet 
from all property lines, and provided further, monument signs shall be located 
not less than 45 feet from the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(C) An additional monument sign may be permitted for each shopping center or 

integrated business development that has frontage on State Spur 184, Wilson 
Road or Houston Avenue between Issacks and First Streets and another public 
street. The additional sign shall face the other public street at any angle. The 
additional sign shall not exceed six feet in height above the surrounding 
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finished grade level. The additional sign shall not exceed 30 square feet in area 
plus an additional five square feet for each business establishment located in 
such shopping center or integrated business development. The total sign area of 
both signs combined shall not exceed 80 square feet plus an additional five feet 
for each business establishment located in the shopping center or integrated 
business development. 

 
(D) In addition to a monument sign as permitted herein, each business 

establishment located in a shopping center or integrated business development 
is permitted one wall sign in accordance with section 4.07.064(3) hereof. 

 
(3) Sign District C. 

 
(A) Each shopping center or integrated business development is permitted one 

single- or double-faced monument sign not exceeding 24 square feet in area 
plus an additional three square feet in area for each business establishment 
located in the shopping center or integrated business development and not 
exceeding six feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level. 

 
(B) The location of a monument sign is subject to the approval of the city manager 

to ensure that the location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians; 
provided, however, all monument signs shall be located not less than five feet 
from all property lines, and provided further, monument signs shall be located 
not less than 45 feet from the corner of an intersection of two streets. 

 
(C) An additional monument sign may be permitted for each shopping center or 

integrated business development that is on the corner of an intersection of two 
public streets. One sign shall face each adjacent street at any angle. The 
additional sign shall not exceed four feet in height above the surrounding 
finished grade level. The additional sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area 
plus three square feet for each business establishment located in the shopping 
center or integrated business development. The total sign area of both signs 
combined shall not exceed 40 square feet plus an additional three square feet 
for each business establishment located in the shopping center or integrated 
business development. 

 
(D) In addition to a monument sign as permitted herein, each business 

establishment located in a shopping center or integrated business development 
is permitted one wall sign in accordance with section 4.07.065(3) hereof. 

 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-56) 
 
§4.07.067 Residential subdivisions and multifamily dwelling complexes. 
 
(a) Single-family residential subdivisions are permitted permanent monument signs at each 
major entrance to the subdivision. The total sign surface area at each entrance shall not exceed 32 
square feet in area and shall not exceed six feet in height above the surrounding finished grade 
level. The location of the monument sign is subject to approval of the sign administrator to ensure 
that the location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians. Subdivisions which consist of 
more than one platted section are allowed an additional monument sign of not more than 16 
square feet in area and not exceeding six feet in height for each major entrance to each section 
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therein; however, in the case where the major entrance to the subdivision is also a major entrance 
to a section of the subdivision, that entrance shall be limited to a monument sign of not more than 
32 square feet. 
 
(b) A townhouse, condominium, or apartment complex is permitted one single- or double-
faced monument sign on the premises, not exceeding 50 square feet in area and not exceeding 12 
feet in height above the surrounding finished grade level. The location of the monument sign is 
subject to the approval of the sign administrator to ensure that the location does not create hazards 
to traffic or pedestrians; provided, however, all monument signs shall be not less than five feet 
from all property lines, and provided further, monument signs shall be located not less than 45 
feet from the corner of an intersection of two streets. In addition to a monument sign, each 
multifamily dwelling complex is permitted one wall sign not exceeding in total square feet 15 
percent of the facade to which it is affixed. A wall sign may not project above the roof line of a 
building, except for buildings with parapet walls, in which case the signage shall be flush with the 
wall and shall not project above the parapet. 
 
(c) A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-57) 
 
§4.07.068 Not-for-profit entities and private schools. 
 
A not-for-profit entity or private school shall be allowed to erect one single- or double-faced 
monument sign on the property on which the not-for-profit entity or school is located. The sign 
shall not exceed 50 square feet in area and shall not exceed 12 feet in height above the 
surrounding finished grade level. One additional single- or double-faced monument sign is 
allowed to identify a secondary use (such as a school) on the same property. The additional sign 
shall not exceed 28 square feet in area and shall not exceed eight feet in height above the 
surrounding finished grade level. A permit is required for the sign(s) allowed under this section. 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-58) 
 
§4.07.069 Portable signs. 
 
(a) An on-premises portable sign shall be permitted for use by a business establishment or not-
for-profit entity for the initial opening of such business or entity for a period not exceeding 30 
days. An on-premises portable sign may also be permitted for use by a business establishment or 
not-for-profit entity for a maximum period of 30 days per calendar year. 
 
(b) Portable signs shall be permitted for use on a temporary basis by governmental agencies for 
notification to the public of special events and public information. 
 
(c) A permit is required for any portable sign(s) allowed under subsection (a) of this section. 
The location of a portable sign allowed under this section must be approved by the city manager 
to ensure that the location does not create hazards to traffic or pedestrians. 
 
(d) The maximum area per side of a portable sign shall not exceed 32 square feet. 
 
(e) Portable signs shall be securely anchored and constructed and erected in accordance with 
the city’s building code and electrical code. 
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(f) Portable signs shall be located not less than five feet from all property lines and not less 
than 45 feet from the corner of an intersection of two streets. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-59) 
 
§§4.07.070–4.07.090 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Compliance and Enforcement 
 
§4.07.091 Nonconforming signs. 
 
A permanent sign erected within the city prior to the effective date of this article, which does not 
conform to the regulations of this article, shall be deemed to be a nonconforming sign which shall 
be allowed to continue, with normal maintenance and repair only; provided, however, a 
nonconforming sign may not be enlarged upon, expanded, or extended, except as otherwise 
provided herein. It is not the intent of this section to encourage the survival of nonconforming 
signs; to the contrary, nonconforming signs are discouraged and contrary to the intent and 
purpose of this article. 
 

(1) A nonconforming sign shall not be enlarged, expanded, extended, replaced, or rebuilt 
in case of obsolescence or total destruction by any means or cause. 

 
(2) In the event a nonconforming sign is damaged by any means or cause and the repair 

or reconstruction cost, whichever is applicable, equals or exceeds 50 percent of the 
fair market value of the sign at the time of the damage, it must be removed or brought 
into compliance with this article. 

 
(3) In case any nonconforming sign is enlarged, expanded, extended, replaced, or rebuilt 

in violation of any of the terms of this article, the city manager shall give written 
notice by personal service or by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner, 
lessee, or person responsible for said sign, to remove the sign or bring the sign into 
compliance with this article. If such order in not complied with within ten days, the 
city manager shall revoke the sign permit. 

 
(4) All signs shall be placed by the owner or the party in control of the property or with 

the permission of such owner or party in control, and the owner or party in control 
shall be responsible for the prompt removal of any sign in accordance with the 
provisions of this article. 

 
(5) Signs identified and described in section 4.07.062, subsections (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), 

(7), (10), (11), (13), (15), and (16), shall be removed within 30 days after the 
effective date of this section. 

 
(6) Nonconforming temporary business signs and portable signs shall be removed or 

made to conform to the provisions of this article within 30 days after the effective 
date of this section. 

 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-60 

(7) Additions and enlargements to a nonconforming monument sign in a shopping center 
or integrated business development are permitted provided such addition or 
enlargement: 

 
(A) Does not include replacement of the existing sign structure; 

 
(B) Does not increase the height or width of the sign; and 

 
(C) Does not cause the total area of all signs in the shopping center or integrated 

business development to exceed the total allowable square foot area. 
 
(Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-76) 
 
§4.07.092 Periodic inspection. 
 
The city manager shall inspect periodically, or whenever deemed necessary, each sign or other 
advertising structure regulated by this article for the purpose of ascertaining whether the sign 
structure is unsafe, in need of repair, not in conformance with the permit application, or otherwise 
in violation of the provisions of this article. (Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 
Code, sec. 33-77) 
 
§4.07.093 Appeals. 
 
Any person wishing to appeal a decision of the city manager on the grounds that the decision 
misconstrues or wrongly interprets this article may, within 30 days after such decision, appeal the 
same to the city council, pursuant to the rules and regulations adopted from time to time by the 
city council; provided, however, the appealing party shall give notice of the appeal in writing to 
the city secretary within said 30 days following the decision appealed from, and provided further, 
the appealing party shall comply with the city manager’s decision pending appeal, unless the city 
manager shall direct otherwise. (Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-
78) 
 
§4.07.094 Penalty. 
 
Any person violating any provision of this article, or failing to comply with any requirement of 
this article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable as provided in section 1.01.009 of 
this code. Each day during or upon which such person shall violate or continue violation of any 
provision of this article or noncompliance with any requirement of this article shall constitute a 
distinct and separate offense. (Ordinance 09-668, sec. 1, adopted 3/12/09; 2007 Code, sec. 33-79) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.08 TOWERS 
 
§4.08.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Alteration means any modification, replacement or reconstruction that increases the height or 
materially increases the dimension of a tower structure. 
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Antenna means a device or system of wires, poles, rods, dishes, discs or similar devices used for 
the transmission and/or receipt of electromagnetic waves. 
 
Camouflage design or camouflage tower means the design of a tower or tower structure that 
blends into the surrounding environment and is visually unobtrusive. Examples of a camouflage 
design or tower are architecturally screened, roof-mounted antenna/array/equipment, building-
mounted antenna/array/equipment that is painted and treated as an architectural element to blend 
with the existing building, designs that conceal the antenna/array/equipment, man-made trees, 
clock towers, bell towers, steeples, light poles and similar alternative-design mounting structures. 
 
FAA means the Federal Aviation Administration. 
 
FCC means the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
Grade means the lowest point of elevation of the finished surface of the ground, paving or 
sidewalk within the area between the building or structure and a line five feet from the building or 
structure. 
 
Height of the building means the vertical distance above a reference datum measured to the 
highest point of the coping of a flat roof or to the deck line of a mansard roof, or to the average 
height of the highest gable of a pitched or hipped roof. The reference datum shall be selected by 
either of the following, whichever yields a greater height of the building: 
 

(1) The elevation of the highest adjoining sidewalk or ground surface within a five-foot 
horizontal distance of the exterior wall of the building when the sidewalk or ground 
surface is not more than ten feet above the lowest grade. 

 
(2) An elevation ten feet higher than the lowest grade when the sidewalk or ground 

surface described in subsection (1) of this definition is more than ten feet above 
lowest grade. 

 
The height of a stepped or terraced building is the maximum height of any segment of the 
building. 
 
Height of the tower means the vertical distance between the finished grade at the base of the 
tower or the lowest point of contact with the building, and the highest point of the tower structure, 
excluding the antenna, if any. 
 
High mast light structure means a fixed, freestanding uninhabitable structure of a minimum 
height of 100 feet, specifically designed to carry light fixtures, that is built on land on, along or 
adjacent to streets, roads, highways and bridges maintained by the state or a political subdivision 
of the state. 
 
Park means property of the state or of any political subdivision thereof that is designated for or 
restricted to use by the public for park purposes. 
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Public utility means any person, company, corporation, cooperative corporation, partnership or 
any combination thereof that is subject to both a municipal franchise agreement and the 
comprehensive regulatory system established by and defined in the Texas Public Utility 
Regulatory Act, that owns or operates for compensation equipment or facilities for: 
 

(1) Producing, generating, transmitting, distributing, selling or furnishing electricity; or 
 

(2) The conveyance, transmission, or reception of communications over a telephone 
system as a dominant carrier. 

 
The term “public utility” shall not include, as is defined in the Public Utility Regulatory Act, 
telegraph services, television stations, radio stations, community antenna television services, 
general radio-telephone services or radio-telephone services authorized under the public mobile 
radio services rules of the Federal Communications Commission, or private water companies. 
 
Residence means any permanent building or structure containing habitable rooms for nontransient 
occupancy, designed and used primarily for living, sleeping, cooking and eating, which is 
intended to be used or occupied as a dwelling place for residential purposes, whether or not 
attached, including homes, town homes, patio homes, duplexes, triplexes, quadraplexes, 
condominiums and apartments. Multi-unit complexes shall be included at a ratio of one-eighth 
acre of land, or any fraction thereof, as being equivalent to one residential tract. For purposes of 
calculating the ratio of multi-unit complex acreage to residential tracts, only that portion of the 
multi-unit complex acreage within the residential test area shall be considered. Hotels, motels, 
boardinghouses, group homes, halfway houses, nursing homes, hospitals, nursery schools, 
schools and child-care facilities shall not be considered residences. A building or structure located 
on a lot or tract of land used as the site of a tower shall not be considered a residence so long as 
its primary use is to contain, house, store and protect materials or equipment directly related to 
the purpose and use of the tower. 
 
Residential means pertaining to the use of land for a residence as is defined in this section. 
 
Residential area means the area around a proposed tower site that, within the residential test area, 
contains 50 percent or more tracts wholly or partially therein that are in use for residential 
purposes. 
 
Residential lot means a lot upon which a residence exists, or a lot within a recorded platted 
subdivision which is subject to enforceable, valid and unexpired deed restrictions which limit the 
use of such lot to residential purposes. 
 
Residential test area means the circular area, as described herein, surrounding a proposed tower 
structure. The radius of the circle shall be at least 375 feet and not more than 800 feet, and the 
center of the circular area shall correspond to the center of the base of the proposed tower 
structure. The radius of the circular area shall conform to the following ratios: 
 

(1) Three hundred and seventy-five foot radius at a tower height of 100 feet or less; 
 

(2) Six hundred foot radius at a tower height of more than 100 feet but not more than 150 
feet; and 

 
(3) Eight hundred foot radius at a tower height of more than 150 feet. 
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Setback area means the circular area surrounding a proposed tower structure and which 
delineates the area between the site of the proposed tower and the nearest residential structure. 
 
Subdivision means all land encompassed within an area described and depicted on one or more 
maps or plats thereof, within the city, that is divided into two or more parts and are recorded in 
the deed, plat, or other real property records of the county. 
 
Tower or tower structure means a fixed, freestanding or guyed, uninhabitable structure, not 
designed as a shelter or to be occupied for any use. This definition shall include, but not be 
limited to, any such structure supporting antennas that transmit or receive any portion of the 
electromagnetic spectrum of radio waves. The following are, by way of example but not 
limitation, towers or tower structures: guyed or freestanding monopole structures, lattice or open 
framed structures, antenna supports, water towers, and other similar self-supporting, trussed or 
open framed structures. 
 
Tract means a contiguous parcel of property under common ownership. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-170; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-312) 
 
§4.08.002 Permit required; exceptions. 
 
(a) An application for a tower permit shall be submitted to the city manager and approved in 
accordance with the provisions of this article prior to the construction, placement or alteration of 
any tower or tower structure, as defined in this article and not specifically excluded herein, that is 
located within the boundaries of the city. 
 
(b) A tower permit shall not be required for any tower repaired, replaced or modified with no 
resulting increase in height or dimension and any tower repaired, replaced or modified in order to 
comply with the requirements of any statute, regulation, order or rule of the FCC, the FAA or any 
other federal, state or governmental agency or authority. 
 
(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, the owner of an antenna tower for 
which a tower permit and building permit were issued prior to May 14, 1998, may, without 
obtaining a new permit, upon written notice to the city manager, replace the tower with a new 
tower if the new tower structure complies with the requirements of sections 4.08.005 through 
4.08.009 and: 
 

(1) Is specifically designed to accommodate additional antenna arrays; 
 

(2) Is not higher than the tower structure being replaced; 
 

(3) Is not more than 50 feet from the location of the tower structure being replaced; and 
 

(4) The center of the tower structure is no closer to the nearest residence than the center 
of the tower structure it replaces. 

 
The new tower structure shall be assigned the same permit number as the tower structure it 
replaces. A tower structure may be replaced only once under this subsection (c). 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-171; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-313) 
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§4.08.003 Exemptions. 
 
This article shall not apply to the following structures: 
 

(1) Church bell towers and religious symbols associated with a place of worship; 
 

(2) Tower structures less than 60 feet in height; 
 

(3) Tower structures that are attached to, placed upon or constructed on top of a building 
provided that the height of the tower structure does not exceed 60 feet or the height 
of the building upon which the tower is constructed, whichever is less; 

 
(4) Tower structures on real property owned, leased, held or used, or dedicated for use by 

a public utility for rendering its service, such as tower structures used primarily for 
the transmission of electrical power by a public utility or the conveyance of 
communications over a telephone wire-line system operated by a public utility; 

 
(5) High mast light structures or antennas built on land on, along or adjacent to streets, 

roads, highways and bridges maintained by the state or a political subdivision of the 
state; 

 
(6) Tower structures constructed or placed on land or other structures owned, leased, 

held or dedicated for use by the state or federal government or any political 
subdivision thereof, which land or other structures are used by the governmental 
entity primarily for rendering of fire, police or other public protection services or 
utility services, whether or not the tower structure is used jointly by the governmental 
entity and any other public or private person or entity for other and additional public 
or private purposes; and 

 
(7) Temporary tower structures used as or in conjunction with construction cranes. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-172; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-314) 
 
§4.08.004 Location. 
 
(a) A tower permit shall not be approved for the construction or alteration of a tower structure 
in a residential area. 
 
(b) A tower permit shall not be approved for the construction or alteration of a tower structure 
unless the proposed tower structure is located a distance at least equal to the applicable setback 
area established by subsection (d) of this section. 
 
(c) A tower permit shall not be issued for the construction or alteration of a tower structure in a 
park or on a tract adjacent to a park. 
 
(d) A tower permit shall not be approved for the construction or alteration of a tower structure 
unless the distance between the center of the base of a tower and the nearest residential lot is at 
least 1-1/2 times the height of the tower or tower structure. The foregoing measurement shall be 
made to the nearest point on the property line of the residential lot. 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-65 

(e) A tower permit shall not be approved for the construction or alteration of a tower structure 
within 1,000 feet of an approved tower structure, other than a tower structure for which a permit 
would not be required under this article. For purposes of this requirement, a tower is considered 
to be “approved” when a tower permit has been issued pursuant to this article and the tower 
structure has been constructed or any building permit issued thereunder remains in effect. The 
city manager shall promulgate rules and procedures for establishing precedent [precedence] to the 
extent of conflict between two or more tower structures. 
 
(f) Property uses and distances referred to in this section shall be determined as of the date and 
time that the completed tower permit application is filed. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-173; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-315) 
 
§4.08.005 Tower structure to accommodate minimum of two antenna arrays. 
 
Each antenna tower structure for which a permit is approved and issued shall be designed, 
engineered and constructed to accommodate the placement of a minimum of two antenna arrays. 
This requirement shall not apply to a camouflage tower. (1991 Code, sec. 20-174; Ordinance 98-
529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-316) 
 
§4.08.006 Security fence. 
 
(a) The base of a tower shall be completely enclosed by a fence, wall or barrier which limits 
climbing access to the tower and any supporting systems, lines, wires, buildings or other 
structures. 
 
(b) The fence, wall or barrier required by subsection (a) of this section shall not be less than 
eight feet in height with no openings, holes or gaps larger than four inches measured in any 
direction. Gates and doors opening directly into the area enclosed by a fence, wall or barrier, as 
required by this section, shall be equipped with a lock to keep and capable of keeping the doors or 
gates securely closed and locked at all times. 
 
(c) The requirements of this section do not apply to: 
 

(1) Any tower located on a building that is not designed or built primarily to support the 
tower, provided that the general public has no physical access to the tower; or 

 
(2) Existing tower sites having security fences at least six feet in height. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-175; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-317) 
 
§4.08.007 Screening fence. 
 
(a) The base of a tower, including all mechanical equipment and accessory structures, shall be 
screened from view of residential lots by a wooden, substantially opaque screening fence 
designed and built to provide privacy, with a minimum height of eight feet. 
 
(b) The screening fence may contain gates or doors allowing access to the tower and accessory 
structures for maintenance purposes, which shall be kept completely closed except for 
maintenance purposes and shall be located a minimum of 18 feet from the public right-of-way. 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-66 

(c) The requirements of this section do not apply to: 
 

(1) Any tower constructed or placed a distance of more than two times the height of the 
tower structure from all residential lots; or 

 
(2) Any tower located on a building that is not designed or built primarily to support the 

tower, provided that the general public has no physical access to the tower. 
 
(d) When both section 4.08.006 and this section are applicable, a single fence conforming to all 
applicable requirements of both sections may be provided. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-176; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-318) 
 
§4.08.008 Landscaping. 
 
(a) A tower site shall have landscaping maintained in a healthy, growing condition at all times 
and in compliance with all applicable ordinances and regulations. 
 
(b) At a minimum, a tower site shall have one large bushy evergreen shrub, capable of reaching 
a minimum height of four feet, for each four linear feet of required screening fence; provided that 
not less than eight large shrubs shall be provided for each tower site. The shrubs required by this 
subsection shall be installed at the tower site along the exterior side of the screening fence 
required in section 4.08.007. 
 
(c) At a minimum, a tower site shall have one evergreen tree, with a minimum caliper of four 
inches, for each 50 linear feet of required screening fence; provided that not less than one such 
tree shall be provided for each public or private street which borders the tract upon which such 
tower is located. 
 
(d) The person or entity in whose name the tower permit is issued shall have complete 
responsibility for the maintenance of all landscaping required by this section. 
 
(e) Any tower site excluded from the screening requirements of [by] section 4.08.007(c) shall 
also be excluded from the landscape requirements of this section for which any amount of linear 
footage of screening fence is required. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-177; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-319) 
 
§4.08.009 Signs and lights. 
 
(a) Lettering, signs, symbols, images or trademarks large enough to be legible to occupants of 
vehicular traffic on any adjacent roadway shall not be placed on or affixed to any part of a tower, 
antenna array or antenna, other than as required by FCC regulations regarding tower registration 
or other applicable law. 
 
(b) A tower or tower structure shall not be artificially lighted, unless required by the FAA or 
other applicable authority. If lighting is required by law or regulation, a design that minimizes 
disturbance to any adjacent residence, to the fullest extent practicable while still achieving 
compliance with such law or regulation shall be utilized. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-178; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-320) 
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§4.08.010 Application for permit; approval or disapproval. 
 
(a) Each application for a tower permit shall be submitted to the city manager. The applicant 
shall, with the filing of the completed tower permit application, submit payment of the 
appropriate tower permit fees established by the city manager and approved by city council that 
are calculated to reasonably cover the expenses of administering the provisions of this article. 
 
(b) The application shall not be considered complete unless accompanied by any drawings, 
descriptive data, filing fees, ownership information, and other pertinent data that may be required 
by the city manager. Each application for a tower permit or for a waiver shall include envelopes 
addressed to the owners and a complete list of those owners, as is indicated by the most recently 
approved tax rolls, of all properties within the residential test area of the proposed tower site. 
 
(c) In the event that any of the required documentation, data, reports or drawings contain any 
false or erroneous information known to the applicant, then any permit issued pursuant to that 
false or erroneous information shall be void with the same force and effect as if it had never been 
issued. 
 
(d) The city manager shall issue a permit for construction, placement or alteration of a tower 
only if it meets the requirements of this article. 
 
(e) On or before the 30th calendar day following the filing of the required application, the city 
manager shall issue to the applicant a written notice of disapproval or preliminary approval of the 
tower permit. Any notice of disapproval of a tower permit application must include a written 
report explaining in detail the reasons for disapproval. Any preliminary approval shall be subject 
to the protest provisions of section 4.08.013 and, if no protest is timely filed thereunder, shall 
become a final approval on the business day next following the close of the protest period. The 
issuance of a written notice to the applicant shall be complete upon the deposit of the properly 
addressed notice in the United States mail, first class postage paid. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-179; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-321) 
 
§4.08.011 Notice of pending permit application. 
 
(a) The notice requirements of this section apply only to applications for tower permits for the 
construction, placement or alteration of towers subject to the requirements of this article and for 
waivers from the requirements of this article. When an application for waiver is not filed as part 
of the original application for a tower permit, the notice requirements of this section apply 
separately to the waiver application. 
 
(b) The applicant for a tower permit shall post and use best efforts to maintain a sign on the 
subject tower site for a minimum of 30 calendar days beginning no later than the sixth calendar 
day following the date of the filing of the required completed application with the city manager. 
The sign shall be posted no more than 15 feet from the public right-of-way that is used as access 
to the tower site. The sign shall face each public right-of-way bordering the tower site and the 
lettering on the sign shall be legible from the public right-of-way. Each sign shall be a minimum 
of four by eight feet in size, with lettering that complies with specifications promulgated by the 
city manager. The sign shall contain at a minimum the following items of information: 
 

(1) The proposed site of a tower; 
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(2) The proposed maximum height above grade of the proposed tower; 

 
(3) The tower permit application number assigned to the project by the city manager; and 

 
(4) The telephone number at the city where additional information concerning the project 

may be obtained. 
 
The applicant shall remove the sign from the subject tower site after the permit is obtained or the 
appeals process is complete. 
 
(c) If, in the opinion of the city manager, compliance with the requirements of this section is 
insufficient to provide adequate notification of the pending tower permit application, the city 
manager may require additional signs to be erected at locations as he deems advisable. 
 
(d) Written notice of the filing of each application for a tower permit or an application for a 
waiver, as provided for herein, shall be given to all property owners within the boundaries of the 
residential area or setback area, as applicable, determined in accordance with the provisions of 
section 4.08.004(d), as is indicated by the most recently approved tax rolls. Notice shall also be 
given to any civic organization, property owners’ association, or any other interested group, with 
[within] identifiable boundaries, provided that the organization, association or group is registered 
with the department in a manner prescribed by the city manager. Notice to all owners of record 
and civic organizations registered with the department shall be deemed given if properly 
addressed and deposited in the United States mail, with first class postage paid. The required 
written notice shall be in a form prescribed by the city manager and shall be mailed no later than 
the tenth calendar day following the filing of the required completed application. The written 
notice shall include a map showing the proposed tower site and the surrounding residential test 
area or setback area, as applicable. 
 
(e) Written notice shall be published at least once, in the official city newspaper, by the 
applicant, not later than the seventh calendar day following the date of filing of the required 
completed application. The notice shall be published in the section of the newspaper in which 
other legal notices are commonly published, and shall be headed with the following words (or 
their reasonable equivalent), in conspicuous type: “NOTICE OF PROPOSED TOWER 
CONSTRUCTION.” The notice shall state the height and location of the proposed tower site, 
describe the intended use of the tower, and advise that additional information may be obtained by 
writing or calling the office of the city manager. 
 
(f) The written notice required in subsection (d) of this section shall include at a minimum the 
following: 
 

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the person or entity that will own the 
proposed tower structure; 

 
(2) The name, address and telephone number of the applicant if different from the owner 

of the proposed tower; 
 

(3) The approximate proposed location of the tower structure, including the street 
address (or nearest street intersection) and the name of the subdivision or survey if 
there is no recorded subdivision; 
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(4) The proposed use of the tower structure and site; 
 

(5) The proposed maximum height above grade of the proposed tower structure; and 
 

(6) That additional information may be obtained by writing or calling the office of the 
city manager. 

 
(g) The applicant shall be responsible for paying all costs associated with the giving of notice 
under this article. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-180; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-322) 
 
§4.08.012 Waivers. 
 
(a) An application for a tower permit shall not be approved for a tower that is not in 
conformance with the regulations prescribed in this article unless a written application for a 
waiver has been submitted to and approved by the city council. 
 
(b) An applicant for a tower permit who receives written disapproval from the city manager 
may elect to submit a written application for a waiver to the city council or may appeal the denial 
of the permit as provided in section 4.08.013. An application for a waiver from the requirements 
of this article may be filed simultaneously with the filing of the application for a tower permit. An 
application for a waiver made after the disapproval of the tower permit by the city manager shall 
be submitted not later than 2:00 p.m. on the seventh calendar day following issuance of the notice 
of disapproval. The city manager shall waive this deadline upon a finding of good cause. 
 
(c) An application for a waiver shall be submitted in the manner prescribed by the city 
manager citing the specific provision of this article from which a waiver is desired, the extent of 
the waiver sought, and the specific facts or reasons why the waiver is necessary along with all 
supporting information or documentation. 
 
(d) The city council may consider and grant a waiver from the provisions of this article, 
following a public hearing thereon, when it finds that each of the following conditions exist: 
 

(1) That a literal application of this article will result in undue and unnecessary hardship 
to the applicant, taking into account any federal or state licenses the applicant may 
have received to conduct its business; 

 
(2) The waiver, if granted, will not be contrary to the public interest as implemented in 

this article; 
 

(3) Consistent with the city’s police power authority over towers, the waiver, if granted, 
will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare; 

 
(4) The waiver, if granted, will not result in a violation of any other applicable ordinance, 

regulation or statute enforceable by the city; and 
 

(5) The waiver, if granted, will not result in the violation of an applicable deed restriction 
or the location of a tower in a park. 
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(e) A waiver from the requirements of section 4.08.004(e) for an antenna tower shall not be 
granted unless, in addition to finding that each of the conditions expressed in subsection (d) of 
this section is satisfied, the city council, after public hearing, finds that no approved tower or 
tower structure can accommodate the applicant’s proposed antenna because the applicant has 
demonstrated any of the following: 
 

(1) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 
tower will not meet the applicant’s engineering requirements; 

 
(2) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 

tower is not of sufficient height to meet the applicant’s specific engineering 
requirements; 

 
(3) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 

tower does not have sufficient structural strength and cannot reasonably be reinforced 
to provide sufficient structural strength; 

 
(4) The antenna array of the approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet 

of the proposed tower would cause electromagnetic interference with the antenna 
array of the proposed tower, or the antenna on the proposed tower or tower structure 
to be located within 1,000 feet of the approved tower would cause interference with 
the antenna array of the approved tower; 

 
(5) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 

tower is not adaptable to accommodate additional antenna arrays or the costs required 
to share or adapt the approved tower or tower structure are unreasonable; 

 
(6) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 

tower is not available for collocation because the owner of the approved tower or 
tower structure or the owner of the tract on which the approved tower or tower 
structure is located refuses to agree to reasonable terms necessary to accommodate 
the requirements for the proposed antenna; or 

 
(7) The approved tower or tower structure located within 1,000 feet of the proposed 

tower is not suitable for the specific requirements for the proposed antenna due to 
other factors as demonstrated by the applicant, taking into account any federal or 
state licenses the applicant may have received to conduct its business. 

 
(f) The procedures prescribed in section 4.08.013(c) and (d) shall govern the hearing required 
on an application for a waiver. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-181; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-323) 
 
§4.08.013 Protests and appeals; hearing procedures. 
 
(a) Any property owner, association or group within the residential area or setback area, as 
applicable, who has reasonable grounds to believe that approval of an application for a tower 
permit, the granting of a waiver or the proposed construction will violate any applicable 
restriction, rule, regulation or ordinance may request a hearing before the city council to protest 
and present evidence establishing their allegations. The hearing request must state the specific 
grounds relied upon and be presented to the office of the city manager no later than 2:00 p.m. on 
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the 27th calendar day following the date of filing of the required completed application for a 
tower permit or waiver, as applicable. Copies of all supporting documents, instruments or other 
materials that are to be presented to the city council shall accompany the hearing request and shall 
be available for inspection and photocopying. 
 
(b) An applicant for a tower permit that has been denied by the city manager has until 2:00 
p.m. on the seventh calendar day following the issuance of a notice of disapproval to file a written 
notice of appeal in the manner prescribed by the city manager. The city manager may waive this 
requirement upon a finding of good cause. 
 
(c) Notice of the time, place and location of the public hearing at which the protest or appeal is 
to be presented shall be given by the city secretary before the tenth day before the date of the 
hearing by: 
 

(1) Publication in the official city newspaper; 
 

(2) Written notice delivered to the applicant, which shall be served by depositing the 
same, properly addressed and postage paid, in the United States mail, first class 
postage; and 

 
(3) Written notice delivered to each property owner, association or group, registered with 

the city manager, having an interest in property within the setback area. The written 
notice shall be served by depositing the same, properly addressed and postage paid, 
in the United States mail, first class postage. 

 
(d) All properly filed appeals and protests concerning the approval or disapproval of an 
application for a tower permit or the granting or refusal of an application for a waiver for a 
particular project shall be considered by the city council in a single public hearing. The public 
hearing shall be scheduled by the city manager at the next available city council meeting, 
assuming that proper notice has been given. 
 
(e) The city council, following a public hearing thereon, may deny a tower permit that is the 
subject of a protest under subsection (a) of this section upon finding, based on substantial 
evidence, any of the following: 
 

(1) The tower permit, if granted, will result in the violation of an applicable rule, 
regulation or ordinance enforceable by the city; 

 
(2) The tower permit, if granted, will result in the violation of an applicable deed 

restriction; or 
 

(3) The information contained in the application is erroneous or the city manager’s 
analysis of the permit application was based on erroneous information. 

 
(f) The city council, following a public hearing thereon, may deny a tower permit that is the 
subject of an appeal under subsection (b) of this section upon finding, based on substantial 
evidence, that the decision of the city manager to deny the tower permit was erroneous, or that the 
city manager’s analysis of the tower permit application or information therein is erroneous. 
 
(g) If the city council denies the appeal of the denial of an application for a tower permit, a 
waiver or otherwise refuses to approve a tower permit as a result of a protest, the city council 
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shall issue a written order explaining in detail the reasons for the rejection, disapproval or refusal. 
The written order shall be issued not later than 30 calendar days from the date the decision was 
made. 
 
(h) The decision of the city council concerning the issuance or denial of a tower permit or the 
granting or refusal of a waiver shall be the final administrative determination of the issue 
presented. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-182; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-324) 
 
§4.08.014 Building permit requirement and plan review. 
 
(a) A tower permit obtained pursuant to the provisions of this article shall become invalid after 
the passage of 180 days from the date of final approval of the tower permit unless any required 
building permit for the construction or alteration of the tower has been obtained before the 
expiration of that 180-day period. 
 
(b) The construction, placement or alteration of a tower is subject to any plan review, 
permitting requirement or hearing process applicable to commercial construction in general 
which is required either by ordinance or by the rules promulgated by the city manager, provided 
that the regulations or rules are consistent with the provisions of this article. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-183; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-325) 
 
§4.08.015 Maintenance and inspection. 
 
(a) All buildings, structures, supporting structures, wires, fences or ground areas used in 
connection with a tower shall be maintained in a safe condition and in good working order. All 
equipment or machinery required by the building code, the fire code or any other applicable 
regulation or ordinance for a building or structure or supporting structure or device shall be 
maintained in good working order. The owner or operator of a tower shall be responsible for the 
maintenance of the tower, supporting structures, buildings, fences and ground areas. 
 
(b) By applying for a tower permit under this article, the applicant specifically grants 
permission to the city and its duly authorized agents, officials and employees to enter upon the 
property for which a permit or waiver is sought, after first providing reasonable notice, for the 
purpose of making all inspections required or authorized to be made under this article, the fire 
code, the building code, this code or any other applicable regulation, rule or ordinance. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-184; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-326) 
 
§4.08.016 Removal. 
 
Any antenna or tower that is not operated for a continuous period of six months shall be 
considered abandoned, and the owner of the antenna or tower shall remove same within 90 days 
of receipt of notice from the city manager notifying the owner of the abandonment. If the antenna 
or tower is not removed within the 90 days, the city may remove the antenna or tower at the 
owner’s expense. If there are two or more users of a single tower, then this provision shall not 
become effective until all users cease using the antenna or tower. The city attorney is hereby 
authorized to pursue all necessary legal remedies to implement the provisions of this section. 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-185; Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-327) 
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§4.08.017 Deed restriction title report. 
 
(a) Every applicant for a tower permit or a waiver shall furnish to the city manager a title 
report, from a title company doing business in the county, that the lot or tract upon which the 
proposed tower is to be located is not included within a recorded platted subdivision subject to 
enforceable, valid and unexpired deed restrictions which limit the use of such lot or tract to 
residential purposes. The title report shall be accompanied by certified copies of any instruments 
containing restrictions purporting to be applicable to the lot or tract in question, any instrument of 
revocation or termination thereof, any declaratory judgment order pertaining to the use of the 
property, or any other recorded document containing restrictions that pertain to the use of the 
property. 
 
(b) A tower permit shall not be issued until the requested title report and supporting 
documentation has been produced. Any permit issued on the basis of erroneous documentation 
known to the applicant or a title report which contains false information known to the applicant is 
void with the same force and effect as if it had never been issued and without the necessity of any 
action by the city or any other person or agency. A tower permit shall not be issued for the 
construction or alteration of a tower if the use of the intended use will be in violation of the 
recorded deed restrictions. 
 
(Ordinance 13-714, sec. 1, adopted 2/14/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-328) 
 
§4.08.018 Permitted hours for construction and maintenance. 
 
Construction, placement, removal and maintenance of and alterations or modifications to a tower 
or equipment storage facility for a tower shall not be performed except between the hours of 7:00 
a.m. and 9:00 p.m. of any day, except in a bona fide emergency; provided, however, that the 
owner, operator or his agents may perform regular maintenance between the hours of 9:00 p.m. 
through 7:00 a.m. as long as it does not create an unreasonable noise. (1991 Code, sec. 20-187; 
Ordinance 98-529, sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 12-329) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.09 MOBILE HOMES AND MOBILE HOME PARKS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§4.09.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Dependent mobile home means a mobile home which does not have a flush toilet and a bath or 
shower. 
 
Independent mobile home means a mobile home which has a flush toilet and a bath or shower. 
 
Mobile home means a structure: 
 

(1) Constructed before June 15, 1976; 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-74 

(2) Built on a permanent chassis; 
 

(3) Designed for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when the 
structure is connected to the required utilities; 

 
(4) Transportable in one or more sections; 

 
(5) In the traveling mode, at least eight body feet in width or at least 40 body feet in 

length or, when erected on-site, at least 320 square feet; and 
 

(6) Which includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical systems of the 
home. 

 
Mobile home park means any plot of ground upon which two or more mobile homes occupied for 
dwelling or sleeping purposes are located, regardless of whether or not a charge is made for such 
accommodation. 
 
Mobile home space means a plot of ground within a mobile home park designed for the 
accommodation of one mobile home. 
 
Natural or artificial barrier means any river, pond, canal, railroad, levee, embankment, fence or 
hedge. 
 
Park means a mobile home park. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 16-1; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-1) 
 
§4.09.002 Placement outside mobile home park or subdivision prohibited. 
 
(a) The placement of mobile homes within the city shall be prohibited except in platted or 
approved mobile home parks or subdivisions. 
 
(b) Existing mobile homes placed within the city prior to April 28, 1993, shall be allowed to 
remain. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 16-2; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-2) 
 
§4.09.003 Requirements. 
 
(a) Sewage disposal. Each mobile home shall be required to comply with all city regulations 
regarding sanitary sewage connections and capacity fees. 
 
(b) Setbacks. Mobile homes shall comply with the subdivision ordinance setback requirements. 
 
(c) Skirting. Mobile homes shall be skirted in accordance with the Manufactured Housing 
Standards Act; Manufactured Housing Standards Code, V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 
1201. 
 
(d) Blocking. Mobile homes shall comply with blocking standards per the provisions of the 
Manufactured Housing Standards Act; Manufactured Housing Standards Code, V.T.C.A., 
Occupations Code chapter 1201. 
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(e) Mobile offices and construction trailers. Mobile offices and mobile construction trailers 
shall conform to the aforementioned regulations. All mobile offices and trailers shall be promptly 
removed from the construction site at the completion of the construction project. 
 
(f) Posting of street address. All mobile homes shall be marked with the street address in four-
inch or larger numbers, clearly visible from the street. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 16-3; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-3) 
 
§4.09.004 Powers and duties of building official. 
 
The building official shall enforce all the provisions of this article and shall act on any question 
relative to the mode or manner of construction and the materials to be used in the erection, 
addition to, alteration, repair, removal, location, occupancy and maintenance of mobile homes, 
except as may otherwise be specifically provided for by statutory requirements, or as herein 
provided. (1991 Code, sec. 16-4; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-
4) 
 
§4.09.005 Notices and orders. 
 
The building official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to remove illegal or unsafe 
conditions, and to ensure compliance with all the requirements of this article for safety, health 
and general welfare of the public. (1991 Code, sec. 16-5; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 
4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-5) 
 
§4.09.006 Tie-downs. 
 
All mobile homes shall be tied down in accordance with all local ordinances, state laws and 
federal guidelines. The mobile home shall be anchored to resist overturning or sliding due to 
wind. Anchors, or tie-downs, such as cast-in-place concrete, deadmen, eyelets imbedded in 
concrete, screw augers or arrowhead anchors, shall be placed at least at each corner of the mobile 
home. Each device shall be able to sustain a minimum load of 4,800 pounds. (1991 Code, sec. 16-
6; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-6) 
 
§4.09.007 Maintenance. 
 
All mobile homes, both existing and new, and all parts thereof shall be maintained in a safe and 
sanitary condition. All devices or safeguards which are required by this article or by standards 
adopted by this code in a mobile home shall be maintained in good working order. (1991 Code, 
sec. 16-7; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-7) 
 
§4.09.008 Sales, storage and repair lots. 
 
(a) All storage and repair lots must be surrounded by an eight-foot board fence with locked 
gates to restrict public access. 
 
(b) All sales lots must be surrounded by a minimum of a six-foot chain-link fence with gates 
and other security devices whereby the lot can be closed for off-business hours. 
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(c) All mobile homes must be at least 20 feet from the inside lot line, 20 feet from all corners 
and no closer than 20 feet from any other habitable structures. Mobile homes can be no closer 
than ten feet apart. 
 
(d) Storage, sales and repair lots shall be well lighted, and all vegetation and trash must be 
taken care of in a prudent manner. Fire protection must be provided and conform to present city, 
state and federal fire prevention codes. 
 
(e) To store or repair a mobile home, a permit must be obtained for either storage or repair. 
Such permit shall be good for 60 days’ duration and can be renewed. The fee for a storage or 
repair permit shall be as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time prior to moving the mobile home into the city limits. 
 
(f) Employees shall not reside in a mobile home under repair or for sale. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 16-63; 1991 Code, sec. 16-113; 2007 Code, sec. 24-144) 
 
§§4.09.009–4.09.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Permit 
 
§4.09.031 Required. 
 
Any person occupying and maintaining a mobile home outside of a duly licensed mobile home 
park within this city on June 1, 1973, and any person occupying and maintaining a mobile home 
within a duly licensed mobile home park or desiring to do so, shall first obtain a permit therefor 
from the city. Failure to obtain a permit and continued occupancy and maintenance of a mobile 
home without renewal of such permit shall be a misdemeanor. (1991 Code, sec. 16-31; Ordinance 
93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-33) 
 
§4.09.032 Application. 
 
Applications for permits required by the provisions of this division shall be made to the building 
official, giving the name and address of the applicant and a description of the property upon 
which the mobile home is to be located. (1991 Code, sec. 16-32; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, 
adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-34) 
 
§4.09.033 Affidavit. 
 
No permit shall be issued under the provisions of this division until an affidavit has been 
submitted to the city stating that the purpose for which the permit is being sought will not violate 
any deed restrictions or covenants running with the land to which the property may be subject. 
(1991 Code, sec. 16-33; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 Code, sec. 24-35) 
 
§4.09.034 Fee. 
 
The fee for a permit required by the provisions of this division shall be as currently established or 
as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time, and shall be paid before 
such permit is issued. (1991 Code, sec. 16-34; Ordinance 93-466, sec. 1, adopted 4/28/93; 2007 
Code, sec. 24-36) 
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§§4.09.035–4.09.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Mobile Home Parks 
 

Part I. In General 
 
§4.09.061 Maintenance. 
 
Every person owning or operating a mobile home park shall maintain such park, and any 
facilities, fixtures and permanent equipment in connection therewith, in a clean and sanitary 
condition and shall maintain such equipment in a state of good repair. (1973 Code, sec. 16-18; 
1991 Code, sec. 16-61; 2007 Code, sec. 24-61) 
 
§4.09.062 Office building. 
 
Each mobile home park shall be provided with a building to be known as the office in which shall 
be kept copies of all records pertaining to the management and supervision of the park, as well as 
rules and regulations of the park, and such records, rules and regulations shall be available for 
inspection by law enforcement officers, public health officials and other officials whose duties 
necessitate acquisition of the information contained therein. (1973 Code, sec. 16-19; 1991 Code, 
sec. 16-62; 2007 Code, sec. 24-62) 
 
§4.09.063 Rules and regulations. 
 
It shall be the duty of the owner, his agent, representative or manager to prescribe rules and 
regulations for management of the mobile home park; to make adequate provisions for the 
enforcement of such rules; and to subscribe to any and all subsequent rules and regulations which 
may be adopted for the management of such park. Copies of all such rules and regulations shall 
be furnished to the city council. In addition thereto, it shall be the duty of the owner, his agent, 
representative or manager to comply strictly with the following: 
 

(1) Provide for regular inspection of the water and sanitary conveniences. 
 

(2) Provide for the collection and removal of garbage and other waste material. 
 

(3) Prohibit the placing or storage of unsightly material or vehicles of any kind. 
 

(4) Provide for the regular cleaning, painting, repairing and disinfecting of all buildings. 
 

(5) Take such other measures as may be deemed to be necessary by the city to preserve 
the health, comfort and safety of all persons residing in the park and the general 
public. 

 
(6) Report to the city, within 24 hours, all cases of communicable diseases or suspected 

cases of communicable diseases affecting any guest or employee of the park. 
 

(7) Report immediately to the police department all acts of disorderly character 
committed by any person inside the park. 
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(8) See that copies of all rules and regulations are prepared and posted in conspicuous 
locations throughout the park. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 16-20; 1991 Code, sec. 16-63; 2007 Code, sec. 24-63) 
 
§4.09.064 Management. 
 
Each mobile home park shall be under the direct management of the owner or his agent or 
representative, for whose acts he shall be fully responsible. The name of the person entrusted with 
the direct management of a park shall be filed for reference with the city council. Such person 
must be of good reputation and character and shall satisfy the city council of his experience and 
capacity to supervise, manage, regulate and control the park and maintain good sanitary 
conditions in and about the park. (1973 Code, sec. 16-21; 1991 Code, sec. 16-64; 2007 Code, sec. 
24-64) 
 
§4.09.065 Supervision. 
 
A responsible attendant, caretaker, owner or operator shall be in charge at all times to keep the 
mobile home park, its facilities and equipment in a clean, orderly and sanitary condition and he 
shall be answerable, with the licensee, for any violation of the provisions of this division. (1973 
Code, sec. 16-22; 1991 Code, sec. 16-65; 2007 Code, sec. 24-65) 
 
§4.09.066 Register of occupants. 
 
(a) It shall be the duty of the licensee to keep a register containing a record of all mobile home 
owners and occupants located within the park. The register shall contain the following 
information: 
 

(1) The name and address of each occupant. 
 

(2) The make, model and year of all automobiles and mobile homes. 
 

(3) The license number and owner of each mobile home and the automobile by which it 
is towed. 

 
(4) The state issuing such license. 

 
(5) The date of arrival and of departure of each mobile home. 

 
(6) Whether or not each mobile home is an independent or dependent mobile home. 

 
(b) The park shall keep the register available for inspection, at all times, by law enforcement 
officers, public health officials and other officials whose duties necessitate acquisition of the 
information contained in the register. The register records shall not be destroyed for a period of 
three years following the date of registration. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 16-23; 1991 Code, sec. 16-66; 2007 Code, sec. 24-66) 
 
§§4.09.067–4.09.090 Reserved. 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 4: Building Regulations 

 4-79 

Part II. License 
 
§4.09.091 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain or operate, within the limits of the city, any mobile 
home park unless such person shall first obtain a license therefor. (1973 Code, sec. 16-30; 1991 
Code, sec. 16-76; 2007 Code, sec. 24-91) 
 
§4.09.092 Application. 
 
Applications for a mobile home park license shall be filed in triplicate with the city council. 
Applications shall be in writing, signed by the applicant, and shall contain the following: 
 

(1) The name and address of the applicant. 
 

(2) The location and legal description of the mobile home park. 
 

(3) A complete plan of the park showing compliance with the provisions of this part. 
 

(4) Plans and specifications of all buildings and other improvements constructed or to be 
constructed within the park. 

 
(5) Such further information as may be requested by the city council, to enable it to 

determine if the mobile home park will comply with the legal requirements. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 16-31; 1991 Code, sec. 16-77; 2007 Code, sec. 24-92) 
 
§4.09.093 Investigation. 
 
The city manager or designee, city health officer and city council shall investigate the applicant 
for a license required by the provisions of this part and inspect the proposed plans and 
specifications. Each of them shall then make a report to the city council concerning such 
applicant and include therein their recommendations relative to the issuance of a license. If the 
mobile home park will be in compliance with all provisions of this part and all other applicable 
ordinances or statutes, the city council may approve the application and, in the case of proposed 
parks, make such approval contingent upon the completion of the park according to the plans and 
specifications submitted with the application. (1973 Code, sec. 16-32; 1991 Code, sec. 16-78; 
2007 Code, sec. 24-93; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§4.09.094 Fee. 
 
The annual license fee for each mobile home park shall be as currently established or as hereafter 
adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. No fee shall be charged for the 
transfer of such license as provided for in this part. (1973 Code, sec. 16-33; 1991 Code, sec. 16-
79; 2007 Code, sec. 24-94) 
 
§4.09.095 Issuance. 
 
Upon approval by the city council, the city manager or designee shall issue a license applied for 
under the provisions of this part. (1973 Code, sec. 16-34; 1991 Code, sec. 16-80; 2007 Code, sec. 
24-95; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
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§4.09.096 Transfer. 
 
Upon application for a transfer of a mobile home park license, the city council may issue a 
transfer if the city council finds that the transferee is in compliance with this part. Such original 
license and transfer thereof may be granted at any time during the year. (1973 Code, sec. 16-35; 
1991 Code, sec. 16-81; 2007 Code, sec. 24-96) 
 
§4.09.097 Expiration. 
 
Every license issued under the provisions of this part shall expire at the end of the fiscal year of 
the city during which the same was issued, unless previously revoked or terminated. (1973 Code, 
sec. 16-36; 1991 Code, sec. 16-82; 2007 Code, sec. 24-97) 
 
§4.09.098 Posting. 
 
The license certificate issued under the provisions of this part shall be conspicuously posted in the 
office of or on the premises of the mobile home park at all times. (1973 Code, sec. 16-37; 1991 
Code, sec. 16-83; 2007 Code, sec. 24-98) 
 
§4.09.099 Revocation. 
 
The city council may revoke any license issued under the provisions of this part when the licensee 
has been found guilty by a court of competent jurisdiction of violating any provision of this 
division. After such conviction, the license may be reissued if the circumstances leading to 
conviction have been remedied and the park is being maintained and operated in full compliance 
with law and this division. (1973 Code, sec. 16-38; 1991 Code, sec. 16-84; 2007 Code, sec. 24-
99) 
 
§§4.09.100–4.09.120 Reserved. 
 

Part III. Site Requirements 
 
§4.09.121 Compliance. 
 
Every mobile home park established and operated within this city shall conform to the provisions 
of this part. (1973 Code, sec. 16-46; 1991 Code, sec. 16-96; 2007 Code, sec. 24-127) 
 
§4.09.122 Location. 
 
Each boundary of a mobile home park shall be at least 200 feet from any permanent residential 
building located outside the park, unless separated therefrom by a natural or artificial barrier, or 
unless a majority of the property owners according to area within such 200 feet consent in writing 
to the establishment of the park. The provisions of this section shall not apply to mobile home 
parks already in existence and in operation on January 8, 1970, and such existing and operating 
parks shall be treated as a nonconforming use insofar as the requirements of this section are 
concerned. (1973 Code, sec. 16-47; 1991 Code, sec. 16-97; 2007 Code, sec. 24-128) 
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§4.09.123 Drainage. 
 
The mobile home park shall be located on a well-drained site, properly graded to ensure rapid 
drainage and freedom from stagnant pools of water. (1973 Code, sec. 16-48; 1991 Code, sec. 16-
98; 2007 Code, sec. 24-129) 
 
§4.09.124 Minimum size of spaces. 
 
Mobile home spaces shall be provided in every mobile home park consisting of a minimum of 
1,000 square feet for each space, which shall be at least 25 feet wide and clearly defined. (1973 
Code, sec. 16-49; 1991 Code, sec. 16-99; 2007 Code, sec. 24-130) 
 
§4.09.125 Placement of homes. 
 
Mobile homes shall be so harbored on each space that there shall be at least 15 feet of clearance 
between mobile homes; provided, however, that with respect to mobile homes parked end-to-end, 
the end-to-end clearance between mobile homes may be less than 15 feet but shall not be less 
than ten feet. No mobile home shall be located closer than ten feet from any building within the 
park or from any property line bounding the park. (1973 Code, sec. 16-50; 1991 Code, sec. 16-
100; 2007 Code, sec. 24-131) 
 
§4.09.126 Setbacks. 
 
No mobile home shall be situated closer to the street upon which the mobile home park fronts 
than 30 feet from the front property line, and in the case of mobile home parks situated [on a side 
street] nearer than 25 feet to the property line adjacent to the side street. (1973 Code, sec. 16-51; 
1991 Code, sec. 16-101; 2007 Code, sec. 24-132) 
 
§4.09.127 Recreation area. 
 
Each mobile home park shall have a park or playground area, centrally located within such park, 
having a minimum area in size equal to ten square feet per mobile home space. (1973 Code, sec. 
16-52; 1991 Code, sec. 16-102; 2007 Code, sec. 24-133) 
 
§4.09.128 Electrical outlets. 
 
An electrical outlet supplying at least 110 volts shall be provided for each mobile home space 
within each mobile home park. (1973 Code, sec. 16-53; 1991 Code, sec. 16-103; 2007 Code, sec. 
24-134) 
 
§4.09.129 Service buildings. 
 
Each park shall provide service buildings to house toilet facilities, bathing facilities and laundry 
facilities as hereinafter more particularly prescribed. (1973 Code, sec. 16-54; 1991 Code, sec. 16-
104; 2007 Code, sec. 24-135) 
 
§4.09.130 Driveways. 
 
All mobile home spaces shall abut upon a driveway of not less than 25 feet in width which shall 
have unobstructed access to a public street, alley or highway. All driveways shall be hard-
surfaced, well marked in the daytime and lighted at night. The minimum quality of such driveway 
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surfacing shall be two-course gravel surface to be approved by the city engineer. (1973 Code, sec. 
16-55; 1991 Code, sec. 16-105; 2007 Code, sec. 24-136) 
 
§4.09.131 Walkways. 
 
Walkways not less than two feet wide shall be provided from the mobile home spaces to the 
service buildings. The walkway shall be hard-surfaced, well marked in the daytime and lighted at 
night. (1973 Code, sec. 16-56; 1991 Code, sec. 16-106; 2007 Code, sec. 24-137) 
 
§4.09.132 Additional construction attached to mobile home. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person operating a mobile home park or occupying a mobile home to 
construct or permit to be constructed in such park or in connection with such mobile home any 
additional structure, building or shelter in connection with or attached to a mobile home, except, 
however, awnings of canvas or metal, suitably constructed, may be attached to such mobile 
homes. (1973 Code, sec. 16-57; 1991 Code, sec. 16-107; 2007 Code, sec. 24-138) 
 
§4.09.133 Water supply. 
 
An adequate supply of pure water for drinking and domestic purposes shall be supplied to meet 
the requirements of the park. The water supply shall be obtained from faucets only. No common 
drinking cups shall be permitted. Each mobile home space shall be provided with a cold water tap 
at least four inches above the ground. An adequate supply of hot water shall be provided at all 
times in the service buildings for all bathing, washing, cleansing and laundry facilities. (1973 
Code, sec. 16-58; 1991 Code, sec. 16-108; 2007 Code, sec. 24-139) 
 
§4.09.134 Sewage disposal. 
 
Waste from showers, bathtubs, flush toilets, urinals, lavatories, slop sinks and laundries in service 
buildings and other buildings within the park shall be discharged into the public sewerage system 
in compliance with applicable provisions of this code and city ordinances. Each mobile home 
space shall be provided with a trapped sewer at least four inches in diameter which shall be 
connected to receive the waste from the shower, bathtub, flush toilet, lavatory and kitchen sink of 
the mobile home harbored in such space and having any or all of such facilities. The trapped 
sewer in each mobile home space shall be connected to discharge the mobile home waste into the 
public sewer system in compliance with applicable provisions of this code and city ordinances. 
(1973 Code, sec. 16-59; 1991 Code, sec. 16-109; 2007 Code, sec. 24-140) 
 
§4.09.135 Garbage receptacles. 
 
Tightly covered garbage cans or city-approved plastic bags shall be provided in quantities 
adequate to permit disposal of all garbage and rubbish. Garbage cans shall be located not further 
than 200 feet from any mobile home space. The cans shall be kept in sanitary condition at all 
times. Garbage and rubbish shall be collected and disposed of as frequently as may be necessary 
to ensure that the garbage cans shall not overflow. (1973 Code, sec. 16-60; 1991 Code, sec. 16-
110; 2007 Code, sec. 24-141) 
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§4.09.136 Fire protection. 
 
Every park shall be equipped at all times with one fire extinguisher in good working order and 
currently charged for every ten mobile home spaces, located not further than 200 feet from each 
mobile home space. (1973 Code, sec. 16-61; 1991 Code, sec. 16-111; 2007 Code, sec. 24-142) 
 
§4.09.137 Fuel. 
 
Bottled gas for cooking purposes shall not be used at individual mobile home spaces unless the 
containers are properly connected by copper or other suitable metallic tubing. Bottled gas 
cylinders shall be securely fastened in place. No cylinder containing bottled gas shall be located 
in a mobile home space or within five feet of a door thereof. State and local regulations applicable 
to the handling of bottled gas and fuel must be followed. (1973 Code, sec. 16-62; 1991 Code, sec. 
16-112; 2007 Code, sec. 24-143) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.10 RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AND RECREATIONAL VEHICLE 
PARKS 

 
§4.10.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Accessory structure means any structural improvements and/or accessory building to a regulated 
vehicle and/or its site, including awnings, cabanas, carports, garages, porches, storage cabinets, 
storage sheds, and similar appurtenant structures. 
 
Dependent mobile home means a mobile home that does not have a flush toilet and a bath or 
shower. This term does not include a recreational vehicle as defined by 24 CFR section 
3282.8(g). 
 
HUD-code home means a structure constructed on or after June 15, 1976, according to the rules 
of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, transportable in one or 
more sections, which, in the traveling mode, is eight feet or more in width or 40 feet or more in 
length, or, when erected on-site, is 320 or more square feet. This term does not include a 
recreational vehicle as defined by 24 CFR section 3282.8(g). 
 
Independent mobile home means a mobile home which has a flush toilet and a bath or shower. 
This term does not include a recreational vehicle as defined by 24 CFR section 3282.8(g). 
 
Manufactured home means a HUD-code home. 
 
Mobile home means a structure constructed before June 15, 1976; built on a permanent chassis; 
designed for use as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation when the structure is 
connected to the required utilities; transportable in one or more sections; in the traveling mode, at 
least eight body feet in width or at least 40 body feet in length or, when erected on-site, at least 
320 square feet; and which includes the plumbing, heating, air conditioning, and electrical 
systems of the home. 
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Operator means the owner, manager, or the owner or manager’s agent or employee, who owns or 
works to operate the recreational vehicle park. 
 
Recreational vehicle (RV) means: 
 

(1) A vehicle defined by 24 CFR section 3282.8(g); or 
 

(2) A licensed recreational vehicle, camp bus, camper trailer, travel trailer, motor home 
or fifth wheel designed to provide temporary living quarters for recreational camping 
or travel use, constructed with integral wheels to make it mobile and/or towable by a 
motor vehicle, not exceeding 12 feet in width, less side pull-outs. 

 
Recreational vehicle park means a tract or contiguous tracts of land on which there are two or 
more RVs or RV sites occupied or intended for occupancy for temporary dwelling or sleeping 
purposes. 
 
Recreational vehicle space means an area designated or used for parking and/or utilizing a 
recreational vehicle within a recreational vehicle park. 
 
(Ordinance 19-832, sec. 1, adopted 1/10/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-600(a)) 
 
§4.10.002 Occupancy restrictions; occupancy in parks; mobile homes prohibited. 
 
(a) The occupancy or parking of recreational vehicles, including but not limited to camp buses, 
camper trailers, travel trailers, motor homes, or fifth wheels, for use as a residence, outside of a 
recreational vehicle park shall be prohibited. 
 
(b) A RV may be placed at an owner’s residence only so long as the RV is placed in the side or 
rear yard of the lot and it not used for occupancy more than 14 days in any 12 consecutive month 
period. 
 
(c) The occupancy or parking of a HUD-code home, manufactured home, dependent mobile 
home, independent mobile home, or mobile home within a RV park is prohibited. 
 
(d) Accessory structures are prohibited on RV spaces. 
 
(e) The delivery of mail to campers or RV spaces is prohibited and there shall be no private 
mailboxes provided for or located within the park. 
 
(f) The boarding of school buses immediately outside or within the park is prohibited. 
 
(g) Liquid propane tanks greater than 50 gallons in size and are not an integral manufactured 
component of the RV are prohibited. 
 
(h) The use of a recreational vehicle park address for the purposes of securing a driver’s license 
is prohibited. 
 
(i) Occupancy of an RV space within the park for more than 14 consecutive days, or more than 
30 days within any 180-day period, is prohibited. 
 
(j) Tents erected within an RV park are prohibited. 
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(k) Wood and charcoal fires are prohibited. 
 
(l) The maximum number of persons per RV site is seven. 
 
(m) No mobile home, including a dependent or independent mobile home, may be installed or 
moved into the city for use or occupancy as a residential dwelling. 
 
(Ordinance 19-832, sec. 1, adopted 1/10/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-600(b)) 
 
§4.10.003 Standards for recreational vehicle parks. 
 
Every recreational vehicle park established and operated within this city shall conform to the 
provisions of this section. 
 

(1) Compliance with sanitary sewage regulations. Recreational vehicle parks and 
recreational vehicle(s) are required to comply with all city regulations regarding 
sanitary sewage connections and capacity fees. 

 
(2) Park location. Recreational vehicle parks shall be located at least 200 feet from a 

residential neighborhood, school, regular place of religious worship, or existing 
residence. 

 
(3) Screening walls. The recreational vehicle park shall be enclosed by an opaque 

screening wall at least eight feet high but no more than ten feet high. The screening 
wall shall be located within ten feet of the property line. The screening wall shall be 
constructed of double wall brick, thin wall brick, stone masonry, pre-cast concrete 
paneling that has been pattern stamped, or some combination thereof so as to 
establish a decorative look. Columns shall be constructed and centered no more than 
25 feet on center. Metal fencing materials exclusive of decorative embellishments 
shall not be used. 

 
(4) Exterior design requirements. All principal and accessory buildings constructed 

within a recreational vehicle park shall comply with the exterior design requirements 
as set forth in article 9.06 of the Code of Ordinances regardless of setback, visibility 
from a public right-of-way or adjacent to or visible from a single-family or 
multifamily residential property. 

 
(5) Drainage. The recreational vehicle park shall be located on a well-drained site, 

properly graded to ensure rapid drainage and freedom from stagnant pools of water. 
 

(6) Recreational vehicle spaces/sites. 
 

(A) Recreational vehicle spaces shall be provided in every park, consisting of a 
minimum of 1,750 square feet for each space, which shall be at least 25 feet 
wide and clearly defined. 

 
(B) Each RV site shall have a permanent site marker or sign identifying the site 

number. Each site marker or sign shall be easily visible from the adjacent park 
roadway during both daytime and nighttime. 
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(C) Each RV site shall include a parking pad consisting of concrete or asphalt 
material of a minimum size of ten feet wide and 15 feet in depth. Each RV 
shall be parked on the provided parking pad for each RV site. 

 
(D) Each RV site shall provide a minimum of one off-street parking space per 

space or site, and at least one common guest space for every five spaces/sites. 
 

(7) Setbacks. No recreational vehicle may be parked within ten feet of another 
recreational vehicle. No recreational vehicle may be parked within 25 feet of a 
property line. 

 
(8) Recreation area. Each recreational vehicle park shall have a recreation or playground 

area, centrally located within such park, having a minimum area in size equal to ten 
square feet per recreational vehicle space. 

 
(9) Electrical supply. Each RV site shall be provided with electrical service. All 

electrical service shall be underground. The electrical service shall include: 
 

(A) A master electric meter for RV sites. 
 

(B) Location markers for all underground lines. 
 

(C) A minimum of one 20 amp, one 30 amp and one 50 amp power supply per site. 
 

(D) Outlets (receptacles or pressure connectors) shall be housed in approved 
weatherproof outlet boxes. 

 
(10) Water supply. Each RV site shall be provided with a connection to the city water 

supply. This city must approve all proposed water facility plans prior to construction 
and use. The water distribution system for RV sites shall include: 

 
(A) A reduced pressure principle backflow preventer at the property line on the 

discharge side of the master water meter; 
 

(B) A reduced pressure backflow preventer at each RV site and located on the side 
of the site; and 

 
(C) A water riser extending at least 12 inches above ground elevation. 

 
(11) Bathrooms, showers and laundry facilities; sewage and refuse disposal. 

 
(A) Each recreational vehicle park shall provide: 

 
(i) Two bathrooms and two showers; and 

 
(ii) Laundry facilities. 

 
No RV space shall be located more than 200 feet from the public toilet facility. 
All toilet facilities shall be well lit at all times, day or night, well ventilated, 
and constructed of moisture-proof materials. 
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(B) Waste from showers, bathtubs, flush toilets, urinals, lavatories, slop sinks and 
laundries in service buildings and other buildings within the park shall be 
discharged into the public sewerage system in compliance with applicable 
provisions of this code and city ordinances. 

 
(C) Each RV site shall be provided with safe and adequate facilities for the 

collection and removal of waste and garbage. 
 

(D) Each recreational vehicle park shall provide a dump station connected to the 
public sewage system and adequately sized to allow for recreational vehicles to 
dispose of sewage and wastewater. 

 
(12) Garbage receptacles. Tightly covered garbage cans shall be provided in quantities 

adequate to permit disposal of all garbage and rubbish. Garbage cans shall be located 
not further than 200 feet from any RV space. The cans shall be kept in sanitary 
conditions at all times. Garbage and rubbish shall be collected and disposed of as 
frequently as may be necessary to ensure that the garbage cans shall not overflow. 

 
(13) Dumpsters. Trash dumpsters, if any, shall be screened on three sides and easily 

accessible by large garbage trucks. 
 

(14) Office building; inspection of information. Each recreational vehicle park shall be 
provided with a building to be known as the office in which copies of all records 
pertaining to the management and supervision of the park, as well as rules and 
regulations of the park [shall be available], and such records, rules and regulations 
shall be available for inspection by law enforcement officers, public health officials, 
the building official, and other officials whose duties necessitate acquisition of the 
information contained therein. 

 
(15) Service buildings. Each park shall provide service buildings to house toilet facilities, 

bathing facilities and laundry facilities. 
 

(16) Driveways. Each RV site shall have access to an internal private roadway, which 
shall have access to a public street. The entrance of the internal roadway shall have a 
pavement width of at least 30 feet with an adequate curb radius. No RV site shall 
have direct access to a public street. All driveways shall be hard-surfaced, well-
marked in the daytime and lighted at night. The minimum quality of such driveway 
surfacing shall be two-course gravel surface to be approved by the city engineer. 

 
(17) Walkways. Walkways not less than three feet wide shall be provided from the RV 

sites to the service buildings. The walkway shall be hard-surfaced, well-marked in 
the daytime and lighted at night. 

 
(18) Maintenance. Every person owning or operating a mobile home park shall maintain 

such park, and any facilities, fixtures and permanent equipment in connection 
therewith, in a clean and sanitary condition and shall maintain such equipment in a 
state of good repair. 

 
(19) Rules and regulations; responsibilities of manager. It shall be the duty of the owner, 

his/her agent, representative or manager to prescribe rules and regulations for 
management of the mobile home park; to make adequate provisions for the 
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enforcement of such rules; and to subscribe to any and all subsequent rules and 
regulations which may be adopted for the management of such park. Copies of all 
such rules and regulations shall be furnished to the city. In addition thereto it shall be 
the duty of the owner, owner’s agent, representative or manager to comply strictly 
with the following: 

 
(A) Provide for regular inspection of the water and sanitary conveniences. 

 
(B) Provide for the collection and removal of garbage and other waste material. 

 
(C) Prohibit the placing or storage of unsightly material or vehicles of any kind. 

 
(D) Provide for the regular cleaning, painting, repairing and disinfecting of all 

buildings. 
 

(E) Take such other measures as may be deemed to be necessary by the city to 
preserve the health, comfort and safety of all persons utilizing the park and the 
general public. 

 
(F) Report to the city, within 24 hours, all cases of communicable diseases or 

suspected cases of communicable diseases affecting any guest or employee of 
the park. 

 
(G) Report immediately to the police department all acts of disorderly character 

committed by any person inside the park. 
 

(H) See that copies of all rules and regulations are prepared and posted in 
conspicuous locations throughout the park. 

 
(20) Management. Each recreational vehicle park shall be under the direct management of 

the owner or his/her agent or representative, for whose acts s/he shall be fully 
responsible. The name of the person entrusted with the direct management of a park 
shall be filed for reference with the chief building official. Such person must be of 
good reputation and character and shall satisfy the city of his/her experience and 
capacity to supervise, manage, regulate and control the park and maintain good 
sanitary conditions in and about the park. 

 
(21) Supervision. A responsible attendant, caretaker, owner or operator shall be on-site 

and in charge at all times to keep the recreational vehicle park, its facilities and 
equipment in a clean, orderly and sanitary condition and s/he shall be answerable, 
with the owner, for any violation of the provisions of this article. 

 
(22) Registration of occupants. It shall be the duty of the owner or operator to keep a 

register containing a record of all mobile home owners and occupants located within 
the park. The register shall contain the following information: 

 
(A) The name and address of each occupant; 

 
(B) The make, model and year of all automobiles and recreational vehicles; 

 
(C) The state issuing such license; 
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(D) The date of arrival and departure of each recreational vehicle. 

 
(Ordinance 19-832, sec. 1, adopted 1/10/19; 2007 Code, sec. 12-600; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.11 TENTS AND OTHER TEMPORARY STRUCTURES 
 
§4.11.001 Definitions. 
 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivation shall have 
the meaning given below: 
 
Tent means a framework or structure covered by entirely or primarily with fabric or other flexible 
material and that provides some protection for a covered or enclosed area from the weather, and 
includes awnings, cabanas, canopy, or umbrella. 
 
(Ordinance 22-932 adopted 5/12/22) 
 
§4.11.002 Tents prohibited for permanent or temporary residential use. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person erects or occupies within the city a tent for the 
purpose of living or sleeping. 
 
(b) A person commits an offense if the person erects or occupies within the city a tent for 
overnight camping. 
 
(Ordinance 22-932 adopted 5/12/22) 
 
§4.11.003 Certain residential use of tents permitted; affirmative defenses. 
 
It shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution of an offense under section 4.11.002 that: 
 

(1) The person has a permit issued by the city’s chief building official and the person is 
participating in a youth camping program under adult supervision; or 

 
(2) The person erects or occupies a tent smaller than 400 square feet on a property used 

as a single-family residence, the tent is used for the homeowner’s hosted function, 
and a tent is not used for a period of more than 30 days per calendar year or 3 
consecutive days in any given month. 

 
(Ordinance 22-932 adopted 5/12/22) 
 
§4.11.004 Temporary nonresidential use of tents permitted. 
 
(a) A permit issued by the chief building official is required for the use of a nonresidential tent 
that is larger than 400 square feet. 
 

(1) The application for such permit shall be made to the chief building official on a form 
as prescribed by the building and permits department. 
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(2) The fee for such permit shall be established by resolution of the city council. 

 
(3) The applicant is required to submit a site plan showing the location of the tent on the 

property upon which it will be located. 
 

(4) The tent shall conform to the International Fire Code as published and inspected and 
approved by the fire marshal prior to the tent being erected. 

 
(5) The area of occupancy provided by the tent, when added to the enclosed area of other 

structures on the property on which the tent is located, is required to meet the off-
street parking requirements of the city otherwise provided by this code. 

 
(6) The permit shall be valid for a period of one (1) year and must be displayed within 

the tent when it is erected. 
 

(7) The use of a tent permitted under this section shall not be utilized for a period of 
more than 15 consecutive days or for more than 60 days within a 365-day period. 

 
(8) The proposed use of a tent permitted under this section shall not otherwise cause the 

property on which the tent is located to be in noncompliance with any other 
applicable requirement of this code. 

 
(9) If the applicant is not the owner of the property on which the tent is to be erected, the 

applicant shall provide an affidavit from the property owner granting permission to 
be on the property and use of restroom facilities within 300 feet of the tent. 

 
(10) No permit shall be issued without five-working days’ prior written notice to the city’s 

chief building official and fire marshal. 
 
(b) The use of tents for nonresidential purposes that are smaller than 400 square feet is 
permissible without a permit under the following conditions: 
 

(1) The erection and use of the tent does not exceed seven (7) consecutive days within a 
90-day period on any property within the city; 

 
(2) The erection and use of the tent does not exceed 60 days within any 365-day period 

on any property within the city. 
 
(Ordinance 22-932 adopted 5/12/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE 4.12 EXTERIOR SECURITY CAMERAS 
 
§4.12.001 Applicable businesses. 
 
The following types of businesses and property uses shall be subject to the requirements of this 
article: 
 

(1) Convenience stores or any business that is primarily engaged in the retail sale of 
convenience goods, or both convenience goods and gasoline, and has less than 
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10,000 square feet of retail floor space. Convenience store does not include any 
business where there is no retail floor space accessible to the public; 

 
(2) Bars (including taverns, nightclubs, cocktail lounges and cabarets), as defined in 

section 7.03.001 of this code; 
 

(3) Multifamily dwelling developments, as defined in section 9.06.002 of this code; 
 

(4) Hotels (including motels, inns and rooming houses), as defined in section 2.08.091 of 
this code; 

 
(5) Amusement redemption machine game rooms or game room, as defined in section 

5.09.001 of this code; 
 

(6) Sexually oriented businesses, which shall mean those businesses listed in section 
5.10.004 of this code. 

 
(Ordinance 22-929 adopted 4/28/22) 
 
§4.12.002 Camera required. 
 
(a) A business subject to the requirements of this article shall have digital high-resolution 
surveillance cameras sufficient to provide an overall view from the exterior of the building to the 
property line and each camera shall be placed in consultation with the city police department. 
Each camera shall display the date and time of the recording. The camera must be capable of 
providing a digital image with a minimum resolution of two megapixels, a minimum aspect ratio 
of 1920 horizontal pixels by 1080 vertical pixels, and a minimum frame rate of 30 frames per 
second. The camera shall have wide dynamic range capabilities. The camera shall be capable of 
exporting video footage in a non-proprietary MPEG-4 format. 
 
(b) Each camera shall be maintained in proper working order at all times. Each camera shall be 
operating at all times, including hours when the facility is not open for business. 
 
(c) The owner shall, within 72 hours of a request, provide digital color video footage in 
connection with crime investigations to the police department. 
 
(d) The owner or operator shall maintain a library of the recorded digital footage for not less 
than 30 days. 
 
(e) A business subject to the requirements of this article shall have posted at all public exists 
and entrances signs or decals indicating that surveillance cameras are in use. 
 
(Ordinance 22-929 adopted 4/28/22) 
 
§4.12.003 Violation. 
 
Any person who shall willfully, intentionally, or with criminal negligence violate any provision 
of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction shall be fined by an 
amount in accordance with section 1.01.009 of the Code of Ordinances. Each day of violation 
shall constitute a separate offense. (Ordinance 22-929 adopted 4/28/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
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ARTICLE 4.13 FAMILY TYPE HOMES 
 
§4.13.001 Purpose and policy. 
 
The purpose of this article is to provide for persons with disabilities who wish to share residential 
living arrangements in a family-type environment. This article shall be administered to carry out 
this purpose. Nothing in this article shall be construed as attempting to regulate the right of 
persons with disabilities to purchase single-family residences or to affect the right of individuals 
to care for family members who are disabled. Nothing in this article shall be applied to 
“community homes” contrary to chapter 123 of the Texas Human Resources Code. (Ordinance 
22-930 adopted 4/28/22) 
 
§4.13.002 Approval required. 
 
Subject to compliance with this article: 
 

(1) The chief building official may grant approval, in the form of a permit, for a family-
type home for less than four persons with disabilities, plus one caregiver; 

 
(2) The city manager may grant approval, in the form of a permit, for a family-type home 

for five but no more than six persons with disabilities plus up to two caregivers, all of 
which shall be prescribed and limited by the permit. 

 
(Ordinance 22-930 adopted 4/28/22) 
 
§4.13.003 Appeal. 
 
(a) Any of the following persons may appeal to the city manager for a decision made by the 
chief building official or to the city council for a decision made by the city manager that is related 
to a specific permit: 
 

(1) A person who filed the application for a permit that is subject of the decision; or 
 

(2) The owner or representative of the owner of the property that is subject of the 
decision; or 

 
(3) Any person who is aggrieved by the decision. 

 
(b) The appellant must file with the city manager and the city council a notice of appeal 
specifying the grounds of the appeal. The appeal must be filed not later than thirty (30) days after 
the date the decision is made. 
 
(c) The city manager and/or the city council shall set a reasonable time for the appeal hearing 
and give public notice of the hearing and due notice to the parties in interest. The city manager 
and/or the city council shall decide the matter within a reasonable time and may reverse or affirm, 
in whole or in part, or modify the decision that is appealed. 
 
(Ordinance 22-930 adopted 4/28/22) 
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§4.13.004 Minimum standards. 
 
Each home must meet the following standards: 
 

(1) Only residential use is allowed. 
 

(2) The home must be inspected by the chief building official or his/her designee and 
found to be in compliance with the appropriate portions of the “Minimum Licensing 
Standards for Facilities Serving Persons with Mental Retardation and Related 
Conditions,” or its most current amendment as established by Texas Department of 
Health, Bureau of Long Term Care, or the “Minimum Licensing Standards for 
Personal Care Facilities” as established and amended under Texas Health and Safety 
Code, section 247.001 et seq. If the facility is licensed by the state, the administrative 
official may waive the inspection. 

 
(3) The residents of a community home may not keep for the use of residents of the 

home, either on the premises of the home or on a public-right-of-way adjacent to the 
home, motor vehicles in number that exceed the number of bedrooms in the home. 

 
(4) The home must be inspected by the chief building official and found to be in 

compliance with applicable fire, housing and building codes of the city. 
 

(5) The home may not be located closer than 1/2 mile to a pre-existing family home or a 
community home. The measurement is made in a straight line from property line to 
property line. 

 
(6) The holder of the permit or special exception, and at least one designated caregiver 

living in the home, must affirm in writing that they will be in charge of and 
responsible for the operation of the home including compliance with applicable 
regulations. 

 
(7) The permit must be prominently displayed at all times at the facility. 

 
(8) Prior to receiving a permit, the applicant must provide, on a form supplied by the 

city, a site plan which clearly shows compliance with the following criteria: 
 

(A) At least 100 square feet of floor space for each single-occupancy bedroom; 
 

(B) At least 120 square feet in each double-occupancy bedroom; 
 

(C) No more than two persons per bedroom; and 
 

(D) A separate bedroom or other appropriate designated area for the designated 
caregiver. 

 
(Ordinance 22-930 adopted 4/28/22) 
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§4.13.005 Other provisions. 
 
Permits are also subject to these additional provisions: 
 

(1) There is no permit or application fee. 
 

(2) A permit has a term of one year. 
 

(3) Permits expire automatically if the authorized use is discontinued for 180 days or 
longer, or if the facility is used for conventional single-family use or other use. 

 
(Ordinance 22-930 adopted 4/28/22) 



 5-1 

CHAPTER 5 
 

BUSINESS REGULATIONS 
 
 
Article 5.01 General Provisions ............................................................................................. 5-7 
Article 5.02 Alarm Systems ................................................................................................... 5-7 
 Division 1. Generally ............................................................................................................ 5-7 
 Division 2. Alarm User Permit ............................................................................................. 5-9 
Article 5.03 Alcoholic Beverages......................................................................................... 5-10 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-10 
 Division 2. License or Permit ............................................................................................. 5-11 
 Division 3. Prohibition of Nudity in Commercial Establishments Serving or 
     Permitting Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages .......................................... 5-12 
Article 5.04 Garage Sales ..................................................................................................... 5-13 
Article 5.05 Peddlers, Solicitors, Transient Businesses and Handbill Distributors.............. 5-15 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-15 
 Division 2. Peddlers ............................................................................................................ 5-16 
  Part I. In General ......................................................................................................... 5-16 
  Part II. License ............................................................................................................. 5-17 
 Division 3. Transient Retail Businesses.............................................................................. 5-23 
 Division 4. Distribution of Handbills.................................................................................. 5-26 
Article 5.06 Junk Dealers ..................................................................................................... 5-28 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-28 
 Division 2. License ............................................................................................................. 5-31 
Article 5.07 Precious Metals and Gems Dealers .................................................................. 5-34 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-34 
 Division 2. License ............................................................................................................. 5-37 
Article 5.08 Pool and Billiard Rooms .................................................................................. 5-40 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-40 
 Division 2. License ............................................................................................................. 5-41 
Article 5.09 Amusement Redemption Machine Game Rooms ............................................ 5-43 
Article 5.10 Sexually Oriented Businesses .......................................................................... 5-52 
Article 5.11 Oil and Gas Wells ............................................................................................ 5-84 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-84 
 Division 2. Permit ............................................................................................................... 5-89 
Article 5.12 Hotels and Motels............................................................................................. 5-93 
Article 5.13 Wreckers and Vehicle Storage Facilities.......................................................... 5-94 
 Division 1. Generally .......................................................................................................... 5-94 
 Division 2. Vehicle Storage Facilities............................................................................... 5-102 
 Division 3. Wrecker Permit .............................................................................................. 5-105 
 Division 4. Wrecker Drivers ............................................................................................. 5-109 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-2 

Article 5.14 Taxicabs ......................................................................................................... 5-112 
 Division 1. Generally ........................................................................................................ 5-112 
 Division 2. Permit ............................................................................................................. 5-114 
 Division 3. Liability Insurance.......................................................................................... 5-117 
 Division 4. Drivers............................................................................................................ 5-118 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Next page is 5-7.] 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-7 

ARTICLE 5.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§5.01.001 Insurance and inspection certificate for amusement rides. 
 
(a) Definition; exceptions. In this section, the term “amusement ride” means any mechanical 
device that carries or conveys passengers along, around or over a fixed or restricted route or 
course or within a defined area for the purpose of giving its passengers amusement, pleasure or 
excitement, but such term does not include: 
 

(1) Any coin-operated ride that is manually, mechanically or electrically operated and 
customarily placed in a public location and that does not normally require the 
supervision or services of an operator; or 

 
(2) Nonmechanized playground equipment including, but not limited to, swings, see-

saws, stationary spring-mounted animal features, rider-propelled merry-go-rounds, 
climbers, playground slides, trampolines and physical fitness devices. 

 
(b) Filing of inspection certificate and insurance policy. No person shall conduct, operate, 
manage or sponsor any amusement ride without first filing with the city manager or designee a 
copy of the inspection certificate and the insurance policy required by V.T.C.A., Occupations 
Code section 2151.101. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-13; 1991 Code, sec. 6-1; 2007 Code, sec. 8-1; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.02 ALARM SYSTEMS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.02.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Alarm user means any person, partnership, association, corporation, business or residence where 
a fire alarm protective service or burglar alarm protective service is installed. 
 
Burglar alarm protective service means any service whereby the person providing such service 
employs electronic or mechanical means to detect the unlawful entry into a premises, attempted 
unlawful entry into a premises, or any other illegal activity in or on the premises in the city, the 
report of which is then transmitted to or through the communication system of the police 
department of the city, or is in any manner connected with the police communication system of 
the police department of the city. The term “burglar alarm protective service,” as used in this 
article, means the activity of maintaining, servicing, repairing, altering, replacing, moving or 
installing in or on any building, place or premises any device designed or used for detection of 
unauthorized entry or to alert others of the commission of an unlawful act or both. 
 
False alarm means any alarm that requires the response of the city police department or fire 
department and it is determined that no such cause for the alarm existed of the kind for which the 
alarm system was designed. 
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Fire alarm protective service means any service whereby the person providing such service 
employs electronic or mechanical means to detect the presence of fire, smoke or excessive heat 
on any premises in the city, the report of which is then transmitted to or through the 
communication system of the fire department of the city or is in any manner connected with the 
fire alarm communication system of the fire department of the city. The term “fire alarm 
protective service,” as used in this article, means the activity of maintaining, servicing, altering, 
replacing, moving or installing in or on any building, place or premises any device designed or 
used for detection of fire. 
 
Fire chief means the chief of the fire department of the city. 
 
License means an authority, as described herein, duly granted by the manager and based upon the 
findings of public convenience and necessity by the manager. 
 
Local alarm means a local protective signaling system so designed and operated that both the 
equipment for detecting fire or unlawful entry and the equipment for sounding a warning thereof 
by bell, horn, siren or other means are located on the particular premises being protected. 
 
Person means any individual, partnership, association, corporation or society operating a fire 
alarm protective service or burglar alarm protective service, but such term shall not include the 
city. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-1; 1991 Code, sec. 4-1; Ordinance 90-438, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 
Code, sec. 4-1) 
 
§5.02.002 Effect on franchises. 
 
The adoption of this article shall not repeal any franchise for the operation of any fire alarm 
protective service or burglar alarm protective service granted by an ordinance of the city council. 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-3; 1991 Code, sec. 4-2; 2007 Code, sec. 4-2) 
 
§5.02.003 Local alarms. 
 
No local alarm shall make a sound similar to that of a siren on emergency vehicles or similar to a 
civil defense warning system. The licensee, installer or alarm user of a local alarm shall post a 
clearly legible notice near the external location of such alarm reflecting the name and telephone 
number of the person to be notified to render repairs or service during any hour of the day or 
night that such alarm sounds. Such notice shall be posted in such a position as to be readable by a 
person of average height from the ground level adjacent to the building. It shall be unlawful for 
the person designated to be notified, after being notified that such alarm is sounding, to refuse to 
come to the premises to shut off such alarm or to assist officers or firefighters in an inspection of 
the premises. (1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-6; 1991 Code, sec. 4-5; 2007 Code, sec. 4-3) 
 
§5.02.004 Conformance with state law. 
 
All licenses and permits for alarm systems must comply with V.T.C.A., Local Government Code 
section 214.191 et seq., and V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 1702. (1991 Code, sec. 4-21; 
Ordinance 90-438, sec. IV, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 Code, sec. 4-25) 
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§5.02.005 Charge for the city response to alarm. 
 
(a) Each alarm user in the city will be allowed the following number of false alarms in a 12-
month period during the calendar year (January 1 through December 31) without charge to the 
alarm user: 
 

(1) Three (3) false fire alarms; 
 

(2) Three (3) false burglar alarms; 
 

(3) Three (3) false hold-up alarms. 
 
(b) Charges for false alarms shall be as currently established or as hereafter adopted by 
resolution of the city council from time to time. 
 
(c) The city will not monitor any alarm whose physical location is not within the corporate 
limits of the city. 
 
(d) The burden of proof that the activation of the alarm system was not a false alarm shall rest 
with the alarm user. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-39; 1991 Code, sec. 4-75; Ordinance 90-438, sec. V, adopted 7/12/90; 
2007 Code, sec. 4-58; Ordinance 21-902, sec. 3, adopted 6/24/21) 
 
§§5.02.006–5.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Alarm User Permit 
 
§5.02.031 Required. 
 
Each alarm user in the city must be issued an alarm user permit. (1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-36; 1991 
Code, sec. 4-71; 2007 Code, sec. 4-54) 
 
§5.02.032 Responsibility for obtaining permit. 
 
(a) No person shall operate, cause to be operated or permit the operation of an alarm system 
unless a current permit has been issued by the city permit department for such system; provided, 
however, that this subsection shall not be applicable to an alarm system business which monitors, 
services or monitors and services an alarm system installed and designed to protect property 
under the control of a person other than the alarm system business, but the person in control of 
the property which the alarm system is designed to protect shall be subject to prosecution if he 
permits the operation of such system without a valid permit. 
 
(b) The person in control of the property shall obtain a single permit for all alarm systems on 
so much of one premises that is under the control of the applicant for a permit. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 4-72; Ordinance 89-424, sec. 1, adopted 1/12/89; 2007 Code, sec. 4-55) 
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§5.02.033 Application. 
 
(a) Each alarm user must make application with the city permit department and the applicant 
must be approved by the chief of police. 
 
(b) The application will contain the following information: 
 

(1) Residential: 
 

(A) The applicant’s full name, date of birth, driver’s license number, social security 
number, home telephone number and work number. 

 
(B) Address where the alarm system is to be installed. 

 
(C) Name and address of the alarm company. 

 
(2) Business: 

 
(A) Full name, address and phone number of the business. 

 
(B) Address where the alarm system is to be installed. 

 
(C) Names and telephone numbers of at least three people to notify in case of 

emergency after business hours. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-37; 1991 Code, sec. 4-73; 2007 Code, sec. 4-56) 
 
§5.02.034 Fee; nontransferability. 
 
(a) Each alarm user will be charged an annual fee as currently established or as hereafter 
adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. The permit shall be valid for one 
calendar year (January 1 through December 31). This permit will not be transferable. 
 
(b) The fee for a permit issued pursuant to this division to a multifamily residential complex 
shall be as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-1/2-38; 1991 Code, sec. 4-74; Ordinance 89-424, sec. II, adopted 1/12/89; 
Ordinance 91-448 adopted 7/1/91; 2007 Code, sec. 4-57; Ordinance 21-902, sec. 2, adopted 
6/24/21) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.03 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.03.001 Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this article, all definitions of words, terms and phrases as set forth in the state 
Alcoholic Beverage Code are hereby adopted and made a part hereof. (1973 Code, sec. 4-1; 1991 
Code, sec. 5-1; 2007 Code, sec. 6-1) 
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§5.03.002 Late hours for consumption, sale or service. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person within the city to consume any alcoholic beverage in a public 
place or to possess any alcoholic beverage in a public place for the purpose of consuming the 
same in a public place; or for the holder of a retail dealer’s on-premises late hours license to sell 
or offer for sale beer; or for the holder of a private club late hours permit to permit persons to 
consume or be served alcoholic beverages between the hours of 2:15 a.m. and 12:00 noon on 
Sundays and between the hours of 2:15 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on all other days. (1973 Code, sec. 4-
2; 1991 Code, sec. 5-2; 2007 Code, sec. 6-2) 
 
§5.03.003 Conduct of business. 
 
The conduct of business of the holder of any license issued under this division shall be governed 
by and subject to all general state laws, civil or penal, and the provisions of this code and 
ordinances of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 4-18; 1991 Code, sec. 5-25; 2007 Code, sec. 6-27) 
 
§5.03.004 Sale near church, school or hospital. 
 
Regardless of any other provision of this division, no sale of alcoholic beverages in any manner 
shall be legal or permitted within 300 feet of any church, school or other educational institution, 
the measurements to be made as provided in V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code section 109.33. 
(1973 Code, sec. 4-19; 1991 Code, sec. 5-26; 2007 Code, sec. 6-28) 
 
§§5.03.005–5.03.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. License or Permit 
 
§5.03.031 Required. 
 
No person shall manufacture, sell, distribute or store any alcoholic beverage, or engage in any 
other activity with relation to the same for which a permit is required by the state Alcoholic 
Beverage Code, within the city without first obtaining a license so to do from the city. (1973 
Code, sec. 4-14; 1991 Code, sec. 5-21; 2007 Code, sec. 6-23) 
 
§5.03.032 Fees established. 
 
Before any license is issued under the provisions of this division, the applicant therefor shall pay 
to the city a fee as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code. (1973 Code, sec. 4-15; 
1991 Code, sec. 5-22; 2007 Code, sec. 6-24; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.03.033 Payment of fees. 
 
All taxes, permits and/or license fees levied by this division shall be paid in advance for one year. 
(1973 Code, sec. 4-16; 1991 Code, sec. 5-23; 2007 Code, sec. 6-25) 
 
§5.03.034 Prerequisites to issuance; effect of issuance. 
 
Upon the payment of the applicable tax or fee prescribed by this division to the city tax assessor-
collector, and exhibition to him of a permit duly issued by the state to the applicant or person 
paying such tax or fee, the tax assessor-collector shall, in the name of the city, issue and deliver to 
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such applicant or person a permit or license to engage in business in the city of the character 
described in and authorized by the permit from the state held by such applicant or person. The 
permit or license so issued in the name of the city shall authorize the conduct of such business 
upon the premises described in the permit from the state and shall remain in force only so long as 
such permit from the state remains in force or until revoked for cause. (1973 Code, sec. 4-17; 
1991 Code, sec. 5-24; 2007 Code, sec. 6-26) 
 
§§5.03.035–5.03.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Prohibition of Nudity in Commercial Establishments Serving or Permitting 
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages 

 
§5.03.061 Purpose. 
 
The purpose of this division is to prohibit certain acts of commercial exploitation of human 
sexuality in commercial establishments within the city limits where alcoholic beverages are 
served, offered for sale or consumption on the premises, or permitted to be consumed on the 
premises; to reduce the likelihood of criminal activity, moral degradation and disturbances of the 
peace and good order of the community; to prohibit lewd and unlawful activity such as 
prostitution and the proliferation of controlled substances, all of which may occur when such 
commercial exploitation is permitted in such places; and to promote the preservation of property 
values of neighborhoods and adjacent properties. (1991 Code, sec. 20-150; Ordinance 98-528, 
sec. 1, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 6-60) 
 
§5.03.062 Prohibition. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person maintaining, owning or operating a commercial 
establishment located within the boundaries of the city, at which alcoholic beverages are served 
or offered for sale for consumption on the premises, or at which alcoholic beverages are permitted 
to be consumed: 
 

(1) To suffer or permit any female person, while on the premises of said commercial 
establishment, to expose that area of the human female breast at or below the top of 
the areola thereof; 

 
(2) To suffer or permit any female person, while on the premises of said commercial 

establishment, to use any device or covering which is intended to give the appearance 
of or simulate such portions of the human female breasts as described in subsection 
(a)(1) of this section; 

 
(3) To suffer or permit any person, while on the premises of said commercial 

establishment, to expose his genitals, pubic area, buttocks, anus or anal cleft or 
cleavage; 

 
(4) To suffer or permit any person, while on the premises of said commercial 

establishment, to use any device or covering which is intended to give the appearance 
of or simulate the genitals, pubic area, buttocks, anus, anal cleft or cleavage. 

 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any female person, while on the premises of a commercial 
establishment located within the boundaries of the city, at which alcoholic beverages are served 
or offered for sale for consumption on the premises, or at which alcoholic beverages are permitted 
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to be consumed, to expose that area of the human female breast at or below the top of the areola 
thereof, or to use any device or covering which is intended to give the appearance of or simulate 
such areas of the female breast as described herein. 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for any person, while on the premises of a commercial establishment 
located within the boundaries of the city, at which alcoholic beverages are served or offered for 
sale for consumption on the premises, or at which alcoholic beverages are permitted to be 
consumed, to expose his genitals, pubic area, buttocks, anus or anal cleft or cleavage, or to use 
any device or covering which is intended to give the appearance of or simulate the genitals, pubic 
area, buttocks, anus or anal cleft or cleavage. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-151; Ordinance 98-528, sec. 2, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 6-61) 
 
§5.03.063 Injunctive relief. 
 
The city attorney is and shall be hereby authorized to seek compliance with this division by 
seeking injunctive relief in a court of proper jurisdiction to compel the operator, owner or other 
violator of this division, as the same shall be established, to comply with the terms and provisions 
thereof. The ability of the city to seek injunctive relief hereunder shall not be subject to, nor shall 
it be a prerequisite thereof, that the city has sought compliance with this division by application 
of penalties and sanctions as otherwise set out in this division. (1991 Code, sec. 20-153; 
Ordinance 98-528, sec. 2, adopted 5/14/98; 2007 Code, sec. 6-62) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.04 GARAGE SALES 
 
§5.04.001 Purpose. 
 
It is the purpose of this article to enhance the public health, safety and welfare of the city and its 
residents by regulating and controlling the proliferation of garage sales, estate sales and the 
signage associated with such sales. Garage sales are being regulated because there are, at times, 
perpetual, prolonged and extended yard sales on residential premises; and these sales, if 
continued indefinitely, tend to become retail businesses in residential areas and neighborhoods. 
The perpetual, prolonged and extended yard sales are not in keeping with the character of 
residential areas and create noise, traffic congestion, unsightly signage, and other nuisances in 
residential areas. (Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§5.04.002 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Estate sale means any type of garage sale, yard sale or auction overseen by a professional estate 
sale company, consultant, or auctioneer to dispose of a substantial portion of the personal 
property or goods previously owned by a person who is recently deceased, or one who must 
dispose of personal property or goods to facilitate a move. 
 
Garage sale means any sale entitled “garage sale,” “lawn sale,” “attic sale,” “rummage sale,” 
“flea market sale,” or any similar casual sale of personal property or goods which is advertised by 
any means whereby the public at large is or can be made aware of such sale. 
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Goods means any goods, warehouse merchandise or other personal property capable of being the 
object of a sale regulated under this article. 
 
(Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§5.04.003 Permit; number and duration of sales. 
 
(a) Permit required. No person shall hold or advertise either a garage sale or an estate sale 
within the city limits without first obtaining a permit. 
 
(b) Application for permit. A person desiring to have a garage or estate sale shall be required to 
apply for a garage or estate sale permit for each sale. All applications must be received by the 
building and permit and permit department [sic] at least 24 hours prior to the sale. 
 
(c) Number and duration of sales. No more than four (4) garage and estate sale permits shall be 
issued for any one location in any twelve (12) month period. Each sale shall be for a duration not 
to exceed three (3) consecutive days and each sale must be separated from any other permitted 
sale at the location by at least four (4) calendar days. 
 
(d) Display of permit. Such permit must be prominently displayed on the premises upon which 
the garage or estate sale is being conducted throughout the entire period of the permitted sale. 
 
(e) Permit fee. The fee for such permit shall be as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of 
this code. All fees shall be paid prior to the issuance of the permit. 
 
(f) Required information. The information to be provided by an applicant for a garage sale 
permit shall include: 
 

(1) The name of the person conducting such sale; 
 

(2) The name of owner of the property on which such sale is to be conducted, and 
consent of the owner if the applicant is other than the owner; 

 
(3) Location at which the sale is to be conducted; 

 
(4) Number of days of the sale; 

 
(5) Sworn statement or affirmation by the person signing that the information therein 

given is full and true and known to him/her to be so. 
 
(g) Home owner’s associations shall be allowed to conduct community-sponsored garage sales 
under a single master permit that is applied for by the home owner’s association on behalf of its 
residents. The permit shall be applied for and issued in the same manner as an individual permit 
and the same regulations as set forth in this article shall apply. The fee for such permit shall be in 
the amount provided in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code and shall be paid prior to the 
issuance of the permit. Subsection (c) of this section shall not apply to garage sales conducted 
under a master permit issued for a community-sponsored garage sale. 
 
(Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20; Ordinance 22-926 adopted 4/14/22; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
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§5.04.004 Signage and advertising. 
 
(a) Each sale shall be allowed no more than five (5) signs per sale. Signs must display the 
permit number provided by the city. 
 
(b) No signs shall be allowed in public rights-of-way, [or] attached to utility poles, trees, public 
buildings, street signs or traffic-control devices. 
 
(c) Signs shall be displayed no earlier than 5:00 a.m. on the day before the first day of the sale 
and must be removed by 8:00 p.m. of the final day of the permitted sale. 
 
(Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§5.04.005 Removal of items after sale. 
 
At the conclusion of a garage or estate sale, all items within sight of any public right-of-way or 
neighboring property, including display tables or other display items, shall be removed from the 
yard or driveway no later than sunset on the last day of the sale. (Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, 
adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§5.04.006 Persons and sales excepted. 
 
The provisions of this article requiring a garage or estate sale permit shall not apply to or affect 
the following persons or sales: 
 

(1) Persons selling goods pursuant to an order or process of a court of competent 
jurisdiction. 

 
(2) Any person selling or advertising for sale items of personal property which are 

specifically named or described in the advertisement and which separate items do not 
exceed five (5) in number. 

 
(Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.05 PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT BUSINESSES AND 
HANDBILL DISTRIBUTORS 

 
Division 1. Generally 

 
§§5.05.001–5.05.030 Reserved. 
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Division 2. Peddlers 
 

Part I. In General 
 
§5.05.031 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Peddler, as used in this division, means any individual, whether a resident of this city or not, 
traveling by foot, wagon, automobile, motor truck or any other type of conveyance, from place to 
place, from house to house, or from street to street, for the sale of, as well as the selling, offering 
for sale or taking or attempting to take orders for the sale of, goods, wares and merchandise, 
personal property of any nature whatsoever for future delivery, or for services to be furnished or 
performed in the future, whether or not such individual has, carries or exposes for sale a sample 
of the subject of such sale or not or whether he is collecting advance payments on such sales or 
not; provided that such definition shall include any person who, for himself, or for another 
person, hires, leases, uses or occupies any building, structure, tent, railroad boxcar, boat, hotel 
room, lodging house, apartment, shop or any other place within this city for the sole purpose of 
exhibiting samples and taking orders for future delivery. The term “peddler” shall include the 
terms “canvasser,” “solicitor,” “transient or itinerant merchant or vendor” or “transient or 
itinerant photographer.” 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-11; 1991 Code, sec. 22-26; 2007 Code, sec. 30-19) 
 
§5.05.032 Exceptions. 
 
The provisions of this division shall not apply to sales made to dealers by commercial travelers or 
sales agents in the usual course of business, nor to sales made under authority and by order of 
law, nor to vendors of farm or dairy products nor to itinerant religious solicitors. (1973 Code, sec. 
21-12; 1991 Code, sec. 22-27; 2007 Code, sec. 30-20) 
 
§5.05.033 Posting of property. 
 
(a) Any resident of the city may place or affix on the front of any residence, commercial 
business, home, or other place in the city, a sign or other sticker stating: “No Solicitation–
Solicitors Not Allowed On Premises.” 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to enter upon or in any way to request entry upon any 
residence, commercial business, home or other place in the city for the purpose of soliciting, 
selling, or taking orders for, or offering to sell, any goods, wares, merchandise, services, 
photographs, magazines, subscriptions to magazines or other things where there shall have been 
previously posted a sign or sticker stating: “No Solicitation–Solicitors Not Allowed On 
Premises.” 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-13; 1991 Code, sec. 22-28; 2007 Code, sec. 30-21) 
 
§5.05.034 Hours of operation. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any peddler to engage in the business of peddling within the city between 
the hours of one-half hour before sunset and 9:00 a.m. the following morning, or at any time on 
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Sundays, except by specific appointment with or invitation from the prospective customer. (1973 
Code, sec. 21-16; 1991 Code, sec. 22-29; 2007 Code, sec. 30-22) 
 
§5.05.035 Use of public right-of-way. 
 
(a) Solicitation of persons in vehicles. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to peddle, sell, offer, or exhibit for sale any merchandise or service, whether for profit, 
for a charitable purpose or otherwise, to any person in a motor vehicle, truck, motorcycle or other 
vehicle while the vehicle is located within a public right-of-way. 
 
(b) Solicitation in public right-of-way. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to solicit funds, donations, contributions, employment, business or a ride, whether for 
profit, for a charitable purpose or otherwise, upon any public street, street right-of-way, median, 
traffic island, parkway, or other public right-of-way, excluding sidewalks designed for pedestrian 
use. 
 
(c) Permission required. It shall be unlawful for any person to peddle, sell, offer, or exhibit for 
sale any merchandise or service, whether for profit, for a charitable purpose or otherwise, on a 
public sidewalk or road without previous permission granted by the city manager, or his/her 
designee. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person who shall willfully or intentionally violate this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the 
general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 18-828, secs. 2, 6, adopted 9/13/18; 2007 Code, sec. 30-63; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§§5.05.036–5.05.060 Reserved. 
 

Part II. License 
 
§5.05.061 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to go from house to house or from place to place in the city, 
soliciting, selling or taking orders for or offering to sell or take orders for any goods, wares, 
merchandise, services, photographs, magazines, subscriptions to magazines, or other things, 
without having first applied for and obtained a license from the city manager or designee. (1973 
Code, sec. 21-21; 1991 Code, sec. 22-46; 2007 Code, sec. 30-48; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.05.062 Registration of persons engaged in interstate commerce. 
 
(a) The provisions of this part pertaining to licenses, license fees, and bonds shall not apply to 
persons engaged in interstate commerce as that term is herein defined; provided, however, that it 
shall be unlawful for any person engaged in interstate commerce to go from house to house or 
place to place in the city without having first registered with the city manager or designee, giving 
the following information: 
 

(1) Name, date of birth, social security number, home address and local address, if any, 
of the applicant. 
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(2) Name and address of the person, if any, that he represents, or from whom or through 

whom orders are to be solicited or cleared. 
 

(3) Nature of the articles or things which are to be sold, or for which orders are to be 
solicited. 

 
(4) Whether the registrant, upon any sale or order, shall demand or receive or accept 

payment or deposit of money in advance of final delivery. 
 

(5) A statement that the applicant has not been convicted of any felonies of any nature or 
any other crimes of moral turpitude in this state or any other state and, if having been 
so convicted, a full statement as to the place of conviction, date of conviction and 
crime for which applicant was convicted. 

 
(b) The term “interstate commerce” means soliciting, selling or taking orders for, or offering to 
take orders for, any goods, wares, merchandise, photographs, magazines or subscriptions to 
magazines, or things which, at the time the order is taken, are in any federal district or territory, 
any commonwealth, or in any state other than this state, and shipped or introduced into the city in 
fulfillment of such orders. 
 
(c) In the event the registrant states in such application that he represents a person for whom or 
through whom orders are to be solicited or cleared, then upon filing of such application, the 
registrant shall provide an affidavit in a form as hereinafter set out, signed by such person, in the 
event of a partnership, by one of the partners in such partnership, or in the event of a corporation, 
by an officer of the corporation, attesting to the application of such registrant as being true and 
correct and further attesting that such registrant is a bona fide representative and/or employee of 
such person. The form to be used is the form as hereinafter set out in section 5.05.064. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-22; 1991 Code, sec. 22-47; 2007 Code, sec. 30-49; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.05.063 Registration of persons selling for nonprofit entity. 
 
(a) The provisions of this part pertaining to licenses, license fees and bonds shall not apply to 
any person going from house to house or from place to place in the city to sell or solicit orders for 
goods, wares, merchandise, services, photographs, magazines, subscriptions to magazines or 
other things when such activity is for the sole, exclusive benefit of a nonprofit entity, and so long 
as the person engaged in such activity does not receive compensation in the form of a 
commission, salary or other monies paid to him for such activity; provided, however, that it shall 
be unlawful for any persons engaged in such selling for nonprofit corporations, nonprofit 
associations or other nonprofit entities to go from house to house or place to place in the city 
without having first registered with the city manager or designee, giving the following 
information: 
 

(1) Name, date of birth, social security number, home address and local address, if any, 
of the applicant. 

 
(2) Name and address of the person, if any, that he represents, or from whom or through 

whom orders are to be solicited or cleared. 
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(3) Nature of the articles or things which are to be sold, or for which orders are to be 
solicited. 

 
(4) Whether the registrant, upon any sale or order, shall demand or receive or accept 

payment or deposit of money in advance of final delivery. 
 

(5) A statement that the applicant has not been convicted of any felonies of any nature or 
any other crimes of moral turpitude in this state or any other state and, if having been 
so convicted, a full statement as to the place of conviction, date of conviction and 
crime for which applicant was convicted. 

 
(b) It shall not be necessary for each person going from house to house or place to place in the 
city as herein described to have first registered as herein provided, where there exists a 
recognized sales leader or other person in charge who may register herein one time for each 
group; however, it shall be necessary for such sales leader or person in charge to file with the city 
manager or designee the names of all such persons engaged in such activity, under the provisions 
of this section. The city manager may, in the event of an emergency or other circumstances in 
which he feels to be in the best interest of the health, safety and well-being of the citizens of the 
city, waive the requirements that the registrant file a list of the names of all such persons engaged 
in such activity under the provisions of this section. 
 
(c) If a person claims exemption from the license fee as set out in section 5.05.069 as a 
nonprofit corporation, association or other nonprofit entity, then such person shall file with the 
city manager or designee an affidavit stating the full name of such corporation, association or 
other entity, the date it was first formed, the name of the president, chief officer or other 
principal, a description as to how such corporation, association or other entity has qualified as a 
nonprofit corporation, association or other entity, and a statement under oath wherein such 
registrant shall attest that he will not be the recipient, either directly or indirectly, of any profits, 
compensation or other things of value as payment for services rendered in making sales. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-23; 1991 Code, sec. 22-48; 2007 Code, sec. 30-50; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.05.064 Application. 
 
(a) Required information. Any person desiring to go from house to house or from place to 
place in the city, to sell or solicit orders for goods, wares, merchandise, services, photographs, 
magazines, subscriptions to magazines, or other things, shall make written application to the city 
manager or designee for a license, which application shall give the following information: 
 

(1) Name, date of birth, social security number, home address and local address, if any, 
of the applicant. 

 
(2) Name and address of the person, if any, that he represents, or from whom or through 

whom orders are to be solicited or cleared. 
 

(3) Nature of the articles or things which are to be sold, or for which orders are to be 
solicited. 

 
(4) Whether the registrant, upon any sale or order, shall demand or receive or accept 

payment or deposit of money in advance of final delivery. 
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(5) A statement that the applicant has not been convicted of any felonies of any nature or 

any other crimes of moral turpitude in this state or any other state and, if having been 
so convicted, a full statement as to the place of conviction, date of conviction and 
crime for which applicant was convicted. 

 
(6) A statement that the applicant has read V.T.C.A., Business and Commerce Code 

chapter 601, relative to state requirements of a purchaser’s right to receive notice of 
right to cancel purchase transactions, and proof that the applicant has in his 
possession the necessary forms to provide such notices to purchasers. 

 
(b) Affidavit. If the applicant states in such application that he represents a person for whom or 
through whom orders are to be solicited or cleared, upon the filing of such application, the 
applicant shall provide an affidavit in a form as hereinafter set out, signed by such person, or in 
the event of a partnership, by one of the partners in such partnership, or in the event of a 
corporation, by an officer of the corporation, attesting to the application of such applicant as 
being true and correct and further attesting that such applicant is a bona fide representative and/or 
employee of such person, partnership or corporation. The form to be used is as follows: 
 

STATE OF ____________ 
COUNTY OF ____________ 

 
BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, a Notary Public, on this day personally 
appeared the undersigned Affiant, who after being by me first duly sworn, on his oath 
deposed and said: 

 
My name is ____________. I am ____________ (here, state Affiant is doing 
business individually, as a partner in a partnership or as an officer in a corporation). I 
state that I have read the application and/or registration form to which this Affidavit 
is attached, and I have personally reviewed the answers of the Applicant/Registrant 
therein provided, and I state that such information is true and correct. 

 
I further state that Applicant/Registrant is authorized to represent and/or is employed 
by ____________, for the purposes of soliciting or clearing orders in the City of 
Humble, Texas. 

 
________________________ 
Affiant 

 
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED TO before me, this the ______ day of 
____________, 20___. 

 
________________________ 
Notary Public in and for ____________ County, ____________ 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-24; 1991 Code, sec. 22-49; 2007 Code, sec. 30-51; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
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§5.05.065 Driver’s license. 
 
At the time of filing his application for a license required by this part, the applicant shall present 
his driver’s license, if he has one, to the city manager or designee. (1973 Code, sec. 21-25; 1991 
Code, sec. 22-50; 2007 Code, sec. 30-52; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.05.066 False information. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to give any false or misleading information in connection with 
his application for a license required by this part. (1973 Code, sec. 21-26; 1991 Code, sec. 22-51; 
2007 Code, sec. 30-53) 
 
§5.05.067 Service of process. 
 
Before any license shall be issued under this part, there shall also be filed with the city secretary 
an instrument in writing, signed by the applicant under oath, nominating and appointing the 
secretary of state his true and lawful agent, with full power and authority to acknowledge service 
of notice of process for and on the behalf of such applicant, and service of summons in any action 
brought upon the applicant’s bond shall be deemed made when served on the secretary of state. 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-27; 1991 Code, sec. 22-52; 2007 Code, sec. 30-54) 
 
§5.05.068 Bond. 
 
The application for a license required by the provisions of this part shall be accompanied by a 
bond in the penal sum as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time, signed by the applicant, and signed as surety by a surety company 
authorized to do business in the state, conditioned for the final delivery of goods, wares, 
merchandise, services, photographs, magazines or other things in accordance with the terms of an 
order obtained prior to delivery, and also conditioned to indemnify any and all purchasers or 
customers from any and all defects in material or workmanship that may exist in the article sold 
by the principal of such bond, at the time of delivery, and that may be discovered by such 
purchaser or customer within 30 days after delivery, and which bond shall be for the use and 
benefit of all persons who may make any purchase or give any order to the principal on such 
bond, either directly or indirectly. It is further provided that any such person making application 
for a license required by this part, whether or not such person is acting individually or as an 
employee of another person, shall be required to submit, at the time the application is made, a 
bond naming such person as the principal, in the penal sum as herein provided. In the event one 
bond, bond form or one surety company shall be the surety for a number of applicants then the 
bond, bond form or undertaking shall clearly set out that the liability of the surety shall be for 
each applicant making application. (1973 Code, sec. 21-28; 1991 Code, sec. 22-53; 2007 Code, 
sec. 30-55) 
 
§5.05.069 Fee. 
 
The fee for a license required by the provisions of this part shall be as currently established or as 
hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time; provided, however, that 
when any person engages in any activity mentioned in section 5.05.061 through one or more 
agents or employees, such person shall, in addition to such fee, pay a license fee as currently 
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time for each 
agent or employee so engaged. The fees herein provided for shall be used for the purposes of 
defraying expenses incident to the issuance of such licenses. However, nothing herein contained 
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shall be construed or shall in any way waive the requirement of each applicant to adhere to the 
provisions of sections 5.05.064, 5.05.068 and 5.05.070. (1973 Code, sec. 21-29; 1991 Code, sec. 
22-54; 2007 Code, sec. 30-56) 
 
§5.05.070 Procedures for issuance; objections; appeal of denial. 
 
(a) Within 20 days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, after receipt of an 
application as herein provided for in section 5.05.064, or registration as herein provided for in 
section 5.05.062, any person may file objections in writing with the city manager, stating the 
grounds for such objections to the issuance of a license as provided for in section 5.05.061, or 
registration certificate as provided for in section 5.05.062, which shall include a full explanation 
for such objection. 
 
(b) The city manager shall investigate such objections and shall also investigate the application 
of the applicant under section 5.05.064 or the registration certificate requested under section 
5.05.062, and shall, within 25 days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, either 
approve or disapprove the application or request for registration certificate. The city manager 
shall take into consideration in making such determination the health, safety and well-being of the 
citizens, and such other facts as shall properly come to his attention. 
 
(c) In the event the city manager shall approve or disapprove the issuance of a license and/or 
registration certificate, then, within ten days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays, 
after the date of the decision of the city manager, any party aggrieved thereby shall have the right 
to appeal the same to the city council by giving notice of such appeal in writing to the city 
secretary. The city secretary shall, upon receipt of such notice, stay the issuance of any license 
and/or registration as herein provided, pending hearing by the city council, and place the same on 
the agenda of the city council for the next regular meeting of the city council. 
 
(d) The city council shall hear such testimony and examine such facts and evidence as to the 
issuance of such license and/or registration certificate and shall approve or disapprove such 
issuance, taking into consideration the health, safety and well-being of the citizens of the city, and 
such other matters as shall properly come to their attention. The decision of the city council shall 
be final as to all matters determined herein and shall not be appealable. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-30; 1991 Code, sec. 22-55; 2007 Code, sec. 30-57) 
 
§5.05.071 Record of licenses. 
 
The city manager or designee shall keep a permanent record of all licenses issued under this part. 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-31; 1991 Code, sec. 22-56; 2007 Code, sec. 30-58; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.05.072 Duration. 
 
Every license issued under the provisions of this part shall be valid for a period of time not 
exceeding six months from the date of its issuance. (1973 Code, sec. 21-32; 1991 Code, sec. 22-
57; 2007 Code, sec. 30-59) 
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§5.05.073 Display. 
 
Every peddler having a license issued under the provisions of this part and doing business within 
the city shall display his license upon the request of any person. (1973 Code, sec. 21-33; 1991 
Code, sec. 22-58; 2007 Code, sec. 30-60) 
 
§5.05.074 Advertising restricted. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person holding any license or other authority granted under this part 
to advertise in any manner whatsoever that such person is the holder of such license or authority 
for the purposes of soliciting the sale of any goods, wares, merchandise, services, photographs, 
magazines, subscriptions to magazines or other things. (1973 Code, sec. 21-34; 1991 Code, sec. 
22-59; 2007 Code, sec. 30-61) 
 
§5.05.075 Suspension or revocation. 
 
(a) Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 53, any person shall be subject to 
suspension or revocation of any license or authority of any nature whatsoever granted under this 
part. Upon a complaint being filed by any person with the city clerk of such violations, the city 
manager shall, within 15 days of the date of the receipt of such complaint, hold a hearing to hear 
all evidence with reference to such complaint. The city manager shall, within ten days of the date 
of the conclusion of such hearing, enter an order either dismissing the complaint, suspending or 
revoking the license or such other authority as granted hereunder. 
 
(b) In the event the city manager shall either suspend or revoke any license or other authority 
of any nature granted hereunder, the holder of such license or authority may, upon giving notice 
within ten days of the date of such order entered by the city manager, have the right of appeal to 
the city council. The city council shall hear all evidence and shall either sustain or reverse the 
suspension and/or revocation made by the city manager. If no appeal is taken from the action of 
the city manager within ten days, as set out herein, then the decision of the city manager shall, in 
all things, be final and binding. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 21-35; 1991 Code, sec. 22-60; 2007 Code, sec. 30-62) 
 
§§5.05.076–5.05.100 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Transient Retail Businesses 
 
§5.05.101 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Brewery means a business that produces and sells beer or other malt beverages on site and which 
business holds a current, valid Texas Alcohol Beverage Commission type BW or BP permit. 
 
Fixed business location means a precise geographic location within the city, from which a 
commercial enterprise is conducted from within a building or structure that is in compliance with 
the building codes of the city, and that is occupied by the same business for 30 consecutive days 
or more. 
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Mobile food unit means a food service establishment that is vehicle-mounted or wheeled and is 
capable of being readily moveable. 
 
Religious, civic or charitable solicitations or sales means the sale or offering for sale of literature 
or merchandise, or the solicitation of support or contributions, for political, religious, charitable, 
civic or other noncommercial cause. 
 
Transient retail business means the sale or offering for sale of any goods, wares, service or 
merchandise, including food products, to the general public from a location other than a fixed 
business location. 
 
(Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 2007 Code, sec. 30-83; Ordinance 22-936, sec. 1, 
adopted 5/26/22) 
 
§5.05.102 Exemptions. 
 
Persons conducting newspaper sales or religious, civic or charitable solicitations or sales are 
exempt from sections 5.05.104 through 5.05.108. (Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 
Ordinance 18-828, sec. 3, adopted 9/13/18; 2007 Code, sec. 30-84) 
 
§5.05.103 Parking or stopping for purpose of selling. 
 
(a) No person shall park or stop any vehicle upon any street or alley within the city for the 
purpose of offering for sale or selling any goods, wares, services or merchandise, including food 
products, from the vehicle so parked or stopped. 
 
(b) Subsection (a) of this section shall not prohibit the stopping or parking of trucks or other 
vehicles in the streets or alleys of the city for the purpose of delivering products or merchandise 
to the occupants of any business, residence or other structure not specifically prohibited by 
ordinance or statute. 
 
(Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 2007 Code, sec. 30-85) 
 
§5.05.104 License required. 
 
No person shall operate a transient retail business within the city without a license issued by the 
city. Each location shall constitute a separate business. (Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 
2007 Code, sec. 30-86) 
 
§5.05.105 Application for license. 
 
Application for a transient retail business license shall be made to the building official and shall 
contain: 
 

(1) The name, permanent street mailing address and telephone number of the principal 
owner of the business. If an assumed name is used for the principal owner of the 
business, then the name of the business shall also be supplied; 

 
(2) The principal occupation of the business and identity of the goods, wares or services 

to be offered for sale by the business; 
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(3) The state sales tax permit number; 
 

(4) The name, local address and local telephone number of the supervisor or person in 
charge of the transient business; 

 
(5) The name, local address and local telephone number of each agent, representative, or 

consignee of the transient business who will be conducting such business within the 
city; 

 
(6) If the business is to be conducted on premises owned by a person other than the 

owner of the business to which such license would pertain, then the application shall 
contain the name and address of the property owner, together with the express written 
permission of such owner to conduct the proposed business at such location; and 

 
(7) A parking plan for the property upon which the transient retail business is to be 

located. 
 
(Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 2007 Code, sec. 30-87) 
 
§5.05.106 License fee; term; duration of sales; changes in information. 
 
(a) A transient retail business license issued under this article shall require a fee as currently 
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time for each 
issuance. 
 
(b) A transient retail business license shall be valid for one year, provided that sales may not be 
conducted for longer than 30 consecutive days or 60 cumulative days in any 12-month period. 
 
(c) Any change in the information in the application shall require the re-issuance of the license 
by submitting a new application and fee. The re-issuance of the license, under such 
circumstances, does not reinstate the original license date or exclude the cumulative number of 
days of operation under the original license at the time of re-issuance. 
 
(d) Subsection (b) of this section does not apply to a mobile food unit operating on the 
premises of a brewery if: 
 

(1) The operator of the mobile food unit has a valid license issued under section 5.05.104 
of this article; 

 
(2) The mobile food unit is serviced by an approved commissary before and after each 

day of operation as evidenced by commissary trip tickets conspicuously posted in the 
mobile food unit; and 

 
(3) The mobile food unit has a current annual inspection certificate from the building and 

permits department and fire marshal’s office. 
 
(ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; Ordinance 14-746, sec. 1, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 
Code, sec. 30-88; Ordinance 22-936, sec. 2, adopted 5/26/22) 
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§5.05.107 Parking. 
 
Prior to issuance of a license, the building official shall determine that the location has adequate 
parking spaces for customers and employees, exclusive of any public right-of-way. (Ordinance 
06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 2007 Code, sec. 30-89) 
 
§5.05.108 Display of license; issuance of receipts. 
 
A license issued under this division shall be conspicuously displayed at the location where the 
transient retail business is conducted. A transient retail business shall, if requested by the 
customer, issue such customer a receipt in the name of such business as shown on the license 
application. (Ordinance 06-620, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/06; 2007 Code, sec. 30-90) 
 
§5.05.109 Use of public right-of-way. 
 
(a) Solicitation of persons in vehicles. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to peddle, sell, offer, or exhibit for sale any merchandise or service, whether for profit, 
for a charitable purpose or otherwise, to any person in a motor vehicle, truck, motorcycle or other 
vehicle while the vehicle is located within a public right-of-way. 
 
(b) Solicitation in public right-of-way. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to solicit funds, donations, contributions, employment, business or a ride, whether for 
profit, for a charitable purpose or otherwise, upon any public street, street right-of-way, median, 
traffic island, parkway, or other public right-of-way, excluding sidewalks designed for pedestrian 
use. 
 
(c) Permission required. It shall be unlawful for any person to peddle, sell, offer, or exhibit for 
sale any merchandise or service, whether for profit, for a charitable purpose or otherwise, on a 
public sidewalk or road without previous permission granted by the city manager, or his/her 
designee. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person who shall willfully or intentionally violate this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the 
general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 18-828, secs. 4, 6, adopted 9/13/18; 2007 Code, sec. 30-91; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§§5.05.110–5.05.130 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Distribution of Handbills 
 
§5.05.131 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Handbill means any printed or written matter, any sample or device, dodger, circular, leaflet, 
pamphlet, paper, booklet or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copies of any 
matter of literature. 
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Newspaper means any newspaper of general circulation as defined by general law, any newspaper 
duly entered with the United States Postal Service in accordance with federal statute or 
regulation, and any newspaper filed and recorded with any recording officer as provided by 
general law, and in addition thereto shall mean and include any periodical or current magazine 
regularly published with not less than four issues per year, and sold to the public, and shall mean 
and include any other copyrighted material. 
 
Vehicle means every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported 
or drawn upon a highway, including devices used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-13; 1991 Code, sec. 3-21; 2007 Code, sec. 30-109) 
 
§5.05.132 Exemption of mail and newspapers. 
 
The provisions of this division shall not apply to the distribution of mail by the United States, nor 
to newspapers, except that newspapers shall be placed on private property in such a manner as to 
prevent their being carried or deposited by the elements upon any street, sidewalk or other public 
place or upon private property. (1973 Code, sec. 3-14; 1991 Code, sec. 3-22; 2007 Code, sec. 30-
110) 
 
§5.05.133 Distribution on inhabited private premises. 
 
No person shall throw, deposit or distribute any handbill in or upon private premises which are 
inhabited, except by handing or transmitting any such handbill directly to the owner, occupant or 
other person then present in or upon such private premises. Provided, however, that in case of 
inhabited private premises which are not posted, such person, unless requested by anyone upon 
such premises not to do so, may place or deposit any such handbill in or upon such premises if 
such handbill is so placed or deposited as to secure or prevent such handbill from being blown or 
drifted about such premises or sidewalks, streets or other public places, and except that mailboxes 
may not be so used when so prohibited by federal postal law or regulation. (1973 Code, sec. 3-15; 
1991 Code, sec. 3-23; 2007 Code, sec. 30-111) 
 
§5.05.134 Distribution on posted premises or contrary to request of occupant. 
 
No person shall throw, deposit or distribute any handbill upon any private premises, if requested 
by anyone thereon not to do so, or if there is placed on such premises a sign bearing the words: 
“No Trespassing,” “No Peddlers or Agents,” “No Advertisement,” or any similar notice, 
indicating in any manner that the occupants of such premises do not wish to have their right of 
privacy disturbed, or to have any handbills left upon such premises. (1973 Code, sec. 3-16; 1991 
Code, sec. 3-24; 2007 Code, sec. 30-112) 
 
§5.05.135 Depositing on uninhabited or vacant premises. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to throw or deposit any handbill in or upon any private 
premises which are uninhabited or vacant. (1973 Code, sec. 3-17; 1991 Code, sec. 3-25; 2007 
Code, sec. 30-113) 
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§5.05.136 Placing on vehicles. 
 
No person shall throw or deposit any handbill in or upon any vehicle. (1973 Code, sec. 3-18; 
1991 Code, sec. 3-26; 2007 Code, sec. 30-114) 
 
§5.05.137 Distribution in public place. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to hand out, distribute or sell any handbill in any public place, 
except that a handbill may be personally delivered to any person willing to accept the same. 
(1973 Code, sec. 3-19; 1991 Code, sec. 3-27; 2007 Code, sec. 30-115) 
 
§5.05.138 Use of public right-of-way. 
 
(a) Distribution to persons in vehicles. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to hand out, distribute or sell any handbill, whether for profit, for a charitable purpose 
or otherwise, to any person in a motor vehicle, truck, motorcycle or other vehicle while the 
vehicle is located within a public right-of-way. 
 
(b) Distribution in public right-of-way. Except as permitted by state law, it shall be unlawful 
for any person to hand out, distribute or sell any handbill, whether for profit, for a charitable 
purpose or otherwise, upon any public street, street right-of-way, median, traffic island, parkway, 
or other public right-of-way, excluding sidewalks designed for pedestrian use. 
 
(c) Permission required. It shall be unlawful for any person to hand out, distribute, or sell any 
handbill, whether for profit, for a charitable purpose or otherwise, on a public sidewalk or road 
without previous permission granted by the city manager, or his/her designee. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person who shall willfully or intentionally violate this section shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the 
general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 18-828, secs. 5, 6, adopted 9/13/18; 2007 Code, sec. 30-116; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.06 JUNK DEALERS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.06.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Junk means old iron chains, brass, copper, tin, lead or other base metals, old rope, bags, rags, 
wastepaper, paper clippings, clips, bagging, rubber, glass, empty bottles, bones or old parts of 
motor vehicles, or any other articles which have been discarded or are no longer used for the 
purpose for which they were manufactured. 
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Junk dealer means any person who, irregularly or continually, either at wholesale or retail, buys, 
sells or deals in junk, whether as an itinerant or at a fixed place of business. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-1; 1991 Code, sec. 14-1; 2007 Code, sec. 32-19) 
 
§5.06.002 Enclosure of premises. 
 
Every place, other than a building, where any junk dealer carries on his business shall be enclosed 
by a substantial solid fence or other structure so constructed and maintained as to prevent any 
junk on such premises from being visible from the street. The enclosure shall be maintained in 
good condition at all times, and no junk shall be piled or placed within the same so as to protrude 
in any manner above the enclosure. (1973 Code, sec. 15-2; 1991 Code, sec. 14-2; 2007 Code, sec. 
32-20) 
 
§5.06.003 Inspection. 
 
The place of business of each junk dealer shall be subject to inspection by the proper municipal 
authorities at all reasonable times, and the contents thereof shall be arranged in an orderly 
manner, with all similar things located together so as to facilitate such inspection. (1973 Code, 
sec. 15-3; 1991 Code, sec. 14-3; 2007 Code, sec. 32-21) 
 
§5.06.004 Record of transactions. 
 
Every junk dealer or keeper of a junk shop, or dealer in secondhand goods, shall keep at his place 
of business a register in which he shall enter in writing a minute description of all property taken, 
purchased or received by him, together with the time, name and place of residence (giving street 
number if within the city) of the person from whom the property is purchased, which register 
shall be kept clean and legible. He shall make such entry within one hour of the receipt or 
purchase of such property. Every entry shall be made in ink and shall not in any manner be 
obliterated or erased. (1973 Code, sec. 15-4; 1991 Code, sec. 14-4; 2007 Code, sec. 32-22) 
 
§5.06.005 Report of purchases. 
 
It shall be the duty of every junk dealer or keeper of a junk shop, or dealer in secondhand goods, 
to make out and deliver to the chief of police every day, before the hour of 12:00 noon, a legible 
and correct copy from the register of personal property purchased during the preceding day, 
together with the time when received or purchased, and a description of the person from whom 
the same were purchased. No junk dealer or keeper of a junk shop or dealer in secondhand goods 
shall be required to furnish such description of household goods purchased from persons at their 
residences or of any property purchased from persons having an established place of business in 
the city, or goods sold at public sale, but such goods must be accompanied by a bill of sale or 
other evidence of open and legitimate purchase and must be shown to the mayor or any member 
of the police department when demanded. (1973 Code, sec. 15-5; 1991 Code, sec. 14-5; 2007 
Code, sec. 32-23) 
 
§5.06.006 Access to records. 
 
The register required to be kept by this article shall at all times during business hours be kept 
open to the inspection of the chief of police and sheriff, or the deputy of either, or any officer of 
the police force of the city, the city attorney, the county prosecuting attorney and anyone 
authorized in writing for that purpose by the chief of police, which authority shall be exhibited to 
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the junk dealer or keeper of a junk shop, or dealer in secondhand goods. The junk dealer or 
keeper of a junk shop, or dealer in secondhand goods, shall, upon request, show and exhibit to 
such person or officer for inspection any article purchased by him. (1973 Code, sec. 15-6; 1991 
Code, sec. 14-6; 2007 Code, sec. 32-24) 
 
§5.06.007 Record of information on motor vehicle parts. 
 
In the case of parts of motor vehicles, and in addition to the information required to be entered in 
the register of purchases, such record shall contain all serial numbers, engine numbers or other 
identifying numbers, the make, style, model, color and license number of the vehicle from which 
the same were taken. (1973 Code, sec. 15-7; 1991 Code, sec. 14-7; 2007 Code, sec. 32-25) 
 
§5.06.008 Motor vehicles or parts from which identification number has been 
removed. 
 
No junk dealer shall buy, receive, sell or otherwise dispose of any motor vehicle, or part thereof, 
from which the manufacturer’s serial number or other identification mark has been removed, 
defaced, covered, altered or destroyed. Any junk dealer to whom is offered for sale or delivery 
any motor vehicle, or part thereof, from which has been removed, defaced, covered, altered or 
destroyed the manufacturer’s serial number or other identification mark, shall immediately notify 
the chief of police to that effect. (1973 Code, sec. 15-8; 1991 Code, sec. 14-8; 2007 Code, sec. 
32-26) 
 
§5.06.009 Retention period for items received. 
 
All junk received by any junk dealer shall be retained for a period of 48 hours before it is 
disposed of by the dealer. This provision shall not apply to old rags or paper. (1973 Code, sec. 15-
9; 1991 Code, sec. 14-9; 2007 Code, sec. 32-27) 
 
§5.06.010 Dismantling of motor vehicles restricted. 
 
No person doing business under this article, or his employee, shall wreck, tear down, paint or 
otherwise destroy the identity of any secondhand motor vehicle, nor allow the same, or any part 
thereof, to be taken out of his possession, until 48 hours after the report provided for by this 
article has been made to the chief of police. The chief of police may, after a proper report has 
been duly made to him, grant a special permit allowing the secondhand motor vehicle, or part 
thereof, to be sold or disposed of and delivered to another within a period of time less than 48 
hours after the chief of police has satisfied himself that there is no question as to the ownership of 
such motor vehicle or part thereof. (1973 Code, sec. 15-10; 1991 Code, sec. 14-10; 2007 Code, 
sec. 32-28) 
 
§5.06.011 Certain purchases prohibited. 
 
No junk dealer or keeper of a junk shop, or dealer in secondhand goods, shall purchase or receive 
any article of property of or from a minor or owned by a minor, or property which for any cause 
he may have reason to believe or suspect cannot be lawfully or rightfully sold by the person 
offering it. (1973 Code, sec. 15-11; 1991 Code, sec. 14-11; 2007 Code, sec. 32-29) 
 
§§5.06.012–5.06.040 Reserved. 
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Division 2. License 
 
§5.06.041 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in business as a junk dealer within the city without 
first obtaining a license so to do. (1973 Code, sec. 15-23; 1991 Code, sec. 14-36; 2007 Code, sec. 
32-47) 
 
§5.06.042 Application. 
 
Every applicant for a license as a junk dealer shall file with the city manager or designee a written 
application upon a form prepared and provided by the city, signed and sworn to by the applicant. 
The application shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) The name and residence of each applicant, if an individual or partnership; if a 
corporation, its name, principal place of business and the address of each of the 
following officers: president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer and general 
manager. 

 
(2) The length of time each applicant, if a person or partnership, has resided in the city, 

the business or occupation pursued by him during the five years immediately 
preceding the date of such application, giving the place where such business or 
occupation was followed, whether he has ever been convicted either of a felony or of 
a misdemeanor and, if so, giving the nature of the offense and the court in which the 
conviction was had. If the applicant is a corporation, the application shall contain the 
same information with respect to each of the following officials thereof: president, 
vice-president, secretary, treasurer and general manager. 

 
(3) Whether the applicant or the enumerated officers, if the applicant is a corporation, 

has ever been employed by a junk dealer or has ever been engaged in the business of 
a junk dealer and, if so, the time when engaged in business as a junk dealer or when 
employed by a junk dealer. 

 
(4) A detailed statement of the nature of the business to be conducted, and the kind of 

junk to be collected, bought, sold or otherwise dealt in. 
 

(5) The place where such business is to be located or carried on. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-24; 1991 Code, sec. 14-37; 2007 Code, sec. 32-48; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.06.043 Condition of issuance. 
 
Each application for a license required by the provisions of this division shall contain a 
stipulation to the effect that the applicant accepts the license, if granted, upon the condition that it 
may be suspended for good cause at any time by the city manager or other proper official 
designated by the city council. The applicant shall have the right to appeal and a hearing before 
the city council, and if the city council concurs in the action of the city manager or other 
designated officer in suspending the license its decision shall be final. (1973 Code, sec. 15-25; 
1991 Code, sec. 14-38; 2007 Code, sec. 32-49) 
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§5.06.044 Bond. 
 
Each application for a license required by this division shall be accompanied by a bond in the 
penal sum as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from 
time to time, payable to the city, with at least two good and sufficient sureties or sufficient 
collateral security, approved by the city manager, conditioned that during the term of the license 
the applicant will duly observe all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations which are now in force 
or which may hereafter become applicable to junk dealers. (1973 Code, sec. 15-26; 1991 Code, 
sec. 14-39; 2007 Code, sec. 32-50) 
 
§5.06.045 Approval of place of business. 
 
When any application has been made for a license under this division, the city manager or 
designee shall at once report the same to the chief of police, city health officer, fire chief and 
building inspector. It shall thereupon become the duty of each of the city officials to inspect or 
cause to be inspected the place where the business of such junk dealer is to be carried on, and to 
determine whether such place of business complies with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules and 
regulations. The place where such junk dealer conducts his business, and all buildings situated 
thereon, shall be so constructed and maintained that such junk dealer may carry on his business in 
a sanitary manner. No fire hazard shall be contained thereon and the place of business shall be so 
arranged that a proper inspection may be made at any time by the duly authorized health, fire, 
building and police authorities. (1973 Code, sec. 15-27; 1991 Code, sec. 14-40; 2007 Code, sec. 
32-51; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.06.046 Fee. 
 
Each junk dealer shall pay an annual license fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted 
by resolution of the city council from time to time for each license issued under this division. 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-28; 1991 Code, sec. 14-41; 2007 Code, sec. 32-52) 
 
§5.06.047 Issuance. 
 
When an application and bond have been filed as provided for in this division, the city manager 
shall make an investigation of the applicant, and if the applicant is found to be a suitable person 
to carry on the business of a junk dealer, and if the bond is found to be good and sufficient, a 
license shall be issued to the applicant to engage in the business of a junk dealer after payment 
has been made by him to the city of the required license fee. No license shall be refused except 
for good cause. (1973 Code, sec. 15-29; 1991 Code, sec. 14-42; 2007 Code, sec. 32-53) 
 
§5.06.048 Denial. 
 
(a) If any application for a license as junk dealer shall be or has been refused, the applicant 
shall be privileged to make another application at any time thereafter upon showing that the 
reason for such rejection of the application no longer exists. 
 
(b) No license as a junk dealer shall be granted to any person who may be denied a license 
pursuant to V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 53. No license as a junk dealer shall be issued to 
any corporation if any of the before-named officers may be denied a license under this subsection. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-30; 1991 Code, sec. 14-43; 2007 Code, sec. 32-54) 
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§5.06.049 Duration. 
 
No license shall be issued under this division for a period of more than one year, and all licenses 
shall terminate on January 1 next succeeding the issuance thereof, unless sooner revoked or 
suspended as provided for herein. (1973 Code, sec. 15-31; 1991 Code, sec. 14-44; 2007 Code, 
sec. 32-55) 
 
§5.06.050 Contents. 
 
All licenses issued under this division shall be numbered in the order in which they are issued and 
shall state the location of the place of business of the junk dealer, the date of issuance, the date of 
expiration of the license and the name and address of the licensee. (1973 Code, sec. 15-32; 1991 
Code, sec. 14-45; 2007 Code, sec. 32-56) 
 
§5.06.051 Location of business. 
 
Each junk dealer’s license shall designate the place where the business of the junk dealer is to be 
carried on. No licensee shall move his place of business from the place designated in the license 
until a written permit authorizing such move has been secured from the city manager. In the event 
a permit is granted to move the place of business to another location, all signs required by this 
division shall be correspondingly altered. No license shall be issued for operation of the business 
in any residential area of this city. (1973 Code, sec. 15-33; 1991 Code, sec. 14-46; 2007 Code, 
sec. 32-57) 
 
§5.06.052 Display. 
 
Each holder of a junk dealer’s license shall at all times cause the same to be posted in a 
conspicuous place on the premises described in the application for such license for such period of 
time as the license may remain in full force and effect. No person shall post the license upon any 
property or premises other than those described in the application therefor. No person shall 
knowingly permit the license to be defaced or destroyed. (1973 Code, sec. 15-34; 1991 Code, sec. 
14-47; 2007 Code, sec. 32-58) 
 
§5.06.053 Duplicates. 
 
In the event a license issued under this division is lost or destroyed, it shall be the duty of the city 
manager or designee to issue a duplicate thereof in lieu of the original license upon the filing of 
an affidavit setting forth the circumstances surrounding the loss or destruction of the license, 
upon the payment of a fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 15-35; 1991 Code, sec. 14-48; 2007 Code, sec. 32-
59; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.06.054 Identification of vehicles; sign on business premises. 
 
Each vehicle kept or used by a junk dealer in the pursuit of his business shall be plainly marked 
on each side with the name of the licensee, the name and number of the street where his business 
is located, the words “Junk Dealer,” “City of Humble, Texas,” and his license number in plain 
letters and figures at least two inches high and of such color as to be plainly legible at a distance 
of 60 feet. The same information shall be contained in and displayed on a sign to be placed at the 
front of the place where each junk dealer carries on his business. (1973 Code, sec. 15-36; 1991 
Code, sec. 14-49; 2007 Code, sec. 32-60) 
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§5.06.055 Suspension or revocation. 
 
Any license issued under the provisions of this division may be suspended or revoked by the city 
manager or city council for the violation by the licensee, or his employees or agent, of any 
applicable provision of this code, state law or city ordinance, rule or regulation. (1973 Code, sec. 
15-37; 1991 Code, sec. 14-50; 2007 Code, sec. 32-61) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.07 PRECIOUS METALS AND GEMS DEALERS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.07.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Business means an activity carried on for profit, full-time or part-time, within the city. 
 
Catalytic converter means an exhaust emission control device that reduces toxic gases and 
pollutants from internal combustion; this includes any material removed from a catalytic 
converter. 
 
Licensee means any person who complies with this code, and is issued a license to operate a 
business by the city manager or designee. 
 
Money means coins made of precious metal. 
 
Precious metal means gold, silver, platinum, palladium, iridium, rhodium, osmium, ruthenium or 
their alloys, excluding coins and commemorative medallions. 
 
Tableware means flatware, dishes, serving pieces or other items intended to be used in connection 
with the serving or eating of food or beverages when such items are made of any precious metal 
or wholly or partially plated with a precious metal. 
 
Used means any items, articles or goods which have been previously owned by someone other 
than the manufacturer or dealer whose business is to sell such items, articles or goods when new 
to the consumer. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-1; 1991 Code, sec. 24-1; 2007 Code, sec. 32-81; Ordinance 22-931, sec. 
2, adopted 5/12/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.07.002 Transaction record required. 
 
(a) Every person engaged in the business of buying, trading or otherwise receiving money, 
coins, used jewelry, used tableware or other used items made of precious stones or precious 
metals shall make a record of each transaction. This record shall consist of an original ticket and 
two copies. The bottom copy shall go to the seller, the middle copy shall be kept at the place of 
business within the city, and the original shall be given to the chief of police or his designated 
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officer. The ticket will be filled out at the time of the transaction and shall be signed by the seller. 
The ticket shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) A detailed description of each item purchased or obtained. 
 

(2) The name, address and phone number of the seller. 
 

(3) The state driver’s license number or state personal identification certificate number of 
the person from whom such items were acquired. 

 
(4) The date and hour of acquisition. 

 
(5) The motor vehicle license number of the vehicle in which such items were delivered. 

 
(b) All entries on the tickets shall be written in ink and made legibly. The tickets shall be 
consecutively numbered. Such records shall be retained for a period of not less than one year after 
the last transaction entered therein. 
 
(c) Any licensee who ceases to maintain a place of business within this city shall notify the city 
manager or designee within 24 hours of the time he ceases to maintain a place of business within 
the city. 
 
(d) A secondhand reseller shall be required to keep and upload or otherwise provide to the 
Humble Police Department in a manner as prescribed by the department, records of any catalytic 
converter purchased or otherwise received as detailed in sections 5.07.006(a) and (b) of this code. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-6; 1991 Code, sec. 24-2; 2007 Code, sec. 32-82; Ordinance 22-931, sec. 
3, adopted 5/12/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.07.003 Holding period for items purchased. 
 
A licensee shall ensure that no item regulated by this article which is received by him or by any 
agent or employee acting in the scope of their employment is melted, altered or defaced unless 
the licensee has retained the item for a period of not less than 14 days after the initial acquisition. 
During such 14-day period such items must be retained intact, and they shall be subject to 
inspection by police officers of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-7; 1991 Code, sec. 24-3; 2007 
Code, sec. 32-83) 
 
§5.07.004 Purchases from minors. 
 
No licensee shall purchase or otherwise receive in the course of his business any item, ownership 
of which is claimed by any minor, or which may be in the possession of or under control of a 
minor, unless the minor’s parent or guardian shall state, in writing, that such transaction is taking 
place with such parent’s or guardian’s full knowledge and consent. (1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-8; 
1991 Code, sec. 24-4; 2007 Code, sec. 32-84) 
 
§5.07.005 Duty to report stolen goods. 
 
It shall be the duty of the licensee, his agents or employees to report immediately to the police 
department any offer to sell to the licensee, his agents or employees, property which such 
licensee, his agents or employees have actual knowledge is stolen or by reasonable diligence 
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should know is stolen, together with the identity, when known, and description of the person 
making such offer. Such licensee, his agents or employees shall also report any property acquired 
by the licensee which the licensee, his agents or employees subsequently determine or reasonably 
suspect to be stolen property and the licensee, his agents or employees shall furnish such other 
information as might be helpful to the police in investigating the matter. (1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-
9; 1991 Code, sec. 24-5; 2007 Code, sec. 32-85) 
 
§5.07.006 Purchase of catalytic converters. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any metal recycler or his agents or employees acting on his behalf 
to purchase or receive catalytic converters from any person offering such property for sale unless, 
in addition to the requirements set forth in section 5.07.002 of this code: 
 

(1) For automotive repair facilities: 
 

(A) The person selling the catalytic converter presents a verifiable receipt from the 
repair facility with: 

 
(i) The name of the business; 

 
(ii) The address of the business; 

 
(iii) The phone number for the business that repaired the vehicle that the 

catalytic converter offered for sale came from; and 
 

(iv) The year, make, model and vehicle identification number of the vehicle 
or vehicles repaired. 

 
(B) The metal recycler verifies that the repair facility is an actual business and that 

the automotive repair facility or muffler repair facility is open to the general 
public for business. 

 
(C) A seller with a valid used automotive parts recycler license issued by the Texas 

Department of License and Regulation (TDLR) under the Texas Occupations 
Code chapter 2309 may offer for sale catalytic converters to a metal recycler 
without a verifiable receipt from a repair facility. The metal recycler must 
obtain a copy of the valid license issued by TDLR and provide it to the Humble 
Police Department pursuant to subsection (b)(2) of this section. 

 
(2) For individual sellers: The person attempting to sell a catalytic converter provides to 

the metal recycler: 
 

(A) The year, make, model, and vehicle identification number for the vehicle from 
which the catalytic converter was removed; 

 
(B) A copy of the certificate of title or other documentation indicating that the 

person has an ownership interest in the vehicle from which the catalytic 
converter was removed; and 

 
(C) Any other information required by chapter 1956 of the Texas Occupations 

Code. 
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(b) Once the metal recycler has purchased the catalytic converter, the metal recycler shall: 
 

(1) Take a photograph of: 
 

(A) All sides of the catalytic converter, and if round, both halves; 
 

(B) The serial number; and 
 

(C) Any owner-applied number, such as an etched serial number, VIN, etc. 
 

(2) The metal recycler must upload or otherwise provide to the Humble Police 
Department in a format and manner as prescribed by the department the photographs 
and all information required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. 

 
(Ordinance 22-931, sec. 4, adopted 5/12/22) 
 
§5.07.007 Possession of a detached catalytic converter. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess a catalytic converter that is detached by any 
method other than having been un-bolted from a motor vehicle or otherwise removed while intact 
within a complete automotive exhaust system. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to possess a catalytic converter that is detached from a 
motor vehicle with intent to sell the catalytic converter unless: 
 

(1) The person possessing the catalytic converter presents proof of the person’s 
ownership of the vehicle from which the converter was removed, and can reasonably 
link the catalytic converter to the vehicle; or 

 
(2) The person presents proof that the possession of the catalytic converter lawfully 

passed from the owner of the vehicle from which the converter was removed to the 
person. 

 
(c) For purposes of this section, possession of the detached catalytic converter, whether 
removed by cutting, un-bolting, or any other method of detachment, in violation of subsection (a) 
or (b) of this section, shall be prima facie evidence of intent to sell unless the catalytic converter 
is intact within a complete automotive exhaust system. 
 
(Ordinance 22-931, sec. 5, adopted 5/12/22) 
 
§§5.07.008–5.07.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. License 
 
§5.07.031 Required. 
 
No person shall engage in the business of buying, trading or otherwise receiving money, coins, 
used jewelry, used tableware or other used items containing precious stones or made of or plated 
with precious metals unless he is licensed under this division or is acting in the employment of 
such licensee. (1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-2; 1991 Code, sec. 24-21; 2007 Code, sec. 32-114) 
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§5.07.032 Application. 
 
(a) To obtain a license under this division to engage in the business of buying, trading or 
otherwise receiving money, coins, used jewelry, used tableware or other used items made of 
precious stones or precious metals, the applicant shall file an application therefor in writing to the 
city manager or designee on a form provided for that purpose. On application, the applicant shall 
provide the following information: 
 

(1) The full name and mailing address of each owner and operator of the business. 
 

(2) Whether any owner or operator is an individual. 
 

(3) If any owner or operator is a corporation, all officers of the corporation, and if there 
are fewer than five shareholders, the names of all shareholders. 

 
(4) If any owner or operator is a partnership, the names and addresses of all partners. 

 
(5) If any owner or operator is an association, the names and addresses of all officers of 

such association. 
 

(6) The location where the business will be conducted. 
 

(7) The time period during which the business will be conducted. 
 
Such application form shall be accompanied by an affidavit, sworn to by the applicant, that 
discloses whether or not he or any business partner, or in the case of a corporation, any corporate 
officer, has been convicted of a crime involving theft or fraud within the past ten years and 
whether or not he or any parties mentioned above had a license revoked under any provision of 
this code or ordinance of the city. 
 
(b) Upon receipt of such application, the city manager or his designated agent shall investigate 
the items sworn to by affidavit. If consistent with V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 53, the 
city manager or designee shall issue a license to the applicant upon payment of the license fee. 
 
(c) If the city manager or designee rejects the application, he shall give written notice by 
certified mail to the applicant at the address stated in the application. The written notice shall 
specifically set forth the reasons for the rejection. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-3; 1991 Code, sec. 24-22; 2007 Code, sec. 32-115; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§5.07.033 Fee; term. 
 
The fee for a license issued pursuant to this division shall be as currently established or as 
hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. The license shall be valid 
for one year from the date of issuance. (1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-4; 1991 Code, sec. 24-23; 2007 
Code, sec. 32-116) 
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§5.07.034 Scope of license; location of premises; change of location. 
 
(a) A license issued pursuant to this division shall be valid only for the location set out in the 
application. However, a license issued pursuant to this division is valid for the purchase, trade or 
other receipt of any of the items regulated by this division. 
 
(b) Should any person licensed under this division move his place of business from the place 
designated in such license to a new address, he shall give ten days’ prior written notice to the city 
manager or designee and have the change noted on his license. A fee as currently established or 
as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time shall be paid to the city 
manager or designee for such a change. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-5; 1991 Code, sec. 24-24; 2007 Code, sec. 32-117; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§5.07.035 Revocation. 
 
(a) Grounds for revocation. A license issued pursuant to this division may be revoked if: 
 

(1) The licensee is convicted of any crime involving theft or fraud within the preceding 
ten years. 

 
(2) The licensee, his agent or employee is convicted of any violation of this division. 

 
(3) The licensee, his agent or employee has committed any act which is in violation of 

this division. 
 

(4) The licensee is convicted of any crime involving theft or fraud while the license is in 
effect. 

 
(5) Any material statement on the license was false or incomplete. 

 
(b) Notice of hearing. Prior to revocation, written notice shall be given to the licensee or person 
in charge. Such notice shall set forth: 
 

(1) The grounds upon which the city will seek revocation of the license. 
 

(2) The specific acts upon which the city will rely in seeking revocation of the license. 
 

(3) That a hearing will be held before the city manager or his designated agent. 
 

(4) The date, time and place of such hearing. 
 

(5) That the licensee may appear in person and/or be represented by counsel, may 
present testimony and may cross-examine all witnesses. 

 
(c) Hearing officer. All hearings shall be held by the city manager or designee or his 
designated representative. Such official shall be referred to as the hearing officer. However, the 
city manager or designee shall not designate any person to perform the duties of hearing officer 
who has participated in or supervised any investigation of the licensee’s place of business or 
investigation of the charges under which the city is seeking revocation of the license. 
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Nevertheless, the person designated as hearing officer may, prior to the hearing, receive a copy of 
the notice given to the licensee or person in charge. 
 
(d) Conduct of hearing. All hearings shall be conducted under rules consistent with the nature 
of the proceedings; provided, however, that the following rules shall apply to such hearing: 
 

(1) All parties shall have the right to representation by a licensed attorney though an 
attorney is not required. 

 
(2) Each party may present witnesses on his own behalf. 

 
(3) Each party has the right to cross-examine all witnesses. 

 
(4) Only evidence presented before the hearing officer at such hearing may be 

considered in rendering the order. 
 
(e) Failure to appear at hearing. If the licensee fails to appear at the hearing at the time, place 
and date specified, the city shall present sufficient evidence to establish a prima facie case 
showing that there are grounds for revocation of the license. 
 
(f) Findings by hearing officer. After completion of the hearing, the hearing officer shall make 
written findings as to whether or not grounds exist for revocation of the license. If the hearing 
officer finds that grounds do exist for revocation of the license, he shall revoke it. 
 
(g) Notice of findings. A copy of the written findings shall be served on the licensee. If the 
address of the licensee is unknown or if such findings have been sent by certified mail, return 
receipt requested, and returned undelivered, such findings shall be served on the person in charge 
of the business or on an agent or employee of the licensee. 
 
(h) Service of notices. Any notice provided for in this section may be served by personal 
delivery or by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
 
(i) No refund of license fee. In the event a license is revoked, the city shall not be liable to the 
licensee for any refund of any part of the license fee. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 24-1/2-10; 1991 Code, sec. 24-25; 2007 Code, sec. 32-118; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.08 POOL AND BILLIARD ROOMS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.08.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Billiard table means any table surrounded by a ledge or cushion with or without pockets upon 
which balls are impelled by a stick or cue. 
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Licensee means any person holding a pool hall license issued under the provisions of this article. 
 
Pool hall means any place or establishment owning and operating one or more billiard tables for 
profit. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-31; 1991 Code, sec. 6-51; 2007 Code, sec. 8-56) 
 
§5.08.002 Hours of operation. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a pool hall between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 
7:00 a.m. on weekdays and between 1:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on Sundays. (1973 Code, sec. 5-32; 
1991 Code, sec. 6-52; 2007 Code, sec. 8-57) 
 
§5.08.003 Inspection. 
 
Any pool hall within the city shall be subject to inspection by members of the health department 
and the police department. (1973 Code, sec. 5-33; 1991 Code, sec. 6-53; 2007 Code, sec. 8-58) 
 
§§5.08.004–5.08.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. License 
 
§5.08.031 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a pool hall in the city without first obtaining a 
license therefor from the city manager or designee. (1973 Code, sec. 5-41; 1991 Code, sec. 6-71; 
2007 Code, sec. 8-90; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.08.032 Filing of application. 
 
Each person desiring to operate a pool hall in the city shall make an application in writing on 
forms provided by the city requesting a license for such pool hall. Each application for a license 
shall be verified under oath and filed with the city manager or designee. (1973 Code, sec. 5-42; 
1991 Code, sec. 6-72; 2007 Code, sec. 8-91; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.08.033 Contents of application. 
 
Each application for a license to operate a pool hall shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) The name, age, gender, address and telephone number of the applicant. 
 

(2) Location of the proposed pool hall. 
 

(3) Number of persons to be employed by the applicant, if any, and the nature of such 
employment. 

 
(4) Whether the applicant has ever been charged with or convicted of a felony involving 

moral turpitude, any violation of the liquor laws, or any offense involving lewd or 
indecent conduct or controlled substances, or any other misdemeanor, other than 
traffic violations, and full information concerning the conviction. 
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(5) A statement that any violation of state law, this code or city ordinances which may 
occur at such establishment will be reported promptly to the police department. 

 
(6) A statement that no person will be allowed to work or perform duties at such 

establishment who has been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude, or any 
offense involving immoral acts, lewd or indecent conduct or controlled substances. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-43; 1991 Code, sec. 6-73; 2007 Code, sec. 8-92) 
 
§5.08.034 False statements in application. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any applicant for a license under the provisions of this division to make 
any false statement while making application therefor. (1973 Code, sec. 5-44; 1991 Code, sec. 6-
74; 2007 Code, sec. 8-93) 
 
§5.08.035 Location and construction of premises. 
 
No license shall be issued under this division for any premises which does not meet with the 
approval of the police department and fire marshal as to location and construction. All buildings 
used for such operation shall be maintained in a sound, structural condition with adequate lighting 
and in a clean, habitable condition. (1973 Code, sec. 5-45; 1991 Code, sec. 6-75; 2007 Code, sec. 
8-94) 
 
§5.08.036 Denial. 
 
(a) No license to operate a pool hall shall be issued under the provisions of this division if the 
applicant: 
 

(1) Is not a person of good moral character as shown by the application of the applicant 
or by police investigation. 

 
(2) Has had a license revoked during the past two years. 

 
(3) Has had a license denied during the past 12 months. 

 
(4) May be denied a license pursuant to V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 53. 

 
(b) No license to operate a pool hall shall be issued unless the premises to be used meet the 
sanitary provisions of this code, state law, and city ordinances, rules and regulations. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 5-47; 1991 Code, sec. 6-76; 2007 Code, sec. 8-95) 
 
§5.08.037 Suspension or revocation. 
 
Any license issued under the provisions of this division may be revoked or suspended pursuant to 
V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 53. (1973 Code, sec. 5-48; 1991 Code, sec. 6-77; 2007 
Code, sec. 8-96) 
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§5.08.038 Transfer. 
 
No license issued under the provisions of this division may be transferred to any other location or 
person. (1973 Code, sec. 5-49; 1991 Code, sec. 6-78; 2007 Code, sec. 8-97) 
 
§5.08.039 Display. 
 
All licenses issued under the provisions of this division shall be prominently displayed by the 
licensee at the pool hall. (1973 Code, sec. 5-50; 1991 Code, sec. 6-79; 2007 Code, sec. 8-98) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.09 AMUSEMENT REDEMPTION MACHINE GAME ROOMS 
 
§5.09.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Amusement redemption machine means: 
 

(1) A recreational machine that provides the user with an opportunity to receive 
something of value other than a right of replay and which complies with all 
applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations applicable to such machines. 

 
(2) A skill or pleasure coin-operated machine that is designed, made and adapted solely 

for bona fide amusement purposes, and that by operation of chance or a combination 
of skill and chance affords the user an opportunity to receive exclusively non-cash 
merchandise, prizes, toys, novelties, or a representation of value redeemable for those 
items. 

 
(3) Any electronic, electromechanical or mechanical contrivance designed, made and 

adapted solely for bona fide amusement purposes if the contrivance rewards the 
player exclusively with non-cash merchandise, prizes, or novelties, or a 
representation of value redeemable for those items, that have a wholesale value 
available from a single play of the game or device of not more than ten times the 
amount charged to play the game or device once or $5.00, whichever amount is less. 

 
Amusement redemption machine game room or game room means any establishment, building, 
facility or other place where two or more amusement redemption machines, with the exception of 
excluded machines, are displayed or exhibited for public use. 
 
City official means a police officer, code enforcement officer or building official of the city. 
 
Excluded machine means: 
 

(1) A machine that awards the user non-cash merchandise, prizes, toys or novelties 
solely and directly from the machine, including claw, crane, or similar machines; 

 
(2) A machine from which the opportunity to receive non-cash merchandise, prizes, toys, 

or novelties, or a representation of value redeemable for those items, varies 
depending upon the user’s ability to throw, roll, flip, toss, hit, or drop a ball or other 
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physical object into the machine or a part thereof, including basketball, skeet ball, 
golf, bowling, pusher, or similar machines; or 

 
(3) A machine or any device defined in V.T.C.A., Penal Code section 47.01 as a 

gambling device, or any activity prohibited or described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code 
chapter 47. 

 
Game room owner or owner means a person who has an ownership interest of at least 25 percent 
in a game room. 
 
Licensee means any person, individual, firm, company, association, or corporation operating an 
amusement redemption machine game room in the city. 
 
Operational machine means an amusement redemption machine that is ready to be played and 
which is accessible to the public. 
 
Permittee means any person, individual, firm, company, association, or corporation maintaining, 
displaying for public patronage, or otherwise keeping for operation by the public any gaming 
machine in the city. 
 
Residential area means an area in which the principal land use is for one or more private 
residences including single-family homes, duplexes and apartment complexes; or a subdivision 
for which a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county and that contains or is 
bounded by public streets or parts of public streets that are abutted by residential property 
occupying at least 75 percent of the front footage along the block face; or a subdivision for which 
a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county and a majority of the lots of which are 
subject to deed restrictions limiting the lots to residential use. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-200) 
 
§5.09.002 License required. 
 
No person shall operate an amusement redemption machine game room in the city without first 
obtaining a license from the city, as required by this article. No license shall be issued until the 
occupation tax has been paid for each amusement redemption machine within the premises, and 
the applicable game room license fee has been paid. (Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 
2007 Code, sec. 8-201) 
 
§5.09.003 Payment of annual inspection and license fee; issuance of license. 
 
An owner, operator, or lessee of an amusement redemption machine game room shall be required 
to secure a license annually. An amusement redemption machine game room shall be required to 
secure a license by paying to the city an annual inspection and amusement redemption machine 
game room license fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time. Upon payment of the fee and compliance with all licensing 
requirements, the license shall be issued by the city. (Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 
2007 Code, sec. 8-202) 
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§5.09.004 Scope of license; term. 
 
(a) A license issued for an amusement redemption machine game room under this article: 
 

(1) Is an annual license which expires December 31 of each year unless it is suspended 
or cancelled earlier; 

 
(2) Is effective for a single place of business only; 

 
(3) Vests no property right in the licensee except to maintain, display for public 

patronage, and permit the use or skill or pleasure of amusement redemption machines 
in accordance with the terms and conditions of this article; 

 
(4) Shall automatically expire if the licensee thereof sells the property or the business, 

transfers equity to accomplish same, or otherwise disposes of amusement redemption 
machines; and 

 
(5) Is not assignable or transferable. 

 
(b) In addition, the city shall not refund any portion of a license fee after the license is issued, 
nor shall it prorate or reduce in amount any fee due to the city. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
initial license issued to an existing amusement redemption machine game room following the 
adoption of the ordinance from which this article is derived and the game room’s compliance 
with the requirements of this article shall not expire until December 31, 2015. Thereafter, any 
such license shall expire as provided hereinabove. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-203) 
 
§5.09.005 Restrictions, regulations, controls and limitations. 
 
(a) Building and fire code standards. All building and fire code standards must be met. 
Inspection by building officials and the issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall be obtained 
before a license for an amusement redemption machine game room is issued. 
 
(b) Number allowed. Only one amusement redemption machine game room shall be permitted 
on any lot or in any single building, structure or strip center except for amusement redemption 
machine game rooms in existence as of the date the ordinance from which this section is derived 
goes into effect and which do not meet this criteria, in which case full compliance with this 
subsection shall be required upon the expiration of three years or upon abandonment of use at 
such location, whichever occurs first. 
 
(c) Distance from church, school or hospital. No amusement redemption machine game room 
shall be situated within 300 feet of any church, school or hospital except for amusement 
redemption machine game rooms in existence as of the date the ordinance from which this section 
is derived goes into effect and which do not meet this criteria, in which case full compliance with 
this subsection shall be required upon the expiration of three years or upon abandonment of use at 
such location, whichever occurs first. 
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(d) Measurement of distance. The distance shall be measured in a straight line without regard 
to intervening objects or structures and from the nearest lot line of the amusement redemption 
machine game room seeking a license to the nearest lot line of the church, school, day-care, 
hospital, public park or residential area. 
 
(e) Outdoor activities prohibited. No amusement redemption machines or related business 
activities shall be allowed to be situated and/or performed outdoors. 
 
(f) Hours of operation. The hours of operation for an amusement redemption machine game 
room shall be limited to the following hours: 
 

(1) Monday through Thursday, open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 11:00 p.m.; and 
 

(2) Friday through Sunday, open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 12:00 a.m. 
 
(g) Parking. One parking space shall be provided for each two amusement redemption 
machines within the amusement redemption machine game room, plus one additional parking 
space for each employee per shift. 
 
(h) Supervision. The owner, operator, or manager of the licensed premises must be present to 
supervise the operation of the amusement redemption machine game room. The amusement 
redemption machine game room shall not be left unattended. 
 
(i) View of interior. Amusement redemption machines must be situated within the licensed 
premises as to be in full and open public view, which entails being visible to all patrons of the 
establishment. 
 
(j) Minors prohibited. No person under the age of 18 years shall be permitted inside the 
building, structure, facility or space housing the amusement redemption machine game room. 
 
(k) Sign prohibiting minors. A sign stating that no one under the age of 18 is allowed inside the 
amusement redemption machine game room shall be posted in plain sight immediately inside the 
entrance stating that: “No person under the age of 18 years shall be permitted inside the building, 
structure, facility or space housing the amusement redemption machine game room.” 
 
(l) Age of operator. An amusement redemption machine game room operator must be a person 
who is at least 18 years of age. 
 
(m) Number of machines; backup or replacement machines. The total number of operational 
amusement redemption machines allowed in one amusement redemption machine game room 
establishment shall be limited to the maximum number of 50 amusement redemption machine 
games. Any backup, non-operational or replacement amusement redemption machines shall be 
secured in a locked storage area or closet to which the public is not allowed to enter and such 
machines shall not be connected to electricity or be otherwise operational. The occupation tax on 
such backup or replacement amusement redemption machine games shall be paid annually 
regardless of whether such machines are used by the game room’s patrons. 
 
(n) Illegal machines. Nothing contained herein shall be construed or have the effect to license, 
permit, authorize or legalize any machine, device, table, or gaming machine, the keeping, 
exhibition, operation, display or maintenance of which is illegal or in violation of any ordinance 
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of the city, any regulation of the county, any section of the Penal Code of this state, or the 
constitution of this state. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; Ordinance 16-774, sec. 2, adopted 1/28/16; 2007 
Code, sec. 8-204) 
 
§5.09.006 Application for license. 
 
(a) An applicant for a license under the provisions of this article shall file with the city 
manager or designee a written application on a form provided for that purpose by the city which 
shall be signed by the applicant, who shall be the owner of the amusement redemption machine 
game room sought to be licensed. A separate application must be filed for each location sought to 
be licensed. The following information is required in the application: 
 

(1) Name, address, telephone number, and driver’s license number of the applicant if the 
applicant is a natural person; 

 
(2) Name, address, telephone number and driver’s license number of all persons who 

own 25 percent or more interest in the amusement redemption machine game room; 
 

(3) Name, address, telephone number and driver’s license number of all corporate 
officers, if any, of such business; 

 
(4) Name, address, and telephone number of the business; 

 
(5) If incorporated, the name of the business registered with the Texas secretary of state; 

 
(6) If a partnership, the name, address, telephone number and driver’s license of each of 

the general and limited partners; 
 

(7) The trade name by which the applicant does business and a true and correct copy of 
the registration of the applicant’s assumed name filed in the office of the county 
clerk, bearing the file mark or stamp that evidences its filing in that office; 

 
(8) A copy of a valid game room permit issued by the county where applicable; 

 
(9) The street address of the premises; 

 
(10) If applicant is not the owner of the premises, the applicant shall furnish the name, 

address, and telephone number of the property owner; 
 

(11) Name, address, and telephone number of the operator of the premises to be permitted; 
 

(12) Number of amusement redemption machines in the premises to be permitted and the 
serial number of each amusement redemption machine; 

 
(13) Whether a previous license of the applicant, or, if applicable, a corporate officer of 

the applicant, has been revoked within two years of filing of the application; 
 

(14) The previous occupation(s) of the applicant and, if applicable, all corporate officers 
and partners of the applicant within the preceding five years; 
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(15) A notarized statement, under oath, that: 

 
(A) All the facts contained in the application are true and correct; 

 
(B) The amusement redemption machines are not and will not be used as gambling 

devices; 
 

(C) The location and operation of the amusement redemption machine game room 
will not violate any applicable deed restrictions; 

 
(D) The amusement redemption machine game room will be operated in 

accordance with all laws; 
 

(16) Name, address, and telephone number of an emergency contact person who can be 
reached after hours; 

 
(17) A floor plan of the amusement redemption machine game room interior depicting the 

layout of the amusement redemption machine game room interior specifically 
including, but not limited to, the location of all amusement redemption machines, 
coin-operated machines or devices, the manager’s station(s), restroom facilities, 
kitchen and bar facilities, if any, and all areas to which patrons will not be permitted; 
and 

 
(18) Any other plans that may be required by this code. 

 
(b) Any failure to provide the documents required by this section shall be grounds for denial of 
the application to which it applies. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-205; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.09.007 Renewal of license. 
 
(a) A license may be renewed for the following calendar year beginning October 1 of each year 
by filing a completed application for each license and paying the applicable fee set forth in this 
article. A renewal application shall be subject to the same requirements in this section as for a 
license application. 
 
(b) Upon the expiration of a license, the licensee shall be required to obtain a renewal of the 
expired license if the licensee wishes to continue operating an amusement redemption machine 
game room. Failure to obtain the renewal within 30 days after expiration may require such person 
to pay an additional late fee in an amount equal to 20 percent of the fee as currently established or 
as hereafter adopted by city council from time to time. Nothing herein authorizes the licensee to 
operate after the expiration of a license and before a renewal is effective. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-206) 
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§5.09.008 Grounds for denial of license; applicants or licensees indebted to city. 
 
(a) The city shall refuse to approve issuance or renewal of a permit or license for one or more 
of the following reasons: 
 

(1) Any failure to provide the information required by this article; 
 

(2) A determination by the city that inaccurate, erroneous or incomplete information has 
been submitted; 

 
(3) A false statement as to a material matter made in an application for a license; 

 
(4) Revocation of a license, pursuant to this article, of the applicant or a co-owner or a 

corporate officer of the applicant within two years preceding the filing of the 
application; 

 
(5) Refusal or failure to pay the occupation tax on any amusement redemption machine; 

 
(6) Refusal or failure to pay the correct license fee amount; 

 
(7) The applicant or a co-owner for such license has, within the past three years, been 

convicted of any violation of this article; 
 

(8) The applicant or a co-owner for such license has, within the past five years, been 
convicted of any violation of regulations adopted by the county relating to game 
rooms; and/or 

 
(9) The applicant or a co-owner for such license has, within the past ten years, been 

convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude. 
 
(b) The city shall not issue or renew a license under this article and shall suspend or cancel a 
license if it be determined that the applicant or licensee is indebted to the city for any fee, costs, 
penalties, or delinquent taxes. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-207) 
 
§5.09.009 Suspension or revocation of license. 
 
(a) Authority. If any individual, company, corporation or association who owns, operates, 
exhibits, or displays any amusement redemption machine(s) in an amusement redemption 
machine game room in this city shall violate any provision of this article, the city shall have the 
power and authority to suspend or revoke the license(s) issued hereunder to any of the foregoing 
by giving written notice, stating the reason justifying such suspension or revocation, and the same 
shall be suspended or revoked ten days from date of such notice. 
 
(b) Suspension. The city manager or his designee shall suspend a license for a period not to 
exceed 30 days if he determines that a licensee or an employee of a licensee has: 
 

(1) Violated or is not in compliance with any of the provisions of this article; 
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(2) Refused to allow or interfered with an inspection of the amusement redemption 
machine game room premises; or 

 
(3) Demonstrated an inability to operate or manage an amusement redemption machine 

game room in a peaceful and law-abiding manner thus necessitating action by law 
enforcement officers. 

 
(c) Revocation for continuing violations. The city manager or his designee shall revoke a 
license if a cause of suspension occurs and the license has been previously suspended within the 
preceding 12 months. 
 
(d) Automatic revocation. The city manager or his designee shall revoke a license if he 
determines that: 
 

(1) A licensee gave false or misleading information in the material submitted to the city 
during the application process; 

 
(2) A licensee or an employee of a licensee knowingly allowed the possession, use, or 

sale of a controlled substance on the premises; or 
 

(3) A licensee or an employee of a licensee knowingly operated the amusement 
redemption machine game room during a period of time when the licensee’s permit 
was suspended. 

 
(e) Effect of revocation. No license shall be issued within a period of one year to anyone 
whose license has been revoked, except at the discretion of the city manager or his designee. If 
the license of an individual, company, corporation, or association owning, operating, or 
displaying amusement redemption machines in this city is cancelled, such individual, company, 
corporation or association shall not operate, display or permit to be operated or displayed such 
amusement redemption machines in any amusement redemption machine game room until a new 
license is granted. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-208) 
 
§5.09.010 Appeals. 
 
If the city manager or his designee refuses to approve the issuance of a license or the renewal of a 
license to an applicant, or suspends or revokes a license issued under this article, this action is 
final unless the applicant or licensee, within ten days after the receipt of written notice of the 
action, files a written appeal with the city secretary, who shall, within ten days after the appeal is 
filed, forward same to city council for its consideration at a public meeting following a hearing. 
The city council shall, within 30 days, grant such hearing to consider the action. The city council 
has authority to sustain, reverse, or modify the action appealed. The decision of the city council is 
final. (Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-209) 
 
§5.09.011 Display of license. 
 
A valid license issued under this article for an amusement redemption machine game room shall 
be displayed at or near the entrance of the business premises, and such display shall be permanent 
and conspicuous. (Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-210) 
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§5.09.012 Inspections; authority to seal machines. 
 
(a) The premises in which such amusement redemption machines are located shall conform to 
all building codes and fire prevention codes of the city and the fire marshal of the city and his 
assistants and the chief building official may enter into the premises where such amusement 
redemption machines are located at any time during normal business hours for the purposes of 
inspecting said premises for fire hazards. 
 
(b) All law enforcement personnel of the city shall have the right to enter into said premises at 
any time during normal business hours for the purpose of enforcement of the terms of this article. 
 
(c) The city shall have the authority to seal any coin-operated machine located in any 
amusement redemption machine game room for which the occupation tax has not been paid. A 
fee in the amount identified by resolution of the city council from time to time will be charged for 
the release of any machine sealed for nonpayment of said occupation tax. 
 
(d) The city shall have the authority to seal any coin-operated machine located in any 
amusement redemption machine game room for which a license fee has not been paid. A fee in 
the amount identified by resolution of the city council from time to time will be charged for the 
release of any machine sealed for nonpayment of said license fee. 
 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-211) 
 
§5.09.013 Prohibited activities. 
 
A licensee hereunder shall not permit any of the following activities within the licensed premises: 
 

(1) The operation of any amusement redemption machine by a person younger than 18 
years of age; 

 
(2) Gambling by any person; 

 
(3) The possession of gambling materials; and 

 
(4) Unlawful or criminal activity of any kind. 

 
(Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-212) 
 
§5.09.014 Parking facilities. 
 
Any person who desires a license for the operation of two or more amusement redemption 
machines in one specific location shall be required to provide sufficient off-street parking to 
accommodate the vehicles of the patrons as provided for herein. Such parking area shall be 
maintained in a safe, clean manner and shall not interfere with safe and expeditious movement of 
other vehicular or pedestrian traffic. (Ordinance 14-747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, 
sec. 8-213) 
 
§5.09.015 Violation of other laws. 
 
Nothing herein shall be construed or have the effect to license, permit, authorize or legalize any 
machine, device, table, or gaming machine, the keeping, exhibition, operation, display or 
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maintenance of which is illegal or in violation of any ordinance of the city, any regulation of the 
county, any section of the Penal Code of this state, or the constitution of this state. (Ordinance 14-
747, sec. 2, adopted 10/23/14; 2007 Code, sec. 8-214) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.10 SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES 
 
§5.10.001 Authority, purpose and intent. 
 
(a) These regulations are promulgated pursuant to, and in conformity with, V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code chapter 243, as amended. 
 
(b) It is the intent of the city council to exercise its regulatory powers permitted under 
V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 243 and to enact a content-neutral ordinance that 
addresses the secondary effects of sexually oriented businesses, as well as the health problems 
associated with such businesses. The city council desires to establish reasonable and uniform 
regulations of sexually oriented businesses to promote and protect the health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of the city. The city council also desires to prohibit business activities that 
merely serve as a front for activities prohibited by the Texas Penal Code, including, but not 
limited to, prostitution and the promotion of prostitution. 
 
(c) These regulations are not intended to impose any limitation or restriction on the content of 
any communicative material, including sexually oriented material. Similarly, it is not the intent 
nor effect of these regulations to restrict or deny access by adults to sexually oriented material 
protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution, to deny access by the 
distributors and exhibitors of sexually oriented entertainment to their intended market or to 
suppress any speech activities protected by the First Amendment. The city recognizes that 
prohibitions on the promotion of obscene material (not protected by the First Amendment) are 
enforceable through separate criminal sanctions under the Penal Code. 
 
(d) These regulations are not intended to legalize anything prohibited under the Texas Penal 
Code or any other law or regulation. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-124) 
 
§5.10.002 Administration. 
 
(a) The city council hereby designates and directs the city manager to accept applications for 
issuance or renewal of sexually oriented business permits, to certify compliance with the location 
restrictions and to investigate the factual representations made in such applications. 
 
(b) The city manager is authorized and directed to enforce these regulations. The chief of 
police is authorized to investigate sexually oriented businesses’ service provider records and to 
investigate and enforce the operating requirements imposed on sexually oriented businesses. 
 
(c) Pursuant to V.T.C.A., Local Government Code section 243.007(c), the district court has 
jurisdiction over a suit that arises from the denial, suspension or revocation of a SOBP by the 
city. 
 
(d) V.T.C.A., Local Government Code section 243.010(a) and (b), as amended, authorize the 
prosecution of a violation of these regulations as a class A misdemeanor. 
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(e) The revocation or suspension of a SOBP, or the imposition of an administrative fine, shall 
not prevent the imposition of a criminal penalty for the same conduct and the imposition of a 
criminal penalty shall not prevent the revocation or suspension of a SOBP, or the imposition of an 
administrative fine, for the same conduct, pursuant to these regulations. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-125) 
 
§5.10.003 Area covered by regulations. 
 
These regulations shall apply to sexually oriented business enterprises located within the 
incorporated area of the city. (Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-
126) 
 
§5.10.004 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Adult bookstore, adult video store, or adult paraphernalia store means a commercial 
establishment which as one of its principal business purposes offers for sale or rental for money 
or any other form of compensation or consideration any one or more of the following: 
 

(1) Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, photographs, films, motion 
pictures, videocassettes or video reproductions, computer programs, slides or other 
visual representations which depict or describe specified sexual activities or specified 
anatomical areas, as defined in this section; or 

 
(2) Instruments, devices, or paraphernalia that are designed for use in connection with 

specified sexual activities, as defined in this section. 
 
Adult cabaret means a nightclub, bar, restaurant or similar commercial establishment that 
features: 
 

(1) Persons who appear totally nude, semi-nude or in a state of nudity, as defined in this 
section; 

 
(2) Live performances which are characterized by the exposure of specified anatomical 

areas or specified sexual activities, as defined in this section; or 
 

(3) Films, motion pictures, computer simulations, videocassettes, video reproductions, 
slides or other reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or description 
of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas, as defined in this section. 

 
Adult motel means a hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment that: 
 

(1) Offers a sleeping room to the public for money or any other form of compensation or 
consideration; and provides patrons with closed-circuit television transmissions, 
films, motion pictures, videocassettes, slides or other reproductions which are 
characterized by specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas, as defined 
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in this section; and has a sign visible from the public right-of-way which advertises 
the availability of this adult type of photographic reproductions; 

 
(2) Offers a sleeping room for rent for a period of time that is less than ten hours; or 

 
(3) Allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the room for a period of 

time that is less than ten hours. 
 
Adult movie arcade or adult arcade means any place to which the public is permitted or invited 
wherein coin- or slug-operated or electronically, electrically or mechanically controlled still or 
motion picture machines, projectors or other image-producing devices are maintained to show 
images to five or fewer persons per machine at any one time, and where the images so displayed 
are distinguished or characterized by the depicting or describing of specified sexual activities or 
specified anatomical areas, as defined in this section. 
 
Adult movie picture theater means a commercial establishment where, for money or any other 
form of compensation or consideration, films, motion pictures, videocassettes or video 
reproductions, slides or similar photographic reproductions are regularly shown and are 
characterized by the depiction or description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical 
areas, as defined in this section. 
 
Adult theater means a theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar commercial establishment 
which regularly features live performances characterized by the exposure of specified sexual 
activities or specified anatomical areas, as defined in this section. 
 
Allow means to knowingly let happen, to cause, or to knowingly suffer or permit, and includes the 
knowing failure to prevent. 
 
Applicant means the individual or entity submitting the application for a SOBP. Where 
appropriate, this includes a written designated agent of the applicant. 
 
Cashier means any employee who handles money or any other form of compensation or 
consideration from clients of an enterprise for services or products provided. 
 
Child-care facility means a building used as a day nursery, children’s boarding home, child 
placement agency or other place for the care or custody of children under 15 years of age, 
licensed by the state pursuant to V.T.C.A., Human Resources Code chapter 42. 
 
Church or place of religious worship means a facility, including all structures and grounds, at 
which persons regularly assemble for worship, or that is intended primarily for purposes 
connected with faith or for propagating a particular form of belief. 
 
City council means the governing body of the city. 
 
City manager means the city manager or his designated agent. 
 
Conviction means a judgment finding a person guilty of the offense charged. The term does not 
include an order of a court deferring further proceedings without entering an adjudication of guilt 
for an offense to which a person has entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, unless there is a 
violation of a condition of the community supervision imposed upon the defendant and a 
subsequent entry of an adjudication of guilt. Where an adjudication of guilt is entered, it shall be 
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considered a conviction, regardless of whether a sentence for the offense was imposed, probated 
or suspended. 
 
Dwelling means a house, duplex, apartment, townhouse, condominium, mobile home or any other 
building used for residential purposes, whether single-family or multifamily, attached or 
detached, and regardless of whether tenant or owner occupied. 
 
Employee means any person who works in or about a sexually oriented business enterprise 
(SOBE) and renders any service whatsoever to the patrons of a SOBE and receives money, 
gratuities or any other form of compensation or consideration for such service or work from the 
enterprise operator or owner of the SOBE or from the patrons thereof, excepting those persons 
who have an independent contractor relationship with the SOBE. 
 
Enterprise operator means an owner, manager or other natural person principally in charge of a 
SOBE. 
 
Entertainment service means any service provided by a cashier, enterprise operator, server, 
employee or independent contractor or other person at a SOBE. The term does not include a 
person who provides no other services at the SOBE other than repairs or maintenance to the 
premises or equipment. 
 
Escort means an individual who, in exchange for consideration, agrees or offers to provide a 
service intended or calculated to sexually stimulate or sexually gratify the person receiving the 
service, and where such services are characterized by the individual providing the services as 
constituting, or including, acting as a private escort, date, guide or companion. 
 
Escort agency means a business that, for consideration, furnishes, offers to furnish, or advertises 
to furnish escorts as one of its primary business purposes and offers a service intended to provide 
sexual stimulation or sexual gratification to the customer. 
 
Hospital means a building used to provide inpatient medical care for the sick or injured and is 
licensed pursuant to the Texas Hospital Licensing Law, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code 
chapter 241, or is operated by an agency of the federal government, or is a convalescent facility 
licensed pursuant to V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 242. 
 
Interested party means any person who owns or leases real property within 1,500 feet of a SOBE, 
any city official who is elected by residents of the city, and the chief of police, but does not 
include the applicant. 
 
Live exhibition means a live performance by one or more individuals. Live exhibitions include 
dancing, modeling, stripping, juggling, acrobatic acts, wrestling, pantomime and similar 
performance activities. 
 
Nude modeling studio means any place where a person who appears in a state of nudity or 
displays specified anatomical areas, [is provided] to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, 
sculpted, photographed or similarly depicted by another person who pays money or any form of 
consideration. 
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Nudity or state of nudity means: 
 

(1) Displaying or exposing to view all, or any portion of, the following areas of the 
human body: 

 
(A) A buttock; 

 
(B) An anus; 

 
(C) The genitalia or pubic region; or 

 
(D) The areola of a female breast; 

 
(2) A state of dress that fails to cover opaquely all or any portion of the following areas 

of the human body: 
 

(A) A buttock; 
 

(B) An anus; 
 

(C) The genitalia or pubic region; or 
 

(D) The areola of a female breast; 
 

(3) A state of dress, or the application of liquid latex, paint, makeup or the employment 
of other materials or devices that have the purpose or effect of simulating the 
appearance of all, or any portion of, the following areas of the human body: 

 
(A) A buttock; 

 
(B) An anus; 

 
(C) The genitalia or pubic region; or 

 
(D) The areola of a female breast. 

 
The terms “nudity” and “state of nudity” do not include the incidental and unintentional display 
or exposure of the areola of a female breast by a person who is in the act of breast-feeding a child. 
 
Operate or cause to be operated means cause to function or to put or keep in operation. A person 
may be found to be operating or causing to be operated a SOBE whether or not that person is an 
owner, part owner, or licensee of the business. 
 
Patron means any paying or nonpaying customer or client of a SOBE, including members of the 
public or club members invited or admitted to a SOBE. 
 
Penal institution means a place designated by law for confinement of persons arrested for, 
charged with or convicted of an offense. 
 
Person means an individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association or other legal 
entity. 
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Principal business or primary business means: 
 

(1) A business where 50 percent or more of gross floor area is devoted to the sale, 
display or storage of items that depict or describe specified sexual activities or 
specified anatomical areas, as defined herein, or that are designed for use in 
connection with specified sexual activities; or 

 
(2) A business where 50 percent or more of gross receipts are derived from the sale or 

rental of items that depict or describe specified sexual activities or specified 
anatomical areas, as defined herein, or that are designed for use in connection with 
specified sexual activities. 

 
Public building means a building used by a federal, state or local government that is open to the 
general public. 
 
Public park means a tract of land maintained by a federal, state or local government dedicated for 
public use and accessible to the general public for recreational purposes, not including public 
roads, walkways, easements and rights-of-way. This term shall also include locations owned by 
nonprofit organizations that provide educational and recreational facilities. 
 
Regulations means regulations adopted by the city council governing the operation of sexually 
oriented business enterprises. 
 
School means a facility, including all attached playgrounds, dormitories, stadiums and other 
appurtenances that are part of the facility, used for the primary purpose of instruction or 
education, including primary or secondary schools, colleges and universities, both public and 
private. 
 
Semi-nude means a state of dress in which clothing, or other materials or devices, including 
supporting straps, opaquely covers no more than the buttocks, anus, genitalia, and areola of a 
female breast. 
 
Server means an individual who serves food or beverages to patrons in a SOBE, and includes 
waiters, waitresses, hosts, hostesses and bartenders. 
 
Sexual encounter center means a business or commercial enterprise that, as one of its primary 
business purposes, offers for any form of consideration: 
 

(1) Physical contact in the form of wrestling or tumbling between persons of the opposite 
sex; or 

 
(2) Activities between male and female persons and/or persons of the same sex when one 

or more of the persons is totally nude, semi-nude or in a state of nudity. 
 
Sexually oriented business enterprise (SOBE) means a sex parlor, nude modeling studio, sexually 
oriented modeling studio, love parlor, adult bookstore, adult movie picture theater, adult theater, 
adult video arcade, adult movie arcade, adult video store, adult motel, adult cabaret, escort agency 
and sexual encounter center and includes any commercial enterprise the primary business of 
which is the offering of a service or the selling, renting or exhibiting of devices or any other items 
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designed or intended to provide sexual stimulation or sexual gratification to the customer. The 
term “SOBE” shall not be construed to include: 
 

(1) A business operated by or employing licensed psychologists, licensed physical 
therapists, licensed athletic trainers, licensed cosmetologists or licensed barbers that, 
as the primary business purpose, performs functions authorized under the 
occupational license held; 

 
(2) A business operated by or employing a licensed physician or licensed chiropractor 

that, as a major business purpose, is engaged in practicing the healing arts; 
 

(3) A massage establishment which is properly registered under the Texas Occupations 
Code, as amended; 

 
(4) A bookstore, movie theater or video store, unless that business is an adult bookstore, 

adult movie theater or adult video store as defined in these regulations; 
 

(5) A theater, concert hall, auditorium or similar commercial establishment unless that 
business is an adult theater as defined in these regulations; or 

 
(6) A tanning facility that is properly licensed pursuant to V.T.C.A., Health and Safety 

Code chapter 145, the Tanning Facility Act. 
 
Sexually oriented business permit (SOBP) means a sexually oriented business permit issued and 
regulated pursuant to these regulations. 
 
Sexually oriented modeling studio means any place where a person appears in a state of nudity or 
displays specified anatomical areas, as defined herein, to be observed, sketched, drawn, painted, 
sculpted, photographed or similarly depicted by another person who pays money or any other 
form of compensation or consideration. The term “sexually oriented modeling studio” does not 
include a place where modeling classes are operated: 
 

(1) By a proprietary school licensed by the state, or by a college or university supported 
entirely or partly by taxation; 

 
(2) By a private college or university which maintains and operates educational programs 

in which credits are transferable to a college, junior college or university supported 
entirely or partly by taxation; or 

 
(3) In a structure: 

 
(A) That has no sign visible from the exterior of the structure and no other 

advertising that indicates a nude or semi-nude person is available for viewing; 
 

(B) Where, in order to participate in a class, a student must enroll at least three 
days in advance of the class; and 

 
(C) Where no more than one nude or semi-nude model is on the premises at the 

same time. 
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Specified anatomical areas means human genitals in a state of sexual arousal, whether clothed or 
nude. 
 
Specified sexual activities means any of the following: 
 

(1) The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttocks, anus 
or female breasts, whether clothed or nude; 

 
(2) Sex acts, actual or simulated, including intercourse, oral copulation or sodomy; 

 
(3) Masturbation, actual or simulated; or 

 
(4) Excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the activities set forth in 

subsections (1) through (3) of this definition. 
 
Totally nude means a state of dress in which any portion of a person’s pubic region, genitals or 
anus is displayed or exposed to view and includes a state of dress in which material is painted or 
applied to the body, such as paint, liquid latex or any device or covering is employed, with the 
intention or effect of giving the appearance of, or simulating, a state of dress in which any portion 
of a person’s pubic region, genitals or anus is displayed or exposed to view. 
 
Transfer of ownership or control means: 
 

(1) The sale, lease or sublease of the business; 
 

(2) The transfer of a controlling interest in the business, whether by sale, exchange, gift 
or other means; or 

 
(3) The establishment of a trust, gift or other similar legal device which transfers the 

ownership or control of the business. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-127) 
 
§5.10.005 Classifications. 
 
(a) Sexually oriented business enterprises are classified as follows: 
 

(1) Adult movie arcades or adult arcades; 
 

(2) Adult bookstores, adult video stores or adult paraphernalia stores; 
 

(3) Adult cabarets; 
 

(4) Adult motels; 
 

(5) Adult movie picture theaters; 
 

(6) Adult theaters; 
 

(7) Escort agencies and escorts; 
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(8) Nude modeling studios or sexually oriented modeling studios; and 
 

(9) Sexual encounter centers. 
 
(b) The determination of whether an enterprise is a SOBE and its proper classification shall be 
made in the first instance by the city manager. This determination may be appealed to the city 
council. 
 
(c) The commercial enterprises or activities enumerated in this section shall be subject to 
regulation under this article at any location at which they may occur, whether conducted within a 
building, or temporary enclosure or out-of-doors. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-128) 
 
§5.10.006 Permit required. 
 
(a) No person shall conduct business as a SOBE at any location within the city without a valid 
sexually oriented business permit (SOBP) issued in accordance with these regulations. It shall be 
an offense to operate a SOBE without a valid SOBP. 
 
(b) A separate application and SOBP shall be required for each SOBE. 
 
(c) Where a business has multiple locations, or operates in separate structures at the same 
location, each separate location and each separate structure is considered a separate SOBE for 
which a separate SOBP must be obtained. 
 
(d) A SOBE open or operating without a SOBP is deemed a public nuisance enjoinable under 
these regulations. 
 
(e) Where a SOBE’s operations meet the definition of more than one category of SOBE, it 
shall be treated as a single SOBE and only one SOBP shall be required; provided, however, no 
permit shall be granted unless the SOBE meets all of the requirements applicable to each category 
of SOBE applicable to its operations. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-129) 
 
§5.10.007 Display of permit. 
 
The original or a clear and accurate copy of the SOBP for a SOBE shall be displayed at all times 
in an open and conspicuous place in the SOBE for which it was issued. If a copy is displayed, the 
original SOBP shall be maintained on the premises at all times and shall be made available to the 
city manager or the chief of police for inspection upon request. (Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, 
adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-130) 
 
§5.10.008 Enforcement. 
 
(a) As stated in V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 243, the city may file suit in district 
court for an injunction to prohibit a violation of these regulations. In addition, a person who 
violates these regulations is also subject to prosecution for criminal violations. 
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(b) The city attorney is hereby authorized to file suit to enjoin violations of these regulations. A 
suit may be initiated upon information received from private citizens or any law enforcement 
agency. 
 
(c) A person commits an offense if the person intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with 
criminal negligence violates any one or more of these regulations. The criminal penalty for a 
violation of any one or more of these regulations is a class A misdemeanor. A class A 
misdemeanor is defined by and carries the penalties described by the Texas Penal Code. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-131) 
 
§5.10.009 Application for permit. 
 
(a) To obtain an initial SOBP or to renew an existing SOBP the applicant must file a complete 
application with the city manager. 
 

(1) The application shall be filed on the form provided by the city manager or on an 
accurate and legible copy of that form. 

 
(2) The applicant shall apply in person at city hall. 

 
(3) The hours applications may be submitted will be established by the city manager. 

 
(4) A notice of deficiencies shall be mailed by the city manager to the applicant within 

five business days of receipt of the application, if all the information required by 
these regulations has not been provided in the application. 

 
(5) A receipt shall be mailed by the city manager to the applicant within five business 

days of submission of a complete application to the city manager. The SOBP 
application receipt, or a clear and accurate copy, is required to be displayed in clear 
view at the premises of a SOBE. Failure to do so will constitute an offense. 

 
(b) All applications shall provide the following information. The information in subsections 
(b)(1) and (2) of this section will be made available to the public when an application is received. 
 

(1) The full legal name and any other name used by the applicant. 
 

(2) A general description of the SOBE, which shall include the address of the SOBE and 
the services and products that will be offered. 

 
(3) The applicant’s complete business license or permit history, including any permit or 

license which has been issued to the applicant by any agency, board, city, county or 
state, and any professional or vocational license or permit. This shall include those 
that have expired or are currently in effect and shall include any license or permit that 
has been denied, or was issued to the applicant and subsequently revoked or 
suspended. If there have been licenses or permits which were denied, revoked or 
suspended, the permit history shall include the reason for that action. 

 
(4) If the applicant intends to operate the SOBE under an assumed name, a copy of the 

assumed name certificate filed in compliance with V.T.C.A., Business and 
Commerce Code chapter 71. 
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(5) If the SOBE is licensed under the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Code, the application 

shall be filed and the enterprise shall conduct business under the name shown on the 
liquor license. 

 
(6) A nonrefundable fee in the amount set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this 

code shall be paid in the form of a money order or cashier’s check. Cash will not be 
accepted. If the applicant had previously obtained a permit under the former 
regulations adopted by the city, the amount of the previous permit fee paid shall be 
applied to the cost of the new permit. 

 
(7) A statement under oath that: 

 
(A) The applicant has personal knowledge of the information contained in the 

application and that the information contained therein is true and correct; 
 

(B) The applicant has read and understands these regulations; and 
 

(C) The applicant authorizes the city manager to seek such information from any 
third party or entity he requires to confirm any statements set forth in the 
application. 

 
(c) If the applicant is an individual, the applicant shall also provide: 
 

(1) Each of the applicant’s residential addresses for the three years immediately 
preceding the date of the application, indicating the dates of each residence and 
including the present address and telephone number of the applicant; 

 
(2) The applicant’s business, occupation and employment history for the three years 

immediately preceding the date of application, indicating the applicable dates and 
addresses; 

 
(3) Documentation that the applicant is at least 18 years of age; 

 
(4) The applicant’s height, eye color and natural hair color; 

 
(5) Two recent photographs of the applicant. One photograph will be affixed to the 

SOBP. The other photograph will be retained by the city manager. New photographs 
may be required by the city manager upon application for renewal of the SOBP; 

 
(6) The applicant’s criminal history, which shall consist of a statement of any and all 

criminal convictions other than class C misdemeanor traffic violations; 
 

(7) Fingerprints of the applicant taken and maintained by the city’s police department for 
the purpose of establishing identification; 

 
(8) A copy of the applicant’s valid driver’s license or state department of transportation 

identification card; 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-63 

(9) Other identification and information as determined by the city manager to be 
reasonably necessary in order to confirm the validity of information provided in the 
application; and 

 
(10) A mailing address where the applicant can be reliably contacted. 

 
(d) If the applicant is a corporation, partnership, joint venture or other similar business entity, 
the applicant shall also provide: 
 

(1) A state corporation shall provide a copy of its articles of incorporation with 
amendments, names and residential addresses of all current officers and directors and 
the name and address of each stockholder holding more than five percent of the stock 
of the corporation; 

 
(2) A foreign corporation shall provide a certified copy of the any documents evidencing 

its authority to transact business in the state, with all amendments, names and 
residential addresses of current officers and directors and names and addresses of 
each stockholder holding more than five percent of the stock of the corporation; 

 
(3) A general partnership shall provide the name and residential address of each of the 

partners; 
 

(4) A limited partnership shall provide the name and residential address of its general 
and limited partners and a copy of the certificate of limited partnership filed with the 
office of the secretary of state, and amendments included. 

 
(e) If one or more of the general or limited partners is a corporation the information required of 
corporate applicants shall be included in the application in addition to the requirements for 
general or limited partnerships. As to each person required to be identified in this section, the 
application shall also contain: 
 

(1) A statement as to any ownership interest that person has in any other SOBE; 
 

(2) A description as to any management, supervisory, or oversight responsibility that 
person will have in the SOBE; 

 
(3) A valid driver’s license number or state department of transportation identification 

card number; and 
 

(4) Certification as to each officer, director, partner or participant that he has not been 
convicted of any of the crimes listed in section 5.10.017(f). 

 
(f) Applicants shall also provide: 
 

(1) The name and residential address of each enterprise operator; 
 

(2) The street address, the mailing address and full legal description of the parcel of land 
on which the SOBE is to be located; 
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(3) The name and mailing address of each owner of the real property on which the 
business is to be located and a complete and fully executed copy of any lease or 
rental agreement; 

 
(4) A reliable estimate of the number of employees, including a description of the 

capacities in which they will be employed; a general description of the management 
structure for the enterprise; 

 
(5) A sketch or diagram showing the configuration of the premises, including a statement 

of total floor space occupied by the business. The sketch or diagram need not be 
professionally prepared, but must be drawn to a designated scale or drawn with 
marked dimensions of the interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus six 
inches. Enterprises subject to section 5.10.027 of these regulations are also required 
to conform to the provisions of that section; and 

 
(6) A certification provided by a registered professional land surveyor that the proposed 

enterprise will be located a minimum of 1,500 feet from the protected uses described 
in section 5.10.010, if applicable. 

 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-132; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.10.010 Location requirements. 
 
(a) The SOBE must be located a minimum of 1,500 feet from all of the following property 
uses: 
 

(1) A child-care facility; 
 

(2) A church or place of religious worship; 
 

(3) A dwelling; 
 

(4) A hospital; 
 

(5) A public building; 
 

(6) A public park; 
 

(7) A school; 
 

(8) Another sexually oriented business enterprise; and 
 

(9) A penal institution. 
 
(b) This section shall apply only to property uses in existence at that location at least 30 days 
prior to the date of the application. 
 
(c) For the purposes of this section, measurements shall be made in a straight line from the 
nearest portion of the proposed SOBE property line to the nearest portion of the property line of 
the property uses listed above. These distance restrictions apply to an identified property use 
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whether or not the building or appurtenance used for an identified property use is located within 
the corporate limits of the city. 
 
(d) A SOBE that was eligible for, and received, a SOBP prior to the establishment, within 
1,500 feet of the SOBE, of one of the uses listed in subsection (a) of this section may continue to 
operate, and remains eligible for renewal of its SOBP, notwithstanding the existence of the 
subsequently established use. 
 
(e) Once permitted, a SOBE shall not cause the building or other appurtenant structures to be 
enlarged or relocated on the property in such a manner to bring it in noncompliance with the 
location regulations. 
 
(f) The requirements of this section do not apply to a SOBE that was legally in operation on 
the effective date of the ordinance from which this section is derived, except that the property and 
facilities of any such SOBE shall not be remodeled, added to or altered, so as to increase the size 
of the buildings or other structures in which the business of the SOBE is conducted or so as to 
increase the amount of property used as a site for the SOBE. 
 
(g) A currently permitted SOBE that is in violation of the location requirements listed in this 
section shall not cause the building or other appurtenant structures of the SOBE to be increased, 
enlarged or extended or acquire adjoining or adjacent lands, unless such change or acquisition of 
such adjoining or adjacent lands shall make it a conforming use to the location requirements. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-133) 
 
§5.10.011 Notification of public and interested parties. 
 
(a) Posting of signs. An applicant for a new SOBP shall, not later than the 30th day before the 
date the application is filed with the city manager, post outdoor signs at the property where the 
proposed SOBE will be located. The following is required: 
 

(1) The sign shall be at least 24 inches in width by 36 inches in height in size and legibly 
state that a SOBP application will be filed with the city manager. 

 
(2) The sign shall state that a sexually oriented business is intended to be located on the 

premises, the name and business address of the applicant, the date the application will 
be filed with the city manager, and the phone number for the city manager. Sign shall 
inform the public that persons can contact the city manager for more information 
about the application. 

 
(3) Each letter on the sign must be at least 1.5 inches by two inches in size. 

 
(4) It shall be the duty of the applicant to erect and maintain each sign so that it is in a 

location clearly visible from the public sidewalk, road, or highway adjacent to the 
property. If a side of the property is longer than 300 feet, one sign shall be erected in 
each 300-foot increment of the property. 

 
(5) The sign shall remain in place until the application has been approved or denied by 

the city manager. 
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(6) If the city manager determines that the sign has not been erected or maintained 
pursuant to the requirements of this subsection, a written notice shall be issued to the 
applicant identifying the deficiencies. In addition, no action shall be taken on the 
application until the sign has been erected and maintained as required. 

 
(b) Notice to interested parties. Every applicant for a new SOBP license shall give notice of the 
application to all owners and lessees of real property within 200 feet of the property on which the 
SOBP is to be located. It is the applicant’s responsibility to determine the names and addresses of 
the property owners and lessees. The most recently approved city tax roll may be used for making 
this determination. A copy of the list of those persons notified with their addresses must be 
provided to the city manager. These owners and lessees are interested parties (as the term is 
defined in these regulations) in any public hearing process connected with the SOBP, including 
revocation hearings. The owners and lessees of these properties shall be notified as required in 
this subsection even if the property is not located in the incorporated area of the city. Owners and 
lessees of property within 200 feet of the proposed location that are not within the incorporated 
areas of the city shall have the same rights under this subsection as the residents of the 
incorporated areas of the city. The following is also required: 
 

(1) Notices to the owners and lessees shall be sent within two business days after the date 
the city manager issues the receipt for the application. The notice sent shall contain a 
legible copy of the “Notice to Interested Parties” included in the application form 
provided by the city manager and shall contain the information described in section 
5.10.009(b)(1) and (2). The “Notice to Interested Parties” shall also contain the 
procedures for requesting and appearing at the hearing. 

 
(2) Notice shall be given by posting the notice in the U.S. mail, properly addressed and 

postage prepaid. 
 

(3) Each property owner and lessee so notified shall have 15 days from the date the city 
manager issues the receipt for the application to file a request for a public hearing. 
The public hearing will be conducted as provided in section 5.10.014. 

 
(c) Previously existing SOBP. The requirements of subsections (a) and (b) of this section do 
not apply to an application for renewal of an existing SOBP, or an application for issuance of a 
SOBP under this article to a SOBE that was legally existing prior to the effective date of the 
ordinance from which this chapter is derived. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-134) 
 
§5.10.012 Application requirements for existing enterprises. 
 
(a) All SOBEs legally existing prior to the effective date of these regulations shall submit an 
application for a SOBP pursuant to these regulations within 60 days of the effective date of these 
regulations. Applicants for such renewal permits must furnish the information requested of new 
applicants. 
 
(b) A city SOBE permit issued prior to the effective date of these regulations shall be valid for 
a SOBE until a final determination is made on the application under the new regulations. 
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(c) An existing SOBE that was not required to obtain a permit under the previous regulatory 
structure, if there are any, may continue to operate until the city manager’s determination on the 
SOBP application is final. 
 
(d) The enterprise operator shall display the SOBP application receipt, or a clear and accurate 
copy, in clear view on the premises of the SOBE. Failure to do so will constitute an offense. 
 
(e) Any SOBE operating within the areas of the city at the time these regulations become 
effective shall have 90 days from the effective date to come into compliance with these 
regulations. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-135) 
 
§5.10.013 Ongoing notification duties of applicants for permits and permit holders. 
 
(a) Applicants and holders of SOBPs shall be under a continuing affirmative duty while the 
application is pending and during the effective dates of the SOBP to notify the city manager of 
any of the following events. Notice is to be provided in writing and delivered no later than five 
business days after the occurrence of: 
 

(1) Address and/or name change of the applicant or holder; 
 

(2) Revocation or suspension of any permits or licenses listed in the applicant or holder’s 
permit history; or 

 
(3) Any employee or independent contractor providing entertainment or services at the 

SOBE being formally charged with a crime listed under section 5.10.015(f) and the 
crime is alleged to have occurred on the premises of the SOBE. 

 
(b) A SOBE shall notify the city manager immediately if a SOBP is lost or stolen. If notice of 
loss has not been provided to the city manager and a SOBP is found in the possession of any 
person other than the enterprise operator, it shall be presumed that the enterprise operator had 
knowledge of the illegal use of the SOBP, and participated in the attempt to transfer the permit. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-136) 
 
§5.10.014 Public hearing on health and safety. 
 
(a) When the city manager receives a written request for a public hearing concerning an 
application for an initial SOBP, the city manager shall confirm that: 
 

(1) It is from an applicant or interested party; 
 

(2) The request specifically identifies the SOBP application at issue; 
 

(3) The request is timely filed; and 
 

(4) The request specifically identifies health and safety concerns affected by the SOBE. 
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(b) If the request meets the criteria above, the city manager shall then initiate the public 
hearing procedure, as follows: 
 

(1) A hearing official, appointed by the city council, shall be contacted by the city 
manager and a date set for the public hearing. 

 
(2) The hearing shall be scheduled at a public building within the city. 

 
(3) The hearing shall be scheduled either on a weekday at ___:00 p.m. or on a Saturday 

morning at ___:00 a.m. 
 

(4) The city manager shall send the applicant a written notice of hearing at least 15 days 
in advance, stating the date, time and place of the hearing. The city manager shall 
make a copy of the notice of hearing available to the public by posting at the city 
hall. 

 
(5) The city manager shall notify all interested parties requesting a hearing of the hearing 

by sending them a copy of the written notice of hearing at least ten days in advance. 
 

(6) Publicizing the hearing in a newspaper shall be the responsibility of the applicant 
who requested the permit. The publication must be in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the city, must be at least three columns by five inches and located 
in retail display, and must be published no less than five days prior to the date of the 
hearing. The city manager shall make available to the public a copy of any request 
for hearing and the notice of hearing. 

 
(7) The city manager shall place a notice of hearing sign at the location identified in the 

application containing the time and place of the hearing. 
 

(8) The hearing may be rescheduled by the hearing official for good cause, including, for 
example, a large number of requests for a hearing that indicate strong public interest 
in the matter. The hearing may be rescheduled a second time if rescheduling was due 
to emergency circumstances, such as extreme weather conditions. If rescheduled, the 
new notice of hearing shall be available to the public at city hall and the applicant 
must republish the notice using the procedure set forth in subsection (b)(6) of this 
section. 

 
(9) The applicant may request that a court reporter make a record of the hearing. The 

applicant must: 
 

(A) Make this request at least five days prior to the hearing; and 
 

(B) Bear the cost of making an official record and one additional transcript for the 
city. 

 
(10) The hearing official shall arrange for the court reporter to take the record of the 

hearing, including exhibits and testimony. One copy of the transcript shall be 
provided to the hearing official to become the property of the city. 

 
(c) If the request for public hearing is deficient, the city manager shall return it to the person 
who submitted the request with a notation stating the deficiency. A request that does not comply 
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with the requirements stated in subsection (a) or (d) of this section shall not extend the period of 
time in which a request for hearing may be filed. 
 
(d) If the city manager receives a request for a public hearing after the SOBP has been issued, 
the late request shall be attached to the SOBP records. Thereafter a hearing shall be scheduled 
when the next renewal application is filed if: 
 

(1) The late request identifies health and safety concerns affected by the SOBE; 
 

(2) The concerns were not addressed in the current SOBP; 
 

(3) The request was filed by an interested party; and 
 

(4) The requesting party still desires to have a hearing. 
 
Upon determining all these conditions exist, the city manager shall initiate the hearing as set out 
in subsection (a) of this section. 
 
(e) The hearing shall be conducted by the hearing official under the following guidelines. The 
hearing official shall liberally construe these guidelines to allow the public input to protect the 
health and safety of the community affected by the location of a SOBE and to allow the applicant 
to address these concerns: 
 

(1) Applicants and interested parties are entitled to the assistance of counsel obtained at 
their own expense. 

 
(2) Applicants and interested parties may expressly waive the right to counsel. 

 
(3) The hearing official shall, upon prior request, provide for appropriate facilities for 

any disabled person to be able to participate in the hearing. This shall include, but not 
be limited to, interpreters for deaf or hearing impaired participants, wheelchair access 
and special seating arrangements. 

 
(4) Participants in the proceeding may be allowed to supply interpreters for language 

translation and the hearing official shall accommodate the translation of the 
proceeding. 

 
(5) The hearing official may exclude evidence that is irrelevant, immaterial or unduly 

repetitious. Relevance and materiality shall be evaluated by the relationship of the 
evidence to health and safety concerns directly related to the SOBP at issue. The 
hearing is not limited to the health and safety concerns specifically identified in the 
hearing request. 

 
(6) If no request is made by the applicant for an official record, any person may record, 

videotape or transcribe the hearing provided there is no interference with the 
proceedings. The hearing official shall have the power to limit any interference with 
the proceedings. 
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(f) The hearing official may continue the hearing to a date no later than ten days after the 
initial hearing if: 
 

(1) The hearing has lasted at least 2-1/2 hours and it appears to the hearing official that a 
significant amount of time is still required to fully present the public concerns and 
potential solutions to those concerns; 

 
(2) Issues have been raised at the hearing requiring additional research or that the parties 

need additional time to develop a solution to issues identified at the hearing. 
 
A continuance shall not be for the purpose of delay or for developing new evidence. 
 
(g) After the conclusion of the public hearing, the hearing official shall produce a written 
statement containing the official’s findings of public health and safety concerns, if any, and a 
recommendation to grant of deny the SOBP. The findings and recommendation shall be 
forwarded to the city manager, the applicant, and all interested parties who requested the hearing. 
If no official record of the hearing has been requested, the hearing official’s statement shall be the 
official record of the public hearing. 
 
(h) If evidence is produced at the hearing that would support denial of the SOBP, the hearing 
official shall provide that information to the city manager, who shall investigate whether the 
evidence warrants denial or revocation of the SOBP under these regulations. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-137) 
 
§5.10.015 Issuance or denial of permit. 
 
(a) The city manager shall grant or deny an application for a SOBP and shall grant, or 
recommend the denial of, an application for renewal of a SOBP, within 45 days after a complete 
application is filed with the city. 
 
(b) The SOBP, if granted, shall state on its face the name of the person or entity to whom it is 
granted, the expiration date and the address of the SOBE. The SOBP, or a clear and accurate 
copy, shall be and remain posted in a conspicuous place at or near the entrance to the SOBE so 
that it may be easily read at any time. 
 
(c) In appropriate circumstances, the city manager may defer determination of whether to issue 
a SOBP until final disposition of any charge of any of the crimes listed in subsection (f) of this 
section that is pending or arises during the investigation period. 
 
(d) If the city manager finds that the determination of whether a SOBP can be issued cannot be 
made within the time period stated in subsection (a) of this section, a written notice stating the 
reasons for the delay shall be sent to the applicant within that time period. 
 
(e) The application for issuance or renewal of a SOBP shall be denied upon the finding by the 
city manager of any of the following facts: 
 

(1) The applicant, or if the applicant is a corporation, general or limited partnership, or 
other business entity, any officer, director, partner or participant required to be
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identified in the application, was convicted of any of the crimes listed subsection (f) 
of this section and: 

 
(A) Less than two years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of 

release from confinement and supervision (if applicable) imposed for the 
conviction, whichever is the later date, if the conviction is a misdemeanor 
offense; 

 
(B) Less than five years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of 

release from confinement for the conviction and supervision (if applicable), 
whichever is the later date, if the conviction is a felony offense; or 

 
(C) Less than five years have elapsed since the date of the last conviction or the 

date of release from confinement and supervision (if applicable) for the last 
conviction, whichever is the later date, if the convictions are of two or more 
misdemeanor offenses or combination of misdemeanor offenses occurring 
within a 24-month period; 

 
(2) The SOBE does not meet all the requirements of these regulations or the SOBE is 

otherwise prohibited by local, state or federal law; 
 

(3) The applicant has knowingly made a misleading statement of a material fact by 
omitting or falsifying information in the application for the SOBP; 

 
(4) The applicant (if an individual) is under 18 years of age; 

 
(5) The applicant or enterprise operator has had a SOBP revoked for the same SOBE or 

for another SOBE located at the same business location within the 12-month period 
immediately preceding the date the application was filed; 

 
(6) An applicant is delinquent in the payment to the city of fees, fines or penalties 

assessed or imposed regarding the operation of a SOBE; 
 

(7) The application or renewal fee required by these regulations has not been paid; or 
 

(8) An applicant or enterprise operator has owned or been employed in a managerial 
capacity of a business or location within the preceding 12 months and during that 
period the business or location constituted a common or public nuisance as defined in 
V.T.C.A., Civil Practice and Remedies Code chapter 125. 

 
(f) The crimes considered in applying subsection (e)(1) of this section are: 
 

(1) Prostitution, promotion of prostitution, aggravated promotion of prostitution, 
compelling prostitution, obscenity, sale, distribution or display of material harmful to 
a minor, sexual performance by a child or possession of child pornography as 
described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 43; 

 
(2) Public lewdness, indecent exposure or indecency with a child as described in 

V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 21; 
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(3) Sexual assault or aggravated sexual assault as described in the V.T.C.A., Penal Code 
chapter 22; 

 
(4) Incest, solicitation of a child or harboring a runaway child as described in V.T.C.A., 

Penal Code chapter 25; 
 

(5) Forgery; 
 

(6) Credit card abuse or commercial bribery as described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code 
chapter 32; 

 
(7) A criminal offense as described in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 481, 

subchapter D; 
 

(8) A criminal offense as described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 34; 
 

(9) Criminal attempt, conspiracy or solicitation to commit any of the foregoing offenses; 
or any other offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would have been 
punishable as one or more of the aforementioned offenses; or 

 
(10) A violation of the regulations described in section 5.10.025. 

 
(g) The city manager shall grant an application for issuance or renewal of an SOBP if it meets 
all of the requirements of these regulations. 
 
(h) A SOBP shall be valid for one year from the date it is issued, unless the SOBP is revoked 
or suspended pursuant to these regulations, the SOBE is sold or transferred or the SOBP is 
canceled by written request of the applicant. If a permit was issued under prior sexually oriented 
business regulations, the renewal fee for the initial SOBP under these regulations will be reduced 
by the amount the existing SOBP owner previously paid under the prior regulations. 
 
(i) In the event the city manager determines that an applicant is not entitled to issuance of a 
SOBP under the terms of this article, he shall prepare, and provide to the applicant within a 
reasonable time, a written statement of the basis of his determination, specifying the provisions of 
these regulations with which the applicant has failed to comply. The omission from such notice of 
a particular basis for denial shall not prevent the city from raising such omitted basis in any 
subsequent litigation with the applicant. 
 
(j) If the city manager concludes that an application for renewal of a SOBP should be denied, 
the city manager, or his designee, shall forward to the SOBP holder, or its designated agent, a 
written notice of the city manager’s intention to recommend to city council that the application 
for renewal be denied. The notice shall set out the factual basis for the city manager’s conclusion 
and the date on which the recommendation is to be submitted to city counsel for consideration 
and action. A copy of the notice may be delivered to the SOBP holder by: 
 

(1) Mailing it to the address shown in the most recent SOBP application on file with the 
city; or 

 
(2) By leaving it with a manager on the premises of the SOBE. 
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In considering and acting upon the city manager’s recommendation, the city council shall follow 
the procedure set out in section 5.10.016(c). The provisions set out in section 5.10.016(d) and (e) 
shall govern the enforcement of, and any appeal from, a decision by the city council to deny an 
application for renewal of a SOBP. An SOBP for which a timely renewal application has been 
filed shall remain in force and effect as a temporary SOBP until it is renewed or a denial of the 
application becomes effective. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-138) 
 
§5.10.016 Suspension or revocation of permit or imposition of administrative fine. 
 
(a) Grounds. The city council shall have the authority and power to impose an administrative 
fine or revoke or suspend a SOBP if the city council determines that one or more of the following 
events or conditions has occurred: 
 

(1) Three or more violations of any of the offenses or regulations contained in section 
5.10.015(e)(1)d [5.10.015(f)] have occurred on the premises of a SOBE within a 
period of eight months and the enterprise operator knew, or reasonably should have 
known, of the violations and failed to make a reasonable effort to prevent the 
occurrence of such violations; 

 
(2) The applicant knowingly provided materially false, fraudulent or untruthful 

information on the original or renewal SOBP application form; 
 

(3) The SOBE has been closed for business for a period of 90 consecutive days unless 
the closure is due to circumstances beyond the control of the enterprise operator and 
the enterprise operator is proceeding with due diligence to reopen the establishment; 

 
(4) The SOBP was not issued in accordance with these regulations; 

 
(5) The enterprise operator is finally convicted of a criminal offense listed in section 

5.10.015(e)(1)d.1 through 10 [5.10.015(f)] of these regulations; 
 

(6) The enterprise operator has knowingly and intentionally failed to obtain and maintain 
on each employee, independent contractor or other person providing services at the 
SOBE the information required under section 5.10.017 of these regulations; 

 
(7) An employee, independent contractor or other person providing services at the SOBE 

has provided false information in the records required under section 5.10.017 and the 
enterprise owner has acted on the information knowing it was false; or 

 
(8) The enterprise operator is knowingly and intentionally allowing employees, 

independent contractors or other persons who have been convicted of a crime listed 
in section 5.10.017(f), and whose time after conviction has not passed, to work or 
provide services at the SOBE. 

 
(b) Notice of intent. If the city manager concludes that any of the stated events or conditions 
have occurred and that an administrative fine should be imposed or that a SOBP should be 
suspended or revoked, the city manager, or his designee, shall forward to the SOBP holder or its 
designated agent a written notice of the city manager’s intention to recommend to city council 
that it impose an administrative fine or suspend or revoke the SOBP. The notice shall set out the 
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factual basis for the city manager’s conclusion and the date on which the recommendation is to be 
presented to the city council for consideration and action. A copy of the notice may be delivered 
to the SOBP holder by: 
 

(1) Mailing it to the address shown in the most recent SOBP application on file with the 
city; or 

 
(2) Leaving it with a manager on the premises of the SOBE. 

 
(c) Hearing. The city council shall conduct a hearing on the city manager’s recommendation at 
a regular meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose. At the hearing, the city council 
shall permit the city manager to present evidence and argument in favor of the recommendation 
and shall permit the SOBP holder to present evidence and arguments against the 
recommendation. Both the city manager and the SOBP shall have the right to be represented by a 
lawyer and the right to cross-examine witnesses. The city council will conduct the hearing in the 
manner provided under the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure for non-jury trials, to the extent 
practicable, and shall render its decision in writing. The hearing shall be convened as soon as 
reasonably practical but no earlier than the 30th calendar day after the date the notice is delivered 
to the SOBP holder. If the city council finds that one or more violations have occurred, it may, 
depending on the circumstances and severity of the violations, impose an administrative fine of 
up to $5,000.00 per violation, or suspend the SOBP for a period of up to 120 calendar days in 
duration or revoke the SOBP. The temporary closure of an SOBE because of a suspension 
imposed by the city council shall not be treated as a closure for purpose of applying subsection 
(a)(3) of this section and section 5.10.020(c). 
 
(d) Effective date of decision. A decision of the city council shall not be enforced or given 
effect until 5:00 p.m. on the 28th calendar day following the date on which a true and correct 
copy of the written decision is delivered to the SOBP holder. A copy may be delivered to the 
SOBP holder by: 
 

(1) Mailing it to the address shown in the most recent SOBP application on file with the 
city; or 

 
(2) Leaving it with a manager on the premises of the SOBE. 

 
(e) Appeals. An SOBP holder may appeal from the city council’s decision by filing a suit in 
the state district court in the county. If suit is filed before the date on which the city council’s 
decision is to be given effect, the city shall not enforce or give effect to the decision unless and 
until its decision is affirmed by the district court. Notwithstanding this provision, the city retains 
the right to petition the district court to issue a temporary injunction or take other action as may 
be warranted under the circumstances. In addition, the city shall have the right to pursue, in the 
same proceedings, any other statutory remedies to which it might be entitled. The district court’s 
review of the city council’s decision shall be de novo. 
 
(f) Reissuance for premises in prohibited location. If a SOBE that was legally in operation on 
the effective date of this article has its permit revoked, no new permit will be issued for that 
location if the SOBE would be in violation of section 5.10.010 of these regulations. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-139) 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-75 

§5.10.017 Entertainment service provider records; employment of certain persons 
prohibited. 
 
(a) An enterprise operator has the duty to keep employee information on file on-site and 
readily available for inspection by the city manager or the chief of police for each employee and 
independent contractor or other person providing entertainment services at the SOBE. The 
enterprise operator shall provide the information for inspection immediately if a request for 
inspection is made between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. on a weekday when the business 
is open. If a request for inspection is made at any other time by a law enforcement officer 
engaged in a criminal investigation, or where an emergency exists, the enterprise operator shall 
provide the information for inspection within a reasonable time after the request is made. The city 
manager will provide a standard format for these records. The enterprise operator shall provide its 
managers with a telephone number or numbers that may be used to summon to the premises of 
the SOBE a person who can provide access to the following information on file: 
 

(1) The full legal name, and the professional or performing names used by the employee, 
independent contractor or other person (collectively sometimes called “person” 
within this section) providing services; 

 
(2) A photocopy of the person’s driver’s license or state department of transportation 

identification card; 
 

(3) A photocopy of the person’s social security card or another document containing the 
person’s social security number; 

 
(4) A card containing the person’s full legal name and a clear and legible imprint of one 

of the person’s thumbprints; 
 

(5) A description of the capacity in which the person is employed, contracted for, or 
loaned to the SOBE; 

 
(6) If the person is employed, contracted for or loaned to the SOBE in a capacity that 

involves serving liquor to patrons, evidence of certification through completion of a 
state alcoholic beverage commission approved seller training program, under 
V.T.C.A., Alcoholic Beverage Code section 106.14; and 

 
(7) The person may not begin providing services at the SOBE unless the results of an 

internet search of the convictions records database of the DPS crime records service 
on the person, dated as of the date the person intends to begin performing services, 
based on name, alias names, date of birth, sex and race of the person, is on file at the 
SOBE. A record of the results of the internet search, and the date the person began 
performing services, shall be kept on-site by the enterprise operator. 

 
(b) An enterprise operator shall keep and maintain all required information and records on all 
employees and independent contractors at the SOBE and shall make such information and records 
available for inspection as required in this article. 
 
(c) All records must be updated every six months for employees and every time an 
independent contractor or other person providing services contracts to perform if the periods 
between performance are greater than six months apart. In addition, all records shall include a 
time record reflecting the times and dates each employee, independent contractor or such person 
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worked. These records shall be available for random inspection by the city manager or the chief 
of police as required by this article. All records shall be retained for at least a period of two years 
from creation. Upon written request, the enterprise operator has a duty to provide the original 
thumbprint record to the city manager or the chief of police within one business day of the 
request. 
 
(d) Any person providing services who provides materially false information to an enterprise 
operator pursuant to this section violates these regulations and is subject to prosecution. 
 
(e) An enterprise operator shall not hire, engage or otherwise retain the services of an 
individual as an employee, an independent contractor or in any other capacity if the enterprise 
operator knows that the individual was convicted of any of the crimes listed in subsection (f) of 
this section and: 
 

(1) Less than two years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of release 
from confinement and supervision (if applicable) imposed for the conviction, 
whichever is the later date, if the conviction is a misdemeanor offense; 

 
(2) Less than five years have elapsed since the date of conviction or the date of release 

from confinement and supervision (if applicable), for the conviction, whichever is the 
later date, if the conviction is a felony offense; or 

 
(3) Less than five years have elapsed since the date of the last conviction or the date of 

release from confinement and supervision (if applicable) for the last conviction, 
whichever is the later date, if the convictions are of two or more misdemeanor 
offenses or combination of misdemeanor offenses occurring within a 24-month 
period. 

 
(f) The crimes considered in applying subsection (e) of this section are: 
 

(1) Prostitution, promotion of prostitution, aggravated promotion of prostitution, 
compelling prostitution, obscenity, sale, distribution or display of material harmful to 
a minor, sexual performance by a child or possession of child pornography as 
described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 43; 

 
(2) Public lewdness, indecent exposure or indecency with a child as described in 

V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 21; 
 

(3) Sexual assault or aggravated sexual assault as described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code 
chapter 22; 

 
(4) Incest, solicitation of a child or harboring a runaway child as described in V.T.C.A., 

Penal Code chapter 25; 
 

(5) Forgery; 
 

(6) Credit card abuse or commercial bribery as described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code 
chapter 32; 

 
(7) A criminal offense as described in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 481, 

subchapter D; 
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(8) A criminal offense as described in V.T.C.A., Penal Code chapter 34; 

 
(9) Criminal attempt, conspiracy or solicitation to commit any of the foregoing offenses; 

or 
 

(10) Any other offense in another state that, if committed in this state, would have been 
punishable as one or more of the aforementioned offenses. 

 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-140) 
 
§5.10.018 Notices. 
 
(a) Any notice required to be given by the city manager under these regulations to any 
applicant or enterprise operator may be given by personal delivery or by United States mail, 
postage prepaid, addressed to the most recent address as specified in the application for the SOBP 
or the most recent notice of address change. 
 
(b) Mailed notice shall be deemed served three days after deposit in the United States mail. 
Personal notice shall be deemed served when delivered to an enterprise operator or, if the 
enterprise operator is not available, posted at the entrance to the SOBE. If the notice is served or 
posted, the individual serving or posting the notice will note the time and date of his action on a 
copy of the notice posted and return the copy to the city manager. 
 
(c) If a notice given by mail is returned by the postal service as undeliverable, it will be 
presumed the enterprise operator did not comply with the affirmative duty to notify the city 
manager of any change of address. This presumption may be rebutted by the enterprise owner 
showing that the address on file with the city manager was correct. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-141) 
 
§5.10.019 Temporary permit. 
 
If the city manager fails to take action on an application within the times specified, or if the 
hearing officer fails to timely conduct or give notice of the decision after the hearing, the 
applicant shall be entitled to an immediate issuance of a temporary SOBP upon written demand. 
The applicant must file the demand with the city manager. A temporary SOBP shall be valid only 
until notice of the city manager’s action on the application or the hearing examiner’s order. This 
section shall not apply if the delay is wholly or partially caused by the action or inaction of the 
applicant. (Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-142) 
 
§5.10.020 Renewal of permit. 
 
(a) SOBP renewal applications shall be filed not more than 30 days and not less than 15 days 
prior to the expiration date of the SOBP. 
 
(b) An annual nonrefundable renewal fee in the amount set forth in the fee schedule in 
appendix A of this code will accompany the application for renewal to defray costs of inspections 
and investigation. 
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(c) The renewal application must contain the same information as is required for an initial 
application and, in addition, satisfactory proof that the SOBE has not closed for business for more 
than 90 consecutive days at any time since the issuance of the original SOBP. If such closure is or 
was due to circumstances beyond the control of the enterprise owner, satisfactory proof of such 
circumstances shall be provided together with proof that the enterprise operator is or has 
proceeded with due diligence to reopen the establishment. 
 
(d) The city manager shall determine if the permit may be renewed based on the information 
contained in the renewal application. The renewal permit will be denied upon a finding of any of 
the conditions identified in section 5.10.015(f). Notice of renewal or denial will be issued within 
14 days of receipt of the completed renewal application or by the expiration date of the previous 
SOBP, whichever period is longer. 
 
(e) If a renewal application is submitted less than 15 days before the previous SOBP expires, 
there shall be no temporary SOBP issued to extend the SOBP. The original SOBP will expire and 
until the city manager’s determination on renewal there will be no valid SOBP for operation 
during that period. 
 
(f) If a SOBE fails to file its renewal application prior to the expiration of the existing SOBP, 
the SOBE must file an application for a new SOBP and the application shall be considered as any 
new application. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-143; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.10.021 Investigation of applicant for permit or renewal of permit. 
 
Upon receiving the application for a SOBP or an application for renewal, the city manager is 
authorized to perform such investigations as he deems necessary to determine compliance with 
these regulations. (Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-144) 
 
§5.10.022 Inspections. 
 
The city manager and the chief of police shall make such reasonable, periodic inspections of the 
premises of any SOBEs that are permitted under these regulations as they deem necessary. 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-145) 
 
§5.10.023 Transfer of permit. 
 
A SOBP issued under these regulations is not transferable, assignable or divisible. It is a violation 
of these regulations for any person or other legal entity to attempt to do so. Upon transfer by 
bequest or operation of law upon the death of the SOBP holder, the SOBP will continue in effect 
for 45 days after the death of the original SOBP holder. Upon the filing of a new application and 
fee and posting the application with the prior SOBP, the SOBE may continue to operate until the 
final determination on the new SOBP. If no application is filed within 45 days after the death of
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the original SOBP holder the SOBE shall be in violation of these regulations each and every day 
it continues to operate without a new SOBP. Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the transfer of an 
interest by bequest or operation of law is to the surviving spouse of an owner of an interest and: 
 

(1) The spouse was named in the original permit application and provided all 
information on himself in the original permit application as would be required under 
a new application; 

 
(2) No other interest is transferred to any other person or entity; and 

 
(3) No other change in ownership of the SOBE or SOBP occurs as a result of the death; 

 
the surviving spouse shall not be required to submit an application. However, the surviving 
spouse shall be required to provide written notice to the city manager of the transfer of the 
interest within 45 days of the death. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-146) 
 
§5.10.024 Lost or destroyed permit. 
 
(a) If a SOBP is lost or destroyed, a replacement may be obtained by filing a lost SOBP 
application and paying a lost permit fee in the amount set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A 
of this code. 
 
(b) A replacement SOBP will be issued immediately upon confirmation of the identity of the 
applicant through the city manager’s records. A replacement permit will expire on the same date 
as the original permit. 
 
(c) It shall be a defense to prosecution for conducting business without a SOBP that a SOBP 
was lost or stolen. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-147; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.10.025 Operating requirements. 
 
It shall be a violation of these regulations, punishable as authorized in V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code section 243.010(b), for: 
 

(1) Any employee, enterprise operator or other SOBP holder to negligently allow any 
person below the age of 18 years to remain upon the premises or within the confines 
of the SOBE during the hours of operation; 

 
(2) Any person to be at a SOBE totally nude, except in a private room at an adult motel 

or in an employee or independent contractor designated dressing room that is not 
visible or accessible to patrons of the opposite sex; 

 
(3) Any employee, independent contractor or other person providing entertainment 

services or for the enterprise operator to request or suggest that any patron, employee, 
independent contractor or other such person providing entertainment services become 
totally nude on the premises of the SOBE; 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-80 

 
(4) Any person or any employee, independent contractor or person providing 

entertainment services to engage in, or for an enterprise operator to allow another 
person to engage in, specified sexual activities as defined herein or in sexual 
intercourse, masturbation, sodomy, bestiality, oral copulation, flagellation or any 
other public sexual acts prohibited by law, or acts which simulate the aforesaid, at or 
in a permitted SOBE. This provision shall not apply to a live exhibition involving 
only one person which includes acts defined in section 5.10.004 or simulated acts 
described in this subsection (4) and section 5.10.004; 

 
(5) Any SOBE to exhibit signs, billboards, advertisements, displays or other promotional 

materials on the premises that are characterized by specified sexual activities or 
depict specified prohibited anatomical areas and are visible from a public road, 
sidewalk or other public place; 

 
(6) Any SOBE to own or lease or to construct or have installed any exterior sign, 

billboard, advertisement, display or other exterior promotional material (collectively, 
“sign”) located or situated upon the premises other than a flat wall sign attached to 
the front of the main building with the total allowable area of the sign limited to one 
square foot per foot of front lot frontage; provided, however, that any sign located or 
situated upon the premises of a SOBE which was lawful upon the effective date of 
the adoption of these regulations, although not conforming to the provisions hereof, 
may be allowed to remain; provided that such sign shall not be extended, expanded, 
enlarged, nor structurally altered, unless such alteration converts such sign into 
conformity with the provisions hereof; and provided further that a nonconforming 
sign shall not be rebuilt in the case of total destruction nor in the case of partial 
destruction if the damage or destruction exceeds 50 percent of the sign’s fair market 
value; 

 
(7) Any SOBE to remain open for business or otherwise offer goods or services between 

the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:59 a.m. Monday through Saturday and 2:30 a.m. and 
9:59 a.m. on Sunday; 

 
(8) Any person to conduct business as a SOBE in the incorporated areas of the city 

without a valid SOBP issued in accordance with these regulations; 
 

(9) Any person to counterfeit, forge, change, deface or alter a SOBP; 
 

(10) Any person to knowingly make any false, fraudulent or untruthful material 
representation, written or oral, or in any other way knowingly conceal any material 
fact required in the SOBP application; 

 
(11) The enterprise operator to fail to promptly notify the city manager after learning that 

any statement or representation in an SOBP application was false when made; 
 

(12) Any employee, independent contractor or other person providing entertainment 
services at a SOBE to knowingly provide materially false identification information 
which is required to be provided under section 5.10.017 to an enterprise operator; 

 
(13) Any person to attempt to transfer, assign or devise a SOBP, except as provided under 

section 5.10.023; 
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(14) Any employee, independent contractor or other person participating in a live 

exhibition at a SOBE to do so less than two feet from the nearest patron; 
 

(15) Any employee, independent contractor or person who provides entertainment 
services to make physical contact or to touch in any manner through any method any 
patron in a SOBE while such employee, independent contractor or person is in a state 
of nudity or semi-nude; provided, however, that it is not a violation of this provision 
for the hand of a patron to come into contact with the hand of a person who provides 
entertainment services while the patron is conveying a tip; 

 
(16) Any patron in a SOBE to make physical contact or to touch, in any manner or 

through any method, any employee, independent contractor or person who provides 
entertainment services while such employee, independent contractor or person is in a 
state of nudity or semi-nude; provided, however, that it is not a violation of this 
provision for the hand of a patron to come into contact with the hand of a person who 
provides entertainment services while the patron is conveying a tip; 

 
(17) Any patron to knowingly and intentionally make physical contact with or to touch an 

anus, genitals, pubic region or breast of any employee, independent contractor or 
person who provides entertainment services in any manner or through any method; 

 
(18) Any employee, independent contractor or person who provides entertainment 

services to make physical contact with or to touch a patron in any manner or through 
any method for the purpose of, or having the effect of, providing sexual stimulation 
or sexual gratification to the patron; 

 
(19) An enterprise operator to fail to prominently display in locations readily observed by 

patrons a minimum of two signs at least 18 inches square bearing red letters a 
minimum of two inches high on a white background providing the following notice: 
“TOUCHING AN EMPLOYEE, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR PERSON 
WHO PROVIDES ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES ON THE BREAST, 
BUTTOCK, ANUS, PUBIC REGION OR GENITALS, OR WHILE SUCH 
EMPLOYEE, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR PERSON IS IN A STATE OF 
NUDITY OR SEMI-NUDE IS PROHIBITED. (Sec. 5.10.025(16), (17) Humble City 
Code)”; 

 
(20) Any patron of a SOBE to place any form of consideration or gratuity upon the body 

of or into the clothing or accessories of any employee, independent contractor or 
person who provides entertainment services at a SOBE or for any employee, 
independent contractor or person who provides entertainment services to accept any 
form of consideration or gratuity placed upon the body or into the clothing or 
accessories by a patron of a SOBE; provided, however, that such consideration or 
gratuity may be exchanged between a patron of the SOBE and any employee, 
independent contractor or person who provides entertainment service at an SOBE 
from hand-to-hand; 

 
(21) An enterprise operator to fail to prominently display in locations readily observed by 

patrons a minimum of two signs at least 18 inches square bearing red letters a 
minimum of two inches high on a white background providing the following notice: 
“NO TIPS, PAYMENTS OR OTHER FORMS OF CONSIDERATION MAY BE 
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PLACED ON THE BODY OF OR INTO THE CLOTHING OR ACCESSORIES OF 
ANY EMPLOYEE, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR PERSON PROVIDING 
ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES OTHER THAN FROM HAND-TO-HAND. (Sec. 
5.10.025(20) Humble City Code)”; 

 
(22) Any SOBE to be configured in such a manner that any area that is open to patrons 

cannot be viewed from other areas in its immediate vicinity, excluding restrooms and 
dressing rooms, or for the SOBE to be configured to include private rooms or 
cubicle-type areas into which patrons are allowed access; 

 
(23) A SOBE to provide or maintain unisex or co-ed restrooms or to allow simultaneous 

access to a restroom by members of the opposite sex. It shall be the duty of the 
enterprise operator to post legible signs clearly designating separate restrooms for 
men and women; 

 
(24) Any patron of one sex to enter a restroom or dressing room designated for use by the 

opposite sex; and 
 

(25) Any employee or independent contractor who provides entertainment services while 
in a state of nudity or semi-nudity to enter a restroom or dressing room designated for 
use by the opposite sex, regardless of whether the employee or independent 
contractor is in a state of nudity or semi-nudity at the time he enters the restroom or 
dressing room. 

 
Each day a violation continues constitutes and is punishable as a separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-148) 
 
§5.10.026 Additional regulations for adult motels. 
 
(a) Evidence that a sleeping room in a hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment has 
been rented and vacated two or more times in a period of time that is less than ten hours creates a 
rebuttable presumption that the establishment is a SOBE adult motel under these regulations if the 
motel also provides patrons with closed-circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, 
videocassettes, slides or other reproductions which are characterized by the depiction or 
description of specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas as defined in this article. 
 
(b) For purposes of this section, the term “rent” or “subrent” means the act of allowing a room 
to be occupied for any form of consideration. 
 
(c) An adult motel permitted pursuant to these regulations may have a resident manager living 
on-site. This shall not be considered a dwelling under the location requirements of section 
5.10.010. 
 
(d) No individuals under the age of 18 may live on the site of an adult motel. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-149) 
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§5.10.027 Exhibition of sexually explicit films or videos. 
 
(a) A person who operates or causes to be operated a sexually oriented business, other than an 
adult motel, which exhibits on the premises in a viewing room of less than 150 square feet of 
floor space, a film, videocassette or other video reproduction which depicts specified sexual 
activities or specified anatomical areas, shall comply with the following requirements: 
 

(1) Upon application for a sexually oriented business license, the application shall be 
accompanied by a diagram of the premises showing a plan thereof specifying the 
location of one or more manager’s stations and the location of all overhead lighting 
fixtures and designating any portion of the premises in which persons will not be 
permitted. A manager’s station may not exceed 32 square feet of floor area. The 
diagram shall also designate the place at which the permit will be conspicuously 
posted, if granted. A professionally prepared diagram in the nature of an engineer’s 
or architect’s blueprint shall not be required; however, each diagram should be 
oriented to the north or to some designated street or object and should be drawn to a 
designated scale or with marked dimensions sufficient to show the various internal 
dimensions of all areas of the interior of the premises to an accuracy of plus or minus 
six inches. The chief of police may waive the foregoing diagram for renewal 
applications, if the applicant adopts a diagram that was previously submitted and 
certifies that the configuration of the premises has not been altered since it was 
prepared. 

 
(2) The application shall be sworn to be true and correct by the applicant. 

 
(3) No alteration in the configuration or location of a manager’s station may be made 

without the prior approval of the chief of police or a designee of the chief of police. 
 

(4) It is the duty of the owners and operator of the premises to ensure that at least one 
employee is on duty and situated in each manager’s station at all times that any 
patron is present inside the premises. 

 
(5) The interior of the premises shall be configured in such a manner that there is an 

unobstructed view from a manager’s station of every area of the premises to which 
any patron is permitted access for any purpose, excluding restrooms. Restrooms may 
not contain video reproduction equipment. If the premises have two or more 
manager’s stations designated, then the interior of the premises shall be configured in 
such a manner that there is an unobstructed view of each area of the premises to 
which any patron is permitted access for any purpose from at least one of the 
manager’s stations. The view required in this subsection (a)(5) must be by direct line 
of sight from the manager’s station. Viewing booths must be separated at least 12 
inches from the exterior walls of any other view booths by open space. 

 
(6) It shall be the duty of the owners and operator, and it shall also be the duty of any 

agents and employees present on the premises, to ensure that the area specified in 
subsection (a)(5) of this section remains unobstructed by any doors, walls, 
merchandise, display racks or other materials at all times that any patron is present in 
the premises, and to ensure that no patron is permitted access to any area of the 
premises which has been designated as an area in which patrons will not be permitted 
in the application filed pursuant to subsection (a)(1) of this section. 
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(7) For safety purposes, the premises shall be equipped with overhead lighting fixtures of 
sufficient intensity to illuminate every place to which patrons are permitted access at 
an illumination of not less than one footcandle as measured at the floor level. 

 
(8) It shall be the duty of the owners and operator and it shall also be the duty of any 

agents and employees present on the premises to ensure that the illumination 
described above is maintained at all times that any patron is present in the premises. 

 
(b) A person having a duty under subsections (a)(1) through (a)(8) of this section commits an 
offense if he knowingly fails to fulfill that duty. 
 
(c) All locational requirements of this section shall be approved by the chief of police within 
30 days from the time the application is filed if in compliance herewith. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-150) 
 
§5.10.028 Persons younger than 18 prohibited from entry. 
 
It shall be a violation of these regulations to knowingly and intentionally allow a person who is 
younger than 18 years of age to remain on the premises of a SOBE at any time the SOBE is open 
for business. (Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, sec. 8-151) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.11 OIL AND GAS WELLS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.11.001 Definitions. 
 
(a) The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Commercial building, residence and structure mean not only existing structures but any site for 
the same for which a city building permit has been issued or applied for and issuance is pending. 
In order to have the effect of an existing structure within the meaning of this article, construction 
must start on any such site within 90 days after a permit is issued. 
 
Lease means any tract of land subject to an oil, gas and mineral lease or other oil and gas 
development contract, or any unit composed of several tracts and leases but operated as one lease, 
and any tract of land in which the minerals are owned by an operator or someone holding under it 
or him, but which, due to the fee royalty ownership, is developed and operated as a separate tract. 
 
Permittee means the person to whom is issued a permit for the drilling and operation of a well 
under this article, and his or its administrators, executors, heirs, successors and assigns. 
 
Person means and includes both the singular and the plural; and shall mean and include any 
person, individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, club, society, cooperative, trust, 
municipal corporation or political subdivision whatsoever. 
 
Well means and includes any holes or bores to any sand, formation, strata or depth for the purpose 
of producing and recovering any oil, gas, liquid, hydrocarbon, or any of them. 
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(b) All technical or oil and gas industry words or phrases used herein and not specifically 
defined herein shall have that meaning customarily attributable thereto by prudent operators in 
the oil and gas industry. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-3; 1991 Code, sec. 21-1; 2007 Code, sec. 16-148) 
 
§5.11.002 Statement of purpose and intent. 
 
The city council finds a necessity that future drilling, production and transportation for oil and gas 
within the corporate limits of the city be regulated because of the fire hazards, menace of falling 
derricks, unsanitary conditions, possibility of contaminated city water supply and contaminated 
surface waters, damage to neighboring property, objectionable noise, atmospheric pollution and 
for protection of the public health, safety and welfare for which the police power of the state 
delegated to this city is hereby invoked in aid of the enforcement of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 
20-2; 1991 Code, sec. 21-2; 2007 Code, sec. 16-149) 
 
§5.11.003 Oil and gas inspector. 
 
The city manager, with the approval of the city council, shall appoint an oil and gas inspector, 
who shall enforce the provisions of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 20-11; 1991 Code, sec. 21-3; 
2007 Code, sec. 16-150) 
 
§5.11.004 Derrick and rig. 
 
It shall be unlawful and an offense for any person to use or operate in connection with the drilling 
or reworking of any well within the city limits, any wooden derrick or any steam-powered rig, 
and all engines shall be equipped with adequate mufflers approved by the oil and gas inspector; or 
to permit any drilling rig or derrick to remain on the premises or drilling site for a period longer 
than 60 days after completion or abandonment of the well. At all times from the start of erection 
of a derrick or a mast or a gin-pole, until the well is abandoned and plugged or completed as a 
producer and enclosed with a fence as herein provided, the permittee shall keep a watchman on 
duty on the premises at all times; provided, however, that it shall not be necessary to keep an 
extra watchman on duty on the premises when other workmen of the permittee are on the 
premises. A blowout preventer, control head and other connections for keeping the well under 
control at all times shall be installed as soon as the surface casing is set. Blowout preventers shall 
be tested against pressure at least once every 24 hours. All controls of such equipment shall be in 
good working order and condition at all times. (1973 Code, sec. 20-14; 1991 Code, sec. 21-4; 
2007 Code, sec. 16-151) 
 
§5.11.005 Pits. 
 
Steel slush pits shall be used in connection with all drilling and reworking operations. Such pits 
and contents shall be removed from the premises and the drilling site within 60 days after 
completion of the well. No earthen slush pits shall be used. (1973 Code, sec. 20-15; 1991 Code, 
sec. 21-5; 2007 Code, sec. 16-152) 
 
§5.11.006 Drilling operations and equipment generally. 
 
All drilling and operation at any well performed by a permittee under this article shall be 
conducted in accordance with the best practices of a reasonable and prudent operator. All casing, 
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valves, blowout preventers, drilling fluid, tubing, bradenhead, Christmas tree and well head 
connections shall be of a type and quality consistent with the best practices of such reasonable 
and prudent operator. Setting and cementing casing and running drill stem tests shall be 
performed in a manner and at a time consistent with the best practices of such reasonable prudent 
and operation. Each permittee under this article shall observe and follow the recommendations 
and/or regulations of the American Petroleum Institute and the railroad commission of the state. 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-16; 1991 Code, sec. 21-6; 2007 Code, sec. 16-153) 
 
§5.11.007 Surface casing. 
 
Surface casing properly cemented is required to conform with rules and regulations as 
promulgated by the state railroad commission and the state commission on environmental quality. 
Surface casing must be set to 100 feet below the producing water sand in any well drilled within 
1,000 feet of a city water well. (1973 Code, sec. 20-17; 1991 Code, sec. 21-7; 2007 Code, sec. 16-
154) 
 
§5.11.008 Premises to be kept clean and sanitary; discharge of waste matter. 
 
The premises shall be kept in a clean and sanitary condition, free from rubbish of every character, 
high grass, weeds or combustible trash, to the satisfaction of the health officer, at all times 
drilling operations or reworking operations are being conducted, and as long thereafter as oil 
and/or gas is being produced therefrom. It shall be unlawful for any permittee, his agent or 
employee to permit within the corporate limits of the city any mud, water, waste oil, slush or 
other waste matter from any slush pit, storage tank or oil and/or gas well located within the 
corporate limits of the city, or from any premises within the city, developed or being developed 
for oil and/or gas purposes, to run into the alleys, streets, lots, land or leases within the corporate 
limits of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 20-18; 1991 Code, sec. 21-8; 2007 Code, sec. 16-155) 
 
§5.11.009 Motive power; mufflers required. 
 
Motive power for all operations after completion of drilling operations shall be electricity or 
properly muffled gas, gasoline or diesel engines, and such mufflers are to be approved by the oil 
and gas inspector prior to their use. (1973 Code, sec. 20-19; 1991 Code, sec. 21-9; 2007 Code, 
sec. 16-156) 
 
§5.11.010 Storage tanks and separators. 
 
It shall be unlawful and an offense for any person to use, construct or operate in connection with 
any producing well within the city limits any crude oil storage tanks except to the extent of two 
steel tanks for oil storage, not exceeding 500 barrels capacity each and so constructed and 
maintained as to be in safe operating condition and so as not to constitute a public nuisance. A 
permittee may use, construct and operate a steel conventional separator and such other steel tanks 
and appurtenances as are necessary for treating oil with each of such facilities to be so 
constructed and maintained as to be in safe operating condition and so as not to constitute a 
public nuisance. Each oil or gas separator shall be equipped with both a regulation pressure relief 
safety valve and a bursting head. Any oil or gas produced may be transported outside of the city 
limits by underground pipelines. All permanent oil tanks or battery of tanks must be surrounded 
by a dike of at least 1-1/2 the capacity of the tank or battery of tanks. No fuel tank or other oil 
tank shall hereafter be placed nearer than 150 feet to any derrick, rig, building, power plant or 
boiler of any description. (1973 Code, sec. 20-20; 1991 Code, sec. 21-10; 2007 Code, sec. 16-
157) 
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§5.11.011 Fencing of wells. 
 
Any person who completes any well as a producer shall have the obligation to enclose said well, 
together with its surface facilities, by a substantial concrete block fence sufficiently high and 
properly built so as to ordinarily keep persons and animals out of the enclosure with all gates 
thereto to be kept locked when the permittee or his employees are not within the enclosure; 
provided, however, that the city council, at their discretion, may waive the requirements of any 
fence or may designate the type of fence to be erected. (1973 Code, sec. 20-21; 1991 Code, sec. 
21-11; 2007 Code, sec. 16-158) 
 
§5.11.012 Noise and other nuisances. 
 
All oil operations, drilling and production operations shall be conducted in such a manner as to 
eliminate, as far as practicable, dust, noise, vibration or noxious odors, and shall be in accordance 
with the best accepted practices incident to exploration for, drilling for and production of oil, gas 
and other hydrocarbon substances. Proven technological improvements in exploration, drilling 
and production methods shall be adopted as they become, from time to time, available, if capable 
of reducing factors of nuisance and annoyance. (1973 Code, sec. 20-22; 1991 Code, sec. 21-12; 
2007 Code, sec. 16-159) 
 
§5.11.013 Flaring or burning of gas or permitting unburned gas to escape. 
 
No permittee engaged in the drilling or operation of an oil and/or gas well within the corporate 
limits of the city shall permit to escape into the air or to flare or burn gas from a torch or any 
similar means within the corporate limits of the city, except that gas may be burned for a limited 
time when necessary to complete an oil and/or gas well upon the original completion or upon the 
recompletion of workover jobs upon oil and/or gas wells. (1973 Code, sec. 20-23; 1991 Code, 
sec. 21-13; 2007 Code, sec. 16-160) 
 
§5.11.014 Fire prevention. 
 
(a) No forge, open light, welding torch or electric welding equipment or other flame-producing 
or spark-producing equipment shall be placed nearer than 150 feet of any well showing oil or gas. 
 
(b) Adequate firefighting apparatus and supplies, approved by the city fire department, shall be 
maintained on the drilling site at all times during drilling and production operations. All 
machinery, equipment and installations on all drilling sites within the city limits shall conform 
with such requirements as may from time to time be issued by the fire department. 
 
(c) Printed signs reading “DANGEROUS, NO SMOKING ALLOWED” or similar words shall 
be posted in conspicuous places on each producing unit. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-24; 1991 Code, sec. 21-14; 2007 Code, sec. 16-161) 
 
§5.11.015 Abandonment and plugging of wells. 
 
Whenever any well is abandoned it shall be the obligation of the permittee and the operator of the 
well to set a 200-foot cement plug in the bottom of the surface casing section, and the top of the 
plug 100 feet above the surface casing section; and to set a 50-foot cement plug in the top of the 
surface casing. No surface or conductor string of casing may be pulled or removed from a well. 
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During initial abandonment operations it will be the obligation of the permittee and the operator 
of the well to flood the well with mud-laden fluid weighing not less than ten pounds per gallon, 
and the well will be kept filled to the top with such mud-laden fluid at all times; mud-laden fluid 
of the above specifications will be left in the well bore below and between cement plugs. Any 
additional provisions or precautionary measures prescribed by the state or the [railroad] 
commission of the state in connection with the abandonment and plugging of a well shall be 
complied with by the permittee. Within 30 days after the completion or abandonment of any oil 
or gas well, the mud and other similar matter and materials used in connection with the drilling 
and operations thereon shall be removed from the premises and the surface put in the same 
condition it was in before the operations commenced. This section shall apply except as otherwise 
provided by the rules of the state railroad commission. (1973 Code, sec. 20-25; 1991 Code, sec. 
21-15; 2007 Code, sec. 16-162) 
 
§5.11.016 Disposal of salt water. 
 
The permittee shall make adequate provisions for the disposal of all salt water or other impurities 
which he may bring to the surface, and such disposal is to be made in such a manner as to not 
contaminate the water supply, present or prospective, or to injure surface vegetation. (1973 Code, 
sec. 20-26; 1991 Code, sec. 21-16; 2007 Code, sec. 16-163) 
 
§5.11.017 Violation of state or federal regulations. 
 
Any violation of the laws of the state or any rules, regulations or requirements of any state or 
federal regulatory body having jurisdiction in reference to drilling, completing, equipping, 
operating, producing, maintaining or abandoning an oil or gas well or related appurtenances, 
equipment or facilities, or in reference to firewalls, fire protection, blowout protection, safety 
protection or convenience of persons or property, shall also be a violation of this article and shall 
be punishable in accordance with the provisions hereof. (1973 Code, sec. 20-27; 1991 Code, sec. 
21-17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-164) 
 
§5.11.018 Penalty; suspension or revocation of permit. 
 
It shall be unlawful and an offense for any person to violate or neglect to comply with any 
provision hereof irrespective of whether or not the wording of each section hereof contains the 
specific language that such violation or neglect is unlawful and is an offense. Any person who 
shall violate any of the provisions of this article, or any of the provisions of a drilling and 
operating permit issued pursuant hereto, or any condition of the bond filed by the permittee 
pursuant to this article, or who shall neglect to comply with the terms hereof, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor; and the violation of each separate provision of this article, and of such 
permit and of such bond, shall be considered a separate offense, and each day’s violation of each 
separate provision thereof shall be considered a separate offense. In addition to the foregoing 
penalties, it is further provided that the city council at any regular or special session or meeting 
thereof may, provided ten days’ notice has been given to the permittee that revocation is to be 
considered at such meeting, revoke or suspend any permit issued under this article and under 
which drilling or producing operations are being conducted in the event the permittee thereof has 
violated any provision of such permit or bond or this article. In the event that the permit is 
revoked, the permittee may make application to the city council for a reissuance of such permit, 
and the action of the city council thereon shall be final. (1973 Code, sec. 20-28; 1991 Code, sec. 
21-18; 2007 Code, sec. 16-165) 
 
§§5.11.019–5.11.040 Reserved. 
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Division 2. Permit 

 
§5.11.041 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful and an offense for any person, acting either for himself or as agent, employee, 
independent contractor or servant of any other person, to commence to drill, or to operate, any 
well within the city limits or to work upon or assist in any way in the production or operation of 
any such well, without a permit for the drilling and operation of such well having first been issued 
by the authority of the city council in accordance with the terms of this division. (1973 Code, sec. 
20-4; 1991 Code, sec. 21-36; 2007 Code, sec. 16-184) 
 
§5.11.042 Location restricted; obstructing streets. 
 
No well shall be drilled and no permit shall be issued for any well to be drilled at any location 
which is within any of the streets or alleys of the city. No street or alley shall be blocked or 
encumbered or closed in any drilling or production operation except by special permit by order of 
the city council, and then only temporarily. (1973 Code, sec. 20-5; 1991 Code, sec. 21-37; 2007 
Code, sec. 16-185) 
 
§5.11.043 Proximity of well to residence, commercial building or structure. 
 
No well shall be drilled and no permit shall be issued for any well to be drilled or reopened at any 
location which is nearer than 300 feet of any residence, commercial building or structure without 
the applicant having first secured the written permission of the owner thereof. (1973 Code, sec. 
20-6; 1991 Code, sec. 21-38; 2007 Code, sec. 16-186) 
 
§5.11.044 Application and filing fee. 
 
Every application for a permit to drill and operate a well shall be in writing, signed by the 
applicant or by some person duly authorized to sign same on his behalf. It shall be filed with the 
city manager or designee and be accompanied with a filing fee as currently established or as 
hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. No application shall request 
a permit to drill and operate but one well. The application shall include full information, 
including the following: 
 

(1) The date of said application. 
 

(2) Name of the applicant. 
 

(3) Address of the applicant. 
 

(4) Proposed site of the well, including: 
 

(A) Name of the mineral owner and surface owner. 
 

(B) Name of the lease owner. 
 

(C) Brief description of the land. 
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(D) Detailed plat showing the staked well site and course and distance to the well 
site from fixed visible surface markers and locations of all proposed tanks for 
slush or storage of oil. 

 
(5) Type of derrick to be used. 

 
(6) The proposed depth of the well. 

 
(7) Have attached a copy of the state railroad commission permit for the well. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-7; 1991 Code, sec. 21-39; 2007 Code, sec. 16-187; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.11.045 Issuance or refusal; contents. 
 
(a) The city manager, within 20 days after the filing of the application for a permit to drill and 
operate a well, shall determine whether or not such application complies in all respects with the 
provisions of this division and the bonding and insurance requirements provided for in section 
5.11.047. If it does, a permit for the drilling and operation of the well shall be issued. Each permit 
issued under this division shall: 
 

(1) By reference have incorporated therein all provisions of this division with the same 
force and effect as if this division were copied verbatim in such permit. 

 
(2) Specify the well location with particularity as to lot number, block number, name of 

addition or subdivision, or other available correct legal description; such location 
may not be changed after issuance of a permit. 

 
(3) Contain and specify that the term of such permit shall be for a period of one year 

from the date of the permit and as long thereafter as the permittee is engaged in 
drilling operations with no cessations of such operations for more than 90 days, or oil 
or gas is produced in commercial quantities from the well drilled pursuant to such 
permit; provided that if at any time after discovery of oil or gas the production 
thereof in commercial quantities shall cease, the term shall not terminate if the 
permittee commences additional reworking operations within 90 days thereafter as 
oil or gas is produced in commercial quantities from such well. 

 
(4) Contain and specify such conditions as are authorized by this division. 

 
(5) Specify the total depth to which the well may be drilled, not exceeding the projected 

depth. 
 

(6) Contain and specify that no actual operations shall be commenced until the permittee 
shall file and have approved an indemnity bond in the designated principal amount as 
so determined by the city council and conditioned as specified in section 5.11.047. 
Such permit, in duplicate originals, shall be signed by the city manager, and prior to 
delivery to the permittee’s drilling and operating license and the contractual 
obligation of the permittee to comply with the terms of such permit and such bond 
and this division [sic]. 
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(b) If the permit for the well be refused, or if the applicant notifies the city council in writing 
that he does not elect to accept the permit as tendered and wishes to withdraw his application, 
then upon the happening of such events the cash deposit provided for to be filed with the 
application shall be returned to the applicant, except that there shall be retained therefrom by the 
city a processing fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-8; 1991 Code, sec. 21-40; 2007 Code, sec. 16-188) 
 
§5.11.046 Termination of permit. 
 
When a permit shall have been issued, the same shall terminate and become inoperative without 
any action of the part of the city unless within 90 days from the date of issuance actual drilling of 
the well shall have commenced. The cessation for a like period of the drilling operations or the 
cessation of the production of oil or gas from the well after production shall have commenced 
shall operate to terminate and cancel the permit, and the well shall be considered as abandoned 
for all purposes of this division. It shall be unlawful thereafter to continue the operation or 
drilling of such well without the issuance of another permit. (1973 Code, sec. 20-9; 1991 Code, 
sec. 21-41; 2007 Code, sec. 16-189) 
 
§5.11.047 Permittee’s insurance and bond. 
 
In the event a permit be issued by the city manager under the terms of this division for the drilling 
and operation of a well, no actual drilling operations shall be commenced until the permittee shall 
file with the city manager or designee a bond and a certificate of insurance, as follows: 
 

(1) Bond. A bond in the principal sum as currently established or as hereafter adopted by 
resolution of the city council from time to time. 

 
(A) Such bond shall be executed by a reliable insurance company authorized to do 

business in the state, as surety, and with the applicant as principal, running to 
the city for the benefit of the city and all persons concerned, conditioned that 
the permittee will comply with the terms and conditions of this division in the 
drilling and operations of the well. Such bond shall become effective on or 
before the date the same is filed with the city manager or designee and remain 
in force and effect for at least a period of six months subsequent to the 
expiration of the term of the permit issued. In addition, the bond will be 
conditioned that the permittee will promptly pay off fines, penalties and other 
assessments imposed upon permittee by reason of his breach of any of the 
terms, provisions and conditions of this article, and that the permittee will 
promptly restore the streets and sidewalks and other public property of the city, 
which may be disturbed or damaged in the operations, to their former 
condition; and that the permittee will promptly clear all premises of all litter, 
trash, waste and other substances used, allowed or occurring in the drilling or 
producing operations and will, after abandonment, grade, level and restore the 
property to the same surface condition, as nearly as possible, as existed when 
operations for the drilling of the well or wells were first commenced; and that 
the permittee will indemnify and hold the city harmless from any and all 
liability growing out of or attributable to the granting of such permit. If at any 
time the city council shall deem any permittee’s bond to be insufficient for any 
reason, it may require the permittee to file a new bond. 
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(B) If, after completion of a well, the permittee has complied with all of the 

provisions of this article such as removing the derrick, clearing the premises, 
etc., he may apply to the city council to have such bond reduced to a sum of not 
less than as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the 
city council from time to time for the remainder of the time such well produces 
without reworking. During reworking operations the amount of the bond shall 
be increased to the original amount. 

 
(2) Insurance. 

 
(A) In addition to the bond required in subsection (1) of this section, the permittee 

shall carry policies of standard comprehensive public liability insurance, 
including contractual liability covering bodily injuries and property damage, 
naming the permittee and the city, in an insurance company authorized to do 
business within the state; such policies in the aggregate shall provide for the 
minimum coverages as currently established or as hereafter adopted by 
resolution of the city council from time to time. 

 
(B) The permittee shall file with the city manager or designee certificates of such 

insurance as above stated, and shall obtain the written approval thereof by the 
city manager, who shall act thereon within ten days from the date of such 
filing. Such insurance policies shall not be canceled without written notice to 
the city manager or designee at least ten days prior to the effective date of such 
cancellation. In the event that such insurance policies are canceled, the permit 
granted shall terminate, and the permittee’s rights to operate under such permit 
shall cease until the permittee files additional insurance as provided herein. 

 
(C) If, after completion of a well, the permittee has complied with all of the 

provisions of this article, such as to removing the derrick, clearing the 
premises, etc., he may apply to the city council to have such insurance policy 
limits reduced for the remainder of the time such well produces without 
reworking. Such limits shall be as currently established or as hereafter adopted 
by resolution of the city council from time to time. 

 
During reworking operations the amount of the insurance policies shall be increased 
to the original amount. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-10; 1991 Code, sec. 21-42; 2007 Code, sec. 16-190; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§5.11.048 Conduits on streets and alleys. 
 
No permittee shall make any excavations or construct any lines for the conveyance of fuel, water 
or minerals on, under or through the streets and alleys of the city without the express permission 
of the city council, in writing, and then only in strict compliance with the ordinances of the city. 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-12; 1991 Code, sec. 21-43; 2007 Code, sec. 16-191) 
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§5.11.049 Supplemental permit required for deeper drilling. 
 
(a) Once any well has either been completed as a producer or abandoned as a dry hole, it shall 
be unlawful and an offense for any person to drill such well to a deeper depth than that reached in 
the prior drilling operations without the permittee to such well obtaining a supplemental permit 
after filing a supplemental application with the city manager or designee specifying: 
 

(1) The then-condition of the well and casing therein. 
 

(2) The depth to which it is proposed such well be deepened. 
 

(3) The proposed casing program to be used in connection with proposed deepening 
operations. 

 
(4) Evidence of adequate current tests showing that the casing strings in such well 

currently passed the same tests as are in this division provided for in case of the 
drilling of the original well. 

 
(b) In the event the city council is satisfied that the well may be deepened with the same degree 
of safety as existed in the original well, a supplemental permit may be issued without additional 
filing fee to the permittee authorizing the deepening and operation of the well to such specified 
depth as applied for. 
 
(c) In any deeper drilling or any deeper completion or any deeper production operations the 
permittee shall comply with all other provisions contained in this article and applicable to the 
drilling, completion and operation of a well. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 20-13; 1991 Code, sec. 21-44; 2007 Code, sec. 16-192; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.12 HOTELS AND MOTELS 
 
§5.12.001 Requirements for new construction. 
 
The following requirements apply to hotels and motels permitted for new construction after 
December 1, 2015: 
 

(1) Number of rooms. A hotel or motel shall have at least 65 guest rooms. 
 

(2) Accessibility. A guest room shall be accessible only from an internal hallway and the 
internal hallway shall be accessible only from a central lobby area contained within 
the hotel/motel. 

 
(Ordinance 15-765, sec. 1, adopted 11/12/15; 2007 Code, sec. 12-407(a) 
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§5.12.002 Registration of guests; security cameras; exterior doors. 
 
After January 1, 2015, the following requirements apply to all hotels and motels: 
 

(1) Registration. When a guest arrives for registration, the guest shall provide at least two 
forms of identification, one of which shall include a photographic likeness of the 
guest and be issued by a governmental agency. The hotel operation shall keep the 
guest registration information on the premises of the hotel for at least 90 days. 

 
(2) Security cameras. A hotel/motel shall install and maintain, in proper operating order, 

security cameras in each interior hallway and lobby, in the parking lots, and at each 
exterior door. The cameras shall be placed so as to provide visibility to the front and 
rear exteriors of the building and to the swimming pool area, if any. Monitors shall be 
provided for security and other hotel/motel personnel so that on-site activities may be 
viewed at all times. The security cameras shall be equipped with recording devices 
capable under normal lighting and operating conditions of producing reasonable 
photographic images of the persons in the specified areas. Video recordings from 
security cameras shall be operating 24 hours a day and shall be kept a minimum of 30 
days. 

 
(3) Exterior doors. Exterior doors (other than lobby doors) shall be locked after 11:00 

p.m. and shall be equipped with an alarm or other device that will alert hotel/motel 
security and other personnel when the door has been opened. 

 
(Ordinance 15-765, sec. 1, adopted 11/12/15; 2007 Code, sec. 12-407(b)) 
 
§5.12.003 Enforcement; penalty. 
 
Whenever said official finds an environment and/or operations contrary to the provisions of this 
article, a written notice stating the nature of the violation shall be served by the city in writing, 
providing ten days for the satisfactory correction thereof. The offender shall, within the period of 
time stated in such notice, permanently cease all violations. If the offender continues any 
violation after the expiration of the time stated, said offender shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this 
code. Each day in which any violation shall continue shall be deemed a separate offense. 
(Ordinance 15-765, sec. 1, adopted 11/12/15; 2007 Code, sec. 12-407(c); Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.13 WRECKERS AND VEHICLE STORAGE FACILITIES 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.13.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Auto wrecker means any automobile, truck or other motor vehicle used for the purpose of towing, 
carrying, pushing or otherwise transporting any wrecked or disabled motor vehicle from one 
place to another for any purpose including, but not limited to, the purpose of wrecking, storing or 
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repairing the vehicle. The term “auto wrecker” shall not be construed to include a service car or 
other vehicle not equipped with mechanical devices for transporting wrecked vehicles and not 
used for such purpose, such as service cars equipped with compressed air containers and tools for 
performing minor repairs not involving towing or transporting of wrecked or disabled vehicles or 
vehicles used by citizens on rare occasions to push or pull other disabled vehicles. This exception 
shall not authorize evasion of this article and if any vehicle, although not equipped with devices 
primarily used for towing wrecked or disabled vehicles, is actually used for such purposes 
through the means of ropes, chains or otherwise, the same shall be considered an auto wrecker 
within the terms of this article. 
 
Consent tow means any towing of a motor vehicle upon the authorization of the owner or a 
person in possession of the motor vehicle that is not a police-authorized tow or a nonconsent tow. 
 
Heavy-duty wrecker means an auto wrecker with a manufacturer’s rated carrying capacity of not 
less than 6,000 pounds. Except where a distinction is made, the term “auto wrecker” shall include 
a “heavy-duty wrecker.” 
 
Nonconsent tow means any towing of a motor vehicle other than upon authorization of the vehicle 
owner or person in possession of the motor vehicle that is not a police-authorized tow. 
 
Police-authorized tow means a nonconsent tow and means the towing of a motor vehicle when 
authorized by any police officer of the city rather than the owner or person in possession of the 
motor vehicle under circumstances of recovery of a stolen vehicle, removal of an abandoned, 
wrecked, illegally parked or disabled motor vehicle or a custodial arrest where the owner or 
person in possession of the vehicle is incapable of making arrangements for removal of the 
vehicle, or any other circumstances in which a police officer authorizes the towing of a motor 
vehicle in connection with the officer’s official duties and the owner or person in possession is 
not present or is not capable of making a determination with respect to the removal of a vehicle. 
 
Preservation means additional effort by the vehicle storage facility to preserve the contents of a 
vehicle after an inventory and removal of items, inventoried to safekeeping, or the use of and 
placing of plastic, canvas tarpaulins or like materials over broken windows or doors to protect the 
interior of a vehicle. 
 
Reasonable storage effort means the amount of effort necessary for the storage of a vehicle, such 
as closing and locking doors and hatchbacks, rolling up windows, and putting up convertible tops. 
Reasonable storage effort shall not be considered preservation. 
 
Transfer and service permit means a permit issued annually by the city which authorizes the 
holder thereof to answer only calls from the owner or person in possession of a motor vehicle for 
auto transfer and service. 
 
Unlimited wrecker permit means a permit to be issued annually by the city which authorizes the 
holder thereof to answer calls from the police for police-authorized tows pursuant to a police-
authorized tow agreement, [and] nonconsent tows, as well as calls for consent tows such as auto 
transfer or wrecker service calls within the city. 
 
Vehicle storage facility means a motor vehicle storage facility situated within the city that is 
operating under a current and valid license granted pursuant to the Vehicle Storage Facility Act, 
V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 2303. 
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Wrecker means an auto wrecker. 
 
Wrecker chip means the medallion or similar token issued by the city at the time of execution of a 
police-authorized tow agreement. 
 
Wrecker driver means a person who operates an auto wrecker on the streets of the city, whether 
on his own account or in the employ of another. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-1; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-213) 
 
§5.13.002 Consent tows. 
 
(a) Generally; wrecker requirements. An owner or person in possession of a motor vehicle may 
at any time request that their vehicle be towed to any location, for any purpose, and may use any 
auto wrecker they desire to tow their motor vehicle as long as the auto wrecker meets the 
following requirements: 
 

(1) The auto wrecker displays a valid tow tag and a valid cab card issued by the state, 
and meets all requirements set forth by the state regulating the operation of motor 
carriers, motor vehicles and auto wreckers within the state; and 

 
(2) If the owner of the auto wrecker has a place of business located within the city, the 

auto wrecker shall display a valid transfer and service permit. 
 
(b) Vehicle in moving lane of traffic. The owner or person in possession of a wrecked or 
disabled vehicle in a moving lane of traffic shall have 20 minutes to have the vehicle removed 
from the roadway at the owner’s request. If the owner is unable to have the vehicle removed 
within that time or within a shorter period of time, if in the judgment of the police officer on the 
scene such shorter period of time is necessary to protect the safety and welfare of the public, the 
officer may have the vehicle removed pursuant to a police-authorized tow. 
 
(c) Towing incidental to repossession of vehicle. The towing of a vehicle authorized by, and at 
the direction of, a registered lienholder incidental to a lawful repossession shall be considered a 
consent tow and the provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall apply. The lienholder or his 
agent shall make an oral report to the police department within one hour of the time the vehicle 
was towed which shall include the following information: 
 

(1) The license plate of the towed vehicle; 
 

(2) Vehicle identification number of the towed vehicle; 
 

(3) The year, make, model and color of the towed vehicle; 
 

(4) The name, address and telephone number of the person authorizing the tow or the 
lienholder requesting the vehicle to be repossessed; and 

 
(5) The location from which the vehicle was towed, the date and time of the tow, and the 

name, street address and telephone number where the vehicle was taken for storage. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-2; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-214) 
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§5.13.003 Nonconsent tows. 
 
(a) Wrecker requirements. An auto wrecker performing nonconsent tows within the city must 
have a valid unlimited wrecker permit issued by the city and the driver of the auto wrecker must 
have a valid city wrecker operator’s license. 
 
(b) Signs at parking facilities. No person may authorize the tow of any vehicle from a parking 
lot or facility pursuant to signs posted on the property prohibiting persons from parking in the 
parking lot or facility unless the signs are posted at and visible from the entrances of the parking 
lot or facility and such signs inform the vehicle owners of the vehicle storage facility to which 
unauthorized vehicles are towed and the telephone number of that vehicle storage facility, or the 
telephone number of an agent of the parking lot or facility where the vehicle owner can obtain 
information at any hour as to where the vehicle has been towed. 
 
(c) Report to police department. Whenever a person other than the registered owner or person 
in possession of a motor vehicle authorizes the tow of a vehicle, that person or his agent shall 
make an oral report to the police department within one hour of the time the vehicle was towed 
which shall include the following information: 
 

(1) The license plate of the towed vehicle; 
 

(2) The vehicle identification number of the towed vehicle; 
 

(3) The year, make, model and color of the towed vehicle; 
 

(4) The name, address and telephone number of the person authorizing the tow; and 
 

(5) The location from which the vehicle was towed, the date and time of the tow, and the 
name, street address and telephone number where the vehicle was taken for storage. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-3; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-215) 
 
§5.13.004 Police-authorized tow agreement. 
 
(a) No auto wrecker may perform police-authorized tows except upon authorization of a 
contract executed under this section. 
 
(b) On recommendation of the chief of police, the mayor may execute agreements on behalf of 
the city with persons who hold unlimited wrecker permits to perform police-authorized tows. The 
right to enter into such agreements shall be extended on a uniform basis to all eligible persons 
who operate permitted wreckers; provided, however, that if the chief of police determines that the 
applicant for an agreement is an owner of, has more than ten percent [interest] in, or has control 
of a company that has entered into a police-authorized tow agreement with the city that is then in 
effect, the chief shall not recommend that the city enter into an agreement with the applicant. The 
agreements shall be upon such terms and conditions as the chief of police determines to be 
equitable and in the best interest of providing efficient service for police-authorized tows. 
Without limiting the chief of police’s discretion to develop other covenants, the agreements may 
provide that vehicles towed must be delivered to a vehicle storage facility within the city, that 
wrecker chips shall be used in the selection process for auto wreckers responding to a police 
request, and that the owner and/or wrecker driver perform or provide services such as 24-hour 
operations and phone answering services. The agreements shall be for such term, not to exceed 
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one year duration, as the chief of police may recommend; provided that all such agreements will 
provide a right of any party thereto to terminate upon 30 days’ written notice, without cause, and 
for suspension or termination for cause upon five days’ written notice in the event of the failure 
of the operator or his agent or employee to timely or fully comply with any provision of the 
agreement. 
 
(c) The chief of police shall not recommend that the city enter into an agreement with any 
unlimited wrecker permit holder if the permit holder or any employee or owner of the permit 
holder (including partners of a partnership and stockholders of a corporation) has had an 
agreement hereunder terminated for cause within the preceding five years. The chief of police 
may require an affidavit and the furnishing of business records to demonstrate compliance with 
the foregoing provision. The foregoing provision shall apply to agreements that are not renewed 
or are terminated by the operator under threat of termination for cause in the same manner as to 
those that have actually been terminated for cause. 
 
(d) The applicant for a police-authorized tow agreement under this section shall have the right 
to appeal the decision of the chief of police to the city council within ten days, which appeal shall 
be perfected by delivering, in writing, five copies of same to the city council, stating that an 
appeal from the decision of the chief of police is desired and the facts regarding same. The city 
council will then, within a period of not more than 15 days after receiving such notice of appeal, 
grant a hearing thereof, and after hearing of the appeal, shall within a period of five days, sustain 
or reverse the decision of the chief of police. If no appeal is taken from the findings made by the 
chief of police within the time provided in this subsection (d), the decision of the chief of police 
shall be final; otherwise, the decision of the city council shall become final. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-4; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-216) 
 
§5.13.005 Parking upon arrival. 
 
(a) Whenever an auto wrecker arrives at a place where a motor vehicle is wrecked or disabled, 
the auto wrecker driver shall park his vehicle as close to the street curb as possible and otherwise 
dispose of it in such a manner as not to interfere with traffic. No auto wrecker shall be parked 
within 100 feet of a wrecked or disabled vehicle unless otherwise directed by a police officer at 
the scene. The driver or any occupant of the auto wrecker shall remain at or near the wrecker and 
not approach any party involved in the wrecked or disabled vehicle. Only one auto wrecker from 
the same company or an affiliated company shall be allowed at the scene of a wrecked or disabled 
vehicle or at the scene of any police call for auto wreckers. 
 
(b) The fact that a police officer is not present at the scene of an accident when an auto wrecker 
arrives shall not constitute an exception to this section nor any other section and it shall be the 
duty of the owner or driver desiring to tow or haul any wrecked or disabled vehicles from the 
scene of an accident to cause the police to be notified of the occurrence of the accident and to 
await the arrival of a police officer. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-5; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-217) 
 
§5.13.006 Igniting matches or smoking at scene of accident. 
 
No auto wrecker driver shall, nor allow any person under his control to, ignite a match, lighter or 
other flammable object within a distance of 50 feet in any direction from the location of a 
vehicular accident. The wrecker driver and any person under his control shall not enter into such 
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area with a lighted cigarette, cigar, pipe or other burning material. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to the required safety equipment described in section 5.13.010. (1991 Code, sec. 
8-6; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-218) 
 
§5.13.007 Solicitation of business. 
 
(a) All wrecker drivers, owners and agents are prohibited from soliciting the business of 
towing, removing or repairing any wrecked or disabled vehicle at the place where the accident 
has occurred to such vehicle, by words, cards, circulars or gestures. 
 
(b) No auto wrecker driver shall remove any wrecked or disabled vehicle from the place where 
the accident has occurred or attach his wrecker to the wrecked or disabled vehicle unless 
otherwise directed by a police officer at the scene. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-7; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-219) 
 
§5.13.008 Obedience to police officers; confiscation of license or wrecker chip. 
 
(a) All auto wrecker drivers arriving at the scene of an accident or any police-authorized tow 
shall obey all lawful orders given them by any police officer at the scene and shall not interfere 
with such police officer in the performance of his duties. 
 
(b) A wrecker driver shall not remove any wrecked or disabled vehicle from the scene of an 
accident or any request for a police-authorized tow or load or attach an auto wrecker to a wrecked 
or disabled vehicle until the police officer in charge of the scene has completed the investigation 
and authorized the wrecker driver to remove the vehicle. 
 
(c) All auto wreckers may be denied to match for a tow if the wrecker is observed violating 
any laws of the state or city while en route to any wrecker call for service. This shall be at the 
discretion of the investigating police officer in charge of the scene. 
 
(d) Any police officer investigating any scene shall have the authority to confiscate any 
wrecker chip if said chip has been bent, damaged or otherwise tampered with in a manner that 
would alter the original condition of the chip. Any officer may confiscate a city wrecker 
operator’s license if the wrecker driver interferes with the officer while at the scene. 
 
(e) If any wrecker operator’s license or wrecker chip is confiscated it shall be accompanied by 
a written memo indicating the reason for the confiscation and given to the on-duty supervisor. 
The supervisor shall then forward the confiscated item along with a memo to the chief of police 
or his designee. The chief of police shall investigate or cause an investigation to be conducted as 
to any further disciplinary action such as revoking or suspending the operator’s license or 
terminating the police-authorized tow agreement, if any, or both. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-8; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-220) 
 
§5.13.009 Duties of police officers; response to towing request. 
 
(a) Upon arrival at the scene of a wrecked or disabled vehicle the police officer shall determine 
if a police-authorized tow is necessary. If a police-authorized tow is necessary, the police officer 
shall advise dispatch of the number of wreckers needed and then a ten-minute call will be placed
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for wreckers holding valid wrecker chips. After the allotted time, the appropriate number of 
wreckers will be chosen by the drawing of wrecker chips from those auto wreckers responding to 
the call. 
 
(b) If the owner or driver of a motor vehicle that is wrecked or disabled has a wrecker 
preference, that request will be honored and any wrecker or towing company may tow the vehicle 
as long as it has a valid state tow tag and cab card. If the wrecked or disabled vehicle has any part 
or portion thereof upon the roadway, the auto wrecker responding to the owner’s or driver’s 
request shall have 20 minutes to arrive at the scene and remove the vehicle, or such shorter period 
of time if in the discretion of the police officer on the scene such shorter period of time is 
necessary to protect the safety and welfare of the public; otherwise, the vehicle may be towed 
pursuant to a police-authorized tow by an auto wrecker holding a valid wrecker chip. 
 
(c) If the owner or driver of any vehicle has a request for an auto wrecker holding a valid 
wrecker chip and more than one auto wrecker is needed, the auto wrecker towing at the owner’s 
or driver’s request may match for another vehicle, if the auto wrecker is equipped to tow two 
vehicles, and if the auto wrecker’s chip is drawn pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-9; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-221) 
 
§5.13.010 Required equipment. 
 
The following equipment is required on every auto wrecker performing towing services within 
the city: 
 

(1) A fire extinguisher, being defined as that piece of equipment commonly carried to 
extinguish fires caused as a result of an auto accident or collision. Such fire 
extinguisher shall be the standard BC type, either one ten-pound or two five-pound 
fire extinguishers with a gauge, properly filled and readily accessible for use. Fire 
extinguisher(s) must be inspected by the fire marshal and tagged with a certification 
annually. 

 
(2) Three flares, each of which shall be capable of being seen and distinguished at a 

distance of not less than 600 feet under normal atmospheric conditions at nighttime. 
 

(3) One broom of a type designed for pushing with an 18-inch head and a handle of not 
less than 36 inches. 

 
(4) No less than five gallons of dry sand or other absorbent which is at least as effective 

as sand in absorbing liquid. 
 

(5) One five-gallon container to carry glass and debris cleaned from streets when picking 
up a wrecked vehicle. 

 
(6) One flat-edged shovel of at least nine inches, with a handle of not less than 36 inches. 

 
(7) One wrecking bar of not less than 36 inches in length with a wedge head. 

 
(8) At least one operational light bar with amber lenses or lights visible within 500 feet 

of a 360-degree radius. 
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(9) If the vehicle being towed does not have functional taillights, temporary lighting 
must be provided. 

 
(10) If the auto wrecker is a heavy-duty wrecker, the heavy-duty wrecker must be 

equipped with a winch capable of lifting a minimum of 50,000 pounds. If one winch 
line is used it shall be at least three-fourths inches in diameter; if two winch lines are 
used each shall be at least five-eighths [inches] in diameter. Additionally, a heavy-
duty wrecker shall be equipped with air brakes and air lines, and must have a tow bar 
which is sufficient to prevent the swinging of any equipment being transported by 
such heavy-duty wrecker. 

 
(11) If the auto wrecker is a TDLR approved hydraulically extendable boom tandem axle 

wrecker, the wrecker shall have a minimum boom manufacturer rating of 35 tons. 
Each wrecker shall have a minimum of two 35,000 manufacturer rated winches and 
each winch shall have a minimum of 200 feet of 3/4 inch diameter wire rope. Every 
rope end must be swaged. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-10; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; Ordinance 19-855, sec. 1, 
adopted 10/8/19; 2007 Code, sec. 44-222) 
 
§5.13.011 Clearing debris. 
 
(a) It shall be the duty of the wrecker driver of each auto wrecker that picks up a wrecked or 
disabled vehicle for the purpose of towing to clear the street of any and all debris, parts or glass. 
In the event two or more auto wreckers pick up vehicles for towing, it shall be the duty of each 
driver to clear the street of debris, parts or glass. 
 
(b) Any other person who removes a wrecked or disabled vehicle from a street shall remove 
any glass or other injurious substance dropped upon the street from such vehicle. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-11; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-223) 
 
§5.13.012 Charges for police-authorized and nonconsent tows. 
 
(a) Standard service. The standard auto wrecker service charge for towing a vehicle as a 
nonconsent tow or as a police-authorized tow to a vehicle storage facility within the city or to the 
place of business of the auto wrecker shall not exceed $150.00. This charge shall apply whether 
the tow is performed during the day, at night, on a Saturday or Sunday, or on a holiday. If the 
police department requires the vehicle to be moved from the location to which it was originally 
towed to another location within the city, an additional fee not to exceed $50.00 may be charged 
for transferring the vehicle. 
 
(b) Heavy-duty wrecker service. The service charge for a heavy-duty wrecker performing 
police authorized or nonconsent tows where the services of a heavy-duty wrecker are required 
shall not exceed $300.00 per hour, with a two-hour minimum. The time shall begin at dispatch 
time and end when the vehicle is delivered to the vehicle storage facility or designated location. 
An additional fee not to exceed $150.00 per hour may be charged for the uprighting of rollover 
and wrecked vehicles. 
 
(c) Invoice. All charges shall be listed on the wrecker invoice and the permit holder shall 
maintain a separate file for invoice copies pertaining to nonconsent and police-authorized towing 
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services at the permit holder’s place of business for two years from the invoice date. Any officer 
of the police department may inspect such invoice during regular business hours. Every invoice 
required to be kept under this section shall contain the towed vehicle’s description by make, 
model, year, license number and name of the wrecker driver in addition to charges made. Every 
invoice on nonconsent tows shall include the information specified in this subsection along with 
the name, address and phone number of the person authorizing the tow, accompanied with the 
reason the vehicle was towed, and the name, street address and telephone number where the 
vehicle was taken for storage. Every invoice on police-authorized tows shall include the name 
and badge number of the police officer that authorized the tow. 
 
(d) Recovery and scene clean-up. There are no regulated fees regarding recovery or scene 
clean-up. The heavy-duty tow operator must provide the customer with a detailed bill listing the 
equipment, labor and time utilized to clean the scene. Additional fees based on hazardous 
materials may apply. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-12; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; Ordinance 09-663, sec. I, 
adopted 12/11/09; Ordinance 19-855, sec. 2, adopted 10/8/19; 2007 Code, sec. 44-224) 
 
§5.13.013 Payment of ad valorem taxes and other taxes. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to use the streets of the city for the operation of an auto 
wrecker unless the ad valorem taxes on all properties used and useful in the furnishing of auto 
wrecker services shall have been first paid. 
 
(b) The owner or operator of any property used and useful in the furnishing of auto wreckers 
shall, on or before January 15 of each year, furnish the city manager or designee satisfactory 
evidence that all ad valorem and other taxes due the city have been paid when due. The city 
manager or designee shall have 15 days after receipt of such evidence to determine whether such 
evidence is true and correct. If such investigation discloses that such taxes were not paid, the city 
manager or designee shall cause any or all permits issued by the city and held by such owner or 
operator to be suspended, canceled or revoked. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-13; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-225; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§§5.13.014–5.13.040 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Vehicle Storage Facilities 
 
§5.13.041 State license required; compliance with state regulations. 
 
A vehicle storage facility operating and located within the city must have a valid license issued by 
the state pursuant to the Vehicle Storage Facility Act, V.T.C.A., Occupations Code chapter 2303, 
and must comply with all state rules and regulations regarding vehicle storage facilities, as well as 
all city ordinances affecting same. To the extent there is a conflict between state law and the 
city’s regulations, the stricter regulation shall apply. (1991 Code, sec. 8-14; Ordinance 97-507, 
sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-244) 
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§5.13.042 Hours of operation. 
 
(a) A vehicle storage facility must have a staffed office between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, excluding nationally recognized holidays, and shall have 
personnel available for the following: 
 

(1) To permit an owner or authorized representative access to the vehicle for insurance 
and repair estimates; 

 
(2) To allow an owner or authorized representative to remove personal belongings from 

the vehicle, unless otherwise restricted by a certified police officer; and 
 

(3) To permit an owner or authorized representative to inspect a copy of the wrecker slip 
or wrecker invoice of the motor vehicle and the owner shall not be required to pay 
any fees or charges for doing so. 

 
(b) A vehicle storage facility that accepts vehicles towed as nonconsent or police-authorized 
tows or that accepts vehicles twenty-four (24) hours a day shall have an attendant available 
twenty-four (24) hours a day for release of vehicles to owners, and to make a vehicle available to 
a police agency incidental to an official investigation within one (1) hour notice. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-15; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-245) 
 
§5.13.043 Storage space; identifying sign; sign listing fee and charges. 
 
(a) Each vehicle storage facility must have and maintain sufficient storage space to store 
vehicles taken into its possession. The owner of the vehicle storage facility must have and 
maintain fire and theft insurance to cover stored vehicles. 
 
(b) Each place of business must have a sign of sufficient size at its main entrance. The sign 
must be clearly visible from the roadway and identify in letters not less than six inches in height 
the wrecker service name. The sign must also include the address, office hours, phone number, 
after-hours number for release of vehicles, and the vehicle storage facility number issued by the 
state in numbers and letters not less than two inches in height. 
 
(c) Each motor vehicle storage facility must have a sign clearly visible to a vehicle owner that 
lists the prices for wrecker towing fees, storage, notification and preservation charges. This sign 
shall be located in such a manner so that it is visible to an owner prior to payment of any fees. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-16; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-246) 
 
§5.13.044 Reasonable storage effort. 
 
A vehicle storage facility shall put forth reasonable effort to protect any and all stored vehicles 
from the elements by securing any and all windows, doors or any openings where the vehicle 
might possibly receive preventable damage. No motor vehicle at a storage facility may be used by 
the facility nor have parts removed from, altered or replaced without authorization of the owner. 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-17; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-247) 
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§5.13.045 Notice to vehicle owners. 
 
Upon receipt of a vehicle towed to a vehicle storage facility as a nonconsent or police-authorized 
tow, the owner or agent of such storage facility shall notify the registered owner and all 
lienholders in the manner required by V.T.C.A., Occupations Code, section 2308.454 et seq. and 
V.T.C.A., Occupations Code section 2303.151 et seq. (1991 Code, sec. 8-18; Ordinance 97-507, 
sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-248) 
 
§5.13.046 Charges. 
 
(a) Notification fee. The operator of a vehicle storage facility may not charge a vehicle owner 
more than $50.00 for notification of the registered owner and lienholders. If notification is not 
sent to the registered owner and all lienholders before the fifth day after the operator receives the 
vehicle, storage charges cannot be charged after the fifth day. Once the notification letters have 
been sent, via certified mail, return receipt requested, storage charges may resume. 
 
(b) Preservation charge. The operator of a vehicle storage facility may charge a preservation 
charge not to exceed $20.00 per day for the preservation and protection of a motor vehicle. The 
exact conduct and the date the conduct occurred must be included on the written bill. 
 
(c) Storage fee. The operator of a vehicle storage facility may charge an amount not to exceed 
$20.00 per day storage fees for a passenger car, pickup truck, auto with travel trailer, or like size 
vehicle. Charges shall begin at the time the vehicle is towed. A daily storage fee may be charged 
for a day regardless of whether the vehicle is stored for a full 24 hours. A daily storage fee may 
not be charged for more than one day if a vehicle remains at a storage facility less than 12 hours. 
For the purposes of this subsection, a day is considered to begin and end at midnight. 
 
(d) Additional fees. The operator of a vehicle storage facility may not charge any additional 
fees that are similar to notification, preservation or administrative fees. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-19; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; Ordinance 19-855, sec. 3, 
adopted 10/8/19; 2007 Code, sec. 44-249) 
 
§5.13.047 Buffer fencing required. 
 
(a) New facilities. A vehicle storage facility permitted for construction on or after October 1, 
2018 must: 
 

(1) Be enclosed by masonry or cast-concrete panel buffer fence that is at least six feet 
high and located not less than 15 feet from the property line; and 

 
(2) Constructed and maintained so that the vehicles stored within the facility are not 

visible from any public right-of-way in any manner. 
 
Chain-link, plywood, wood picket and corrugated metal fences are prohibited. 
 
(b) Existing facilities. Any person owning or operating an existing vehicle storage facility 
within the city prior to the adoption of this section shall have 180 days from the date of adoption
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of this section to either construct a fence that meets the requirements of subsection (a) above, or 
modify the existing fencing at the existing fence’s location so that the facility’s perimeter fence is 
at least six feet high and constructed of any one of the following: 
 

(1) Redwood; 
 

(2) Rough cedar; 
 

(3) Chain link with wood or metal slats; 
 

(4) Brick; 
 

(5) Brick columns with any one of the materials listed in subsections (b)(1) through (4) 
of this section; 

 
(6) Pressure treated lumber; or 

 
(7) Cast-concrete panels. 

 
Plywood and corrugated metal fence materials are prohibited. 
 
(Ordinance 18-829, sec. 2, adopted 9/13/18; 2007 Code, sec. 44-250) 
 
§§5.13.048–5.13.070 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Wrecker Permit 
 
§5.13.071 Required; duration. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person who has a place of business located within the city or 
displays a business name and address located within the city to drive, operate or cause to be 
driven or operated any auto wrecker upon any public street in the city for the purpose of towing 
or hauling wrecked or disabled vehicles to or from any location in the city, for hire, or as an 
incident to obtaining the business of storing, wrecking or repairing such wrecked or disabled 
vehicles or for any other purpose, without having first obtained a permit from the city. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to drive, operate or cause to be driven or operated any 
auto wrecker upon any public street in the city for the purpose of towing or hauling wrecked or 
disabled vehicles to or from any location in the city, for hire, or as an incident to obtaining the 
business of storing, wrecking or repairing such wrecked or disabled vehicles or for any purpose, 
if such towing or hauling is performed without the consent of the vehicle owner or the person in 
possession of the vehicle, without having first obtained a permit from the city. 
 
(c) A unlimited wrecker permit permits the holder to respond to consent and nonconsent tows 
and is eligible to apply for a police-authorized tow agreement. 
 
(d) Such permits shall be for a one-year duration and must be renewed annually. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-20; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; Ordinance 19-855, sec. 4, 
adopted 10/8/19; 2007 Code, sec. 44-277) 
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§5.13.072 Application. 
 
Any person desiring to operate an auto wrecker in the city shall apply in writing for a permit to 
the city manager or designee, and shall state the following in his application: 
 

(1) The name and address of the applicant. If an individual, the application shall so state. 
If a partnership, the partnership name and address shall be given together with the 
names and addresses of all partners. If a corporation, the corporate name and office 
address shall be given, together with the names and addresses of the president and 
secretary; 

 
(2) The number of auto wreckers an applicant desires to operate, listing the make, model, 

motor number, state tow tag number and state license number for each auto wrecker; 
and 

 
(3) Whether the applicant desires a transfer and service permit or an unlimited wrecker 

permit. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-21; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-278; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.073 Fee. 
 
(a) The application for a permit required by the provisions of this division shall be 
accompanied by the first annual permit fee as currently established or as hereafter adopted by 
resolution of the city council from time to time. 
 
(b) The same fee is payable annually 30 days before expiration of the permit for a one-year 
extension. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-22; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-279) 
 
§5.13.074 Pro rata fees. 
 
If a permit is granted under the provisions of this division subsequent to December 1 in any 
permit year, the fee shall be paid pro rata for the balance of the year, and any portion of a month 
shall be considered as an entire month in calculating the fee to be charged. A permit month is 
from the first day of one month to the first day of the next month. (1991 Code, sec. 8-23; 
Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-280) 
 
§5.13.075 Insurance. 
 
(a) Before any permit shall be issued under the provisions of this division or before any 
renewal of such permit shall be granted, the applicant or permittee shall be required to file with 
the city manager or designee, and keep in full force and effect, satisfactory evidence that the 
applicant or permittee has given proof of financial responsibility to the state department of public 
safety, as the term is defined in the Texas Motor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Act, V.T.C.A., 
Transportation Code chapter 601, and has complied with the provisions of such act, as now 
enforced or hereafter amended. 
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(b) The city manager or designee is authorized to promulgate reasonable regulations as to the 
type and character of evidence that shall be required to show that the applicant or permittee has 
made proof of financial responsibility to the state department of public safety. If such proof of 
financial responsibility is evidenced by an insurance policy, such policy shall be carried with an 
insurance company admitted to do business in this state and performable in this county. The city 
manager or designee shall suspend, cancel or revoke any auto wrecker permit, without further 
notice to the applicant or permittee, if financial responsibility is not in full force and effect at all 
times. 
 
(c) The insurance required by this section shall be of limits of not less than the minimum 
required by state law. Proof of insurance shall be in the form of a “certificate of insurance” issued 
to the city and must be attached to the application. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-24; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-281; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.076 Issuance. 
 
After the applicant has filed an auto wrecker permit application, permit fee and certificate of 
insurance, and the city manager or designee has examined same and found them to be in 
compliance with the terms of this division, and such application is approved by the chief of 
police, the chief of police shall issue to the applicant the appropriate permit to operate an auto 
wrecker in the city. (1991 Code, sec. 8-25; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 
Code, sec. 44-282; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.077 Contents. 
 
Every permit issued under the provisions of this division shall be dated and numbered, shall bear 
upon its face a notice that the same expires on the succeeding December 1, and shall show the 
make, model, motor number and state license number of each auto wrecker permitted to operate 
within the city and, where the applicant has entered into a police-authorized tow agreement with 
the city, the wrecker chip number given to it by the city manager or designee. (1991 Code, sec. 8-
26; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-283; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.078 Additional vehicles. 
 
(a) When an applicant has obtained an auto wrecker permit and thereafter desires to increase 
the number of auto wreckers to be operated, the permit holder shall file a supplemental 
application setting forth the permit number and the fact that he desires to operate additional 
wreckers, giving the make, model, motor number, state tow tag number and state license number 
of each additional auto wrecker. He shall also file the proper permit fee to cover the additional 
number of auto wreckers. 
 
(b) The permit holder shall also file a new certificate of insurance, covering the additional auto 
wreckers, with the city manager or designee. 
 
(c) The city manager or designee shall examine such supplemental auto wrecker applications, 
fees and policy certificates, and if the same are in order, shall issue a supplemental permit 
covering the additional auto wreckers. 
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(d) There will be no limit on the number of permits issued to any one applicant, whether the 
permits are transfer and service or unlimited. 
 
(e) Wrecker chip holders shall be allowed to increase the number of auto wreckers operated 
pursuant to a police-authorized tow agreement by complying with the provisions of this section 
and the provisions of said agreement. If the application is approved, a wrecker chip will be issued 
for each auto wrecker; however, only auto wreckers owned and operated by a vehicle storage 
facility located within the city limits will be allowed to respond to a police request for auto 
wreckers. Furthermore, only a total of five auto wreckers will be allowed to respond to a police 
request for auto wreckers on a first-come, first-served basis unless additional wreckers are 
requested by police. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-27; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; Ordinance 19-855, sec. 5, 
adopted 10/8/19; 2007 Code, sec. 44-284; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.079 Replacement of vehicle. 
 
Whenever a permittee wishes to discontinue the use of an auto wrecker during the period covered 
by the permit and replace such auto wrecker with another, the permittee shall file an affidavit 
stating that the use of the auto wrecker covered by the permit has been discontinued, and the 
permittee desires to use another auto wrecker in its place. A certificate from the permit holder’s 
surety or insurer shall be attached to the affidavit evidencing that such surety or insurer has been 
notified thereof and agrees thereto. The city manager or designee shall then issue to the permittee 
a supplemental permit covering the new auto wrecker and cause the description of the old auto 
wrecker to be canceled from the original permit. In the affidavit, certificate from the surety or 
insurer, and supplemental permit, the old and new auto wreckers shall be described by make, 
model, motor number, state tow tag number and state license number. (1991 Code, sec. 8-28; 
Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-285; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§5.13.080 Identification on vehicles. 
 
The city manager or designee is empowered to prescribe regulations for the displaying of signs on 
auto wreckers showing that the same have been licensed as herein provided. The name, address 
and telephone number of the permit holder shall be clearly visible and shall, at a minimum, meet 
the following requirements: 
 

(1) The name and telephone number of the permit holder shall be in letters three inches 
in height and located on the doors of the auto wrecker. 

 
(2) The address of the permit holder shall be two inches in height and located on the 

doors of the auto wrecker. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-29; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-286; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.081 Expiration. 
 
All permits issued under the provisions of this division shall expire on December 1 of each year. 
Applications for renewal and the renewal fee must be received 30 days prior to the permit 
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expiration date. (1991 Code, sec. 8-30; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, 
sec. 44-287) 
 
§5.13.082 Denial, suspension or revocation. 
 
Any permit issued under the provisions of this division may be denied, suspended, canceled or 
revoked by order of the chief of police for any of the following reasons: 
 

(1) The permit holder has not been in compliance with the requirements of this division 
at any time since the permit has been issued; 

 
(2) The permit holder has committed any violation of state law regulating auto wreckers; 

 
(3) The permit holder has committed any violation of the ordinances regulating auto 

wreckers; 
 

(4) The permit holder has violated any rules or regulations issued by the authority of the 
chief of police; 

 
(5) There have been three or more violations of the ordinances regulating auto wreckers 

within any one-year period by any one driver operating a wrecker of the permit 
holder or by any other agents or employees of the permit holder; 

 
(6) There have been four or more moving violations of the motor vehicle laws of the 

state within any one year by any one driver while operating a wrecker of the permit 
holder; 

 
(7) The permit holder knowingly supplied false or incomplete information to obtain or 

maintain a permit; 
 

(8) The permit holder has been convicted of a felony within the last three years, placed 
on probation, or convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude within ten years; or 

 
(9) The permit holder, his agent or employee fails to respond to wrecker calls from the 

police department in such a manner as to create unnecessary delays in the removal of 
wrecked or disabled vehicles from the roadway. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-31; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-288) 
 
§§5.13.083–5.13.110 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Wrecker Drivers 
 
§5.13.111 State operator’s license required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive an auto wrecker within the city unless such person is a 
duly licensed motor vehicle operator under state law. (1991 Code, sec. 8-35; Ordinance 97-507, 
sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-310) 
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§5.13.112 City license required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or drive a wrecker to perform nonconsent and/or 
police-authorized tows unless such person has been issued and holds a valid city wrecker 
operator’s license. (1991 Code, sec. 8-36; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 
Code, sec. 44-311) 
 
§5.13.113 Application. 
 
A person desiring a wrecker operator’s license required by this division shall make a written 
application therefor to the chief of police, which application shall be made upon a form W-4 
provided by the city and which shall contain the following information and be accompanied by 
the application fee: 
 

(1) The full name, age and specific address of the applicant; 
 

(2) The full name of the person or owner for whom the applicant proposes to be 
employed; 

 
(3) The citizenship and length of residence of the applicant in the United States; 

 
(4) A full personal description of the applicant including age, height, size, race, color of 

eyes, complexion and color of hair, body and facial marks, defects, and full 
fingerprints; 

 
(5) A statement of whether the applicant has been convicted of a felony and, if so, full 

information concerning the same; 
 

(6) A statement of whether the applicant has a police record with conviction of 
misdemeanor and, if so, full information concerning the same; 

 
(7) A statement of whether the applicant has been convicted of moving violations under 

the motor vehicle traffic laws of the state and, if so, full information concerning the 
same; and 

 
(8) The number and date of issuance of the state operator’s license issued to the 

applicant. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-36; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-312) 
 
§5.13.114 Investigation. 
 
(a) The chief of police shall make, or cause to be made, such investigation of the character of 
the applicant for a wrecker operator’s license required by this division as may be deemed 
consistent and judicious, and shall determine if the applicant is fit and proper to drive and operate 
an auto wrecker within the city in a manner consistent with the welfare of the citizenry of the city. 
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(b) The auto wrecker permit holder or the owner of the wrecker service shall make or cause to 
be made such investigation into the character, experience and qualifications of the applicant to 
ensure that the applicant is capable of safely and properly loading and towing motor vehicles 
without causing any damage to the towed vehicle or any property thereof. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-38; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-313) 
 
§5.13.115 Issuance. 
 
If the chief of police finds that the applicant is a fit person and properly qualified to receive a city 
wrecker operator’s license, he shall so certify to the city manager or designee and such license 
shall be issued. (1991 Code, sec. 8-39; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, 
sec. 44-314; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.13.116 Denial, suspension or revocation. 
 
A license issued under the provisions of this division may be denied, suspended, canceled or 
revoked by order of the chief of police for any of the following reasons: 
 

(1) The applicant or licensee has not been in compliance with the requirements of this 
division at any time since the license was issued; 

 
(2) The applicant or licensee committed any violation of state law regulating auto 

wreckers; 
 

(3) The applicant or licensee committed any violation of the ordinances regulating auto 
wreckers; 

 
(4) The applicant or licensee violated any rules or regulations issued by authority of the 

chief of police; 
 

(5) The applicant or licensee has more than two at-fault accidents within the last three 
years; 

 
(6) The applicant or licensee has more than four convictions for moving violations under 

the motor vehicle traffic laws of the state within the last three years; 
 

(7) The applicant or licensee knowingly supplied false or incomplete information to 
obtain or maintain a license; or 

 
(8) The applicant or licensee has been convicted of a felony within the last three years, 

placed on probation, or convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude within the last 
ten years. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-40; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-315) 
 
§5.13.117 Appeals. 
 
If the chief of police finds that the applicant is unfit to hold a wrecker operator’s license, the 
applicant for a license under this division shall have the right to appeal to the city council within 
ten days, which appeal shall be perfected by delivering, in writing, five copies of same to the city 
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council, stating that an appeal from the decision of the chief of police is desired and the facts 
regarding same. The city council will then, within a period of not more than 15 days after 
receiving such notice of appeal, grant a hearing thereof, and after the hearing of the appeal, shall 
within a period of five days, sustain or reverse the decision of the chief of police. If no appeal is 
taken from the findings made by the chief of police, within the time provided above, the decision 
of the chief of police shall be final; otherwise the decision of the city council shall become final. 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-41; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-316) 
 
§5.13.118 Identification cards. 
 
(a) Upon compliance with this division and approval of the license application, the applicant 
shall be issued a wrecker operator’s license which shall contain a full face photograph and a 
complete physical description of the licensee. Such license shall at all times be and remain the 
property of the city. 
 
(b) Such license shall remain in the possession of the wrecker driver at all times and shall be 
presented upon request to any police officer desiring to inspect same. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 8-42; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-317) 
 
§5.13.119 Duration. 
 
A wrecker operator’s license issued under this division shall be valid from the date of issuance 
until December 1 of each year. Applications for renewal and the renewal fee must be received 30 
days prior to the license expiration date. All wrecker operator’s licenses issued subsequent to 
April 15, 1996, and prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which this division is 
derived, unless sooner canceled, suspended or revoked pursuant to the terms of this article, shall 
remain valid until April 15, 1997. The license fee required by this division shall be applicable 
upon renewal of such licenses. (1991 Code, sec. 8-43; Ordinance 97-507, sec. 2, adopted 
11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-318) 
 
§5.13.120 Fee. 
 
A nonrefundable fee currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council 
from time to time must accompany an application for a wrecker operator’s license and any 
application for renewal of a license under this division. (1991 Code, sec. 8-44; Ordinance 97-507, 
sec. 2, adopted 11/20/96; 2007 Code, sec. 44-319) 
 
 

ARTICLE 5.14 TAXICABS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§5.14.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Business office means a place where business is conducted. 
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Conduct a taxicab business means the use of one or more taxicabs within the corporate limits of 
the city, by the owner thereof, for the purpose of carrying passengers for hire, either by driving 
the same himself or having the same driven by some other person, provided that this definition 
shall not apply to any licensed chauffeur hired as a driver by any person holding a permit to 
conduct a taxicab business in the city. 
 
Taxicab means a private passenger for-hire vehicle, however propelled, providing passenger 
transportation services in vehicles designed for carrying no more than eight passengers. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 29-1, 29-14; 1991 Code, sec. 30-1; 2007 Code, sec. 48-19) 
 
§5.14.002 Passenger buses excluded. 
 
The provisions of this article shall not apply to passenger buses operating under the regulations of 
the state railroad commission, and coming into or passing through the city, for the purpose of 
loading and unloading passengers. (1973 Code, sec. 29-2; 1991 Code, sec. 30-2; 2007 Code, sec. 
48-20) 
 
§5.14.003 Authority of council to fix charges and fares; display of fares. 
 
The city council shall have the power to fix the rates, charges and fares of all taxicabs operating 
within the city. There shall be displayed in a permanent place within every taxicab doing business 
within the city a map showing the various areas of the city and designating the fare to be charged 
in each area. (1973 Code, sec. 29-3; 1991 Code, sec. 30-3; 2007 Code, sec. 48-21) 
 
§5.14.004 Charging rate in excess of authorized rate. 
 
If any owner, driver, licensee or operator of any taxicab shall refuse to convey a passenger at the 
rate specified on the rate card displayed in the taxicab and shall demand and receive an amount in 
excess of the rates displayed on the card, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 
Code, sec. 29-4; 1991 Code, sec. 30-4; 2007 Code, sec. 48-22) 
 
§5.14.005 Ownership of vehicle. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person conducting a taxicab business in the city to use or operate, or 
cause to be used or operated, as a taxicab, any vehicle not owned or leased by him. (1973 Code, 
sec. 29-6; 1991 Code, sec. 30-5; 2007 Code, sec. 48-23) 
 
§5.14.006 Maximum number of passengers. 
 
It shall be unlawful to carry more than five passengers in any taxicab, and in no event shall more 
than two passengers ride in the front seat with the driver. (1973 Code, sec. 29-8; 1991 Code, sec. 
30-6; 2007 Code, sec. 48-24) 
 
§5.14.007 Transportation of criminals. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or owner to knowingly transport any criminal, narcotics 
peddler, prostitute, bootlegger or any other person in the commission of a crime or infraction of 
the law in any manner. (1973 Code, sec. 29-9; 1991 Code, sec. 30-7; 2007 Code, sec. 48-25) 
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§5.14.008 Acting on behalf of prostitutes or unlawful establishments. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any taxicab driver or owner to act in any manner as a contact for unlawful 
establishments of any character, or to knowingly transport any passenger to the abode of a 
prostitute. (1973 Code, sec. 29-10; 1991 Code, sec. 30-8; 2007 Code, sec. 48-26) 
 
§5.14.009 Consumption of alcoholic beverages in vehicle. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any driver or passenger of any taxicab to drink alcoholic beverages of any 
kind while inside the taxicab. (1973 Code, sec. 29-11; 1991 Code, sec. 30-9; 2007 Code, sec. 48-
27) 
 
§5.14.010 Sale of alcoholic beverages. 
 
No driver of a taxicab or owner of a taxicab shall engage in selling alcoholic beverages or 
soliciting business for any person selling alcoholic beverages. (1973 Code, sec. 29-12; 1991 
Code, sec. 30-10; 2007 Code, sec. 48-28) 
 
§5.14.011 Receiving and discharging passengers. 
 
No driver of a taxicab shall receive or discharge passengers in the roadway of any street, but shall 
drive to the right-hand sidewalk, as nearly as possible, or, in the absence of a sidewalk, to the 
extreme right-hand side of the road, and there receive or discharge passengers. (1973 Code, sec. 
29-13; 1991 Code, sec. 30-11; 2007 Code, sec. 48-29) 
 
§5.14.012 Business office required; telephone access. 
 
Any person conducting a taxicab business within the city shall maintain a business office within 
reasonable proximity to the city, and shall provide 24 hours per day telephone access for the 
purpose of receiving requests for service and service complaints. (1973 Code, sec. 29-14; 1991 
Code, sec. 30-12; Ordinance 00-554, secs. 1, 6, adopted 2/24/00; 2007 Code, sec. 48-30) 
 
§5.14.013 Advertising. 
 
Taxicab companies shall not be allowed to advertise for any business whose primary source of 
revenue is from the sale of alcoholic beverages. (1991 Code, sec. 30-13; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, 
adopted 7/12/90; 2007 Code, sec. 48-31) 
 
§§5.14.014–5.14.040 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Permit 
 
§5.14.041 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or to operate or to cause to be driven or operated any 
taxicab upon or over any street in the city unless there has been obtained for such taxicab, 
existing in full force and effect, a permit duly issued by the city manager or designee. (1973 
Code, sec. 29-25; 1991 Code, sec. 30-31; 2007 Code, sec. 48-51; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-115 

§5.14.042 Application. 
 
Before any person shall conduct a taxicab business in the city, he shall file with the city manager 
or designee an application to the city council for a permit to conduct such business in this city. 
The application shall state the name and address of such applicant, whether the applicant is an 
individual, firm or corporation, and if a firm the name and address of each member thereof and 
the number of vehicles proposed to be operated under such permit. (1973 Code, sec. 29-26; 1991 
Code, sec. 30-32; 2007 Code, sec. 48-52; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.043 Granting or denial. 
 
It shall be the duty of the city manager or designee, when an application for a permit required by 
this division is filed with him, at the next regular meeting of the city council following the filing 
of such application, to call the attention of the city council thereto. Upon consideration of such 
application, the city council may grant or refuse such permit, as in their discretion may seem to 
the best interest of the citizenship of the city, and the public in general. (1973 Code, sec. 29-27; 
1991 Code, sec. 30-33; 2007 Code, sec. 48-53; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.044 Contents. 
 
Each permit for the conduct of a taxicab business in the city shall be issued and signed by the city 
manager or designee and sealed with the seal of his office. It shall be dated on the day of its 
issuance; shall bear a serial number; shall show the name and address of the permittee; shall state 
that the permittee has been authorized by the city council to conduct a taxicab business in this city 
until the expiration on December 31 next following the date of issuance; and that the permit is 
subject to cancellation at any time by the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 29-28; 1991 Code, sec. 
30-34; 2007 Code, sec. 48-54; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.045 Fee. 
 
At the time of issuance of a permit, the permittee shall pay to the city a permit fee in accordance 
with the schedule currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council 
from time to time. Such permit fee shall be applicable for a 12-month period, ending December 
31; provided, however, that if such permit is granted for less than a full year, the permittee shall 
pay to the city an amount prorated according to the number of months for which the permit is 
issued. (1973 Code, sec. 29-29; 1991 Code, sec. 30-35; Ordinance 00-554, secs. 2, 6, adopted 
2/24/00; 2007 Code, sec. 48-55) 
 
§5.14.046 Expiration. 
 
Every permit issued under the provisions of this division shall expire at 12:00 midnight, 
December 31, of each year. (1973 Code, sec. 29-30; 1991 Code, sec. 30-36; 2007 Code, sec. 48-
56) 
 
§5.14.047 Additional vehicles. 
 
Each permittee under this division shall file with the city manager or designee a statement in 
writing under oath signed by him, showing the make, model, motor number and state license 
number of each taxicab. If at any time the holder of a taxicab permit shall desire to use any 
additional vehicles under the permit, he may do so only after he has made application to the city 
council for a permit to operate such additional vehicles and has had his application for such 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 5: Business Regulations 

 5-116 

permit granted, and he shall furnish to the city manager or designee the same information 
regarding such additional vehicles as is required in this section regarding those covered by the 
original permit and shall pay to the city manager or designee the fee herein provided. (1973 Code, 
sec. 29-31; 1991 Code, sec. 30-37; 2007 Code, sec. 48-57; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.048 Transfer prohibited. 
 
No permit issued under the terms of this division shall be transferred to any other person, nor 
shall such permit be used for the operation of any vehicle except for the vehicle for which the 
permit is issued. (1973 Code, sec. 29-32; 1991 Code, sec. 30-38; 2007 Code, sec. 48-58) 
 
§5.14.049 Display. 
 
The permit issued for the operation of a taxicab under the terms of this division shall be posted 
within the taxicab in a conspicuous place. (1973 Code, sec. 29-33; 1991 Code, sec. 30-39; 2007 
Code, sec. 48-59) 
 
§5.14.050 Inspection of vehicles; mechanical condition. 
 
All taxicabs shall be regularly maintained by a competent mechanic, and no taxicab shall be used 
in the providing of services hereunder unless such vehicle is in a good and safe mechanical 
condition. Every holder of a permit to conduct a taxicab business within the city shall have each 
and every taxicab used in the business inspected biannually and shall file with the city manager or 
designee at the time of permit renewal and six months thereafter a statement in writing signed by 
a competent resident mechanic showing that he has inspected each vehicle; the date of such 
inspection; the license number of each such vehicle; the name of the permittee and the serial 
number of his permit; and the lights, brakes and steering apparatus of all such vehicles so 
inspected by him are in good mechanical condition. A written statement shall also be required 
indicating that each vehicle so inspected by him is in good mechanical condition. A written 
statement shall also be required indicating that each vehicle has successfully passed and has been 
issued a valid state vehicle inspection certificate. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in lieu of the 
statement required by this section, a permit holder may submit proof of compliance with 
inspection and mechanical condition requirements of the City of Houston. (1991 Code, sec. 30-
40; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; Ordinance 00-554, secs. 3, 6, adopted 2/24/00; 
2007 Code, sec. 48-60; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.051 Inspection of meter. 
 
A written statement from the taxicab business owner indicating that the meter in each taxicab is 
correct and accurate shall be required biannually. The first statement shall be submitted at the 
time of permit renewal, with the second statement submitted six months later. (1991 Code, sec. 
30-40.1; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 Code, sec. 48-61) 
 
§5.14.052 Revocation. 
 
Any permit issued under the provisions of this division may be revoked by the city council for the 
violation by the licensee of any applicable provision of this code, state law or city ordinance, rule 
or regulation. (1973 Code, sec. 29-35; 1991 Code, sec. 30-41; 2007 Code, sec. 48-62) 
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§5.14.053 Identification on vehicles. 
 
Every holder of a permit granted under the terms of this division for a taxicab shall have and keep 
in fast colors contrasting with the color of the vehicle on each side of each and every vehicle used 
by him as a motor cab the words “Taxi Permit No. ______,” filling the blank with figures 
denoting the serial number of his permit. The letters and figures shall be not less than three inches 
in height. (1991 Code, sec. 30-42; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 Code, sec. 48-
63) 
 
§§5.14.054–5.14.080 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Liability Insurance 
 
§5.14.081 Required. 
 
Before any permit shall be issued to any owner or operator of a taxicab, or before any renewal of 
the permit shall be granted, the owner or operator shall be required to file with the city manager 
or designee, and thereafter keep in full force and effect, a liability policy in a form approved by 
the state department of insurance, issued by an insurance company duly authorized to transact 
liability insurance in the state, covering bodily injuries and injury to or destruction of property 
resulting from the operation of such vehicle or vehicles. (1973 Code, sec. 29-48; 1991 Code, sec. 
30-61; 2007 Code, sec. 48-85; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.082 Minimum amount of coverage. 
 
Liability insurance, or a qualified plan of self-insurance as authorized by law, of not less than 
currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time, 
shall be maintained covering the operation of each vehicle used to provide taxicab services 
hereunder. (1991 Code, sec. 30-62; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; Ordinance 00-554, 
secs. 4, 6, adopted 2/24/00; 2007 Code, sec. 48-86) 
 
§5.14.083 Persons protected. 
 
The public liability insurance required by this division shall be for the protection of the 
passengers of the insured taxicab and for the public, but shall not cover personal injuries 
sustained by the servants, agents or employees of the person filing the insurance. (1973 Code, 
sec. 29-50; 1991 Code, sec. 30-63; 2007 Code, sec. 48-87) 
 
§5.14.084 Provision for continuing liability. 
 
All policies of public liability insurance required by this division shall contain a provision for a 
continuing liability thereon up to the full amount thereof, notwithstanding any recovery thereon. 
(1973 Code, sec. 29-51; 1991 Code, sec. 30-64; 2007 Code, sec. 48-88) 
 
§5.14.085 Increase of amount upon return of execution unsatisfied. 
 
In the event of the return unsatisfied of any execution issued on any final judgment rendered 
against any taxicab owner in any suit for damages on account of injury to person or property 
occasioned by the operation of any taxicab, such owner, within ten days after the return of such 
execution unsatisfied, provided the judgment is still unpaid, shall increase the amount of his 
insurance by the amount of such judgment, and failing to do so shall forthwith cease the operation 
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of taxicabs in the city until such additional insurance is deposited or such judgment is paid. (1973 
Code, sec. 29-52; 1991 Code, sec. 30-65; 2007 Code, sec. 48-89) 
 
§5.14.086 Cancellation. 
 
(a) In the event that any insurer desires to be released from any insurance filed under this 
division, he may give written notice of such desire to the chief of police at least 30 days before he 
desires his liability released, and the chief of police shall thereupon give written notice, by 
personal delivery or by mail, to the insured and demand that he furnish new insurance by the 
expiration of the 30-day period provided for, and shall discharge such first insurer from any 
liability which shall accrue after the time of approval of such new policy, or shall discharge such 
first insurer after the expiration of such 30-day period. 
 
(b) In the event any policy is so cancelled upon the request of the insurer, and no new 
insurance policy is filed before the cancellation of the original insurance, the permit to operate 
taxicabs granted to the insured shall be automatically revoked. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 29-53; 1991 Code, sec. 30-66; 2007 Code, sec. 48-90) 
 
§5.14.087 City not liable for solvency of insurer; owner’s liability not affected; suits 
on policy. 
 
Neither the city nor any officer thereof shall be held liable for the pecuniary responsibility or 
solvency of any insurer under the provisions of this division, or in any manner become liable for 
any sum on account of any such claim or act or omission relating to the insured vehicle, nor shall 
the liability of the owner of any such vehicle be in any manner limited or changed by reason of 
the provisions of this division, but the judgment creditors having causes of action secured thereby 
shall be authorized to sue directly on such policy of insurance without impleading the city, and all 
persons known to any insurer to have been injured or damaged in the same accident and claiming 
damages thereunder may be made parties without priority of claim on payment in any suit had or 
instituted on account of such matters. (1973 Code, sec. 29-54; 1991 Code, sec. 30-67; 2007 Code, 
sec. 48-91) 
 
§§5.14.088–5.14.110 Reserved. 
 

Division 4. Drivers 
 
§5.14.111 State driver’s license required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a taxicab within the city unless he is duly licensed 
under state law. (1973 Code, sec. 29-66; 1991 Code, sec. 30-86; 2007 Code, sec. 48-111) 
 
§5.14.112 City license required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive a taxicab upon or over any street within the city 
without having first obtained from the city manager or designee a city taxicab driver’s license, 
unless the fare originates outside the city. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a person driving a 
taxicab upon the streets of the city shall not be deemed to be in violation of this section if such 
person has been issued and holds a valid and current taxicab driver’s license from the City of 
Houston. (1991 Code, sec. 30-87; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; Ordinance 00-554, 
secs. 5, 6, adopted 2/24/00; 2007 Code, sec. 48-112; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
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§5.14.113 Qualifications. 
 
Every person who may drive or operate any taxicab in the city shall be legally authorized to work 
in the city and must have resided in the state for at least six months next immediately preceding 
the date of his application for a city license. (1973 Code, sec. 29-68; 1991 Code, sec. 30-88; 2007 
Code, sec. 48-113) 
 
§5.14.114 Application. 
 
Any person desiring a license required by this division shall make a written application therefor 
to the chief of police, which application shall be made upon a form provided by the city and 
which shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) The full name, age and specific address of the applicant. 
 

(2) The full name of the person or owner for whom the applicant proposes to be 
employed. 

 
(3) The length of local residence of the applicant in the city and proof of United States 

citizenship and length of residence in the state. 
 

(4) A full personal description of the applicant including his age, height, size, race, color 
of eyes, complexion and color of hair, body and facial marks, defects, his full 
fingerprints and his photograph with his hat off, taken not more than three months 
before the submission of the application. 

 
(5) The experience that the applicant has had in rendering such service and if married or 

single and how many children in his immediate family and the specific address of his 
mother and father and where born. 

 
(6) Whether the applicant has been convicted of a felony and full information concerning 

same; likewise if the applicant has a police record with conviction of misdemeanor 
and full information concerning the same. 

 
(7) Whether the applicant has been convicted of violations of the law in the operation of 

motor vehicles, and if so, full information concerning the same. 
 

(8) The number and date of issuance of the state chauffeur’s license issued to the 
applicant. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 29-69; 1991 Code, sec. 30-89; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 
Code, sec. 48-114) 
 
§5.14.115 Investigation. 
 
The chief of police shall make, or cause to be made, such investigations of the character, 
experience and qualifications of the applicant for a license required by this division as may be 
deemed consistent and judicious, and shall determine whether or not the applicant is fit and 
proper to drive and operate a taxicab within the city in a manner consistent with the welfare of the 
citizenry of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 29-71; 1991 Code, sec. 30-91; 2007 Code, sec. 48-115) 
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§5.14.116 Issuance. 
 
If the chief of police shall find that the applicant is a fit person and properly qualified to receive a 
city chauffeur’s license, he shall so certify to the city manager or designee and such license shall 
be granted. (1973 Code, sec. 29-72; 1991 Code, sec. 30-92; 2007 Code, sec. 48-116; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§5.14.117 Appeals. 
 
If the chief of police has made his decision and declared same either the applicant for license 
under this division, or any duly qualified citizen of the city, shall have the right to appeal to the 
city council within ten days, which appeal shall be perfected by delivering, in writing, five copies 
of same to the city council, stating that an appeal from the decision of the chief of police is 
desired and the facts regarding same. The city council will then, within a period of not more than 
15 days, after receiving such notice of appeal, grant a hearing thereon, and after the hearing of the 
appeal, shall within a period of five days, sustain or reverse the decision of the chief of police. If 
no appeal is taken from the findings made by the chief of police, within the time provided in this 
section, the decision of the officer shall be final; otherwise, the decision of the city council shall 
become final. (1973 Code, sec. 29-73; 1991 Code, sec. 30-93; 2007 Code, sec. 48-117) 
 
§5.14.118 Identification cards. 
 
(a) Upon compliance with this division and the issuance of a license, the applicant shall be 
issued at the time of actual issuance of such license, two identification cards, which shall contain 
the full-view photograph of the applicant along with his complete description, residence address 
and his fingerprints and classification. 
 
(b) One of such cards shall be displayed inside the taxicab so as to be conspicuous to 
passengers, and the other shall be carried on the person of the licensee at all times he is engaged 
in driving a taxicab within the city. 
 
(c) The photographs mentioned in subsection (a) of this section shall be furnished by and at the 
expense of the applicant. 
 
(d) Upon separation from the taxicab company, the driver shall relinquish the identification 
cards to the business owner. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 29-74; 1991 Code, sec. 30-94; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 
Code, sec. 48-118) 
 
§5.14.119 Transfer prohibited. 
 
No license issued under this division shall be transferable. (1973 Code, sec. 29-75; 1991 Code, 
sec. 30-95; 2007 Code, sec. 48-119) 
 
§5.14.120 Duration. 
 
Every license issued under this division shall be valid for a period of 12 months from its date of 
issuance. (1973 Code, sec. 29-76; 1991 Code, sec. 30-96; 2007 Code, sec. 48-120) 
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§5.14.121 Fee. 
 
A fee shall be charged, as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city 
council from time to time, for the issuance of a license under this division. (1991 Code, sec. 30-
97; Ordinance 90-439, sec. I, adopted 7/12/90; 2007 Code, sec. 48-121) 
 
§5.14.122 Appearance. 
 
It shall be the responsibility of every person operating a taxicab business or service in the city to 
require the drivers in his employ to be neat and clean in appearance while on duty. (1973 Code, 
sec. 29-78; 1991 Code, sec. 30-98; 2007 Code, sec. 48-122) 
 
§5.14.123 Solicitation of business. 
 
No driver of a taxicab shall solicit patronage in a loud or annoying tone of voice or in any manner 
annoy any person or obstruct the movement of any person or follow any person for the purpose of 
soliciting patronage. (1973 Code, sec. 29-79; 1991 Code, sec. 30-99; 2007 Code, sec. 48-123) 
 
§5.14.124 Property left in vehicle. 
 
All drivers of taxicabs shall promptly deliver to the police department, or to authorized agencies 
of their companies, all property left in such vehicles by passengers. (1973 Code, sec. 29-80; 1991 
Code, sec. 30-100; 2007 Code, sec. 48-124) 
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ARTICLE 6.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§6.01.001 Fire lanes. 
 
(a) Designation. The fire marshal may designate fire lanes on the property of shopping centers, 
hospitals, apartment houses, assembly buildings and schools, as defined herein, appurtenant to 
buildings or the entrances or exits to stores, groups of stores or buildings where, in his opinion, 
such areas must be kept free of parked vehicles and other obstructions to provide ready access to 
such stores, groups of stores or buildings, in case of fires or other emergencies. The designation 
by the fire marshal of such fire lanes shall never be held to make the city responsible for the 
maintenance of such area. The official record of the designation and location of any such fire lane 
shall be kept in the office of the fire marshal and under the custody and control of fire marshal. 
 
(b) Approval of plans. The building department of the city shall submit plot plans of proposed 
shopping centers, hospitals, apartment houses, assembly buildings and schools, prior to the 
issuance of a building permit thereon, to the fire marshal, for his review and approval of the 
adequacy of fire lanes provided therefor. 
 
(c) Notice of designation; signs and markings. Upon the designation of the fire lane pursuant to 
this section, the fire marshal shall give notice of such designation to the owner of such shopping 
centers, hospitals, apartment houses, assembly buildings, schools or businesses, directing the 
owner to establish the fire lanes to the following specifications: All curbs must be painted red and 
be conspicuously and legibly marked with the warning “FIRE LANE–TOW AWAY ZONE” in 
white letters at least three inches tall, at intervals not exceeding 50 feet. If a curb does not exist, 
one permanent sign shall be posted in the approximate center of a fire lane no more than ten feet 
in length. Fire lanes more than ten feet in length shall be marked by a permanent sign posted at 
both ends of the fire lane as well as a spacing of one sign every 30 feet of the length of the fire 
lane. Parking surface painting and signs shall be of a standard size and color, as well as standard 
lettering and sign mounting conforming to pattern drawings or samples of the same. Such pattern 
drawings or samples shall be obtained from the fire marshal division of the city. 
 
(d) Parking in fire lane. It is hereby declared unlawful to park any vehicle other than an 
authorized emergency vehicle in any fire lane as defined thereof. Where markings or signs or 
markings provided for herein are not in proper position and are not sufficiently legible to be seen 
by an ordinarily observant person, it shall be a defense to any alleged violation hereof. 
 
(e) Defacing or removing signs. It is hereby declared to be unlawful for any person, without 
lawful authority, to attempt to or in fact, alter, deface, injure, knock down or remove any sign 
designating a fire lane which has been erected under the terms of this section. 
 
(f) Removal of vehicles. Any vehicle which shall be or remains standing or parked in a fire 
lane, as designated in this section, may be removed by any certified peace officer who is 
empowered to issue citations in the city, authority for this action being given by order of the chief 
of police and the fire marshal of the city. 
 
(g) Liability. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to relieve or lessen the 
responsibility of any person who shall leave his vehicle parked in a fire lane in the city in such a 
manner that the same may be impounded, nor shall the city be held as assuming such liability by 
reason of impounding or causing to be impounded such vehicle. 
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(h) Closing fire lane. No owner, manager or person in charge of any premises served by a 
required fire lane shall abandon or close such fire lane without the permission of the fire marshal. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-89; 1991 Code, sec. 11-78; Ordinance 99-540, sec. 3, adopted 7/8/99; 2007 
Code, sec. 18-77) 
 
§6.01.002 Installation of fire sprinkler systems. 
 
(a) License required. It shall be unlawful for any person other than an approved and licensed 
automatic fire sprinkler contractor to install or maintain any automatic fire sprinkler system in 
this city in accordance with the regulations adopted by the state department of insurance 
pertaining to the licensure and approval of persons and companies of this type. 
 
(b) Responsibilities of contractor. The responsibility of the automatic sprinkler contractor, in 
regard to system design, shall be all-inclusive of all installations from the point of connection at 
the city main to the termination point of the system. This shall be inclusive of, but not limited to, 
all underground piping, surge tanks, fire pumps, jockey pumps, etc. 
 
(c) Permit. The permit and fee for the installation or revisions of a fire sprinkler system shall 
be set by the city council. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-6; 1991 Code, sec. 11-1; Ordinance 94-475, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/94; 2007 
Code, sec. 18-1) 
 
§6.01.003 Fire alarm permit. 
 
(a) Permit required. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or permit the installation of a 
fire alarm system within or outside a commercial business or multifamily residential dwelling 
unless a fire alarm permit has been issued by the city’s building official. 
 
(b) Plans required. No permit shall be issued until the applicant has submitted to the city 
building official and the city fire marshal a detailed set of plans, blueprints, schematics, and/or 
diagrams for review and approval, which shall show compliance with the provisions of this 
section as well as current building, electrical, and fire codes. 
 
(c) Application fee. Whenever a fire alarm application is filed with the city, such application 
shall be accompanied by a fee in such amount as may be set forth from time to time by resolution 
of the city council. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person who shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal 
negligence violate any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the general penalty provided in 
section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 16-781, sec. 1, adopted 6/9/16; 2007 Code, sec. 18-4; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§6.01.004 Kitchen fire suppression system permit. 
 
(a) Permit required. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or permit the installation of a 
kitchen fire suppression system within a commercial business or multifamily residential dwelling 
unless a kitchen fire suppression system permit has been issued by the city’s building official. 
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(b) Plans required. No permit shall be issued until the applicant has submitted to the city 
building official and the city fire marshal a detailed set of plans, blueprints, schematics, and/or 
diagrams for review and approval, which shall show compliance with the provisions of this 
section as well as current building, electrical and fire codes. 
 
(c) Application fee. Whenever a kitchen fire suppression system application is filed with the 
city, such application shall be accompanied by a fee in such amount as may be set forth from time 
to time by resolution of the city council. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person who shall intentionally, knowingly, recklessly, or with criminal 
negligence violate any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the general penalty provided in 
section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 16-781, sec. 2, adopted 6/9/16; 2007 Code, sec. 18-5; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§6.01.005 Storage of motor vehicles under stairs, balconies, etc.. 
 
It shall be unlawful to park or let stand any motorcycle, motorbike, moped, go-cart, three-wheeler 
or other such motor vehicle under stairs, balconies, terraces or stoops in any apartment complex 
in the city limits. (1973 Code, sec. 11-7; 1991 Code, sec. 11-2; 2007 Code, sec. 18-2) 
 
§6.01.006 Use of outdoor cookers under patios, balconies or stairs. 
 
It shall be unlawful for a person to operate any type of outdoor cooking device (barbeque pit, 
smoker, broiler, etc.) on or under patios, balconies or stairs in any apartment complex in the city 
limits. (1973 Code, sec. 11-8; 1991 Code, sec. 11-3; Ordinance 95-486, secs. 1, 2, adopted 
5/24/95; 2007 Code, sec. 18-3) 
 
§6.01.007 Trains to be moved from crossing upon sounding of fire alarm. 
 
Whenever any fire alarm is sounded, the conductor or, in his absence, the engineer of any railway 
train which may be standing or moving across any railway grade crossing which may be in the 
path of fire apparatus en route to a fire shall immediately remove, or cause to be removed, such 
train from such grade crossing [and leave the crossing] open and free for vehicular passage for a 
period of at least ten minutes after the fire alarm shall begin to sound. (1973 Code, sec. 11-87; 
1991 Code, sec. 11-36; 2007 Code, sec. 18-28) 
 
 

ARTICLE 6.02 FIRE DEPARTMENT 
 
§6.02.001 Created; chief. 
 
There is hereby created and established a fire department in and for the city, which shall be under 
the direct supervision of the chief of such department. During the absence or disability of the 
chief, the city manager shall designate some properly qualified person to perform the duties of 
such office. (1973 Code, sec. 11-81; 1991 Code, sec. 11-31; 2007 Code, sec. 18-25) 
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§6.02.002 Paid personnel. 
 
Included in the personnel of the fire department shall be such full-time paid or part-time paid 
employees as the city council may direct from time to time. The hours of employment of paid 
members and the compensation to be paid such members shall be fixed by the city council. (1973 
Code, sec. 11-82; 1991 Code, sec. 11-32; 2007 Code, sec. 18-26) 
 
§6.02.003 Volunteer members; officers; drills. 
 
The volunteer members of the fire department may organize and adopt such bylaws, rules and 
regulations which shall be consistent with the laws of the state, and ordinances of the city, and 
shall be subject to the approval of the city council. The officers of the department may be chosen 
by the members thereof. The department shall be required to hold at least two drills each month, 
and the total period of drills each month shall cover at least four hours; the conduct of the drills 
shall be in accordance with the drills outlined by the Texas A&M training school. (1973 Code, 
sec. 11-83; 1991 Code, sec. 11-33; 2007 Code, sec. 18-27) 
 
 

ARTICLE 6.03 FIRE MARSHAL 
 
§6.03.001 Office created. 
 
The office of fire marshal is hereby created in and for the city. (1973 Code, sec. 11-17; 1991 
Code, sec. 11-61; 2007 Code, sec. 18-61) 
 
§6.03.002 Organization. 
 
The office of the fire marshal shall operate as a unit within the fire department, with the fire 
marshal reporting directly to the fire chief. (1973 Code, sec. 11-18; 1991 Code, sec. 11-62; 
Ordinance 12-712, sec. 2, adopted 1/10/13; 2007 Code, sec. 18-62) 
 
§6.03.003 Qualifications. 
 
The person appointed fire marshal shall be properly qualified for the duties of his office in 
accordance with recognized standards. (1973 Code, sec. 11-20; 1991 Code, sec. 11-63; 2007 
Code, sec. 18-63) 
 
§6.03.004 Compensation. 
 
The fire marshal shall receive a salary to be determined by the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 11-
22; 1991 Code, sec. 11-65; 2007 Code, sec. 18-64) 
 
§6.03.005 Duty to investigate fires. 
 
The fire marshal shall investigate the cause, origin and circumstances of every fire occurring 
within this city by which property has been destroyed or damaged, and shall especially make 
investigation as to whether such fire was the result of carelessness or design. Such investigation 
shall be begun within 24 hours, not including Sunday, of the occurrence of such fire. (1973 Code, 
sec. 11-23; 1991 Code, sec. 11-66; 2007 Code, sec. 18-65) 
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§6.03.006 Taking of testimony generally. 
 
The fire marshal, when in his opinion further investigation is necessary, shall take or cause to be 
taken the testimony, on oath, of all persons supposed to be cognizant of any facts or to have 
means of knowledge in relation to the matter under investigation, and shall cause the same to be 
reduced to writing. (1973 Code, sec. 11-24; 1991 Code, sec. 11-67; 2007 Code, sec. 18-66) 
 
§6.03.007 Power to summon witnesses, obtain evidence, and administer oaths. 
 
The fire marshal shall have the power to summon witnesses before him to testify in relation to 
any matter which is by the provisions of this article subject to inquiry and investigation, and may 
require the production of any book, paper or document deemed pertinent thereto. The fire marshal 
is hereby authorized and empowered to administer oaths and affirmations to any persons 
appearing as witnesses before him. (1973 Code, sec. 11-25; 1991 Code, sec. 11-68; 2007 Code, 
sec. 18-67) 
 
§6.03.008 Investigations may be private; separation of witnesses. 
 
All investigations held by or under the direction of the fire marshal may, in his discretion, be 
private, and persons other than those required to be present may be excluded from the place 
where such investigation is held, and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from each other 
and not allowed to communicate with each other until they have been examined. (1973 Code, sec. 
11-26; 1991 Code, sec. 11-69; 2007 Code, sec. 18-68) 
 
§6.03.009 Duty when evidence indicates arson. 
 
If the fire marshal shall be of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to charge any person 
with the crime of arson, or with the attempt to commit the crime of arson, or of conspiracy to 
defraud, or criminal conduct, in connection with such fire, he shall cause such person to be 
lawfully arrested and charged with such offense or either of them, and shall furnish to the proper 
prosecuting attorney all such evidence, together with the names of witnesses and all of the 
information obtained by him, including a copy of all pertinent and material testimony taken in the 
case. (1973 Code, sec. 11-27; 1991 Code, sec. 11-70; 2007 Code, sec. 18-69) 
 
§6.03.010 Misconduct of witnesses. 
 
Any witness who refuses to be sworn, or who refuses to appear or testify, or who disobeys any 
lawful order of the fire marshal, or who fails or refuses to produce any book, paper or document 
touching any matter under examination, or who is guilty of any contemptuous conduct during any 
of the proceedings of the fire marshal in the matter of such investigation or inquiry, after being 
summoned to give testimony in relation to any matter under investigation as aforesaid, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. It shall be the duty of the fire marshal to cause all such 
offenders to be prosecuted. (1973 Code, sec. 11-28; 1991 Code, sec. 11-71; 2007 Code, sec. 18-
70) 
 
§6.03.011 Right of entry on premises where fire has occurred. 
 
The fire marshal shall have the authority at all times of the day or night, when necessary, in the 
performance of the duties imposed upon him by the provisions of this article, to enter upon and 
examine any building or premises where any fire has occurred, and other buildings and premises 
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adjoining or near the same, which authority shall be exercised only with reason and good 
discretion. (1973 Code, sec. 11-29; 1991 Code, sec. 11-72; 2007 Code, sec. 18-71) 
 
§6.03.012 Inspections for fire hazards. 
 
The fire marshal, upon complaint of any person having interest in any building or property 
adjacent, and without any complaint, shall have the right at all reasonable hours, for the purpose 
of examination, to enter into and upon all buildings and premises within the city. It shall be his 
duty, monthly or more often, to enter upon and make, or cause to be entered and made, a 
thorough examination of all mercantile, manufacturing and public buildings, together with the 
premises belonging thereto. (1973 Code, sec. 11-30; 1991 Code, sec. 11-73; 2007 Code, sec. 18-
72) 
 
§6.03.013 Correction of dangerous conditions. 
 
Whenever the fire marshal shall find any building or other structure which, for want of repair, or 
by reason of age or dilapidated condition, or for any cause, is especially liable to fire, and which 
is so situated as to endanger other buildings or property, or so occupied that fire would endanger 
persons or property therein, and whenever he shall find an improper or dangerous arrangement of 
stoves, ranges, furnaces or other heating appliances of any kind whatsoever, including chimneys, 
flues and pipes with which the same may be connected, or a dangerous arrangement of lighting 
devices or systems, or a dangerous or unlawful storage of explosives, compounds, petroleum, 
gasoline, kerosene, dangerous chemicals, vegetable products, ashes or combustible, inflammable 
and refuse materials, or other conditions which may be dangerous in character or liable to cause 
or promote fire or create conditions dangerous to the firemen or occupants, he shall order the 
same to be removed or remedied, and such order shall be forthwith complied with by the owner 
or occupant of such building or premises. If the owner or occupant deems himself aggrieved by 
such order, he may, within five days, appeal to the city manager, who shall investigate the cause 
of the complaint, and unless by his authority the order is revoked within 14 days, such order shall 
remain in force and be forthwith complied with by such owner or occupant. (1973 Code, sec. 11-
31; 1991 Code, sec. 11-74; 2007 Code, sec. 18-73) 
 
§6.03.014 Record of fires. 
 
The fire marshal shall keep in his office a record of all fires occurring within the city, together 
with all facts, statistics and circumstances, including the origin of the fires and the amount of loss, 
which may be determined by the investigation required by this article. (1973 Code, sec. 11-32; 
1991 Code, sec. 11-75; 2007 Code, sec. 18-74) 
 
§6.03.015 Attendance at fires. 
 
The fire marshal shall answer fire alarms and be present at all fires within the city whenever 
possible and practical. (1973 Code, sec. 11-33; 1991 Code, sec. 11-76; 2007 Code, sec. 18-75) 
 
§6.03.016 Monthly reports. 
 
At the end of each month, the fire marshal shall report to the state fire marshal, with copies to the 
city manager and city council, all existing hazardous conditions, together with separate reports on 
each fire in the city during the month. (1973 Code, sec. 11-34; 1991 Code, sec. 11-77; 2007 
Code, sec. 18-76) 
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ARTICLE 6.04 FIRE CODE 

 
§6.04.001 Adopted; amendments. 
 
(a) Adoption. There is hereby adopted by the city council the 2018 International Fire 
Prevention Code, 2018 edition, as published by the International Code Council, and all codes and 
standards mentioned therein, including appendices thereto, for the purpose of establishing rules 
and regulations governing fire prevention and fire activities within the city, save and except such 
portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified, or amended, and the same is hereby adopted and 
incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling 
within the city. A copy of such code is in the office of the city secretary. 
 
(b) Modifications. 
 

(1) Chapter 3, section 307.1 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 
adopted with changes to read as follows: 

 
It shall be unlawful for any person within the city limits, in any way, to intentionally, 
knowingly or carelessly burn or cause to be burned, or to suffer, allow or permit to be 
burned, outdoors any combustibles, including but not limited to grass, weeds, timber, 
rubbish, leaves or other natural or synthetic materials, garbage, trash, rubbish, litter, 
solid waste, hazardous waste or any such like substances, on any street, alley, lot or 
premises, whether owned by the person or not. Such prohibited fires shall include 
bonfires and recreational fires not in compliance herewith. The following exceptions 
to burning apply: 

 
(A) Outdoor burning is allowed without a permit, when used solely for 

recreational or ceremonial purposes [or] in the noncommercial 
preparation of food or for generating warmth in cold (below 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit), and provided further, no fire shall be larger than 18 cubic 
feet or 9 square feet and shall be fueled only by split and seasoned 
hardwoods or coal and contained in an appropriate outdoor fireplace 
heating or outdoor cooking device designated and constructed for such 
purpose in compliance with this section. 

 
(B) On-site land clearing on lots of greater than one (1) acre upon which the 

owner intends to clear the lot itself of selected trees, brush and other 
plant growth if approved in writing by the fire marshal, burning may be 
permitted in a manner approved by the fire marshal, and the on-site land 
clearing is conducted in compliance with federal, state and local laws and 
regulations. A permit shall be acquired and approved safety measures 
shall be employed. Land clearing shall not include maintenance burning 
of on-site property wastes such as fallen limbs, branches, or leaves. 

 
(2) Chapter 5, section 503.2.1 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 

adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 26 feet 
(7,925 mm), exclusive of shoulders, except for approved security gates in accordance 
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with section 503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 
inches (4,115 mm). 

 
(3) Chapter 9, section 903.2.8, “Group R,” of the 2018 International Fire Prevention 

Code is hereby adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with section 903.3 shall be 
provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area, including multifamily 
structures, townhouses, triplex and quadplex apartments with no minimum square 
footage and regardless of any fire rated walls, shall have a fire sprinkler system 
installed, when they contain three or more dwelling units. 

 
(4) Chapter 9, section 903.2.4 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 

adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

An automatic sprinkler system shall be provided throughout all buildings containing 
a Group F-1 and F-2 occupancy where one of the following conditions exist: 

 
(A) A group F-1 or F-2 fire area exceeds 10,000 square feet. 

 
(B) A Group F-1 or F-2 fire area is located more than three stories above 

grade plane. 
 

(C) The combined area of all Group F-1 and F-2 fire areas on all floors, 
including any mezzanines, exceeds 10,000 square feet. 

 
(D) A group F-1 occupancy used for the manufacture of upholstered furniture 

or mattresses exceeds 2,500 square feet or 232 square meters. 
 

(5) All sections of chapter 9 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code referencing a 
fire area of 12,000 square feet are hereby amended to reference a reduced fire area of 
10,000 square feet, including Group A, E, F, H, I, M, and S. New construction and 
renovations consisting of 50% or more shall install a fire sprinkler system. 

 
(6) Minimum separation for residential structures. Any reference to the minimum 

separation distance between residential structures, including one (1) and two (2) 
family dwellings, that do not have fire sprinkler systems in the 2018 International 
Fire Prevention Code shall have a minimum separation of at least seven and one-half 
(7.5) feet. 

 
(7) Chapter 9, section 903.2 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 

adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

903.2 Where required. Approved automatic sprinkler systems in new buildings and 
structures shall be provided in the locations described in Sections 903.2.1 through 
903.2.12. All occupancy classifications (A, B, E, F, H, I, M, R, S, U) where the Fire 
Access Road is further than 150 feet from any portion of the building shall install an 
automatic sprinkler system. The fire area size and/or use of the occupancy shall have 
no bearing on the installation of the automatic sprinkler system. 
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(8) Chapter 5, section 503.1.1 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 
adopted with changes to read as follows: 

 
503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus access roads shall be 
provided for every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constructed or 
moved into or within the jurisdiction. The fire apparatus access road shall comply 
with the requirements of this section and shall extend to within 150 feet (45,720 mm) 
of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story of 
the building as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or 
facility. 

 
Exceptions: 

 
1.0 The fire code official is authorized to increase the dimension of the 150 feet 
(45,720 mm) where any of the following conditions occur: 

 
1.1 The building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system 
installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1, 903.3.1.2 or 903.3.1.3. 

 
1.2 Fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed because of location on property, 
topography, waterways, nonnegotiable grades or other similar conditions, and an 
approved alternative means of fire protection is provided. All approved alternate 
means of fire protection shall be installed with an Automatic Sprinkler System, in 
accordance with Section 903.2. 

 
1.3 There are not more than two Group R-3 or Group U occupancies. 

 
(9) Chapter 5, Section 507.2 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 

adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

507.2 Type of water supply. A water supply shall consist of water mains capable of 
providing the required fire flow. All water mains shall be a minimum of 8 inches in 
diameter. This shall include public and private water mains. 

 
(10) Chapter 5, Section 507.5.1 of the 2018 International Fire Prevention Code is hereby 

adopted with changes to read as follows: 
 

507.5.1 Where required. Where a portion of the facility or building hereafter 
constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction is more than 300 feet (91.44 m) 
from a hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved route 
around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site fire hydrants and mains shall be 
provided where required by the fire code official. 

 
Exceptions: 

 
1. For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies, the distance requirement shall be 

300 feet (91.44 m). 
 

2. For buildings equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler 
system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.1.2, the distance 
requirement shall be 300 feet (91.44 m). 
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(11) NFPA 24, section 5.2.1 and section 5.2.1.2 are hereby adopted with changes to read 

as follows: 
 

NFPA 24 Section 5.2.1 Private fire service mains. Pipe size shall not be less than 
eight (8) inches in diameter. 

 
NFPA 24 Section 5.2.1.2 Mains that supply fire hydrants. Pipe size shall not be less 
than eight (8) inches in diameter. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 11-101; Ordinance 89-428, sec. 1, adopted 3/9/89; Ordinance 02-569, sec. II, 
adopted 3/28/02; Ordinance 14-733, sec. 3, adopted 4/24/14; Ordinance 15-766, sec. 1, adopted 
11/12/15; Ordinance 16-793, sec. 1, adopted 1/12/17; Ordinance 17-794, sec. 1, adopted 1/12/17; 
Ordinance 19-836, sec. 5, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 Code, sec. 18-98; Ordinance 21-904 adopted 
8/12/21; Ordinance 22-921 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§6.04.002 Conflicting regulations. 
 
In the event of any conflict between the provisions of the fire prevention code adopted by this 
article and the other provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations, the 
provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances, rules or regulations shall prevail and be 
controlling. (1973 Code, sec. 11-47; 1991 Code, sec. 11-102; 2007 Code, sec. 18-99) 
 
§6.04.003 Bureau of fire prevention. 
 
(a) Established. The fire prevention code shall be enforced by the bureau of fire prevention in 
the fire department, which is hereby established, and which shall be operated under the 
supervision of the chief of the fire department. 
 
(b) Technical inspectors. The chief of the fire department may detail such members of the fire 
department as inspectors as shall from time to time be necessary. The chief of the fire department 
shall recommend to the city manager the employment of technical inspectors who, when such 
authorization is made, shall be selected through an examination to determine their fitness for the 
position. The examination shall be open to members and nonmembers of the fire department, and 
appointments made after examination shall be for an indefinite term with removal only for cause. 
 
(c) Reports and recommendations. A report of the bureau of fire prevention shall be made 
annually and transmitted to the chief executive officer of the municipality. It shall contain all 
proceedings under the code, with such statistics as the chief of the fire department may wish to 
include therein. The chief of the fire department shall also recommend any amendments to the 
code which, in his judgment, shall be desirable. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-48; 1991 Code, sec. 11-103; Ordinance 12-712, sec. 3, adopted 1/10/13; 
2007 Code, sec. 18-100) 
 
§6.04.004 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Corporation counsel, when used in the fire prevention code, means the city attorney. 
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Municipality, when used in the fire prevention code, means the City of Humble, Texas. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-49; 1991 Code, sec. 11-104; 2007 Code, sec. 18-101) 
 
§6.04.005 Granting of modifications. 
 
The fire chief shall have power to modify any of the provisions of the fire prevention code upon 
application in writing by the owner or lessee, or his duly authorized agent, when there are 
practical difficulties in the way of carrying out the strict letter of the code, provided that the spirit 
of the code shall be observed, public safety secured and substantial justice done. The particulars 
of such modification when granted or allowed and the decision of the fire chief thereon shall be 
entered upon the records of the department and a signed copy shall be furnished the applicant. 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-54; 1991 Code, sec. 11-105; 2007 Code, sec. 18-102) 
 
§6.04.006 Appeals. 
 
Whenever the fire chief shall disapprove an application or refuse to grant a permit applied for, or 
when it is claimed that the provisions of the code do not apply or that the true intent and meaning 
of the code have been misconstrued or wrongly interpreted, the applicant may appeal from the 
decision of the fire chief to the city council within 30 days from the date of the decision appealed. 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-55; 1991 Code, sec. 11-106; 2007 Code, sec. 18-103) 
 
§6.04.007 New materials, processes or occupancies which may require permits. 
 
The city manager, the chief of the fire department and the chief of the bureau of fire prevention 
shall act as a committee to determine and specify, after giving affected persons an opportunity to 
be heard, any new materials, processes or occupancies which shall require permits, in addition to 
those now enumerated in said code. The chief of the bureau of fire prevention shall post such list 
in a conspicuous place in his office and distribute copies thereof to interested persons. (1973 
Code, sec. 11-56; 1991 Code, sec. 11-107; 2007 Code, sec. 18-104) 
 
§6.04.008 Violations; penalty. 
 
(a) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of the code adopted by this article or 
fail to comply therewith, or who shall violate or fail to comply with any order made thereunder, 
or who shall build in violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans submitted and 
approved thereunder, or any certificate or permit issued thereunder, and from which no appeal has 
been taken, or who shall fail to comply with such an order as affirmed or modified by the city 
council or by a court of competent jurisdiction, within the time fixed therein, shall severally, for 
each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, be guilty of a misdemeanor. The 
imposition of one penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to continue. 
All such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or defects within a 
reasonable time. When not otherwise specified, each ten days that prohibited conditions are 
maintained shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(b) The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal of 
prohibited conditions. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-57; 1991 Code, sec. 11-108; 2007 Code, sec. 18-105) 
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ARTICLE 6.05 ABOVE-GROUND STORAGE OF FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE 

LIQUIDS 
 
§6.05.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Flammable and combustible liquids (see International Fire Code) means liquids with a flash point 
below 200 degrees Fahrenheit (93 degrees Celsius) and liquids with flash points above 200 
degrees Fahrenheit (93 degrees Celsius) which are exposed to storage conditions, use conditions 
or process operations where they are naturally or artificially heated to or above their flash point. 
 
Premises means a parcel of land, which may include one or more contiguous platted lots, 
occupied or intended for occupancy for a particular use or set of uses, including buildings 
together with accessory buildings, the yard area and parking spaces. 
 
Vaulted above-ground tank means any UL listed (Standard 142, Steel Aboveground Tanks for 
Flammable and Combustible Liquids) steel tank, all portions of which shall be enclosed in a 
secondary containment and encased with six inches of reinforced concrete and the complete 
structure shall be UL listed in accordance with UL Subject 2085, Protected Type. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 11-165; Ordinance 99-540, sec. 5, adopted 7/8/99; 2007 Code, sec. 18-124) 
 
§6.05.002 General requirements. 
 
(a) The requirements of the International Fire Code, 2018 edition, shall apply to all above-
ground tanks used for the outside storage and dispensing of flammable and combustible liquids in 
excess of 60 gallons. Refineries, bulk and processing plants, and distilleries shall abide by NFPA 
30 and pertinent sections referenced in the remainder of the International Fire Code. 
 
(b) The fire official may impose additional requirements to reduce the level of hazard for a 
proposed installation. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 11-166; Ordinance 99-540, sec. 5, adopted 7/8/99; 2007 Code, sec. 18-125; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§6.05.003 Tank capacity and construction standards; site requirements; dispensing 
devices. 
 
(a) Maximum capacity. Each vaulted above-ground tank shall not exceed 12,000 gallons. The 
total cumulative capacity of all vaulted above-ground tanks shall not exceed 50,000 gallons per 
premises, subject to the approval of the fire official. Each non-vaulted above-ground tank shall 
not exceed 1,000 gallons per premises. In no event shall the total cumulative capacity of all 
vaulted or non-vaulted above-ground tanks exceed 40,000 gallons per premises. 
 
(b) Tank construction and venting. All above-ground tanks shall be constructed and vented 
according to applicable American Petroleum Institute (API) Standards, NFPA 30 and 30A, and 
shall be UL listed. 
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(c) Vaulted above-ground tanks. 
 

(1) All vaulted above-ground tanks shall consist of an interior steel tank which is UL 
listed in accordance with UL Standard 142 (Steel Aboveground Tanks for Flammable 
and Combustible Liquids) and a secondary containment liner located within the 
concrete vault. The entire vaulted tank assembly shall be UL listed in accordance 
with UL Subject 2085, Protected Type. 

 
(2) All interior steel tanks of vaulted above-ground tanks shall meet the requirements of 

NFPA 30 for above-ground tanks, including those for venting. 
 

(3) All steel tank openings within the vaulted above-ground tanks shall be threaded 
except for detector tubes. 

 
(4) All portions of the interior steel tank within each vaulted above-ground tank, and the 

secondary containment, shall be enclosed in no less than six inches of reinforced 
concrete with all penetrations located above the normal liquid level. 

 
(5) All vaults for vaulted above-ground tanks shall be placed on a reinforced concrete 

pad adequate to support the loading of a full vault and in accordance with 
manufacturers recommendations. 

 
(6) All vaults for vaulted above-ground tanks shall be constructed with a five-gallon 

minimum overfill containment protection. 
 

(7) All vaults for vaulted above-ground tanks shall have leak detection devices installed 
and operational at all times. 

 
(d) Temporary tanks at construction sites. Above-ground tanks with a cumulative capacity of 
no more than 2,000 gallons of class II combustible liquids for use at a construction site may be 
used for no more than 90 days if in the opinion of the fire official no unusual danger to life or 
property is presented. Above-ground tanks used at temporary construction sites shall meet all 
applicable requirements of NFPA 30 and 30A. 
 
(e) Dispensing. 
 

(1) No gravity feed dispensing system shall be permitted. 
 

(2) All pumps and above-ground and concrete vaulted tanks are to be UL listed for the 
use intended and UL listed for use with each other. 

 
(3) All electrical devices used with or located within 20 feet of the underground or 

concrete vaulted tank storage area shall conform to NFPA 70, Hazardous Locations. 
 

(4) Dispensing hoses shall not exceed 20 feet in length. 
 

(5) The nozzle of any hose of a dispensing device shall not reach within five feet of any 
building opening. 

 
(6) Dispensing devices shall be located no closer than ten feet from a premises line or 

building. 
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(f) Tank location and protection. 
 

(1) Each outermost edge of each vaulted above-ground tank shall be located no closer 
than five feet from the nearest premises or building. 

 
(2) Each outermost edge of each vaulted above-ground tank shall be located no closer 

than 15 feet from the nearest property line which may be built upon, including the 
opposite side of a public way. 

 
(3) The distance between any two above-ground tanks shall not be less than five feet. 

 
(4) Diking is not required for concrete vaulted tanks installed in accordance with 

manufacturers specifications and approved by the fire official. 
 

(5) Overfill protection shall be required for all concrete vaulted tanks. 
 

(6) Approved vehicle barriers, such as concrete-filled four-inch pipe bollards or precast 
concrete bollards, shall be provided to protect the traffic area when any tanks are 
installed. The placement of these devices shall be approved by the fire official and 
not more than four feet on center adjacent to any vehicle accessible area. 

 
(g) General fire protection standards. 
 

(1) Smoking is prohibited within 50 feet of all storage and dispensing devices. Signs 
which prohibit smoking shall be conspicuously posted. 

 
(2) Portable fire extinguishers shall be provided for the extinguishment of fires in 

accordance with NFPA 10 for high hazard. Additional fire control equipment may be 
required wherein the opinion of the fire official an unusual exposure hazard exists. 

 
(3) Labeling of all tanks shall be in accordance with NFPA 704. 

 
(4) Fire department vehicle access shall be provided within 150 feet of any tank. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 11-167; Ordinance 99-540, sec. 5, adopted 7/8/99; 2007 Code, sec. 18-126) 
 
 

ARTICLE 6.06 ARSON REWARD 
 
§6.06.001 Established. 
 
The mayor is hereby empowered to offer a reward of $250.00, payable to the person who shall be 
responsible for the arrest and conviction of any person committing in the city the crime of arson 
as the same is now defined by the Penal Code of the state. (1973 Code, sec. 11-1; 1991 Code, sec. 
11-161; 2007 Code, sec. 18-151) 
 
§6.06.002 How offered. 
 
Whenever the mayor shall be informed that any fire occurring in the city was of an incendiary 
origin, he shall call for a report on the same by the city fire marshal. If the marshal shall report 
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that such fire was caused by the commission of the crime of arson, it shall become the duty of the 
mayor to offer the reward provided in this article, which reward shall be in the form of a 
proclamation duly issued by the mayor under his official signature and attested by the seal of the 
city. (1973 Code, sec. 11-2; 1991 Code, sec. 11-162; 2007 Code, sec. 18-152) 
 
§6.06.003 Notice. 
 
(a) The city manager or designee is hereby directed to have prepared and posted an arson 
reward notice on placards eight inches by 12 inches in size showing the following reward notice: 
 

ARSON REWARD 
 

The City of Humble, Texas, hereby offers the reward of $250.00 for the arrest and 
conviction of any person or persons found guilty of committing the crime of arson within 
the corporate limits of the City of Humble, Texas. This reward is a standing offer and shall 
be paid out of the general fund of the City of Humble, Texas. 

 
(b) Such placards shall be placed in wooden frames under glass and shall be posted inside at 
least 20 different public buildings within the city, one of which shall be the city hall, in 
accordance with the regulations of the state department of insurance. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 11-3; 1991 Code, sec. 11-163; 2007 Code, sec. 18-153; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
§6.06.004 Payment. 
 
Upon information being given by any person causing the arrest and conviction of any person 
guilty of the specific crime of arson and upon the final conviction of such person, the person 
giving such information shall be entitled to receive the reward offered by this article from the 
city. (1973 Code, sec. 11-4; 1991 Code, sec. 11-164; 2007 Code, sec. 18-154) 
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ARTICLE 7.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

(Reserved) 
 
 

ARTICLE 7.02 AMBULANCE SERVICE 
 
§7.02.001 Persons authorized to engage in emergency ambulance service. 
 
(a) The operation of emergency ambulances upon the streets of the city for the furnishing of 
emergency ambulance service is hereby declared to be a governmental function of the city to be 
performed by the city fire department in accordance with the terms of this section. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person or persons, other than members of the city fire 
department, while driving emergency ambulances operated by the fire department, to furnish or 
attempt to furnish emergency ambulance service or to operate or drive, or cause to be operated or 
driven, any ambulance upon the streets of the city for the purpose of furnishing emergency 
ambulance service. 
 
(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under subsection (b) of this section that: 
 

(1) The person operating an ambulance was responding to a direct call for ambulance 
service, determined that an emergency existed requiring the sick or injured person to 
be transported with all practical speed for medical treatment and attention, and 
obtained permission from the fire department dispatcher to operate such ambulance 
to perform emergency ambulance service; 

 
(2) The emergency ambulance service was provided by an ambulance based outside the 

city when not in use and was operated by an ambulance company having an 
established place of business and permanent address outside the city; provided that: 

 
(A) The sick or injured person was picked up outside the corporate limits of the 

city and transported to a hospital within the city; 
 

(B) The ambulance performing such emergency ambulance service was, at the 
time, duly licensed and operated in accordance with V.T.C.A., Health and 
Safety Code chapter 773; and 

 
(C) The driver of such ambulance complied with all speed and other traffic 

regulations of the city and the state. 
 

(3) The person operating an ambulance within the city was performing a service under 
contract to maintain an ambulance at a particular location or event, for the purpose of 
transporting sick or injured persons for medical or hospital treatment, and determined 
that a sick or injured person at such location or event required immediate hospital or 
medical attention and obtained permission from the fire department dispatcher to 
operate such ambulance to perform emergency ambulance service. 

 
(4) The emergency ambulance service was provided at the request of the fire department 

dispatcher due to unavailability of a city ambulance. 
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(d) When the driver or operator of an ambulance is responding to a direct call for ambulance 
service under emergency conditions, he shall inform the fire department ambulance dispatcher of 
the location of such call and such other information as he may have concerning the circumstances 
surrounding the request for service, and if the fire department ambulance dispatcher reports that a 
fire department ambulance is either en route to the same location or has arrived there and instructs 
such ambulance driver or operator not to respond to such call, it shall be unlawful for such driver 
or operator to so respond. 
 
(e) Any person who shall violate any provision of this section shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the general 
penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 11-181; Ordinance 97-513, secs. 1, 2, adopted 6/25/97; 2007 Code, sec. 18-177; 
Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 7.03 SMOKING 
 
§7.03.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, whenever used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, unless the context of their usage clearly indicates a different 
meaning: 
 
Bar means an establishment that is devoted to the serving of alcoholic beverages for consumption 
by guests on the premises and derives at least 60 percent of gross revenues from the sale of 
alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption, including, but not limited to, any tavern, 
nightclub, cocktail lounge, or cabaret. 
 
Business means a sole proprietorship, partnership, joint venture, corporation, or other business 
entity, either for-profit or not-for-profit, including any retail establishment where goods or 
services are sold; and any professional corporation or other entity where legal, medical, dental, 
engineering, architectural, or other professional services are delivered. 
 
Electronic smoking device means an electronic, mechanical heating element or battery-operated 
device that delivers nicotine or other substances for inhalation. This term shall include every 
variation and type of such devices whether they are manufactured, distributed, marketed or sold 
as an electronic cigarette, an electronic cigar, an electronic cigarillo, an electronic pipe, an 
electronic hookah or any other product name or descriptor. The term does not include a 
prescription medical device unrelated to the cessation of smoking. 
 
Employee means a person who is employed by an employer in consideration for direct or indirect 
monetary wages or profit, and a person who volunteers his services for a nonprofit entity or 
provides such services on a contract basis. 
 
Employer means a person, business, partnership, association, or corporation, including a 
municipal corporation, trust, or nonprofit entity, that employs the services of one or more 
individuals. 
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Enclosed, when used in reference to an area or a building or portion thereof, means closed in on 
all sides from floor to ceiling by solid walls, with or without windows and exclusive of doorways. 
 
Health care facility means an office or institution providing care or treatment of diseases, whether 
physical, mental, or emotional, or other medical, physiological, or psychological conditions, 
including, but not limited to, any hospital, rehabilitation hospital or other clinic, including any 
weight control clinic, nursing home, home for the aging or chronically ill, laboratory, or the office 
of any surgeon, chiropractor, physical therapist, physician, dentist, or specialist within these 
professions. This definition shall include all waiting rooms, hallways, private rooms, semi-private 
rooms, and wards within a health care facility. 
 
Meeting facility means a building designed, operated and used primarily for private functions. 
 
Place of employment means an enclosed area under the control of a public or private employer 
where employees work or to which employees have access during the course of employment, 
including, but not limited to, work areas, private offices, employee lounges, restrooms, 
conference rooms, meeting rooms, classrooms, employee cafeterias, hallways, and vehicles. A 
private residence is not a “place of employment” unless it is used as a child care, adult day care, 
or health care facility. 
 
Private function means a gathering of individuals for the purpose of deliberation, education, 
instruction, entertainment, amusement, or dining, where specific invitation is a prerequisite to 
entry and where the event is not intended to be open to the public. 
 
Public place means an enclosed area to which the public is invited or in which the public is 
permitted, including, but not limited to: 
 

(1) Aquariums, galleries, libraries, and museums; 
 

(2) Areas available to and customarily used by the general public in businesses; 
 

(3) Bars; 
 

(4) Bingo facilities; 
 

(5) Child care and adult day care facilities; 
 

(6) Convention facilities; 
 

(7) Educational facilities, both public and private; 
 

(8) Elevators; 
 

(9) Gaming facilities; 
 

(10) Governmental facilities, including buildings and vehicles; 
 

(11) Health care facilities; hotels and motels; 
 

(12) Lobbies, hallways, and other common areas in apartment buildings, condominiums, 
retirement facilities, nursing homes, and other multiple-unit residential facilities; 
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(13) Polling places; 

 
(14) Pool and billiard halls; 

 
(15) Public transportation facilities, including buses and taxicabs, and ticket, boarding, 

and waiting areas of public transit depots; 
 

(16) Restaurants; 
 

(17) Restrooms, lobbies, reception areas, hallways, and other common-use areas; 
 

(18) Restaurants; 
 

(19) Retail establishments; 
 

(20) Service lines; 
 

(21) Shopping malls; 
 

(22) Sports arenas; and 
 

(23) Theaters and other facilities primarily used for exhibiting motion pictures, stage 
dramas, lectures, musical recitals, or other similar performances. 

 
A private residence is not a “public place” unless used as a child care, adult day care, or health 
care facility. 
 
Restaurant means a food service establishment, including but not limited to any coffee shop, 
cafeteria, sandwich stand, and private and public school cafeteria, that gives or offers for sale 
food to the public, guests, or employees, as well as any kitchen or catering facility in which food 
is prepared on the premises for serving elsewhere. The term “restaurant” shall include a bar area 
within the restaurant. 
 
Retail tobacco store means any retail establishment utilized primarily for the sale of tobacco 
products and smoking accessories in which the sale of other products, including food and 
beverages, does not exceed 40 percent of gross revenues. 
 
Service line means an indoor line in which one or more persons are waiting for or receiving 
service of any kind, whether or not the service involves the exchange of money. 
 
Shopping mall means an enclosed public walkway or hall area that serves to connect customer 
entrances to two or more retail or other businesses and is used for customer pedestrian traffic. 
 
Smoking means inhaling, exhaling, burning, or carrying any lighted cigar, cigarette, pipe, or any 
other lighted or heated tobacco, plant product or chemical product intended for inhalation, in any 
manner or form. Smoking also includes the use of an electronic smoking device or the use of any 
oral smoking device. 
 
Sports arena means any sports pavilion, stadium, gymnasium, health spa, boxing arena, 
swimming pool, roller and ice rink, bowling alley, pool hall or other similar place where members 
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of the general public assemble to engage in physical exercise, participate in athletic competition, 
or witness sports or other events. 
 
Tobacco bar means a bar in which the on-site sales or rentals of tobacco products and smoking 
accessories for consumption or use on the premises exceed 20 percent of gross revenues and into 
which entry is restricted to individuals 18 years of age and above. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; Ordinance 19-835, sec. 2, adopted 2/14/19; 2007 
Code, sec. 28-701) 
 
§7.03.002 Prohibition in enclosed public places. 
 
Smoking shall be prohibited in all enclosed public places within the city, except as provided in 
section 7.03.007. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-702) 
 
§7.03.003 Prohibition in places of employment. 
 
(a) Smoking shall be prohibited in all enclosed areas within places of employment, except as 
provided in section 7.03.007. 
 
(b) An employer shall communicate this prohibition to all prospective employees upon their 
application for employment. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-703) 
 
§7.03.004 Prohibition in seating areas at outdoor events. 
 
Smoking shall be prohibited in the seating areas and covered concourses of all outdoor sports 
arenas, stadiums, and amphitheaters, as well as in bleachers and grandstands for use by spectators 
at sporting and other public events. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 
28-704) 
 
§7.03.005 Prohibition in public transportation facilities. 
 
Smoking shall be prohibited in covered public transportation facilities, including ticket, boarding, 
and waiting areas of public transit depots. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 
Code, sec. 28-705) 
 
§7.03.006 Prohibition near entrances, exits, etc., of areas where smoking is 
prohibited. 
 
Smoking is prohibited within 25 feet outside entrances, exits, or wheelchair ramps serving any 
entrance or exit, operable windows, and ventilation systems of enclosed areas where smoking is 
prohibited, so as to ensure that tobacco smoke does not enter those areas. This section shall not 
apply to restaurant and bar outdoor seating areas. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 
2007 Code, sec. 28-706) 
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§7.03.007 Areas where smoking not regulated. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this article to the contrary, the following areas shall be 
exempt from the provisions of sections 7.03.002 and 7.03.003: 
 

(1) Private residences, except when used as a child care, adult day care, or health care 
facility; 

 
(2) Hotel and motel rooms that are rented to guests and are designated as smoking 

rooms; provided, however, that not more than 35 percent of rooms rented to guests in 
a hotel or motel may be so designated. All smoking rooms on the same floor must be 
contiguous, and smoke from these rooms must not infiltrate into areas where smoking 
is prohibited under the provisions of this article. The status of rooms as smoking or 
non-smoking may not be changed, except to add additional non-smoking rooms; 

 
(3) Private and semi-private rooms in nursing homes and long-term care facilities that 

are occupied by one or more persons, all of whom are smokers and have requested in 
writing to be placed in a room where smoking is permitted, provided that smoke from 
these places does not infiltrate into areas where smoking is prohibited under the 
provisions of this article; 

 
(4) Retail tobacco stores, provided that no on-premises consumption of alcoholic 

beverages is permitted and smoke from these establishments does not infiltrate into 
areas where smoking is prohibited under the provisions of this article; 

 
(5) Tobacco bars in operation on or before March 1, 2012; provided that the 

establishment operates an air ventilation and purification system using best available 
technology, offers comprehensive health insurance to its employees, including a 
substantial employer contribution, and obtains a permit from the department. The city 
manager is authorized to issue a permit for such establishments that are consistent 
with rules and regulations developed by the city manager regarding air ventilation 
and purification systems and comprehensive health insurance for the purpose of 
mitigating the effects of secondhand smoke on employees. The city manager is 
authorized to require a permit fee, not to exceed $2,000.00, that reflects the actual 
cost of processing and issuing said permit; 

 
(6) An existing establishment or facility: 

 
(A) Whose gross receipts for alcohol sales are in excess of 80 percent of the total 

gross receipts of the establishment or facility; and 
 

(B) Which posts and maintains a sign conspicuous to ordinary public view at each 
public entrance to the establishment that contains the words: “SMOKING: This 
Establishment Does Not Provide a Non-Smoking Area.” 

 
(7) Designated enclosed meeting areas in convention centers, hotels, motels, and other 

meeting facilities, only during times the meeting areas are in actual use for private 
functions, provided that the owners of such facilities shall designate in writing to the 
department the meeting areas in which smoking will be permitted. The designated 
meeting areas shall be separately enclosed from the rest of the facility, and smoke 
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from these areas shall not be allowed to infiltrate into areas where smoking is 
prohibited under the provisions of this article; 

 
(8) Stage areas of enclosed theaters, if smoking is an integral part of a theatrical 

performance; and 
 

(9) A bingo facility operated under the Bingo Enabling Act, chapter 2001 of the 
Occupations Code, if: 

 
(A) An enclosed non-smoking area is provided; 

 
(B) The smoking area is mechanically ventilated to prevent smoke from entering 

the non-smoking area; and 
 

(C) No one under the age of 18 is admitted to the smoking area. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; Ordinance 12-706, sec. 2, adopted 4/12/12; 2007 
Code, sec. 28-707) 
 
§7.03.008 Declaration of entire establishment as non-smoking. 
 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, an owner, operator, manager, or other person 
in control of an establishment, facility, or outdoor area may declare that entire establishment, 
facility, or outdoor area as a non-smoking place. Smoking shall be prohibited in any place in 
which a sign conforming to the requirements of section 7.03.009(a) is posted. (Ordinance 12-703, 
sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-708) 
 
§7.03.009 Posting of signs. 
 
(a) The owner, operator, manager, or other person in control of a public place or place of 
employment shall clearly and conspicuously post “No Smoking” signs or the international “No 
Smoking” symbol (consisting of a pictorial representation of a burning cigarette enclosed in a red 
circle with a red bar across it) in every public place and place of employment where smoking is 
prohibited by this article. 
 
(b) The owner, operator, manager, or other person in control of a public place or place of 
employment place shall conspicuously post at every entrance thereto a sign clearly stating that 
smoking is prohibited therein. 
 
(c) The owner, operator, manager, or other person in control shall remove all ashtrays from any 
area where smoking is prohibited by this article. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-709) 
 
§7.03.010 Enforcement. 
 
(a) The building department, in addition to any authority having jurisdiction to enforce city 
ordinances, shall have authority to enforce the provisions of this article. 
 
(b) Any citizen who desires to register a complaint under this article may initiate enforcement 
with the building department. 
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(c) The health officer and the fire marshal shall, while an establishment is undergoing 
otherwise mandated inspections, inspect for compliance with this article. 
 
(d) The health officer, after proper identification, shall be permitted to enter any public place 
and place of employment at any reasonable time, for the purpose of making inspections and 
examining applicable records of the establishment to determine compliance with this article. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-710) 
 
§7.03.011 Rules and regulations. 
 
The city manager is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations for the enforcement of this 
article. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-711) 
 
§7.03.012 Violations; penalty. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if such person smokes in an area where smoking is prohibited 
by the provisions of this article. 
 
(b) It shall be the duty of every person in control of an area where smoking is prohibited by the 
provisions of this article to request any person known to be smoking in such area to extinguish 
the burning tobacco product. Any knowing or intentional failure to maintain compliance with 
such duty shall constitute an offense. 
 
(c) Whenever in this article an act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an 
offense or misdemeanor, or whenever in this article the doing of any thing or act is required or the 
failure to do any thing or act is prohibited, the intentional, knowing, reckless, or criminally 
negligent violation of the provision shall be and constitute a misdemeanor punishable, upon 
conviction, by a fine in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this 
code. Each day of violation of [and] each such act shall constitute and be punishable as a separate 
offense. Prosecution or conviction under this provision is cumulative of and shall never be a bar 
to any other civil or administrative remedy provided or allowed in this article or by law. 
 
(Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-712; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§7.03.013 Other applicable laws. 
 
This article shall not be construed to permit smoking where otherwise restricted or prohibited by 
other applicable law. (Ordinance 12-703, sec. 2, adopted 2/23/12; 2007 Code, sec. 28-713) 
 
 

ARTICLE 7.04 FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS 
 
§7.04.001 Designation of health authority. 
 
The city designates the director of the county public health and environmental services as its 
health authority for the purpose of food establishment surveillance for the public health protection 
of its residents. (1991 Code, sec. 13-1; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 1, adopted 1/24/96; Ordinance 01-
562, sec. I, adopted 12/14/00; 2007 Code, sec. 20-1) 
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§7.04.002 State and county regulations adopted. 
 
(a) There are hereby adopted by reference: 
 

(1) The department of state health services, division of food and drugs, Texas Food 
Establishment Rules, 25 Texas Administrative Code, chapter 229, sections 161–171, 
173–175; 

 
(2) Regulation of Food Service Establishments, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code 

chapter 437; 
 

(3) The Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code chapter 431; 
 

(4) Minimum Standards of Sanitation and Health Protection Measures, V.T.C.A., Health 
and Safety Code chapter 341; and 

 
(5) Rules Regulating Food Establishments in Harris County, Texas. 

 
(b) A certified copy of each of the above-referenced sets of rules shall be kept on file in the 
office of the city manager or designee. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-2; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 2, adopted 1/24/96; Ordinance 01-562, sec. II, 
adopted 12/14/00; 2007 Code, sec. 20-2; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§7.04.003 Definitions. 
 
All definitions in the Texas Food Establishment Rules and Rules Regulating Food Establishments 
in Harris County, Texas are hereby adopted. In addition, the following words, terms and phrases, 
when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where 
the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Child care facility means a facility keeping more than 12 unrelated children that provides care, 
training, education, custody or supervision for children under 15 years of age, who are not related 
by blood, marriage or adoption to the owner or operator of the facility, for all or part of the day, 
whether or not the facility is operated for profit or charges for the services it offers. 
 
Food establishment means each place where food or drink is manufactured, packaged, produced, 
processed, transported, stored, sold, commercially prepared or otherwise handled, whether 
offered for sale, given in exchange or given away for use as good or furnished for human 
consumption. The term does not apply to private homes where food is prepared or served for 
guest and individual family consumption. The term does not apply to a place where commercially 
packaged single portions of nonpotentially hazardous snack items and wrapped candy are sold 
over the counter. 
 
Health department means the county public health and environmental services. 
 
Owner of business means the owner or operator of the business. 
 
Regulatory authority means representatives of the county public health and environmental 
services. 
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Service of notice means the delivery of a notice, prepared by the county public health and 
environmental services, to the holder of the permit or the person in charge, or when it is sent by 
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, to the last known address of the holder of the 
permit. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-3; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 3, adopted 1/24/96; Ordinance 01-562, sec. III, 
adopted 12/14/00; 2007 Code, sec. 20-3) 
 
§7.04.004 Permit. 
 
(a) Required. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a food establishment in the city 
unless he possesses a current and valid health permit issued by the health department. 
 
(b) Posting. A valid permit shall be posted in public view in a conspicuous place at the food 
establishment for which it is issued. 
 
(c) Permits nontransferable; change of ownership of business. Permits issued under the 
provisions of this article are nontransferable. Upon change of ownership of a business the new 
business owner will be required to meet current standards as defined in city ordinances and state 
law before a permit will be issued. 
 
(d) Denial, suspension or revocation. The county public health and environmental services may 
deny, suspend or revoke any permit to operate a food service establishment, retail food store, 
temporary food establishment, mobile food unit or roadside food vendor if the holder of the 
permit does not comply with these rules and regulations or if the operation of the establishment 
otherwise constitutes a substantial hazard to public health. A permit can be suspended only after 
notice and an opportunity for a hearing as described in subsection (e) of this section have been 
given. This notice must list specific violations of rules and regulations and a period of time in 
which violations are to be corrected. Failure to correct violations as listed on the notice will be 
grounds for denial, suspension or revocation of permit. If a permit is then denied, suspended or 
revoked, the holder of the permit has three working days to request a hearing. This request must 
be in writing and delivered to the county health department. A hearing must be held within seven 
working days of the request. If no request for hearing is made within the time limits, the denial, 
suspension or revocation is sustained. 
 
(e) Hearings. The hearings provided for in these rules shall be conducted by the county health 
department at a time and placed designated by it. Based upon the recorded evidence of such 
hearings, the health department shall make a final finding, and shall sustain, modify and rescind 
any notice or order considered in the hearing. A written report of the hearing decision shall be 
furnished to the holder of the permit, license, or certificate by the health department. 
 
(f) Application after revocation. Whenever a revocation of a permit has become final pursuant 
to the determination of the director of the health department, the holder of the revoked permit 
may make written application for a new permit to the health department. 
 
(g) Fee. A health permit fee, as established by the commissioners court in unincorporated areas 
of the county, is required annually for each food establishment. Fees are due and payable on or 
before one year from the date of issuance of the permit and are to be paid to the county public 
health and environmental services at 2223 West Loop South, Houston, Texas, 77027. 
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(h) Exemptions. The requirement that all persons operating a food establishment shall possess 
a valid health permit under this section shall not apply to temporary food establishments and 
persons participating as volunteer food handlers for the benefit of a nonprofit organization or 
association for periods of 14 consecutive days or less, nor to persons operating a temporary food 
establishment and persons participating as volunteer food handlers when such establishments and 
persons are part of an event sponsored by a nonprofit organization or association and such 
persons possess a certificate from such nonprofit organization or association identifying the 
persons and/or establishments as participants. Such certificate shall be valid for the duration of 
the event not to exceed 14 days. Such certificate shall be maintained at the location of the 
temporary food establishment. For purposes of this subsection a nonprofit organization or 
association is an organization or association exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 
501(c)(3). 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-4; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 4, adopted 1/24/96; Ordinance 01-562, secs. IV, 
V, adopted 12/14/00; 2007 Code, sec. 20-4) 
 
§7.04.005 Review of plans; pre-operational inspection. 
 
(a) Submission of plans. Whenever a food establishment is constructed or extensively 
remodeled and whenever an existing structure is converted to use as a food establishment, 
properly prepared plans and specifications for such construction, remodeling, or conversion shall 
be submitted to the health department for review and approval before construction, remodeling or 
conversion is begun. The plans and specifications shall indicate the proposed layout, 
arrangement, mechanical plans and construction materials of work areas, and type and model of 
proposed fixed equipment and facilities. The health department shall approve the plans and 
specifications if they meet the requirements of these rules. No food establishment shall be 
constructed, extensively remodeled or converted except in accordance with plans and 
specifications approved by the health department. 
 
(b) Pre-operational inspection. The health department shall inspect any food establishment 
prior to its beginning operation to determine compliance with approved plans and specifications 
and with the requirements of these rules. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-5; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 5, adopted 1/24/96; 2007 Code, sec. 20-5) 
 
§7.04.006 Food manager certification. 
 
(a) Required. Every permitted food establishment, except establishments dealing only in fresh 
produce, nonpotentially hazardous food, and/or prepackaged potentially hazardous food, shall 
have a person employed in a managerial capacity possessing a current food manager’s certificate 
issued by the health department. A certified manager or person in charge must be on duty during 
all hours of operation of any nonexempt food service establishment employing six or more 
employees per eight-hour shift. Upon written application and presentation of evidence of 
satisfactory completion of a food manager’s course, equivalent training or examination as 
approved by the director of public health, the health department shall issue a food manager’s 
certificate valid for three years from the date of completion of training or evaluation unless 
sooner revoked. Suspension or revocation of an establishment’s health permit by the health 
department shall constitute cause for revocation of that establishment’s manager’s certification. 
Whenever the food service operator holding the certificate terminates employment, is terminated 
or is transferred to another food establishment, the person owning, operating or managing the 
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food establishment shall be allowed 60 days (from the date of such termination or transfer of the 
certificate holder) to comply with this section. 
 
(b) Exemptions. Temporary food establishments and persons participating as volunteer food 
handlers performing charitable activities for period of 14 days or less may be exempted from the 
requirement for a manager’s certificate. 
 
(c) Authority of health inspector. The city hereby gives to the health authority or his designee 
the authority to issue citations, to give notice, to make inspection and to file charges arising out of 
violations of this section. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-6; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 6, adopted 1/24/96; Ordinance 96-501, sec. 1, 
adopted 8/8/96; 2007 Code, sec. 20-6) 
 
§7.04.007 Inspections. 
 
(a) Pre-operational inspection. The health department shall inspect any food establishment 
prior to its beginning operations to determine compliance with approved plans and specifications 
and with the requirements of this article and the rules adopted herein. 
 
(b) Routine inspections. The health department may inspect a food establishment as often as is 
necessary for the enforcement of the terms and provisions of this article and the rules adopted 
herein. 
 
(c) Access. Agents of the health department shall be permitted to enter any food establishment 
at any reasonable time for the purpose of making inspections to determine compliance with this 
article and the rules herein adopted. The agents shall be permitted to examine the records of the 
establishment to obtain information pertaining to food and supplies purchased, received or used, 
or to persons employed. 
 
(d) Examination of food. Food may be examined or sampled by the health official as often as 
necessary for enforcement of the terms and provisions of this article and the rules herein adopted. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-7; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 7, adopted 1/24/96; 2007 Code, sec. 20-7) 
 
§7.04.008 Correction of violations. 
 
(a) Imminent health hazards. If the health department, during any inspection, finds that an 
imminent health hazard exists in a food establishment, the establishment shall immediately cease 
food service operations. 
 
(b) Lesser violations. The inspection report form shall specify a reasonable period of time for 
the correction of violations which do not constitute an imminent health hazard, and correction of 
the violations shall be accomplished within the specified periods. The inspection report shall state 
that failure to comply with any time limits for corrections may result in cessation of food service 
operations. 
 
(c) Resumption of operations. Whenever a food establishment is required under the provisions 
of this article and the rules herein adopted to cease operations, operations shall not be resumed 
until the violation has been corrected and resumption of operations is authorized by the health 
department after reinspection. 
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(d) Condemnation of food. The health official may, upon written notice to the owner or person 
in charge, specifying with particularity the reasons therefor, place a hold order on any food which 
he believes is in violation of any provision of this article or the rules herein adopted. The health 
official shall tag, label or otherwise identify any food subject to the hold order. No food subject to 
a hold order shall be used, serviced or moved from the establishment. The health official shall 
permit storage of the food under conditions specified in the hold order, unless storage is not 
possible without risk to the public health, in which case immediate destruction shall be ordered 
and accomplished. If no hearing is requested within the time period provided in this section, the 
food shall be destroyed. If a hearing is requested on the basis of evidence produced at that 
hearing, the hold order may be vacated, or the owner or person in charge of the food may be 
directed by written order to denature or destroy such food or to bring it into compliance with the 
provisions of this article and the rules herein adopted. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 13-8; Ordinance 96-494, sec. 8, adopted 1/24/96; 2007 Code, sec. 20-8) 
 
§7.04.009 Farmers’ market vendor’s permit. 
 
(a) In accordance with this article, the city currently utilizes the county to conduct inspections 
and administer permits concerning food service establishments, retail food stores, mobile food 
units, and roadside food vendors, and has adopted the county’s regulations with respect thereto. 
 
(b) In furtherance thereof, it is the desire of the city council to specifically adopt and establish 
this section to require that food establishment vendors obtain an annual farmers’ market vendor’s 
permit (known as a “Food Establishment E” by the county) from the city and obey the laws, rules 
and regulations related to this section. 
 
(c) A farmers’ market vendor’s permit (food establishment category E) is required when (i) 
yard eggs or any pre-packed foods that are required to be under temperature control are sold or 
distributed at a farmers’ market, and (ii) the market is located in the city, whose food 
establishments are inspected and permitted by the county. In addition, the food establishment 
must be located at a site which has been identified for use by farmers and producers primarily for 
the distribution and sale of (i) raw and custom shelled agricultural products, and (ii) products 
made by farmers and producers from their agricultural products directly to consumers. At any 
given time, a farmers’ market vendor’s permit may apply to only one booth regardless of 
location. Copies of the farmers’ market vendor’s permit will not be considered valid. Food 
preparation or processing is not allowed at the market. This includes sampling of food unless the 
samples are provided in pre-packaged containers and meet state manufacturer’s license 
requirements. A valid and current manufacturer’s license, when required, must be provided upon 
request. A valid and current farmers’ market vendor’s permit must be posted in or on every food 
establishment in a conspicuous place. A farmers’ market vendor’s permit is not needed for 
produce that is present in its natural state (i.e., no cutting, peeling, or slicing), and is not needed 
for pre-packaged foods that do not require temperature control and are prepared at a location 
permitted by a regulatory authority. However, pre-packaged foods must be properly labeled and 
meet state manufacturer’s license requirements. Once a farmers’ market vendor’s permit is 
obtained, it will be valid for one year, and it is the vendor’s responsibility to renew or obtain a 
new permit from Harris County Public Health and Environmental Services (HCPHES). The 
permit shall be valid only at farmers’ markets as defined by the county. 
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(d) With reference to the foregoing matter, it is the intention of the city and its city council to 
comply with all applicable provisions of the laws of the state and of the charter of the city. 
 
(Ordinance 11-694, secs. 1–4, adopted 1/27/11; 2007 Code, sec. 20-9) 
 
 

ARTICLE 7.05 OFFENSIVE CONDITIONS 
 
§7.05.001 Prohibited conditions. 
 
(a) Stagnant water. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy any lot within 
the city to permit or allow holes or places of such lots where water may accumulate and become 
stagnant, or to permit or allow the accumulation of stagnant water thereon, or permit the same to 
remain thereon. 
 
(b) Carrion, filth or other unwholesome matter. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall 
own or occupy any house, structure, building, establishment, lot or yard within the city to permit 
or allow any carrion, filth, or any other impure or unwholesome matter liable to produce disease 
to accumulate, attract or harbor mosquitoes, rodents, vermin, or other disease-carrying pests or 
remain thereon. 
 
(c) Weeds, brush, rubbish, etc. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy 
any lot within the city to permit or allow weeds, rubbish, brush, trash or any other matter liable to 
produce disease, attract or harbor mosquitoes, rodents, vermin, or other disease-carrying pests [to 
accumulate] or remain thereon. 
 
(d) Conditions dangerous to life or health. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or 
occupy any house, structure, building, establishment, lot or yard in the city to permit or allow any 
condition that is dangerous to life or health, or whatever renders the ground, the water, the air or 
any food and drink unhealthy and a hazard to life or health. 
 
(e) Accumulation of refuse. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy any 
house, structure, building, establishment, lot or yard within the city to store or accumulate refuse 
on premises unless the refuse is entirely contained in a closed receptacle. 
 
(f) Accumulation of rubbish. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy any 
house, structure, building, establishment, lot or yard within the city to store or accumulate rubbish 
including newspapers, refrigerators, stoves, furniture, tires, and cans on premises within 300 feet 
of a public street for ten days or more, unless the rubbish or object is completely enclosed in a 
building or is not visible from a public street. 
 
(g) Unsafe or hazardous buildings. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy 
any house, structure, building, or establishment to maintain a building in a manner that is 
structurally unsafe or constitutes a hazard to safety, health, or public welfare because of 
inadequate maintenance, unsanitary conditions, dilapidation, obsolescence, disaster, damage, or 
abandonment or because it constitutes a fire hazard. 
 
(h) Flea market constituting fire hazard. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or 
occupy any house, structure, building, establishment, lot or yard within the city to maintain a flea 
market in a manner that constitutes a fire hazard. 
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(i) Other nuisances. It shall be unlawful for any person who shall own or occupy any house, 
structure, building, establishment, lot or yard in the city to permit or allow any condition 
constituting a nuisance as defined in or provided by any other provision of this code. 
 
(Ordinance 07-636, sec. 1, adopted 4/30/07; Ordinance 15-764, sec. 1, adopted 11/12/15; 2007 
Code, sec. 16-77) 
 
§7.05.002 Notice to owner to remedy or remove condition. 
 
Whenever any condition described in this article is found to exist on any premises within the city, 
the owner of such premises shall be notified by the city to correct, remedy or remove the 
condition within seven days after such notice. It shall be unlawful for any person to fail to comply 
with such notice. (1973 Code, sec. 14-19; 1991 Code, sec. 20-109; Ordinance 05-603, sec. I, 
adopted 7/14/05; 2007 Code, sec. 16-80) 
 
§7.05.003 Service of notice. 
 
The notice provided for by this article shall be served personally to the owner in writing or by 
letter addressed to the owner of the property at the owner’s address as recorded in the county 
appraisal district records. If a notice mailed to the property owner is returned by the United States 
Postal Service as “refused” or “unclaimed,” the validity of the notice is not affected, and the 
notice is considered as delivered. If personal service cannot be obtained service may be made by 
publication at least once in a newspaper of general circulation published within the city, by 
posting the notice on or near the front door of each building on the property to which the violation 
relates, or by posting the notice on a placard attached to a stake driven into the ground on the 
property to which the violation relates. (1973 Code, sec. 14-20; 1991 Code, sec. 20-110; 
Ordinance 05-603, sec. II, adopted 7/14/05; 2007 Code, sec. 16-81) 
 
§7.05.004 Correction or removal of conditions by city. 
 
In the event the owner of any lot or premises upon which a condition described in this article 
exists fails to correct, remedy or remove such condition within seven days after notice to do so is 
given in accord with this article, the city may do such work or make such improvements as are 
necessary to correct, remedy or remove such condition, or cause the same to be done, and pay 
therefor and charge the expenses incurred thereby to the owner of such lot. Such expenses shall 
be assessed against the lot or real estate upon which the work was done or the improvements 
made. The doing of such work by the city shall not relieve such person from prosecution for 
failure to comply with such notice in violation of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 14-21; 1991 Code, 
sec. 20-111; Ordinance 05-603, sec. III, adopted 7/14/05; 2007 Code, sec. 16-82) 
 
§7.05.005 Filing of statement of city’s expenses. 
 
Whenever any work is done or improvements are made by the city under the provisions of this 
article, the mayor, city health officer or other city official designated by the mayor, on behalf of 
the city, shall file a statement of the expenses incurred thereby with the county clerk. Such 
statement shall give the amount of such expenses, and the date on which the work was done or 
the improvements were made. (1973 Code, sec. 14-22; 1991 Code, sec. 20-112; 2007 Code, sec. 
16-83) 
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§7.05.006 Lien for and collection of city’s expenses. 
 
After the statement provided for in section 7.05.005 is filed, the city shall have a privileged lien 
on the lot or real estate upon which the work was done or improvements made, to secure the 
expenses thereof. Such lien shall be second only to tax liens and liens for street improvements, 
and the amount thereof shall bear interest at the rate of ten percent per annum from the date the 
expenses were paid. For any such expenditures and interest, suit may be instituted and recovery 
and foreclosure of the lien may be had in the name of the city and the statement of expenses made 
in accord with section 7.05.005, or a certified copy thereof, shall be prima facie proof of the 
amount expended for such work or improvements. (1973 Code, sec. 14-23; 1991 Code, sec. 20-
113; 2007 Code, sec. 16-84) 
 
§7.05.007 Repeat violations within one year. 
 
In a notice to the property owner, the city may inform the owner by regular mail and a posting on 
the property, or by personally delivering the notice, that if the owner commits another violation of 
the same kind or nature that poses a danger to the public health and safety on or before the first 
anniversary of the date of the notice, the city without further notice may correct the violation at 
the owner’s expense and assess the expense against the property. If a violation covered by a 
notice under this section occurs within the one-year period, and the city has not been informed in 
writing by the owner of an ownership change, then the municipality without notice may do the 
work or make the improvements required and pay for the work done or improvements made and 
assess the city’s expenses incurred against the real estate on which the work is done or 
improvements made. (1991 Code, sec. 20-114; Ordinance 05-603, sec. IV, adopted 7/14/05; 2007 
Code, sec. 16-85) 
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ARTICLE 8.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§8.01.001 Disorderly conduct. 
 
No person, acting alone or in concert with others, may engage in disorderly conduct. Disorderly 
conduct consists of any of the following: 
 

(1) Behavior of a boisterous and tumultuous character in a residential area or a public 
place such that there is a clear and present danger of alarming persons where no 
legitimate reason for alarm exists. 

 
(2) Interfering with the peaceful and lawful conduct of persons in or about their homes or 

public places under circumstances in which such conduct tends to cause or provoke a 
disturbance. 

 
(3) Violent and forceful behavior at any time in or near a public place, such that there is 

a clear and present danger that free movement of other persons will be arrested or 
restrained, or other persons will be incapacitated in the lawful exercise of business or 
amusement. 

 
(4) In a public or private place engaging in violent, abusive, indecent, profane, 

boisterous, unreasonably loud, or otherwise disorderly conduct under circumstances 
in which such conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance. 

 
(5) Willful and malicious behavior that interrupts the speaker of any lawful assembly or 

impairs the lawful right of others to participate effectively in such assembly or 
meeting when such conduct tends to cause or provoke a disturbance. 

 
(6) Behavior near a courthouse or other public building wherein judicial proceedings are 

being held, designed or having the effect of interfering with the administration of 
justice, whether by disrupting the courts or by intimidating the judges, witnesses, 
jurors or other persons having business with the courts. 

 
(7) Behavior near any public building wherein matters affecting the public are being 

considered or deliberated, designed or having the effect of interfering with such 
proceedings under circumstances in which such conduct tends to cause or provoke a 
disturbance. 

 
(8) Willful and malicious behavior which obstructs or causes the obstruction of any 

doorway, hall, or any other passageway in a public building to such an extent that the 
employees, officers and other persons, including visitors and tourists, having business 
with the government are denied entrance into, exit from or free passage in such 
building. 

 
(9) The discharge of a firearm within the city except in an approved shooting facility. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 19-4; 1991 Code, sec. 20-1; Ordinance 95-484, sec. 1, adopted 11/16/94; 2007 
Code, sec. 28-1) 
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§8.01.002 Abandoned refrigerators and other airtight containers. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place or permit to remain outside of any dwelling, 
building or other structure, or within any warehouse or storage room or any unoccupied or 
abandoned dwelling, building or other structure, under such circumstances as to be accessible to 
children, any icebox, refrigerator or other airtight or semi-airtight container which has a capacity 
of 1-1/2 cubic feet or more and an opening of 50 square inches or more and which has a door or 
lid equipped with a latch or other fastening device capable of securing such door or lid shut. 
 
(b) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be fined in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. 
Each act done in violation hereof and each day that such violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense and be punishable as such. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 19-6; 1991 Code, sec. 20-2; 2007 Code, sec. 28-2; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§8.01.003 Interfering with or obstructing city officers. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person, in any manner, to interfere with, prevent or otherwise obstruct 
any officer or employee of this city in the performance of his official duties. (1973 Code, sec. 19-
8; 1991 Code, sec. 20-3; 2007 Code, sec. 28-3) 
 
§8.01.004 Giving false name or address to peace officer. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person when given a written promise to appear, or given a written 
notice by any police officer to appear before the municipal court of the city to answer for an 
offense against any law of this state, sections of this code or any ordinances of the city, to give an 
assumed or fictitious name or a false place of residence or address, or any other than his true 
name and the true place of his residence or address, upon the request of such officer. (1973 Code, 
sec. 19-9; 1991 Code, sec. 20-4; 2007 Code, sec. 28-4) 
 
§8.01.005 Refusal to aid peace officer. 
 
No person, being called on by the chief of police or any other peace officer, shall refuse or fail to 
aid such officer in any manner in which, by law, he may be rightfully called on to aid or assist in 
the execution of a duty incumbent upon such officer. (1973 Code, sec. 24-2; 1991 Code, sec. 23-
4; 2007 Code, sec. 28-5) 
 
§8.01.006 Peeping toms. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to window peep, spy upon or eavesdrop at or on any private 
residence in the city, or upon any hotel, tourist court, apartment or trailer house, whether such 
private residence, hotel, tourist court, apartment or trailer house is occupied by people or not; and 
it shall be no defense that such window peeper, eavesdropper or spy was not trespassing upon 
private property at the time of such window peeping, eavesdropping and spying. (1973 Code, sec. 
19-10; 1991 Code, sec. 20-5; 2007 Code, sec. 28-6) 
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§8.01.007 Failure to abate nuisance. 
 
When the city council shall have declared any thing, act or commission to be a nuisance and 
instructed the party guilty of maintaining or creating such nuisance to abate or remove the same 
within a designated reasonable time, and notice of such action shall have been served upon the 
party to be so charged, and he shall fail to obey the same within the time so reasonably 
designated, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 19-12; 1991 Code, sec. 
20-6; 2007 Code, sec. 28-7) 
 
§8.01.008 Climbing water tower, pole or similar structure. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person, not employed to do so, to climb or ascend any water tower, 
windmill tower, telephone, telegraph, electric light or any other publicly or privately owned pole 
in the city. (1973 Code, sec. 19-22; 1991 Code, sec. 20-7; 2007 Code, sec. 28-8) 
 
§8.01.009 Posting advertisements on poles. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to leave or place upon or against any telegraph, telephone or 
electric light pole or electric light standard within the city any advertisement of any character or 
description. (1973 Code, sec. 3-1; 1991 Code, sec. 3-1; 2007 Code, sec. 28-9) 
 
§8.01.010 Destroying or defacing lawful advertisements or posters. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to tear down, deface or cover up any posted advertisement or 
bill of any person when the same is rightfully and lawfully posted and put up, during the time 
such sign or advertisement shall be of value, unless such person tears down, defaces or covers up 
the advertisement or bill with the permission of the owner thereof. (1973 Code, sec. 3-2; 1991 
Code, sec. 3-2; 2007 Code, sec. 28-10) 
 
§8.01.011 Use of all-terrain vehicles and other off-road recreational vehicles. 
 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to establish reasonable regulations for the use of 
recreational vehicles. This section is not intended to allow what state law prohibits; rather, this 
law is intended to improve the safety of persons living in residential areas and the safety of 
persons operating recreational vehicles, and to reduce the noise incident to operation of 
recreational vehicles, and to prevent a public nuisance. 
 
(b) Definition. As used in this section, unless the context indicates otherwise, “recreational 
vehicle” means any self-propelled motorized vehicle used for recreational purposes including any 
all-terrain vehicle (ATV), go-cart, motor scooter, moped, trail bike, or other similar vehicle being 
used for off-road recreational purposes. 
 
(c) Permission for operation on land of another. A person commits an offense if he operates a 
recreational vehicle on land not his own without the written permission of the owner, occupant, or 
lessee of the land. Written permission may be given by posted notice that specifies the kind of 
vehicles allowed, such as “recreational vehicles allowed,” “trail bikes allowed,” “ATVs allowed,” 
or other similar language. 
 
(d) Speed limit on publicly owned land. A person commits an offense if the operates a 
recreational vehicle in excess of 20 miles per hour on publicly owned land other than a public 
roadway. 
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(e) Operation on public property. A person commits an offense if he operates a recreational 
vehicle on any public property, including public school grounds, park property, playgrounds, 
recreational areas, right-of-way, sidewalk, or on any portion of any highway, street or alley not 
ordinarily used for vehicular traffic, except in areas specifically designated for the use of such 
recreational vehicles. 
 
(f) Defenses. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that: 
 

(1) The recreational vehicle was operated by a public employee or public officer for law 
enforcement or other governmental purposes; or 

 
(2) The person had the verbal permission of the owner or other person entitled to 

possession and control of the property and the person who granted verbal permission 
was present where and when the recreational vehicle was being operated. 

 
(g) Any person violating any provision of this section, or failing to comply with any 
requirement of this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable as provided in 
section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day during or upon which such person shall violate or 
continue violation of any provision of this section or noncompliance with any requirement of this 
section shall constitute a distinct and separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 09-671, sec. 1, adopted 6/25/09; 2007 Code, sec. 28-11) 
 
§8.01.012 Camping prohibited. 
 
(a) In this section: 
 
Camp or camping means to reside temporarily in a place, with shelter. 
 
City park means Hirsch Memorial Park, Uptown Park, Schott Park, Timberwood Park or any 
other park owned by the city. 
 
Designated area means a public place at which the officer or agency having the legal duty or 
authority to manage the place has either: 
 

(1) Posted signs that specifically allow camping; or 
 

(2) Issued a written permit to the person specifically allowing camping. 
 
Downtown means that area bounded by McKay Drive, FM 1960, Wilson Road, and Will Clayton 
Parkway. 
 
Shelter includes a tent, tarpaulin, lean-to, sleeping bag, bedroll, blankets, or any form of 
temporary, semipermanent, or permanent shelter, other than clothing or any handheld device, 
designed to protect a person from weather conditions that threaten personal health and safety. 
 
(b) A person commits an offense if the person intentionally or knowingly camps in a public 
place, in downtown or in any city park. 
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(c) It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the person was camping in 
a designated area. 
 
(d) The actor’s intent or knowledge may be established through evidence of activities 
associated with sustaining a living accommodation that are conducted in a public place, 
including: 
 

(1) Cooking; 
 

(2) Making a fire; 
 

(3) Storing personal belongings for an extended period; 
 

(4) Digging; or 
 

(5) Sleeping. 
 
(Ordinance 21-911 adopted 12/9/21) 
 
 

ARTICLE 8.02 MINORS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§8.02.001–8.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Curfew 
 
§8.02.031 Purpose. 
 
It is the express purpose of this division to: 
 

(1) Deter criminal conduct involving juveniles; 
 

(2) Reduce the number of juvenile crime victims; 
 

(3) Reduce injury from accidents involving juveniles; 
 

(4) Reduce the additional time police officers are required to be in the field due to 
juvenile crime; 

 
(5) Provide additional and more effective means and options for dealing with gang-

related violence and crime; 
 

(6) Reduce juvenile peer pressure to stay out late; 
 

(7) Reduce juvenile peer pressure to participate in violent or criminal activities; and 
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(8) Assist parents in the control of their children. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-131; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 2, adopted 5/27/04; Ordinance 07-639, sec. 2, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 2, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 13-719, sec. 2, adopted 
5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 2, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-100) 
 
§8.02.032 Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this division, the following words or terms shall have the meanings ascribed 
thereto: 
 
Curfew hours means: 
 

(1) 11:00 p.m. on any Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday until 6:00 
a.m. of the following day; 

 
(2) 12:01 a.m. until 6:00 a.m. on any Saturday or Sunday; and 

 
(3) 9:00 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. on any Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday or Friday; 

provided, however, the hours defined in this subsection (3) shall not be considered as 
curfew hours for minors not subject to compulsory school attendance pursuant to 
V.T.C.A., Texas Education Code section 21.032 [25.085], nor shall the hours defined 
in this subsection (3) be considered as curfew hours on days or during periods in 
which the school where the applicable minor is enrolled is closed or classes for which 
the applicable minor is enrolled have been canceled under the order and direction of 
officials authorized to issue such orders and directives. 

 
Emergency means any unforeseen combination of circumstances or the resulting state that calls 
for immediate action. This term shall include, but not be limited to, a fire, a natural disaster, an 
automobile accident or any situation requiring immediate action to prevent serious bodily injury 
or loss of life. 
 
Establishment means any privately owned place of business operated for a profit to which the 
public is invited including, but not limited to, any place of amusement or entertainment. 
 
Guardian means a person who, under court order, is the guardian of the person of a minor or a 
public or private agency with whom a minor has been placed by a court. 
 
Minor means any person under 17 years of age. 
 
Operator means any individual, firm, association, partnership or corporation operating, managing 
or conducting any establishment. The term includes the members or partners of an association or 
partnership and the officers of a corporation. 
 
Parent means a person who is a natural parent, adoptive parent, stepparent of a minor, a 
responsible adult or a person at least 18 years of age who is authorized by the parent or guardian 
to have the care and custody of such minor. 
 
Police department means the city police department or any successor police department of the 
city. 
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Public place means any place to which the public or a substantial group of the public has access 
and shall include, but not be limited to, streets, highways and the common areas of schools, 
hospitals, apartment houses, office buildings, transport facilities, restaurants, theaters, game 
rooms, shops, shopping centers or any other place that offers for sale services or merchandise. 
 
Remain means to linger or stay or fail to leave premises when required to do so by a police officer 
or the owner, operator or other person in control of the premises. 
 
Serious bodily injury means bodily injury that creates a substantial risk of death or that causes 
death, serious permanent disfigurement or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any 
bodily member or organ. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-132; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 3, adopted 5/27/04; Ordinance 07-639, sec. 3, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 3, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 13-719, sec. 3, adopted 
5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 3, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-101) 
 
§8.02.033 Offenses. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any minor to knowingly remain, walk, run, stand or operate or ride 
about in any motor vehicle or bicycle in or upon any public place or on the premises of any 
establishment within the city during curfew hours. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for the parent or guardian of a minor to knowingly permit, or by 
insufficient control allow, a minor to remain in or upon any public place or on the premises of 
any establishment within the city during curfew hours. 
 
(c) It shall be unlawful for the owner, operator or any employee of an establishment to 
knowingly allow a minor to remain upon the premises of the establishment during curfew hours. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-133; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 4, adopted 5/27/04; Ordinance 07-639, sec. 4, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 4, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 13-719, sec. 4, adopted 
5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 4, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-102) 
 
§8.02.034 Defenses. 
 
(a) It shall be a defense to prosecution under section 8.02.033 that the minor was: 
 

(1) Accompanied by the minor’s parent or guardian. 
 

(2) On an errand at the direction of the minor’s parent or guardian. 
 

(3) In a motor vehicle involved in interstate travel. 
 

(4) Engaged in lawful employment activity or going directly to the employment activity 
or returning directly to the minor’s residence from the employment activity. 

 
(5) Involved in an emergency. 

 
(6) On an errand made necessary by an illness, injury, or emergency. 
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(7) On the sidewalk abutting the minor’s permanent residence or abutting the residence 
of a next-door neighbor of the minor’s permanent residence if the neighbor did not 
complain to the police department about the minor’s presence thereon. 

 
(8) Attending a school, religious or government sponsored or other civic activity 

supervised by adults and sponsored by an educational, religious, or governmental 
institution, civic organization or other similar entity, or traveling directly to or 
returning from any such school, religious, governmental or civic activity. 

 
(9) Engaged, participating in or traveling to or from any event, function, or activity for 

which the application of section 8.02.033 would contravene the minor’s rights 
protected by the United States Constitution, including, but not limited to, First 
Amendment rights such as the free exercise of religion, freedom of speech or the 
right of assembly. 

 
(10) Married or had been married or had disabilities of minority removed in accordance 

with V.T.C.A., Family Code chapter 31. 
 
(b) It is a defense to prosecution under section 8.02.033(c) that the owner, operator or 
employee of an establishment promptly notified the police department that a minor was present 
on the premises of the establishment during curfew hours and the minor refused to leave. 
 
(c) It is a defense to prosecution under section 8.02.033 that the minor had been directed by his 
or her parent or guardian to engage in a specific activity or to carry out expressed instructions, 
during the time that the minor is actually engaged in fulfilling those directions or responsibilities. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-134; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 5, adopted 5/27/04; Ordinance 07-639, sec. 5, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 5, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 13-719, sec. 5, adopted 
5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 5, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-103) 
 
§8.02.035 Enforcement. 
 
Before taking any enforcement action under this division, a police officer shall ask the apparent 
offender’s age and reason for being in the public place or establishment. The officer shall not 
issue a citation or make an arrest under this division unless the officer reasonably believes that an 
offense has occurred and that, based on any response and other circumstances, no defense in 
section 8.02.034 is present. (1991 Code, sec. 20-135; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 6, adopted 5/27/04; 
Ordinance 07-639, sec. 6, adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 6, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 
13-719, sec. 6, adopted 5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 6, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-
104) 
 
§8.02.036 Penalty. 
 
(a) A person who shall violate any provision of this division shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the general 
penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate 
offense. 
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(b) When required by V.T.C.A., Family Code section 51.08 as amended, the municipal court 
shall waive original jurisdiction over a minor who violates section 8.02.033(a) and shall refer the 
minor to juvenile court. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-136; Ordinance 04-592, sec. 7, adopted 5/27/04; Ordinance 07-639, sec. 7, 
adopted 5/24/07; Ordinance 10-686, sec. 7, adopted 6/10/10; Ordinance 13-719, sec. 7, adopted 
5/23/13; Ordinance 16-782, sec. 7, adopted 8/11/16; 2007 Code, sec. 28-105; Ordinance adopting 
2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 8.03 NOISE 
 
§8.03.001 Prohibited generally. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue or cause to be made or continued any loud, 
unnecessary or unusual noise or any noise which either annoys, disturbs, injures or endangers the 
comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of others, within the city. (1973 Code, sec. 18-1; 1991 
Code, sec. 19-1; 2007 Code, sec. 16-47) 
 
§8.03.002 Horns or other warning devices on vehicles. 
 
The sounding of any horn or other warning device on any automobile, motorcycle or other 
vehicle on any street or public place of the city, except as a danger warning; the creating by 
means of any such warning device of any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; the sounding of any 
such device for an unnecessary and unreasonable period of time; and the use of such warning 
device when traffic for any reason is held up shall be deemed a violation of this article. (1973 
Code, sec. 18-2; 1991 Code, sec. 19-2; 2007 Code, sec. 16-48) 
 
§8.03.003 Radios, phonographs, etc.. 
 
Using, operating or permitting to be played, used or operated any radio receiving set, television 
set, musical instrument, phonograph or other machine or device for the producing or reproducing 
of sound in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring 
inhabitants, or at any time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the 
persons who are in the room, vehicle or chamber in which such machine or device is operated and 
who are voluntary listeners thereto, shall be deemed a violation of this article. The operation of 
any such set, instrument, phonograph, machine or device between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 
7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet from the building, 
structure or vehicle in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this 
section. (1973 Code, sec. 18-3; 1991 Code, sec. 19-3; 2007 Code, sec. 16-49) 
 
§8.03.004 Yelling, shouting, etc., on streets. 
 
Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the public streets, particularly between the 
hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., or at any time or place so as to annoy or disturb the quiet, 
comfort or repose of persons in any office, or in any dwelling, hotel or other type of residence, or 
of any persons in the vicinity, shall be deemed a violation of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-4; 
1991 Code, sec. 19-4; 2007 Code, sec. 16-50) 
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§8.03.005 Animals and fowl. 
 
The keeping of any animal or bird which by causing frequent or long-continued noise shall 
disturb the comfort or repose of any person in the vicinity shall be deemed a violation of this 
article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-5; 1991 Code, sec. 19-5; 2007 Code, sec. 16-51) 
 
§8.03.006 Defect in vehicle or load. 
 
The use of any automobile, motorcycle or vehicle so out of repair, so loaded or in such manner as 
to create loud and unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling or other noise shall be deemed a 
violation of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-6; 1991 Code, sec. 19-6; 2007 Code, sec. 16-52) 
 
§8.03.007 Loading or unloading vehicle; opening boxes or other containers. 
 
The creating of a loud and excessive noise in connection with loading or unloading any vehicle or 
the opening and destruction of bales, boxes, crates and containers shall be deemed a violation of 
this article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-7; 1991 Code, sec. 19-7; 2007 Code, sec. 16-53) 
 
§8.03.008 Pile drivers, hammers, etc.. 
 
The operation between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of any pile driver, steam shovel, 
pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist or other appliance, the use of which is 
attended by loud or unusual noise, shall be deemed a violation of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-
8; 1991 Code, sec. 19-8; 2007 Code, sec. 16-54) 
 
§8.03.009 Blowers and other engines. 
 
The operation of any noise-creating blower or power fan or any internal combustion engine, the 
operation of which causes noise due to the explosion of operating gases or fluids, unless the noise 
from such blower or fan is muffled and such engine is equipped with a muffler device sufficient 
to deaden such noise, shall be deemed a violation of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 18-9; 1991 
Code, sec. 19-9; 2007 Code, sec. 16-55) 
 
§8.03.010 Screeching of tires. 
 
The operation of any motor vehicle in such a way as to cause the tires thereof to screech except 
where the same is necessarily caused in an emergency in an attempt by the operator to avoid an 
accident or the causing of damage or injury shall be deemed a violation of this article. (1973 
Code, sec. 18-10; 1991 Code, sec. 19-10; 2007 Code, sec. 16-56) 
 
§8.03.011 Power-operated lawn mowers; construction or demolition work. 
 
(a) Hours restricted. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor-driven or power-
operated lawn mower, or to engage in any construction or demolition work within the city, 
between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. the following day. 
 
(b) Emergency permit. In the event of an emergency, a permit may be issued exempting any 
person from subsection (a) of this section for any period of time specified on the face of the 
permit. The permit may be issued free of charge by the police department. 
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(c) Governmental agencies and public utilities. Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply to 
emergencies of any governmental subdivision or any public utility. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 18-11–18-13; 1991 Code, secs. 19-11–19-13; 2007 Code, secs. 16-57–16-59) 
 
 

ARTICLE 8.04 GRAFFITI 
 
§8.04.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Graffiti means any form of marking, painting, scratching or writing including, but not limited to, 
any inscription, initial, slogan, drawing, symbol, logo, name, character or figure, regardless of the 
content or the nature of the material used or method employed, that is made in any manner to or 
on any wall, fence, sign, building or other structure. 
 
Owner means any person with the legal right of possession to property. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-141; Ordinance 94-481, sec. 2, adopted 9/15/94; 2007 Code, sec. 16-114) 
 
§8.04.002 Declaration of nuisance. 
 
It is hereby declared that permitting the presence of graffiti on any wall, fence, sign, building or 
other structure, when such graffiti is visible from a public or private street, public sidewalk or 
other public property or when visible from any private property other than the property upon 
which such graffiti is present, constitutes a public nuisance; provided, however, that the foregoing 
shall not apply to any marking, painting, scratching or writing placed or inscribed pursuant to 
governmental authority. (1991 Code, sec. 20-142; Ordinance 94-481, sec. 2, adopted 9/15/94; 
2007 Code, sec. 16-115) 
 
§8.04.003 Notice to abate; hearing. 
 
(a) Whenever a nuisance described in this article exists upon any lot, tract, or parcel of land 
within the city, and same shall come to the attention of the director of public works, it shall be the 
duty of the director to forthwith cause notice of the existence of same to be sent to the owner of 
such lot, tract, or parcel in the manner described in V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code section 
342.006; provided that the time provided in the notice for abatement of the nuisance shall be not 
less than 30 days, and such notice shall further state that the owner is entitled to request a hearing 
to be held in the manner described in subsection (b) of this section. 
 
(b) If a hearing is requested by the owner of a lot, tract or parcel of land subject to abatement 
under this article within ten days of the giving of the required notice, a hearing shall be held by 
the city manager or the city manager’s designee for the purpose of determining whether the 
conditions constitute a nuisance under the provisions of this article. The owner shall be provided 
written notice of the time and place of the hearing at least ten days prior thereto and, in 
accordance with reasonable rules adopted by the city manager, the owner and director of public 
works may present any evidence relevant to the proceedings. If conditions constituting a nuisance 
hereunder are found to exist, the city manager shall issue an order so stating. If a hearing is not 
timely requested, or if it is determined at a hearing that the condition of the property constitutes a 
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nuisance under this article, then the city shall be authorized to carry out the abatement thereof and 
to assess its expenses and place a lien against the property in the manner provided in V.T.C.A., 
Health and Safety Code section 342.007. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 20-143; Ordinance 94-481, sec. 2, adopted 9/15/94; 2007 Code, sec. 16-116) 
 
§8.04.004 Summary abatement. 
 
In addition to the remedies prescribed by this article, and cumulative thereof, if it shall be brought 
to the attention of the director of public works that any nuisance is likely to have an immediate 
adverse affect upon public health, comfort or safety, then and in that event the director of public 
works, with the concurrence of the city manager or his designee, may order such nuisance 
summarily abated by the city in a reasonably prudent manner. (1991 Code, sec. 20-144; 
Ordinance 94-481, sec. 2, adopted 9/15/94; 2007 Code, sec. 16-117) 
 
 

ARTICLE 8.05 SEX OFFENDERS 
 
§8.05.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Child or children means a person under 18 years of age. 
 
Child care facility means a facility providing for the supervision, care or education of children, 
including, but not limited to, a day care, Montessori school, day camp, Mother’s day out program 
or a facility providing after-school care. 
 
Penal institution means the same as that found in Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. article 62.001(3). 
 
Reportable conviction or adjudication means the same as that found in Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. 
article 62.001(5). 
 
Reside or residing means a temporary or permanent property or possessory interest in a residence, 
including a stay as an overnight guest. 
 
Residence means a house, apartment or other dwelling in which a person lives. 
 
Sex offender means a person with a reportable conviction or adjudication who is required to 
register with the state department of public safety under the provisions of Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. 
chapter 62. 
 
Sexual offense means those offenses requiring registration with the state department of public 
safety under the provisions of Vernon’s Ann. C.C.P. chapter 62. 
 
School means a public or nonpublic elementary or secondary school. 
 
(Ordinance 06-626, sec. 2, adopted 7/13/06; 2007 Code, sec. 28-124) 
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§8.05.002 Residency restriction. 
 
A sex offender with a reportable conviction or adjudication for a sexual offense in which the 
victim was a child shall not reside within 1,000 feet of a school or child care facility. (Ordinance 
06-626, sec. 3, adopted 7/13/06; 2007 Code, sec. 28-125) 
 
§8.05.003 Renting residence in prohibited area. 
 
A person shall not intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or with criminal negligence rent a 
residence located within 1,000 feet of a school or child care facility to a sex offender. (Ordinance 
06-626, sec. 4, adopted 7/13/06; 2007 Code, sec. 28-126) 
 
§8.05.004 Exemptions. 
 
The following persons shall be exempt from the provisions of this article: 
 

(1) A sex offender who established a residence located within 1,000 feet of a school or 
child care facility prior to the effective date of this article. 

 
(2) A sex offender residing within 1,000 feet of a school or child care facility constructed 

after the effective date of this article. 
 

(3) A sex offender incarcerated at a penal institution located within 1,000 feet of a school 
or child care facility. 

 
(4) A sex offender who is under 17 years of age or a ward under a guardianship residing 

within 1,000 feet of a school or child care facility. 
 

(5) A person who hosts a sex offender as an overnight guest in a residence located within 
1,000 feet of a school or child care facility. 

 
(6) A person responsible for the care or supervision of a sex offender who is a minor or a 

ward under a guardianship who resides within 1,000 feet of a school or child care 
facility. 

 
(7) A sex offender or person residing or employed in a facility governed by the 

regulations of the state department of state health services, the state department of 
family and protective services, the state department of aging and disability services, 
the state health and human services commission or the state board of criminal justice 
and located within 1,000 feet of a school or day care facility. 

 
(Ordinance 06-626, sec. 5, adopted 7/13/06; 2007 Code, sec. 28-127; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§8.05.005 Calculation of distance. 
 
For the purposes of this article, the distance between a residence and a school or child care 
facility shall be measured from the property line of the school or child care facility to the property 
line of the residence. (Ordinance 06-626, sec. 6, adopted 7/13/06; 2007 Code, sec. 28-128) 
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ARTICLE 8.06 UNATTENDED DONATION DUMPSTERS 
 
§8.06.001 Purpose. 
 
It shall be the purpose of this article to promote the public health, safety, general welfare, and 
appearance of the city and to minimize the potential for public and private losses by adopting 
regulations to control the placement and maintenance of unattended donation dumpsters. 
(Ordinance 17-802, sec. 1, adopted 5/11/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-500) 
 
§8.06.002 Definitions. 
 
Donation dumpster (UDD) means a bin, container, or dumpster or similar receptacle or structure 
that is located outside and that is intended for the collection of donated items and that is 
unattended. 
 
Residential area means an area in which the principal land use is for one or more private 
residences including single-family homes, duplexes and apartment complexes or as defined by 
section 9.04.001. 
 
Unattended means without an attendant on duty and on the premises at all times. 
 
Unattended donation dumpster operator (UDD operator) means any company, organization or 
person that owns and/or operates one or more UDDs in the city. 
 
(Ordinance 17-802, sec. 1, adopted 5/11/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-501) 
 
§8.06.003 Permit. 
 
(a) Required. A UDD operator shall obtain a permit from the city to place a UDD within the 
city limits. Each UDD shall require a separate and individual permit. No permit shall be issued 
until the applicable UDD permit fee has been paid and the permit application is approved by the 
city manager or his or her designee. 
 
(b) Term and scope. A permit issued for a UDD under this article: 
 

(1) Is an annual permit that expires December 31st of each year unless it is suspended or 
canceled earlier; 

 
(2) Is effective for a single location only; 

 
(3) Vests no property right in the permittee except to place and maintain a donation bin 

in accordance with the terms and conditions of this article; 
 

(4) Shall automatically expire if the permittee removes the donation bin from its 
permitted location or should the property owner request that the donation bin be 
removed from the property; and 

 
(5) Is not assignable or transferable. 

 
(c) Fee. A UDD operator shall submit with the permit application a fee as currently established 
or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. The city shall not 
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refund any portion of a permit fee after the permit is issued or rejected nor shall it prorate or 
reduce any fee due to the city. 
 
(d) Application. The permit application for a donation bin shall include: 
 

(1) The UDD operator’s name, local address and phone number, website and name of the 
responsible party, and the e-mail address of the responsible party. 

 
(2) Location address, name of business (if applicable), location/business primary contact 

and site map of the proposed location of the donation bin. 
 

(3) Signed affidavit acknowledging that a city UDD permit does not entitle the UDD 
operator to place a UDD on private or public property without notarized written 
consent of the property owner, a copy of which shall be provided to the city. 

 
(e) Grounds for denial. The city shall refuse to approve issuance or renewal of a permit for one 
or more of the following reasons: 
 

(1) Any failure to provide the information required by this article; 
 

(2) A determination by the city that inaccurate, erroneous or incomplete information has 
been submitted; 

 
(3) A false statement as to a material matter made in an application for a permit; 

 
(4) Revocation of a permit, pursuant to this article, of the UDD operator within two years 

preceding the filing of the application; 
 

(5) Refusal or failure to pay the correct permit fee amount. 
 
(Ordinance 17-802, sec. 1, adopted 5/11/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-502) 
 
§8.06.004 Regulations. 
 
The following regulations shall apply to all UDDs located within the city limits: 
 

(1) Under no circumstances shall more than one UDD be located on a single parcel of 
private or public property. 

 
(2) The location of a UDD in a parking lot shall not reduce the number of off-street 

parking spaces below the minimum required for the particular use of that property as 
set forth in section 9.02.029. 

 
(3) The UDD shall not be located within a residential area. 

 
(4) The UDD shall not cause a visual obstruction to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

 
(5) The UDD shall not exceed six feet in height, six feet in width, and six feet in depth, 

or otherwise exceed 36 square feet in area or 216 cubic feet in volume. 
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(6) The UDD shall maintain all applicable setback restrictions as set forth in section 
4.03.002 and section 9.02.023. 

 
(7) The UDD shall not cause safety hazards with regard to a designated fire lane or 

building exit. 
 

(8) The UDD shall not interfere with an access drive, off-street parking lot maneuvering 
area and/or required off-street parking space to an extent which would cause safety 
hazards and/or unnecessary inconvenience to vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

 
(9) The UDD shall be constructed of an appropriate material as approved by the chief 

building official or their designee, and shall further be maintained in good condition 
and appearance with no structural damage, holes or visible rust and shall be free of 
graffiti. 

 
(10) The UDD shall be constructed and secured as to not be accessed by anyone other 

than those responsible for the retrieval of the contents. 
 

(11) The UDD shall contain upon the front side of the bin the name, phone number and 
website of the UDD operator. 

 
(12) The UDD shall be serviced and emptied as needed, but no less than once every seven 

days. 
 

(13) The UDD operator shall maintain, or cause to be maintained, a ten-foot radius area 
surrounding the UDD free from any junk, debris or other material. The UDD operator 
shall have 24 hours from the time they receive notice from the city to remove any 
junk, debris or other material from and around the UDD. If junk, debris or other 
material is not removed within 24 hours, the city reserves the right to mitigate or 
otherwise cause for the removal of junk, debris, or other material at the UDD 
operator’s expense. 

 
(14) The UDD operator shall be responsible to the extent provided by law for the city’s 

cost to abate any unmitigated violation. 
 

(15) A UDD operator maintaining an existing UDD(s) located within the city limits as of 
June 1, 2017 shall have 90 days from the effective date of this article to obtain a 
UDD permit and be in full compliance of this article. 

 
(Ordinance 17-802, sec. 1, adopted 5/11/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-503) 
 
§8.06.005 Penalty. 
 
Any person who shall willfully, intentionally, or with criminal negligence violate any provision 
of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in 
accordance with section 1.01.009. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
(Ordinance 17-802, sec. 1, adopted 5/11/17; 2007 Code, sec. 16-504) 
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ARTICLE 8.07 JUNKED VEHICLES 
 
§8.07.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Demolisher means any person whose business is to convert a motor vehicle into processed scrap 
or scrap metal, or otherwise to wreck or dismantle motor vehicles. 
 
Junked vehicle means a motor vehicle as defined in V.T.C.A., Transportation Code section 
683.071, that: 
 

(1) Is self-propelled; 
 

(2) Does not have lawfully attached to it: 
 

(A) An unexpired license plate; and 
 

(B) A valid motor vehicle inspection certificate; and 
 

(3) Is: 
 

(A) Wrecked, dismantled or partially dismantled or discarded; or 
 

(B) Inoperable and has remained inoperable for more than: 
 

(i) If the vehicle is on public property, 72 consecutive hours; or 
 

(ii) If the vehicle is on private property, 30 consecutive days. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-49; 1991 Code, sec. 14-71; Ordinance 14-730, sec. 2, adopted 2/13/14; 2007 
Code, sec. 16-19) 
 
§8.07.002 Exclusions. 
 
(a) The provisions of this article shall not apply to a vehicle or vehicle part that: 
 

(1) Is completely enclosed in a building in a lawful manner and is not visible from the 
street or other public or private property; or 

 
(2) Is stored or parked in a lawful manner on private property in connection with the 

business of a licensed vehicle dealer or junkyard, or that is an antique or special 
interest vehicle stored by a motor vehicle collector on the collector’s property, if the 
vehicle or part and the outdoor storage area, if any, are: 

 
(A) Maintained in an orderly manner; 

 
(B) Not a health hazard; and 
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(C) Screened from ordinary public view by appropriate means, including a fence, 
rapidly growing trees or shrubbery. 

 
(b) In this section: 
 

(1) The term “antique vehicle” means a passenger car or truck that is at least 25 years 
old. 

 
(2) The term “motor vehicle collector” means a person who: 

 
(A) Owns one or more antique or special interest vehicles; and 

 
(B) Acquires, collects or disposes of an antique or special interest vehicle or part of 

an antique or special interest vehicle for personal use to restore and preserve an 
antique or special interest vehicle for historic interest. 

 
(3) The term “special interest vehicle” means a motor vehicle of any age that has not 

been changed from original manufacturer’s specifications and, because of its historic 
interest, is being preserved by a hobbyist. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-50; 1991 Code, sec. 14-72; 2007 Code, sec. 16-20) 
 
§8.07.003 Administration. 
 
This article shall be administered by regularly salaried, full-time employees of this city, except 
that the removal of vehicles or parts thereof from property may be by any duly authorized person. 
Any person authorized by the city to administer the provisions of this article may enter upon 
private property for the purposes specified in this article to examine vehicles or parts thereof, to 
obtain information as to the identity of vehicles and to remove or cause the removal of a vehicle 
or parts thereof declared to be a nuisance pursuant to this article. (1973 Code, sec. 15-51; 1991 
Code, sec. 14-73; 2007 Code, sec. 16-21) 
 
§8.07.004 Applicability of other laws. 
 
Nothing in this article shall affect provisions of this code, state law or city ordinances that permit 
the immediate removal of a vehicle left on public property which constitutes an obstruction to 
traffic. (1973 Code, sec. 15-52; 1991 Code, sec. 14-74; 2007 Code, sec. 16-22) 
 
§8.07.005 Declaration of public nuisance. 
 
A junked vehicle, including a part of a junked vehicle, is declared a public nuisance, that is 
visible at any time of the year from a public place or public right-of-way: 
 

(1) Is detrimental to the safety and welfare of the public; 
 

(2) Tends to reduce the value of private property; 
 

(3) Invites vandalism; 
 

(4) Creates a fire hazard; 
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(5) Is an attractive nuisance creating a hazard to the health and safety of minors; 
 

(6) Produces urban blight adverse to the maintenance and continuing development of 
municipalities; and 

 
(7) Is a public nuisance. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-53; 1991 Code, sec. 14-75; 2007 Code, sec. 16-23) 
 
§8.07.006 Notice to abate. 
 
(a) Issuance of order. Whenever any public nuisance exists on any premises within this city in 
violation of this article, the city manager shall order the owner of the premises, if in possession 
thereof, or the occupant of the premises, whereon such public nuisance exists, to abate or remove 
the same. 
 
(b) Nuisance on private property. For a nuisance on private property, ten days’ notice shall be 
given, stating the nature of the public nuisance on private property, that it must be removed and 
abated within ten days, and that a request for a hearing must be made before expiration of the ten-
day period. The notice shall be mailed, by certified mail with a five-day return requested, to the 
last known registered owner of the junked motor vehicle, any lienholder of record, and the owner 
or occupant of the private premises on which the public nuisance exists. If any notice is returned 
undelivered by the United States post office, official action to abate the nuisance shall be 
continued to a date not less than ten days after the date of the return. 
 
(c) Nuisance on public property. For a nuisance on public property, ten days’ notice shall be 
given, stating the nature of the public nuisance on public property or on a public right-of-way, 
that the nuisance must be removed and abated within ten days, and that a request for a hearing 
must be made before expiration of the ten-day period. The notice shall be mailed, by certified 
mail with a five-day return requested, to the last known registered owner of the junked motor 
vehicle, any lienholder of record, and the owner or occupant of the public premises, or to the 
owner or occupant of the premises adjacent to the public right-of-way on which the public 
nuisance exists. If the notice is returned undelivered by the United States Postal Service, official 
action to abate the nuisance shall be continued to a date not less than ten days after the date of the 
return. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 15-54-15-56; 1991 Code, sec. 14-76; 2007 Code, sec. 16-24) 
 
§8.07.007 Removal by city. 
 
If the owner or occupant of the premises whereupon any public nuisance, as defined by this 
article, is found, fails or refuses to comply with the notice to abate the same or fails to request a 
hearing as provided by this article within ten days after service thereof, official action shall be 
taken by the city to abate such nuisance by removal thereof from the subject premises. If within 
ten days after receipt of notice from the city manager to abate the nuisance, as herein provided, 
the owner or occupant of the premises shall give his written permission to the city manager for 
removal of the nuisance from the premises, the giving of such permission shall be considered 
compliance with the provisions of this article. All nuisances removed under the terms of this 
article shall be disposed of in such manner as hereinafter provided. (1973 Code, sec. 15-57; 1991 
Code, sec. 14-77; 2007 Code, sec. 16-25) 
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§8.07.008 Public hearing. 
 
(a) If the owner or occupant of the public or private premises, or the owner or occupant of the 
premises adjacent to the public right-of-way, on which a public nuisance is located, so desires, he 
may, within the ten-day period after service of notice to abate the nuisance, request in writing of 
the city manager a public hearing to determine whether or not he is in violation of the provisions 
of this article. Upon receiving a request for a public hearing, the city manager shall set a date and 
time for such hearing before the city council or any other board, commission or official of the 
city, as designated by the council, and shall notify the owner or occupant of the subject premises 
of the place, date and time of such hearing. 
 
(b) At such hearing it shall be determined whether or not the owner or occupant of the subject 
premises is, in fact, in violation of this article. Upon a finding that the owner or occupant is in 
violation of this article, the owner or occupant shall be ordered to remove and abate the nuisance 
within ten days, the same being a reasonable time. Any resolution or order requiring the removal 
of a vehicle or part thereof shall include a description of the vehicle and the correct identification 
number and license number of the vehicle, if the information is available at the site. 
 
(c) If the owner or occupant of the subject premises shall fail and refuse, within ten days, to 
comply with the order or resolution, he shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon such 
failure to comply, the city shall also have the authority by and through its authorized agents to 
take possession of and remove such nuisance from the subject premises and dispose of the same, 
but the city shall not be obligated to do so. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-58; 1991 Code, sec. 14-78; 2007 Code, sec. 16-26) 
 
§8.07.009 Disposal. 
 
Junked vehicles or parts thereof may be disposed of by removal to a scrap yard, demolisher or 
any suitable site operated by the city for processing as scrap or salvage, if such site exists, which 
process shall be consistent with section 8.07.010. A junked vehicle disposed of to a demolisher, 
in accordance with this article, shall not be transferred to such demolisher until application has 
been approved by the state department of motor vehicles as provided in V.T.C.A., Transportation 
Code section 683.054. The duties of demolishers are outlined in V.T.C.A., Transportation Code 
section 683.056. (1973 Code, sec. 15-59; 1991 Code, sec. 14-79; 2007 Code, sec. 16-27) 
 
§8.07.010 Vehicles not be reconstructed after removal. 
 
After a vehicle or part thereof has been removed from the premises upon which it was situated 
under any provision of this article, it shall not be reconstructed or made operable by any person. 
(1973 Code, sec. 15-60; 1991 Code, sec. 14-80; 2007 Code, sec. 16-28) 
 
§8.07.011 Notice to department of motor vehicles. 
 
Within five days after the date of removal of a vehicle under the provisions of this article, notice 
shall be given to the state department of motor vehicles identifying the vehicle or part thereof in 
order that the department may forthwith cancel the certificate of title to such vehicle pursuant to 
V.T.C.A., Transportation Code section 501.1003. (1973 Code, sec. 15-61; 1991 Code, sec. 14-81; 
2007 Code, sec. 16-29) 
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ARTICLE 8.08 CONDUCT AND TRAFFIC AT DRIVE-IN RESTAURANTS 
 
§8.08.001 Definition. 
 
For the purposes of this article, the term “drive-in restaurant” means and shall be deemed to be 
any restaurant where food or beverages are served directly to or are permitted to be consumed by 
patrons in automobiles, motorcycles or other vehicles parked on the premises. (1973 Code, sec. 
19-52; 1991 Code, sec. 20-51; 2007 Code, sec. 28-75) 
 
§8.08.002 Duty of operator to maintain order. 
 
The owner, lessee or operator of any drive-in restaurant shall maintain quiet and good order upon 
the premises thereof and shall not permit disorderly or other unlawful conduct or loitering 
thereon, nor shall he cause or permit any noise or nuisance on the parking lot of the drive-in 
restaurant whereby the quiet and good order of the neighborhood may be disturbed. (1973 Code, 
sec. 19-53; 1991 Code, sec. 20-52; 2007 Code, sec. 28-76) 
 
§8.08.003 Prohibited acts. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person on the premises of a drive-in restaurant to: 
 

(1) Race the engine of any motor vehicle; needlessly bring to a sudden start or stop any 
motor vehicle; blow any horn of any motor vehicle; or cause to be made any other 
loud or unseemly noise, nuisance or disturbance whereby the quiet and good order of 
the premises or the neighborhood may be disturbed. 

 
(2) Enter the premises of any drive-in restaurant in a motor vehicle of any kind and park 

the vehicle and leave the premises without getting the consent of the owner or 
operator thereof. 

 
(3) Enter the premises of any drive-in restaurant in a motor vehicle of any kind and use 

such premises for cruising, racing, as a shortcut to another street, or to annoy or 
endanger any person or other vehicle lawfully on the premises. 

 
(4) Congregate in groups of three or more persons and linger and loiter at any location on 

the premises of any drive-in restaurant other than in the restaurant building or in a 
legally parked vehicle. 

 
(5) Remain on the premises of the drive-in restaurant after having been directed to leave 

by the owner, manager or other person in charge of the premises. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 19-54; 1991 Code, sec. 20-53; 2007 Code, sec. 28-77) 
 
§8.08.004 Posting of sign. 
 
It shall be the duty of the restaurant operator to post on the premises in a conspicuous location 
one or more signs bearing the following legend: “Humble City Code prohibits cruising in or 
congregating and loitering outside of a motor vehicle. No unoccupied vehicles may be left on 
these premises without the consent of the restaurant operator.” (1973 Code, sec. 19-55; 1991 
Code, sec. 20-54; 2007 Code, sec. 28-78) 
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ARTICLE 8.09 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

 
Division 1. Generally 

 
§§8.09.001–8.09.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Attempt to Possess 
 
§8.09.031 Determination of “attempt to possess”. 
 
For the purposes of this article, “attempt to possess” shall be an offense, if with specific intent to 
commit the offense of possession of marijuana of the weight of two ounces or less, or with 
specific intent to commit the offense of possession of any of the compounds, mixtures or 
preparations named in this article, a person does an act, amounting to more than mere preparation, 
that tends but fails to effect the commission of the offense intended. (1973 Code, sec. 19-65; 1991 
Code, sec. 20-26; 2007 Code, sec. 28-39) 
 
§8.09.032 Attempted possession of marijuana. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally or knowingly attempt to possess a usable 
quantity of marijuana of the weight of two ounces or less. (1973 Code, sec. 19-61; 1991 Code, 
sec. 20-27; 2007 Code, sec. 28-40) 
 
§8.09.033 Attempted possession of other unlawful substances. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to intentionally or knowingly attempt to possess any 
compound, mixture or preparation containing any of the following limited quantities of narcotic 
drugs, which shall include one or more non-narcotic active medicinal ingredients in sufficient 
proportion to confer upon the compound, mixture or preparation valuable medicinal qualities 
other than those possessed by the narcotic drug alone: 
 

(1) Not more than 200 milligrams of codeine per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams. 
 

(2) Not more than 100 milligrams of dihydrocodeine per 100 milliliters or per 100 
grams. 

 
(3) Not more than 100 milligrams of ethylmorphine per 100 milliliters or per 100 grams. 

 
(4) Not more than 2.5 milligrams of diphenoxylate and not less than 25 micrograms of 

atropine sulfate per dosage unit. 
 

(5) Not more than 15 milligrams of opium per 29.5729 milliliters or per 28.35 grams. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 19-62; 1991 Code, sec. 20-28; 2007 Code, sec. 28-41) 
 
§8.09.034 Exceptions. 
 
The provisions of sections 8.09.032 and 8.09.033 shall not be applicable to (i) the delivery of 
dangerous drugs to persons included in any of the classes hereinafter named, or to the agents or 
employees of such persons, for use in the usual course of their business or practice or in the 
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performance of their official duties, as the case may be, or (ii) the possession of dangerous drugs 
by such persons or their agents or employees for such use: 
 

(1) A pharmacy, drugstore, dispensary, apothecary shop or prescription laboratory, duly 
registered with the state board of pharmacy. 

 
(2) A person licensed by the state medical board, state board of dental examiners, state 

board of podiatric medical examiners and state board of veterinary medical 
examiners to prescribe and administer dangerous drugs. 

 
(3) Persons who procure dangerous drugs for the purpose of lawful research, teaching or 

testing, and not for resale. 
 

(4) Hospitals which procure dangerous drugs for lawful administration by practitioners. 
 

(5) Officers or employees of federal, state or local government. 
 

(6) Manufacturers and wholesalers registered with the commissioner of health as 
required by V.T.C.A., Health and Safety Code section 481.061. 

 
(7) Carriers and warehousemen. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 19-63; 1991 Code, sec. 20-29; 2007 Code, sec. 28-42) 
 
§8.09.035 Prosecution for attempt. 
 
It shall be no defense to prosecution for an attempt under this article that the offense attempted 
was actually committed. (1973 Code, sec. 19-64; 1991 Code, sec. 20-30; 2007 Code, sec. 28-43) 
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ARTICLE 9.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 

(Reserved) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.02 SUBDIVISIONS† 
 
§9.02.001 Title. 
 
These rules and regulations shall be known and cited as the subdivision regulations of the city. 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-1; Ordinance 276, sec. 1, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-1) 
 
§9.02.002 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Alley means a public or private right-of-way primarily designed to serve as secondary access to 
the side or rear of those properties whose principal frontage is on some other street. 
 
Applicant means the owner of land proposed to be subdivided or his representative. Consent shall 
be required from the legal owner of the premises. 
 
Block means a tract of land bounded by streets, or by a combination of streets and public parks, 
cemeteries, railroad rights-of-way, shorelines of waterways, or boundary lines of municipalities. 
 
Bond means any form of security, including cash deposit, surety bond, collateral, property or 
instrument of credit, in an amount and form satisfactory to the city council. All bonds shall be 
approved by the city council whenever a bond is required by these regulations. 
 
Building means any structure built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, 
chattels or movable property of any kind, and includes any structure. A building includes a 
structure; a building or structure includes any part thereof. 
 
Building setback line means the distance between a building and the street right-of-way line 
nearest thereto. 
 
Cul-de-sac means a local street with only one outlet and having an appropriate terminal for the 
safe and convenient reversal of traffic movement. 
 
Developer means the owner of land proposed to be subdivided or his representative. Consent 
shall be required from the legal owner of the premises. 
 

                                                      
† Editor’s note–This article consists of the subdivision regulations previously published as chapter 38 in 
the 2007 Code of Ordinances. Section and subsection numbers, style, capitalization and formatting have 
been changed to be consistent with the remainder of the Code of Ordinances, and this will be maintained in 
future amendments to this article. Changes in the names of state agencies have been incorporated without 
notation. Obviously misspelled words have been corrected without notation. Except for these changes, such 
provisions are printed herein as published in the 2007 Code and as subsequently amended. Any other 
material added for purposes of clarification is enclosed in brackets. 
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Easement means authorization by a property owner for the use by another, and for a specified 
purpose, of any designated part of this property. 
 
Escrow means a deposit of cash with the local government in lieu of an amount required and still 
in force on a performance or maintenance bond. Such escrow funds shall be deposited by the city 
in a separate account. 
 
Final plat means the map or plan or record of a subdivision or any accompanying material, as 
described in these regulations. 
 
Herein means in this article. 
 
Lot means a tract, plot or portion of a subdivision or other parcel of land intended as a unit for the 
purpose, whether immediate or future, of transfer of ownership or for building development. 
 
Preliminary plan means the preliminary drawing, described in these regulations, indicating the 
proposed manner or layout of the subdivision to be submitted to the planning commission for 
approval. 
 
Public improvement means any drainage ditch, roadway, sidewalk, pedestrian way, off-street 
parking area, lot improvement or other facility for which the local government may ultimately 
assume the responsibility for maintenance and operations, or which may affect an improvement 
for which local government responsibility is established. All such improvements shall be properly 
bonded. 
 
Regulations means this article. 
 
Resubdivision means a change in a map of an approved or recorded subdivision plat if such 
change affects any street layout on such map or area reserved thereon for public use, or any lot 
line; or if it affects any map or plan legally recorded prior to the adoption of any regulations 
controlling subdivisions. 
 
Review means to examine or assess formally with the possibility or intention of instituting a 
change if necessary. 
 
Right-of-way means a strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by a street, crosswalk, 
railroad, road, electric transmission line, oil or gas pipeline, water main, sanitary or storm sewer 
main, or for another special use. The usage of the term “right-of-way” for land-platting purposes 
shall mean that every right-of-way hereafter established and shown on a final plat is to be 
separate and distinct from the lots or parcels adjoining such right-of-way and not included within 
the dimensions or areas of such lots or parcels. Rights-of-way intended for streets, crosswalks, 
water mains, sanitary sewers, storm drains or any other use involving maintenance by a public 
agency shall be dedicated to public use by the maker of the plat on which such right-of-way is 
established. 
 
Single-family detached dwelling unit means a dwelling structure having accommodations for and 
occupied by only one family and entirely surrounded by open space on its individual lot. 
 
Single-family dwelling unit means a place occupied by a single family. 
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Street means that portion of a right-of-way between property lines, measured at right angles to the 
centerline of the right-of-way, in which the traveled roadway, sidewalks and certain utilities are 
placed. A street is intended to provide the principal means of vehicular access to abutting lots and 
parcels. 
 
Subdivider means any person who: 
 

(1) Having an interest in land, causes it, directly or indirectly, to be divided into a 
subdivision; 

 
(2) Directly or indirectly sells, leases or develops, or offers to sell, lease or develop, or 

advertises for sale, lease or development, any interest, lot, parcel, site, unit or plot in 
a subdivision; 

 
(3) Engages directly or through an agent in the business of selling, leasing, developing or 

offering for sale, lease or development a subdivision or an interest, lot, parcel, site, 
unit or plot in a subdivision; and 

 
(4) Is directly or indirectly controlled by, or under direct, or indirect common control 

with any of the foregoing. 
 
All persons who, after the above events described in this definition occur, shall be considered to 
have an interest in land whether as buyer or lessee and shall be a subdivider. 
 
Subdivision means the division of any lot, tract or parcel of land by plat, map or description into 
two or more parts, lots or sites for the purpose, whether immediate or future, of sale, rental or 
lease, or division of ownership. Any dedication and the laying out or realignment of new streets, 
or other public or private access ways, with or without lotting, shall constitute a subdivision. 
Subdivision shall also include the resubdivision and replatting of land or lots that are part of a 
previously recorded subdivision. The term “addition” means a subdivision as defined herein. The 
term “subdivision” shall also include the division of land whether by plat or by metes and bonds 
description and, when appropriate to the context, shall relate to the process of subdividing or to 
the land subdivided. 
 

(1) Land divided solely because of a partition deed, devise or intestacy shall not be 
considered a subdivision, providing the resulting land ownerships are consistent with 
the terms of the partition deed, the probated will or the intestacy law. However, a plat 
showing such division and resulting ownerships must be filed with the city council. 

 
(2) A gift of land shall not be considered as a subdivision providing it is totally a gift of 

love and affection only and a timely federal gift tax return is to be filed and a copy of 
the same is filed with the city council together with a plat showing the division and 
resulting ownerships. In the event a gift was not of sufficient value for a federal gift 
tax return to be filed, then an affidavit stating such fact together with the plat 
showing the division and resulting ownerships may be filed in lieu of the federal gift 
tax return copy. 
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Used or occupied, as applied to any land or building, means and shall be construed to include the 
terms “intended, arranged or designed to be used or occupied.” 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-2; Ordinance 276, sec. 34, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 05-601, sec. I, adopted 
6/23/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-2; Ordinance 21-893, sec. 1, adopted 3/11/21) 
 
§9.02.003 Violations and penalties. 
 
Violation of the provisions of this article or failure to comply with any of its requirements, unless 
a variance has been granted by the council, shall constitute a misdemeanor. Nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the city from taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or 
remedy any violation. (1991 Code, sec. 28-3; Ordinance 276, sec. 37, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, 
sec. 38-3) 
 
§9.02.004 Determination. 
 
The following rules, regulations and procedures are determined by the city council as absolutely 
essential and necessary to promote the public health, welfare, safety, morals and general welfare 
of the city and assist in providing for the orderly development and growth in the city. (1991 Code, 
sec. 28-4; Ordinance 276, sec. 2, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-4) 
 
§9.02.005 Purpose and intent. 
 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of these subdivision regulations is to provide for the orderly, safe and 
healthful development of the area within the city’s jurisdiction; to promote the health, safety and 
general welfare of the community at large; and to provide for the orderly and reasonable 
protection and preservation of the various characteristics of the physical environment. 
 
(b) Intent. In order to implement the purpose of these regulations it is the city’s intent to 
provide in this article reasonable means toward the end results that: 
 

(1) The development of land and subdivisions shall be of such nature, shape and location 
that the utilization thereof will not impair the general welfare of the community at 
large, and to minimize against the dangers of fires, floods, land erosion and 
landslides or other such menaces. 

 
(2) Proper utilities and services for adequate drainage, water supply and disposal of 

sanitary and industrial waste will be provided. 
 

(3) Streets and other circulation systems will be safe, convenient and functional systems 
for vehicular and pedestrian access and circulation. 

 
(4) Adequate and appropriate sites for schools, parks, recreation, open space and other 

community services and facilities required by the community will be available. 
 

(5) The existing topography, vegetation and wildlife of the community with respect to 
the natural beauty and environmental amenities thereof will be protected, preserved 
and enhanced in an orderly and reasonable manner. 
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(6) All subdivision and land development, whether for residential or nonresidential 
purposes, directly relates to the city’s adopted comprehensive plan subject to 
reasonable variations. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-5; Ordinance 276, sec. 3, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-5) 
 
§9.02.006 Application and jurisdiction of regulations. 
 
(a) Compliance with regulations. No person shall create a subdivision of land within the 
corporate limits of the city or within the extraterritorial jurisdictional area (or apportioned 
extraterritorial jurisdictional area as mutually agreed upon by the governing bodies of the cities 
concerned) without complying with the provisions of these regulations and those required by the 
state. All plats and subdivisions of any such land shall conform to the rules and regulations set 
forth herein. 
 
(b) When platting required. Every owner of any tract of land situated within the corporate 
limits or extraterritorial jurisdictional area who may hereafter divide the same in two or more 
parts for the purpose of laying out any subdivision (whether for residential or nonresidential 
purposes) of any tract of land or any addition to the city, or for laying out lots, parcels or building 
lots, and streets, alleys or parts or other portions intended for public use, or the use of purchasers 
or owners of lots fronting thereon or adjacent thereto, shall cause a plat to be made thereof in 
conformance with the provisions of these regulations. 
 
(c) Extraterritorial jurisdiction. The city has and shall exercise its extraterritorial jurisdiction 
concerning land not within the city’s corporate limits as cited in V.T.C.A., Local Government 
Code chapter 42, with respect to subdivision platting and land development. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-6; Ordinance 276, sec. 4, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-6) 
 
§9.02.007 Administration and enforcement. 
 
(a) Duties and responsibilities of processing, reviewing and approving bodies. 
 

(1) City manager. The city manager shall act as the ex officio secretary for the city 
council responsible for processing plans and plats, referring such to the city 
planner/engineer, city council and city attorney for review, filing required legal 
notices, and notifying adjacent property owners affected by plans and plats that are 
submitted to the city. The city manager shall file all final plats in the county clerk’s 
office on behalf of the city, when authorized by the council. The city manager shall 
be a permanent city staff employee in conformance with city policies and procedures. 

 
(2) City attorney. The city attorney shall be responsible for preparing all legal forms, 

certificates and other legal documents identified elsewhere in this article, except 
those which are to be furnished by the applicant. He shall approve the content and 
form of any required legal document associated with the subdividing and platting of 
land prior to such approval and execution by the city council. 

 
(3) City planner/city engineer. The city planner/city engineer shall be responsible for 

reviewing and making recommendation to the city council on all preliminary plans, 
short form and final plats; and [shall] approve all construction development plans and 
specifications, and related supporting documents (other than those described in 
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subsection (a)(2) of this section) and approve the installation of all public 
improvements in the subdivision prior to acceptance by the city. 

 
(4) City council. The city council shall be responsible for reviewing and approving all 

preliminary plans, short form and final plats and supporting documents. The council 
shall adopt rules and regulations governing the submittal and review of plans and 
plats which govern its action, consistent with the provisions of this article, and file 
same in the office of the city secretary. The council shall approve or disapprove any 
preliminary plan, short form or final plat and related supporting documents, within 35 
days from the date of the meeting at which such good and sufficient cause to table 
such action is necessary in order to obtain additional needed information [sic], or for 
plan/plat revisions by the applicant in order to comply with this article. The city 
council shall give final approval on all final plats. The council shall approve final 
acceptance of work done in the subdivision relating to streets, utilities, drainage and 
other public features, upon recommendation of the city engineer. 

 
(b) Filing and review fees, and applications. Whenever any preliminary plan, short form or 
final plat, or request for street, alley, easement or plat vacation is filed with the city, such 
application (on city forms) shall be accompanied by a filing and review fee, in such amounts as 
may be set forth from time to time by the city council. 
 
(c) Effect of approval of plans and plats. 
 

(1) Preliminary plan. Upon approval of the preliminary plan by the city council, three 
signed and dated copies thereof shall be executed by the council. One such copy shall 
be retained in the permanent files of the city secretary, one copy to the city 
planner/engineer’s office for its file, and one copy to the developer of the subdivision 
for his file. Approval of the preliminary plan by the council shall not be construed as 
final acceptance nor approval of the subdivision but merely indicates general 
concurrence with the layout and proposals contained therein. Plan approval does, 
however, authorize the developer to proceed with “rough” cutting of streets only if he 
so chooses, and encourages the developer to proceed with the preparation of final 
construction drawings and specifications required for the development of the 
subdivision and to proceed with the preparation of the final plat. A digital review is 
required prior to submission. Each review will be assessed a review fee. 

 
(2) Short form and final plats. Any short form subdivision plat submitted in which public 

utilities are already in place and drainage provisions have been made, shall be 
forwarded to the city council for its approval and signatures. Distribution of signed 
and approved short form plats shall be the same as for final plats. No sale of any lot 
within the subdivision may be consummated until the final plat has been approved by 
the city and duly filed in the county clerk’s office. Four signed and dated copies shall 
be executed by the city council, attested by the city secretary, and dated thereof. 
When the plat has been approved and signed by the council, the city manager shall be 
directed to cause the plat and supporting documents thereof to be filed in the county 
clerk’s office within 15 days of such authorization. The city manager shall then retain 
one signed copy with street address numbers in its permanent engineering files, 
transmit one copy to the council for its permanent file, one copy to the city 
planner/engineer for its file and placement on the city’s official base map, and one 
copy to the subdivider for his file. All final plats shall be substantially in accord with 
the previously approved preliminary plan of the subdivision. The final plat shall be 
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submitted for approval by the city within one year of the date the preliminary plan of 
the subdivision was approved by the council, otherwise approval of the preliminary 
plan shall be deemed null and void and the developer will be required to resubmit a 
preliminary plan. The council may, however, grant a reasonable extension of time to 
the developer for submitting the final plat beyond the one-year period, upon written 
request and justification thereof by the developer. A digital review is required prior to 
submission. Each review will be assessed a review fee. 

 
(3) Compliance with ordinances. No building permit shall be issued on any land forming 

any part of a subdivision unless the applicable provisions of this article have been 
complied with as well as all other applicable ordinances of the city referring to 
building permits and the plat has been filed of record. 

 
(d) Enforcement. In addition to other remedy provided by law, the city and its officers shall 
have the right to enjoin any violation of these regulations by injunction issued by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
 
(e) Changes on preliminary or final plats when resubmitting. The developer and qualified 
professional land planner, landscape architect, civil engineer or land surveyor trained and 
experienced in land subdivision design, are to document (on a separate sheet) and sign any 
changes on any preliminary or final plats when resubmitting them to the city council. Any 
supporting documents shall be noted with the name and address of the person preparing them. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-7; Ordinance 276, sec. 5, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, sec. 1, adopted 
12/8/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-7; Ordinance 21-893, sec. 2, adopted 3/11/21) 
 
§9.02.008 General type and character of plans and plats to be submitted. 
 
(a) Preliminary plan. 
 

(1) Purpose. The preliminary plan is intended to indicate all planning factors and 
considerations necessary to enable the city to determine whether the proposed plan 
for land development or redevelopment is satisfactory from the standpoint of the 
public interest. The plan, related supporting documents and the review thereof are 
intended to produce a subdivision design in which all applicable planning factors 
have been recognized and reconciled, as distinguished from a final plat in which the 
engineering factor of dimensional precision is the predominant objective. 

 
(2) Plan preparation. The preliminary plan drawing shall ordinarily be prepared by a 

qualified professional land planner, landscape architect, civil engineer or land 
surveyor trained and experienced in subdivision design. Accompanying legal 
instruments and attendant documents shall ordinarily be prepared by a qualified 
professional attorney-at-law trained and experienced in such matters. Six copies of 
the preliminary plan and supporting documents shall be filed with the city manager 
not less than 14 days before a meeting is held thereon by the council. 

 
(3) Type and scale of plan drawing. The preliminary plan shall be drawn in ink on 

reproducible Mylar, tracing linen or tracing vellum with all information shown 
thereon enclosed by heavy border line. The plan drawing scale shall be one inch 
equals 100 feet, provided that when special conditions warrant, a smaller or larger 
scale may be accepted when prior approval of the city manager has been obtained. 
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The plan and supporting documents shall contain the information prescribed in 
section 9.02.009. 

 
(b) Final plat. 
 

(1) Purpose. The final plat is that instrument which, along with its related supporting 
documents, becomes the official, accurate, permanent record of the subdivision of 
land. It shall substantially conform to the preliminary plan as approved by the 
council, and may include all or only a portion of the approved preliminary plan. No 
final plat may be recorded in the office of the county clerk until such plat shall first 
have been approved by the council, and no lot or parcels within the subdivision may 
be sold or conveyed until the final plat therefor has been approved and duly recorded 
in the county clerk’s office. 

 
(2) Plat preparation. The final plat drawing shall be prepared by a registered professional 

civil engineer, or registered land surveyor, duly licensed by the state, who may 
legally certify as to the accuracy thereof. Six copies of the final plat and supporting 
documents shall accompany each application for final plat approval. 

 
(3) Type and scale of plat drawing. The final plat shall be drawn in ink on reproducible 

Mylar, tracing linen or tracing vellum, with all information shown thereon enclosed 
by a heavy border line. The plat drawing scale shall be one inch equals 100 feet or 
larger. The plat drawing and supporting documents shall contain the necessary 
information prescribed in section 9.02.010. 

 
(4) Final approval by sections. 

 
(A) A subdivider may, at his option, elect to obtain final plat approval by sections 

or portions of the tract being divided, provided that such tract contains a 
minimum of 15 acres. If a subdivider so elects, he shall submit a master 
preliminary plat, identified as such, which master preliminary plat shall comply 
in all respects with the requirements for preliminary plats contained in 
subsection (a) of this section. The master preliminary plat shall also be 
accompanied by evidence of notice to all utility providers, whether public or 
private, of the intent to subdivide, the intended use of the property within the 
subdivision, and evidence that such utility providers were furnished a copy of 
the master preliminary plat that is filed with the city. Each final plat of each 
such section or portion shall comply fully with the requirements set forth 
herein for final plats. An updated master preliminary plat shall be submitted 
with each application for a final plat to reflect all sections or portions 
previously finally platted and the new section or portion of the tract being 
divided. Provided, further, that each final plat of each such section or portion 
shall bear the name of the entire subdivision, but shall be distinguished from 
each other section or portion by letter, number or subtitle. Block numbers shall 
run consecutively throughout the entire subdivision, even though such entire 
subdivision may be finally approved by sections or portions. Each subsequent 
final plat shall comply in full with the master preliminary plat; amendments to 
the master preliminary plat may be accomplished only through the formal 
replat of such master preliminary plat. Provided, further, that it shall be 
unlawful for any person to construct any street, utility facility, building, 
structure or other improvement on the remaining portion of such subdivision 
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for which a final plat has not been recorded. Submission of a master 
preliminary plat for final approval must be accompanied by a nonrefundable 
application fee in the amount established by resolution adopted by city council. 

 
(B) The approval status of any such master preliminary plat shall be contingent 

upon final platting of the entire area within the boundaries the master 
preliminary plat in a timely manner. To such end, the city council shall 
establish a term for the approval of any master preliminary plat, which term 
shall take into account the size and nature of the entire proposed development. 
The term of approval for a master preliminary plat shall be not less than two 
years or more than five years, and may require the final platting of minimum 
portions of the territory subject to the master preliminary plat within specified 
schedules. Provided, however, that upon the showing of good cause, the city 
council may extend final platting timelines for periods not to exceed one year. 
Failure to obtain final plat approvals within the required approval time frames 
shall require reapproval of the areas within the master preliminary plat 
boundaries for which final plat approval has not been obtained. Any 
preliminary and final plat approvals thereafter shall be subject to the rules and 
regulations governing plats and subdivisions in effect at the time such new 
applications are filed. 

 
(c) Short form plat. 
 

(1) Purpose. A short procedure for subdividing land may be followed to obtain 
subdivision approval when the land proposed to be subdivided, resubdivided or 
replatted meets the following conditions and requirements: 

 
(A) Such land abuts upon a major street of adequate width and is so situated that no 

additional streets and no alleys, major easements or other public property is 
required in order to meet the requirements of this article. 

 
(B) The perimeter of the tract being subdivided has been surveyed and marked on 

the ground and a plat thereof prepared and filed with the city secretary, and the 
nearest corner of each lot or parcel of such proposed subdivision is tied to a 
known corner which is adequately marked by a concrete monument or iron 
stake. 

 
(C) The topography of the tract and the surrounding lands is such that no regard 

need to be given in such subdivision to drainage or, where drainage facilities 
are required, arrangements have been made for the construction of such 
facilities. 

 
(D) The utilities, as required by the city, are in place to serve each parcel or lot of 

such subdivision, or resubdivision or replat, or arrangements to provide such 
utilities have been made. 

 
(E) An environmental assessment, as described in section 9.02.009(c)(2), is not 

required. 
 

(F) The subdivision for which the short form plat is made does not include more 
than five lots. 
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(2) Plat preparation. The short form plat drawing and supporting documents shall be 

prepared as prescribed for a final plat noted in subsection (b)(1) of this section. 
 

(3) Type and scale of plat drawing. The requirements prescribed in subsection (b)(3) of 
this section for final plats of these regulations, shall apply to the short form plat. 

 
(d) Development plats. 
 

(1) Authority. This subsection (d) is adopted pursuant to V.T.C.A., Local Government 
Code, chapter 212, subchapter B, sections 212.041–212.050, as amended. 

 
(2) Purpose. Development plats shall be required to ensure that adequate easements and 

rights-of-way will be provided with respect to land not subject to subdivision platting 
requirements. Separate site plan approval shall not be required. 

 
(3) Applicability. For purposes of this subsection, the term “development” shall mean the 

new construction, or the enlargement of any exterior dimension of any commercial or 
multifamily residential building, structure, or improvement of any nature. This 
subsection shall apply to any land lying within the city or within its extraterritorial 
jurisdiction, which has not been platted prior to the effective date of this subsection. 

 
(4) Circumventing subdivision plat process prohibited. No development plat shall be 

approved in lieu of, or for the purpose of circumventing, the subdivision platting 
requirements of this article 9.02. 

 
(5) Prohibition on development. No development shall commence, nor shall any building 

permit, utility connection permit, electrical connection permit, or similar permit be 
issued for any development subject to this subsection until a development plat has 
been reviewed and approved in the same manner required for the approval of final 
plats under this article 9.02. 

 
(6) Standards for approval. The development plat shall not be approved until the 

following standards have been satisfied: 
 

(A) The proposed development conforms to the comprehensive plan, plans, rules 
and ordinances of the city concerning its current and future streets, sidewalks, 
alleys, and public utilities facilities; 

 
(B) Public dedications to serve the development have been tendered; 

 
(C) Construction of required improvements has been completed, or their 

construction has been guaranteed in the same manner as is required incident to 
the approval of final plats; and 

 
(D) The proposed development conforms to the general plan, rules and ordinances 

that are related to platting and development that would not, absent this 
subsection, be applicable to the development. 
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(7) Conditions. The city council may impose such conditions on the approval of a 
development plat as are necessary to ensure compliance with the standards set forth 
above. 

 
(8) Approval procedure. The application and application materials for a development plat 

shall be submitted to the city in the same manner as a final plat and shall be 
approved, conditionally approved, or denied by the city council in a similar manner 
as a final plat. 

 
(9) Recordation. Upon approval, the development plat shall be filed with the county 

clerk of Harris County in the same manner as prescribed for the filing of final plats. 
Approval of a development plat shall expire if the plat is not filed at the county 
within the time periods specified for a final plat. Provided, however, the city manager 
is not required to file a development plat with the county clerk if the city manager 
determines that either: 

 
(A) The person is required to file a subdivision plat, amending plat, replat, or other 

document of conveyance or dedication in the permanent deed or public records 
of the county clerk for the area to be developed; or 

 
(B) The approval of the development plat does not: 

 
(i) Provide for the acceptance of any proposed dedication for the public use 

or use by persons other than the owner of the property covered by the 
development plat; 

 
(ii) Change any public easement; and 

 
(iii) Relocate a lot or boundary line, or change the number of lots. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-8; Ordinance 276, sec. 6, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, secs. 2–5, 
adopted 12/8/05; Ordinance 07-633, sec. 1, adopted 1/11/07; 2007 Code, sec. 38-8; Ordinance 20-
874 adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§9.02.009 Preliminary plan requirements; exhibits and supporting documents. 
 
(a) Conventional subdivision developments. When a proposed land development encompasses 
all of a tract, or a portion of a tract later to be subdivided in its entirety, a preliminary plan and 
supporting documents of the entire tract shall be prepared and submitted for approval. Such plan 
shall delineate the necessary characteristics of the tract, both existing and proposed, in 
conformance with the requirements specified in this section, and shall be considered to be a 
specific guide for the development of the affected area. The plan and supporting documents shall 
become operative upon approval, adoption and certification by the council. 
 
(b) Plan drawing exhibit. The preliminary plan drawing shall show all necessary physical 
locations, identifications, elevations and general dimensions of all applicable existing and 
proposed on-site and contiguous off-site physical features identified herein. It shall be the 
responsibility of the applicant to fully comply with these requirements and to so certify in writing. 
Where the complexity of existing and proposed information required to be shown on the plan, as 
outlined in this subsection, could or would cause confusion in the proper evaluation thereof by the 
city, such plan data may be shown on two separate drawings at the same scale. Drawing No. 1 
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shall show the information required in subsections (b)(1), (2) and (3) of this section, and Drawing 
No. 2 shall show that information required in subsections (b)(1), (2)(I) and (4) of this section. The 
applicant shall exercise proper discretion as whether or not to combine or separate the required 
preliminary plan drawing information, keeping in mind the purpose of clarity and completeness 
thereof. 
 

(1) Base information. 
 

(A) Graphic scale of drawing at one inch equals 100 feet (or other such scale as 
previously approved in accordance with section 9.02.008(a)(3)). 

 
(B) North point (located adjacent to the graphic scale). 

 
(C) Key map showing (at a small scale) the geographic location of the subdivision 

with respect to its overall position and relationship within the city. 
 

(D) Name (title) of the land development project/subdivision which shall not have 
the same spelling or pronunciation similar to any other such project/subdivision 
located within the city or its extraterritorial jurisdiction area. 

 
(E) Name of the survey in which the subdivision is located. 

 
(F) Name, address and profession of the person who prepared the plan drawing, 

and date thereof. 
 

(G) Names and addresses of the record owner and subdivider/developer of the 
subdivision. 

 
(H) Names of the owners of contiguous parcels of unsubdivided land and the 

names of contiguous subdivisions within 200 feet, and the county recorder’s 
book and page number thereof, and the lot patterns of these subdivisions shown 
by dotted or light dashed lines. 

 
(I) Location of the city’s corporate limit lines and extraterritorial jurisdiction lines, 

if they traverse or form a part of the boundary of the subdivision or are 
contiguous to such boundary. 

 
(J) Perimeter subdivision boundary lines, indicated by heavy lines, and the 

distances and bearings thereof. The subdivision boundary shall be construed to 
include that part of adjacent boundary streets which were previously 
established by dedication or purchase from the tract being subdivided. 

 
(K) Gross acreage of the subdivision shall be noted thereon. 

 
(L) Approval block attesting to the approval of the preliminary plan by the council 

along with the date thereof. 
 

(2) Existing general site information. 
 

(A) Public street and highway right-of-way lines with existing traveled roadway 
widths noted therein. 
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(B) Public alley right-of-way lines. 

 
(C) Private street/drive right-of-way lines with existing traveled roadway widths 

noted therein. 
 

(D) Drainage and utility easements including the widths and purposes thereof. 
 

(E) Railroad right-of-way lines including the widths, centerlines and purposes 
thereof (i.e., main line trackage or spur trackage). 

 
(F) Lot and parcel lines. 

 
(G) Public use areas/site (i.e., schools, parks, open space, etc.). 

 
(H) General outline of areas embraced by tree cover. 

 
(I) Topographic contour lines shall be at one-foot vertical intervals, and shall 

utilize the Tropical Storm Allison Recovery Program, 2005 (TSARP) datum. 
 

(i) Terrain with slope less than two percent: Two-foot vertical intervals. 
 

(ii) Terrain with slope of two percent to 15 percent: Five-foot vertical 
intervals. 

 
(iii) Terrain with slope greater than 15 percent: Ten-foot vertical intervals. 

 
(iv) A note stating the appropriate topographic reference to city standard 

datum shall be shown. 
 

(J) Buildings and structures to remain including notations as to the nature and use 
thereof (i.e., single-family residence, garage, barn, shed, well, barbershop, 
etc.). 

 
(K) Bridges, trestles and other significant physical development features. 

 
(3) Existing drainage information. 

 
(A) Water impoundments (i.e., lakes, ponds, stock tanks, fish hatcheries, etc.) with 

the perimeter outline thereof shown at normal pool elevation and the elevation 
thereof so noted. 

 
(B) Drainage structures (i.e., dams, spillways, flumes, culverts, etc.) and noted as to 

the size and type thereof (i.e., earth, concrete, rip-rap, metal, RCP, VCP, etc.). 
 

(C) Flow lines of all drainage and watercourses (i.e., streams, creeks, drainage 
swales, etc.) and noted as to whether such features flow constant or 
intermittent. 

 
(D) Delineation of on-site and contiguous off-site drainage area including 

appropriate notations as to the respective acreage thereof. 
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(E) Regulatory flood limits and base flood elevation (500-year floodplain). 

 
(4) Proposed development information. 

 
(A) Public street, alley and highway right-of-way lines and widths thereof. 

 
(B) Private road right-of-way lines and widths thereof, including the labeling of 

such roads and crosswalks as being private rather than public. 
 

(C) Drainage, utility and easements including the widths and purposes thereof. 
 

(D) Railroad right-of-way lines including the widths, centerlines and purposes 
thereof (i.e., main line trackage or spur trackage). 

 
(E) Lot and parcel lines of all proposed and to be retained lots and parcels intended 

for one (i.e., single-family dwellings) or more (i.e., apartments, commercial 
centers, churches, industries, etc.) uses. 

 
(F) Block, tract and lot designations lettered and numbered in a consecutive 

clockwise order, and blocks and large tracts carrying alphabetical designations 
and lots carrying numerical designations. 

 
(G) Notation as to building setback lines where adjacent to streets, crosswalks and 

other significant land uses. Such information may be shown in schedule form 
to enhance plan clarity. 

 
(H) Parcels to be reserved or dedicated for public use (i.e., schools, parks, 

floodplains, open spaces, etc.) including the acreages, general perimeter 
dimensions and notation as to the nature and type of use thereof. 

 
(I) Parcels to be reserved or dedicated for private community use such as areas and 

facilities benefiting and enjoyed by the site occupants of the subdivision 
including the acreages, general perimeter dimensions and notation as to the 
nature and type of use thereof, and that such are for private rather than general 
public use. 

 
(J) Delineation and numerical sequence designation of proposed development 

phasing of the entire subdivision if more than one phase is proposed. The 
estimated beginning and completion date of each phase shall be indicated in an 
appropriate schedule on the plan drawing. 

 
(K) Quantitative land use information (shown in schedule form on the plan) 

depicting each land use category; number of dwelling units (where applicable); 
net residential density (where applicable and expressed in the number of 
dwelling units per acre exclusive of streets and other nonresidential uses); the 
net acreage of each land use category (expressed to the nearest tenth of an
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acre); for each proposed phase of the subdivision development, and the overall 
sum total of the entire subdivision. An example as to the form of said schedule 
is illustrated as follows: 

 
Phase No. 1 

 

Land Use Dwelling Units  

Net Residential 
Density (dwelling 

units per acre)  Net Acreage 
      

Single-family 
residential 

40  2.0  20.3 

Single-family 
residential 

63  3.8  16.5 

Convenience 
commercial center 

N/A  N/A  3.5 

Garden apartments 64  12.0  5.3 
Neighborhood 

school/park site 
N/A  N/A  12.0 

Streets N/A  N/A  9.0 
Subtotal: Phase 1 167  3.0  66.6 

 
(c) Supporting documents and certificates. The plan drawing exhibit shall, where applicable 
and herein required, be accompanied by the following described supporting documents and 
certificates approved as to form by the city attorney, to aid in assisting the council in properly 
evaluating the nature and character of the proposed subdivision: 
 

(1) Required at the time of filing the preliminary plan. 
 

(A) Completed and signed preliminary plan application and certificate of 
compliance with regulations on the appropriate form furnished by the city, 
which shall attest that the owner/subdivider/applicant has, to the best of his 
knowledge, thoroughly familiarized himself with the requirements prescribed 
in these subdivision regulations, has furnished the city with all applicable and 
complete information with respect to the plan, plan drawings and supporting 
documents, and has otherwise complied with all applicable requirements, 
regulations and ordinances of the city relative thereto. 

 
(B) Existing deed restrictions currently embracing the area to be subdivided if such 

exist, and any real estate agreements pertaining to designated releases of 
certain tracts within the subdivision if applicable. 

 
(C) Preliminary 8.5-inch by 11-inch draft reflecting significant items and features 

being considered by the subdivider for incorporation into private deed 
restrictions (restrictive/protective covenants) affecting the land being 
subdivided. It is not the intent of this requirement that such information be 
prepared in proper legal form for preliminary plan review, but merely to 
indicate the general nature and type of covenants being considered by the 
subdivider as an aid to the council in its review and evaluation of the nature 
and character of the subdivision. Such information should give particular 
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attention and emphasis to, but not necessarily conclusive of, the following 
considerations, where applicable: 

 
(i) Minimum gross square feet of the habitable living area of each type (i.e., 

single-family detached, apartment, etc.) of the smallest dwelling unit 
proposed or allowed (exclusive of garages and carports). 

 
(ii) Types of exterior building materials and minimum allowable percentages 

thereof, which are to enclose the side walls and roofs of residential and 
nonresidential buildings. 

 
(iii) Prohibition regarding the conduct of any business/commercial activities 

within or on any residential lot or premises, other than as permitted under 
home occupation uses. 

 
(iv) Buildings and premises on each and every type of lot to be kept and 

maintained in a safe, healthful and proper aesthetic manner free of junk, 
litter, debris, grass and weeds over one foot in height, and any other 
visual, audible or related adverse environmental impacts or nuisances. 

 
(2) Optional council requirements. The council may, in a majority opinion, determine 

that the carrying out of the development proposed by the subdivider’s plan could or 
would have an adverse impact on the existing or proposed physical environment 
embraced by the subdivision, [and] require the subdivider/applicant to prepare an 
environmental assessment in accordance with the policies and provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (Public Law 91-910), and as hereafter 
may be amended. The council may require such assessment be prepared any time 
prior to or during the council’s review of the preliminary plan, but if required, such 
assessment shall be placed on file and available to the council, and general public 
prior to any final decision rendered on the plan. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-9; Ordinance 276, sec. 7, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, secs. 6, 7, 
adopted 12/8/05; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 5, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 38-9) 
 
§9.02.010 Final plat requirements; exhibits and supporting documents. 
 
(a) Plat drawing exhibit. The final plat drawing shall show all necessary and pertinent 
information prescribed as follows: 
 

(1) Base information. 
 

(A) Graphic scale of plat drawing at one inch equals 100 feet. 
 

(B) North point (located adjacent to the graphic scale). 
 

(C) Name, title of the subdivision and location thereof by city, county and state. 
 

(D) Name of the survey in which the subdivision is located. 
 

(E) Name, address, signature and seal of the registered professional engineer or 
land surveyor, licensed by the state, who made or supervised the conduct of the 
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survey on the ground and prepared the final plat including his certificate of 
survey and plat accuracy, and the date thereof. 

 
(F) Key map showing the geographic location of the subdivision with respect to its 

overall relationship and position to the city. 
 

(G) Name and address of the record owner and subdivider/developer of the 
subdivision. 

 
(H) Legal description of the perimeter boundary of land being subdivided, and 

computed total acreage thereof. 
 

(I) Approval block attesting to the approval of the final plat by the city council, 
along with the respective dates thereof. 

 
(2) Key plat information. 

 
(A) Perimeter boundary lines of the total land area embraced by the final plat. 

 
(B) Boundary and lot lines of contiguous, adjoining subdivisions and names 

thereof, and legal reference surveys; or the names of adjoining property 
owners, together with their respective plat or deed book references, as per the 
county recorder’s book and page numbers. 

 
(C) Location and identification of the primary control point from which all 

distances, bearings and other similar data pertaining to the subdivision are 
referenced. Wherever state plane coordinate system benchmarks exist within 
one mile of the subdivision boundary, these shall be used. At least one corner 
of the subdivision shall be tied by appropriate distance and bearing to either a 
corner in a previously recorded subdivision, U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey 
monument, or a state land survey with proper reference notation describing the 
corner marker used. 

 
(D) Transportation and circulation right-of-way lines of all streets, alleys, 

emergency access easements and other rights-of-way, including the names, 
identifications, width dimensions and purposes thereof (i.e., for public 
dedication or for conveyance for private use to, and for the express use of the 
inhabitants of the subdivision or other private or quasi-public purposes). 

 
(E) Sufficient lines, distances (expressed in feet and hundredths of a foot) and 

bearings to allow the reproduction on the ground of every street, alley, lot, 
parcel, tract and easement, whether curved or straight; including the deflection 
angles and radii, arcs, tangents and central angles of all curves. 

 
(F) Boundary lines and related distances, bearings and acreages of all lots, blocks, 

parcels or tracts to be dedicated or reserved for public use, or to be conveyed to 
the inhabitants of the subdivision for private or quasi-public use, and the 
identification thereof. 

 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 9: Planning and Development Regulations 

 9-24 

(G) Block, tract and lot designations lettered and numbered in consecutive 
clockwise order, with blocks and large tracts carrying alphabetical designations 
and lots carrying numerical designations. 

 
(H) Drainage, utility and access easements, including the widths thereof. 

Identification for all drainage, utility or access easements shall be noted as 
follows, without specific reference to a particular utility, except in the case of 
high-voltage electrical transmission lines or cross-country gas lines: public 
utility and access easement or public drainage and access easement, or where 
combined, public utility, drainage and access easement. 

 
(I) Exact locations and descriptions of all monuments, lot corner pins, tangent 

points of curves (pins) and any other required survey points in place. 
 

(J) Building setback lines adjacent to every highway, street, alley, emergency 
access, easement, crosswalk and private drive serving two or more lots. 

 
(K) Floodway channel and regulatory flood limits (500-year floodplain). 

 
(L) Engineer’s or surveyor’s statement identifying the flood zone or zones that the 

property within the plat boundaries is within. 
 
(b) Supporting documents and certificates. The plat drawing exhibit shall, where applicable 
and herein required, be accompanied by the following described supporting documents and 
certificates, in the form prescribed by and approved by the city attorney, which shall accompany 
the filing and recording of the final plat: 
 

(1) Signed certificate of city tax assessor-collector verifying that all local municipal taxes 
on the land being subdivided and embraced by the final plat have been paid to the 
current year. 

 
(2) Signed certificate of county tax collector verifying that all county taxes on the land 

being subdivided and embraced by the final plat have been paid to the current year. 
 

(3) Signed certificate of the local school district tax collector in which the subdivision is 
located, verifying that all school taxes on the land being subdivided and embraced by 
the final plat have been paid to the current year. 

 
(4) Signed dedication certificate by the owner of the subdivision dedicating all 

designated public streets, alleys, easements, parks, school sites, open spaces and 
other such applicable lots, parcels or tracts previously agreed upon between the city, 
county, school district, state or federal government and subdivision owner, to the 
general public; or, where the owner has made and executed provisions for the 
perpetual care and maintenance of private or quasi-public streets, easements, open 
spaces and other lots, tracts or parcels designated for the use and enjoyment by the 
inhabitants of the subdivision, such shall be properly dedicated to such private 
individual or subdivision inhabitants, whichever is applicable. 
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(5) Legally executed and signed deed covenants incorporating all pertinent and proposed 
covenants, restrictions and easements for which the subdivided real property is 
subjected to be held, transferred, sold, conveyed and occupied. 

 
(A) When applicable, where a property owners’ association is designated and 

required to care for, maintain, preserve and promote the utility, beautification, 
use and occupancy of land and facilities under common ownership and 
authority of the subdivision owners and/or inhabitants, then such deed 
covenants shall include properly executed articles of incorporation and bylaws 
of the property owners’ association so created. 

 
(B) In order that the city, school district, county, state or federal government will 

not be prohibited from using any property within the subdivision that may be 
purchased, deeded or conveyed thereto for public purposes at any time the 
following paragraph shall be incorporated in every deed covenant placed on the 
land being subdivided: “Any restrictions contained herein shall not be intended 
to restrict or prohibit, nor shall restrict or prohibit the United States 
government, the state or any political subdivision thereof, including the city, 
the city independent school district, or the county, from using any of the 
property affected by this subdivision for public purposes, when any such 
property is brought under the ownership and control of any of the agencies 
described above.” 

 
(6) Legally executed and signed applicable instruments authorized for filing (i.e., all 

deeds, mortgages, conveyances, deeds of trust, bonds for title, covenants, defeasances 
or other instruments of writing concerning any lands or tenements, or goods and 
chattels, or movable property of any description) as authorized in V.T.C.A., Property 
Code chapters 11 and 12. 

 
(7) Completed and signed final plat application and certificate of compliance with 

regulations, on the appropriate form furnished by the city, which shall attest that the 
owner/subdivider/applicant has, to the best of his knowledge, thoroughly familiarized 
himself with the requirements prescribed in these subdivision regulations, has 
furnished the city with all applicable and complete information with respect to the 
plat drawing and supporting documents, and has otherwise complied with all 
applicable requirements, regulations and ordinances of the city relative thereto. 

 
(8) Surveyor’s/engineer’s plat closure notes for the boundary of the subdivision. Such 

notes shall be referenced in the same manner as the plat drawing. Upon approval of 
the final plat by the city, the closure notes shall be deposited as a public document in 
the engineering records of the city. 

 
(9) Lienholder’s acknowledgment and subordination statement, properly executed by all 

holders of liens against the property being platted, subordinating their interests in the 
platted property for the purposes and effects of the plat, and the dedications and 
restrictions shown thereon or subject thereto. 

 
(c) Sanitary sewer capacity fee. Prior to final plat approval, all sewer capacity fees shall be 
paid and received by the city. 
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(d) Federal flood insurance program. No subdivision of land shall be approved unless such 
subdivision complies in all respects with the city’s flood damage prevention regulations. Each 
final plat shall have depicted thereon applicable boundaries of all flood zones as provided in the 
latest edition of the federal insurance rate maps and the base flood elevations required by this 
Code of Ordinances. The following statement shall be placed upon the face of each final plat: 
“Based upon flooding experience, the City of Humble prohibits the floor of any habitable area of 
a structure to be constructed at less than two feet above the 500-year base flood elevation.” 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-10; Ordinance 276, sec. 8, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, secs. 8, 9, 
adopted 12/8/05; Ordinance 18-816, secs. 6, 7, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 38-10) 
 
§9.02.011 Subdivision design standards. 
 
(a) The purpose of this section [sections 9.02.012 through 9.02.030] is to reflect the character 
and quality of development envisioned by the city to be in the best interests of the citizens of this 
city, both present and future, and to ensure that the long-term effects of development which take 
place in current times will not become a burden upon the general public in the future. The 
standards expressed in this section are established to provide streets of adequate right-of-way 
width, alignment and traffic capacity to prevent or at least minimize traffic hazards and 
congestion, to provide adequate space for the installation of necessary utility services and 
collection and disposal of stormwaters and to establish adequately sized lots, tracts, or parcels of 
land where residential and other types of building structures may be constructed without creating 
hazards to the health, safety and well-being of the occupants of such structures. 
 
(b) Each parcel of land within the city and its extraterritorial jurisdiction may have unique 
physical or topographical features which may make an absolute application of the design 
standards contained herein unfeasible and if those conditions exist and can be substantiated, the 
city council has provided, under section 9.02.035, procedures necessary to secure a variance from 
these standards. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-11; Ordinance 276, sec. 9, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-11) 
 
§9.02.012 Streets; general intent. 
 
The street system of any city accounts for about one-third of the land within the city and is the 
only system through which access and most of the services required in the use of private property 
must flow. The design of the street network of any city is, therefore, very important to the success 
and viability of the community and it is the intention of the city council, through the application 
of its policies and standards, that the continued expansion of the street system of this community 
will not impede access or the flow of services to private property, create hazards or cause 
unnecessary traffic congestion. (1991 Code, sec. 28-12; Ordinance 276, sec. 10, adopted 3/8/79; 
2007 Code, sec. 38-12) 
 
§9.02.013 Public streets. 
 
(a) General arrangement and layout. The public street system pattern proposed within any 
subdivision plat or development should be based upon the following design concepts: 
 

(1) Provide for adequate vehicular access to all properties within the subdivision plat 
boundaries. 
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(2) Provide adequate street connections to adjacent properties to ensure adequate traffic 
circulation within the general area. 

 
(3) Provide a local street system serving properties to be developed for residential 

purposes which discourages through traffic while maintaining sufficient access and 
traffic movement for convenient circulation within the subdivision and access by 
firefighters, police and other emergency services. 

 
(4) Provide a sufficient number of continuous streets and major thoroughfares, 

particularly in those areas designed for the development of high density multifamily 
residential, commercial and industrial land uses, to accommodate the increased traffic 
demands generated by these land uses. 

 
(b) Major thoroughfares. Major thoroughfares shall be subject to the following: 
 

(1) Location and alignment. The location and alignment of designated major 
thoroughfares must be in general conformance with the latest edition of the major 
thoroughfare and freeway plan adopted by the city. Proposals which constitute a 
change in the location or alignment of any designated major thoroughfare or freeway 
illustrated on this plan may be approved by the city council if public benefit is 
substantiated. 

 
(2) Right-of-way; widening; transitions. The minimum width of the right-of-way to be 

dedicated for any designated major thoroughfare should not be less than 100 feet. In 
those instances where the plat is located adjacent to an existing designated major 
thoroughfare having a right-of-way less than 100 feet, sufficient additional right-of-
way must be dedicated to accommodate the ultimate development of the major 
thoroughfare in question on the basis of a total right-of-way width of 100 feet. Where 
the construction of concrete pavement with curbs, gutters and storm sewers is not 
feasible and open ditch drainage is planned, the minimum right-of-way width 
required for the development of a designated major thoroughfare must be more than 
100 feet and of sufficient width to accommodate the approved roadway pavement 
and attendant drainage facilities. In those instances where it is proposed to extend an 
existing major thoroughfare having a right-of-way width of 80 feet, the right-of-way 
to be dedicated for the extension of this major thoroughfare should be increased 
through a transitional area from 80 feet in width to 100 feet in width over a distance 
of 200 feet. Similar transitional areas will be required where other existing right-of-
way widths are encountered. 

 
(3) Curves and intersections. Curves proposed for the right-of-way of designated major 

thoroughfares must have a centerline radius of 2,000 feet or more. Exceptions to this 
requirement may be considered by the council upon receipt of a request from the 
subdivider for a variance as provided herein. In no instance, however, will the 
council grant a variance indicating the centerline radius of any designated major 
thoroughfare to be less than 1,150 feet. Reverse curves should be separated by a 
tangent distance of not less than 100 feet. Intersections with other public streets 
should be at right angles except in those instances where the subdivider requests a 
variance as provided for herein. Where acute angle intersections are approved, 
however, a radius of at least 25 feet in the right-of-way line at the acute corner must 
be provided. 
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(c) Local streets. Local streets shall be subject to the following: 
 

(1) Location and alignment. The location and alignment of local public streets proposed 
to be dedicated and established within a subdivision or development plat should be 
designed in conformance with the concepts listed in subsection (a) of this section. 

 
(2) Right-of-way width. The width of the right-of-way to be dedicated for any public 

street not designated as a major thoroughfare or freeway shall be 60 feet except as 
otherwise specifically provided herein. 

 
(3) Curves and intersections. Curves along local streets may have any centerline radius, 

except that the centerline radius on a reverse curve may not be less than 300 feet. 
Reverse curves should be separated by a tangent distance of not less than 50 feet. 
Intersections with designated major thoroughfares should be at right angles except in 
those instances where the subdivider requests a variance as provided for herein. 
Where acute angle intersections are approved, however, a radius of at least 25 feet in 
the right-of-way line at the acute corner must be provided. 

 
(4) Cul-de-sac right-of-way radii. The radii of the right-of-way at the end of local streets 

terminated with a circular cul-de-sac shall be not less than 50 feet, improved with a 
42-foot radius roadway, plus curbs, storm sewers and sidewalks. 

 
(5) Dead-end streets. Dead-end streets will not be approved except in those instances 

where the street is terminated by a circular cul-de-sac turnaround or where the street 
is designed to be extended into adjacent property. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-13; Ordinance 276, sec. 11, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, secs. 10, 11, 
adopted 12/8/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-13) 
 
§9.02.014 Public alleys. 
 
(a) General arrangement and layout. Public alleys may be provided within any subdivision plat 
to provide secondary vehicular access to lots which otherwise have their primary access from an 
adjacent public street or approved common or compensating open space or courtyard which is 
adjacent to a public street and where such public streets and alleys are to be served by storm 
sewers. Public alleys may not be used or designed to provide the principal access to any tract of 
land and may not provide any access to property outside the subdivision plat boundaries in which 
the alleys are dedicated. 
 
(b) Right-of-way width; intersections; curves. Public alleys must have a right-of-way width of 
not less than 20 feet. Intersections with public alleys or public streets must be at right angles 
except in those instances where the subdivider requests a variance as provided for herein. All 
corners at the intersection of alley right-of-way with public streets or other alleys must have at 
least a 25-foot radius or 15-foot angular cut-backs provided. Curves in alleys should be kept to a 
minimum and should have a centerline radius of not less than 300 feet. Reverse curves in alleys 
should be separated by a tangent distance not less than 50 feet. 
 
(c) Dead-end alleys. No dead-end or cul-de-sac alleys will be permitted. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-14; Ordinance 276, sec. 12, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-14) 
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§9.02.015 Public street and alley width; suggestions. 
 
(a) Major arterial thoroughfares; 100-foot wide right-of-way. These thoroughfares are designed 
to provide major traffic arteries that enable vehicles to pass through the city. They require a 100-
foot wide right-of-way, improved with dual 24-foot wide paved roadways, plus curbs, storm 
sewers and sidewalks, separated by a 30-foot wide esplanade, or dual 33-foot wide paved 
roadways, plus curbs and storm sewers, separated by a 12-foot wide esplanade. 
 
(b) Major regional thoroughfares; 80-foot wide right-of-way. These thoroughfares are designed 
to provide major traffic arteries that enable vehicles to access regional quadrants of the city. They 
require an 80-foot wide right-of-way, improved with dual 24-foot wide paved roadways, plus 
curbs, storm sewers and sidewalks, separated by a 12-foot wide esplanade. 
 
(c) Local feeder streets; 60-foot wide right-of-way. These streets are designed to provide traffic 
ways that enable vehicles to transition from major thoroughfares to local streets. They require a 
60-foot wide right-of-way, improved with a 34-foot wide paved roadway, plus curbs, storm 
sewers, and sidewalks. 
 
(d) Local streets; 60-foot wide right-of-way. These streets are designed to provide traffic ways 
that enable direct access to residences or places of business. They require a 60-foot wide right-of-
way, improved with a 30-foot wide paved roadway, plus curbs, storm sewers and sidewalks, 
when adjacent to properties used for single-family residential purposes only, and improved with a 
34-foot wide paved roadway, plus curbs, storm sewers, and sidewalks, when adjacent to 
properties used for purposes other than single-family residential uses. 
 
(e) Alleys; 24-foot right-of-way. These streets are designed to provide a secondary means of 
access to residences and businesses. They are not permitted to provide primary access to any lot. 
They require a minimum right-of-way width of 24-foot and shall be improved with a paved 
roadway of not less than 20 feet in width and storm sewer drainage. Open ditch drainage in public 
alleys is not permitted. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-15; Ordinance 276, sec. 13, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, sec. 12, 
adopted 12/8/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-15) 
 
§9.02.016 Private streets. 
 
(a) Generally. The city will review and consider all development projects where private streets 
are proposed to be developed which would provide access to any residential building or dwelling 
unit, or any part thereof, which is located more than 300 feet from the nearest public street to 
which the private street intersects. The city will review and consider any proposed project where 
a private street is intended to serve four or more separate lots or individual building sites designed 
for sale to the general public for residential purposes. Parking lots and aisles within such parking 
lots and private driveways within shopping centers, institutions, commercial and industrial 
developments are required to be approved by the city. 
 
(b) General arrangement and layout. The pattern or layout of the street system in any project 
should provide for the following basic design concepts: 
 

(1) Provide adequate vehicular access to all buildings and facilities within the plat 
boundaries. 
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(2) Provide adequate interior traffic circulation and access to all buildings containing 
dwelling units by firefighting personnel and equipment. 

 
(3) Provide adequate access to the existing public street system adjacent to the 

boundaries of the plat. 
 

(4) Be so designed to allow for the smooth flow of vehicular traffic, avoiding such traffic 
hazards as closely offset intersections, angular- and multiple-point intersections, jogs 
and other design features which would induce a hazard to vehicular traffic and the 
occupants of the project. 

 
(c) Width. Since private streets are established without the benefit of a formalized right-of-way 
width, the width of a private street is considered by the city to be the width of the surface of the 
pavement measured from edge to edge. Under these circumstances, the right-of-way width and 
the pavement width of a private street are considered coterminous and the terms are used 
interchangeably. It is the policy of the city that the minimum acceptable unobstructed width of 
any private street should not be less than 28 feet. If parallel parking is proposed along the private 
street, additional width may be required to accommodate such parking. 
 
(d) Dead-ends, culs-de-sac and T-type turnarounds. Dead-end private streets must be 
terminated by a circular cul-de-sac having a paving radius of not less than 50 feet or a T-type 
turnaround designed in conformance with the standards approved by the fire and public works 
departments. 
 
(e) Length of culs-de-sac or dead-end streets. Dead-end private streets must not extend further 
than 300 feet from the nearest right-of-way line of the intersecting public or private street 
measured along the centerline of such private street to the center of the circular turnaround (cul-
de-sac) or the outer limit of the paving in the T-type turnaround configuration. 
 
(f) Intersections. In those instances where a private street intersects with a public street paved 
with dual roadways and esplanade, the private street should be located at an established esplanade 
opening. Private streets must not be direct (straight line) projections of any public street, except in 
those instances where: 
 

(1) Such extension is at an intersection with a public street paved with dual roadways 
and esplanade. 

 
(2) Where the private street is two separate 20-foot (minimum) roadways separated by a 

minimum 20-foot curb section at the public street intersection and the private street is 
not a direct connection (straight line) between two public streets. In those instances 
where the private street is not a direct extension of a public street, then the private 
street must offset a minimum distance of 125 feet centerline to centerline from any 
public street intersection. Intersections of all private streets must be at right angles 
with variations not to exceed ten degrees. Right angle intersections of private streets 
must have a 20-foot radius at all corners. Acute angle intersections must have 25-foot 
radii at the acute corners on both public and private streets. 

 
(g) Multiple access points to public streets. All projects containing private streets must have a 
private street system so designed to provide adequate emergency vehicular access and the private 
street system must be designed to provide more than one point of access to the project or 
development from the public streets adjacent to the boundaries of the project or development in 
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those instances where it is the opinion of the fire chief that additional access points will be 
necessary to ensure the safety and general welfare of the public and occupants of the project. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-16; Ordinance 276, sec. 14, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-16) 
 
§9.02.017 Street names. 
 
(a) Public streets. All public streets contained in any subdivision plat or development plan 
approved by the city must be named in conformance with the following considerations: 
 

(1) New street names, not extensions of existing names, must not be duplicates of any 
existing street name located within the city or its exclusive extraterritorial 
jurisdiction. 

 
(2) Existing street names must be used in those instances where a new street is a direct 

extension of an existing street or a logical extension (when the streets in question are 
not and cannot be physically continuous) thereof except in those instances where the 
existing street name is a duplicate street name. 

 
(3) Street name suffixes such as court, circle and loop should be designated on streets 

which are culs-de-sac or in a configuration of a loop street. Suffixes such as 
boulevard, speedway, parkway, expressway and drive should be confined to 
designated major thoroughfares or local streets designed to handle traffic volumes in 
excess of normal neighborhood traffic generation. Suffixes such as highway or 
freeway must be used only to designate highways or freeways falling under the 
jurisdiction of the state department of transportation. 

 
(4) Street name prefixes such as north, south, east and west [should] be used to clarify 

the general location of the street; provided, however, that such prefixes must be 
consistent with the existing and established street naming and address numbering 
system of the general area in which the street is located. 

 
(5) Alphabetical and numerical street names must not be designed [designated] on any 

subdivision plat or development plan except in those instances where such street is a 
direct extension of an existing street with such a name and is not a duplicate street 
name. 

 
(b) Private streets. Street names will not be approved on any private street, driveway or access 
easement shown on any plat submitted to the city for approval. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-17; Ordinance 276, sec. 15, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-17) 
 
§9.02.018 Block lengths. 
 
(a) Measurement criteria. Block lengths are to be determined by the measurement along the 
face of a block (being the adjacent street right-of-way line) from one street intersection to another 
street intersection where such streets provide cross-traffic circulation (not cul-de-sac streets). In 
those instances where a loop street configuration is involved the interior block formed by the loop 
streets is measured through the center of such block and between adjacent street rights-of-way 
lines. Variations in the block lengths herein specified may be considered by the city upon receipt 
of a request from the subdivider for a variance and in those situations where a block may be 
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adjacent to a major topographical feature, such as a river, canal, bayou, gulley, ravine, a major 
drainage ditch, lake, pit or mine excavation; a major right-of-way or easement for high voltage 
electrical transmission lines, underground pipelines, railroad rights-of-way and facilities; 
designated freeways; a public park or other public owned and operated facilities such as dams, 
reservoirs, schools, airports or golf courses; and privately owned golf courses and lakes when 
such golf courses and lakes are an integral part of the layout and subdivision design of the overall 
tract being developed. In no instance, however, will the council grant a variance indicating that a 
block adjacent to the conditions and features mentioned above [is] to be more than 2,640 feet 
(one-half mile) in length measured along the block face. 
 
(b) Major thoroughfares. The maximum length for blocks adjacent to designated major 
thoroughfares must not be more than 1,800 feet. 
 
(c) Local streets. The maximum length for blocks adjacent to local streets must not be more 
than 1,000 feet, except under the following circumstances: 
 

(1) Loop streets may have an internal block length of not more than 800 feet. 
 

(2) Culs-de-sac may have a block length of not more than 800 feet, measured from the 
intersection with the right-of-way of a cross street along the centerline of the cul-de-
sac street to the center of the circular turnaround at the end of the cul-de-sac. 

 
(3) Stub streets or dead-end streets may have a block length of not more than 800 feet 

unless terminated with a circular turnaround suitably modified to accommodate 
future extension of the street into adjacent property. 

 
(d) Private streets. See section 9.02.016(e) regarding the length of culs-de-sac or dead-end 
private streets. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-18; Ordinance 276, sec. 16, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-18) 
 
§9.02.019 One-foot reserves. 
 
In those instances where any public street is established in a plat submitted to the city and where 
such public street forms either a stub street into adjacent acreage or where such public street lies 
along and parallel with the plat boundary and adjacent to acreage, a one-foot wide reserve must 
be established within the street right-of-way to form a buffer strip, dedicated to the public, 
between the public street right-of-way and the adjacent unsubdivided acreage to prevent access to 
this public street from the adjacent unsubdivided acreage unless and until the city has had an 
opportunity to review the development proposals for such adjacent acreage and a plat of the 
adjacent property is duly recorded. The conditions associated with the establishment of a one-foot 
reserve on a plat are contained in the following notation which must be placed upon the face of 
any plat where a one-foot reserve is to be established: “One-foot reserve dedicated to the public in 
fee as a buffer separation between the side or end of streets where such streets abut adjacent 
acreage tracts, the condition of such dedication being that when the adjacent property is 
subdivided in a recorded plat, the one-foot reserve shall thereupon become vested in the public 
for street right-of-way purposes and the fee title thereto shall revert to and revest in the dedicator, 
his heirs, assigns or successors.” (1991 Code, sec. 28-19; Ordinance 276, sec. 17, adopted 3/8/79; 
2007 Code, sec. 38-19) 
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§9.02.020 Partial or half streets. 
 
Partial or half streets may be dedicated in those instances where the city concurs that it is 
necessary for the proper development of the land and in the public interest to locate a public street 
right-of-way centered on a property line. The council will not approve a partial or half street 
dedication within a subdivision dedicating less than a 50-foot right-of-way width on a designated 
major thoroughfare or less than a 30-foot right-of-way width on any other type public street. 
Appropriate notations and one-foot reserve must be placed upon the plat restricting access from 
any partial or half streets so dedicated to adjacent acreage tracts until the adjacent property is 
subdivided in a recorded plat and the additional adjacent right-of-way is acquired providing the 
full right-of-way widths as specified in this article. (1991 Code, sec. 28-20; Ordinance 276, sec. 
18, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-20) 
 
§9.02.021 Street lighting. 
 
(a) Title. These rules and regulations shall be known and cited as “Section 9.02.021, Street 
lighting,” of the subdivision regulations of the city. 
 
(b) Purpose. The purpose of these rules, regulations and procedures is to provide for the 
orderly and safe lighting of the public street rights-of-way within the city. 
 
(c) Intent. It is intended to establish a uniform procedure to ensure properly designed, 
constructed and maintained lighting throughout the city. 
 
(d) Engineering. All street lighting installations shall be either engineered and designed by the 
engineering division of the Houston Lighting and Power Company (HL&P) or by a registered 
professional engineer, in the state, and approved by HL&P. 
 
(e) Design. The design and layout of the street lighting facilities will be in accordance with the 
standard design criteria of HL&P. 
 
(f) Approvals. Prior to any streetlight installation, the design and layout shall be approved by 
the city. 
 
(g) Installation. All installations shall be by HL&P or private contractors approved by the city. 
 
(h) Inspection. All installations shall be subject to the inspection and approval of the city. 
 
(i) Compliance with regulations. No subdivision plat shall be finally approved without an 
approved street lighting layout. 
 
(j) Acceptance. Final city acceptance of streets within subdivisions will not be made until all 
streetlights have been installed or until a 100 percent deposit in the amount of the estimated 
streetlights cost has been made to the city. 
 
(k) Developer’s responsibility. The developer of a subdivision shall be responsible for the 
design and layout of the streetlight facilities within the subdivision. 
 

(1) The developer shall cause HL&P to provide design and layout or shall employ an 
engineer to provide design and layout with HL&P approval of final plans. 
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(2) The developer shall submit for city approval the final design and layout. 
 

(3) The developer shall pay the full cost of design and installation of all streetlights 
within the subdivision and on border streets when considered a part of the 
development. 

 
(l) Financial arrangements. The developer shall deposit with the city, prior to street 
acceptance, 100 percent of the estimated installation cost of the streetlights. The cost will be 
based on the standard cost schedule for installation of HL&P. 
 

(1) The city, after receiving the approved plans and the deposit, will cause HL&P to 
install the lights. 

 
(2) The city will determine the final construction cost and refund any deposit over that 

cost. In the event the construction exceeds the deposit, the developer shall be 
responsible to deposit the additional amount with the city prior to final acceptance of 
the lighting. 

 
(m) Ownership and maintenance. All streetlights installed in connection with any development 
project shall be and remain the property of HL&P and shall be maintained by HL&P. 
 
(n) Operation. All costs for streetlight operations in public street rights-of-way shall be the 
responsibility of the city. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-21; Ordinance 276, sec. 18.1-1, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 316, secs. 1–8, 
adopted 5/14/81; 2007 Code, sec. 38-21) 
 
§9.02.022 Easements. 
 
(a) Public utility easements. Public utility easements are those easements established with a 
plat which are designed to accommodate publicly owned or controlled utility facilities necessary 
to provide various types of utility services to the individual properties within the plat boundaries. 
Public utility easements may be used for, but not limited to, facilities necessary to provide water, 
electrical power, natural gas, telephone, telegraph and sanitary sewer services. Storm sewers or 
open drainageways must not be constructed within public utility easements unless specifically 
approved by the director of the public works department and where additional easement width is 
provided to conform to the standards established herein for drainage easements. 
 

(1) Location. Public utility easements must be provided along the rear of all lots 
designed for the development of a structure containing residential dwelling units and 
in such other locations as determined to be necessary by the director of the public 
works department and worked out with the individual private utility companies 
involved. Public utility easements located along the outer boundaries of a plat must 
contain the full width required for such easement except in those instances where the 
adjacent property is within a portion of a previously approved plan and under the 
same ownership as the property being platted or where additional easement width is 
dedicated by separate instrument by the owner of such adjacent tract. In such cases 
one-half of the required easement width is dedicated by separate instrument by the 
owner of such adjacent tract. In such cases one-half of the required easement width 
may be dedicated within the plat boundary with the other half provided outside the 
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plat boundary by separate instrument or through notation on the plat certifying the 
ownership and dedication of the easement. 

 
(2) Public utility easement widths; dead-ends. All public utility easements established 

within any subdivision plat must not be less than ten feet in width. In those instances 
where underground electrical facilities are to be installed within the public utility 
easement, the easement width must not be less than 16 feet in width. No dead-end 
public utility easements will be permitted by the city. 

 
(b) Drainage easements. All drainage easements must be located and dedicated to 
accommodate the drainage requirements required for the proper development of the property 
within the subdivision boundaries and within its natural watershed and in conformance with the 
requirements of the director of public works and other governmental agencies charged with the 
responsibility of storm drainage or flood control within the area the subdivision is located. A 
suitable note on the plat must restrict all properties within the subdivision ensuring that drainage 
easements within the plat boundaries shall be kept clear of fences, buildings, plantings and other 
obstructions to the operations and maintenance of the drainage facility and abutting property shall 
not be permitted to drain directly into this easement except by means of a drainage structure 
approved by the director of public works or other authorized public drainage or flood control 
official. 
 
(c) Federal flood insurance program. The city and county, as well as other county units of 
government, have agreed to participate in the federal flood insurance program and through this 
participation, the limits of the 100-year and 500-year floodplain for all natural drainageways has 
been determined and special regulations for construction of facilities which fall within the 
designated 100-year and 500-year floodplain have been established. It is the policy of the city to 
inform persons who submit plats to the city if the property illustrated on the plat falls within the 
established floodplains, and to suggest that they seek more detailed information from the agencies 
who control construction in these areas. 
 
(d) Existing easements, fee strips. All easements or fee strips created prior to the subdivision of 
any tract of land must be shown on the subdivision plat of said land with appropriate notations 
indicating the name of the holder of such easement or fee strip, the purpose of the easement and 
generally the facilities contained therein, the dimensions of the easement or fee strip tied to all 
adjacent lot lines, street rights-of-way and plat boundary lines and the recording reference of the 
instruments creating and establishing said easement or fee strip. In those instances where 
easements have not been defined by accurate survey dimensions such as “over and across” type 
easements, the subdivider should request the holder of such easement to accurately define the 
limits and location of his easement through the property within the plat boundaries. If the holder 
of such undefined easement does not define the easement involved and certifies his refusal to 
define such easement to the city the subdivision plat must provide accurate information as to the 
centerline location of all existing pipelines or other utility facilities placed in conformance with 
the easement holder’s rights and building setback lines must be established 15 feet from and 
parallel with both sides of the centerline of all underground pipelines or pole lines involved. 
 
(e) Establishment of special use easement. The establishment of special use utility easements 
may be provided on a subdivision plat when such easement is for the purpose of accommodating 
a utility facility owned, operated and maintained by a unit of government and is restricted to 
either water mains, sanitary sewers, storm sewers or for drainage purposes and where it has been 
determined by the director of public works that these facilities cannot or should not be 
accommodated within a general purpose public utility easement or public street right-of-way. 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 9: Planning and Development Regulations 

 9-36 

Easements proposed to be established for any private utility company or private organization 
providing utility services and restricted for their exclusive use cannot be shown on or established 
by a subdivision plat; provided, however, that such private utility facilities can be accommodated 
and placed within the general purpose public utility easements, public streets and alleys 
established within the plat boundary. Nothing herein, however, may prevent such private utility 
companies or the subdivider from granting and establishing special or exclusive use easements by 
separate instrument if such arrangements are deemed necessary to properly serve the properties 
within the plat boundaries. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-22; Ordinance 276, sec. 19, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 18-816, sec. 8, 
adopted 2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 38-22) 
 
§9.02.023 Building setback restrictions. 
 
Building setback restrictions have traditionally been required by the city in various degrees 
dependent upon the type and design characteristics of the streets which such restrictions parallel. 
These restrictions are designed and applied to ensure that occupied buildings, particularly 
residential and commercial buildings where a concentration of people is involved, are located a 
sufficient distance away from the adjacent street to avoid damage to the structure and occupants 
by errant vehicles; to lessen or minimize the effect of noise and pollutants generated by traffic on 
the occupants of adjacent buildings; to ensure that the location of buildings does not create any 
traffic hazard by blocking or restricting lines of sight, particularly at intersections and along 
curves; to provide some additional open space in addition to the space within the street right-of-
way for the free movement of police, firefighters and others in emergency situations; and, when 
appropriate, to ensure that there is sufficient yard space and open space separating building 
structures, which may enhance the visual character and value of a particular development. 
Therefore, the following building setback restrictions are based upon the design characteristics of 
the adjacent street, its right-of-way width and the type of use proposed for the land adjacent to 
such streets: 
 

(1) Major thoroughfares. 
 

(A) Properties adjacent to designated major thoroughfares which are divided into 
lots restricted for the construction of detached residential dwellings appropriate 
for individual ownership must have a front building setback from the adjacent 
major thoroughfare [right-of-way of not less than 25 feet. When such lot sides 
on a major thoroughfare], a side building setback of at least 20 feet must be 
provided. In those instances where such a lot backs on a major thoroughfare, a 
rear building setback of not less than twenty feet (20') will be required. Setback 
dimensions are measured starting at the property line. 

 
(B) Building setback restrictions for properties adjacent to major thoroughfares 

designed for uses other than specified in subsection (1)(A) of this section are 
the same as those building setback restrictions specified for properties adjacent 
to local streets and as provided herein. 

 
(2) Local streets. 

 
(A) Properties adjacent to local streets which are divided into lots restricted for the 

construction of residential dwellings suitable for individual ownership must 
have a front building setback from the adjacent street right-of-way of not less 
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than twenty-five feet (25'). When such lots side on a local street, a side building 
setback of ten feet (10') must be provided. When such lots back on a local 
street, a rear building setback of ten feet (10') must be provided. Setback 
dimensions are measured starting at the property line. 

 
(B) Properties adjacent to local streets which are planned to be developed for 

residential apartments with multiple dwelling units under a single ownership or 
management where the principal entrances to such units front on the adjacent 
street, a front building setback restriction of twenty-five feet (25') must be 
provided. If, however, such units side or back on the adjacent street and have 
no entrances from such street, a side or rear building setback of twenty feet 
(20') must be provided. Setback dimensions are measured starting at the 
property line. 

 
(C) Commercial developments, which are adjacent to local streets (or major 

thoroughfares), must have a twenty-five feet (25') building setback restriction 
provided along all adjacent streets. If, however, such properties are located 
directly across a street from residential lots or properties having a building 
setback restriction on such properties in excess of 25 feet, the building setback 
restriction required on the nonresidential property must be equal to or exceed 
the building setback restrictions established on the opposite residential 
properties. When such lot sides on local streets (or major thoroughfares), a side 
building setback of at least twenty feet (20') must be provided. When such lots 
back on a local street, a rear building setback of twenty feet (20') must be 
provided. Setback dimensions are measured starting at the property line. 

 
(D) All properties adjacent to an access street, as that term is defined herein, must 

contain building setback restrictions in conformance with the standards set out 
in this section as applicable. 

 
(3) Private streets. A building setback restriction of twenty-five feet (25') must be 

provided along each side of the outer edge of the pavement, where habitable 
structures side or face or seven and one-half feet (7.5') where habitable structures side 
on any private street approved by the city. 

 
(4) Building setback line offsets and transitions. In those instances where the required 

building setback restriction line changes from one tract to another, a transitional 
building setback line must be provided having a minimum angle of 45 degrees. Such 
transition must take place on the lot or tract having the lesser building setback 
restriction requirement. 

 
(5) Pipelines; railroad rights-of-way. Where [there are] underground pipelines carrying 

flammable products under pressure through properties with a plat boundary or where 
properties within the plat back or side along a railroad right-of-way, a fifteen feet 
(15') building setback restriction must be provided adjacent to such pipeline easement 
or fee strip (or the centerline of the pipeline facility if no easement is defined) or 
railroad right-of-way line. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-23; Ordinance 276, sec. 20, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 16-778, sec. 1, 
adopted 8/10/16; 2007 Code, sec. 38-23; Ordinance 21-894, sec. 3, adopted 3/11/21) 
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§9.02.024 Reserve tracts. 
 
Reserve tracts are those individual parcels of land created within a subdivision plat which are not 
divided into lots, but are established to accommodate some specific purpose such as a commercial 
center, an industrial site, a golf course or other type of private recreational facility, schools or 
church sites or sites for utility facilities such as water wells and storage areas, wastewater 
treatment plants, electrical power stations or other activities and land uses for which division into 
lots is not suitable or appropriate. Since the use of reserve tracts may not be completely 
determined by the subdivider or developer at the time plats are prepared and submitted to the city, 
these reserve tracts are often established as “unrestricted reserves” which allows maximum 
flexibility in the determination of the ultimate use planned for such properties. 
 

(1) Public street access. Reserves established on any subdivision plat must have frontage 
on and be immediately adjacent to at least one public street, with such frontage being 
not less than 60 feet in width. In those instances where the average depth of an 
unrestricted reserve is more than 300 feet, such reserve access to all adjacent public 
streets must be separated by a one-foot reserve placed within the adjacent street right-
of-way as provided for in section 9.02.019 which will become automatically removed 
upon the approval and recording of a suitable development plat of the property within 
such reserve. 

 
(2) Identification and designation. All reserves must be labeled and identified on the plat 

and a description of the use intended for such reserve must be noted. If the use of the 
reserve is not restricted for any specific use, the reserve must then be identified and 
noted as being unrestricted. All reserves are to be identified and designated by 
alphabetical letters, not numbers, along with an indication as to the total acreage of 
such reserves must be shown within each reserve boundaries. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-24; Ordinance 276, sec. 21, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-24) 
 
§9.02.025 Lots; general provisions. 
 
The purpose of this section is to provide general overall guidelines for the establishment of 
individual lots within subdivisions designed to accommodate various types of residential housing 
schemes without resorting to more specific and detailed standards strictly associated with a 
particular housing type or market label which may be associated with a subdivision of land 
containing lots designed to be offered for sale to the general public. 
 

(1) General lot design, arrangement, layout. The general lot design within any 
subdivision should be based upon the concept that such lots are created and 
established as undivided tracts of land and that purchasers of such lots can be assured 
that these tracts of land meet the following basic criteria: 

 
(A) That the lot is of sufficient size and shape to allow the construction of a 

residential dwelling unit which can meet the requirements of established 
building or construction codes, housing and public health codes and ordinances 
and accepted family living standards. 

 
(B) That the lot is of sufficient size and shape to accommodate easements for all 

public and private utility services and facilities to adequately serve any 
residential dwelling unit constructed thereon. 
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(C) That the lot is of sufficient size and shape and is so located that direct vehicular 

access is provided from a public street or through an approved permanent 
access easement and that the required number of vehicles can be parked on the 
lot without encroachment within any adjacent public street or alley rights-of-
way. 

 
(2) Lot shapes. Lots should be designed, so far as possible, with side lot lines being at 

right angles or radial to any adjacent street right-of-way line. Where all lots are either 
perpendicular and at right angles or radial to adjacent street rights-of-way, a suitable 
notation may be placed upon the plat in lieu of lot line bearings. 

 
(3) Key or flag lots. Key or flag lots may be permitted under unusual circumstances; 

provided, however, that the narrowest part of such a lot, being the staff portion of the 
flag lot, must not be less than 20 feet in width or have a length of more than 200 feet. 
Such lot must also be restricted to prevent the construction of any building, structure, 
wall or fence within the staff portion of such lot and that the staff portion of such lot 
will be restricted for access to such lot only. Such restrictions must be shown on the 
face of the subdivision plat in the form of a notation or a part of the dedicatory 
language on the plat. 

 
(4) Double-front lots. Double-front lots will not be approved except in those instances 

where lots are restricted for residential use and back upon an adjacent designated 
major thoroughfare or where special circumstances would warrant a variance to this 
regulation. 

 
(5) Street access limitations. Rear and side vehicular driveway access from lots, 

restricted for the construction of residential dwelling units, to adjacent streets 
designated as major thoroughfare, freeway, highway or any other public street which 
carries a traffic volume where additional vehicular driveways would create a traffic 
hazard or impede the flow of traffic, will not be approved and such access restriction 
must be noted directly upon the plat and adjacent to the lots in question. 

 
(6) Lot and block identification. All blocks established in any subdivision shall be 

designated by number with such numbers being consecutive within the whole 
subdivision plat. Lots established within the blocks shall also be numbered with such 
numbers being consecutive within the block. Lot numbering may be cumulative 
throughout the subdivision if the numbering system continues from block to block in 
a uniform manner. 

 
(7) Minimum lot sizes; general provisions. 

 
(A) Nonresidential uses. Lots to be established in any subdivision plat which are 

designed or intended for nonresidential uses or are intended to be unrestricted, 
must have a minimum lot area of not less than 5,000 square feet and must have 
frontage along and adjacent to at least one public street having a right-of-way 
width of not less than 60 feet. If such lots or tracts proposed to be established 
and designated as lots, [sic] but must be established and designated as reserves 
and subject to those provisions of this manual pertaining to reserves (see 
section 9.02.024). 
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(B) Residential uses. 
 

(i) Radial lots, being those adjacent to curved streets or circular culs-de-sac, 
shall have a width at the front property line of not less than 45 feet. 

 
(ii) Corner lots must be ten feet wider than the average interior lots within 

such block and where such corner lots are located at the intersection of 
local streets. Corner lots located at the intersection of a local street and 
designated major thoroughfares must be 20 feet wider than the average 
interior lot within such block. 

 
(iii) When lots are backing on a natural drainageway (bayou, creek, gully, 

etc.), an open drainage facility or other encumbrances, such lots must 
have a depth sufficient to provide at least 80 feet from the drainage 
easement line or encumbrances boundary to the front building setback 
line or front property line if no building setback restriction is required. 

 
(iv) When lots are facing or backing on a designated major thoroughfare such 

lots must have a depth at least ten feet deeper than the average depth of 
lots within the interior of the subdivision having frontage on local streets. 

 
(v) No lot shall be less than 65 feet in width or 110 feet in depth, nor shall 

any lot contain less area than 7,150 square feet. 
 

(8) Minimum lot sizes; special conditions. To accommodate various types of unique and 
innovative housing forms which are usually based upon a concept of reducing the 
area of individually owned lots and grouping such lots together to more efficiently 
utilize the total space within the subdivision by creating common open spaces, scenic 
and recreational areas and other spaces which would compensate for the reduction of 
land area contained within the individually owned lot, the following standards have 
been developed and applied to a variety of such housing forms including, but not 
limited to, townhouses, town homes, patio homes, courtyard homes, planned unit 
developments, cluster homes or any other designation of whatever nature. All other 
provisions contained in this article are applicable to these types of housing forms 
unless specifically noted herein. 

 
(A) Street access. In general, all lots should have frontage and be adjacent to at 

least one public street having a right-of-way of not less than 60 feet. Lots 
containing an area less than 3,500 square feet may have frontage on a public 
street, may have frontage upon an approved common courtyard or common 
open space having frontage on a public street or may have frontage upon a 
private street which connects with a public street. In these instances where such 
special lot is to be established without direct frontage along an adjacent public 
street, such lots must be a part of a unified development scheme where the 
owners of all lots within the subdivision are legally bound together by deed 
restriction, contract or any other constituted and binding homeowners’ 
association, corporation or other organization which has as one of its purposes 
the continued care and maintenance of all commonly owned properties within
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the subdivision, particularly the areas established as private streets. Proof of the 
establishment of such legally binding restrictions and obligations must be 
provided to the city prior to the recording of any plat containing any lots not 
having frontage along an adjacent public street. 

 
(B) Reduced lot area, width. Lots proposed to be established under these special 

conditions must be sewered lots and may have a gross area of not less than 
1,400 square feet with a minimum width not less than 18 feet. Two off-street 
parking spaces must be provided on or adjacent to each lot with the width of 
such spaces being not less than 8.5 feet each and that such spaces cannot be in 
tandem. 

 
(C) Compensating common open space required. In those instances where the 

proposed lot has a gross area of less than 7,000 square feet, compensating 
common open space must be established and provided within the plat boundary 
and based upon the following schedule: 

 
COMPENSATING OPEN SPACE REQUIREMENTS 

(lots less than 5,000 [7,000] square feet in area) 
 

Average Area of Lots 
(square feet) 

Compensating Open Space 
Required per Lot 

(square feet) 
1,400 - 2,000 720 
2,001 - 2,500 600 
2,501 - 3,000 500 
3,001 - 3,500 400 
3,501 - 4,000 300 
4,001 - 4,500 200 

4,501 - less than 7,000 100 
 

In no instance, however, will the compensating open space contained within 
any subdivision having special lots be less than 21,780 square feet (one-half 
acre) nor shall the compensating open space required be in excess of 25 percent 
of the gross area of the property within the plat boundary exclusive of any 
public street rights-of-way involved. This does not apply to subdivisions 
having special lots and containing less than ten acres. Subdivisions having 
special lots and containing less than ten acres must, however, provide 
compensating open space in accordance with the schedule. If a plat containing 
lots requiring compensating open spaces is less than ten acres, but is a part of a 
larger tract, being planned and developed as an overall design, the city may 
take into consideration the overall development scheme in the determination of 
compensating open space requirements provided for herein. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-25; Ordinance 276, sec. 22, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, secs. 15, 16, 
adopted 12/8/05; Ordinance 13-716, sec. 2, adopted 4/11/13; Ordinance 14-741, sec. 1, adopted 
9/25/14; 2007 Code, sec. 38-25) 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 9: Planning and Development Regulations 

 9-42 

§9.02.026 Compensating open space. 
 
(a) Generally. Compensating open space required to be established when lots are proposed to 
be created with areas less than 7,000 square feet is necessary to provide some space for children 
to play outdoors within their immediate neighborhood or block which will allow them an 
opportunity to play catch or basketball, fly a kite or glider, ride a tricycle, skate, use small-scale 
playground equipment which may be provided and other activities normally accommodated in the 
front or back yard of the typical suburban home. Without this compensating open space, the only 
alternative for the children to play in areas where yard space has been eliminated, for all practical 
purposes, by a reduction in the lot area, is the street adjacent to their home. Obviously, this is a 
very hazardous situation and directly affects the quality of life in these neighborhoods. 
Compensating open space also allows the individual housing units and lots to be grouped in a 
manner which creates economics in the installation of utilities and streets required to serve these 
individual private properties and provides an opportunity for the subdivider to design and develop 
a more attractive residential neighborhood and fully utilize any natural or topographic features 
which may be present on the tract being subdivided. 
 
(b) Limitations; courtyards. 
 

(1) Compensating open spaces are to be considered to be only those areas not 
specifically designated or used as lots, building sites for dwelling units, building sites 
for utility or storage purposes, vehicular parking lots, carports or garages or 
driveways thereto or streets either public or private. These properties must be 
restricted for the exclusive use of owners within the subdivision and owned, managed 
and maintained under a suitable binding agreement among such property owners. 
Compensating open spaces may remain undeveloped or landscaped and may be 
developed for recreational purposes (both active or passive) and can be used to 
provide courtyard access from groups or clusters of lots adjacent to public streets. 

 
(2) Compensating open spaces used as courtyards which are designed to provide primary 

access from groups or clusters of lots or building sites adjacent to public streets must 
have an average width between the fronts of such lots or buildings of 25 feet with a 
minimum of such distance being not less than 20 feet. The length of such courtyards 
should not be more than 200 feet (about 66-1/2 yards) extending away from the 
public street which such courtyards must open on to. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-26; Ordinance 276, sec. 23, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 354, sec. 1, adopted 
8/11/83; Ordinance 93-467, sec. 1, adopted 6/10/93; 2007 Code, sec. 38-26) 
 
§9.02.027 Multifamily residential uses; general provisions. 
 
(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this code to the contrary, the following minimum 
requirements shall apply to all developments containing multifamily dwellings: 
 

(1) Population and density. Not more than ten multifamily dwelling units, as defined by 
this section, per acre shall be permitted. Fractions of acres shall be proportioned in 
accordance herewith to determine maximum units allowable; provided, however, that 
minimum lot sizes shall be subject to subsection (2). 
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(2) Lot size. 
 

(A) The maximum site size for a multifamily residential dwelling development 
shall be ten acres. 

 
(B) The minimum lot area for a multifamily residential dwelling development shall 

be 12,000 square feet. 
 

(C) The minimum lot width for a multifamily residential dwelling development 
shall be 100 feet. 

 
(D) The minimum lot depth for a multifamily residential dwelling development 

shall be 120 feet. 
 

(3) Building setbacks. There shall be a front building line of not less than 25 feet. All 
other setback lines other than the front setback line shall be 20 feet. 

 
(4) Spacing requirements. In the event more than one building containing multifamily 

dwelling units is to be located on a single lot or tract, such buildings shall be not less 
than 15 feet apart; provided, however, that in the event such buildings are situated so 
that the fronts of each such building face the other, they shall be not less than 40 feet 
apart. 

 
(5) Screening. 

 
(A) A solid screening wall or fence not less than eight feet in height shall be 

erected between any lot containing a multifamily dwelling and any adjacent lot 
restricted to single-family residential use. Such wall or fence shall be erected 
on the lot containing the multifamily dwelling, by the owner thereof, prior to 
the issuance of any building permit for construction upon such lot, and such 
wall or fence shall be maintained by the owner of the lot upon which such wall 
or fence is erected for as long as same is used for multifamily dwelling 
purposes. 

 
(B) Garbage receptacles shall have a solid screening wall or fence, not less than 

eight feet in height, on at least three sides. The front, or unscreened side, shall 
be located not less than 100 feet from any property line fronting a public street 
if the unscreened side is directly visible from such public street. 

 
(C) Buildings and parking spaces shall be screened from adjacent public streets by 

landscape screening or by wall or fence screening. Landscape screening shall 
be not less than four feet in height above the grade of the centerline of the 
adjacent street, of which a maximum of two feet may be bermed earth. 
Landscape screening shall be continuous up to a maximum of 20 feet in length 
at which it shall be interrupted or varied in height for a minimum of three feet 
and a maximum of six feet. Slope on sides of berms shall not exceed a two-to-
one slope. Wall or fence screening shall consist of masonry or decorative 
material to provide a visual screen between any adjacent public street and 
buildings or parking spaces. Wall or fence screening shall be a minimum of six 
feet in height above the grade of the centerline of the adjacent street. 
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(D) The owner of the lot upon which a screening device is required by this 
subsection shall be responsible for the maintenance of each such screening 
device for as long as such lot is used for multifamily dwelling purposes. It shall 
be unlawful for any person holding an ownership interest in a lot upon which a 
screening device is required pursuant to this subsection to fail to maintain such 
screening device to the minimum standards set forth herein. 

 
(6) Off-street parking. 

 
(A) The following shall be minimum requirements for off-street parking for 

multifamily dwelling developments: 
 

(i) One and one-half parking spaces per one-bedroom unit. 
 

(ii) Two parking spaces per two-bedroom unit. 
 

(iii) Two and one-half parking spaces per three or more bedroom units. 
 

(iv) One guest parking space per each ten required spaces. 
 

(B) Each parking space shall be not less than nine feet in width by 18 feet in depth. 
Such parking spaces shall be paved in accordance with the rules and 
regulations of the city. 

 
(C) Contiguous parking spaces shall not exceed 20 in number and shall be 

separated from the next contiguous grouping of parking spaces by a 
landscaping element extending perpendicular from the curb. 

 
(D) Parking spaces shall be set back from property lines adjacent to public streets 

by not less than 25 feet. 
 

(7) Building height. No structure containing multifamily dwelling units shall exceed 35 
feet in height. 

 
(8) Green space and common recreational area. A minimum of 40 percent of the gross 

platted area shall be open green space and common recreational area. Open green 
space and common recreational area shall be defined as areas not designated or used 
as building sites for dwelling units, building sites for utility or storage buildings, 
parking lots, garages, streets or driveways. The actual surface area of open green 
space, such as lawns and landscaping, and common recreational areas, such as 
swimming or wading pools and surrounding paved decks, tennis courts, playgrounds 
and other similarly developed areas, shall be considered in calculating the minimum 
requirement for open green space and common recreational areas. 

 
(b) Such minimum requirements contained in this section shall be in addition to the 
requirements otherwise provided in this code. No lot or reserve designated for multifamily 
residential uses shall be approved unless in compliance herewith. Provided further that it shall be 
unlawful for any person to construct, cause to be constructed or permit the construction of any
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multifamily residential dwelling without complying with the provisions of this section. For the 
purposes of this section the term “multifamily dwelling” means any building within which two or 
more residential dwelling units are contained. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-27.5; Ordinance 93-467, sec. 3, adopted 6/10/93; Ordinance 05-601, sec. II, 
adopted 6/23/05; Ordinance 15-756, sec. 1, adopted 5/5/15; Ordinance 15-759, sec. 1, adopted 
8/21/15; Ordinance 16-777, sec. 1, adopted 3/10/16; 2007 Code, sec. 38-27) 
 
§9.02.028 Building design, fire walkway. 
 
All buildings proposed to be constructed within any project containing private streets and which 
contain residential dwelling units and have an overall length of 300 feet or more must be so 
designed to have one or more open, unobstructed walkways through the building at ground level, 
having a width of not less than five feet each to allow ready access by firefighters and police 
officers and their equipment and other emergency services to each side of such buildings. In those 
instances where buildings are to be constructed over and across any private street, the 
unobstructed overhead clearance must not be less than 14 feet, measured between the highest 
point of the private street paving under the structure and the lowest part of the building structure 
or associated parts thereof and suitable restrictions to this condition must be noted on the plat. 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-29; Ordinance 276, sec. 26, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-28) 
 
§9.02.029 Off-street parking requirements. 
 
The following represents the policy of the city in projects which are required to be submitted to it: 
 

(1) Residential. All plats or building sites established in any subdivision plat or any 
development plan containing private streets intended for the construction of 
residential dwelling units must be so restricted to provide street right-of-way in 
conformance with the following schedule. The size of off-street parking spaces must 
be in conformance with the standards approved by the city. 

 
(A) Efficiency: Two parking spaces. 

 
(B) One-bedroom: Two parking spaces. 

 
(C) Two-bedroom: Three parking spaces. 

 
(D) Three-bedroom: Four parking spaces. 

 
(E) Planned unit development lots: Two parking spaces per dwelling unit within or 

adjacent to each lot. 
 

(F) Single-family detached: Two parking spaces. 
 

The parking spaces required above must not be in tandem and all parking spaces 
must be illustrated and dimensioned. Parking space arrangement, sizes of spaces and 
driveway openings must be in conformance with the standards adopted by the city. 
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(2) Nonresidential parking requirements. The following schedule of minimum off-street 
parking requirements shall apply to all nonresidential construction, new or 
structurally altered, within the city: 

 
(A) Rooming house or boarding house: One parking space for each sleeping room. 

 
(B) Church or temple: One parking space for each four seats in the main 

auditorium. 
 

(C) School (except high school or college): One parking space for each four seats 
in the auditorium or main assembly room, or two spaces for each classroom, 
whichever is greater. 

 
(D) High school: One parking space for each four seats in the main auditorium or 

seven spaces for each classroom, whichever is greater. 
 

(E) Community center, library, museum or art gallery: Ten parking spaces plus one 
additional space for each 300 square feet of floor area in excess of 2,000 square 
feet. 

 
(F) Hospital: One parking space for each bed. 

 
(G) Sanitarium, convalescent home, home for the aged or similar institution: One 

parking space for each six beds. 
 

(H) Theater or auditorium (except school): One parking space for each four seats or 
bench seating spaces. 

 
(I) Sports arena, stadium or gymnasium: One parking space for each four seats or 

seating spaces. 
 

(J) Hotels: One parking space for each sleeping room. 
 

(K) Tourist home, cabin or motel: One parking space for each sleeping room. 
 

(L) Dance hall, assembly or exhibition hall without fixed seats: One parking space 
for each 100 square feet of floor area used therefor. 

 
(M) Business or professional office, studio, bank, medical or dental clinic: Three 

parking spaces plus one additional parking space for each 300 square feet of 
floor area over 1,000. 

 
(N) Bowling alley: Five parking spaces for each bowling lane. 

 
(O) Mortuary or funeral home: One parking space for each 50 square feet of floor 

space in chapel and other rooms open to the public. 
 

(P) Restaurant, nightclub, cafe or similar recreation or amusement establishment: 
One parking space for each 100 square feet of floor open to the general public. 
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(Q) Retail store or personal service establishment (freestanding): One parking 
space for each 300 square feet of floor area. 

 
(R) Furniture or appliance store, hardware store, wholesale establishment, 

machinery or equipment sales and service, clothing or shoe repair service 
shops: Two parking spaces plus one additional parking space for each 300 
square feet of floor area over 1,000. 

 
(S) Manufacturing or industrial establishment, research or testing laboratory, 

creamery, bottling plant, warehouse or similar establishment: One parking 
space for each employee projected for the highest employment shift plus 
adequate space as determined by the chief building official to accommodate all 
trucks and other vehicles used in connection therewith. 

 
(T) Retail stores or shops in buildings such as shopping centers and malls 

exceeding 600,000 square feet of total retail space: One parking space for each 
250 square feet of floor area. 

 
(U) Auto repair, garage or shop: One parking space for each 500 square feet of 

floor area. 
 

(V) Open retail sales: One parking space for each 600 square feet of site area 
exclusive of buildings. 

 
(W) Veterinarian office or clinic: One parking space for each 300 square feet of 

floor area. 
 

(X) Day camp, kindergarten or day nursery: One parking space for each ten pupils. 
 

(Y) Lodge or fraternal organization: One parking space for each 200 square feet of 
floor area. 

 
(Z) Eating or drinking place (service to auto): Twelve parking spaces plus one 

parking space for each 50 square feet of floor space over 900 square feet. 
 

(AA) Storage unit facilities: One parking space for each 40 storage units. 
 

(3) Rules for nonresidential parking. In computing the number of nonresidential parking 
spaces required, the following rules shall govern: 

 
(A) Floor area shall mean the gross floor area of the specific use. 

 
(B) The parking space required for a use not specifically mentioned herein shall be 

the same as required for a use of similar nature. 
 

(C) Whenever a building or use constructed or established after the effective date 
of this title is changed or enlarged in floor space, number of employees, 
number of dwelling units, seating capacity or otherwise, to create a need for an 
increase of ten percent or more in the number of existing parking spaces, such 
spaces shall be provided on the basis of the enlargement or change. Whenever 
a building or use existing prior to the effective date of the ordinance from 
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which this section is derived is enlarged to the extent of 50 percent or more in 
floor area or in the area used, such building or use shall then and thereafter 
comply with the parking requirements set forth herein. 

 
(4) Location of parking spaces. 

 
(A) All parking spaces required herein shall be located on the same lot with the 

building or use served, except that where an increase in the number of spaces is 
required by a change or enlargement of use or where such spaces are provided 
collectively or used jointly by two or more buildings or establishments, the 
required spaces may be located not to exceed 300 feet from an institutional 
building served and not to exceed 500 feet from any other nonresidential 
building served. 

 
(B) (i) Not more than 50 percent of the parking spaces required for theaters, 

bowling alleys, dance halls, nightclubs or cafes; and 
 

(ii) Up to 100 percent of the parking spaces required for a church or school 
auditorium; 

 
may be provided and used jointly by banks, offices, retail stores, repair shops, 
service establishments and similar uses not normally open, used or operated 
during the same hours as those listed in subsections (4)(B)(i) and (4)(B)(ii) of 
this section. 

 
(5) Loading space. Every building or part thereof erected or occupied for retail business, 

service, manufacturing, storage, warehousing, hotel, mortuary or any other use 
similarly involving the receipt or distribution by vehicles of materials or merchandise 
shall provide and maintain on the same premises loading space in accordance with 
the following requirements: One loading space for the first 5,000 to 15,000 square 
feet of floor area in the building and one additional loading space for each 15,000 
square feet or fraction thereof of floor area in excess of 15,000 square feet. 

 
(6) Minimum dimensions. 

 
(A) Ninety-degree angle parking: Each parking space shall be not less than nine 

feet wide nor less than 18 feet in length. Maneuvering space shall be not less 
than 25 feet in length. 

 
(B) Sixty-degree angle parking: Each parking space shall be not less than nine feet 

wide perpendicular to the parking angle nor less than 19.8 feet in length when 
measured at right angles to the building or parking line. Maneuvering space 
shall be not less than 18 feet perpendicular to the building or parking lines. 

 
(C) Forty-five-degree angle parking: Each parking space shall be not less than nine 

feet wide perpendicular to the parking angle nor less than 18.7 feet in length 
when measured at right angles to the building or parking lines. Maneuvering 
space shall be not less than 11 feet perpendicular to the building or parking 
lines. 
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(D) When off-street parking facilities are located adjacent to a public alley, the 
width of such alley may be assumed to be a portion of the maneuvering space 
requirements. 

 
(E) A private walk, if provided adjacent to a business building, shall be not less 

than five feet in width and shall be in addition to the minimum requirement for 
parking and maneuvering space herein required. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-30; Ordinance 276, sec. 27, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 337, secs. 1, 2, 
adopted 8/12/82; Ordinance 354, sec. 2, adopted 8/11/83; Ordinance 93-467, sec. 2, adopted 
6/10/93; Ordinance 13-717, sec. 2, adopted 4/25/13; Ordinance 15-755, sec. 1, adopted 4/23/15; 
Ordinance 16-783, sec. 1, adopted 8/25/16; Ordinance 16-788, sec. 1, adopted 9/22/16; Ordinance 
18-824, sec. 1, adopted 7/26/18; 2007 Code, sec. 38-29) 
 
§9.02.030 Common area lighting. 
 
(a) Title. These rules and regulations shall be known and cited as “Section 9.02.030, Common 
area lighting,” of the subdivision regulations of the city. 
 
(b) Purpose. The purpose of these rules, regulations and procedures is to provide for the 
orderly and safe lighting of private drives, parking areas and pedestrian ways in multifamily 
developments and commercial areas within the city. 
 
(c) Intent. It is intended to establish a uniform procedure to ensure properly designed, 
constructed and maintained lighting throughout the city. 
 
(d) Minimum standards for multifamily. All private streets, parking areas, common areas and 
pedestrian ways in multifamily housing projects (apartments, townhouses, etc.) shall be lighted 
(illuminated) to an average of 0.2 footcandle at ground level. 
 
(e) Minimum standards for commercial areas. All parking areas (lots), service courts and alleys 
shall be lighted (illuminated) to an average of 0.2 footcandle at ground level. 
 
(f) Compliance. No building permit will be issued until the lighting (illumination) design and 
plan has been submitted to the city. Issuance of a permit shall not be interpreted as an 
endorsement of the lighting layout. 
 
(g) Ownership and maintenance. All lighting facilities will be owned, operated and maintained 
by the project owner or approved homeowners’ organization. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-31; Ordinance 276, sec. 27-1, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 318, secs. 1–5, 
adopted 7/9/81; 2007 Code, sec. 38-30) 
 
§9.02.031 Engineering documents regarding public improvements. 
 
The subdivider shall submit three copies of all required plans, profiles, details, charts, schedules 
and specifications pertaining to all public improvements to the city for review and approval by 
the city engineer. The preparation of such engineering documents shall be in accordance with 
accepted engineering practices. The city manager shall, upon receipt of the engineering 
documents, transmit two copies to the city engineer and retain one copy in the city files. The city 
engineer shall return one copy to the city with his comments and/or approval and retain one copy 
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for his file. The developer shall cause to have made all changes or corrections to the documents, 
as outlined by the city engineer, so as to conform with all applicable city standards and 
regulations, and shall furnish the city with four copies of the final approved plans and 
specifications. (1991 Code, sec. 28-32; Ordinance 276, sec. 28, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 
38-31) 
 
§9.02.032 Recording of final plats. 
 
(a) Guarantee of performance. No subdivision plat shall be filed of record with the county 
clerk and no building permit, or water, sewer, plumbing or electrical permit shall be issued by the 
city to the owner or any other person with the respect to any property in any subdivision until the 
earlier of such time as: 
 

(1) The subdivider or developer of such subdivision has complied with all provisions of 
this article and such conditions of the city council applicable to the final plat 
regarding installation of all required improvements and for which required 
improvements the subdivider or developer has received acceptance by city council 
for the start of the one-year maintenance period as described in subsection (b) of this 
section [section 9.02.034]; 

 
(2) An escrow deposit sufficient to pay for 120 percent of the estimated cost of such 

improvements as determined by the director of public works, computed on a private 
commercial rate basis, has been made with the city manager or designee, 
accompanied by an agreement by the subdivider or developer authorizing the city to 
make such improvements at prevailing private commercial rates or have the same 
made by a private contractor and pay for the same out of the escrow deposit should 
the subdivider or developer fail or refuse to install the required improvements within 
the time stated in such written agreement. Such deposit may be used by the 
subdivider or developer as progress payments as the work progresses upon written 
certification by the director of public works that work for which payment is sought 
has been completed and that sufficient funds remain in the escrow account to 
complete the work. Any and all funds remaining from any such escrow deposit upon 
completion of the work and acceptance thereof by city council shall be promptly 
released by the city to the depositor; or 

 
(3) The subdivider or developer files a corporate surety bond with the city manager or 

designee, executed by a surety company licensed to do business in the state and 
acceptable to the city council, in an amount equal to 120 percent of the cost of 
installation of all required improvements as determined by the director of public 
works, computed on a private commercial rate basis, guaranteeing the installation of 
such required improvements by the subdivider or developer within the time stated in 
the bond, which time shall be fixed by the city council. 

 
(b) Recording. Upon approval of any plat required hereunder, and full compliance by the 
subdivider or developer with all conditions of such approval, the city manager shall provide for 
the recording of any such approved final plat with the county clerk. No final plat shall be returned 
or released to the subdivider until recorded as provided above. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-33; Ordinance 276, sec. 29, adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, sec. 18, 
adopted 12/8/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-32; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
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§9.02.033 Vacation of recorded plats. 
 
Any recorded subdivision plat may be vacated by the proprietors of the land covered, upon 
approval of the city council in conformance with the provisions and procedures of V.T.C.A., 
Local Government Code section 212.013. (1991 Code, sec. 28-34; Ordinance 276, sec. 30, 
adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-33) 
 
§9.02.034 Disapproval of plans and plat; maintenance of dedicated improvements. 
 
Disapproval of a plat shall be deemed a refusal to accept the offered dedications shown thereon. 
Approval of the plat shall not impose any duty upon the city concerning the maintenance of 
improvements of any dedicated parts indicated thereon until the city council, after inspection and 
recommendation by the director of public works, shall have accepted same by resolution 
expressing such acceptance. The subdivider or developer shall maintain all such improvements 
for a period of one year following such acceptance by city council; provided, however, that such 
one year of required maintenance shall not begin until there has been filed with the city manager 
or designee either a maintenance bond, executed by a surety company licensed to do business in 
the state and acceptable to the city council, in an amount equal to 100 percent of the cost of 
installation of such improvements, warranting that said improvements will render satisfactory 
operation for such one-year period, or a cash bond, in an amount equal to 100 percent of the cost 
of installation of such improvements, likewise warranting that said improvements will render 
satisfactory operation for such one-year period. (1991 Code, sec. 28-35; Ordinance 276, sec. 31, 
adopted 3/8/79; Ordinance 06-616, sec. 19, adopted 12/8/05; 2007 Code, sec. 38-34; Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§9.02.035 Variances. 
 
Where literal compliance with any provision or standard of these regulations creates or causes an 
unnecessary or impractical hardship in the subdividing of a tract of land, the council shall have 
the authority to grant a modification in the application of such provision or standard. In no case, 
however, shall the council grant such modification unless it finds that all of the following 
conditions are satisfied: 
 

(1) That the modified proposal would conform to the city plan; 
 

(2) That literal enforcement of a provision would render subdivision of the tract of land 
impractical; 

 
(3) That literal enforcement of a provision will result in an unnecessary or impractical 

hardship in the subdivision of a tract of land; and 
 

(4) That granting of a modification will not have the effect of preventing the orderly 
subdivision of other land in the area in accordance with the provisions of these 
controls. 

 
(1991 Code, sec. 28-36; Ordinance 276, sec. 32, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-35) 
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§9.02.036 Amendments. 
 
These regulations may be amended from time to time by the city council, in the manner 
prescribed by state law. (1991 Code, sec. 28-37; Ordinance 276, sec. 33, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 
Code, sec. 38-36) 
 
§9.02.037 Appeals. 
 
Appeals from any action of any administrative official under this article shall be filed in writing 
within 30 days after such action. (1991 Code, sec. 28-38; Ordinance 276, sec. 35, adopted 3/8/79; 
2007 Code, sec. 38-37) 
 
§9.02.038 Repeal of conflicting ordinances. 
 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in direct conflict with any of the provisions of this article 
are hereby repealed insofar as the same are in direct conflict with the provisions hereof; however, 
any ordinance requiring a more stringent or detailed provision shall remain in force to such 
extent. (1991 Code, sec. 28-39; Ordinance 276, sec. 38, adopted 3/8/79; 2007 Code, sec. 38-38) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.03 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
 
§9.03.001 Preservation district established. 
 
There is hereby created the city preservation district. The boundaries of such district shall include 
the entire corporate limits of the city. (1991 Code, sec. 9-171; Ordinance 92-452, sec. 1, adopted 
2/13/92; Ordinance 93-468, sec. 1, adopted 8/12/93; 2007 Code, sec. 12-187) 
 
§9.03.002 Designation of historic buildings. 
 
All commercial buildings located within the preservation district shall be eligible for 
identification and classification as historic buildings. No building shall receive such designation 
until so determined by the city council. In reviewing an application for historic building status, 
the city council shall consider the physical condition of the building, its historical and cultural 
significance to the city, the recommendation of the preservation committee (see section 9.03.003) 
and such other matters as the city council may deem necessary and appropriate. (1991 Code, sec. 
9-172; Ordinance 92-452, sec. 2, adopted 2/13/92; 2007 Code, sec. 12-188) 
 
§9.03.003 Preservation committee. 
 
(a) Creation; board of directors. There is hereby created the city preservation committee, which 
committee shall be open to all persons interested in preserving the history and culture of the city 
and the preservation district. The board of directors of such committee shall be comprised of ten 
individuals, including a member of the city council, the building official, the fire marshal, the city 
manager, an architect selected by the city council, the then-current president of the Humble Area 
Chamber of Commerce, and four persons selected by the members of the preservation committee. 
 
(b) Duties. The preservation committee shall serve as an advisory committee to the city 
council, and its primary purpose shall be to investigate and recommend to the city council such 
matters as the committee deems necessary and appropriate for the protection, preservation and 
restoration of the preservation district. In addition, the committee shall recommend to the city 
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council buildings it deems appropriate for historic building status, whether such recommendation 
is the result of a property owner application or the initiative of the committee. 
 
(c) Procedures. The board of directors shall establish such rules of procedure for the conduct of 
its business as it deems reasonable and prudent; provided, however, that the board shall conduct 
its meetings in accordance with the provisions of V.T.C.A., Government Code chapter 551, the 
Texas Open Meetings Act, and all records of the board shall be subject to disclosure as required 
by V.T.C.A., Government Code chapter 552, the Texas Open Records Act. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 9-173; Ordinance 92-452, sec. 3, adopted 2/13/92; 2007 Code, sec. 12-189) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.04 DEVELOPMENT IN RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 
 
§9.04.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Block means an area of land bounded by streets, or by a combination of streets and public parks, 
cemeteries, rights-of-way, airport boundaries, watercourses, city boundaries, or other man-made 
or natural boundaries. 
 
Block face means a side of a block in which lots or tracts face an abutting street; provided, 
however a block face shall not exceed 2,640 feet. 
 
Change of use means: 
 

(1) The cessation or conversion of the use of structure from a private residence or single-
family dwelling unit to some other nonresidential use or combination of 
nonresidential or multifamily residential uses; or 

 
(2) Any continuation of any pre-existing nonresidential use or combination of 

nonresidential or multifamily uses if such nonresidential or multifamily uses ceased 
to operate for a continuous period of one year. 

 
Private residence means a dwelling structure designed for occupancy by a single family, whether 
occupied or not. 
 
Project means any construction or expansion of a new or existing structure or improvement 
within a residential neighborhood, or the renovation or repair an existing structure in more than 
50 percent of the value of the structure that is located within a residential area. 
 
Residential neighborhood means: 
 

(1) A subdivision for which a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county 
and that contains or is bounded by public streets or parts of public streets that are 
abutted by residential property occupying at least 75 percent of the front footage 
along the block face; 
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(2) A subdivision for which a plat is recorded in the real property records of the county 
and a majority of the lots of which are subject to deed restrictions limiting the lots to 
residential use; 

 
(3) A block that is divided into four of more lots or tracts and in which 75 percent or 

more of the lots or tracts are contain a private residence; or 
 

(4) A block face that has been divided into at least four or more lots or tracts and at least 
75 percent of the front footage along the block face are lots or tracts on which there is 
a private residence. 

 
(Ordinance 08-655, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/08; Ordinance 10-683, sec. 2, adopted 1/14/10; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-350) 
 
§9.04.002 Compliance; approval of plats and permits. 
 
(a) No plat or development plat shall be approved for a project unless the project complies with 
the requirements of this article. 
 
(b) The building official shall not issue any permit for any project unless the project complies 
with the requirements of this article. 
 
(Ordinance 08-655, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/08; 2007 Code, sec. 12-351) 
 
§9.04.003 Standards for projects involving change of use. 
 
If a project involves a change of use, then the project shall comply with the following 
requirements in addition to any other requirements that may be provided for by this code or other 
law: 
 

(1) The front building line for the project shall be the greater of either: 
 

(A) Twenty-five feet; or 
 

(B) The average front setback of the existing private residences or single-family 
dwelling units on the block face in which the project is located. 

 
(2) The side building lines for the project shall be the greater of either: 

 
(A) Seven and one-half feet; or 

 
(B) The average side setback of the existing private residences or single-family 

dwelling units on the block face in which the project is located. 
 

(3) No parking, including no off-street parking, shall be allowed between the building 
and the front property lines of the lot or tract on which the project is located, and no 
parking shall obstruct any public sidewalk. 

 
(4) No parking, including no off-street parking, shall be allowed between the building 

and the side property lines of the lot or tract on which the project is located. 
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(5) A minimum of 20 percent of the lot or tract on which the project is located shall be 
made and maintained as green or open space. 

 
(6) No building or other enclosed structure on the lot or tract on which the project is 

located shall exceed 35 feet in height. 
 

(7) Only one on-premises sign shall be allowed and such sign shall not exceed 12 square 
feet in size; provided, however, that the sign may not be illuminated or have any 
moving elements. 

 
(8) No outdoor display of merchandise shall be allowed. 

 
(Ordinance 08-655, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/08; 2007 Code, sec. 12-352) 
 
§9.04.004 Offenses. 
 
(a) A person commits an offense if the person constructs or improves a project that does not 
comply with the requirements of this article. 
 
(b) A person commits an offense if the person occupies or maintains a project in violation of 
the requirements of this article. 
 
(Ordinance 08-655, sec. 1, adopted 4/10/08; 2007 Code, sec. 12-353) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.05 BUFFER FENCING 
 
§9.05.001 Definitions. 
 
As used in this article, unless the context indicates otherwise: 
 
Affected property means any lot or tract of land within the corporate limits of the city, and that 
abuts residential property. 
 
Buffering wall means a permanent structure that contains each of the following design features: 
 

(1) Is not less than eight feet in height or more than 14 feet in height; 
 

(2) Is constructed of concrete, brick, stone, or other similar solid opaque material; 
 

(3) Is of such thickness and density as to provide the equivalent visual impediment and 
sound reduction as a concrete block wall; and 

 
(4) Is not a part of any building or structure constituting a commercial improvement. 

 
Commercial improvement means any structure or building not used or intended to be used as for 
residential purposes. 
 
Residential property means any real property used for residential purposes, including single-
family, duplex, and multifamily dwellings, nursing homes, rest homes, group care homes, and 
assisted living homes, or any residential subdivision. 
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Residential subdivision means any platted subdivision, on file in the plat records of the county 
clerk of Harris County, Texas, and pursuant to which the lots within the subdivision are restricted 
to a residential purpose included under the definition of residential property immediately above. 
 
Temporary buffering wall means a temporary structure, not less than eight feet in height nor more 
than 14 feet in height, that provides a solid visual barrier between any commercial improvement 
and a residential property. 
 
(Ordinance 09-670, sec. 2, adopted 5/28/09; 2007 Code, sec. 16-200; Ordinance 21-909, sec. 1, 
adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§9.05.002 Temporary buffering wall required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to commence construction of a commercial improvement upon 
any affected property without having first erected a temporary buffering wall. For the purposes 
hereof, dirt removal, grading, and other site preparation prior to any construction of permanent 
structures shall not be deemed as commencement of construction. No building permit for 
construction of any commercial improvement shall be authorized until in compliance with the 
requirements of this article. Such temporary buffering wall shall be maintained by the applicant 
until completion and acceptance of the buffering wall required by section 9.05.003 below. 
(Ordinance 09-670, sec. 2, adopted 5/28/09; 2007 Code, sec. 16-201) 
 
§9.05.003 Buffering wall required; location; maintenance. 
 
(a) Buffering wall required. It shall be unlawful for any person to occupy any affected property 
without having first erected a buffering wall adjacent to the common boundary between the 
affected property and any adjacent residential property. No certificate of occupancy for a 
commercial improvement shall be issued until construction of a required buffering wall is 
complete and in compliance with the requirements of this article. 
 
(b) Location. The buffering wall shall extend the entire length of the common boundary 
between a residential property and the affected property, or for such distance as is sufficient to 
obscure the commercial activity from any location on the residential property. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, nothing herein shall be construed as requiring the locating of a buffering wall (i) 
within any required building setback area adjacent to a street as may be required by ordinances of 
the city, (ii) within any required building setback area between a commercial improvement and 
the street providing the primary means of access to the facility, or (iii) within any required 
building setback area adjacent to a state highway. Provided further, nothing herein shall be 
construed as requiring a buffering wall across any street or driveway necessary for reasonable 
access to the commercial improvement. 
 
(c) Maintenance. A buffering wall shall be maintained by the owner of the affected property 
upon which the buffering wall is located for as long as the affected property is occupied. 
 
(Ordinance 09-670, sec. 2, adopted 5/28/09; 2007 Code, sec. 16-202; Ordinance 21-909, sec. 2, 
adopted 11/11/21) 
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§9.05.004 Permit. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or permit the construction or placement of any 
temporary buffering wall or buffering wall unless a permit has been issued therefor by the city’s 
building official, or to cause or permit the construction or placement of any temporary buffering 
wall or buffering wall except in accordance with an issued permit. Permit procedures and fees 
shall be as required for buildings and structures pursuant to uniform building and construction 
codes of the city. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no such permit shall issue until the applicant 
therefor has submitted to the city building official a detailed construction and site location plan, 
which shall show compliance with the provisions of this article. (Ordinance 09-670, sec. 2, 
adopted 5/28/09; 2007 Code, sec. 16-203) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.06 EXTERIOR CONSTRUCTION AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS 
 
§9.06.001 Purpose. 
 
It is the express purpose of this article to provide development standards for the exterior 
construction of all buildings to improve the aesthetics, safety, and durability of the buildings and 
to enhance the quality of life of for all residents of the city. (Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 
10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 12-500(a)) 
 
§9.06.002 Definitions. 
 
Dwelling unit means a structure or part of a structure containing complete, independent living 
facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, 
cooking and sanitation as defined by chapter 2, section 202 of the International Building Code. 
 
Industrial building means any nonresidential building utilized for manufacturing, altering, 
repairing, warehousing, disposing, recycling, salvaging, reclaiming, refining, or distributing raw 
materials or products and that is 50,000 square feet or more in area. 
 
Masonry materials. 
 

(1) Masonry materials means and includes any form of construction defined below and 
composed of brick, stone, decorative concrete block, rock or other materials of equal 
characteristics laid up unit by unit set in mortar, precast concrete panels, or stucco. 

 
(A) Brick shall include kiln fired clay or shale brick manufactured to ASTM C216 

or C652, Grade SW, can include concrete brick if the coloration is integral, 
shall not be painted, and is manufactured to ASTM C1634; minimum thickness 
of 2-1/4 inches when applied as a veneer, and shall not include underfired clay 
or shale brick. 

 
(B) Stone shall include naturally occurring granite, marble, limestone, slate, river 

rock, and other similar hard and durable all-weather stone that is customarily 
used in exterior building construction; may also include cast or manufactured 
stone product, provided that such product yields a highly textured stone-like
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appearance, its coloration is integral to the masonry material and shall not be 
painted on, and it is demonstrated to be highly durable and maintenance free; 
natural or man-made stone shall have a minimum thickness of 2-5/8 inches 
when applied as a veneer. 

 
(C) Decorative concrete block shall include highly textured finish, such as split 

faced, indented, hammered, fluted, ribbed or similar architectural finish; 
coloration shall be integral to the masonry material and shall not be painted on; 
minimum thickness of 3-5/8 inches when applied as a veneer; shall include 
lightweight and featherweight concrete block or cinderblock units. 

 
(D) Precast concrete panels shall mean products associated with tilt-up wall 

construction. 
 

(E) Stucco shall mean a durable exterior building finish composed of aggregate, 
lime and cement, which is applied in multiple layers over lath. 

 
(2) The following materials shall not qualify nor be defined as “masonry construction” in 

meeting the minimum requirements for exterior construction, unless specifically 
approved by variance: 

 
(A) Exterior plaster adobe or mortar wash surface material. 

 
(B) Exterior insulation and finish systems (EIFS), acrylic matrix, synthetic plaster, 

or other similar synthetic material. 
 

(C) Cementitious fiber-board siding (such as “Hardie Plank” or “Hardie Board”). 
 
Multifamily dwelling development means a structure or group of structures containing two or 
more attached dwelling units constructed on one or more contiguous lots or tracts of land owned 
by the same or related persons, including but not limited to common areas, green spaces, 
amenities, parking lots, and any other improvements or surrounding land area. 
 
Multifamily dwelling unit means a structure or part of a structure designed, constructed, or 
renovated to contain two or more individual dwelling units, including but not limited to 
apartments, townhomes, condominiums, and duplexes. 
 
Nonresidential building means any building other than a single-family residence, a multifamily 
residential dwelling unit, or a single-family accessory building. 
 
Single-family accessory building means any enclosed structure constructed in a residential 
neighborhood or on a single-family residential property that is adjacent to a single-family 
dwelling unit. A single-family accessory building may be but is not limited to a garage, shed, 
pool house or barn. 
 
Single-family residence means a structure used as a single-family dwelling unit, whether located 
on a lot or multiple lots. 
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Storage container means a cargo container, shipping container or other similar transportable 
container with a volume greater than 100 cubic feet that is suitable for storing building materials, 
furniture, household goods and other personal property. 
 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 16-791, sec. 1, adopted 12/8/16; 
Ordinance 17-795, sec. 1, adopted 1/26/17; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(b)) 
 
§9.06.003 Exterior construction standards. 
 
(a) Single-family residence development. 
 

(1) A single-family residence permitted for construction on or after the adoption of this 
section shall have at least 50 percent of the total exterior walls, excluding doors and 
windows, constructed of masonry materials. 

 
(2) Carports constructed entirely out of metal are not permitted. Carports shall be similar 

in design and material with the main structure. 
 
(b) Multifamily residential building development. 
 

(1) All principal and accessory buildings of a multifamily residential building 
development permitted for construction on or after the adoption of this section shall 
have at least 80 percent of the total exterior walls, excluding doors and windows, 
constructed of masonry materials, up to 40 percent of which may be stucco. 

 
(2) Carports constructed entirely out of metal are not permitted. Carports shall be similar 

in design and material with the main structure. 
 
(c) Nonresidential building development. The following standards apply to all new 
nonresidential building construction and any building expansion of 50 percent or more in floor 
area or a significant change in use of the building from one occupancy to another occupancy 
classification in accordance with the adopted building codes: 
 

(1) All nonresidential buildings permitted for construction on or after the adoption of this 
section shall have at least 80 percent of the total exterior walls that front or are visible 
from a public right-of-way or adjacent to or visible from a single-family residential 
property or multifamily residential development constructed of masonry materials, up 
to 40 percent of which may be stucco. 

 
(2) Each building elevation shall provide architectural features such as columns, reveals 

and articulations to break up long facades exceeding 50 feet. 
 

(3) Smooth surface concrete block, or metal finishes, shall not be permitted in 
nonresidential construction unless approved as part of the design by variance 
approval. 

 
(4) EIFS shall generally be used as accent material for window heads, sills or cornices 

around the building. EIFS shall not be permitted as a primary building material. 
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(5) Carports constructed entirely out of metal are not permitted. Carports shall be similar 
in design and material with the main structure. 

 
(6) Requirements for industrial buildings: 

 
(A) 50,001-100,000 sq. ft.: 75 percent brick or stone veneer on the front facade and 

50 percent brick or stone veneer on all other facades if visible from a public 
right-of-way, or adjacent to or visible from a single-family residential property 
or multifamily residential development. 

 
(B) 100,001 sq. ft. and larger: 75 percent brick or stone veneer on the front facade 

and 25 percent brick or stone veneer on all other facades if visible from a 
public right-of-way, or adjacent to or visible from a single-family residential 
property or multifamily residential development. 

 
Any industrial building constructed with pre-cast concrete panels shall provide 
architectural features such as columns, reveals and articulations to break up long 
facades exceeding 50 feet and provide for 50 percent brick or stone veneer on the 
front facade. 

 
(d) Single-family accessory buildings. Any single-family accessory building shall be 
constructed in such a manner and use materials that match the aesthetic appearance and 
dimensions of the single-family dwelling unit. 
 
(e) Exception. An accessory building 120 square feet or less is excluded from the exterior 
construction requirements. 
 
(f) Use of storage container as dwelling. Storage containers are not permitted for use as a 
dwelling unit or incorporated into the structure of a building that is used for any type of human 
occupancy. 
 
(g) Storage containers on residential property. Storage containers are not permitted to be placed 
on any single-family residential property or multifamily dwelling development property for 
storing purposes. 
 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 16-791, sec. 2, adopted 12/8/16; 
Ordinance 17-795, sec. 2, adopted 1/26/17; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(c)) 
 
§9.06.004 Service area screening for all non-single-family residence properties. 
 
(a) To reinforce the professional image of each nonresidential and multifamily residential 
development site, all service areas and mechanical equipment, noise and odors shall be located at 
the rear of the property and screened from views using walls, berms, shrubs, and trees. 
 
(b) All dumpsters; storage containers; trash compactors and bins; stored equipment or 
manufactured items; storage tanks and pumps; and loading and truck service areas as defined by
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this section shall be screened with a masonry wall or other comparable material compatible in 
material and color with the primary building, and/or berms, shrubs or trees so as to not be visible 
from any public right-of-way. 
 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(d); Ordinance 21-903 adopted 7/22/21) 
 
§9.06.005 Screening walls for multifamily residential development. 
 
(a) Masonry screening walls shall be required in all multifamily residential developments 
constructed or improved, if the improvements exceed 50 percent of the tax appraised value of the 
property, and if adjacent to a public right-of-way or an adjacent lot containing a single-family 
residential use. 
 
(b) The screening walls shall be located within ten feet of the property line. 
 
(c) The screening walls shall be constructed of double wall brick or thin wall brick. Thin wall 
columns are to be spaced no greater than 12 feet on center. The brick shall be clay-fired brick of 
natural colors. 
 
(d) A combination of brick or stone masonry and decorative metal/iron wall with brick or stone 
detailing may be used to create a change in plane or texture at locations adjacent to the side yards 
in front of the building line. Columns shall be constructed of brick or stone and centered no more 
than 25 feet on center. Metal tubing may be painted with epoxy paint, the color which to be 
approved by the city. 
 
(e) Required wall heights, measured at the spans between columns, shall be a minimum of 
eight feet in height from natural grade. 
 
(f) All screening wall plans and details shall be approved and sealed licensed civil or structural 
engineer. 
 
(g) The screening wall shall be constructed and completed prior to the release of any building 
permits within the subdivision. If screening wall construction is underway at the time of final 
acceptance of the subdivision infrastructure, then ten percent of the building permits may be 
released by the city manager or the city manager’s designee. 
 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(e)) 
 
§9.06.006 Variances. 
 
(a) The city council, upon application duly filed by the applicant, may grant a variance from 
the terms and requirements of this article upon affirmative vote of the majority of the city council 
members present and voting on such variances. The application for a variance shall set forth in 
specific language the grounds or reasons upon which such a variance request is being made. 
 
(b) The city council may grant a variance upon submission of design plans showing that the 
approach to screening is better than the standards imposed by this article, or is more compatible 
with surrounding developed properties. 
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(c) At the time the variance application is filed with the city manager or designee, the applicant 
shall pay a fee as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code to defray costs of 
handling and processing the application and this fee shall not be refundable regardless of the 
disposition of the application. 
 
(d) The terms and conditions of the variance, if granted, shall be noted in the minutes of the 
meeting or be adopted by a resolution of the city council. In the event that a variance application 
is denied by the city council, no other variance of like kind shall be considered or acted upon by 
the city council for the same building or proposed building for a period of six months subsequent 
to said denial. 
 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(f); Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§9.06.007 Nonconforming buildings. 
 
Where a lawful building exists at the effective date of this article that could not be built under the 
terms of this article, it may continue so long as it remains lawful, and subject to the following 
provisions: 
 

(1) Such a building may not be enlarged by more than 25 percent of its existing 
foundation footprint unless the entire building is brought into conformity with this 
article. 

 
(2) The exterior walls of such a building may not be modified, altered, or enlarged in a 

way which increases its nonconformity unless the modification, alteration, or 
enlargement is in conformity with the provisions of this article. 

 
(3) Should a building be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than 50 percent of 

its replacement cost at the time of destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in 
conformity with the provisions of this article. 

 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(g)) 
 
§9.06.008 Penalty. 
 
Any person who shall willfully or intentionally violate any provision of this article shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined in accordance with section 
1.01.009 of the Code of Ordinances. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense. 
(Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 2/22/18; 2007 
Code, sec. 12-500(h)) 
 
 

ARTICLE 9.07 FENCING, WALLS AND SCREENING REQUIREMENTS 
 
§9.07.001 Purpose. 
 
[The purpose of this article is] to encourage the most appropriate use of land and conserve and 
protect the privacy and value of adjacent permitted uses. Regulations are prescribed for the 
location and type of various screening devices to be used upon single-family properties and/or 
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within residential areas. This article shall apply to all fences constructed after the date in which 
the ordinance establishing this article became effective and to any fences in which over fifty (50) 
percent of the fence has been damaged, destroyed or otherwise requires replacement, including 
nonconforming fences erected prior to the effective date of the ordinance from which this article 
derives. (Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.002 Definitions. 
 
For the purpose of this article, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivation shall have 
the meaning given below: 
 
Corner lot. A lot situated at the junction of two (2) or more private or dedicated public streets. 
 
Fence. Any wall or structure more than eighteen inches (18") in height constructed for the 
purpose of enclosing, screening, restricting access to or providing decoration to any lot, building 
or structure. A fence is any part of a fence, including the base, footings, supporting columns, post, 
braces, gates, structural members or any other of its appendages. 
 
Front yard. An open, unoccupied space on a lot facing a street and extending from the front of the 
lot to the front of the principal building, between the side lot lines. 
 
Nonconforming fence. Any fence that was constructed before the effective date of the ordinance 
which established this article that does not meet the requirements set forth in this article. 
 
Rear yard. A space unoccupied by the principal structure extending for the full width of the lot 
between a principal structure and the rear lot line. 
 
Repair. A repair to a fence shall be defined as maintenance to a fence where replacement of 
materials does not exceed fifty (50) percent of the length of the fence and does not change the 
scope, location or dimensions of the fence. Repairs shall be made using the same material, or 
material with comparable composition, color, size, shape and quality of the original fence to 
which the repair is being made. 
 
Side yard. An open unoccupied space on the same lot with the building, situated between the 
building and the side line of the lot, and extending from the front yard to the rear yard. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.003 Permit required. 
 
It shall be a violation of this article for any person to construct or cause to have constructed any 
type of fence or any part of a fence without first having obtained a permit from the building and 
inspections department. The permit fee shall be established by the general fee schedule for 
permits as adopted by resolution of the city council. 
 

(1) Application. Any person must supply the following information (in addition to all 
requested information on the permit application forms) when applying for a permit to 
erect a fence: 

 
(A) Type of fence (i.e. style, material and design); 
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(B) Height of fence; 
 

(C) A survey or scalable plat plan of the entire property showing the location of the 
fence and/or retaining wall and any existing improvements (structures) on the 
property; and 

 
(D) Approximate monetary value of the proposed fence. 

 
(2) Exception. No permit is required for a repair to a fence as that term is defined in 

section 9.07.002. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.004 Fences on public property. 
 
No fence or guy wires, braces or posts of such fence shall be constructed upon or caused, allowed 
or permitted to protrude over property that the city or the general public has dominion and control 
over, owns or has an easement over, under, around or through, except upon utility easements that 
permit fencing or by approval of the city council. (Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.005 Fence requirements. 
 
(a) Rear yard requirements. It shall be unlawful to erect a fence at a height exceeding eight (8) 
feet in any rear yard or along any rear yard lot line. Where driveways connect to alleys in 
commercial, industrial and/or residential areas, fences shall only be constructed along the rear lot 
line of any lot to within five (5) feet of a point where the driveway should intersect the alley. 
Fences to be constructed along any driveway or perpendicular to alleys shall not be constructed 
within five (5) feet of the rear lot line or alley easement line. 
 
(b) Side yard requirements. It shall be unlawful to erect a fence at a height exceeding eight (8) 
feet in any side yard or along any side lot line. 
 
(c) Front yard requirements. Only a decorative fence (e.g. wrought iron, wood, masonry) may 
be erected in the front yard building setback area, and only if all of the following requirements are 
met: 
 

(1) No front yard fence shall be erected to a height greater than four (4) feet above the 
finished lot grade. 

 
(2) Front yard fence material shall not be of wire, mesh or chain link. Samples of all 

other materials to be used shall be approved by the chief building official. 
 

(3) The solid area of the front yard fence shall not exceed fifty (50) percent of the total 
area of the fence, with no massing of solid material widths greater than six (6) inches, 
except for corners or posts. 

 
(4) No front yard fence shall be constructed on a corner lot that does not afford proper 

visual clearance approved by the chief building official for traffic approaching the 
intersection in either direction. Proper visual clearance shall be maintained for a 
distance of not less than thirty (30) feet on each street. 
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(d) Fences along a roadway. All fences along a roadway, whether public or private, must have 
a finished side facing the roadway. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22; Ordinance 22-925 adopted 4/14/22) 
 
§9.07.006 Fence design and construction standards. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any fence that is electrically charged in any form or manner to be 
erected in a residential area as defined by the Code of Ordinances. This restriction does not apply 
to usage for restraining livestock where permitted or single strand wires constructed within three 
(3) feet from ground level to restrain small animals. When electrically charged fences are used, 
warning signs must be posted every seventy-five (75) feet. Electrical charging units must be low 
voltage, U.L. approved. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain or permit a fence that: 
 

(1) Is constructed with rope; string; except as otherwise provided in this article, wire 
products, including but not limited to, chicken wire, hog wire, wire fabric and similar 
welded or woven wire fabrics; live bamboo; netting; cut or broken glass; paper; 
corrugated metal panels; galvanized sheet metal; plywood, tubular steel or fiberglass 
panels. 

 
(2) Is constructed of chain link. 

 
(3) Is constructed of damaged, deteriorated or unsafe materials. 

 
(4) Is constructed with used or recycled materials, unless it can be determined by the 

chief building official that the materials meet the requirements of the building code 
for new materials. 

 
(5) Is temporary in nature except where required by code for construction, excavation or 

life safety issues, provided however that temporary fences made of wire and not in 
excess of three feet in height are permitted for residential gardens. 

 
(c) Wire products, tubular steel or other materials that are manufactured specifically for 
agricultural uses or for the restraining of livestock may only be erected in areas where livestock is 
permitted and must be approved by the chief building official. 
 
(d) Barbed wire shall be used only to restrain livestock or as part of a fence on a commercial or 
industrial property where the lowest strand of barbed wire is not less than six and one-half (6-1/2) 
feet above grade. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.007 Swimming pool, spa and hot tub fence regulations. 
 
A person constructing or maintaining a fence or wall enclosure around a swimming pool, spa or 
hot tub shall comply with the minimum requirements of the city’s building codes, including but 
not limited to the city-adopted International Residential Code, as it exists or may be amended, 
and other applicable laws. (Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
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§9.07.008 Maintenance required. 
 
(a) Any person, group of persons, firm or corporation owning or having control of any fence 
within the city shall be responsible to maintain the fence in a safe and presentable condition and 
in compliance with the requirements of this article. This shall include, but not be limited to, 
replacement of broken or defective boards, posts, wire or other fence parts that may cause the 
fence to be unsafe or unsightly, and the correction of any visible and/or unsafe lean in the fence. 
Failure to properly maintain such fence as required under this article shall be considered a 
violation of this article. 
 
(b) All fences, including without limitation, fences existing on the effective date of this article 
are subject to inspection and may be tagged as safety hazards or public nuisance if not adequately 
maintained. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.009 Abatement of unsafe fences and other violations. 
 
Any person to whom a notice of violation is issued shall have thirty (30) days after receipt of the 
notice of violation in which to comply. The city reserves the right to abate unsafe fences in order 
to protect public safety and place a lien upon the property for the expense of the abatement. 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
 
§9.07.010 Appeals and variances. 
 
(a) An appeal from a decision of the building official under this article shall be made to the city 
council. 
 
(b) When in its judgement the public convenience and welfare will be substantially served and 
the appropriate use of the neighboring property will not be substantially injured, the city council 
may authorize a variance to the regulations provided in this article in order to permit reasonable 
development and improvement of property where the literal enforcement of the regulations would 
result in an unnecessary hardship including but not limited to: 
 

(1) A unique physical condition that exists within or adjacent to the subject tract or 
structure(s) located thereon which distinguishes it from others similarly situated, and 
which creates an exceptional hardship, difficulty, or inequity that would result from 
literal enforcement; 

 
(2) The condition or characteristic noted above is not caused by an action of the property 

owner, occupant, or applicant; 
 

(3) The variance is the minimum amount necessary to allow a reasonable use of the 
property; 

 
(4) The sole reason for the variance is not a desire of the owner, occupant, or applicant 

for increased financial gain or reduced financial hardship; 
 

(5) The variance will not alter the essential character of the area or block face within 
which the subject property is located, and is in harmony with the intent and purposes 
of this article. 
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(c) An appeal for variance must be submitted on the form as prescribed by the building and 
permits department and shall be subject to an application fee as provided in the fee schedule in 
appendix A of this code. 
 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§9.07.011 Penalty. 
 
Any person who shall willfully, intentionally, or with criminal negligence violate any provision 
of this article shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in an 
amount in accordance with section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a 
separate offense. (Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§9.07.012 Conflicts between this article and other codes. 
 
In all cases of conflict between this article and other sections of the Code of Ordinances of the 
city concerning construction and maintenance offences, the most restrictive shall prevail. 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
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ARTICLE 10.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§10.01.001 Specifications for streets, sidewalks, curbs and gutters. 
 
All streets, curbs and/or gutters or sidewalks or extensions and appurtenances thereto shall be 
constructed in accordance with plans and specifications as determined by the city council. (1973 
Code, sec. 26-3; 1991 Code, sec. 27-3; 2007 Code, sec. 36-2) 
 
§10.01.002 Obstructing sidewalk. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to in any manner obstruct the use by pedestrians of any 
sidewalk, public easement or street in the city by placing, depositing or suffering to remain 
thereon, or permitting any of his employees or persons under his control to deposit, place or 
suffer to remain thereon, any goods, wares, merchandise, material, vehicle or other objects 
whatsoever. (1973 Code, sec. 26-2; 1991 Code, sec. 27-2; 2007 Code, sec. 36-1) 
 
§10.01.003 Obstructing drainage. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to obstruct, close up or fill any street gutter or public 
drainageway of any kind for any purpose. (1973 Code, sec. 26-4; 1991 Code, sec. 27-4; 2007 
Code, sec. 36-3) 
 
§10.01.004 Temporary culverts prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or build a culvert of wood or other temporary 
materials across any street gutter or drainageway. (1973 Code, sec. 26-5; 1991 Code, sec. 27-5; 
2007 Code, sec. 36-4) 
 
§10.01.005 Obstructing public property. 
 
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person within the city, without obtaining from the building 
official a permit, to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter or repair, or to permit the erection, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration or repair, of any fence, wall, hedge, structure or any other 
character of obstruction: 
 

(1) Over, on or across any public property, way, alley, street, sidewalk or park; or 
 

(2) Between the property line of any lot and a public street or alley line. 
 
(b) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of this section or fail to comply 
therewith shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. The owner of any building or premises or part thereof 
where anything in violation of this section shall be placed or exists, and any architect, builder, 
contractor, agent or person assisting in the commission of any such violation, shall also be guilty 
of a separate misdemeanor. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 26-6; 1991 Code, sec. 27-6; 2007 Code, sec. 36-5) 
 
§10.01.006 Interference with public improvements. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with or obstruct any public improvements 
authorized by the city council, the mayor or other city officials by means of threats, coercion, 
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duress or any other method whatsoever, either directly or indirectly. (1973 Code, sec. 26-7; 1991 
Code, sec. 27-7; 2007 Code, sec. 36-6) 
 
§10.01.007 Manner of work; cleaning of premises. 
 
All work done or performed under the provisions of this chapter shall be done or performed in a 
good, workmanlike manner. Such work shall not be accepted or approved by the city until the 
premises thereof have been cleaned and cleared of all debris, trash and rubbish which may have 
accumulated during such work. (1973 Code, sec. 26-8; 1991 Code, sec. 27-8; 2007 Code, sec. 36-
7) 
 
 

ARTICLE 10.02 EXCAVATIONS IN STREETS 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§10.02.001 Protection of public; barricades and lights. 
 
It shall be the duty of any person making an excavation in the streets of the city to adequately and 
sufficiently protect all such excavations by barricades or other obstructions, including not less 
than one red light on each side of such excavation during the nighttime, so as to prevent accidents 
or injury to persons or property until such time as such excavation is resurfaced and approved by 
the street superintendent. (1973 Code, sec. 26-25; 1991 Code, sec. 27-26; 2007 Code, sec. 36-33) 
 
§10.02.002 Supervision of work. 
 
All the work of excavating or making any character of opening in any of the streets, alleys or 
highways of the city shall at all times be under the supervision of the street superintendent, and 
the person doing such work shall do the same in the manner directed by him to the end that the 
streets and highways of the city shall not be unduly disturbed and traffic thereon obstructed. 
(1973 Code, sec. 26-26; 1991 Code, sec. 27-27; 2007 Code, sec. 36-34) 
 
§10.02.003 Backfilling; restoration of site. 
 
After the excavation or opening shall have been made, the person so making it shall backfill the 
excavation with such materials and in such manner as the street superintendent may require, and 
leave the street or highway in the same condition as it was before the opening therein was made. 
(1973 Code, sec. 26-27; 1991 Code, sec. 27-28; 2007 Code, sec. 36-35) 
 
§10.02.004 Acceptance of completed work. 
 
The conditions of the bond required by section 10.02.033 shall not be considered to have been 
complied with until the street superintendent shall have accepted the street or highway as being in 
good condition. In the event that the person making the opening shall fail to leave the highway in 
a good state of repair, satisfactory to the street superintendent, then the superintendent shall call 
upon the bondsmen to pay for the cost of repairing such highway; provided, however, that in the 
event of a cash deposit instead of a bond, the superintendent may proceed to have the street or 
highway put in good condition, paying for same out of the deposit made with him. If there be any 
remainder of the deposit after paying for such work, such remainder shall be refunded to the 
person making the deposit. (1973 Code, sec. 26-28; 1991 Code, sec. 27-29; 2007 Code, sec. 36-
36) 
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§10.02.005 Boring may be required. 
 
Notwithstanding the other provisions of this article, the street superintendent may require work to 
be accomplished under this article to be performed by boring under the streets, alleys, highways 
or sidewalks in this city. (1973 Code, sec. 26-29; 1991 Code, sec. 27-30; 2007 Code, sec. 36-37) 
 
§§10.02.006–10.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Permit 
 
§10.02.031 Required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to make any excavation or opening in any public street, alley 
or highway of the city without first having obtained a permit from the street superintendent to do 
so. (1973 Code, sec. 26-21; 1991 Code, sec. 27-46; 2007 Code, sec. 36-63) 
 
§10.02.032 Application. 
 
The application for a permit to make any excavation or opening in any of the streets, alleys or 
public highways of the city shall be made to the street superintendent and state clearly the name 
of the street or highway in which it is proposed to make such an opening, the exact location in 
such street or highway wherein it is proposed to make such opening, the purpose of making the 
opening, and the name of the person who proposes to make such excavation or opening. (1973 
Code, sec. 26-22; 1991 Code, sec. 27-47; 2007 Code, sec. 36-64) 
 
§10.02.033 Bond. 
 
The street superintendent shall estimate the probable cost of replacing the soil which may be 
removed from such public street or highway, and shall require the applicant to file a written bond 
in an amount sufficient to cover such cost, with two or more sufficient sureties, conditioned that 
the street shall be restored in as good a condition as it was before the excavation or opening 
therein was made. Such bond shall be received and approved by the street superintendent. If the 
applicant elects to do so, he may make a cash deposit in such sum as may have been fixed by the 
street superintendent in lieu of the written bond. (1973 Code, sec. 26-23; 1991 Code, sec. 27-48; 
2007 Code, sec. 36-65) 
 
§10.02.034 Issuance. 
 
When the bond or deposit required in section 10.02.033 shall have been accepted by the street 
superintendent, he shall then issue a permit for the excavation or opening named in the 
application, and the applicant may then proceed with the work in the exact location named in his 
application, and in no other place. (1973 Code, sec. 26-24; 1991 Code, sec. 27-49; 2007 Code, 
sec. 36-66) 
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ARTICLE 10.03 SIGHT OBSTRUCTIONS AT INTERSECTIONS 
 
§10.03.001 Basis for height measurement. 
 
For the purposes of this article, the term “street gutter flow line” means the street gutter flow line 
of the curb adjacent to and bordering upon each restricted area described in this article. If there is 
no such curb, the height restrictions set forth in this article shall be based upon the actual level of 
the paved or used portion of the public street adjacent to and bordering upon each such restricted 
area. (1973 Code, sec. 26-41; 1991 Code, sec. 27-66; 2007 Code, sec. 36-91) 
 
§10.03.002 Authority to remove prohibited vegetation. 
 
In addition to any penalty which may be imposed for the violation of this article, the city shall be 
entitled to enter upon and remove from the triangular corner areas described in this article any of 
the growths prohibited by this article. Such entry and removal shall be without liability to the 
owners thereof. (1973 Code, sec. 26-42; 1991 Code, sec. 27-67; 2007 Code, sec. 36-92) 
 
§10.03.003 Restricted areas. 
 
The areas in the city restricted by the provisions of this article are as follows: 
 

(1) All of that portion of land lying within a triangular shaped area on each street corner 
within the city described by metes and bounds as follows: Beginning at the precise 
corner of intersection point of the curbs of each of the two streets forming each 
corner and extending 20 feet along each such curbline from the curb intersection 
point, the third side being determined by the drawing of a straight line from the ends 
of such 20-foot extensions, whether the land be privately owned or unpaved or 
untraveled street right-of-way property. 

 
(2) Where no curbs are in existence at such street intersections, said 20-foot lines shall 

coincide with the central flow line of the ditches paralleling such uncurbed streets as 
shall be determined by the city engineer. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 26-43; 1991 Code, sec. 27-68; 2007 Code, sec. 36-93) 
 
§10.03.004 Maximum height of shrubs or other plants. 
 
No person shall plant, grow or maintain in any restricted area any plant, hedge, shrub or other 
growth, except trees at a height greater than three feet from the street gutter flow line. (1973 
Code, sec. 26-44; 1991 Code, sec. 27-69; 2007 Code, sec. 36-94) 
 
§10.03.005 Minimum clearance of trees. 
 
Any trees planted, grown and maintained in any restricted area shall not have branches or foliage 
extending from the trunk thereof at a height lower than 15 feet from the street gutter flow line. 
(1973 Code, sec. 26-45; 1991 Code, sec. 27-70; 2007 Code, sec. 36-95) 
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ARTICLE 10.04 RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT 
 
§10.04.001 Definitions. 
 
When used in this article, the following terms, as well as their singulars, plurals and possessives, 
shall have the following definitions and meanings, unless the context of the sentence in which 
they are used indicates otherwise. Terms defined in section 1.01.004 shall have the meaning 
assigned in section 1.01.004 unless defined otherwise by this section. 
 
Access line means a unit of measurement representing: 
 

(1) Each switched transmission path of the transmission media that is physically within a 
public right-of-way extended to the end-use customer’s premises within the city that 
allows the delivery of local exchange telephone services within the city, and that is 
provided by means of owned facilities, unbundled network elements or leased 
facilities, or resale; 

 
(2) Each termination point or points of a nonswitched telephone or other circuit 

consisting of transmission media located within a public right-of-way connecting 
specific locations identified by, and provided to, the end-use customer for delivery of 
nonswitched telecommunications services within the municipality; or 

 
(3) Each switched transmission path within a public right-of-way used to provide central 

office-based PBX-type services for systems of any number of stations within the city, 
and in that instance, one path shall be counted for every ten stations served. 

 
An access line may not be construed to include interoffice transport or other transmission media 
that do not terminate at an end-use customer’s premises or to permit duplicate or multiple 
assessment of access line rates on the provision of a single service. 
 
Antenna means communications equipment that transmits or receives electromagnetic radio 
frequency signals used in the provision of wireless services. 
 
Cable service means “cable service” as defined in the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, 
as amended, 47 U.S.C. section 532 et seq. (2017). 
 
City code means the Code of Ordinances of the city, as amended. 
 
Collocate and collocation means the installation, mounting, maintenance, modification, 
operation, or replacement of network nodes in a public right-of-way on or adjacent to a pole. 
 
Consumer price index means the annual revised Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers 
for Texas, as published by the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
 
Concealment means any wireless facility that is covered, blended, painted, disguised, 
camouflaged, or otherwise concealed such that the wireless facility blends into the surrounding 
environment and is visually unobtrusive. Concealment includes but is not limited to covering with 
a facade, designs that blend with the surrounding character of an area, paint that matches 
surrounding poles, disguising with landscaping, or locating underground. 
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Decorative pole means a streetlight pole specially designed and placed for aesthetic purposes and 
on which no appurtenances or attachments, other than specially designed informational or 
directional signage or temporary holiday or special event attachments, have been placed or are 
permitted to be placed according to this code. 
 
Design area means an area that is zoned, or otherwise designated by this code, and for which the 
city maintains and enforces unique design and aesthetic standards. 
 
Design manual means the design requirements in effect at the time of a construction permit 
application, or the commencement of work not required to obtain a permit, for specific types of 
facilities, including any adopted design manuals, the city’s unified development code, adopted 
construction codes and any other city requirements, as amended from time to time. 
 
Direction of the city means all ordinances, laws, rules, resolutions, and regulations of the city that 
are now in force or may hereafter be passed and adopted. 
 
Facilities means any and all of the network nodes, transport facilities, equipment cabinets, node 
support poles, duct spaces, manholes, poles, conduits, underground and overhead passageways, 
and other equipment, structures, plants, and appurtenances and all transmission media used for 
the provision of wireless service or telecommunication service. 
 
Federal Communications Commission or FCC means the federal administrative agency, or lawful 
successor, authorized to oversee cable television and other multi-channel regulation on a national 
level. 
 
Historic area means an area that is zoned or otherwise designated as a historic area under 
municipal, state, or federal law. 
 
Highway right-of-way means the right-of-way adjacent to a state or federal highway. 
 
Law means common law or a federal, state, or local law, statute, code, rule, regulation, order, or 
ordinance. 
 
Line fee means a monthly fee to be applied to each access line for the calculation of the total 
amount to be paid to the city as a rights-of-way fee. 
 
Macro tower means a guyed or self-supported pole or monopole greater than the lesser of (i) 55 
feet, or (ii) ten feet higher than the tallest existing utility pole located within 500 linear feet of the 
new pole in the same public right-of-way and that supports or is capable of supporting antennas. 
 
Micro network node means a network node that is not larger in dimension than 24 inches in 
length, 15 inches in width, and 12 inches in height, and that has an exterior antenna, if any, not 
longer than 11 inches. 
 
Municipally owned utility pole means a utility pole owned or operated by a municipally owned 
utility, as defined by V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 11.003, and located in a public right-of-
way. 
 
Park means any property dedicated or used as a park or for public park purposes or that may be 
dedicated or used as a park or for public park purposes within the city. 
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Public works director means the public works director or designee of the public works director. 
 
Network node or node means equipment at a fixed location that enables wireless communications 
between user equipment and a communications network. The term includes: 
 

(1) Equipment associated with wireless communications; 
 

(2) A radio transceiver, an antenna, a battery-only backup power supply, and comparable 
equipment, regardless of technological configuration; and 

 
(3) Coaxial or fiber-optic cable that is immediately adjacent to and directly associated 

with a particular collocation; 
 
and does not include (i) an electric generator, (ii) a pole, or (iii) a macro tower. 
 
New node support pole or new pole means a new installation, including any extension or 
replacement of an existing pole where the replacement is not excepted from permit requirements 
under this article. 
 
Node support pole means a pole installed by a wireless network provider for the primary purpose 
of supporting a network node. 
 
Permit means a written authorization for the use of the public right-of-way, including collocation 
on a service pole, required from the city before a user may perform an action under this article. 
 
Permit holder means any person that has been issued a permit pursuant to the terms of this article. 
 
Provider means a wireless network provider or telecommunications service provider. 
 
Pole means a service pole, municipally owned utility pole, node support pole, or utility pole. 
 
Private easement means an easement or other real property right that is only for the benefit of the 
grantor and grantee and their successors and assigns. 
 
Public right-of-way or right-of-way means the area on, below, or above a public roadway, 
highway, street, public sidewalk, alley, waterway, or utility easement in which the municipality 
has an interest. The term does not include: (i) a private easement, or (ii) the airwaves above a 
public right-of-way with regard to wireless telecommunications. This includes but is not limited 
to all present and future public streets, avenues, highways, alleys, sidewalks, boulevards, drives, 
tunnels, easements, bridges, and other such similar passageways, thoroughfares, and public ways 
within the city. 
 
Public utility means a public utility as that term is used in the Public Utility Regulatory Act, 
V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 11.004, including municipally owned and/or operated utilities. 
 
Rights-of-way fee means the total amount paid to the city for the use and occupancy of the rights-
of-way. This fee shall be paid on a quarterly basis for access lines and on an annual basis for 
other structures and facilities. For wireless network providers, this is the rental charge paid in 
accordance with V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 284. 
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Service pole means a pole, other than a municipally owned utility pole, owned or operated by a 
municipality and located in a public right-of-way, including: a pole that supports traffic-control 
functions; a structure for signage; a pole that supports lighting, other than a decorative pole; and a 
pole or similar structure owned or operated by a municipality and supporting only network nodes. 
 
Street means the portion of the public right-of-way, including a highway, designed or used for 
vehicular traffic, including that part of the street marked or platted as a bicycle or public transit 
lane. Street width shall be the widest of the following measurements: 
 

(1) Edge of pavement to edge of pavement; or 
 

(2) Curb to curb. 
 
Substantially similar includes the following: (i) a replacement or upgrade that does not include 
replacement of an existing node support pole nor defeat existing concealment elements of a node 
support pole; and (ii) a new or upgraded network node, including the antenna or other equipment 
element, will not be more than ten percent larger than the existing node, provided that the 
increase may not result in the node exceeding the size limitations provided by design manual; and 
the new or upgraded pole will not be more than ten percent higher than the existing pole, 
provided that the increase may not result in the pole exceeding the applicable height limitations 
prescribed by the design manual. 
 
Telecommunications service means any “local exchange telephone service,” as defined by 
V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 51.002, or voice communications services provided through 
wireline facilities located at least in part in the public right-of-way, without regard to the delivery 
technology, including internet protocol technology. The term does not include voice service 
provided by a commercial mobile service provider as defined by 47 U.S.C. section 332(d). 
 
Telecommunications service provider means any “certificated telecommunications provider” as 
the term is defined by V.T.C.A., Local Government Code section 283.002. 
 
Transmission media means any and all of the cables, fibers, wires or other physical devices 
owned, maintained or placed by a user to transmit and/or receive communication signals, whether 
analog, digital or of other characteristics, and whether for voice, data or other purposes. 
 
Transport facility means each transmission path physically within a public right-of-way, 
extending with a physical line from a network node directly to the network, for the purpose of 
providing backhaul for network nodes. 
 
Use and occupancy means acquisition, installation, construction, reconstruction, maintenance, 
repair, control, or operation of any facilities within the rights-of-way for any purpose whatsoever. 
 
User means any person that applies for a permit under this article, or any person that owns, 
controls, constructs, installs, repairs, maintains, upgrades or removes a structure in the right-of-
way, including any contractor or subcontractor of a person who owns or controls a structure in the 
right-of-way. 
 
Utility pole means a pole that provides: electric distribution with a voltage rating of not more than 
34.5 kilovolts; or services of a wireless network provider, as defined by V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code, chapter 284. 
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Wireless service means any service, using licensed or unlicensed wireless spectrum, including the 
use of wi-fi, whether at a fixed location or mobile, provided to the public using a network node. 
 
Wireless network provider means a person that provides wireless service to the public; or a 
person that does not provide wireless services and that is not an electric utility but builds or 
installs on behalf of a person that provides wireless service to the public: network nodes, node 
support poles, or any other structure that supports or is capable of supporting a network node. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-1; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§10.04.002 Registration and construction permits. 
 
No person shall commence or continue with the construction or installation of any structure 
within the rights-of-way of the city except as provided by this article, or as provided by other city 
permits or written agreements with the city. Registration and permits will be issued in the name 
of the person who will own the structures. 
 

(1) Registration. For the safety of all users and the public, all users of the right-of-way 
must register annually with the city. Registration shall include: 

 
(A) The name of the user of the right-of-way; 

 
(B) The name, address, and telephone number of the user; 

 
(C) The name(s) and telephone number of an emergency contact who shall be 

available 24 hours a day; 
 

(D) The location, including exact coordinates, of all structures located in the rights-
of-way; and 

 
(E) A description of each structure located in the rights-of-way. 

 
(2) Construction permit. Unless otherwise provided by this article, no person shall 

perform any construction or installation of structures in the right-of-way without first 
obtaining a construction permit. The permit must be completed and signed by the 
owner or authorized representative of the owner of the proposed structures. A 
construction permit for a proposed network node, node support pole, or transport 
facilities shall be processed in accordance with the timelines of V.T.C.A., Local 
Government Code section 284.154. 

 
(A) Permit information required. The person requesting a permit will provide the 

public works director with documentation describing: 
 

(i) The proposed approximate location, route and type of all structures to be 
constructed, installed, or modified and the user’s plan for right-of-way 
construction. 

 
(ii) Engineering plans provided on a drawing scale not smaller than one inch 

equals 100 feet unless otherwise approved by the public works director. 
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(iii) Description of all existing public and private utilities in close proximity 
to the user’s proposed route (within 300 feet). 

 
(iv) Description of plans to remove and replace pavement or drainage works 

in streets. Plans submitted must conform to the city standard construction 
requirements and any other applicable law. 

 
(v) Drawings of any bores, trenches, handholes, manholes, switch gear, 

transformers, pedestals, etc., including depth. 
 

(vi) Three sets of engineering plans. 
 

(vii) The construction and installation methods to be employed for the 
protection of existing structures, fixtures, and facilities within or adjacent 
to the right-of-way. 

 
(viii) The name and address of the person to whom notices are to be sent, [and] 

a 24-hour-per-day contact number for the user in case of emergency. 
 

(ix) Location map that includes all other structures within 500 feet of the 
proposed location. 

 
(x) When a new pole is proposed, an industry standard pole load analysis 

certified by a licensed engineer, with soils test or geotechnical survey 
where required. 

 
(xi) A complete application and supporting documents for land use approval 

where required. 
 

(xii) Proof of payment of the construction permit fee and prorated rights-of-
way fee for the remaining portion of the current calendar year. 

 
(xiii) Complete legend of drawings submitted by the user, which may be 

provided by reference to previously submitted documents. 
 

(xiv) The construction and installation methods to be employed for the 
protection of existing structures, fixtures, and facilities within or adjacent 
to the right-of-way, and the estimated dates and times work will occur, 
all of which (methods, dates, times, etc.) are subject to approval of the 
public works director. 

 
(xv) Proof of insurance or net worth. 

 
(B) Access to site. All construction and installation in the right-of-way shall be in 

accordance with the permit for the structures. The public works director shall 
be provided access to the work and to such further information as may 
reasonably be required to ensure compliance with the permit. 

 
(C) Plans to be maintained at site. A copy of the construction permit and approved 

engineering plans shall be maintained at the construction site and made 
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available for inspection by the public works director at all times when 
construction or installation work is occurring. 

 
(D) Timeliness of work. All work authorized by permit must be completed in the 

time specified in the construction permit. If the work cannot be completed in 
the specified time period, the permit holder may request an extension from the 
public works director. 

 
(E) Insurance and bonds. 

 
(i) A user must provide proof of liability insurance in the amount of 

$1,000,000.00. Such requirements may be waived by the public works 
director if the user provides acceptable evidence of self-insurance backed 
by assets equal to but not less than a net worth in the amount of at least 
$5,000,000.00. 

 
(ii) The coverage provided shall be on an “occurrence” basis and shall 

include coverage for personal injury, contractual liability, premises 
liability, medical damages, underground, explosion, and collapse 
hazards. 

 
(iii) Each policy must include a cancellation provision in which the insurance 

company is required to notify the city in writing not fewer than 30 days 
before canceling, failing to renew, or reducing policy limits. 

 
(iv) The user shall file the required original certificate of insurance prior to 

any commencement of work. The certificate shall state the policy 
number; name of the insurance company; name and address of the agent 
or authorized representative of the insurance company; name, address 
and telephone number of insured; policy expiration date; and specific 
coverage amounts. 

 
(v) The user shall file a surety bond from a surety company authorized to do 

business in the state in the amount of $15,000.00 to guarantee the 
restoration of the right-of-way in the event the user leaves a job site in 
the right-of-way unfinished, incomplete, or unsafe. Such requirement for 
a surety bond may be waived by the public works director upon a 
showing of financial responsibility by the applicant. 

 
(F) Approval. Unless otherwise provided by this article, requests for permits shall 

be approved or disapproved by the public works director within a reasonable 
time of receiving all the necessary information. 

 
(G) Pre-construction meeting. The public works director or user may request a pre-

construction meeting. 
 

(3) Exceptions. The following activities shall not be required to obtain a permit under 
this article: 

 
(A) Emergencies. Emergency responses related to existing structures may be 

undertaken without first obtaining a permit; however, the public works director 
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must be notified in writing within two business days of any construction related 
to an emergency response. A reasonably detailed description of the work 
performed in the right-of-way and an updated map of any structures moved 
shall be provided as soon as practicable. 

 
(B) Routine maintenance. The following routine activities are not required to 

obtain a permit: 
 

(i) Routine maintenance that does not require excavation or closing of 
sidewalks or vehicular lanes in a public right-of-way; 

 
(ii) Replacing or upgrading a network node or network pole with a node or 

pole that is substantially similar in size or smaller and that does not 
require excavation or closing of sidewalks or vehicular lanes in a public 
right-of-way; or 

 
(iii) The installation, placement, maintenance, operation, or replacement of 

micro network nodes that are strung on cables between existing poles or 
node support poles in compliance with the National Electrical Safety 
Code. 

 
At least 24-hour advance written notice to the public works director of work 
performed under this section is required, including proof that the user is acting 
with approval of a pole’s owner if structures are being collocated on an 
existing pole. 

 
(C) Structures constructed pursuant to building permit. The owner of driveways, 

streets, and other permanent structures constructed in the public right-of-way 
pursuant to a building permit obtained under the adopted construction codes of 
the city is not required to register the structures annually. 

 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-2) 
 
§10.04.003 Construction standards. 
 
(a) Advance notice required. The public works director shall be notified 24 hours in advance 
that construction is ready to proceed by either the right-of-way user, their contractor or 
representative, including the name, address, and phone numbers of the contractor performing the 
actual construction, and the name and telephone number of the individual who will be available at 
all times during construction. Failure to provide the above information will result in the 
suspension of the permit until the required information is received. 
 
(b) Conformance to other laws. All construction shall be in conformance with all city codes 
and applicable local, state, and federal laws. 
 
(c) Erosion control; warning signs and barricades. Erosion control measures (i.e., silt fence) 
and advance warning signs, markers, cones, and barricades must be in place before work begins. 
The permit holder may be required to show proof of EPA approved plans relating to stormwater 
and erosion when applicable or a letter stating such plans are not required. The user shall comply 
with city, state, and federal guidelines regulating stormwater management erosion control. 
Requirements shall include, but not be limited to, silt fencing around any excavation that will be 
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left overnight, silt fencing in erosion areas until reasonable vegetation is established, barricade 
fencing around open holes, and high erosion areas will require wire-backed silt fencing, or straw 
bales, as appropriate. 
 
(d) Lane closures. Lane closures on collectors and thoroughfares, as identified by the city’s 
thoroughfare plan, are limited to periods after 8:30 a.m. and before 4:00 p.m. unless the public 
works director grants prior approval. Arrow boards will be required on lane closures, with all 
barricades, advance warning signs and 36-inch reflector cones placed according to the 
specifications of the public works director. 
 
(e) Workmanship. Users are responsible for the workmanship and any damages caused by a 
contractor or subcontractor. 
 
(f) Notice of damage. All users shall notify the public works director immediately of any 
damage to utilities or other structures, either city or privately owned. 
 
(g) Prior approval required for street or sidewalk cuts. Except in the event of an emergency, 
prior approval must be obtained from the public works director when a street or sidewalk cut is 
required and all requirements of the city shall be followed. Repair of all street and sidewalk 
removals shall be made promptly to avoid safety hazards to vehicle and pedestrian traffic. 
 
(h) Interference with other facilities. Newly installed structures shall not interfere with 
facilities or structures of other users, in particular gravity dependent facilities. 
 
(i) Depth of underground structures. Underground structures shall be installed at a minimum 
of two feet depth, unless approved by the public works director or as otherwise provided by this 
article. 
 
(j) Working hours. Except in the event of an emergency, working hours in the rights-of-way 
are 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Work that needs to be performed after 7:00 
p.m. Monday through Saturday must be approved in advance. Except in the event of an 
emergency, any work performed on Sunday must be approved 24 hours in advance by the public 
works director. Directional boring is permitted only Monday through Friday, unless approved in 
advance. 
 
(k) Plans of record. Right-of-way users shall provide the public works director with “plans of 
record” within ten days of completion of structures in the right-of-way. Submittal of “plans of 
record” should be in digital formatting as well as written or in any other format requested by the 
public works director. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-3) 
 
§10.04.004 General terms applicable to permit holders. 
 
(a) Permit rights apply to permit holder only. The rights granted by this article inure to the 
benefit of the permit holder only. The rights granted by permit may not be assigned, transferred, 
or sold to another. For the purposes of this section, assignment, transfer or sale means a change of 
operating control of the permit holder, expressly excepting an assignment or transfer to entities 
that control, are controlled by, or are under common control with the permit holder. 
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(b) Rights not exclusive. No rights agreed to in this article by the city shall be exclusive and 
the city reserves the right to grant franchises, licenses, easements or permissions to use the rights-
of-way within the city to any person as the city, in its sole discretion, may determine to be in the 
public interest. 
 
(c) Compliance with deed restrictions and other private restrictions. A user installing structures 
in a public right-of-way shall comply with private deed restrictions and other private restrictions 
in the area. 
 
(d) Service not authorized by permit. A permit holder is not authorized to provide cable service 
as a cable operator in the city under this article, but must first obtain a franchise agreement from 
the city for that purpose, under such terms and conditions as may be required by law. A permit for 
the installation, placement, maintenance, or operation of a network node or transport facility 
under this article shall not confer authorization to provide cable service or video service, as 
defined by V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 66.002, or information service as defined by 47 
U.S.C. section 153(24), or wireless service as defined by 47 U.S.C. section 153(53), in the public 
right-of-way. 
 
(e) Interference by network nodes; notice and time for correction of interference. A wireless 
network provider shall ensure that the operation of a network node does not cause any harmful 
radio frequency interference to a Federal Communications Commission authorized mobile 
wireless operation of the city operating at the time the network node was initially installed or 
constructed. On written notice, a wireless network provider shall take all steps reasonably 
necessary to remedy any harmful interference. If a wireless network provider fails to correct any 
harmful interference within 60 days of written notice, the city may upon 14-day advance written 
notice revoke any and all permits and registrations for the network node. 
 
(f) Permit limited. A permit provided under this article does not provide authorization for 
attachment of network nodes on poles and other structures owned or operated by investor-owned 
electric utilities, as defined by V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 31.002, electric cooperatives, 
telephone cooperatives, as defined by V.T.C.A., Utilities Code section 162.003, or wireless 
providers, as defined by V.T.C.A., Local Government Code, chapter 284. 
 
(g) Other requirements. The city may impose additional requirements on the activities of 
providers in the public right-of-way to the extent that the regulations are reasonably necessary to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-4; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§10.04.005 Alteration of facilities to conform with city projects. 
 
Prior to initiating construction of a “city project” in the right-of-way, the city will provide each 
right-of-way user preliminary project plans at various stages of completion (i.e., 30 percent plans, 
60 percent plans, 90 percent plans and final plans). Upon receipt of the first submittal of 
preliminary project plans (30 percent plans), each right-of-way user shall be responsible for 
verifying the location of its underground structures in the vicinity of the city’s project. In 
verifying the location of structures as required by this section, each right-of-way user shall 
compile the information obtained regarding any structures located in the right-of-way that are 
potentially affected by the city project and shall, within 30 days of receipt of the first submittal of 
the preliminary project plans, make that information available to the city in a written and verified 
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format acceptable to the public works director. Whenever by reasons of widening or straightening 
of streets, water or sewer line projects, or any other city projects (i.e., install or improve storm 
drains, water lines, sewer lines) it shall be deemed necessary by the governing body of the city to 
remove, alter, change, adapt, or conform the underground or overhead structures of a right-of-
way user, such alterations shall be made by the owner of the structures at the owner’s expense 
within 45 calendar days from the receipt of written notice to make the alterations, unless a 
different schedule has been approved by the public works director. The owner of the structures 
shall be responsible for any direct costs incurred by the city associated with project delays 
resulting from owner’s failure to conform structures within the time limits established by this 
section. Reimbursement for all costs provided for by this section shall be made within 30 calendar 
days from the day which the owner receives written notice of such costs. (Ordinance 17-807, sec. 
1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-5) 
 
§10.04.006 Improperly installed structures. 
 
(a) Proper installation required. Structures in the rights-of-way shall be properly installed, 
repaired, upgraded and maintained. Structures shall be considered to be improperly installed, 
repaired, upgraded, or maintained if: 
 

(1) The installation, repairs, upgrade, or maintenance endangers people; 
 

(2) The structures do not meet the applicable city requirements; 
 

(3) The structures are not capable of being located using standard practices; or 
 

(4) The structures are not located in the proper place in accordance with the plans 
approved by the public works director. 

 
(b) Existing structures. This section shall not apply to structures installed prior to the effective 
date of the ordinance from which this section is derived unless such structures are repaired or 
upgraded. 
 
(c) Public works director review of poles. When poles are used, the type of poles, location, 
depth, upgrades, etc., shall be subject to review of the public works director, unless otherwise 
provided by this article. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-6) 
 
§10.04.007 Restoration of property. 
 
(a) Restoration of affected property required. Users of the right-of-way shall restore property 
affected by construction in the right-of-way to a condition that is equal to or better than the 
condition of the property prior to the performance of the work. This includes, but is not limited to, 
replacing all natural ground cover with an equal or better type of ground cover damaged during 
work, either by sodding or seeding, as directed by public works director. 
 
(b) Restoration requirements. Restoration shall be to the reasonable satisfaction of the public 
works director. The restoration shall include, but not be limited to: 
 

(1) Installation of all manholes and handholes, as required; 
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(2) All bore pits, potholes, trenches, or any other holes shall be covered or barricaded 
daily; 

 
(3) Leveling of all trenches and backhoe lines; and 

 
(4) Restoration of excavation site to city specifications. 

 
(c) Removal of locator flags. All locator flags shall be removed during the cleanup process by 
the permit holder or permit holder’s contractor at the completion of the work. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-7) 
 
§10.04.008 Revocation or denial of permit. 
 
If any provisions of this article are not followed, a permit may be revoked by the public works 
director. If any user fails to follow the terms and conditions of this article, new permits may be 
denied or additional terms required prior to issuance of permits to the same user. (Ordinance 17-
807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-8) 
 
§10.04.009 Construction and maintenance of structures. 
 
(a) Construction requirements. Except where expressly provided otherwise by state law, a user 
shall construct and maintain structures in the public rights-of-way in accordance with the design 
manual to ensure structures do not: 
 

(1) Obstruct, impede, or hinder the usual travel or public safety on a public right-of-way; 
 

(2) Obstruct the legal use of a public right-of-way by other utility users; 
 

(3) Violate nondiscriminatory applicable codes; 
 

(4) Violate or conflict with the city’s publicly disclosed public right-of-way design 
specifications; or 

 
(5) Violate the Federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). 

 
(b) Design manual. Structures to which this article applies must conform to the specifications 
required by the construction codes and design manual as adopted by the city at the time the 
permit application is submitted. 
 
(c) Requests for temporary moves. Upon request, the permit holder shall remove or raise or 
lower its aerial wires, fiber or cables temporarily to permit the moving of houses or other bulky 
structures. The expense of such temporary rearrangements shall be paid by the party or parties 
requesting them, and the permit holder may require payment in advance. The permit holder shall 
be given not less than 48 hours’ advance notice to arrange for such temporary rearrangements. 
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(d) Tree trimming. The permit holder, its contractors and agents have the right, permission and 
license to trim trees upon and overhanging the rights-of-way to prevent trees from coming in 
contact with the permit holder’s facilities. When directed by the city, tree trimming shall be done 
under the supervision and direction of the public works director. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-9) 
 
§10.04.010 Permit and right-of-way fees. 
 
(a) Construction permit fee. Except as otherwise provided by V.T.C.A., Local Government 
Code chapter 283, the user shall pay to the city a construction permit fee that is calculated as of 
the date of application for permit by applying the appropriate permit fee to each of the proposed 
structures included in the application, in accordance with the city’s fee schedule, not to exceed 
the values provided in the tables in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code. 
 
(b) Rights-of-way fees. The permit holder shall pay to the city a rights-of-way fee that is 
calculated in accordance with V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 283, an agreement with 
the city, or the tables in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code, as applicable. The rights-of-
way fee for access lines shall be as prescribed by the state public utilities commission. Rights-of-
way fees for all facilities other than access lines shall be prorated for the first year in which a 
construction permit fee is paid, and shall be paid at the time of the permit application. 
 
(c) Annexation and disannexation. For the purpose of compensating the city under this article, 
a user shall start including or excluding structures within an annexed or disannexed area within 
30 days of written notice by the city to the user of the annexation or disannexation. 
 
(d) Timing of rights-of-way fee payment. The permit holder shall remit the rights-of-way fees 
on an annual basis, unless otherwise prescribed by V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 
283 or a written agreement with the city. Unless otherwise mandated by state law, the payment of 
rights-of-way fees shall be due on January 31st of each year following the year in which a 
construction permit fee and prorated rights-of-way fee was paid, and each subsequent year until 
(i) the structures are removed from the right-of-way and written notice provided to the city, or (ii) 
the structures are no longer owned by the permit holder and written notice of the new owner’s 
name, address, and phone number are provided to the city. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-10; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§10.04.011 Indemnification of city. 
 
The permit holder shall indemnify and hold the city harmless from all costs, expenses, and 
damages to persons or property arising directly or indirectly from the construction, maintenance, 
repair, or operation of the permit holder’s facilities located within the rights-of-way found to be 
caused solely by the negligence of the permit holder. Expenses shall include any reasonable and 
necessary attorney’s fees and court costs. The city shall give the permit holder prompt written 
notice of any claim for which the city seeks indemnification. The permit holder shall have the 
right to investigate, defend and compromise any such claim. This provision is not intended to 
create a cause of action or liability for the benefit of third parties, but rather this provision is 
solely for the benefit of the city. (Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-
11) 
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§10.04.012 Relocation and removal of structures. 
 
(a) Street widening or straightening. Upon 30 days’ notice by the city, a permit holder shall 
begin relocation of its structures within the rights-of-way at its own expense in a timely manner to 
permit the widening or straightening of streets, unless expressly provided otherwise by state law. 
The notice by the city shall include a specification of the new location for the permit holder’s 
structures along the rights-of-way. 
 
(b) City’s right to relocate. The city retains the right to move any structures within the rights-
of-way to cure or otherwise address a public health or safety emergency. The city shall cooperate 
to the extent possible with the permit holder in such instances to assure continuity of service and 
to afford to the permit holder the opportunity to make such relocation. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-12) 
 
§10.04.013 Future contingency. 
 
In the event this article, or any fee or other provision of this article, becomes unlawful or is 
declared or determined by a judicial or administrative authority exercising its jurisdiction to be 
excessive, unenforceable, void, or illegal, in whole or in part, then the city and all permit holders 
shall negotiate a new compensation arrangement that is in compliance with the authority’s 
decision. (Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-13) 
 
§10.04.014 Conflicts with other regulations. 
 
Where this article conflicts with any other provision of this code, this article shall control. Where 
facilities are governed by the Texas Utilities Code or V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 
283 and there is a conflict with a specific provision of this article, the provision of this article 
shall not apply to those specific facilities to the extent of the conflict. (Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, 
adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-14) 
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ARTICLE 11.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§11.01.001 Definitions. 
 
Whenever in this chapter the following terms are used, they shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed to them in this section and in V.T.C.A., Transportation Code chapter 541: 
 
Curb loading zone means a space adjacent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles 
during the loading or unloading of passengers, freight, merchandise or other material. 
 
Digging out means the practice of starting any motor vehicle from a standing position by 
applying a sudden burst of power, recognized by spinning rear wheels and noise of tires on the 
surface of the roadway. 
 
Double parking means the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, upon a street or 
roadway in the rear of an angle-parked vehicle at the curb of such street or alongside a vehicle 
parked parallel with the curb of such street. 
 
Freight loading zone. See “Curb loading zone.” 
 
Map, official traffic-control, means an engineering drawing of such dimensions and scale as to 
show clearly all streets, alleys, speed limits, traffic movement regulations and prohibitions, types 
of traffic-control devices, right-of-way dimensions and names of all streets within the boundaries 
of the city. 
 
No parking zone means a space or area on the roadway adjacent to the curb, whether marked by 
official signs or not, in which no vehicle may be parked. 
 
One-way street means a street on which all vehicular traffic is required to move in the same 
general direction as indicated by direction signs. 
 
Parking stall or parking space means that portion or section of a roadway adjacent to the curbing 
or edge, set apart, marked and bounded by lines painted or marked upon the surface of the 
roadway and extending into the roadway for the use of parking vehicles; or that portion of any 
alley marked by official signs showing such space to be a parking zone. 
 
Procession or parade means a group of pedestrians or vehicles standing or moving on a street and 
occupying more than 600 feet of the street and having a common destination, purpose or 
direction. 
 
Public place means a place where people are assembled or to which people commonly resort for 
purposes of business, amusement, recreation or other lawful purposes and, for the purpose of this 
chapter, shall include all streets and alleys within the boundaries of the city. 
 
Route means a street on which signs are erected giving notice thereof that certain types of 
vehicles may or may not be operated. 
 
Through street or highway means every street or highway or portion thereof on which vehicular 
traffic is given preferential right-of-way, and at the entrances to which vehicular traffic from 
intersecting streets or highways is required by law to yield the right-of-way to vehicles on such 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 11: Traffic and Vehicles 

 11-8 

through street or highway in obedience to a stop sign, yield sign or other official traffic-control 
device, when such signs or devices are erected as provided in this chapter. 
 
Zones means areas in public ways designed for limited or specialized use. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-1; 1991 Code, sec. 17-1; 2007 Code, sec. 44-19) 
 
§11.01.002 Use of roller skates, toy vehicles and similar devices on roadway. 
 
No person upon roller skates or riding in or by means of any coaster, skateboard, toy vehicle, 
whether motorized or not, or other similar device shall go upon any roadway except while 
crossing a street on a crosswalk. When so crossing, such person shall be granted all the rights and 
shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to pedestrians. (1973 Code, sec. 30-8; 1991 Code, 
sec. 17-8; 2007 Code, sec. 44-20) 
 
§11.01.003 Use of skateboards or roller skates prohibited in Old Humble Downtown. 
 
(a) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following words, terms, or phrases shall 
have the meanings ascribed thereto, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 
 
Inline skate means a roller skate whose wheels are arranged in a straight line. 
 
Roller skate means a device worn on the feet to enable the wearer to glide along propelled by the 
alternate actions of the legs. 
 
Skateboard means a board with wheels that is ridden in a standing or crouching position. 
 
(b) Prohibited conduct. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or cause to be operated 
any skateboard, roller skate, inline skate or other similar device upon any portion of Higgins 
Street, Main Street or Granberry Street, or upon any public right-of-way adjacent thereto, which 
is located between Railroad Avenue and South Houston Avenue within the city. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 17-494; Ordinance 03-573, secs. 1, 2, adopted 12/12/02; 2007 Code, sec. 44-21) 
 
§11.01.004 Operating motor vehicle or boat on flooded street or parking lot. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle or a boat along or upon a flooded 
street, highway, alley or parking lot, whether publicly or privately owned, in such manner as to 
increase the level of floodwaters to a height which causes, or could be reasonably expected to 
cause, damage to other vehicles, adjacent real property, or improvements located on adjacent real 
property. It shall be an affirmative defense to a violation under this section that the operator of the 
motor vehicle or boat was operating same during a bona fide public emergency necessitating the 
use of speed otherwise in violation hereof. (1991 Code, sec. 17-433; Ordinance 03-574, sec. 1, 
adopted 12/12/02; 2007 Code, sec. 44-25) 
 
§11.01.005 Driving on fresh pavement. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive any vehicle upon any portion of any street in the city 
that has been freshly paved, unless all barriers or signal lights have been lawfully removed 
therefrom indicating that the street is ready for travel. (1973 Code, sec. 30-136; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-172; 2007 Code, sec. 44-26) 
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§11.01.006 “Digging out” prohibited; spinning or sliding tires. 
 
Any driver of any motor vehicle who shall willfully cause such vehicle to “dig out” or shall cause 
any such vehicle to make unnecessary noise by reason of operating such vehicle in such manner 
as to cause the wheels thereof to spin or slide on the roadway of any street when starting such 
vehicle or while making any turning movement shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 
Code, sec. 30-137; 1991 Code, sec. 17-173; 2007 Code, sec. 44-27) 
 
§11.01.007 Obstructing traffic. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to stop, drive or propel a vehicle in such a manner as to block 
or obstruct the traffic on any street or alley of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 30-138; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-174; 2007 Code, sec. 44-28) 
 
§11.01.008 Operating mechanically defective or dangerous vehicle. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle within the city which is mechanically 
defective or dangerous in any way that would endanger the life or property of others. (1973 Code, 
sec. 30-140; 1991 Code, sec. 17-176; 2007 Code, sec. 44-29) 
 
 

ARTICLE 11.02 ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§11.02.001 Ratification of existing traffic-control devices. 
 
All traffic-control signs, signals, devices and markings placed or erected prior to the adoption of 
this code and in use for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic are hereby affirmed, 
ratified and declared to be official traffic-control devices, provided such traffic-control devices 
are not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter or state law. (1973 Code, sec. 30-215; 
1991 Code, sec. 17-288; 2007 Code, sec. 44-30) 
 
§11.02.002 Payment of fine at traffic violations bureau. 
 
(a) Any person who has received any notice to appear in answer to a traffic charge under this 
chapter may, within the time specified in the notice, appear at the traffic violations bureau and 
answer the charge set forth in such notice by paying a prescribed fine, and in writing pleading 
guilty to the charge, waiving a hearing in court and giving power of attorney to the person in 
charge of the bureau to make such a plea and pay such fine in court. 
 
(b) Any person who has been guilty of two or more moving traffic violations, except as 
otherwise provided, within the preceding 12 months shall not be permitted to pay a fine at the 
traffic violations bureau and he must make statutory bail for appearance in court. 
 
(c) The provisions of this section shall not apply for juveniles. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-27; 1991 Code, sec. 17-40; 2007 Code, sec. 44-22) 
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§11.02.003 Authority of officers of fire department to direct traffic at scene of fire. 
 
Members of the city fire department, when at the scene of a fire, may direct or assist the police in 
directing traffic thereat or in the immediate vicinity when requested by a police officer. (1973 
Code, sec. 30-42; 1991 Code, sec. 17-62; 2007 Code, sec. 44-23) 
 
§11.02.004 Temporary traffic-control officers. 
 
Under unusual conditions the chief of police may appoint temporary traffic-control officers until 
such unusual conditions cease to exist. These temporary officers shall have the same authority as 
regular officers of the police department unless they are specifically limited by the chief of police. 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-43; 1991 Code, sec. 17-63; 2007 Code, sec. 44-24) 
 
§§11.02.005–11.02.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Photographic Traffic Enforcement System 
 
§11.02.031 Purpose; applicability; findings. 
 
(a) All of the recitals contained in the preamble hereof are hereby found to be true, and such 
recitals are hereby approved and made a part of this division for all purposes and are adopted as a 
part of the judgment and findings of the city council. 
 
(b) It is the purpose of this division to implement a photographic traffic enforcement system 
program in order to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the city by 
reducing the hazards of running red lights. The provisions of this division have neither the 
purpose nor effect of intruding upon individual liberties. 
 
(c) This division shall apply within the corporate limits of the city. 
 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 1, adopted 3/8/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-151) 
 
§11.02.032 Definitions. 
 
Words and phrases used in this division shall have the meanings set forth in this section, unless 
the context of their usage clearly requires otherwise. Words and phrases that are not defined 
below shall be given their common, ordinary meaning unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise. When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense shall include 
the future tense (and vice versa), words in the plural number shall include the singular number 
(and vice versa), and words in the masculine gender shall include the feminine gender (and vice 
versa). Headings and captions are for reference purposes only. 
 
Department means the police department of the city. 
 
Intersection means the place or area where two or more streets intersect. 
 
Motor vehicle or vehicle means any motor vehicle subject to registration pursuant to the Texas 
Certificate of Title Act (V.T.C.A., Transportation Code chapter 501). 
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Notice of violation means a notice mailed to a person identified as having violated this division 
and that complies with the content requirements set out in this division. A notice of violation is 
not a criminal citation. 
 
Owner means the owner of a motor vehicle as shown on the motor vehicle registration records of 
the state department of transportation or the analogous department or agency of another state or 
country. The term “owner” includes: 
 

(1) A lessee of a motor vehicle under a lease of six months or more; or 
 

(2) The lessee of a motor vehicle rented from a motor vehicle rental or leasing company, 
but does not include the motor vehicle rental or leasing company itself. 

 
Photographic traffic enforcement system or system means a system that: 
 

(1) Consists of a camera and vehicle sensor installed to work in conjunction with an 
electrically operated traffic-control signal; and 

 
(2) Is capable of producing, depicting, photographing or recording at least two recorded 

an image [sic] of a license plate attached to the front or rear of a motor vehicle. 
 
Recorded image means an image recorded by a photographic traffic enforcement system that 
depicts the license plate attached to the front or rear of a motor vehicle and is automatically 
produced, depicted, photographed or recorded on a photograph or digital image. 
 
System location means the approach to an intersection toward which a photographic traffic 
enforcement system is directed and in operation. 
 
Traffic-control signal means a traffic-control device that displays alternating red, amber and 
green lights that directs traffic when to stop at or proceed through an intersection. 
 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 2, adopted 3/8/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-152) 
 
§11.02.033 Failure to stop at red signal. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person operating a motor vehicle to proceed into an intersection when 
the traffic-control signal for that vehicle’s direction of travel is emitting a steady red signal. The 
owner of the motor vehicle shall be responsible for a violation of this division, except as 
otherwise provided herein. (Ordinance 07-635, sec. 3, adopted 3/8/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-153) 
 
§11.02.034 Administration of system. 
 
(a) The department shall implement, administer and enforce the city’s photographic traffic 
enforcement system and shall maintain a list of system locations where photographic traffic 
enforcement systems are installed. 
 
(b) All enforcement records including, but not limited to, a recorded image resulting from a 
photographic traffic enforcement system shall be confidential to the extent allowed by state law 
and may be used only to pursue a violation of this division. 
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(c) Signs shall be posted and maintained advising motorists that photographic traffic 
enforcement systems are in operation. Every sign shall be clearly visible to all directions of traffic 
at every intersection with a photographic traffic enforcement system. The department shall only 
issue warning notices (rather than notices of violation) for the first 30 days after operation of a 
new photographic traffic enforcement system. Warning notices shall contain the same 
information required by subsection (e). 
 
(d) A notice of violation shall be mailed to the owner of the motor vehicle no later than 30 days 
after the date the violation is alleged to have occurred. The notice of violation shall be mailed to: 
 

(1) The owner’s address as indicated on the registration records of the state department 
of transportation; or 

 
(2) If the vehicle is registered in another state or country, the owner’s address as shown 

on the motor vehicle registration records of the department or agency of the other 
state or country that is analogous to the state department of transportation. 

 
(e) A notice of violation shall contain the following information: 
 

(1) A description of the alleged violation; 
 

(2) Location of the intersection where the violation occurred; 
 

(3) The date and time of the violation; 
 

(4) The name and address of the owner of the vehicle involved in the violation; 
 

(5) The license plate number displayed on the license plate of the vehicle involved in the 
violation; 

 
(6) A copy of a recorded image depicting the license plate number of the vehicle; 

 
(7) The amount of the civil penalty imposed for the violation; 

 
(8) The number of days the person has in which to pay or contest the civil penalty and a 

statement that the person incurs a late payment penalty if the civil penalty is not paid 
or imposition of the penalty is not contested within that period; 

 
(9) A statement that a recorded image is evidence in a proceeding for the imposition of a 

civil penalty; 
 

(10) A statement that the person named in the notice may pay the civil penalty in lieu of 
appearing at a non-judicial administrative adjudication; 

 
(11) Information informing the person: 

 
(A) Of the right to contest the imposition of the civil penalty in a non-judicial 

administrative hearing; 
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(B) That imposition of the civil penalty may be contested by submitting a written 
request for a non-judicial administrative hearing before the expiration of the 
period set forth in subsection (8) above; 

 
(C) That failure to pay the civil penalty or contest liability in a timely manner is an 

admission of liability and a waiver of the person’s right to appeal the 
imposition of the civil penalty; 

 
(D) That failure to appear at a non-judicial administrative hearing after having 

requested a hearing is an admission of liability; and 
 

(E) That failure to timely pay the civil penalty may result in the imposition of a late 
payment fee of $25.00. 

 
(12) A statement that, if at the time and place of the violation the vehicle was being 

operated by a person other than the owner, the owner may transfer liability for the 
violation to the person who was operating the vehicle at that time and place if the 
owner submits to the department by verifiable affidavit, on a form provided by the 
department, or under oath at an administrative adjudication hearing, the name and 
current address of the person: 

 
(A) Operating the vehicle at the time and place of the violation; 

 
(B) Who was the lessee of the vehicle at the time of the violation, if the vehicle was 

rented or leased from a person in the business or renting or leasing motor 
vehicles at that time; or 

 
(C) Who was the subsequent owner of the motor vehicle, if ownership of the 

vehicle was transferred by the owner before the time of violation; and 
 

(13) Any other information the department deems prudent and necessary. 
 
(f) If it is determined, through affidavit or oath, that the motor vehicle was being operated by a 
person other than the owner, the department shall reissue notice of violation to the actual operator 
within ten days of the determination. 
 
(g) No notice of violation shall be issued and no civil penalty shall be imposed if the 
department determines that the motorist was arrested, was issued a criminal citation and notice to 
appear or was issued a warning by a duly authorized peace officer for a violation of V.T.C.A., 
Transportation Code section 544.007(d) recorded by the photographic traffic enforcement system. 
 
(h) No notice of violation shall be issued if the quality of the image captured by the system is 
so inferior as to prohibit positive identification of the license plate. 
 
(i) A notice of violation under this section is presumed to have been received on the tenth day 
after the date the notice of violation is mailed. All notices shall be mailed U.S. first class mail. 
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(j) In lieu of issuing a notice of violation, the department may mail a warning notice to the 
owner that must contain the information in subsection (e). 
 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 4, adopted 3/8/07; Ordinance 07-644, sec. 1(A), (B), adopted 8/14/07; 
Ordinance 07-646, sec. 1, adopted 9/13/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-154) 
 
§11.02.035 Affirmative defenses. 
 
The owner of the motor vehicle shall be responsible for a violation of this division unless the 
owner can, by preponderance of the evidence, show that: 
 

(1) The traffic-control signal was not in proper position and sufficiently legible to an 
ordinarily observant person; 

 
(2) The operator of the motor vehicle was acting in compliance with the lawful order or 

direction of a police officer; 
 

(3) The operator of the motor vehicle was part of a funeral procession; 
 

(4) The operator of the motor vehicle violated the instructions of the traffic-control 
signal so as to yield the right-of-way to an immediately approaching authorized 
emergency vehicle; 

 
(5) The motor vehicle was being operated as authorized emergency vehicle under 

V.T.C.A., Transportation Code chapter 546 and the operator was acting in 
compliance with that chapter; 

 
(6) The motor vehicle was a stolen vehicle and being operated by a person other than the 

owner of the vehicle without the effective consent of the owner; 
 

(7) The license plate depicted in the recorded image of the violation was a stolen plate 
and being displayed on a motor vehicle other than the motor vehicle for which the 
plate has been issued; 

 
(8) The motor vehicle was leased, rented or otherwise in the care, custody or control of 

another person; 
 

(9) The presence of ice, snow, unusual amounts of rain or other unusually hazardous 
road conditions existed that made compliance with this division more dangerous 
under the circumstances than noncompliance; 

 
(10) The owner was not the owner of the motor vehicle at the time of the violation; or 

 
(11) The owner was arrested, was issued a criminal citation and notice to appear or was 

issued a warning by a duly authorized peace officer for a violation of V.T.C.A., 
Transportation Code section 544.007(d) recorded by the photographic traffic 
enforcement system. 

 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 5, adopted 3/8/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-155) 
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§11.02.036 Civil penalty; enforcement. 
 
(a) A violation of this division shall be deemed a non-criminal violation for which a civil 
penalty will be assessed. The imposition of a civil penalty under this division is not a conviction 
and may not be considered a conviction for any purpose. 
 
(b) The civil penalty for which the owner or, when applicable, the operator is liable is $75.00. 
 
(c) A person who fails to pay a civil penalty within the time allowed by this division shall be 
additionally liable for a late payment fee of $25.00. 
 
(d) The city attorney is authorized to file suit to enforce collection of a civil penalty assessed 
under this division. 
 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 6, adopted 3/8/07; Ordinance 07-644, sec. 1(C), adopted 8/14/07; 2007 
Code, sec. 28-156) 
 
§11.02.037 Non-judicial administrative hearing procedures. 
 
(a) A person who receives a notice of violation under this division may contest the imposition 
of the civil penalty by requesting in writing a non-judicial administrative hearing within the time 
provided in the notice, which period shall not be less than 30 days after notification of the 
violation. 
 
(b) The department shall establish an administrative process to review objections to violation 
notices including the selection of a hearings officer who shall preside over the non-judicial 
administrative hearing and, at a minimum, shall be a person knowledgeable in the laws governing 
traffic control and enforcement with competencies in due process, municipal law, effective 
writing and speaking, fair and impartial decision-making, and related areas. 
 
(c) Failure to pay a civil penalty or contest liability in a timely manner shall be deemed an 
admission of liability for the full amount of the civil penalty assessed in the notice of violation 
and constitutes a waiver of the right to appeal under section 11.02.038. 
 
(d) Failure to appear at a non-judicial administrative hearing after having requested a hearing 
shall be deemed an admission of liability for the full amount of the civil penalty assessed in the 
notice of violation and constitutes a waiver of the right to appeal under section 11.02.038. 
 
(e) The civil penalty shall not be assessed if: 
 

(1) After the hearing, the hearing officer enters a finding of no liability; or 
 

(2) Within the time prescribed in the notice of violation, the person against whom the 
civil penalty is to be assessed submits the proof described in section 
11.02.034(e)(12). 

 
(f) A person who is found liable for a civil penalty after a non-judicial administrative hearing 
shall pay the civil penalty and costs within 30 days of the determination of liability. 
 
(g) In a non-judicial administrative hearing, the issues must be proved at the hearing by a 
preponderance of the evidence. The reliability of the photographic traffic enforcement system 
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used to produce the recorded image of the violation may be attested to in a non-judicial 
administrative hearing by affidavit of an officer or employee of the city or the entity with which 
the city contracts to install or operate the system and who is responsible for inspecting and 
maintaining the system. An affidavit of an officer or employee of the city that alleges a violation 
based an inspection of the pertinent recorded image is admissible in a proceeding under this 
division, is evidence of the facts contained in the affidavit, and is prima facie evidence of the 
violation alleged in the notice of violation. 
 
(h) Notwithstanding any other provision of this division to the contrary, a person who fails to 
pay the amount of a civil penalty or to contest liability in a timely manner is entitled to a non-
judicial administrative hearing on the violation if: 
 

(1) The person files an affidavit with the hearings officer stating the date on which the 
person received the notice of violation that was mailed to the person; and 

 
(2) Within the same period required for a hearing to be timely requested, but measured 

from the date the mailed notice was received as stated in the affidavit, the person 
requests a non-judicial administrative hearing. 

 
(Ordinance 07-635, sec. 7, adopted 3/8/07; Ordinance 07-644, sec. 1(D), (E), adopted 8/14/07; 
2007 Code, sec. 28-157) 
 
§11.02.038 Appeals. 
 
A person who is found liable after a non-judicial administrative hearing may appeal that finding 
of liability to the municipal court by filing a notice of appeal with the clerk of the municipal 
court. The notice of appeal must be filed, in writing, not later than the 31st day after the date on 
which the non-judicial administrative hearing officer enters the determination of liability and 
shall be accompanied by the payment of costs required by law for the court. The person appealing 
such finding of liability shall file a notarized statement of personal financial obligation with the 
court to perfect such person’s appeal. An appeal stays enforcement of the civil penalty. An appeal 
shall be determined by the municipal court trial de novo. The affidavits submitted under section 
11.02.037(g) shall be submitted to the municipal judge in the trial de novo, and the issues must be 
proved by a preponderance of the evidence. (Ordinance 07-635, sec. 8, adopted 3/8/07; Ordinance 
07-644, sec. 1(F), adopted 8/14/07; 2007 Code, sec. 28-158) 
 
 

ARTICLE 11.03 PARKING 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§11.03.001 Special permits. 
 
(a) The chief of police, with the approval of the city traffic engineer, may issue special permits 
for a definite period of time to allow parking of an unusual nature which may be contrary to or in 
violation of any of the provisions of this article. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to use this permit for purposes, places or times other 
than that clearly indicated in the written permit. 
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(c) It shall be unlawful for any person other than those named in the permit to use the permit 
for any purpose whatsoever. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-280; 1991 Code, sec. 17-367; 2007 Code, sec. 44-77) 
 
§11.03.002 Parking for certain purposes prohibited. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle upon any street in the city for the principal purpose of: 
 

(1) Displaying such vehicle for sale. 
 

(2) Washing, greasing or repairing such vehicle, except repairs necessitated by an 
emergency. 

 
(3) Advertising, except by permit issued by the chief of police and under the conditions 

stipulated therein. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-282; 1991 Code, sec. 17-369; 2007 Code, sec. 44-78) 
 
§11.03.003 Angle parking. 
 
Vehicles may be parked at any angle, not to exceed 45 degrees, to the curb or edge of the 
roadway at those places and angles where signs or markings clearly indicate that it is permissible 
and [provided] that no part or contents of such vehicle shall protrude into or cause a hazard with 
other vehicles or pedestrians in the nearest adjacent traffic lane, sidewalk or crosswalk. In no case 
shall this exceed 17 feet from the curb in a perpendicular direction where 30-degree parking is 
permitted or 19 feet from the curb in a perpendicular direction where 45-degree parking is 
permitted. (1973 Code, sec. 30-284; 1991 Code, sec. 17-371; 2007 Code, sec. 44-79) 
 
§11.03.004 Parking not to obstruct traffic. 
 
No person shall park any vehicle upon a street, other than an alley, in such a manner or under 
such conditions as to leave available less than ten feet of the width of the roadway for free 
movement of vehicular traffic. (1973 Code, sec. 30-285; 1991 Code, sec. 17-372; 2007 Code, sec. 
44-80) 
 
§11.03.005 Parking in alley. 
 
No person shall park a vehicle within an alley in such a manner or under such conditions as to 
leave available less than ten feet of the width of the roadway for the free movement of vehicular 
traffic, and no person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle within an alley in such position as to 
block the driveway entrance to any abutting property. (1973 Code, sec. 30-286; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-373; 2007 Code, sec. 44-81) 
 
§11.03.006 Habitual parking on portion of street abutting property of another. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person in charge of or operating a vehicle to allow, permit or park 
such vehicle habitually on that portion of the street abutting residential or commercial property 
when that person in charge of such vehicle does not own or occupy such property or a portion of 
the lot in front of which or alongside of which the subject vehicle is habitually parked. (1973 
Code, sec. 30-287; 1991 Code, sec. 17-374; 2007 Code, sec. 44-82) 
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§11.03.007 Parking for more than 72 hours prohibited. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any vehicle to allow, cause or permit such 
vehicle to remain standing or parked on any street, alley, avenue or public way, within the city, 
for more than 72 hours continuously. (1973 Code, sec. 30-288; 1991 Code, sec. 17-375; 2007 
Code, sec. 44-83) 
 
§11.03.008 Parking of commercial vehicles. 
 
(a) Parking on street prohibited. A person commits an offense if he stops, stands or parks upon 
a public street a commercial motor vehicle, truck tractor, trailer or semi-trailer. 
 
(b) Exceptions. It is an exception to the application of subsection (a) if: 
 

(1) The vehicle’s manufacturer’s rated carrying capacity does not exceed 2,000 pounds 
(three-fourths ton or less); 

 
(2) The vehicle is parked for the purpose of loading or unloading merchandise, supplies 

and materials to or from a residence or business and the vehicle is removed from the 
street within one hour; or 

 
(3) The vehicle is not attached to a trailer and is being used as a private passenger 

vehicle. 
 
(Ordinance 08-653, sec. 1, adopted 3/13/08; 2007 Code, sec. 44-84) 
 
§11.03.009 Presumption that owner of vehicle is responsible for offense. 
 
In any prosecution authorized by this article or the parking regulations of V.T.C.A., 
Transportation Code chapter 541 or both, when proof is presented as to the identity of the owner 
of a vehicle, such owner shall be presumed to have stopped, stood or parked such vehicle. 
(Ordinance 08-653, sec. 1, adopted 3/13/08; 2007 Code, sec. 44-85) 
 
§§11.03.010–11.03.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Restrictions and Prohibitions on Certain Streets 
 
§11.03.031 Applicability. 
 
The provisions of this division prohibiting the standing or parking of a vehicle shall apply at all 
times or at those times herein specified or as indicated on official signs except when it is 
necessary to stop a vehicle to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions 
of a police officer or official traffic-control device. (1973 Code, sec. 30-296; 1991 Code, sec. 17-
386; 2007 Code, sec. 44-110) 
 
§11.03.032 Regulations not exclusive. 
 
The provisions of this division imposing a time limit on parking shall not relieve any person from 
the duty to observe other and more restrictive provisions prohibiting or limiting the stopping, 
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standing or parking of vehicles in specified places or at specified times. (1973 Code, sec. 30-297; 
1991 Code, sec. 17-387; 2007 Code, sec. 44-111) 
 
§11.03.033 Parking prohibited on certain streets. 
 
When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any 
of the streets described by ordinance. (1973 Code, sec. 30-298; 1991 Code, sec. 17-388; 2007 
Code, sec. 44-112) 
 
§11.03.034 Parking restricted on certain streets. 
 
When signs are erected in each block giving notice thereof, no person shall park a vehicle 
between the hours specified by ordinance on any day, except Sundays and public holidays, within 
the district or upon any of the streets described by ordinance. (1973 Code, sec. 30-299; 1991 
Code, sec. 17-389; 2007 Code, sec. 44-113) 
 
§11.03.035 Signs required. 
 
Whenever any parking time limit is imposed or parking is prohibited on designated streets by this 
division or any ordinance of the city, it shall be the duty of the city traffic engineer to erect 
appropriate signs giving notice thereof and no such regulations shall be effective unless such 
signs are erected and in place at the time of any alleged offense. (1973 Code, sec. 30-300; 1991 
Code, sec. 17-390; 2007 Code, sec. 44-114) 
 
§§11.03.036–11.03.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Loading and Unloading 
 
§11.03.061 Designation of curb loading zones. 
 
The city traffic engineer, subject to the approval of the city council, is hereby authorized to 
determine the location of passenger and freight curb loading zones and shall place and maintain 
appropriate signs indicating the same and stating the hours during which the provisions of this 
division are applicable. (1973 Code, sec. 30-307; 1991 Code, sec. 17-401; 2007 Code, sec. 44-
142) 
 
§11.03.062 Standing in passenger curb loading zone. 
 
No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or period of time other than for the 
expeditious loading or unloading of passengers in any place marked as a passenger curb loading 
zone during hours when the regulations applicable to such curb loading zone are effective, and 
then only for a period not to exceed three minutes. (1973 Code, sec. 30-308; 1991 Code, sec. 17-
402; 2007 Code, sec. 44-143) 
 
§11.03.063 Standing in freight curb loading zone. 
 
No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time other than for the 
expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of materials in any place marked as a 
freight curb loading zone during hours when the provisions applicable to such zones are in effect. 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-309; 1991 Code, sec. 17-403; 2007 Code, sec. 44-144) 
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§11.03.064 Designation of public carrier stops and stands. 
 
The city traffic engineer is hereby authorized and required to establish bus stops, bus stands, 
taxicab stands and stands for other passenger common carrier motor vehicles on such public 
streets, in such places and in such numbers as he shall determine to be of the greatest benefit and 
convenience to the public, and every such bus stop, bus stand, taxicab stand or other stand shall 
be designated by appropriate signs. (1973 Code, sec. 30-310; 1991 Code, sec. 17-404; 2007 Code, 
sec. 44-145) 
 
§11.03.065 Stopping, standing and parking of buses and taxicabs. 
 
(a) The operator of a bus shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any place other 
than a bus stand so designated as provided herein. 
 
(b) The operator of a bus shall not stop such vehicle upon any street at any place for the 
purpose of loading or unloading passengers or their baggage other than at a bus stop, bus stand or 
passenger loading zone so designated as provided herein, except in case of an emergency. 
 
(c) The operator of a bus shall enter a bus stop, bus stand or passenger loading zone on a public 
street in such a manner that the bus when stopped to load or unload passengers or baggage shall 
be in a position with the right front wheel of such vehicle not further than 18 inches from the curb 
and the bus approximately parallel to the curb so as not to unduly impede the movement of other 
vehicular traffic. 
 
(d) The operator of a taxicab shall not stand or park such vehicle upon any street at any place 
other than in a taxicab stand so designated as provided herein. This provision shall not prevent the 
operator of a taxicab from temporarily stopping in accordance with other stopping or parking 
regulations at any place for the purpose of and while actually engaged in the expeditious loading 
or unloading of passengers. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-311; 1991 Code, sec. 17-405; 2007 Code, sec. 44-146) 
 
§11.03.066 Parking in bus and taxicab stands restricted. 
 
No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop, or other than a taxicab 
in a taxicab stand, when any such stop or stand has been officially designated and appropriately 
signed, except that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose 
of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading passengers when such stopping does not 
interfere with any bus or taxicab waiting to enter or about to enter such zone. (1973 Code, sec. 
30-312; 1991 Code, sec. 17-406; 2007 Code, sec. 44-147) 
 
 

ARTICLE 11.04 TRUCK ROUTES 
 
§11.04.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Deviating truck means a truck which leaves and departs from a truck route while traveling inside 
the city. 
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Truck means any and all truck tractors, van trailers, semi-trailers, house trailers and/or any 
vehicle designed or operated for the transportation of property, whose body weight or whose 
rated or licensed combined body and load weight exceeds 17,000 pounds (8-1/2 tons). 
 
Truck route means a way over certain streets, as designated herein, over and along which trucks 
coming into and going out of the city must operate. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-251; 1991 Code, sec. 17-331; 2007 Code, sec. 44-49) 
 
§11.04.002 Applicability. 
 
All trucks within the city shall be operated only over and along the truck routes herein established 
and on the other designated streets over which travel is permitted. (1973 Code, sec. 30-252; 1991 
Code, sec. 17-332; 2007 Code, sec. 44-50) 
 
§11.04.003 Exceptions. 
 
The provisions of this article shall not prohibit: 
 

(1) Operation to destination. The operation of trucks upon any street where necessary to 
the conduct of business at a destination point, provided streets upon which such 
traffic is permitted are used until reaching the intersection nearest the destination 
point. 

 
(2) Emergency vehicles. The operation of emergency vehicles upon any street in the city. 

 
(3) Public utilities and work on street. The operation of trucks owned or operated by the 

city, public utilities or any contractor or material man, while engaged in the repair, 
maintenance or construction of streets, street improvements or street utilities within 
the city. 

 
(4) Detoured trucks. The operation of trucks upon any officially established detour in any 

case where such truck could lawfully be operated upon the street for which such 
detour is established. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 30-253; 1991 Code, sec. 17-333; 2007 Code, sec. 44-51) 
 
§11.04.004 Trucks originating outside city with one inside destination point. 
 
All trucks entering the city for a destination point in the city shall proceed only over one of the 
streets designated for truck traffic, and shall deviate only at the intersection with the street upon 
which such traffic is permitted, nearest to the destination point. Upon leaving the destination 
point, a deviating truck shall return to the truck route by the shortest permissible route. (1973 
Code, sec. 30-254; 1991 Code, sec. 17-334; 2007 Code, sec. 44-52) 
 
§11.04.005 Trucks originating outside city with multiple inside destination points. 
 
All trucks entering the city for multiple destination points shall proceed only over one of the 
streets designated for truck traffic, and shall deviate only at the intersection with the street upon 
which such traffic is permitted, nearest to the first destination point. Upon leaving the first 
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destination point, a deviating truck shall proceed to other destination points by the shortest 
direction and only upon streets upon which such traffic is permitted. Upon leaving the last 
destination point, a deviating truck shall return to the truck route by the shortest permissible 
route. (1973 Code, sec. 30-255; 1991 Code, sec. 17-335; 2007 Code, sec. 44-53) 
 
§11.04.006 Trucks originating inside city with outside destination point. 
 
All trucks on a trip originating in the city and traveling in the city for a destination point outside 
the city shall proceed by the shortest direction over which such traffic is permitted to a truck route 
as herein established. (1973 Code, sec. 30-256; 1991 Code, sec. 17-336; 2007 Code, sec. 44-54) 
 
§11.04.007 Trucks originating inside city with inside destination points. 
 
All trucks on a trip originating in the city and traveling in the city for destination points in the city 
shall proceed only over streets upon which such traffic is permitted. (1973 Code, sec. 30-257; 
1991 Code, sec. 17-337; 2007 Code, sec. 44-55) 
 
§11.04.008 Maps. 
 
The city secretary shall keep and maintain accurate maps setting out truck routes and streets upon 
which truck traffic is permitted. The maps shall be kept on file in the office of the city secretary 
and shall be available to the public. (1973 Code, sec. 30-258; 1991 Code, sec. 17-338; 2007 
Code, sec. 44-56) 
 
§11.04.009 Posting of signs. 
 
The chief of police shall cause all truck routes and those streets upon which truck traffic is 
prohibited to be clearly signposted to give notice of the provisions of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 
30-259; 1991 Code, sec. 17-339; 2007 Code, sec. 44-57) 
 
§11.04.010 Signs required. 
 
No person shall be charged with violating the provisions of this article by reason of operating a 
truck upon a street wherein truck travel is prohibited unless appropriate signs are posted on such 
street. (1973 Code, sec. 30-260; 1991 Code, sec. 17-340; 2007 Code, sec. 44-58) 
 
§11.04.011 Weigh-in. 
 
The chief of police and city policemen shall have the authority to require the person driving or in 
control of any commercial vehicle not proceeding over a truck route or street over which truck 
traffic is permitted to proceed to any public or private scale available for the purpose of weighing 
and determining whether this article has been complied with, and such person’s failure or refusal 
to proceed as required shall be deemed a misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 30-261; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-341; 2007 Code, sec. 44-59) 
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§11.04.012 Truck traffic prohibited. 
 
(a) Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases when used in this section, shall have 
the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning: 
 
Authorized emergency trucks shall mean fire department trucks, police trucks, public ambulances 
for which permits have been issued by the state board of health, emergency trucks of municipal 
departments or public service corporations as are designated or authorized by the governing body 
of an incorporated city, private trucks operated by volunteer firemen or certified emergency 
medical volunteers while answering a fire alarm or responding to a medical emergency, and 
trucks owned by the state or by a political subdivision engaged in emergency utility repair or 
electric, water, or wastewater services. 
 
Light truck shall mean any truck with a manufacturer’s rated carrying capacity of two thousand 
(2,000) pounds or less, including trucks commonly known as pickup trucks, panel delivery trucks, 
and carryall trucks. 
 
Proof of route shall mean a written verification of pick-ups, deliveries, or destinations, which 
may include a log book, delivery slip, shipping order, bill or any other document which identifies 
and specifies the date, address, and name of the person requesting or directing the pick-up or 
delivery and the destination of the pick up or delivery. 
 
Truck shall mean any motor vehicle designed, used or maintained primarily for the transportation 
of property, including “truck tractors,” “road tractors,” “trailers,” “semi-trailers,” “pole trailers,” 
and “special mobile equipment” as those terms are defined in Texas Transportation Code 
Annotated, section 541.201. 
 
Terms not defined herein shall be construed in accordance with customary usage. 
 
(b) Through truck traffic. 
 

(1) Regulation. A person commits an offense if the person operates a truck upon a public 
street designated as a no through truck street. 

 
(2) Affirmative defenses. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section if: 

 
(A) The truck was an authorized emergency truck; 

 
(B) The truck was a bus or light truck; or 

 
(C) The truck: 

 
(i) Was being driven to seek service or repairs at a facility that engages in 

the business or repairs of commercial motor vehicles or the truck was 
being driven to or from home or to fulfill a local commercial obligation 
to a buyer or seller at a given destination, evidenced by a bill or sale or 
invoice; and 

 
(ii) The public street was the only route to such destination. 
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(c) Through truck traffic is prohibited on the following streets: 
 

Street Extent or Limits  
Derrick Drive 1st Street to Treble Drive 
Humble Place Drive 1st Street to Wilson Road 
Rotary Drive Wilson Road to Derrick Drive 
Rough Neck Drive Rotary Drive to Humble Place Drive 
Shallow Drive Humble Place Drive to Treble Drive 
Treble Drive Wilson Road to Derrick Drive 
Brenda Lane Memorial Glen Drive to Nancy Lane 
Nancy Lane Brenda Lane to Glen Hollow Drive 
Memorial Glen Drive Brenda Lane to Glen Hollow Drive 
Glen Hollow Drive Nancy Lane to South Terminus 
Amy Lane Windswept Drive to Laura Lane 
Laura Lane Windswept Drive to Amy Lane 
Thomas Lane Glen Hollow Drive to East Terminus 
Sandra Lane Windswept Drive to East Terminus 
Lollipop Lane Windswept Drive to East Terminus 
Michael Drive Windswept Drive to Wilson Road 
Windswept Drive McDugald Road to Michael Drive 

 
(Ordinance 21-898 adopted 4/22/21) 
 
 

ARTICLE 11.05 PARADES AND PROCESSIONS 
 
§11.05.001 Permit required. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any number of persons, delegation or association of persons or for any 
company, circus or group to parade or assemble on the streets or public grounds within the city 
without first having obtained a written permit from the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 30-342; 
1991 Code, sec. 17-456; 2007 Code, sec. 44-178) 
 
§11.05.002 Time restricted. 
 
The city council shall not issue a permit under the provisions of this article for any person to start 
any parade or assembly between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., between the hours of 11:00 
a.m. and 1:00 p.m., and between the hours of 3:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., except Sundays and on 
days that the city council shall declare legal holidays. (1973 Code, sec. 30-343; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-457; 2007 Code, sec. 44-179) 
 
§11.05.003 Designation of route, time and location. 
 
Whenever any permit is granted by the city council under the provisions of this article, it shall 
designate the streets, avenues, alleys and thoroughfares over which the parade is privileged to 
travel and the time that the parade shall be held and completed, and if for an assembly, the place 
of assembly and time it shall be held and completed. (1973 Code, sec. 30-344; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-458; 2007 Code, sec. 44-180) 
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§11.05.004 Insurance. 
 
Upon approval by the city council of an application for a parade or assembly permit, the council 
may, in its discretion, require that, prior to the issuance of a permit, the applicant therefor shall 
deliver to the office of the city manager or designee a comprehensive general liability insurance 
policy, which may exclude the parade participants, or such applicant may furnish any other 
evidence of indemnity for the city’s protection incident to the holding of any such parade, the 
form and amount of the liability insurance or indemnity to be approved by the city manager or 
designee. The minimum amount of the liability insurance or indemnity shall be as currently 
established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to time. (1973 
Code, sec. 30-345; 1991 Code, sec. 17-459; 2007 Code, sec. 44-181; Ordinance adopting 2022 
Code) 
 
§11.05.005 Permit fee. 
 
The fee to be paid for any permit to be issued under the provisions of this article shall be the sum 
as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the city council from time to 
time, such fee to be paid before the city manager or designee issues such permit. (1973 Code, sec. 
30-346; 1991 Code, sec. 17-460; 2007 Code, sec. 44-182; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§11.05.006 Prohibited during state of emergency. 
 
If the mayor shall have declared a state of emergency to exist within this city, no parade or 
assembly permit shall be issued during the existence of such emergency. (1973 Code, sec. 30-
347; 1991 Code, sec. 17-461; 2007 Code, sec. 44-183) 
 
§11.05.007 Exceptions. 
 
The provisions of this article shall not apply to movements of the military forces of the United 
States of America or of the state, nor to the funeral procession being held as a part of the burial 
services of a human body. (1973 Code, sec. 30-348; 1991 Code, sec. 17-462; 2007 Code, sec. 44-
184) 
 
§11.05.008 Change of route. 
 
The chief of police is authorized to make such change in the route of any proposed parade as he 
may deem proper and necessary in averting a breach of the peace, public disorder or traffic 
congestion within the city. (1973 Code, sec. 30-349; 1991 Code, sec. 17-463; 2007 Code, sec. 44-
185) 
 
§11.05.009 Driving through procession. 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle to drive between vehicles comprising a funeral or 
other authorized parade procession while they are in motion, provided that said vehicles are 
conspicuously so designated. This provision shall not apply to intersections where traffic is 
controlled by traffic-control signals or police officers. (1973 Code, sec. 30-350; 1991 Code, sec. 
17-464; 2007 Code, sec. 44-186) 
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§11.05.010 Interrupting or disrupting parade or procession. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any vehicle or person to interrupt, enter or otherwise disrupt the free 
movement of a parade or procession unless specifically directed to do so by an official law 
enforcement officer. (1973 Code, sec. 30-351; 1991 Code, sec. 17-465; 2007 Code, sec. 44-187) 
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ARTICLE 12.01 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
§12.01.001 Definition. 
 
For the purposes of this chapter, the term “utility” means and includes water, sewer and/or any 
other utility service furnished by the city to consumers thereof. (1973 Code, sec. 31-1; 1991 
Code, sec. 31-1; 2007 Code, sec. 46-1) 
 
§12.01.002 Scope. 
 
All pertinent provisions of this chapter are hereby made a part of the terms and conditions 
whereby the city shall furnish any utility service to any person, or whereby the city shall make 
any utility connections, or perform any work of any kind in connection with the furnishing of any 
utility service pursuant to the rules and regulations of the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 31-2; 
1991 Code, sec. 31-2; 2007 Code, sec. 46-2) 
 
§12.01.003 Service to comply with technical provisions. 
 
Any utility service furnished under the provisions of this chapter shall be in accordance with and 
in compliance with all applicable technical provisions of this code, state law and city ordinances, 
rules and regulations. (1973 Code, sec. 31-3; 1991 Code, sec. 31-3; 2007 Code, sec. 46-3) 
 
§12.01.004 Rules and regulations. 
 
The city council shall have the authority to establish by rule or regulation such standards and 
specifications as may be deemed necessary for the installation, construction and maintenance of 
any utility service system owned and operated by the city within or without the city and under the 
management of the council. Such rules, regulations, standards and specifications shall be filed in 
the office of the city manager or designee. Violation of such rules, regulations, standards and 
specifications shall be deemed a misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 31-4; 1991 Code, sec. 31-4; 
2007 Code, sec. 46-4; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.01.005 Inspection of premises outside city before making water or sewer tap. 
 
In order to protect the utility service supply, the city will not make any water or sewer taps 
outside the city limits until the premises involved has been inspected and approved by the city 
plumbing inspector. (1973 Code, sec. 31-5; 1991 Code, sec. 31-5; 2007 Code, sec. 46-5) 
 
§12.01.006 Right of entry. 
 
Any authorized inspector of the city shall have free access at reasonable times to all premises 
supplied with any utility service by the city for the purpose of examination in order to protect the 
utility services from abusive use. (1973 Code, sec. 31-6; 1991 Code, sec. 31-6; 2007 Code, sec. 
46-6) 
 
§12.01.007 Termination of service authorized. 
 
The city shall have the right to disconnect or refuse to connect or reconnect any utility service for 
any of the following reasons: 
 

(1) Failure to meet the applicable provisions of law. 
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(2) Violation of the rules and regulations pertaining to utility service. 

 
(3) Nonpayment of bills. 

 
(4) Willful or negligent waste of service due to improper or imperfect pipes, fixtures, 

appliances or otherwise. 
 

(5) Molesting any meter, seal or other equipment controlling or regulating the supply of 
utility service. 

 
(6) Theft or diversion and/or use of service without payment therefor. 

 
(7) Vacancy of premises. 

 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-7; 1991 Code, sec. 31-7; 2007 Code, sec. 46-7) 
 
§12.01.008 Liability of city for damage. 
 
The city shall not be liable for any damage to any customer of any utility service furnished by the 
city due to backflow of the sewer system, failure of supply, interruption of service or any other 
cause outside the direct control of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 31-8; 1991 Code, sec. 31-8; 2007 
Code, sec. 46-8) 
 
§12.01.009 Use assumed. 
 
All premises connected to any utility service of the city shall be assumed to be using such utility 
service and the owner or occupant shall be charged therefor so long as such premises shall remain 
connected with the utility service. (1973 Code, sec. 31-12; 1991 Code, sec. 31-9; 2007 Code, sec. 
46-9) 
 
§12.01.010 Refusal of service to persons in debt to city. 
 
The city may decline or fail or cease to furnish utility service to any person who may be in debt to 
the city for any reason, except ad valorem taxes and special assessments. (1973 Code, sec. 31-10; 
1991 Code, sec. 31-10; 2007 Code, sec. 46-10) 
 
§12.01.011 Application for service. 
 
Any person desiring any utility service furnished by the city shall make application for the same 
to the city council. Such application shall contain the applicant’s name and address and the uses 
for which such utility service is desired. (1973 Code, sec. 31-9; 1991 Code, sec. 31-11; 2007 
Code, sec. 46-11) 
 
§12.01.012 Approval of application for service. 
 
Approval of the application for any utility service by the city council shall be deemed permission 
for such service. (1973 Code, sec. 31-11; 1991 Code, sec. 31-12; 2007 Code, sec. 46-12) 
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§12.01.013 Use of service for purpose not authorized by permit. 
 
Any person having a permit from the city for the use of any utility service offered by the city who 
shall use such utility service for any purpose other than mentioned in such permit or who shall 
make any unauthorized changes in such service shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 
Code, sec. 31-13; 1991 Code, sec. 31-13; 2007 Code, sec. 46-13) 
 
§12.01.014 Damaging or tampering with system. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person, not having authority to do so, to open any water hydrant or 
tamper with any utility service furnished by the city to consumers, or to in any other way molest, 
damage or trespass upon any equipment or premises belonging to the city connected with any 
utility service. (1973 Code, sec. 31-14; 1991 Code, sec. 31-14; 2007 Code, sec. 46-14) 
 
§12.01.015 Temporary interruption of service. 
 
The city reserves the right to cut off any utility service without notice in case of emergencies. 
When an interruption in service is necessary for the maintenance and improvement of the utility 
system, affected customers will be notified as circumstances permit. (1973 Code, sec. 31-15; 
1991 Code, sec. 31-15; 2007 Code, sec. 46-15) 
 
§12.01.016 Authority to restrict use during emergency or other circumstances. 
 
The city, at any time, may restrict or prevent the use of any utility service furnished by the city 
during such periods of emergency or circumstances demanding such restriction or prevention of 
use. (1973 Code, sec. 31-16; 1991 Code, sec. 31-16; 2007 Code, sec. 46-16) 
 
§12.01.017 Sale of service by customer. 
 
It shall be unlawful for any person to resell to others any utility service obtained from the city 
except only by special arrangement with the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 31-17; 1991 Code, 
sec. 31-17; 2007 Code, sec. 46-17) 
 
§12.01.018 Connections to be supervised by city council. 
 
Connections for any utility service furnished by the city shall be made only under the supervision 
of the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 31-18; 1991 Code, sec. 31-18; 2007 Code, sec. 46-18) 
 
§12.01.019 Separate connection required for every building, structure or consumer. 
 
Every building, structure or consumer in the city shall have a separate utility service connection, 
as determined by the city. Rates for noncommercial accounts shall be based on the consumer/unit 
connection. Notwithstanding the foregoing, rates for commercial accounts shall be based on 
meter size. (1973 Code, sec. 31-19; 1991 Code, sec. 31-19; Ordinance 13-711, sec. 2, adopted 
12/13/12; 2007 Code, sec. 46-19) 
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§12.01.020 Unlawful connections. 
 
Any person who shall make any connection in any manner to any utility system, whether owned 
by the city or not, without the prior knowledge and consent of the owner of such utility system 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. (1973 Code, sec. 31-20; 1991 Code, sec. 31-20; 2007 
Code, sec. 46-20) 
 
§12.01.021 Connections, repair, etc., to be done by city employees. 
 
No person, other than employees of the city, shall be authorized to connect, turn on, turn off or 
disconnect any utility service offered by the city, or remove, replace or repair any equipment 
connected to any such utility service. (1973 Code, sec. 31-21; 1991 Code, sec. 31-21; 2007 Code, 
sec. 46-21) 
 
§12.01.022 Maintenance of equipment by consumer. 
 
The consumer of any utility service furnished by the city shall maintain and keep in good repair 
all connections, appliances and other apparatus installed and used in connection with such utility 
service. (1973 Code, sec. 31-22; 1991 Code, sec. 31-22; 2007 Code, sec. 46-22) 
 
 

ARTICLE 12.02 RATES AND CHARGES 
 
§12.02.001 Meters. 
 
Meters for the measurement of utility services furnished by the city shall be furnished and 
installed by and shall remain the property of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 31-34; 1991 Code, sec. 31-
41; 2007 Code, sec. 46-48) 
 
§12.02.002 Deposit required. 
 
Along with the application for utility service, the applicant therefor may be required to pay to the 
city a deposit in an amount equal to the charges for an average two-month period; provided, 
however, that in the event such service increases to a point where such deposit is not equal to the 
charges for an average two-month period, the required deposit may be increased to conform 
thereto. (1973 Code, sec. 31-35; 1991 Code, sec. 31-42; 2007 Code, sec. 46-49) 
 
§12.02.003 Refund of deposit. 
 
Refunds of deposits made for utility service shall be made upon the termination of such utility 
service only after payment of all indebtedness to the city for such utility service. Application of 
the deposit may be made in partial or total settlement of accounts when the supply is cut off for 
nonpayment of the bill, or for any infraction or violation of any ordinance, rule or regulation of 
the city relative to utility services offered by the city. (1973 Code, sec. 31-36; 1991 Code, sec. 31-
43; 2007 Code, sec. 46-50) 
 
§12.02.004 Transfer of service. 
 
There shall be no transfer, or so-called transfer, from one location to another of deposits made for 
utility service. In each case, the transfer shall be considered a new application for service and 
shall be treated as such. When premises are vacated, any amounts due for water service shall be 
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paid in full and utility service shall not be commenced at another place until this is done. Such 
removal from one place to another shall be considered as a new request for utility service and 
applicants shall be required to make the current deposit that shall be in effect at the time such 
request is made. (1973 Code, sec. 31-37; 1991 Code, sec. 31-44; 2007 Code, sec. 46-51) 
 
§12.02.005 Determination of charges. 
 
The rates and charges for the consumption of utility services furnished by the city, as well as the 
charges and fees for connection thereto, shall be as determined by the city council from time to 
time and kept on file in the office of the city manager or designee. (1973 Code, sec. 31-38; 1991 
Code, sec. 31-45; 2007 Code, sec. 46-52; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.02.006 Due date for payment. 
 
All bills for utility services furnished by the city shall be due and payable prior to midnight of the 
15th day following the date of such bill; provided, however, that if such due date shall fall on a 
Sunday or a legal holiday observed by the city, then such bill shall be due and payable by 
midnight of the following business day. (1973 Code, sec. 31-39; 1991 Code, sec. 31-46; 2007 
Code, sec. 46-53) 
 
§12.02.007 Penalty for failure to pay charges. 
 
In the event any consumer of utility services furnished by the city shall fail to pay his bill therefor 
when the same is due, a penalty as determined by the city council shall be imposed. (1973 Code, 
sec. 31-40; 1991 Code, sec. 31-47; 2007 Code, sec. 46-54) 
 
§12.02.008 Disconnection of service for nonpayment. 
 
In the event bills for utility services shall not be paid when the same become due, the city shall 
have the right to disconnect and discontinue all utility services furnished by the city to the 
consumer so in arrears. (1973 Code, sec. 31-41; 1991 Code, sec. 31-48; 2007 Code, sec. 46-55) 
 
§12.02.009 Reconnection after disconnection for nonpayment of bill. 
 
In the event that utility service is disconnected for nonpayment of the bill, the consumer thereof 
shall have the right to have the same reconnected only upon the payment of the amount due, and 
in addition thereto, a reconnection fee currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution 
of the city council from time to time. (1973 Code, sec. 31-42; 1991 Code, sec. 31-49; 2007 Code, 
sec. 46-56) 
 
§12.02.010 Voluntary discontinuance of service. 
 
Consumers wishing to discontinue the use of any utility service shall give written notice thereof 
at the city hall. Failure to do so shall render them liable for the payment of all bills until such 
notice has been given. (1973 Code, sec. 31-43; 1991 Code, sec. 31-50; 2007 Code, sec. 46-57) 
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ARTICLE 12.03 SOLID WASTE 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§12.03.001 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Garbage means solid waste consisting of putrescible animal and vegetable waste materials 
resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food, including waste 
materials from markets, storage facilities, and handling and sale of produce and other food 
products. 
 
Industrial waste means any liquid or solid matter left over from or no longer used or needed in 
any type of manufacturing process or oil field operations, except salt water produced from oil 
wells, the disposal of which is controlled by the state railroad commission, and sewage effluent or 
solids from municipally owned sewage plants. 
 
Trash means rubbish, such as feathers, coffee grounds, ashes, tin cans, paper bags, boxes, glass, 
newspapers, magazines and other such paper products, grass, shrubs, flowers, yard cleanings, 
grass clippings, leaves and tree trimmings not to include dirt, concrete, tile, plaster, rocks and 
other such substances. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 13-1; 1991 Code, sec. 26-1; 2007 Code, sec. 34-19) 
 
§12.03.002 Littering. 
 
(a) Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to throw, drop, cast or deposit upon any 
street, alley, sidewalk or any yard or premises, public or private, any filth of any kind, or cans, 
paper, trash, paper containers, rubbish, tree limbs, grass cuttings, bottles or any other form of 
litter or waste matter. 
 
(b) Duties of business owners. 
 

(1) Generally. The owner or occupant of any store or other place of business situated 
within the city shall exercise reasonable diligence at all times to keep his premises 
clean of wastepaper, wrapping paper, paper napkins, cartons, package containers and 
other used or waste materials thrown or left on such premises by its customers, and to 
take reasonable measures to prevent the same drifting or blowing to adjoining 
premises. 

 
(2) Receptacles. Receptacles of sufficient size and number shall be placed on the 

premises accessible to the customers of such business where the above referred to 
articles of waste may be disposed of. 

 
(3) Signs. Each and every business establishment shall place upon its premises, in 

conspicuous places and in close proximity to the receptacles above referred to, signs 
which shall, in essence, convey to its customers a request that they use such 
receptacles for the disposal of waste material. 
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(c) Duties of customers. It shall be unlawful for any customer going upon the premises of 
another to in any manner dispose of wastepaper, wrapping paper, paper napkins, cartons, package 
containers and other used or waste materials except in receptacles provided for such purposes. 
 
(1973 Code, secs. 13-2–13-4; 1991 Code, secs. 26-2–26-4; 2007 Code, sec. 34-20–34-22) 
 
§12.03.003 Standards for collection vehicles. 
 
Vehicles used in the conveyance of garbage and trash within this city shall be watertight and 
constructed or otherwise so equipped to prevent the contents thereof from blowing, being blown 
or otherwise falling upon the streets, alleys or other public ways in this city. (1973 Code, sec. 13-
20; 1991 Code, sec. 26-5; 2007 Code, sec. 34-23) 
 
§12.03.004 Duty of collectors to maintain cleanliness. 
 
Any person removing or collecting garbage and trash within this city shall do so in as neat a 
manner as possible and shall maintain the cleanliness of the premises from which the same are 
removed. (1973 Code, sec. 13-21; 1991 Code, sec. 26-6; 2007 Code, sec. 34-24) 
 
§§12.03.005–12.03.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Solid Waste and Recycling Collection and Disposal 
 
§12.03.031 Definitions. 
 
The following words, terms and phrases when used in this division, shall have the meanings 
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
 
Bulk cardboard means cardboard of a quantity or size that cannot be fitted inside a container or 
cart and that is free of any contents or material. 
 
Bulky waste means large discarded items from residences within the city, such as appliances, 
furniture, household equipment, up to four (4) cubic yards of construction and demolition waste 
from do-it-yourself home projects, and other items too large for the cart. 
 
Cart means an approved rolling, molded plastic container, equipped with a lid, capable of holding 
not more than ninety-five (95) gallons, and designed to be collected by an automated collection 
vehicle. 
 
Commercial property means real property that is not a residential property. 
 
Commercial solid waste means any solid waste generated from any improved real property other 
than improved real property used for single- or two-family dwellings. Commercial solid waste 
includes industrial waste and construction and demolition waste. 
 
Commercial solid waste customer means the owner or lessee of commercial property or of 
residential property with respect to the collection of construction and demolition waste. 
 
Commercial solid waste operator means any person who collects, hauls, or transports commercial 
solid waste, industrial solid waste, or residential construction debris for a fee by use of a motor 
vehicle. 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 12: Utilities 

 12-14 

 
Construction and demolition waste means waste resulting from construction or demolition 
projects, which includes all materials that are directly or indirectly the by-products of 
construction work or that result from demolition of buildings and other structures. Such materials 
may include paper, cartons, gypsum board, wood, excelsior, rubber, and plastic. 
 
Container means a receptacle designed to contain solid waste and may include a cart, dumpster, 
or residential container. 
 
Disposal means the discharging, depositing, injecting, dumping, spilling, leaking, or placing of 
solid waste or hazardous waste, whether containerized or uncontainerized, into or on land or 
water so that the solid waste or hazardous waste of any constituent thereof may be emitted into 
the air, discharged into surface water or groundwater, or introduced into the environment in any 
other manner. 
 
Garbage means solid waste, animal or waste materials from handling, preparation, cooking or 
consumption of produce, food or other biodegradable matter. 
 
Hazardous waste means any waste identified or listed as hazardous waste by any state or federal 
agency. 
 
Household or residential hazardous waste means hazardous waste generated by or from a 
residential property. A list of residential or household hazardous waste items designated to be 
collected from a residential property may be available from the city. 
 
Industrial solid waste has the meaning as defined in Texas Health and Safety Code, chapter 361, 
as amended. 
 
Licensee or licensed waste provider means the solid waste operator holding a license from the 
city to collect and dispose of residential and commercial solid waste. 
 
Municipal solid waste means solid waste resulting from or incidental to municipal, community, 
commercial, institutional, or recreational activities, and includes garbage, rubbish, ashes, street 
cleanings, dead animals, abandoned automobiles, and other solid waste other than industrial solid 
waste. 
 
Person means an individual, corporation, organization, government or governmental subdivision 
or agency, business trust, partnership, association, or any other legal entity. 
 
Radioactive waste means waste that requires specific licensing under the Texas Health and Safety 
Code, chapter 401 and the rules adopted by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 
 
Recyclable material means a material that has been recovered or diverted from the nonhazardous 
waste stream for purposes of reuse, recycling, or reclamation, a substantial portion of which is 
consistently used in the manufacture of products that may otherwise be produced using raw or 
virgin materials. Although recyclable material is not solid waste, it may become solid waste with 
respect to the party actually abandoning or disposing of the material. 
 
Recycling means a process by which materials that have served their intended use or are scrapped, 
discarded, used, surplus, or obsolete are collected, separated, or processed and returned to use in 
the form of raw materials in the production of new products. Except for mixed municipal solid 
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waste composting, that is, composting of the typical mixed solid waste stream generated by 
residential, commercial, and/or institutional sources, recycling includes the composting process if 
the compost material is put to beneficial use. 
 
Refrigerant means a class I or class II substance as listed in 42 U.S.C. section 7671a and rules 
adopted under that section, as amended. 
 
Residential container means receptacle of a solid and durable grade and quality of metal or other 
durable material, not less than ten nor more than 30 gallons in capacity or a cart. For vegetation 
debris and/or lawn clippings, a residential container includes a brown paper or other 
biodegradable/compostable bag that is disposed of with the waste material. 
 
Residential property means real property containing a building designed for use as a single- or a 
two-family residence. 
 
Residential waste means solid waste generated from a residential property that can be enclosed in 
a container designed for solid waste. Residential waste does not include bulk building materials 
or construction debris. 
 
Sanitary landfill means a controlled area of land on which solid waste is disposed of in 
accordance with standards, rules, or orders established by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality. 
 
Solid waste. 
 
(a) Shall be defined broadly to include: 
 

(1) All garbage, rubbish, refuse or other solid waste materials normally generated from 
commercial or residential properties other than recyclable material, hazardous waste 
generated by commercial solid waste customers, domestic septage, grease trap waste, 
grit trap waste, lint trap waste, or sand trap waste; 

 
(2) For residential properties, solid waste may include residential waste, garbage, dead 

animals, bulky waste, green waste, recyclable material, and residential hazardous 
waste as well as the state law definition in Health and Safety Code section 361.003, 
which provides that solid waste means garbage, rubbish, refuse, sludge from a waste 
treatment plant, water supply treatment plant, or air pollution control facility, and 
other discarded material, including solid liquid, semisolid, or contained gaseous 
material resulting from industrial, municipal, commercial, mining, and agricultural 
operations and from community and institutional activities. 

 
(b) The term: 
 

(1) Does not include: 
 

(A) Solid or dissolved material in domestic sewage, or solid or dissolved material 
in irrigation return flows, or industrial discharges subject to regulation by 
permit issued by the city; 
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(B) Soil, dirt, rock, sand, and other natural or manmade inert solid materials used to 
fill land if the object to the fill is to make the land suitable for the construction 
of surface improvements; or 

 
(C) Waste materials that result from activities associated with the exploration, 

development, or production of oil or gas or geothermal resources and other 
substance or material regulated by the Railroad Commission of Texas under 
section 91.191, Natural Resources Code; and 

 
(2) Does not include hazardous substances, for the purposes of Health and Safety Code 

sections 361.271 through 361.277, 361.280, and 361.343 through 361.345. 
 
Solid waste operator or operator means a person or business that collects or disposes of 
residential and commercial solid waste in the city. 
 
Temporary means thirty (30) days or less. 
 
Temporary construction and demolition waste means construction and demolition waste from a 
project that does not exceed 30 days. 
 
Trash means all garbage, refuse, rubbish, waste, junk, debris, rubble, ruins, scrap, leavings, 
remnants, residue, soil or litter. 
 
Trash bag means a plastic bag or sack container that is designed and sold for the purpose of 
pacing trash in it for disposal. 
 
Waste has the same definition as solid waste. 
 
Weeds means all rank and uncultivated vegetable growth or other matter which is liable to 
become an unwholesome or decaying mass or breeding place for flies, mosquitoes, or vermin. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.032 Residential and commercial solid waste, demolition and construction 
waste, hazardous waste, liquid waste, recyclable materials collection service; requirement 
for license. 
 
(a) The city has the ownership interest in the waste stream and the right and responsibility to 
properly regulate it. 
 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, other than those that are licensed by the city to operate 
or cause any other person to operate a motor vehicle upon a public right-of-way in the city for the 
purpose of collecting for compensation solid waste, hazardous waste, liquid waste, recyclable 
materials generated from a residential or commercial property. Only a licensed waste transporter 
or hauler shall transport residential or commercial waste. 
 
(c) Except as provided by section 12.03.036 of this article (Revocation), the license is valid for 
a term beginning January 1 or upon issuance and ending December 31 annually. 
 
(d) A license may be automatically renewed unless the terms of the license specify that it is not 
automatically renewed. 
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(e) Any license subject to automatic renewal shall not be automatically renewed if notice is 
sent by the city to the address provided by licensee in licensee’s application that such automatic 
renewal is withdrawn. 
 
(f) This section shall not be construed either explicitly or implicitly to provide for an exclusive 
license or franchise to any person to provide waste collection services on behalf of the city. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.033 License application requirements. 
 
To obtain or renew a license under this article, the application must be made on forms provided 
by the city for that purpose along with any initial or renewal application fee. The application 
requires that the applicant: 
 

(1) State the name under which the applicant conducts business, the business address, 
and the telephone number; 

 
(2) State the make, model, and body style of each motor vehicle to be used in the city; 

 
(3) Submit legally binding proof of liability insurance for the motor vehicles in the 

amounts required by law; 
 

(4) Submit legally binding proof of insurance for the types of insurance and amounts of 
insurance required for licensee; 

 
(5) Current customers, routes and end destination; 

 
(6) Agree to abide by and be bound by the provisions of this article and to comply with 

all other federal and state laws applicable to the licensee’s activities; and 
 

(7) Submit any other information reasonably required by the city to administer this 
article. 

 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.034 License regulations. 
 
(a) All licensees must prominently place clearly legible letters not less than five (5) inches in 
height on both sides of the vehicles, containers and equipment that the licensee operates within 
the city that identify the assigned number of each vehicle and the name and telephone number of 
the licensee. 
 
(b) All licensees providing collection services for recyclable materials must display recycling 
signage on all vehicles, containers, and equipment in legible letters not less than five (5) inches in 
height. 
 
(c) All licensees’ vehicles, containers and equipment must be well-maintained, in good repair, 
clean, sanitary, and free from leaks and excessive emissions. 
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(d) All licensees must contain, enclose or tie all solid waste and recyclable materials that 
prevents spilling, leaking or blowing. 
 
(e) All licensees must immediately clean up all leakage, spillage and blown debris resulting 
from the licensees’ vehicles or equipment. 
 
(f) All licensees must maintain all vehicles, containers and equipment in compliance with the 
laws and manufacturers’ specifications. 
 
(g) All licensees must maintain all required insurance during the term of the license, and 
provide legally binding proof of said insurance upon request of the city. 
 
(h) All licensees must notify the city of any change in the information submitted in an 
application for a license, including a change in the name, address or telephone number of the 
licensee. 
 
(i) All licensees must maintain their licenses issued under this article in compliance with the 
city’s ordinances. 
 
(j) All licensees shall not provide or cause to be provided collection services for any 
residential or commercial properties between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
 
(k) The city manager or designee may examine the books, papers, records, financial reports, 
equipment, and other facilities of a licensee to verify compliance with this article. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.035 Solid waste license fee. 
 
(a) Each solid waste operator that has been granted a license under this article must pay a 
license fee as provided in the fee schedule in appendix A of this code. 
 
(b) The solid waste license fee shall be payable upon application and/or renewal of the license 
and is nonrefundable. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.03.036 Revocation. 
 
The city manager or designee may revoke a license for violation of this division. (Ordinance 22-
920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.037 Failure to obtain a license–offense. 
 
It is unlawful for any person, other than the city, to operate or cause any other person to operate, a 
motor vehicle upon a public street in the city for the purpose of collecting, transporting, or 
disposing of residential or commercial solid waste or recyclables within the city’s corporate limits 
for compensation unless the person that owns or controls the motor vehicle has a valid license 
issued by the city under this article. (Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
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§12.03.038 Disposal or removal of solid waste. 
 
(a) It is unlawful for any person to transport any solid waste generated from any private real 
property and place that solid waste into a container located on public property owned or 
controlled by the city without the city’s consent. 
 
(b) It is unlawful for any person to place solid waste into any solid waste container not owned 
by, rented to, or under the control of that person, unless the person placing the solid waste has the 
consent of the owner or person exercising control of the container. 
 
(c) It is unlawful for any person to transport solid waste from any place outside the city limits 
to any place within the city limits for the purpose of causing the same to be collected as solid 
waste. 
 
(d) It is unlawful for any person to intentionally, knowingly or recklessly scavenge from, 
search through, disturb, or remove any contents placed for collection by a solid waste operator 
and: 
 

(1) Located in a container, cart, bag or other receptacle; or 
 

(2) Located on any public street, alley, parkway, right-of-way, or other public property. 
 
(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of or permit the disposal of any garbage, 
hazardous waste, industrial solid waste, municipal solid waste, radioactive waste, rubbish or solid 
waste on any land within the corporate limits or the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the city except 
to place such waste in proper containers constructed of metal, plastic, rubber or paper and placed 
appropriately for collection by a licensed refuse collection service. 
 
(f) It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of any hazardous waste, industrial solid 
waste, municipal solid waste, radioactive waste, rubbish or solid waste by placing any of said 
waste products in any receptacle, toilet, drain or other opening that would lead to a sanitary or 
storm sewer. 
 
(g) It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the person was authorized by the city to 
collect the solid waste or the person owns or has the right to use the contents or solid waste 
container, cart, bag, or other receptacle. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.039 Building construction trash. 
 
Trash resulting from construction of any structure within the city, including but not limited to 
buildings of any type, or remodeling of any structure, shall be removed promptly at the expense 
of the owner of the property upon which the construction took place. All construction or building 
site dumpsters must be provided by a licensed waste collector(s). (Ordinance 22-920 adopted 
3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.040 Trash cans and receptacles. 
 
(a) It shall be the mandatory duty of every person occupying a residence or commercial 
property to place or cause to be placed in trash bags, and of every owner, agent, lessee, occupant 
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or person in charge of any public, commercial, business or industrial establishment in the city to 
place or cause to be placed in trash bags or mechanical trash containers, all trash that accumulates 
upon their premises; provided, however, that it shall be the mandatory duty of any person owning 
or having control over any property where construction requiring a building permit is taking place 
and where the construction is being performed in relation to a residential structure, garage, 
swimming pool, or building to be used for commercial, industrial or business purposes, prior to 
the start of construction, to place upon the property a dumpster, provided by a city-licensed waste 
operator, for purposes of depositing rock, waste, concrete, wood, earth, dirt, scrap building 
materials or other trash generated by the construction work therein. The dumpster must be must 
be screened from public view, where possible, and must be removed from the building site 
immediately upon the completion of construction. Except where the prior permission of the 
owner or person in control of a dumpster has been secured, it shall be an offense for any person to 
place or deposit or cause to be placed or deposited any trash into any dumpster required by this 
subsection when the dumpster is not under that person’s ownership or control; provided, 
however, that it shall be presumed that a person who is not the owner of or does not have control 
over a dumpster and who deposits any trash into the dumpster did not have permission of the 
owner or person in control of the dumpster to make the deposit. 
 
(b) Trash bags must be kept secure and closed so that flies and other insects may not have 
access to the contents thereof, and must remain closed except while the trash bag is being filled. 
The doors or covers of all mechanical trash containers must at all times be kept secure and 
fastened so that flies and other insects may not have access to the contents thereof, and the doors 
or covers must not be opened except while the containers are being filled or emptied. 
 
(c) It shall be the duty of each person to keep and maintain any receptacle for trash in such a 
manner that it shall not become or constitute a public nuisance. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.041 Nuisance. 
 
Whatever is dangerous to human life or health, or whatever renders the ground, water, air or food 
a hazard or is likely to cause injury to human life or health, or that is offensive to the senses or 
that is or threatens to become detrimental to the public health, is hereby declared to be a nuisance. 
The specific acts, conditions and things prohibited in this division are, among others, each hereby 
declared to be nuisances and against the general health, safety and welfare and are hereby made 
unlawful. (Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.042 Composting. 
 
Notwithstanding any provision in this division to the contrary, composting within the guidelines 
established by the state is allowed so long as a nuisance, as defined in section 12.03.041 is not 
created. (Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.043 Requirements for residential collection; residential customers. 
 
(a) Except for bulky waste and bulk cardboard, customers must place all solid waste, green 
waste, or recyclables within a cart or residential container. 
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(b) Customers should contain all solid waste placed in carts or residential containers used for 
garbage in plastic or paper bags to help prevent odors and the contents from blowing out of the 
container when the residential container is being emptied. 
 
(c) Customers may not place hot ashes, car parts or nonresidential hazardous waste in a 
residential container or at the curb for collection. 
 
(d) Customers may not place construction and demolition waste from a contractor project in a 
residential container or at the curb for collection. 
 
(e) Customers must place the residential containers for solid waste collection at the base of the 
curb (where curbs exist). 
 
(f) Customers must place residential containers, bags, green waste, bulk cardboard, bulky 
waste and all other solid waste in a manner that does not block sidewalks, that is not within three 
feet of a mailbox, parked car, or other fixed object, and that is clear of low hanging limbs and 
utility lines. 
 
(g) Customers may not place solid waste in a residential cart that exceeds the maximum weight 
rating capacity imprinted on the container. 
 
(h) Customers may not place residential containers, bags, bulk cardboard, bulky waste or solid 
waste out by the curb for collection earlier than 6:00 p.m. the evening before the day of 
collection. Customers must remove carts and containers from the curb no later than 8:00 a.m. on 
the morning following the day of collection. 
 
(i) Customers may place bulky waste that conforms to the guidelines as published by the 
customer’s solid waste operator. 
 
(j) Customers must follow the guidelines and requirements as published by the customer’s 
solid waste operator for all other bulky waste, refrigerators, green waste, recyclables. 
 
(k) Customers must place all bulky waste, green waste, bulk cardboard and recyclables no 
farther than four feet from the curb, or edge of the street, for collection. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.044 Requirements for commercial collection; commercial customers. 
 
(a) Nothing in this section shall be considered a waiver of any other city requirements 
regarding waste. 
 
(b) All commercial solid waste must be placed within a container. 
 
(c) All commercial solid waste must be contained within the container to help prevent odors 
and the contents from escaping the container. 
 
(d) The area around the container must be kept clear of obstructions so that the licensed 
operator may service the container. 
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(e) Containers may not be modified or used for any purpose other than for the disposal and 
collection of commercial solid waste. 
 
(f) Containers must be placed in a safe, accessible location that allows for adequate clearance 
for collection. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
§12.03.045 Offense, penalty and culpable mental state. 
 
(a) Offense. It is unlawful for: 
 

(1) Any person to violate any provision of this division, and any person violating or 
failing to comply with any provision of this division. 

 
(2) Any person, other than the city, to operate or cause any other person to operate, a 

motor vehicle upon a public right-of-way in the city for the purpose of collecting, 
transporting, or disposing of commercial or residential solid waste or recycling 
within the city’s corporate limits for compensation unless the person that owns or 
controls the motor vehicle has a valid license issued by the city under this article. 

 
(b) Culpable mental state. A violation of this article requires a culpable mental state of 
“knowing.” 
 
(c) Continuing violations. Each day any violation continues constitutes a separate offense. 
 
(d) Penalty. Any person found guilty of violating this division will be fined in accordance with 
the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code for each offense. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.03.046 Appeal. 
 
(a) Any of the following persons may appeal to the city council a decision made by an 
administrative official that is related to a specific license: 
 

(1) A person who filed the application for a license that is subject of the decision; 
 

(2) The owner or representative of the owner of the property that is subject of the 
decision; or 

 
(3) Any person who is aggrieved by the decision. 

 
(b) The appellant must file with the council and the city manager a notice of appeal specifying 
the grounds of the appeal. The appeal must be filed not later than thirty (30) days after the date 
the decision is made. 
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(c) The city council shall set a reasonable time for the appeal hearing and give public notice of 
the hearing and due notice to the parties in interest. The city council shall decide the matter within 
a reasonable time and may reverse or affirm, in whole or in part, or modify the decision that is 
appealed. 
 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
 
 

ARTICLE 12.04 INDUSTRIAL WASTE AND OTHER DISCHARGES TO PUBLIC 
SEWERS 

 
§12.04.001 Definitions. 
 
Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this article shall 
be as follows: 
 
BOD (denoting biochemical oxygen demand) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the 
biochemical oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20 
degrees Celsius, expressed in parts per million by weight. 
 
FOG (fats, oils and greases) means any petroleum-based or mineral-based oils and greases or 
animal and vegetable-based fats, oils and grease generated from the food preparation process. All 
are sometimes referred to herein as “grease” or “greases.” These substances are detectable and 
measurable using analytical procedures established in 40 CFR 136, as may be amended from time 
to time. 
 
Garbage means solid wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of food, and from the 
handling, storage and sale of produce. 
 
Industrial waste means the liquid wastes from industrial processes as distinct from sanitary 
sewage. 
 
Natural outlet means any outlet into a watercourse, pond, ditch, lake or other body of surface or 
ground water. 
 
pH means the logarithm of the reciprocal of the weight of hydrogen ions in grams per liter of 
solution. 
 
Properly shredded garbage means the wastes from the preparation, cooking and dispensing of 
food that have been shredded to such degree that all particles will be carried freely under the flow 
conditions normally prevailing in public sewers with no particles greater than one-half inch in any 
dimension. 
 
Public sewer means a sewer in which all owners of abutting properties have equal rights and is 
controlled by public authority. 
 
Sanitary sewer means a sewer which carries sewage and to which storm, surface and ground 
waters are not intentionally admitted. 
 
Sewage means a combination of the water-carried wastes from residences, business buildings, 
institutions and industrial establishments. 
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Sewage treatment plant means any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating 
sewage. 
 
Sewer means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage, or a pipe or conduit for carrying off sewage 
water runoff. 
 
Sewerage works means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of sewage. 
 
Storm sewer or storm drain means a sewer which carries storm and surface waters and drainage, 
but excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes. 
 
Suspended solids means solids that either float on the surface of or are in suspension in water, 
sewage or other liquids, and which are removable by laboratory filtering. 
 
Watercourse means a channel in which a flow of water occurs, either continuously or 
intermittently. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-56; 1991 Code, sec. 31-66; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-88) 
 
§12.04.002 Special agreements. 
 
No statement contained in this article shall be construed as preventing any agreement or 
arrangement between the city and any industrial concern whereby an industrial waste of unusual 
strength or character may be accepted by the city for treatment, subject to payment therefor by the 
industrial concern for any portion of the excess cost to the city of handling and treating such 
industrial wastes, as may be established by the city council. (1973 Code, sec. 31-57; 1991 Code, 
sec. 31-67; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 
2007 Code, sec. 46-89) 
 
§12.04.003 Protection from damage. 
 
No person shall maliciously or willfully break, damage, uncover, deface or tamper with any 
structure, appurtenance or equipment which is a part of the municipal sewerage works. (1973 
Code, sec. 31-58; 1991 Code, sec. 31-68; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; Ordinance 
08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-90) 
 
§12.04.004 Right of entry. 
 
The mayor and the duly authorized employees of the city, when bearing proper credentials and 
identification, shall be permitted to enter upon all properties for the purposes of inspection, 
observation, measurement, sampling and testing to determine if the provisions of this article are 
being complied with. (1973 Code, sec. 31-59; 1991 Code, sec. 31-69; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, 
adopted 6/14/07; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-91) 
 
§12.04.005 Use of public sewers generally. 
 
(a) No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any stormwater, surface water, 
groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage or unpolluted industrial process waters to any 
sanitary sewer. 
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(b) Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are 
specifically designated as storm sewers or to a natural drainage outlet. Unpolluted process water 
may be discharged, upon written approval of the mayor, to a storm sewer or natural outlet. All 
other wastewaters shall be carried into the public sanitary sewers. 
 
(c) In cases where, in the opinion of the public works superintendent, the character of the 
sewage from any manufacturer or industrial plant, building or other premises is such that it will 
damage the sewer system or cannot be treated satisfactorily in the sewer system, the mayor shall 
have the right to require such user to dispose of such waste otherwise and prevent it from entering 
the system. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-60; 1991 Code, sec. 31-70; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-92) 
 
§12.04.006 Enumeration of prohibited discharges. 
 
(a) Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the 
sanitary sewer system or storm drainage system of the city, directly or indirectly, any of the 
following described matters, waters or wastes: 
 

(1) Any inflow or infiltration, including but not limited to stormwater, groundwater, roof 
runoff, subsurface drainage, or noncontact cooling water, or from sources such as 
downspouts, yard drains, yard fountains or ponds, or lawn sprinklers. 

 
(2) Any liquids, solids or gases which by reason of their nature or quantity are, or may 

be, sufficient either alone or by interaction with other substances, likely to cause fire 
or explosion or be injurious in any other way to the sanitary sewer system or to the 
operation of the wastewater facilities. At no time shall two successive readings on an 
explosion hazard meter, at the point of discharge into the system (or at any point in 
the system) be more than three percent nor any single reading over five percent of the 
lower explosive limit (LEL) of the meter. Prohibited materials include, but are not 
limited to, gasoline, kerosene, naphtha, benzene, toluene, xylene, ethers, alcohols, 
ketones, aldehydes, peroxides, chlorates, perchlorates, bromates, carbides, hydrides 
and sulfides and any other substances in concentrations which the city, the state or 
the EPA has notified, or hereafter notifies, the producer is a fire hazard or a hazard to 
the system or in excess of the limits listed for specific parameters as defined in this 
section. 

 
(3) Solid or viscous substances which may cause obstruction to the flow in the sanitary 

sewer system or other interference with the operation of the wastewater treatment 
plants including, but not limited to, garbage containing particles greater than one-half 
inch in any dimension, animal guts or tissues, paunch manure, bones, hair, hides or 
fleshings, entrails, whole blood, feathers, ashes, cinders, sand, spent lime, stone or 
marble dust, metal, glass, straw, shavings, grass clippings, lettuce, rags, spent grains, 
spent hops, waste paper, rags, wood, plastics, gas, tar, asphalt residues, residues from 
refining or processing of fuel or lubricating oil, mud, glass grindings or polishing 
wastes. Any waters or wastes containing suspended or dissolved solids of such 
character and quantity that unusual attention or expense is required to handle such 
materials at the sewage treatment plant or in the public sewerage works. The city is 
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entitled to review and approve the installation and operation of any garbage grinder 
equipped with a three-fourth horsepower or larger motor. 

 
(4) Any waste discharge containing toxic pollutants in sufficient quantity, either singly 

or by interaction with other pollutants, to injure or interfere with any wastewater 
treatment process, which constitute a hazard to humans or animals, which create a 
toxic effect in the receiving waters of the wastewater facilities, or which exceed the 
limitations set forth in this section. 

 
(5) Radioactive materials. 

 
(6) Any noxious or malodorous liquids, gases, or solids which either singly or by 

interaction with other wastes are sufficient to create a public nuisance, or hazard to 
life or the environment, or are sufficient to prevent entry into the sewers for 
maintenance and repair. 

 
(7) Any waste discharge with objectionable color not removed in the treatment process 

and which may interfere with laboratory analysis including, but not limited to, dye, 
vegetable tanning solutions, and coffee processing wastes. 

 
(8) Any substance which might cause the wastewater facilities’ effluent or any other 

product of the wastewater facilities such as residues, sludges, or scums to be 
unsuitable for reclamation and reuse or which might interfere with the reclamation 
process or disposal process by standard land application as provided and regulated by 
the TCEQ (state commission on environmental quality). 

 
(9) In no case shall a substance discharged to the wastewater facilities cause the 

wastewater facilities to be noncompliant with federal or state sludge use or disposal 
criteria, guidelines or regulations. 

 
(10) Any substance which will cause the wastewater facilities to violate its TPDES (state 

pollution discharge elimination system) and/or TCEQ permit or the receiving water 
quality standards. 

 
(11) Any wastewater which is a hazard to human life or the environment or which creates 

a public nuisance. 
 

(12) Any waters or wastes containing a toxic or poisonous substance, such as plating or 
heat-treating wastes, in sufficient quantity to injure or interfere with any sewage 
treatment process, to constitute a hazard to humans or animals, or to create any 
hazard in the receiving water of the sewage treatment plant. 

 
(b) Except in quantities or concentrations as herein authorized, it shall be unlawful for any 
person to discharge waters or wastes to the sanitary sewer containing the following, or in excess 
of the following: 
 

(1) (A) Free or emulsified fat, oil or grease (FOG) if such materials: 
 

(i) Exceed 100 milligrams per liter (mg/l) of either or both or combination 
of free or emulsified fat, oil and grease; 
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(ii) Form a discernible layer floating on the surface of the discharge waters; 
 

(iii) Overload skimming and/or grease handling equipment; 
 

(iv) Are not amenable to biological treatment and will therefore pass to the 
receiving waters without being affected by normal sewage treatment 
process; 

 
(v) Have adverse effects on the treatment process due to the excessive 

quantities; 
 

(vi) Solidify or become viscous between 32 degrees Fahrenheit and 150 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

 
(B) These prohibitions include, but are not limited to: 

 
(i) Cooling or quenching oil; 

 
(ii) Lubrication oil; 

 
(iii) Cutting oil; or 

 
(iv) Non-saponifiable oil. 

 
(2) BOD5 exceeding 200 milligrams per liter (mg/l). 

 
(3) COD exceeding 1000 milligrams per liter (mg/l). 

 
(4) Total suspended solids exceeding 200 milligrams per liter (mg/l)). 

 
(5) Ammonia nitrogen exceeding 35 milligrams per liter (mg/l). 

 
(6) Acids, bases or wastewater which has a pH value lower than 6.0 or higher than 9.0 as 

determined by grab sample. 
 

(7) Any wastewater having a temperature at the designated sample port which exceeds 
65 degrees Celsius (150 degrees Fahrenheit) or which causes the temperature of 
waste at the entrance to the wastewater treatment plant to exceed 40 degrees Celsius 
(104 degrees Fahrenheit). Any wastewater with such a temperature that will cause the 
temperature of wastewater at the entrance to the wastewater treatment plant to raise 
more than five degrees Fahrenheit per hour. 

 
(8) Any slug or batch discharges exceeding the amount of 3,000 gallons per hour are 

prohibited unless prior approval by the city has been obtained. 
 

(9) Cyanide or cyanogen compounds in excess of one mg/l. 
 

(10) Chlorides greater than 250 mg/l. 
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(11) Dissolved sulfides greater than ten mg/l. 
 

(12) Substances having a chlorine demand in excess of five mg/l. 
 

(13) Toxic material in concentrations prohibited by state or federal regulations including, 
but not limited to: 

 
(A) Uranium. 

 
(B) Rhenium. 

 
(C) Tellurium. 

 
(D) Fungicides. 

 
(E) Herbicides. 

 
(F) Pesticides. 

 
(14) Hazardous metals in concentrations exceeding the following: 

 

Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

Arsenic 0.2 0.3 
Antimony 0.1 0.2 
Boron 0.1 0.2 
Beryllium 0.1 0.2 
Barium 2.0 4.0 
Cobalt 0.1 0.2 
Cadmium 0.1 0.2 
Chromium (total) 1.0 5.0 
Copper 1.0 2.0 
Iron 2.0 5.0 
Lead 0.30 0.50 
Manganese 2.0 3.0 
Molybdenum 0.1 0.2 
Mercury 0.0010 0.0020 
Nickel 0.2 0.3 
Selenium 0.1 0.2 
Silver 0.1 0.1 
Thallium 0.1 0.2 
Tin 1.0 2.0 
Zinc 2.0 6.0 

 
(15) Volatile compounds in concentrations exceeding the following: 

 

Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

Benzene 0.5 0.8 
Carbon tetrachloride 0.5 0.8 
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Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

Chlorobenzene 10.00 15.0 
Chloroform 6.0 10.0 
1,2 dichloroethane 0.5 0.8 
1,1 dichlorethylene 0.7 1.3 
Ethylbenzene 0.7 1.3 
Methyl ethyl ketone 20.0 35.0 
Tetrachloroethylene 0.7 1.3 
Toluene 1.0 2.0 
TPH 1.0 2.0 
Total BTEX 10.0 15.0 
Total phenols 0.05 0.1 
Trichloroethylene 0.5 0.8 
Vinyl chloride 0.1 0.2 
Xylene 0.6 1.5 

 
(16) Acid and base compounds in concentrations exceeding the following: 

 

Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

1,4 dichlorobenzene 7.5 17.0 
2,4 dinitrotoluene 0.13 0.3 
Hexachlorobenzene 0.13 0.3 
Hexachlorobutadiene 0.5 1.3 
Hexachloroethane 3.0 5.0 
Nitrobenzene 2.0 4.5 
Pyridine 5.0 12.0 
2-methylphenol 
(0-cresol) 

20.0 35.0 

3 & 4 methylphenol 
(meta & para cresol) 

20.0 35.0 

Pentachlorophenol 10.0 15.0 
2,4,5-trichlorophenol 40.00 60.0 
2,4,6-trichlorophenol 2.0 5.0 

 
(17) Pesticides compounds in concentrations exceeding the following: 

 

Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

Chlordane 0.05 0.1 
2,4-D 10.0 15.0 
Endrin 0.05 0.1 
Heptachlor 0.01 0.1 
Lindane 0.4 0.9 
Methoxyclor 10.0 15.0 
Toxaphene 0.5 1.0 
2,4,5-TP (Silvex) 1.0 2.0 
DDT 0.1 0.2 
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Substance 
24-hour Composite 

Quality (mg/l) 
Grab Sample 
Quality (mg/l) 

PCBs 1.0 2.0 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-61; 1991 Code, sec. 31-71; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-93) 
 
§12.04.007 Statement regarding discharge of toxic or poisonous substances. 
 
(a) Where an operation entails the discharge of waters or wastes which may contain toxic or 
poisonous substances, a written statement setting forth the nature of the operation contemplated 
or presently carried on shall be filed with the mayor. The statement shall contain the amount of 
water which will be used and its source; the proposed point of discharge of wastes into the sewer 
system of the city; the estimated amount to be discharged; and a fair statement setting forth the 
expected bacterial, physical, chemical and other known characteristics of the wastes. 
 
(b) Within 30 days of receipt of such statement, it shall be the duty of the mayor to make an 
order stating such minimum restrictions as in the judgment of the public works director may be 
necessary to guard adequately against unlawful uses of the city’s sewerage. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-62; 1991 Code, sec. 31-72; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-94) 
 
§12.04.008 Grease and grit traps. 
 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to: 
 

(1) Prevent the introduction of wastewaters containing oil and grease and/or solids in 
amounts which may cause stoppages or obstruction of flow, or in any other way 
prevent or inhibit operation of the publicly owned treatment works (POTW), 
including the sanitary sewer collection system and the treatment plant. 

 
(2) Protect the environment, and the health, safety, and welfare of the public and the 

POTW workers. 
 

(3) Set forth uniform requirements for the maintenance of grease traps, grit traps, 
interceptors, and separators. 

 
(b) Definitions. 
 
Biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) means the quantity of oxygen utilized in the biochemical 
oxidation of organic matter under standard laboratory procedure in five days at 20 degrees 
Celsius. 
 
Bioremediation media means bacterial cultures, enzymes, or other media which are designed to 
eliminate or reduce the need for the mechanical cleaning of grease traps. 
 
Building official means the person in charge of inspection department for the city, or his/her 
authorized representative, which includes any person appointed by the building official. 
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City or the city means the City of Humble, Texas, or its authorized representative, which, for the 
purposes of implementation and enforcement of the grease and grit trap program, shall normally 
mean representatives of inspection department. 
 
Commercial grease generator means all commercial food preparation and food service 
establishments that may discharge grease including, but not limited to, bakeries, caterers, butcher 
shops, cafes, clubhouses, delicatessens, hospitals, hotels, restaurants, schools, institutions, or 
similar places where meat, poultry, seafood, dairy products, fried foods or other foods are 
prepared or served, but shall not apply to any residence not used for the commercial preparation 
and sale of food items or to an exempt establishment. 
 
Commercial/industrial grit generator means all commercial or industrial generators of liquid 
waste containing petroleum-based oil and grease wastes, and inorganic solids including, but not 
limited to, automotive or heavy machinery repair and/or washing facilities. Those facilities 
monitored under the city’s federally and state approved pretreatment program shall be exempted 
from the provisions of this section. 
 
Exempt establishment means: 
 

(1) A commercial establishment that operates for a maximum duration of ten days in 
connection with an annual event such as a fair, carnival, circus, public exhibition, or 
other public gathering; 

 
(2) A commercial establishment that sells or serves prepackaged or precooked foods that 

would require warning [warming] only or served without additional processing, no 
cooking; 

 
(3) A commercial establishment that serves only snow cones, drinks, or ice cream 

products; 
 

(4) Bars and clubs serving drinks only and where no food is prepared; 
 

(5) Produce markets without food grinders; 
 

(6) Grocery or convenience stores without food preparation, meat cutting, or packaging, 
delicatessens, or bakeries; 

 
(7) Day care centers who primarily serve microwave dishes, using single-service items. 

 
FOG (fats, oils and greases) means any petroleum-based or mineral-based oils and greases or 
animal and vegetable-based fats, oils and grease generated from the food preparation process. All 
are sometimes referred to herein as “grease” or “greases.” These substances are detectable and 
measurable using analytical procedures established in 40 CFR 136, as may be amended from time 
to time. 
 
Food means any substance, whether solid or liquid, and whether animal, vegetable, or fruit origin, 
intended to be used or commonly used as a food for human consumption. 
 
Food establishment means any place where food is manufactured, packaged, produced, 
processed, prepared, or served for commercial, public, or facility resident consumption. The term 
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includes any such place regardless of whether there is a charge for the food. The term does not 
include private homes where food is prepared for individual family consumption. 
 
Generator means a person who causes, creates, generates, stores, or otherwise produces liquid 
waste or owns property upon which liquid waste is caused, created, generated, stored, or 
produced, including but not limited to grease trap waste, grit trap waste, and food waste as a 
byproduct of a domestic or nondomestic activity other than merely as a result of mere residence at 
a nonbusiness location. “Generator” as used in this section includes both a commercial grease 
generator and a commercial/industrial grit generator. 
 
Grease trap means a receptacle utilized by commercial or industrial generators of liquid waste to 
intercept, collect, and restrict the passage or organic, inorganic, greasy or fatty liquid, semi-liquid, 
and/or solid wastes into both public and private sanitary sewers to which the receptacle is directly 
or indirectly connected. 
 
Grease trap waste means any organic, inorganic, greasy or fatty liquid, semi-liquid, and/or solid 
wastes collected by and ultimately removed from a grease trap for proper disposal. 
 
Grit trap means a receptacle utilized by commercial or industrial generators of liquid waste to 
intercept, collect, and restrict the passage of petroleum-based oil and grease wastes and inorganic 
or other solids into private and public sanitary sewers to which the receptacle is directly or 
indirectly connected. 
 
Grit trap waste means oil and grease wastes and inorganic solids generated by commercial, 
industrial, automotive or heavy machinery repair and/or washing facilities that are collected by 
and ultimately removed from a grit trap for disposal. 
 
Manifest means the written, multi-part documentation detailing the generator of the grease trap 
waste, who the transporter is, and the disposal facility for the waste. 
 
POTW means publicly owned treatment works as defined in 40 CFR section 403.3, including any 
amendments thereto; the municipal wastewater treatment system including the sanitary sewer 
system. 
 
Public works director means the person in charge of the city’s approved pretreatment program, or 
his authorized representative, which includes any person appointed by the public works director. 
 
Sampling port or sample well means an approved device or manhole installed in the facility sewer 
specifically designed to facilitate sampling of the wastewater discharge. 
 
Sanitary sewer means system of pipes, conduit, and treatment facilities owned or operated by the 
city which collect, transport, and treat sanitary sewage, and to which storm, surface, and ground 
waters are not intentionally or normally admitted. 
 
Separator truck means a truck equipped with a tank or other liquid-holding container designed to 
separate the grease portion from the waste removed from a grease trap and to return the other 
liquid portion to the trap. 
 
Total suspended solids means the total suspended matter that floats on the surface of or is 
suspended in water, wastewater, or other liquid, and which is removed by laboratory filtering. 
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(c) Prohibitions. 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful for a generator to introduce, or cause to be introduced, into a 
grease or grit trap or public sanitary sewer the following: 

 
(A) A generator shall not allow any frying vats to discharge into a grease trap, grit 

trap, or sanitary sewer or allow waste oil or grease to discharge to any drain or 
grease trap, grit trap, separator, interceptor, or sanitary sewer. Such waste shall 
be placed in a container specifically designed to hold such waste and either 
utilized by industry or disposed of at a suitable location; 

 
(B) A generator shall not discharge or cause to be discharged plastics, paper, 

nonbiodegradable oils or other nonbiodegradable materials; 
 

(C) Any wastewaters with a fat, oil and grease level in excess of 100 mg/l. 
 

(2) It shall be unlawful for a generator to divert wastewater around a collection point into 
the sanitary sewer or to a storm drainage system. 

 
(3) The use of separator trucks to pump grease traps and return the liquid portion to the 

grease trap is prohibited. 
 
(d) Responsibilities of generator. 
 

(1) A generator shall provide grease traps or grit traps when, in the opinion of the 
building official, they are necessary for the proper handling of wastewater. Appeals 
of the decision of the building official shall be handled as provided for other appeals 
under subsection (f) of this section. 

 
(2) Grease and grit traps shall be constructed to prevent fats, oils, or greases from 

entering the sanitary sewer in concentrations greater than 100 mg/l and shall be 
located so that they are easily accessible for cleaning, maintenance, and inspection. 
The installation of grease traps or grit traps shall comply with the requirements of the 
city’s plumbing code. 

 
(3) A generator shall properly install a sample port or sample well for ease in sampling 

the wastewater discharge from the grease or grit trap. Sample ports shall meet the 
following criteria: 

 
(A) The sample port shall be installed and maintained at the generator’s expense; 

 
(B) The sample port shall be installed as close as possible to the connection to the 

city sanitary sewer main within the bounds of the facility property; 
 

(C) The port shall be installed according to the specifications obtained from city 
inspection department. It shall be installed perpendicular to the effluent flow to 
allow visual observation and sampling; 

 
(D) The port shall be accessible for monitoring authorities; 
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(E) New facilities being constructed shall have the sample port installed before 
opening for business. Established generators shall install a sample port within 
six months of approval of this section; 

 
(F) Exempt establishments may be required to install a sample port for inspection 

purposes. 
 

(4) A generator of grease trap or grit trap waste shall have the trap serviced as frequently 
as necessary to prevent bypass or overflow, and to insure proper operation of the trap. 
Such generators, at a minimum, shall have the grease or grit trap cleaned once every 
three months. 

 
(5) If the city determines that quarterly cleaning of a grease or grit trap is not sufficient 

to prevent the discharge of fats, oil and grease in quantities less than 100 mg/l the city 
shall require more frequent cleaning of the grease trap when: 

 
(A) Twenty-five percent or more of the wetted height of the grease trap or 

interceptor, as measured from the bottom of the device to the invert of the 
outlet pipe, contains floating materials, sediment, oils or greases; 

 
(B) The discharge exceeds the discharge parameter set in this article; or 

 
(C) There is history of noncompliance. 

 
(6) A manifest shall be generated every time the grease or grit trap is pumped or cleaned. 

The generator shall sign a copy of the manifest as well as the driver. It shall be the 
responsibility of the generator to insure they receive a copy of the manifest from the 
hauler after the grease or grit trap has been cleaned and that they receive a final copy 
of the manifest after the waste has been disposed of at the final disposal site and the 
disposal facility has signed the manifest. A copy of the completed manifest shall be 
sent to city inspection department every time the facility’s grease or grit trap is 
serviced. The manifest shall be submitted within seven days of the servicing of the 
trap. 

 
(7) The generator shall keep copies of the completed grease or grit trap waste manifests 

for three years. 
 

(8) A generator shall have his trap serviced by a transporter having a valid registration 
with the state. 

 
(9) Grease and grit traps shall be inspected for seepage into the surrounding media 

whenever the trap has been pumped. The generator shall repair, replace, or install 
apparatus and equipment as necessary to ensure the proper operation and function of 
the trap. 

 
(10) A generator shall supervise the servicing of their grease or grit traps and shall ensure 

they are completely emptied by the transporter during such servicing. The transporter 
shall not return any material to the grease or grit trap once the trap has been cleaned. 

 
(11) A generator shall clean up or cause to be cleaned up all spills of liquid or solid waste 

and shall have the waste properly disposed of by the transporter. 
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(12) A generator that is located in a multi-user building may be required to separate 

sanitary sewer flows from adjacent sites and install a water submeter to measure 
individual water consumption or utilize some other method approved by the building 
official or his designee. 

 
(13) The cost of complying with all subsections of this section shall be the responsibility 

of the property owner and their lessees. These costs include but are not limited to any 
maintenance, analysis, grease or grit trap cleaning, repair, replacement, or 
modification, and installation of sample wells or ports. 

 
(e) Bioremediation. 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful for any generator to introduce, cause, or permit the introduction 
of any bioremediation media into a grease trap except as authorized by the public 
works director. 

 
(2) Bioremediation media may be used with the public works director’s approval if a 

generator proves to the public works director’s satisfaction that: 
 

(A) The media will be a pure, live, bacterial product and will not contain any 
surfactants, emulsifiers, or substances which act as a solvent for fats, oils, or 
greases; 

 
(B) The amount of fat, oil and grease discharged to the sanitary sewer after the use 

of the media will not exceed the discharge limits for oil and grease of 100 mg/l; 
 

(C) The pH of the discharge will not be less than 6.0 or greater than 9.0; 
 

(D) The use of the media shall not reduce the buoyancy of the grease layer in the 
grease trap and shall not increase the potential of oil and grease to be 
discharged to the sanitary sewer; 

 
(E) The media shall not be destroyed by the use of domestic or commercial 

disinfectants and detergents or hot water; 
 

(F) Any waste pumped from the grease or grit trap after use of the media must be 
acceptable at disposal sites for the waste; 

 
(G) The use of the bioremediation media shall not cause foaming in the sanitary 

sewer. 
 
(f) Request for exemption. 
 

(1) If generator believes that quarterly pumping of their grease or grit trap is not justified 
that generator shall request in writing an exemption to the requirement. To qualify for 
the exemption the generator must: 

 
(A) Have an independent laboratory sample and analyze a monthly grab 

wastewater discharge sample for oil and grease; 
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(B) The samples shall be collected from the sample port or well; 
 

(C) When analyzed the oil and grease shall be less than 100 mg/l. 
 

(2) If a generator believes that they do not need a grease or grit trap and do not fall into 
any of the exempted categories they shall submit to the building official the following 
information to prove their exemption: 

 
(A) The name, address, and telephone number of the business; 

 
(B) The name of the manager or other contact at the business; 

 
(C) A description of the business; 

 
(D) The type, size, and maintenance schedules of any wastewater pretreatment 

devices; 
 

(E) The names of all haulers of any waste and recycled products who have hauled 
from the business in the previous year; 

 
(F) A statement of whether employees are trained in waste disposal practices; 

 
(G) A plan showing the locations of all water and sewer connections, fixtures, 

sample ports, backflow prevention devices, and any other treatment devices; 
 

(H) A copy of all printed menus if it is an eating establishment; 
 

(I) A description of any changes planned to the structure; 
 

(J) Any planned significant changes to the user’s operation or system which might 
alter the nature, quality, or volume of its wastewater; 

 
(K) A statement as to why the generator believes it qualifies for an exemption; 

 
(L) Any other information as may be deemed necessary by the building official to 

evaluate the wastewater discharge. 
 

(3) The building official shall make a decision in regard to all requests. Should the 
generator disagree with the decision of the building official, the generator may appeal 
such decision in writing within five days after the written decision of the building 
official. The appeal shall be to the city manager and shall include any evidence the 
generator wishes to provide to prove that the required pumping of grease or grit traps 
is not necessary. The decision of the city manager shall be final. 

 
(g) Monitoring and surcharges for FOG, BOD and TSS concentrations. 
 

(1) Generators shall, once a year, submit to the inspection department, an analytical 
report documenting the FOG, BOD and TSS concentration discharged to the sanitary 
sewer. Samples will not be taken within one week of having the grease or grit trap 
cleaned; exceptions shall be granted if the trap is being pumped out on a weekly 
basis. 
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(2) The sampling and analysis shall be performed by an independent laboratory 

according to the requirements of 40 CFR part 136. 
 

(3) All wastewater samples shall be representative of the generator’s discharge. 
 

(4) Representatives of building official or designee may also sample a generator’s 
facility at any reasonable time. 

 
(h) Right of entry, inspection and sampling. 
 

(1) It shall be unlawful for a generator to refuse to allow the building official or their 
authorized representative to enter their premises during business hours to determine 
whether the generator is complying with all the requirements of this section. A 
generator shall allow the building official or their authorized representative access to 
all parts of the premises for the purposes of inspection, sampling, records 
examination, copying, and the performance of all other duties. 

 
(2) If the building official or their authorized representative has been refused access to a 

building, structure, or property, or any part thereof, and is able to demonstrate 
probable cause to believe there may be a violation of this section, or that there is a 
need to inspect and/or sample as part of a routine inspection and sampling program of 
the city designed to verify compliance with this section, to protect the overall public 
health, safety, and welfare of the community, or to protect the wastewater collection 
system or POTW, then the building official may seek issuance of a search warrant 
from any court of competent jurisdiction. 

 
(i) Penalties. 
 

(1) If the POTW determines that a generator is responsible for a blockage of a collection 
system line the generator shall owe a civil penalty of $1,000.00 for the first violation, 
$1,500.00 for a second violation, and $2,000.00 for the third violation within a two-
year period. Continuous violations shall result in an increase in penalty by $500.00 
and may also result in termination of services. The determination shall be made by 
inspecting the grease or grit traps in the area, noting their condition, and taking 
wastewater discharge samples from the sample ports. Those facilities which have 
discharges with fat, oil and grease above 150 mg/l, or have not had their grease or 
grit traps pumped out quarterly (or the documentation to prove the pumping of the 
grease or grit trap was not necessary), shall be considered responsible for the 
blockage. 

 
(2) Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be subject to the cost 

for enforcement monitoring and a civil penalty up to $500.00 for the first violation, a 
civil penalty not to exceed $1,000.00 for the second violation, a civil penalty not to 
exceed $1,500.00 for the third violation, and a not to exceed $2,000.00 civil penalty 
for the fourth violation within a two-year period. Consistent violations will result in a 
$500.00 increase in civil penalty and may result in termination of service. 

 
(3) The building official may suspend water service and/or wastewater service to a 

generator to stop an actual or threatened discharge which presents or may present an 
imminent or substantial endangerment to the health or welfare of persons, or to the 
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environment, or causes interference to the POTW and/or the sanitary sewer system. 
Service may also be suspended if the generator refuses to abide by this section or pay 
any penalty issued. 

 
(4) If a generator is penalized, they may file a written appeal to the city manager. The 

appeal shall include evidence proving that the generator did not violate this section 
and the appeal shall be filed within five city working days of the generator receiving 
the penalty. The decision of the city manager shall be final. 

 
(j) Adjustment of standards. The technical standards set out in this section shall be 
automatically adjusted to conform to any amendment to state or federal law which changes such 
standards. The technical standards applicable to generators in the city shall always be the same as 
the standards for such generators established by state or federal law. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-63; 1991 Code, sec. 31-73; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-652, sec. 1, adopted 3/13/08; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, 
sec. 46-95; Ordinance 22-927 adopted 4/14/22) 
 
§12.04.009 Discharge of certain wastes subject to review and approval. 
 
The admission into the sanitary sewers of any waters or wastes: 
 

(1) Having a five-day biochemical oxygen demand greater than 200 and less than 1,000 
milligrams per liter (mg/l); 

 
(2) Containing more than 200 milligrams per liter (mg/l) of suspended solids; 

 
(3) Containing any quantity of substances having the characteristics described in section 

12.04.006; or 
 

(4) Having an average daily flow greater than five percent of the average daily sewage 
flow of the city; 

 
shall be subject to the review and approval of the public works director. Discharges meeting these 
criteria may be subject to additional impact fees and monthly charges where each service 
connection will be calculated as multiple connections. That multiplier will be determined by the 
public works director. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-64; 1991 Code, sec. 31-74; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-96) 
 
§12.04.010 Preliminary treatment facilities. 
 
(a) Where a new facility of commercial or industrial significance is planned for development 
within the ETJ of the city, the following steps shall be completed and submitted to the city’s 
utilities department prior to connection with water and/or sanitary sewer service: 
 

(1) The potential user shall thoroughly read and understand the conditions of this order 
and indicate the same by signing and dating the order and initialing each page. The 
potential user is to return a signed, dated and initialed copy of the order. 
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(2) The potential user shall submit site drawings, in plan view, of the proposed facility 
clearly showing access to the facility, all sample points, north arrow, and all floor 
surface and roof drains and their destination, and any other pertinent details relating 
to its discharge of waste. 

 
(b) Any potential user proposing to discharge wastewater into the city sewer in any quantity 
shall be subject to the following and will comply with the following upon request by the city, at 
the potential users expense. 
 

(1) Sample port (control manhole). All potential users are required to provide a sample 
port, for the purpose of drawing samples from time to time for the monitoring of 
waste discharged into the city sewer. All flows from the facility shall first pass 
through a sample port prior to discharge into the city sewer. All sample ports shall be 
easily accessible by city personnel or its assigns, and shall be accessible 24 hours a 
day. 

 
(2) Fats, oils, grease, and sand collection traps (interceptors). The potential user shall be 

required to provide for the proper control and handling of liquid wastes containing 
grease, oil, sand and/or grit in amounts that, in the opinion of the city, will impair the 
proper function of any sanitary sewer line or as to reduce the total suspended solids to 
200 mg/l, and fats, oils, and greases to 100 mg/l. All collection traps shall be subject 
to the approval of the city. All collection traps shall be easily accessible by city 
personnel or its assigns, and shall be accessible 24 hours a day. Note that a sample 
port (as indicated in subsection (b)(1) of this section) is necessary downstream of all 
collection traps. The potential user shall insure the proper cleaning of the collection 
traps and proper disposal of the captured materials. The potential user shall attach all 
special waste manifests accumulated from the previous year and send to the city for 
their records. 

 
(3) Pretreatment facilities. Where necessary or in the opinion of the city, the potential 

user shall provide pretreatment facilities which may be necessary to reduce the 
concentrations of the noncompliant parameters and to meet the requirements of 
section 12.04.005 (use of public sewers generally) and section 12.04.006 
(enumeration of prohibited discharges), which also includes the design and 
installation of surge basins. 

 
(4) Pollutant extraction equipment. At such facilities where operations occur which 

require the capture and storage of toxic chemicals, metals, or other prohibited 
substances, including but not limited to X-ray machines, film development 
equipment, spent automotive oil and antifreeze vessels, or material treating, coating, 
finishing, and/or processing procedures, the potential producer shall insure the proper 
disposal of such captured substances. The potential producer shall attach all special 
waste manifests accumulated from the previous year and send to the city for their 
records. 

 
(c) The bypassing of any item identified above is strictly prohibited and cause for enforcement 
or penalties as indicated in section 12.04.013 (enforcement) unless prior notification is reasonably 
provided to the city and permission is granted by the city. 
 
(d) Signed and sealed plans and specifications (and any other pertinent information) relating to 
the proposed preliminary treatment facilities as required above shall be submitted for the approval 
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of the city or its assigns. The construction or placement of such facilities shall not be permitted 
until such approvals are obtained in writing or proper review has occurred. 
 
(e) Where the removal of stored or captured waste is necessary, a special waste manifest shall 
be completed and will provide the following information for each removal episode: 
 

(1) Generator name; 
 

(2) Generator address; 
 

(3) Removal services name; 
 

(4) Removal services address; 
 

(5) Contact person of the removal service; 
 

(6) Phone number of the removal service; 
 

(7) Type of waste removed; 
 

(8) Quantity of waste removed. 
 
(f) Any sludge or other material removed from the waste by the pretreatment facility shall be 
disposed in accordance with applicable federal, state and local laws. The city will not accept 
sludge produced at a pretreatment or separation facility for further treatment at the WWTP. 
 
(g) Except where expressly authorized by applicable pretreatment standards, no user shall 
increase the use of process water or, in any other way, attempt to dilute its waste discharge as a 
partial or complete substitute for adequate treatment to achieve compliance with the discharge 
standards established in this order. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-65; 1991 Code, sec. 31-75; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-97) 
 
§12.04.011 Control manhole. 
 
When required by the building official, the owner of any property served by a sewer carrying 
industrial wastes shall install a suitable control manhole in the sewer to facilitate observation, 
sampling and measurement of the wastes. Such manhole, when required, shall be accessibly and 
safely located, and shall be constructed in accordance with plans approved by the building 
official. The manhole shall be installed by the owner at his expense and shall be maintained by 
him so as to be safe and accessible at all times. (1973 Code, sec. 31-66; 1991 Code, sec. 31-76; 
Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, 
sec. 46-98) 
 
§12.04.012 Measurements, tests and analyses. 
 
All measurements, tests and analyses of the characteristics of waters and wastes to which 
reference is made in section 12.04.006 and section 12.04.009 shall be determined in accordance 
with the latest edition of Standard Methods for Examination of Water and Waste Water, prepared 
for publication jointly by the American Public Health Association, the American Water Works 
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Association and the Water Environment Federation, and shall be determined at the control 
manhole provided for in section 12.04.011 or upon suitable samples taken at the control manhole. 
In the event that no special manhole has been required, the control manhole shall be considered to 
be the nearest downstream manhole in the public sewer to the point at which the building sewer is 
connected. (1973 Code, sec. 31-67; 1991 Code, sec. 31-77; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 
6/14/07; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, sec. 46-99) 
 
§12.04.013 Enforcement. 
 
(a) Enforcement monitoring will be performed as necessary by the city. Any person found to 
be violating any provision of this article shall be served by the city with written notice stating the 
nature of the violation and providing three days, or more, for the satisfactory correction thereof. 
The offender shall, within the period of time stated in such notice, permanently cease all 
violations. If the offender continues any violation after the expiration of the time stated, the 
mayor may prohibit the further use of the sewer system by the offender and may remove or close 
the offender’s sewage and water connections. The city may charge applicable fees for the 
enforcement monitoring and reinstatement of service. Fines will accrue from the date of written 
notice. 
 
(b) Any person who shall continue any violation beyond the time limit provided for in 
subsection (a) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Each day in which any violation shall continue 
shall be deemed a separate offense. Each offense is punishable by a fine in accordance with the 
general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. 
 
(c) Any person violating any of the provisions of this article shall become liable to the city for 
any expense, loss or damage occasioned by the city by reason of such violation. 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 31-68; 1991 Code, sec. 31-78; Ordinance 07-640, sec. 1, adopted 6/14/07; 
Ordinance 08-652, sec. 2, adopted 3/13/08; Ordinance 08-656, sec. 1, adopted 5/8/08; 2007 Code, 
sec. 46-100; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
 

ARTICLE 12.05 WATER AND SEWER MAIN EXTENSIONS 
 
§12.05.001 Extensions authorized. 
 
The city, upon written application made therefor, may extend water mains and lines and sewer 
lines and appurtenances thereto in the streets and alleys or easements within the city in order to 
permit connections with persons desiring and seeking water or sewer service. (1973 Code, sec. 
31-81; 1991 Code, sec. 31-96; 2007 Code, sec. 46-129) 
 
§12.05.002 Deposit of estimated cost. 
 
A deposit shall be obtained from the person desiring the water and/or sewer extension in an 
amount equal to the entire estimated cost of the extension, main line or sewer line, complete in 
place, before the extension is laid and installed. (1973 Code, sec. 31-82; 1991 Code, sec. 31-97; 
2007 Code, sec. 46-130) 
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§12.05.003 Participation in cost by owners of intervening property. 
 
The owners of all intervening property served by the water main or line or sewer line extension 
shall be required to pay a charge based upon a front foot rate method arrived at by multiplying the 
number of front feet of the lot or tract to be served by the average cost per foot of the extension. 
The amount so collected shall be refunded to the person advancing the whole cost of such 
extension. In no event shall the person advancing the cost of the water main or line or sewer line 
extensions be refunded an amount that would represent any part of the front foot rate charged 
against their own property that can be served by the given extension. (1973 Code, sec. 31-83; 
1991 Code, sec. 31-98; 2007 Code, sec. 46-131) 
 
§12.05.004 Modification of charges. 
 
In the event a property or a tract of land is so situated or shaped that the front foot rule provided 
for in this article creates an inequitable basis for the connection fee or charge to be made, the city 
engineer and the mayor shall determine the proper charges in accordance with the intent and 
purpose of this article. (1973 Code, sec. 31-84; 1991 Code, sec. 31-99; 2007 Code, sec. 46-132) 
 
§12.05.005 Adjustments between estimated cost and actual cost. 
 
Where deposits have been made in accordance with this article, if the portion of the estimated 
cost deposited exceeds the portion of the actual cost required to be paid by the person desiring the 
extension, a refund shall be made to such person by the city. In the event the actual cost exceeds 
the estimated cost, such person shall pay to the city the amount of the deficit. (1973 Code, sec. 
31-85; 1991 Code, sec. 31-100; 2007 Code, sec. 46-133) 
 
§12.05.006 Limitation on refunds. 
 
Any balance of the original deposit made by an owner of property under the provisions of this 
article remaining after a period of one year from the date of the original application for an 
extension shall become the property of the city. (1973 Code, sec. 31-86; 1991 Code, sec. 31-101; 
2007 Code, sec. 46-134) 
 
§12.05.007 Availability of funds or materials. 
 
In no event may the city be required to make extensions in accordance with the provisions of this 
article if there are no funds or materials available for that purpose. (1973 Code, sec. 31-87; 1991 
Code, sec. 31-102; 2007 Code, sec. 46-135) 
 
§12.05.008 Disposition of funds collected. 
 
Any and all forms of money collected as a cost, fee or collection charge in the manner set out in 
this article shall be credited to the water account in regard to money collected for extension of 
water mains and lines and appurtenances, and all money collected for extensions of sewer lines 
and appurtenances shall be credited to the general fund. (1973 Code, sec. 31-88; 1991 Code, sec. 
31-103; 2007 Code, sec. 46-136) 
 
§12.05.009 No vested rights. 
 
No person shall acquire any vested rights under the terms and provisions of this article. (1973 
Code, sec. 31-90; 1991 Code, sec. 31-104; 2007 Code, sec. 46-137) 
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ARTICLE 12.06 PROTECTION OF WATER SUPPLY 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§12.06.001 Sanitary control easements. 
 
(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to protect the water supply of all public wells in the 
city by means of sanitary control easements and regulation. 
 
(b) Regulations. 
 

(1) Groundwater sources shall be located so that there will be no danger of pollution 
from flooding or from sanitary surroundings, such as privies, sewage, sewage 
treatment plants, livestock and animal pens, solid waste disposal sites or underground 
petroleum and chemical storage tanks and liquid transmission pipelines, or 
abandoned and improperly sealed wells. 

 
(2) The construction, existence, and/or operation of the following within a 150-foot 

radius of any water well in the city is prohibited: septic tank or sewage treatment 
perforated drainfields; areas irrigated by low dosage, low angle spray on-site sewage 
facilities; absorption beds; evapotranspiration beds; abandoned, inoperative or 
improperly constructed water wells of any depth; underground petroleum and 
chemical storage tanks or liquid transmission pipelines; sewage treatment plants; 
sewage wet wells; sewage pumping stations; drainage ditches which contain 
industrial waste discharges or wastes from sewage treatment systems; animal feed 
lots; solid waste disposal sites; landfill and dump sites; lands on which sewage plant 
or septic tank sludge is applied; lands irrigated by sewage plant effluent; military 
facilities; industrial facilities; wood-treatment facilities; liquid petroleum and 
petrochemical production, storage, and transmission facilities; class 1, 2, 3 and 4 
injection wells; pesticide storage and missing [mixing] facilities; and all other 
constructions or operations that could pollute the groundwater sources of a water 
well. For the purpose of this section, improperly constructed water wells are those 
wells which do not meet the surface and subsurface construction standards for a 
public water well. The city shall have the right to enter all properties within a 150-
foot radius of any public water supply well for the purpose of inspection and to verify 
that no potential sources of pollution exist as prohibited by this section. 

 
(3) No well site shall be located within 500 feet of a sewage treatment plant or within 

300 feet of a sewage wet well, sewage pumping station, or a drainage ditch which 
contains industrial waste discharges or the wastes from sewage treatment systems. 

 
(4) No water wells shall be located within 500 feet of animal feed lots, solid waste 

disposal sites, lands on which sewage plant or septic tank sludge is applied, or lands 
irrigated by sewage plant effluent. 

 
(5) All known abandoned or inoperative wells (unused wells that have not been plugged) 

within 1/4 mile of a proposed well site shall be reported to the TCEQ along with 
existing or potential pollution hazards. These reports are required for community and 
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nontransient, noncommunity groundwater sources. This information must be 
submitted prior to construction or as required by the executive director of the TCEQ. 

 
(c) Prohibited uses within 50 feet. The construction, existence and/or operation of tile or 
concrete sanitary sewers, sewer appurtenances, septic tanks, storm sewers, cemeteries, and/or the 
existence of livestock in pastures is specifically prohibited within a 50-foot radius of any public 
water well located within the city. 
 
(d) Permitted exceptions. This section permits the construction of homes or buildings upon the 
real property and farming and ranching operations, as long as there is strict compliance with 
subsections (b) and (c) above. 
 
(e) Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a class C 
misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof by a court of competent jurisdiction shall be punished 
by a fine in an amount in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this 
code. Each and every day such violation continues or is allowed to exist shall constitute a 
separate offense. 
 
(Ordinance 21-896 adopted 3/25/21; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§§12.06.002–12.06.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Sanitation and Pollution Control Near Public Water Supply Wells 
 
§12.06.031 Purpose. 
 
(a) This division sets forth uniform requirements for the users and the construction of facilities 
in or on land within one hundred fifty feet (150') of the wells in order to promote sanitary 
conditions in and around such wells, to secure all such land from pollution hazards, and to enable 
the city to comply with all applicable state and local regulations. 
 
(b) The objective of this division is to prevent certain uses and the construction of facilities in 
or on land surrounding the wells, which might create a danger of pollution to the water produced 
from such wells. 
 
(Ordinance 13-715, sec. 1, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-401; Ordinance 21-908, sec. 1, 
adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.032 Definitions. 
 
Unless the context requires otherwise, the following terms and phrases, as used in this division, 
shall have the meanings hereinafter designated: 
 
Ordinance shall mean the ordinance from which this division is derived establishing rules and 
regulations regarding sanitary and pollution control of the area in proximity to the city’s public 
water supply wells. 
 
Person shall mean any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, company, corporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity, or any other legal entity, or its 
legal representatives, agents, successors, or assigns. 
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Wells shall mean the water wells owned and operated by the city, which are more specifically 
identified and described in exhibit “A” attached to the ordinance from which this section is 
derived and made a part hereof. 
 
(Ordinance 13-715, sec. 2, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-402; Ordinance 21-908, sec. 2, 
adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.033 Prohibited activities. 
 
The following activities are prohibited within the designated areas of land surrounding the wells: 
 

(1) Construction and/or operation of any underground petroleum and/or chemical storage 
tank, liquid transmission pipeline, stock pen, feedlot, dump grounds, privy, cesspool, 
sewage treatment plant, sewage wet well, sewage pumping station, drainage ditch 
which contains industrial waste discharges or the wastes from sewage treatment 
systems, solid waste disposal site, land on which sewage plant or septic tank sludge is 
applied, land irrigated by sewage plant effluent, septic tank perforated drain field, 
absorption bed, evapotranspiration bed, area irrigated by low dosage, lowangle spray 
on-site sewage facility, military facility, industrial facility, wood treatment facility, 
liquid petroleum and petrochemical production, storage, and/or transmission facility, 
class 1, 2, 3, 4 and/or 5 injection well, pesticide storage and/or mixing facility, 
abandoned well, inoperative well, improperly constructed water well of any depth, 
and all other construction or operation that could create an unsanitary condition is 
prohibited within, upon, or across all areas of land within a 150-foot radius of the 
wells. For the purposes of this division, “improperly constructed water wells” are 
those wells that do not meet the surface and subsurface construction standards for a 
public water supply well. 

 
(2) Construction and/or operation of tile or concrete sanitary sewers, sewer 

appurtenances, septic tanks, storm sewers, and cemeteries is specifically prohibited 
within, upon, or across any area of land within a 50-foot radius of the wells. 

 
(3) Construction of homes or building upon any area of land within a 150-foot radius of 

the wells is permitted, provided the restrictions described in subsections (1) and (2) 
above are met. 

 
(4) Normal farming and ranching operations are not prohibited by this division; 

provided, however, livestock shall not be allowed within a 50-foot radius of the 
wells. 

 
(Ordinance 13-715, sec. 3, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-403; Ordinance 21-908, sec. 3, 
adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.034 Right of entry. 
 
City employees, or authorized representatives of the city, bearing proper credentials and 
identification, shall be permitted to immediately enter upon any premises located within a 150- 
foot radius of any well to conduct any inspection or observation necessary to enforce this 
division. (Ordinance 13-715, sec. 4, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-404; Ordinance 21-908, 
sec. 4, adopted 11/11/21) 
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§12.06.035 Penalty. 
 
Any person who shall violate any provision of this division shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined in an amount in accordance with the general 
penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this code. Each day of violation shall constitute a separate 
offense. (Ordinance 13-715, sec. 5, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 12-405; Ordinance 21-908, 
sec. 5, adopted 11/11/21; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.06.036 Removal of prohibited construction or use. 
 
Any person who shall violate any provision of this division shall be required to remove the 
prohibited construction or potential source of contamination within 10 days after notification that 
they are in violation of this division. (Ordinance 13-715, sec. 6, adopted 2/26/13; 2007 Code, sec. 
12-406; Ordinance 21-908, sec. 6, adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.037 Superceding regulation or statute. 
 
Whenever any applicable statute, regulation, or permit of any state, federal, or other agency, 
having jurisdiction over the subject matter of this division, is in conflict herewith, the stricter 
requirement shall apply, unless mandated otherwise. (Ordinance 21-908, sec. 7, adopted 
11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.038 State or county roads within 150 feet of public water supply wells. 
 
State Farm to Market Road 1960 is known to be located closer than 150 feet to Water Supply 
Well Number 7. (Ordinance 21-908, sec. 9, adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.039 Railroads within 150 feet of public water supply wells. 
 
Railroads operated by Union Pacific Railroad are known to be located closer than 150 feet to 
Water Supply Well Number 6. (Ordinance 21-908, sec. 10, adopted 11/11/21) 
 
§12.06.040 Other public right-of-way within 150 feet of public water supply wells. 
 
Deerbrook Mall Loop Road, a privately owned roadway open to the public, is known to be 
located closer than 150 feet to Water Supply Well Number 8. JM Hester Street, a street owned 
and maintained by the city, is known to be located closer than 150 feet to Water Supply Well 
Number 7. Canterbury Drive, a street owned and maintained by the city, is known to be located 
closer than 150 feet to Water Supply Well Number 8. (Ordinance 21-908, sec. 11, adopted 
11/11/21) 
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ARTICLE 12.07 WATER CONSERVATION AND DROUGHT RESPONSE 
 

Division 1. Generally 
 
§§12.07.001–12.07.030 Reserved. 
 

Division 2. Water Conservation 
 
§12.07.031 Water conservation plan adopted. 
 
(a) The city has implemented this water conservation plan in accordance with the Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), Texas Administrative Code, title 30, chapter 
288. The provisions of chapter 288 require the city to develop, submit, and implement a water 
conservation plan to minimize municipal water use through implementation of efficient water use 
practices. The city has followed these guidelines set forth by the TCEQ in preparing this 
document for municipal uses. 
 
(b) The TCEQ requires a water conservation plan to include the following: 
 

(1) Utility profile. 
 

(2) Conservation coordinator. 
 

(3) Water conservation goals. 
 

(4) Tracking targets and goals. 
 

(5) Production meters. 
 

(6) Program for universal metering. 
 

(7) Water loss control program. 
 

(8) Leak detection program. 
 

(9) Public education and information program. 
 

(10) Water rate structure. 
 

(11) Wholesale or contract. 
 

(12) Documentation of coordination with the regional water planning groups. 
 
(c) Additional water conservation strategies may be implemented in order to achieve the stated 
water conservation goals of the plan. 
 
(Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
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§12.07.032 Utility profile. 
 
Utility profile data for the city is provided in appendix A attached to Ordinance 20-876. Appendix 
A includes data regarding existing and projected population, number of connections, water 
production, metered water usage, and utility system information. Note: This information was 
submitted online only. (Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.033 Conservation coordinator. 
 
The city’s public works director is designated as the water conservation coordinator and is 
responsible for implementing the water conservation plan. (Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 
7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.034 Water conservation goals. 
 
(a) The goal of the plan is to continue to reduce the quantity of water consumed per-capita and 
to continue to reduce unaccounted water loss. The plan includes strategies to reduce per-capita 
water consumption of its citizens and city facilities by using water-conserving fixtures and by 
encouraging conservation habits. 
 
(b) If the goals are attained, it should reduce the city’s seasonal water consumption peaks. The 
demand reduction goals developed in this plan are shown on table 1.1 below. Included in the table 
are the projected five (5) and ten (10) year goals for reducing water consumption and system 
leakage. 
 

Table 1.1. Projected Water Conservation Goals 
 

Description Units 2018 Actual 2024 Projected 2029 Projected 
Population  15,616 17,375 19,030 

Total water use 
Gallons per day 

per capita 
166 170 165 

Unaccounted-for 
water loss 

Percent (%) 10.2% 10% 10% 

 
(Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.035 Water conservation plan elements. 
 
(a) Water production metering. The city has 5 water supply wells and a contract to purchase 
surface water from the City of Houston to meet the city’s groundwater reduction plan. The city 
provides all its water to customers on a supply and demand basis. The City of Houston meters the 
water produced at the surface water treatment plant and delivered to the City of Humble, and the 
city meters flow from each of its groundwater supply wells. 
 
(b) Universal metering and meter testing/replacement. 
 

(1) Metering the amount of water being used by customers is an essential part of any 
water utility. Metering accounts for the amount of water being used and also helps to 
curb the misuse of water. All customer water use is metered, and it is unlawful to use 
water from the city’s water supply without it being metered by a city-owned water 
meter. 
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(2) Currently in place at the city is a regularly scheduled maintenance program of water 

meter testing, repair, and replacement in accordance with the following time 
intervals: 

 
(A) Water well production meters and the City of Houston surface water supply 

master meters are tested once per year. 
 

(B) Customer meters larger than three inches are tested once per year. 
 

(C) Customer meters larger than one-inch, but less than three-inch, are tested once 
every five years. 

 
(D) Meters one-inch and smaller are tested as needed. 

 
(3) The city typically replaces small residential meters based on abnormally high or low 

registered water usage, and when the meter register appears broken or damaged. 
 
(c) Determination and control of water loss. 
 

(1) Unaccounted-for water is the difference in volume between the water produced at the 
water production plants and the water measured at the point of delivery to water 
users. Unaccounted-for water can include several categories: 

 
(A) Inaccuracies in meters. 

 
(B) Water service meters to customers which are in use but are not in the billing 

and accounting system by error. 
 

(C) Losses due to water main breaks and leaks in the water distribution system. 
 

(D) Losses due to illegal connections and theft. 
 

(E) Unmetered water used for firefighting. 
 

(2) Measures to control unaccounted-for water are part of the routine operations of city 
maintenance personnel. Maintenance crews and personnel are asked to look for and 
report evidence of leaks in the water distribution system. The leak detection and 
repair program is described in subsection (d) of this section. 

 
(3) With the measures described in this plan, the city intends to reduce water loss. The 

annual TWDB water use survey and water loss audit reports are tools used by the city 
to monitor water loss. 

 
(d) Leak detection and repair. The city is responsible for the water distribution system, and 
monitors water consumption. City personnel are on watch for water leaks, defective fire hydrants, 
abandoned services, and unmetered water usage. The city will estimate water used for line 
flushing and other municipal uses. The city will watch for inaccurate or leaking meters, illegal 
hook-ups, and unauthorized use of fire hydrants. Once water leaks are detected, corrective repairs 
will be undertaken in a timely manner. 
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(e) Public education. In recognition of public participation in water conservation, city water 
users will be provided materials on methods to save water. The city will provide public education 
programs using one or more of the following methods: 
 

(1) Public and civic organization meetings. 
 

(2) Publish articles in water bills concerning water conservation (published before the 
city’s high usage season). 

 
(3) Posters and public displays. 

 
(4) School programs, book cover distribution, and participation in the Water Wise 

Program. 
 

(5) New customer water conservation information to be given to new customers upon 
new service installation. This will also be provided to customers that complain of 
high water usage. 

 
(6) Conservation literature and brochures will be displayed at city hall and public works. 

 
(7) Information posted on the city’s website. 

 
(f) Water rate structure. The city maintains a water rate structure which is not “promotional.” 
The schedule of monthly rates and charges for water services furnished by the city to its water 
customers is in appendix B attached to Ordinance 20-876. 
 
(g) Wholesale water supply contracts. Every contract for wholesale water by the city that is 
entered into, renewed, or extended after the adoption of this water conservation plan will include 
a requirement that the wholesale customer and any wholesale customers of that wholesale 
customer develop and implement a water conservation plan meeting the requirements of title 30, 
part 1, chapter 288, subchapter A, rule 228.2 of the Texas Administrative Code. The requirement 
will also extend to each successive wholesale customer in the resale of the water. 
 
(h) Water reuse/recycling. The city reuses water at its wastewater treatment plant for various 
process water needs (belt filter press, chemical feed, spraying, etc.). The city currently does not 
recycle treated wastewater effluent to customers at the present time. 
 
(i) Water conservation plumbing fixtures. 
 

(1) The city will make information available through its public education program 
(subsection (e) of this section) for plumbers and customers to utilize when purchasing 
and installing plumbing fixtures, lawn watering equipment or water-using appliances. 
Information regarding retrofit devices, such as low-flow showerheads or toilet dams 
that reduce water usage by replacing or modifying existing fixtures or appliances is 
provided. 

 
(2) The city will also encourage the use of the following water-conserving devices: 

 
(A) Toilet displacement bottles. 

 
(B) Water closet dams. 
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(C) Flow restrictors. 

 
(D) Reduced flow shower heads. 

 
(E) Shower cutoff valves. 

 
(F) Faucet aerators. 

 
(G) Pipe insulation. 

 
(j) Water conservation landscaping. 
 

(1) When issuing building permits, the city will encourage: 
 

(A) Landscape architects to recommend low-watering-need plants and grasses, as 
well as timed irrigation systems in preparing a site and facility plans. 

 
(B) Nurseries and local businesses to suggest plants and grasses that require little 

watering and including efficient landscape watering devices. 
 

(C) Residential property owners to require sprinkler system companies to design 
and construct water-conserving systems. 

 
(2) In order to reduce demand on the city’s water system by landscape watering, the city 

encourages: 
 

(A) Irrigation contractors to use drip irrigation systems when possible and to design 
all irrigation systems with water conservation features, such as sprinklers that 
emit large drops rather than a fine mist and a sprinkler layout that 
accommodates prevailing wind direction. 

 
(B) Commercial establishments to use drip irrigation for landscape watering when 

possible and to install only ornamental fountains that recycle and use the 
minimum amount of water. 

 
(C) Prohibiting irrigation systems that spray directly onto impervious surfaces or 

onto other non-irrigated areas. 
 

(D) Requirements that all new irrigation systems be in compliance with state 
design and installation regulations (TAC title 30, part 1, chapter 344). 

 
(Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.036 Coordination with regional water planning groups. 
 
The service area of the city is located within the state water development board’s Houston 
Regional Water Planning Area (Region H) and the city has provided a copy of this plan to TWDB 
Region H. (Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
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§12.07.037 Appendices. 
 
The city water conservation plan appendices are attached to Ordinance 20-876 as exhibit A and 
are made part of this division, save and except such portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified 
or amended, and to the same extent are hereby adopted and incorporated as fully as if set out at 
length herein, and the provisions thereof shall be controlling, and the same are hereby adopted as 
the official policy of the city. (Ordinance 20-876, sec. 2, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§§12.07.038–12.07.060 Reserved. 
 

Division 3. Drought Contingency Plan 
 
§12.07.061 Adopted. 
 
(a) In order to conserve the available water supply and protect the integrity of water supply 
facilities, with particular regard for domestic water use, sanitization, and fire protection and to 
protect and preserve public health, welfare, and safety and minimize the adverse impacts of water 
supply shortage or other water supply emergency conditions, the city hereby adopts the following 
regulations and restrictions on the delivery and consumption of water. 
 
(b) Water uses regulated or prohibited under this drought contingency plan (the plan) are 
considered to be non-essential and continuation of such uses during times of water shortage or 
other emergency water supply condition are deemed to constitute a waste of water which subjects 
the offender(s) to penalties as defined in section 12.07.070 of this plan. 
 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.062 Public involvement. 
 
Opportunity for the public to provide input into the preparation of the plan was provided by the 
city by means of scheduling and providing public notice of a public meeting to accept the plan. 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.063 Public education. 
 
The city will periodically provide the public with information about the plan, including 
information about the conditions under which each stage of the plan is to be initiated or 
terminated and the drought response measures to be implemented in each stage. This information 
will be provided by means of direct mailings, utility bill inserts, and the city’s website. 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.064 Coordination with regional water planning groups. 
 
The service area of the city is located within Region H and city has provided a copy of this plan 
to Region H. (Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.065 Authorization to implement plan. 
 
The city manager or his/her designee is hereby authorized and directed to implement the 
applicable provisions of this plan upon determination that such implementation is necessary to 
protect public health, safety, and welfare. The city manager or his/her designee shall have the 
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authority to initiate or terminate drought or other water supply emergency response measures as 
described in this plan. (Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.066 Applicability. 
 
The provisions of this plan shall apply to all persons, customers, and property utilizing water 
provided by the city. The terms “person” and “customer” as used in the plan include individuals, 
corporations, partnerships, associations, and all other legal entities. (Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, 
adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.067 Definitions. 
 
For the purposes of this plan, the following definitions shall apply: 
 
Aesthetic water use means water use for ornamental or decorative purposes such as fountains, 
reflecting pools, and water gardens. 
 
Commercial and institutional water use means water use which is integral to the operations of 
commercial and nonprofit establishments and governmental entities such as retail establishments, 
hotels and motels, restaurants, and office buildings. 
 
Conservation means those practices, techniques, and technologies that reduce the consumption of 
water, reduce the loss or waste of water, improve the efficiency in the use of water or increase the 
recycling and reuse of water so that a supply is conserved and made available for future or 
alternative uses. 
 
Customer means any person, company, or organization using water supplied by the city. 
 
Domestic water [use] means water use for personal needs or for household or sanitary purposes 
such as drinking, bathing, heating, cooking, sanitation, or for cleaning a residence, business, 
industry, or institution. 
 
Even-numbered address means street addresses, box numbers, or rural postal route numbers 
ending in 0, 2, 4, 6, or 8 and locations without addresses. 
 
Industrial water use means the use of water in processes designed to convert materials of lower 
value into forms having greater usability and value. 
 
Landscape irrigation use means water used for the irrigation and maintenance of landscaped 
areas, whether publicly or privately owned, including residential and commercial lawns, gardens, 
golf courses, parks, and rights-of-way and medians. 
 
Non-essential water use means water uses that are not essential nor required for the protection of 
public health, safety, and welfare, including: 
 

(1) Irrigation of landscape areas, including parks, athletic fields, and golf courses, except 
as otherwise provided under this plan; 

 
(2) Use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or other 

vehicle; 
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(3) Use of water to wash down any sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis 
courts, or other hard-surfaced areas; 

 
(4) Use of water to wash down buildings or structures for purposes other than immediate 

fire protection; 
 

(5) Flushing gutters or permitting water to run or accumulate in any gutter or street; 
 

(6) Use of water to fill, refill, or add to any indoor or outdoor swimming pools or 
Jacuzzi-type pools; 

 
(7) Use of water in a fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes except where 

necessary to support aquatic life; 
 

(8) Failure to repair a controllable leak(s) within a reasonable period after having been 
given notice directing the repair of such leak(s); and 

 
(9) Use of water from hydrants for construction purposes or any other purposes other 

than firefighting. 
 
Odd-numbered address means street addresses, box numbers, or rural postal route numbers 
ending in 1, 3, 5, 7, or 9. 
 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.068 Criteria for initiation and termination of drought response stages. 
 
(a) Criteria. 
 

(1) The city manager or his/her designee shall monitor water supply and/or demand 
conditions on a regular basis and shall determine when conditions warrant initiation 
or termination of each stage of the plan, that is, when the specified “triggers” are 
reached. Public notification of the initiation or termination of drought response stages 
shall be by means of publication in a newspaper of general circulation, direct mail to 
each customer, signs posted in public places, or other method reasonably calculated 
to notify the public of the plan. 

 
(2) The triggering criteria described below are based on the city’s anticipated ability to 

provide water to its customers based on known system capacity limits and the city’s 
historical experience of operations in drought. When conditions exist that require the 
implementation of the drought contingency plan, the city shall also notify the 2 
wholesale water customers, the City of Houston and Ramblewood MUD, and require 
them to reduce the daily usage by the targeted amount. 

 
(b) Utilization of alternative water sources and alternative delivery mechanisms. Alternative 
water source(s) for the city is/are: Inter-connection with the City of Houston. 
 



Humble Code of Ordinances Chapter 12: Utilities 

 12-55 

(c) Stage 1 triggers - Mild water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Requirements for initiation. Customers shall be requested to voluntarily conserve 
water and adhere to the prescribed restrictions on certain water uses, defined in 
section 12.07.067 (Definitions), when: 

 
(A) Average daily water usage reaches 70% of safe distribution capacity for three 

(3) consecutive days, defined as 5.85 MGD daily usage rate. 
 

(B) The director of public works determines that supply or delivery is under stress. 
 

(2) Requirements for termination. Stage 1 of the plan may be rescinded when all of the 
conditions listed as triggering events have ceased to exist for a period of 3 
consecutive days. 

 
(d) Stage 2 triggers - Moderate water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Requirements for initiation. Customers shall be required to comply with the 
requirements and restrictions on certain non-essential water uses provided in section 
12.07.067 (Definitions) of this plan, when: 

 
(A) Average daily water usage reaches 75% of safe distribution capacity for three 

(3) consecutive days, defined as 6.26 MGD daily usage rate. 
 

(B) The director of public works determines that supply or delivery is under stress. 
 

(2) Requirements for termination. Stage 2 of the plan may be rescinded when all of the 
conditions listed as triggering events have ceased to exist for a period of 3 
consecutive days. Upon termination of Stage 2, Stage 1, or the applicable drought 
response stage based on the triggering criteria, becomes operative. 

 
(e) Stage 3 triggers - Severe water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Requirements for initiation. Customers shall be required to comply with the 
requirements and restrictions on certain non-essential water uses for Stage 3 of this 
plan, when: 

 
(A) Average daily water usage reaches 80% of safe distribution capacity for three 

(3) consecutive days, defined as 6.68 MGD daily usage rate. 
 

(B) The director of public works determines that supply or delivery is under stress. 
 

(2) Requirements for termination. Stage 3 of the plan may be rescinded when all of the 
conditions listed as triggering events have ceased to exist for a period of 3 
consecutive days. Upon termination of Stage 3, Stage 2, or the applicable drought 
response stage based on the triggering criteria, becomes operative. 
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(f) Stage 4 triggers - Critical water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Requirements for initiation. Customers shall be required to comply with the 
requirements and restrictions on certain non-essential water uses for Stage 4 of this 
plan, when: 

 
(A) Average daily water usage reaches 85% of safe distribution capacity for three 

(3) consecutive days, defined as 7.10 MGD daily usage rate. 
 

(B) The director of public works determines that supply or delivery is under stress. 
 

(2) Requirements for termination. Stage 4 of the plan may be rescinded when all of the 
conditions listed as triggering events have ceased to exist for a period of 3 
consecutive days. Upon termination of Stage 4, Stage 3, or the applicable drought 
response stage based on the triggering criteria, becomes operative. 

 
(g) Stage 5 triggers - Emergency water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Requirements for initiation. Customers shall be required to comply with the 
requirements and restrictions for Stage 5 of this plan when the city manager, or 
his/her designee, determines that a water supply emergency exists based on: 

 
(A) Major water line breaks, or pump or system failures occur, which cause 

unprecedented loss of capability to provide water service; or 
 

(B) Natural or man-made contamination of the water supply source(s). 
 

(2) Requirements for termination. Stage 5 of the plan may be rescinded when all of the 
conditions listed as triggering events have ceased to exist for a period of 3 
consecutive days. 

 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§12.07.069 Drought response stage notifications and water use restrictions. 
 
(a) Notifications. The city manager, or his/her designee, shall monitor water supply and/or 
demand conditions on a daily basis and, in accordance with the triggering criteria set forth in 
section 12.07.068 of this plan, shall determine that a mild, moderate, severe, critical, emergency 
or water shortage condition exists and shall implement the following notification procedures: 
 

(1) Notification of the public. The city manager or his/her designee shall notify the 
public by means of: 

 
(A) Publication in a newspaper of general circulation; 

 
(B) Public service announcements; 

 
(C) Signs posted in public places; 

 
(D) Announcements on the city’s website. 
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(2) Additional notifications. The city manager or his/her designee shall notify directly, or 
cause to be notified directly, the following individuals and entities: 

 
(A) Mayor and members of the city council. 

 
(B) Fire chief. 

 
(C) TCEQ (required when mandatory restrictions are imposed). 

 
(D) Wholesale customers (City of Houston and Ramblewood MUD). 

 
(E) Critical water users, i.e., hospitals. 

 
(F) Parks/street superintendents and public facilities managers. 

 
(b) Distribution of water to wholesale customers. In case of a shortage of water resulting from 
drought, the water to be distributed to wholesale customers shall be divided in an [sic] accordance 
with Texas Water Code, section 11.039. 
 
(c) Provisions in wholesale contracts. The city will include a provision in every wholesale 
contract entered into or renewed after adoption of the plan, including contract extensions, that in 
case of a shortage of water resulting from drought, the water to be distributed shall be divided in 
accordance with Texas Water Code, section 11.039. 
 
(d) Purchase of water from City of Houston. If water shortage is caused by temporary loss of a 
well or water storage facility, additional water can be purchased from the City of Houston at the 
interconnect location. 
 
(e) Stage 1 response - Mild water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Target. Achieve a voluntary 5 percent reduction in daily water [demand]. 
 

(2) Voluntary water use restrictions for reducing demand. 
 

(A) Water customers are requested to voluntarily limit the irrigation of landscaped 
areas to Sundays and Thursdays for customers with a street address ending in 
an even number (0, 2, 4, 6, or 8), and Saturdays and Wednesdays for water 
customers with a street address ending in an odd number (1, 3, 5, 7, or 9), and 
to irrigate landscapes only between the hours of midnight and 10:00 a.m. and 
8:00 p.m. to midnight on designated watering days. 

 
(B) All operations of the city shall adhere to water use restrictions prescribed for 

Stage 1 of the plan. 
 

(C) Water customers are requested to practice water conservation and to minimize 
or discontinue water use for non-essential purposes. 

 
(f) Stage 2 response - Moderate water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Target. Achieve a 10 percent reduction in daily water demand. 
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(2) Mandatory water use restrictions for demand reduction. Under threat of penalty for 
violation, the following water use restrictions shall apply to all persons: 

 
(A) Irrigation of landscaped areas with hose-end sprinklers or automatic irrigation 

systems shall be limited to Sundays and Thursdays for customers with a street 
address ending in an even number (0, 2, 4, 6, or 8), and Saturdays and 
Wednesdays for water customers with a street address ending in an odd number 
(1, 3, 5, 7, or 9), and irrigation of landscaped areas is further limited to the 
hours of 12:00 midnight and 10:00 a.m. and between 8:00 p.m. and 12:00 
midnight on designated watering days. However, irrigation of landscaped areas 
is permitted at any time if it is by means of a hand-held hose, a faucet-filled 
bucket or a watering can of five (5) gallons or less, or a drip irrigation system. 

 
(B) Use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or 

other vehicle is prohibited except on designated watering days between the 
hours of 12:00 midnight and 10:00 a.m. and between 8:00 p.m. and 12:00 
midnight. Such washing, when allowed, shall be done with a hand-held bucket 
or a hand-held hose equipped with a positive shutoff nozzle for quick rinses. 
Vehicle washing may be done at any time on the immediate premises of a 
commercial car wash or commercial service station. Further, such washing may 
be exempted from these regulations if the health, safety, and welfare of the 
public is contingent upon frequent vehicle cleansing, such as garbage trucks 
and vehicles used to transport food and perishables. 

 
(C) Use of water to fill, refill, or add to any indoor or outdoor swimming pools, 

wading pools, or Jacuzzi-type pools is prohibited except on designated 
watering days between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 10:00 a.m. and 
between 8:00 p.m. and 12:00 midnight. 

 
(D) Operation of any ornamental fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes 

is prohibited except where necessary to support aquatic life or where such 
fountains or ponds are equipped with a recirculation system. 

 
(E) Use of water from hydrants shall be limited to firefighting, related activities, or 

other activities necessary to maintain public health, safety, and welfare, except 
that use of water from designated fire hydrants for construction purposes may 
be allowed under special permit from the city. 

 
(F) All restaurants are prohibited from serving water to patrons except upon 

request of the patron. 
 

(G) The following uses of water are defined as non-essential and are prohibited: 
 

(i) Wash-down of any sidewalks, walkways, driveways, parking lots, tennis 
courts, or other hard-surfaced areas; 

 
(ii) Use of water to wash down buildings or structures for purposes other 

than immediate fire protection; 
 

(iii) Use of water for dust control; 
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(iv) Flushing gutters or permitting water to run or accumulate in any gutter or 
street; and 

 
(v) Failure to repair a controllable leak(s) within a reasonable period after 

having been given notice directing the repair of such leak(s). 
 
(g) Stage 3 response - Severe water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Target. Achieve a 15 percent reduction in daily water demand. 
 

(2) Water use restrictions for demand reduction. All requirements of Stage 2 shall remain 
in effect during Stage 3 except: 

 
(A) Irrigation of landscaped areas shall be limited to designated watering days 

between the hours of 12:00 midnight and 10:00 a.m. and between 8:00 p.m. 
and 12:00 midnight and shall be by means of hand-held hoses, hand-held 
buckets, drip irrigation, or permanently installed automatic sprinkler system 
only. The use of hose-end sprinklers is prohibited at all times. 

 
(B) The use of water for construction purposes from designated fire hydrants under 

special permit is to be discontinued. 
 
(h) Stage 4 response - Critical water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Target. Achieve a 20 percent reduction in daily water demand. 
 

(2) Water use restrictions for demand reduction. All requirements of Stage 2 and 3 shall 
remain in effect during Stage 4 except: 

 
(A) Irrigation of landscaped areas shall be limited to designated watering days 

between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and between 8:00 p.m. and 
12:00 midnight and shall be by means of hand-held hoses, hand-held buckets, 
or drip irrigation only. The use of hose-end sprinklers or permanently installed 
automatic sprinkler systems is prohibited at all times. 

 
(B) Use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or 

other vehicle not occurring on the premises of a commercial car wash and 
commercial service stations and not in the immediate interest of public health, 
safety, and welfare is prohibited. Further, such vehicle washing at commercial 
car washes and commercial service stations shall occur only between the hours 
of 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and between 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

 
(C) The filling, refilling, or adding of water to swimming pools, wading pools, and 

Jacuzzi-type pools is prohibited. 
 

(D) Operation of any ornamental fountain or pond for aesthetic or scenic purposes 
is prohibited except where necessary to support aquatic life or where such 
fountains or ponds are equipped with a recirculation system. 

 
(E) No application for new, additional, expanded, or increased-in-size water 

service connections, meters, service lines, pipeline extensions, mains, or water 
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service facilities of any kind shall be approved, and time limits for approval of 
such applications are hereby suspended for such time as this drought response 
stage or a higher-numbered stage shall be in effect. 

 
(i) Stage 5 response - Emergency water shortage conditions. 
 

(1) Target. Achieve a 20 percent reduction in daily water demand. 
 

(2) Best management practices for supply management. During times of emergency 
water shortage conditions such as loss of a well or pumping station, the city will 
utilize the interconnect with the City of Houston to augment the City of Humble’s 
water supply. 

 
(3) Water use restrictions for reducing demand. All requirements of Stage 2, 3, and 4 

shall remain in effect during Stage 5 except: 
 

(i) Irrigation of landscaped areas is absolutely prohibited. 
 

(ii) Use of water to wash any motor vehicle, motorbike, boat, trailer, airplane or 
other vehicle is absolutely prohibited. 

 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.07.070 Enforcement; penalty. 
 
(a) No person shall knowingly or intentionally allow the use of water from the city for 
residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, governmental, or any other purpose in a manner 
contrary to any provision of this plan, or in an amount in excess of that permitted by the drought 
response stage in effect at the time pursuant to action taken by the city manager, or his/her 
designee, in accordance with provisions of this plan. 
 
(b) Any person who violates this plan is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be 
punished by a fine in accordance with the general penalty provided in section 1.01.009 of this 
code. Each day that one or more of the provisions in this plan is violated shall constitute a 
separate offense. If a person is convicted of three or more distinct violations of this plan, the city 
manager shall, upon due notice to the customer, be authorized to discontinue water service to the 
premises where such violations occur. Services discontinued under such circumstances shall be 
restored only upon payment of a reconnection charge as set forth in the fee schedule in appendix 
A of this code, and any other costs incurred by the city in discontinuing service. In addition, 
suitable assurance must be given to the city manager that the same action shall not be repeated 
while the plan is in effect. Compliance with this plan may also be sought through injunctive relief 
in the district court. 
 
(c) Any person, including a person classified as a water customer of the city, in apparent 
control of the property where a violation occurs or originates shall be presumed to be the violator, 
and proof that the violation occurred on the person’s property shall constitute a rebuttable 
presumption that the person in apparent control of the property committed the violation, but any 
such person shall have the right to show that he/she did not commit the violation. Parents shall be 
presumed to be responsible for violations of their minor children and proof that a violation, 
committed by a child, occurred on property within the parent’s control shall constitute a 
rebuttable presumption that the parent committed the violation, but any such parent may be 
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excused if he/she proves that he/she had previously directed the child not to use the water as it 
was used in violation of this plan and that the parent could not have reasonably known of the 
violation. 
 
(d) Any employee of the city, police officer, or other employee designated by the city manager 
may issue a citation to a person he/she reasonably believes to be in violation of this division. The 
citation shall be prepared in duplicate and shall contain the name and address of the alleged 
violator, if known, the offense charged, and shall direct him/her to appear in the municipal court 
on the date shown on the citation for which the date shall not be less than 3 days nor more than 5 
days from the date the citation was issued. The alleged violator shall be served a copy of the 
citation. Service of the citation shall be complete upon delivery of the citation to the alleged 
violator, to an agent or employee of a violator, or to a person over 14 years of age who is a 
member of the violator’s immediate family or is a resident of the violator’s residence. The alleged 
violator shall appear in municipal court to enter a plea of guilty or not guilty for the violation of 
this plan. If the alleged violator fails to appear in municipal court, a warrant for his/her arrest may 
be issued. A summons to appear may be issued in lieu of an arrest warrant. These cases shall be 
expedited and given preferential setting in municipal court before all other cases. 
 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20; Ordinance adopting 2022 Code) 
 
§12.07.071 Variances. 
 
(a) The city manager, or his/her designee, may, in writing, grant temporary variance for 
existing water uses otherwise prohibited under this plan if it is determined that failure to grant 
such variance would cause an emergency condition adversely affecting the health, sanitation, or 
fire protection for the public or the person requesting such variance and if one or more of the 
following conditions are met: 
 

(1) Compliance with this plan cannot be technically accomplished during the duration of 
the water supply shortage or other condition for which the plan is in effect. 

 
(2) Alternative methods can be implemented which will achieve the same level of 

reduction in water use. 
 
(b) Persons requesting an exemption from the provisions of this division shall file a petition for 
variance with the city within 5 days after the plan or a particular drought response stage has been 
invoked. All petitions for variances shall be reviewed by the city manager, or his/her designee, 
and shall include the following: 
 

(1) Name and address of the petitioner(s). 
 

(2) Purpose of water use. 
 

(3) Specific provision(s) of the plan from which the petitioner is requesting relief. 
 

(4) Detailed statement as to how the specific provision of the plan adversely affects the 
petitioner or what damage or harm will occur to the petitioner or others if the 
petitioner complies with this division. 

 
(5) Description of the relief requested. 
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(6) Period of time for which the variance is sought. 
 

(7) Alternative water use restrictions or other measures the petitioner is taking or 
proposes to take to meet the intent of this plan and the compliance date. 

 
(8) Other pertinent information. 

 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
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ARTICLE A1.000 MISCELLANEOUS FEES 
 
§A1.001 Municipal court fees. 
 
(a) Security fee. Any defendant convicted of a misdemeanor in municipal court must pay a 
$3.00 security fee as a cost of court. 
 
(b) Technology fund fee. The technology fund fee shall be $4.00. 
 
(1991 Code, sec. 18-8; Ordinance 04-590, sec. 1, adopted 4/22/04; Ordinance 06-614 adopted 
11/10/05; 2007 Code, secs. 26-8, 26-9) 
 
§A1.002 Collection expenses for delinquent taxes. 
 
(a) Whenever any delinquent taxes owed to the city are collected, by suit or otherwise, the 
city’s tax assessor-collector shall charge $1.00 per year for each year listed on each receipt issued 
for such tax payments. 
 
(b) Whenever any accounts for delinquent taxes owed to the city are placed in the hands of its 
attorney for collection, the city’s tax assessor-collector shall furnish all affidavits, certified copies 
of records of city’s tax office and such other evidence as may be in his possession by virtue of 
such office and which are requested by the city’s attorney. The tax assessor-collector shall collect 
a cost or charge of $1.00 for each affidavit, each certified copy of records and any other item of 
evidence furnished upon request. 
 
(c) If any check or other item is returned because of insufficient funds or for any other reason, 
the city shall collect $10.00 for each time a check or other item is returned unpaid. 
 
(d) The city shall collect a percentage of the delinquent taxes and penalty, including any 
interest owed, due on a suit and/or foreclosure sale, as provided in section 2.08.033(f). 
 
(1973 Code, sec. 28-8; 1991 Code, sec. 29-9; Ordinance 04-588 adopted 4/22/04; 2007 Code, sec. 
40-9) 
 
 

ARTICLE A2.000 BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT RELATED FEES 
 
§A2.001 Variance from exterior construction requirements. 
 
The applicant for a variance from the exterior construction requirements in article 9.06 shall pay a 
fee of $500.00. (Ordinance 16-790, sec. 2, adopted 10/27/16; Ordinance 18-815, sec. 2, adopted 
2/22/18; 2007 Code, sec. 12-500(f)) 
 
§A2.002 Construction permit and rights-of-way fees for facilities in right-of-way. 
 
(a) Facilities proposed in areas where land use approval is not required. 
 

Table 1. Facilities Proposed in Areas Where Land Use Approval Is Not Required 
 

Equipment Type Construction Permit Fee Rights-of-Way Fee 
Transport facilities $250.00 for first 5 nodes; $28.00 per month per node 1, 4 
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Equipment Type Construction Permit Fee Rights-of-Way Fee 
$125.00 for each additional node 

Network nodes $250.00 for first 5 nodes; 
$125.00 for each additional node 

$250.00 per year per node 2, 3 

Node support poles $500.00 per pole N/A 
 
(b) Facilities proposed in areas where land use approval is required. 
 

Table 2. Facilities Proposed in Areas Where Land Use Approval Is Required 
 

Equipment Type Construction Permit Fee Rights-of-Way Fee 
Transport facilities $500.00 for first 5 nodes; 

$250.00 for each additional node 
$28.00 per month per node 1, 4 

Network nodes $500.00 for first 5 nodes; 
$250.00 for each additional node 

$250.00 per year per node 2, 3 

Node support poles $1,000.00 per pole N/A 
 
1 Unless equal or greater amount is paid under V.T.C.A., Local Government Code chapter 283 or 
V.T.C.A., Utilities Code chapter 66. 
 
2 As adjusted by an amount equal to one-half the annual change, if any, in the consumer price 
index. The city shall provide written notice to each network provider of the new rate, and the rate 
shall apply to the first payment due to the city on or after the 60th day following the written 
notice. 
 
3 Collocated network nodes on city service poles shall also pay an annual collocation fee at a rate 
not greater than $20.00 per year per service pole. 
 
4 A wireless network provider may not install its own transport facilities unless the provider: (i) 
has a permit to use the public right-of-way; and (ii) pays to the city a monthly public right-of-way 
fee for transport facilities in an amount equal to $28.00 multiplied by the number of the 
provider’s network nodes located in the public right-of-way for which the installed transport 
facilities provide backhaul unless or until the time the provider’s payment of fees to the city 
exceeds its monthly aggregate per-node compensation to the city. A wireless network provider 
that wants to connect a network node to the network using the public right-of-way may: (i) install 
its own transport facilities as provided in section 10.04.010; or (ii) obtain transport service from a 
user that is paying right-of-way fees to occupy the public right-of-way that are the equivalent of 
not less than $28.00 per node per month. A public right-of-way fee required by this section is in 
addition to any other public right-of-way fee required by the city. 
 
(Ordinance 17-807, sec. 1, adopted 8/24/17; 2007 Code, sec. 42-10) 
 
§A2.003 Fencing, walls and screening variances. 
 
Application fee of $50.00 for residential variances and $100.00 for commercial variances. 
(Ordinance 22-916 adopted 1/27/22) 
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ARTICLE A3.000 BUSINESS RELATED FEES 
 
§A3.001 Garage sale permit. 
 
(a) The fee for a garage sale or estate sale permit shall be $10.00 for each permit. 
 
(b) Home owner’s associations community-sponsored garage sales: $50.00. 
 
(Ordinance 20-872, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20; Ordinance 22-926 adopted 4/14/22) 
 
§A3.002 License for sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages. 
 
The applicant for a license to manufacture, sell, distribute or store any alcoholic beverage shall 
pay one-half of the state fee as authorized by state law. (1973 Code, sec. 4-15; 1991 Code, sec. 5-
22; 2007 Code, sec. 6-24) 
 
§A3.003 Sexually oriented businesses. 
 
(a) Application for permit. The applicant for a sexually oriented business permit shall pay a fee 
of $2,500.00. 
 
(b) Renewal of permit. An annual nonrefundable renewal fee of $2,500.00 will accompany the 
application for renewal. 
 
(c) Replacement of lost or destroyed permit. If a SOBP is lost or destroyed, the fee for a 
replacement is $250.00. 
 
(Ordinance 06-613, sec. 1, adopted 11/10/05; 2007 Code, secs. 8-132, 8-143, 8-147) 
 
 

ARTICLE A4.000 UTILITY FEES AND CHARGES 
 
§A4.001 Reconnection charge when water disconnected for violation of drought 
restrictions. 
 
Services discontinued under section 12.07.070 shall be restored only upon payment of a 
reconnection charge or $35.00, and any other costs incurred by the city in discontinuing service. 
(Ordinance 20-875, sec. 1, adopted 7/9/20) 
 
§A4.002 Solid waste operator license fee. 
 
Solid waste operator license fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) plus twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) for each vehicle operating within the city for the purposes of solid waste collection 
(Ordinance 22-920 adopted 3/10/22) 
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APPENDIX B 
 

1973 CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE 
 
This table gives the location within this code of those sections of the 1973 Code, as supplemented, which are 
included herein. Sections of the 1973 Code, as supplemented, not listed herein have been omitted as 
repealed, superseded, obsolete or not of a general and permanent nature. 
 
1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
1-1 1-1 §1.01.002 
1-2 1-2 §1.01.003 
1-3 1-3 §1.01.004 
1-4 1-4 §1.01.007(b) 
1-5 1-5 §1.01.007(c) 
1-6 1-6 §1.01.007 
1-7 1-7 §1.01.007 
1-8 1-8 §1.01.007 
1-9 1-9 §1.01.007(d) 
1-10 1-10 §1.01.008 
1-12 1-11 §1.01.009 
1-13 1-12 §1.01.006 
1-14 1-13 §1.01.005 
2-16 2-57 §2.03.031 
2-17 2-58 §2.03.032 
2-18 2-59 §2.03.033 
2-19 2-60 §2.03.034 
2-20 2-61 §2.03.035 
2-21 2-62 §2.03.036 
2-22 2-63 §2.03.037 
2-41 2-102 §2.04.001(a) 
2-42 2-103 §2.04.001(b) 
2-43 2-104 §2.04.001(c) 
2-44 2-105 §2.04.001(d) 
2-45 2-126 NIC 
2-45.1 2-127 NIC 
2-46 2-129 NIC 
2-47 2-130 NIC 
3-1 28-9 §8.01.009 
3-2 28-10 §8.01.010 
3-13 30-109 §5.05.131 
3-14 30-110 §5.05.132 
3-15 30-111 §5.05.133 
3-16 30-112 §5.05.134 
3-17 30-113 §5.05.135 
3-18 30-114 §5.05.136 
3-19 30-115 §5.05.137 
3-1/2-1 4-1 §5.02.001 
3-1/2-3 4-2 §5.02.002 
3-1/2-6 4-3 §5.02.003 
3-1/2-36 4-54 §5.02.031 
3-1/2-37 4-56 §5.02.033 
3-1/2-38 4-57 §5.02.034 
3-1/2-39 4-58 §5.02.005 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
4-1 6-1 §5.03.001 
4-2 6-2 §5.03.002 
4-14 6-23 §5.03.031 
4-15 6-24 §§5.03.032, A3.002 
4-16 6-25 §5.03.033 
4-17 6-26 §5.03.034 
4-18 6-27 §5.03.003 
4-19 6-28 §5.03.004 
5-13 8-1 §5.01.001 
 8-21 §2.08.121 
5-14 8-22 §2.08.122 
5-15 8-23 §2.08.123 
5-16 8-24 §2.08.124 
5-17 8-25 §2.08.125 
5-18 8-26 §2.08.126 
5-31 8-56 §5.08.001 
5-32 8-57 §5.08.002 
5-33 8-58 §5.08.003 
5-41 8-90 §5.08.031 
5-42 8-91 §5.08.032 
5-43 8-92 §5.08.033 
5-44 8-93 §5.08.034 
5-45 8-94 §5.08.035 
5-47 8-95 §5.08.036 
5-48 8-96 §5.08.037 
5-49 8-97 §5.08.038 
5-50 8-98 §5.08.039 
6-1 10-1 §3.01.001 
6-1.1 10-2 §3.01.002 
6-2 10-3 §3.01.003 
6-3 10-4 §3.01.004 
6-4 10-5 §3.01.005 
6-5 10-6 §3.01.006 
6-6 10-7 §3.01.007 
6-16 10-35 §3.02.001 
6-17 10-36 §3.02.002 
6-18 10-37 §3.02.003 
6-19 10-38 §3.02.004 
6-20 10-39 §3.02.005 
6-32 10-1 §3.01.001 
6-33 10-67 §3.03.001 
6-34 10-68 §3.03.002 
6-34.1 10-69 §3.03.003 
6-35 10-70 §3.03.004 
6-36 10-71 §3.03.005(a) 
6-37 10-72 §3.03.005(b) 
6-38 10-73 §3.03.006 
6-39 10-74 §3.03.007 
6-51 10-92 §3.04.001 
6-52 10-93 §3.04.002 
6-53 10-94 §3.04.003 
6-54 10-95 §3.04.004 
6-55 10-96 §3.04.005 
6-56 10-97 §3.04.006 
6-57 10-98 §3.04.007 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix B: 1973 Code Comparative Table 

 Appendix B-3 

1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
6-58 10-99 §3.04.008 
6-59 10-100 §3.04.009 
6-60 10-101 §3.04.010 
6-66 10-131 §3.05.001 
6-67 10-132 §3.05.002 
6-68 10-133 §3.05.003 
6-69 10-134 §3.05.004 
6-70 10-135 §3.05.005 
6-71 10-136 §3.05.006 
6-72 10-137 §3.05.007 
6-73 10-138 §3.05.008 
6-74 10-139 §3.05.009 
6-75 10-140 §3.05.010 
8-17 12-57 §4.02.032 
  §4.02.062 
  §4.02.092 
  §4.02.122 
8-18 12-1 §4.01.001 
8-19 12-2 §4.01.002 
8-20 12-3 §4.01.003 
8-21 12-58 §4.02.033 
  §4.02.063 
  §4.02.093 
  §4.02.123 
8-23 12-59 §4.02.034 
  §4.02.064 
  §4.02.094 
  §4.02.124 
8-24 12-130 §4.03.001 
8-24.1 12-131 §4.03.002 
8-25 12-132 §4.03.003 
8-36 12-152 §4.04.001 
8-37 12-153 §4.04.002 
8-38 12-154 §4.04.003 
8-39 12-155 §4.04.004 
8-40 12-156 §4.04.005 
8-41 12-157 §4.04.006 
8-42 12-158 §4.04.007 
8-43 12-159 §4.04.008 
10-1 12-4 §4.01.004 
10-12 12-82 §4.02.156 
10-13 12-83 §4.02.157 
10-14 12-84 §4.02.158 
10-17 12-85 §4.02.159 
10-18 12-86 §4.02.160 
10-19 12-87 §4.02.161 
10-20 12-88 §4.02.162 
10-21 12-89 §4.02.163 
10-33 12-77 §4.02.151 
10-34 12-78 §4.02.152 
10-35 12-79 §4.02.153 
10-37.1 12-80 §4.02.154 
10-38 12-81 §4.02.155 
11-1 18-151 §6.06.001 
11-2 18-152 §6.06.002 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
11-3 18-153 §6.06.003 
11-4 18-154 §6.06.004 
11-6 18-1 §6.01.002 
11-7 18-2 §6.01.005 
11-8 18-3 §6.01.006 
11-17 18-61 §6.03.001 
11-18 18-62 §6.03.002 
11-20 18-63 §6.03.003 
11-22 18-64 §6.03.004 
11-23 18-65 §6.03.005 
11-24 18-66 §6.03.006 
11-25 18-67 §6.03.007 
11-26 18-68 §6.03.008 
11-27 18-69 §6.03.009 
11-28 18-70 §6.03.010 
11-29 18-71 §6.03.011 
11-30 18-72 §6.03.012 
11-31 18-73 §6.03.013 
11-32 18-74 §6.03.014 
11-33 18-75 §6.03.015 
11-34 18-76 §6.03.016 
11-47 18-99 §6.04.002 
11-48 18-100 §6.04.003 
11-49 18-101 §6.04.004 
11-54 18-102 §6.04.005 
11-55 18-103 §6.04.006 
11-56 18-104 §6.04.007 
11-57 18-105 §6.04.008 
11-81 18-25 §6.02.001 
11-82 18-26 §6.02.002 
11-83 18-27 §6.02.003 
11-87 18-28 §6.01.007 
11-89 18-77 §6.01.001 
13-1 34-19 §12.03.001 
13-2 34-20 §12.03.002(a) 
13-3 34-21 §12.03.002(b) 
13-4 34-22 §12.03.002(c) 
13-16 34-52 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
13-17 34-53 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
13-18 34-54 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
13-19 34-55 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
13-20 34-23 §12.03.003 
13-21 34-24 §12.03.004 
14-16 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
14-17 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
14-18 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
14-19 16-80 §7.05.002 
14-20 16-81 §7.05.003 
14-21 16-82 §7.05.004 
14-22 16-83 §7.05.005 
14-23 16-84 §7.05.006 
15-1 32-19 §5.06.001 
15-2 32-20 §5.06.002 
15-3 32-21 §5.06.003 
15-4 32-22 §5.06.004 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
15-5 32-23 §5.06.005 
15-6 32-24 §5.06.006 
15-7 32-25 §5.06.007 
15-8 32-26 §5.06.008 
15-9 32-27 §5.06.009 
15-10 32-28 §5.06.010 
15-11 32-29 §5.06.011 
15-23 32-47 §5.06.041 
15-24 32-48 §5.06.042 
15-25 32-49 §5.06.043 
15-26 32-50 §5.06.044 
15-27 32-51 §5.06.045 
15-28 32-52 §5.06.046 
15-29 32-53 §5.06.047 
15-30 32-54 §5.06.048 
15-31 32-55 §5.06.049 
15-32 32-56 §5.06.050 
15-33 32-57 §5.06.051 
15-34 32-58 §5.06.052 
15-35 32-59 §5.06.053 
15-36 32-60 §5.06.054 
15-37 32-61 §5.06.055 
15-49 16-19 §8.07.001 
15-50 16-20 §8.07.002 
15-51 16-21 §8.07.003 
15-52 16-22 §8.07.004 
15-53 16-23 §8.07.005 
15-54–15-56 16-24 §8.07.006 
15-57 16-25 §8.07.007 
15-58 16-26 §8.07.008 
15-59 16-27 §8.07.009 
15-60 16-28 §8.07.010 
15-61 16-29 §8.07.011 
16-18 24-61 §4.09.061 
16-19 24-62 §4.09.062 
16-20 24-63 §4.09.063 
16-21 24-64 §4.09.064 
16-22 24-65 §4.09.065 
16-23 24-66 §4.09.066 
16-30 24-91 §4.09.091 
16-31 24-92 §4.09.092 
16-32 24-93 §4.09.093 
16-33 24-94 §4.09.094 
16-34 24-95 §4.09.095 
16-35 24-96 §4.09.096 
16-36 24-97 §4.09.097 
16-37 24-98 §4.09.098 
16-38 24-99 §4.09.099 
16-46 24-127 §4.09.121 
16-47 24-128 §4.09.122 
16-48 24-129 §4.09.123 
16-49 24-130 §4.09.124 
16-50 24-131 §4.09.125 
16-51 24-132 §4.09.126 
16-52 24-133 §4.09.127 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
16-53 24-134 §4.09.128 
16-54 24-135 §4.09.129 
16-55 24-136 §4.09.130 
16-56 24-137 §4.09.131 
16-57 24-138 §4.09.132 
16-58 24-139 §4.09.133 
16-59 24-140 §4.09.134 
16-60 24-141 §4.09.135 
16-61 24-142 §4.09.136 
16-62 24-143 §4.09.137 
16-63 24-144 §4.09.008 
17-1 26-1 §2.05.001 
17-2 26-2 §2.05.002 
17-3 26-3 §2.05.003 
17-4 Amnd. by Ord. 16-780  
17-5 26-5 §2.05.005 
17-7 26-6 §2.05.006 
17-8 26-7 §2.05.007 
18-1 16-47 §8.03.001 
18-2 16-48 §8.03.002 
18-3 16-49 §8.03.003 
18-4 16-50 §8.03.004 
18-5 16-51 §8.03.005 
18-6 16-52 §8.03.006 
18-7 16-53 §8.03.007 
18-8 16-54 §8.03.008 
18-9 16-55 §8.03.009 
18-10 16-56 §8.03.010 
18-11 16-57 §8.03.011(a) 
18-12 16-58 §8.03.011(b) 
18-13 16-59 §8.03.011(c) 
19-4 28-1 §8.01.001 
19-6 28-2 §8.01.002 
19-8 28-3 §8.01.003 
19-9 28-4 §8.01.004 
19-10 28-6 §8.01.006 
19-12 28-7 §8.01.007 
19-22 28-8 §8.01.008 
19-52 28-75 §8.08.001 
19-53 28-76 §8.08.002 
19-54 28-77 §8.08.003 
19-55 28-78 §8.08.004 
19-61 28-40 §8.09.032 
19-62 28-41 §8.09.033 
19-63 28-42 §8.09.034 
19-64 28-43 §8.09.035 
19-65 28-39 §8.09.031 
20-2 16-149 §5.11.002 
20-3 16-148 §5.11.001 
20-4 16-184 §5.11.041 
20-5 16-185 §5.11.042 
20-6 16-186 §5.11.043 
20-7 16-187 §5.11.044 
20-8 16-188 §5.11.045 
20-9 16-189 §5.11.046 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
20-10 16-190 §5.11.047 
20-11 16-150 §5.11.003 
20-12 16-191 §5.11.048 
20-13 16-192 §5.11.049 
20-14 16-151 §5.11.004 
20-15 16-152 §5.11.005 
20-16 16-153 §5.11.006 
20-17 16-154 §5.11.007 
20-18 16-155 §5.11.008 
20-19 16-156 §5.11.009 
20-20 16-157 §5.11.010 
20-21 16-158 §5.11.011 
20-22 16-159 §5.11.012 
20-23 16-160 §5.11.013 
20-24 16-161 §5.11.014 
20-25 16-162 §5.11.015 
20-26 16-163 §5.11.016 
20-27 16-164 §5.11.017 
20-28 16-165 §5.11.018 
21-11 30-19 §5.05.031 
21-12 30-20 §5.05.032 
21-13 30-21 §5.05.033 
21-16 30-22 §5.05.034 
21-21 30-48 §5.05.061 
21-22 30-49 §5.05.062 
21-23 30-50 §5.05.063 
21-24 30-51 §5.05.064 
21-25 30-52 §5.05.065 
21-26 30-53 §5.05.066 
21-27 30-54 §5.05.067 
21-28 30-55 §5.05.068 
21-29 30-56 §5.05.069 
21-30 30-57 §5.05.070 
21-31 30-58 §5.05.071 
21-32 30-59 §5.05.072 
21-33 30-60 §5.05.073 
21-34 30-61 §5.05.074 
21-35 30-62 §5.05.075 
23-1 12-107 §4.02.191 
23-2 12-108 §4.02.192 
24-1 22-21 §2.05.033 
24-2 28-5 §8.01.005 
24-3 22-19 §2.06.031 
24-4 22-20 §2.06.032 
24-1/2-1 32-81 §5.07.001 
24-1/2-2 32-114 §5.07.031 
24-1/2-3 32-115 §5.07.032 
24-1/2-4 32-116 §5.07.033 
24-1/2-5 32-117 §5.07.034 
24-1/2-6 32-82 §5.07.002 
24-1/2-7 32-83 §5.07.003 
24-1/2-8 32-84 §5.07.004 
24-1/2-9 32-85 §5.07.005 
24-1/2-10 32-118 §5.07.035 
26-2 36-1 §10.01.002 
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1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
26-3 36-2 §10.01.001 
26-4 36-3 §10.01.003 
26-5 36-4 §10.01.004 
26-6 36-5 §10.01.005 
26-7 36-6 §10.01.006 
26-8 36-7 §10.01.007 
26-21 36-63 §10.02.031 
26-22 36-64 §10.02.032 
26-23 36-65 §10.02.033 
26-24 36-66 §10.02.034 
26-25 36-33 §10.02.001 
26-26 36-34 §10.02.002 
26-27 36-35 §10.02.003 
26-28 36-36 §10.02.004 
26-29 36-37 §10.02.005 
26-41 36-91 §10.03.001 
26-42 36-92 §10.03.002 
26-43 36-93 §10.03.003 
26-44 36-94 §10.03.004 
26-45 36-95 §10.03.005 
28-2 40-1 §2.08.001 
28-3 40-2 §2.08.002(a) 
28-4 40-3 §2.08.002(b) 
28-5 40-4 §2.08.061 
28-5.1 40-5 §2.08.062 
28-6 40-6 §2.08.031(a) 
28-7 40-7 §2.08.031(b) 
28-7.1 40-8 §2.08.032 
28-8 40-9 §§2.08.033, A1.002 
28-9 40-10 §§2.08.091—2.08.097 
29-1 48-19 §5.14.001 
29-2 48-20 §5.14.002 
29-3 48-21 §5.14.003 
29-4 48-22 §5.14.004 
29-6 48-23 §5.14.005 
29-8 48-24 §5.14.006 
29-9 48-25 §5.14.007 
29-10 48-26 §5.14.008 
29-11 48-27 §5.14.009 
29-12 48-28 §5.14.010 
29-13 48-29 §5.14.011 
29-14 48-19 §5.14.001 
 48-30 §5.14.012 
29-25 48-51 §5.14.041 
29-26 48-52 §5.14.042 
29-27 48-53 §5.14.043 
29-28 48-54 §5.14.044 
29-29 48-55 §5.14.045 
29-30 48-56 §5.14.046 
29-31 48-57 §5.14.047 
29-32 48-58 §5.14.048 
29-33 48-59 §5.14.049 
29-35 48-62 §5.14.052 
29-48 48-85 §5.14.081 
29-50 48-87 §5.14.083 
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29-51 48-88 §5.14.084 
29-52 48-89 §5.14.085 
29-53 48-90 §5.14.086 
29-54 48-91 §5.14.087 
29-66 48-111 §5.14.111 
29-68 48-113 §5.14.113 
29-69 48-114 §5.14.114 
29-71 48-115 §5.14.115 
29-72 48-116 §5.14.116 
29-73 48-117 §5.14.117 
29-74 48-118 §5.14.118 
29-75 48-119 §5.14.119 
29-76 48-120 §5.14.120 
29-78 48-122 §5.14.122 
29-79 48-123 §5.14.123 
29-80 48-124 §5.14.124 
30-1 44-19  §11.01.001 
30-8 44-20 §11.01.002 
30-27 44-22 §11.02.002 
30-42 44-23 §11.02.003 
30-43 44-24 §11.02.004 
30-136 44-26 §11.01.005 
30-137 44-27 §11.01.006 
30-138 44-28 §11.01.007 
30-140 44-29 §11.01.008 
30-215 44-30 §11.02.001 
30-251 44-49 §11.04.001 
30-252 44-50 §11.04.002 
30-253 44-51 §11.04.003 
30-254 44-52 §11.04.004 
30-255 44-53 §11.04.005 
30-256 44-54 §11.04.006 
30-257 44-55 §11.04.007 
30-258 44-56 §11.04.008 
30-259 44-57 §11.04.009 
30-260 44-58 §11.04.010 
30-261 44-59 §11.04.011 
30-280 44-77 §11.03.001 
30-282 44-78 §11.03.002 
30-284 44-79 §11.03.003 
30-285 44-80 §11.03.004 
30-286 44-81 §11.03.005 
30-287 44-82 §11.03.006 
30-288 44-83 §11.03.007 
30-296 44-110 §11.03.031 
30-297 44-111 §11.03.032 
30-298 44-112 §11.03.033 
30-299 44-113 §11.03.034 
30-300 44-114 §11.03.035 
30-307 44-142 §11.03.061 
30-308 44-143 §11.03.062 
30-309 44-144 §11.03.063 
30-310 44-145 §11.03.064 
30-311 44-146 §11.03.065 
30-312 44-147 §11.03.066 
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30-342 44-178 §11.05.001 
30-343 44-179 §11.05.002 
30-344 44-180 §11.05.003 
30-345 44-181 §11.05.004 
30-346 44-182 §11.05.005 
30-347 44-183 §11.05.006 
30-348 44-184 §11.05.007 
30-349 44-185 §11.05.008 
30-350 44-186 §11.05.009 
30-351 44-187 §11.05.010 
31-1 46-1 §12.01.001 
31-2 46-2 §12.01.002 
31-3 46-3 §12.01.003 
31-4 46-4 §12.01.004 
31-5 46-5 §12.01.005 
31-6 46-6 §12.01.006 
31-7 46-7 §12.01.007 
31-8 46-8 §12.01.008 
31-9 46-11 §12.01.011 
31-10 46-10 §12.01.010 
31-11 46-12 §12.01.012 
31-12 46-9 §12.01.009 
31-13 46-13 §12.01.013 
31-14 46-14 §12.01.014 
31-15 46-15 §12.01.015 
31-16 46-16 §12.01.016 
31-17 46-17 §12.01.017 
31-18 46-18 §12.01.018 
31-19 46-19 §12.01.019 
31-20 46-20 §12.01.020 
31-21 46-21 §12.01.021 
31-22 46-22 §12.01.022 
31-34 46-48 §12.02.001 
31-35 46-49 §12.02.002 
31-36 46-50 §12.02.003 
31-37 46-51 §12.02.004 
31-38 46-52 §12.02.005 
31-39 46-53 §12.02.006 
31-40 46-54 §12.02.007 
31-41 46-55 §12.02.008 
31-42 46-56 §12.02.009 
31-43 46-57 §12.02.010 
31-56 46-88 §12.04.001 
31-57 46-89 §12.04.002 
31-58 46-90 §12.04.003 
31-59 46-91 §12.04.004 
31-60 46-92 §12.04.005 
31-61 46-93 §12.04.006 
31-62 46-94 §12.04.007 
31-63 46-95 §12.04.008 
31-64 46-96 §12.04.009 
31-65 46-97 §12.04.010 
31-66 46-98 §12.04.011 
31-67 46-99 §12.04.012 
31-68 46-100 §12.04.013 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix B: 1973 Code Comparative Table 

 Appendix B-11 

1973 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
31-81 46-129 §12.05.001 
31-82 46-130 §12.05.002 
31-83 46-131 §12.05.003 
31-84 46-132 §12.05.004 
31-85 46-133 §12.05.005 
31-86 46-134 §12.05.006 
31-87 46-135 §12.05.007 
31-88 46-136 §12.05.008 
31-90 46-137 §12.05.009 
 





 Appendix C-1 

APPENDIX C  
 

1991 CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE 
 
This table gives the location within this code of those sections of the 1991 Code, as 
supplemented, which are included herein. Sections of the 1991 Code, as supplemented, not listed 
herein have been omitted as repealed, superseded, obsolete or not of a general and permanent 
nature. 
 
1991 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
1-1 1-1 §1.01.002 
1-2 1-2 §1.01.003 
1-3 1-3 §1.01.004 
1-4 1-4 §1.01.007(b) 
1-5 1-5 §1.01.007(c) 
1-6 1-6 §1.01.007 
1-7 1-7 §1.01.007 
1-8 1-8 §1.01.007 
1-9 1-9 §1.01.007(d) 
1-10 1-10 §1.01.008 
1-11 1-11 §1.01.009 
1-12 1-12 §1.01.006 
1-13 1-13 §1.01.005 
1-14 1-14 §1.01.010 
2-26 2-57 §2.03.031 
2-27 2-58 §2.03.032 
2-28 2-59 §2.03.033 
2-29 2-60 §2.03.034 
2-30 2-61 §2.03.035 
2-31 2-62 §2.03.036 
2-32 2-63 §2.03.037 
2-76 2-102 §2.04.001(a) 
2-77 2-103 §2.04.001(b) 
2-78 2-104 §2.04.001(c) 
2-79 2-105 §2.04.001(d) 
2-96 2-125 NIC 
2-97 2-126 NIC 
2-98 2-127 NIC 
2-99 2-128 NIC 
2-100 2-129 NIC 
2-101 2-130 NIC 
2-102 2-131 NIC 
2-121 2-238 §2.07.001 
2-122 2-239 §2.07.002 
2-123 2-240 §2.07.003 
2-124 2-241 §2.07.004 
2-125 2-242 §2.07.005 
2-126 2-243 §2.07.006 
2-127 2-244 §2.07.007 
2-128 2-245 §2.07.008 
2-129 2-246 §2.07.009 
2-130 2-247 §2.07.010 
2-131 2-248 §2.07.011 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix C: 1991 Code Comparative Table 

 Appendix C-2 

1991 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
2-132 2-249 §2.07.012 
2-133 2-250 §2.07.013 
2-134 2-251 §2.07.014 
2-135 2-252 §2.07.015 
2-151 2-174 §2.02.031 
2-152 2-175 §2.02.032 
2-153 2-176 §2.02.033 
2-154 2-177 §2.02.034 
3-1 28-9 §8.01.009 
3-2 28-10 §8.01.010 
3-21 30-109 §5.05.131 
3-22 30-110 §5.05.132 
3-23 30-111 §5.05.133 
3-24 30-112 §5.05.134 
3-25 30-113 §5.05.135 
3-26 30-114 §5.05.136 
3-27 30-115 §5.05.137 
4-1 4-1 §5.02.001 
4-2 4-2 §5.02.002 
4-5 4-3 §5.02.003 
4-21 4-25 §5.02.004 
4-71 4-54 §5.02.031 
4-72 4-55 §5.02.032 
4-73 4-56 §5.02.033 
4-74 4-57 §5.02.034 
4-75 4-58 §5.02.005 
5-1 6-1 §5.01.001 
5-2 6-2 §5.03.002 
5-21 6-23 §5.03.031 
5-22 6-24 §§5.03.032, A3.002 
5-23 6-25 §5.03.033 
5-24 6-26 §5.03.034 
5-25 6-27 §5.03.003 
5-26 6-28 §5.03.004 
5-26 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
5-27 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
6-1 8-1 §5.01.001 
6-26 8-21 §2.08.121 
6-27 8-22 §2.08.122 
6-28 8-23 §2.08.123 
6-29 8-24 §2.08.124 
6-30 8-25 §2.08.125 
6-31 8-26 §2.08.126 
6-51 8-56 §5.08.001 
6-52 8-57 §5.08.002 
6-53 8-58 §5.08.003 
6-71 8-90 §5.08.031 
6-72 8-91 §5.08.032 
6-73 8-92 §5.08.033 
6-74 8-93 §5.08.034 
6-75 8-94 §5.08.035 
6-76 8-95 §5.08.036 
6-77 8-96 §5.08.037 
6-78 8-97 §5.08.038 
6-79 8-98 §5.08.039 
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7-1 10-1 §3.01.001 
7-2 10-2 §3.01.002 
7-3 10-3 §3.01.003 
7-4 10-4 §3.01.004 
7-5 10-5 §3.01.005 
7-6 10-6 §3.01.006 
7-7 10-7 §3.01.007 
7-8 10-8 §3.01.008 
7-26 10-35 §3.02.001 
7-27 10-36 §3.02.002 
7-28 10-37 §3.02.003 
7-29 10-38 §3.02.004 
7-30 10-39 §3.02.005 
7-46 10-67 §3.03.001 
7-47 10-68 §3.03.002 
7-48 10-69 §3.03.003 
7-49 10-70 §3.03.004 
7-50 10-71 §3.03.005(a) 
7-51 10-72 §3.03.005(b) 
7-52 10-73 §3.03.006 
7-53 10-74 §3.03.007 
7-71 10-92 §3.04.001 
7-72 10-93 §3.04.002 
7-73 10-94 §3.04.003 
7-74 10-95 §3.04.004 
7-75 10-96 §3.04.005 
7-76 10-97 §3.04.006 
7-77 10-98 §3.04.007 
7-78 10-99 §3.04.008 
7-79 10-100 §3.04.009 
7-80 10-101 §3.04.010 
7-96 10-131 §3.05.001 
7-97 10-132 §3.05.002 
7-98 10-133 §3.05.003 
7-99 10-134 §3.05.004 
7-100 10-135 §3.05.005 
7-101 10-136 §3.05.006 
7-102 10-137 §3.05.007 
7-103 10-138 §3.05.008 
7-104 10-139 §3.05.009 
7-105 10-140 §3.05.010 
8-1 44-213 §5.13.001 
8-2 44-214 §5.13.002 
8-3 44-215 §5.13.003 
8-4 44-216 §5.13.004 
8-5 44-217 §5.13.005 
8-6 44-218 §5.13.006 
8-7 44-219 §5.13.007 
8-8 44-220 §5.13.008 
8-9 44-221 §5.13.009 
8-10 44-222 §5.13.010 
8-11 44-223 §5.13.011 
8-12 44-224 §5.13.012 
8-13 44-225 §5.13.013 
8-14 44-244 §5.13.041 
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8-15 44-245 §5.13.042 
8-16 44-246 §5.13.043 
8-17 44-247 §5.13.044 
8-18 44-248 §5.13.045 
8-19 44-249 §5.13.046 
8-20 44-277 §5.13.071 
8-21 44-278 §5.13.072 
8-22 44-279 §5.13.073 
8-23 44-280 §5.13.074 
8-24 44-281 §5.13.075 
8-25 44-282 §5.13.076 
8-26 44-283 §5.13.077 
8-27 44-284 §5.13.078 
8-28 44-285 §5.13.079 
8-29 44-286 §5.13.080 
8-30 44-287 §5.13.081 
8-31 44-288 §5.13.082 
8-35 44-310 §5.13.111 
8-36 44-311 §5.13.112 
8-36 44-312 §5.13.113 
8-38 44-313 §5.13.114 
8-39 44-314 §5.13.115 
8-40 44-315 §5.13.116 
8-41 44-316 §5.13.117 
8-42 44-317 §5.13.118 
8-43 44-318 §5.13.119 
8-44 44-319 §5.13.120 
9-1 12-1 §4.01.001 
9-2 12-2 §4.01.002 
9-3 12-3 §4.01.003 
9-21 12-56 §4.02.031 
  §4.02.061 
  §4.02.091 
  §4.02.121 
9-25 12-57 §4.02.032 
  §4.02.062 
  §4.02.092 
  §4.02.122 
9-26 12-58 §4.02.033 
  §4.02.063 
  §4.02.093 
  §4.02.123 
9-28 12-59 §4.02.034 
  §4.02.064 
  §4.02.094 
  §4.02.124 
9-29 12-130 §4.03.001 
9-30 12-131 §4.03.002 
9-31 12-132 §4.03.003 
9-31.1 12-133 §4.03.004 
9-32 12-134 §4.03.005 
9-51 12-152 §4.04.001 
9-52 12-153 §4.04.002 
9-53 12-154 §4.04.003 
9-54 12-155 §4.04.004 
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9-55 12-156 §4.04.005 
9-56 12-157 §4.04.006 
9-57 12-158 §4.04.007 
9-58 12-159 §4.04.008 
9-76 12-4 §4.01.004 
9-101 12-82 §4.02.156 
9-102 12-83 §4.02.157 
9-103 12-84 §4.02.158 
9-106 12-85 §4.02.159 
9-107 12-86 §4.02.160 
9-108 12-87 §4.02.161 
9-109 12-88 §4.02.162 
9-110 12-89 §4.02.163 
9-126 12-77 §4.02.151 
9-128 12-78 §4.02.152 
9-129 12-79 §4.02.153 
9-132 12-80 §4.02.154 
9-133 12-81 §4.02.155 
9-151 12-107 §4.02.191 
9-152 12-108 §4.02.192 
9-171 12-187 §9.03.001 
9-172 12-188 §9.03.002 
9-173 12-189 §9.03.003 
10-1 14-1 §§1.02.031—1.02.038 
10-2 14-2 §1.02.001 
11-1 18-1 §6.01.001 
11-2 18-2 §6.01.005 
11-3 18-3 §6.01.006 
11-31 18-25 §6.02.001 
11-32 18-26 §6.02.002 
11-33 18-27 §6.02.003 
11-36 18-28 §6.01.007 
11-61 18-61 §6.03.001 
11-62 18-62 §6.03.002 
11-63 18-63 §6.03.003 
11-65 18-64 §6.03.004 
11-66 18-65 §6.03.005 
11-67 18-66 §6.03.006 
11-68 18-67 §6.03.007 
11-69 18-68 §6.03.008 
11-70 18-69 §6.03.009 
11-71 18-70 §6.03.010 
11-72 18-71 §6.03.011 
11-73 18-72 §6.03.012 
11-74 18-73 §6.03.013 
11-75 18-74 §6.03.014 
11-76 18-75 §6.03.015 
11-77 18-76 §6.03.016 
11-78 18-77 §6.01.001 
11-101 18-98 §6.04.001 
11-102 18-99 §6.04.002 
11-103 18-100 §6.04.003 
11-104 18-101 §6.04.004 
11-105 18-102 §6.04.005 
11-106 18-103 §6.04.006 
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11-107 18-104 §6.04.007 
11-108 18-105 §6.04.008 
11-161 18-151 §6.06.001 
11-162 18-152 §6.06.002 
11-163 18-153 §6.06.003 
11-164 18-154 §6.06.004 
11-165 18-124 §6.05.001 
11-166 18-125 §6.05.002 
11-167 18-126 §6.05.003 
11-181 18-177 §7.02.001 
12-1 12-217 §4.05.001 
12-2 12-218 §4.05.002 
12-3 12-219 §4.05.003 
12-4 12-220 §4.05.004 
12-5 12-221 §4.05.005 
12-6 12-222 §4.05.006 
12-7 12-223 §4.05.007 
12-8 12-224 §4.05.008 
12-9 12-225 §4.05.009 
12-10 12-226 §4.05.010 
12-11 12-227 §4.05.011 
12-12 12-228 §4.05.012 
12-41 12-250 §4.05.041 
12-42 12-251 §4.05.042 
12-43 12-252 §4.05.043 
12-44 12-253 §4.05.044 
12-66 12-285 §4.05.071 
12-67 12-286 §4.05.072 
12-68 12-287 §4.05.073 
12-69 12-288 §4.05.074 
12-70 12-289 §4.05.075 
13-1 20-1 §7.04.001 
13-2 20-2 §7.04.002 
13-3 20-3 §7.04.003 
13-4 20-4 §7.04.004 
13-5 20-5 §7.04.005 
13-6 20-6 §7.04.006 
13-7 20-7 §7.04.007 
13-8 20-8 §7.04.008 
14-1 32-19 §5.06.001 
14-2 32-20 §5.06.002 
14-3 32-21 §5.06.003 
14-4 32-22 §5.06.004 
14-5 32-23 §5.06.005 
14-6 32-24 §5.06.006 
14-7 32-25 §5.06.007 
14-8 32-26 §5.06.008 
14-9 32-27 §5.06.009 
14-10 32-28 §5.06.010 
14-11 32-29 §5.06.011 
14-36 32-47 §5.06.041 
14-37 32-48 §5.06.042 
14-38 32-49 §5.06.043 
14-39 32-50 §5.06.044 
14-40 32-51 §5.06.045 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix C: 1991 Code Comparative Table 

 Appendix C-7 

1991 Code Section 2007 Code Section 2022 Code Section 
14-41 32-52 §5.06.046 
14-42 32-53 §5.06.047 
14-43 32-54 §5.06.048 
14-44 32-55 §5.06.049 
14-45 32-56 §5.06.050 
14-46 32-57 §5.06.051 
14-47 32-58 §5.06.052 
14-48 32-59 §5.06.053 
14-49 32-60 §5.06.054 
14-50 32-61 §5.06.055 
14-71 16-19 §8.07.001 
14-72 16-20 §8.07.002 
14-73 16-21 §8.07.003 
14-74 16-22 §8.07.004 
14-75 16-23 §8.07.005 
14-76 16-24 §8.07.006 
14-77 16-25 §8.07.007 
14-78 16-26 §8.07.008 
14-79 16-27 §8.07.009 
14-80 16-28 §8.07.010 
14-81 16-29 §8.07.011 
16-1 24-1 §4.09.001 
16-2 24-2 §4.09.002 
16-3 24-3 §4.09.003 
16-4 24-4 §4.09.004 
16-5 24-5 §4.09.005 
16-6 24-6 §4.09.006 
16-7 24-7 §4.09.007 
16-31 24-33 §4.09.031 
16-32 24-34 §4.09.032 
16-33 24-35 §4.09.033 
16-34 24-36 §4.09.034 
16-61 24-61 §4.09.061 
16-62 24-62 §4.09.062 
16-63 24-63 §4.09.063 
16-64 24-64 §4.09.064 
16-65 24-65 §4.09.065 
16-66 24-66 §4.09.066 
16-76 24-91 §4.09.091 
16-77 24-92 §4.09.092 
16-78 24-93 §4.09.093 
16-79 24-94 §4.09.094 
16-80 24-95 §4.09.095 
16-81 24-96 §4.09.096 
16-82 24-97 §4.09.097 
16-83 24-98 §4.09.098 
16-84 24-99 §4.09.099 
16-96 24-127 §4.09.121 
16-97 24-128 §4.09.122 
16-98 24-129 §4.09.123 
16-99 24-130 §4.09.124 
16-100 24-131 §4.09.125 
16-101 24-132 §4.09.126 
16-102 24-133 §4.09.127 
16-103 24-134 §4.09.128 
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16-104 24-135 §4.09.129 
16-105 24-136 §4.09.130 
16-106 24-137 §4.09.131 
16-107 24-138 §4.09.132 
16-108 24-139 §4.09.133 
16-109 24-140 §4.09.134 
16-110 24-141 §4.09.135 
16-111 24-142 §4.09.136 
16-112 24-143 §4.09.137 
16-113 24-144 §4.09.008 
17-1 44-19 §11.01.001 
17-8 44-20 §11.01.002 
17-40 44-22 §11.02.002 
17-62 44-23 §11.02.003 
17-63 42-24 §11.02.004 
17-172 44-26 §11.01.005 
17-173 44-27 §11.01.006 
17-174 44-28 §11.01.007 
17-176 44-29 §11.01.008 
17-288 44-30 §11.02.001 
17-331 44-49 §11.04.001 
17-332 44-50 §11.04.002 
17-333 44-51 §11.04.003 
17-334 44-52 §11.04.004 
17-335 44-53 §11.04.005 
17-336 44-54 §11.04.006 
17-337 44-55 §11.04.007 
17-338 44-56 §11.04.008 
17-339 44-57 §11.04.009 
17-340 44-58 §11.04.010 
17-341 44-59 §11.04.011 
17-367 44-77 §11.03.001 
17-369 44-78 §11.03.002 
17-371 44-79 §11.03.003 
17-372 44-80 §11.03.004 
17-373 44-81 §11.03.005 
17-374 44-82 §11.03.006 
17-375 44-83 §11.03.007 
17-386 44-110 §11.03.031 
17-387 44-111 §11.03.032 
17-388 44-112 §11.03.033 
17-389 44-113 §11.03.034 
17-390 44-114 §11.03.035 
17-401 44-142 §11.03.061 
17-402 44-143 §11.03.062 
17-403 44-144 §11.03.063 
17-404 44-145 §11.03.064 
17-405 44-146 §11.03.065 
17-406 44-147 §11.03.066 
17-433 44-25 §11.01.004 
17-456 44-178 §11.05.001 
17-457 44-179 §11.05.002 
17-458 44-180 §11.05.003 
17-459 44-181 §11.05.004 
17-460 44-182 §11.05.005 
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17-461 44-183 §11.05.006 
17-462 44-184 §11.05.007 
17-463 44-185 §11.05.008 
17-464 44-186 §11.05.009 
17-465 44-187 §11.05.010 
17-494 44-21 §11.01.003 
18-1 26-1 §2.05.001 
18-2 26-2 §2.05.002 
18-3 26-3 §2.05.003 
18-4 Amnd. by Ord. 16-780  
18-5 26-5 §2.05.005 
18-6 26-6 §2.05.006 
18-7 26-7 §2.05.007 
18-8 26-8 §§2.05.041, A1.001(a) 
 26-9 §§2.05.042, A1.001(b) 
19-1 16-47 §8.03.001 
19-2 16-48 §8.03.002 
19-3 16-49 §8.03.003 
19-4 16-50 §8.03.004 
19-5 16-51 §8.03.005 
19-6 16-52 §8.03.006 
19-7 16-53 §8.03.007 
19-8 16-54 §8.03.008 
19-9 16-55 §8.03.009 
19-10 16-56 §8.03.010 
19-11 16-57 §8.03.011(a) 
19-12 16-58 §8.03.011(b) 
19-13 16-59 §8.03.011(c) 
20-1 28-1 §8.01.001 
20-2 28-2 §8.01.002 
20-3 28-3 §8.01.003 
20-4 28-4 §8.01.004 
20-5 28-6 §8.01.006 
20-6 28-7 §8.01.007 
20-7 28-8 §8.01.008 
20-26 28-39 §8.09.031 
20-27 28-40 §8.09.032 
20-28 28-41 §8.09.033 
20-29 28-42 §8.09.034 
20-30 28-43 §8.09.035 
20-51 28-75 §8.08.001 
20-52 28-76 §8.08.002 
20-53 28-77 §8.08.003 
20-54 28-78 §8.08.004 
20-106 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
20-107 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
20-108 Rpld. by Ord. 07-636  
20-109 16-80 §7.05.002 
20-110 16-81 §7.05.003 
20-111 16-82 §7.05.004 
20-112 16-83 §7.05.005 
20-113 16-84 §7.05.006 
20-114 16-85 §7.05.007 
20-131 28-100 §8.02.031 
20-132 28-101 §8.02.032 
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20-133 28-102 §8.02.033 
20-134 28-103 §8.02.034 
20-135 28-104 §8.02.035 
20-136 28-105 §8.02.036 
20-141 16-114 §8.04.001 
20-142 16-115 §8.04.002 
20-143 16-116 §8.04.003 
20-144 16-117 §8.04.004 
20-150 6-60 §5.03.061 
20-151 6-61 §5.03.062 
20-153 6-62 §5.03.063 
20-170 12-312 §4.08.001 
20-171 12-313 §4.08.002 
20-172 12-314 §4.08.003 
20-173 12-315 §4.08.004 
20-174 12-316 §4.08.005 
20-175 12-317 §4.08.006 
20-176 12-318 §4.08.007 
20-177 12-319 §4.08.008 
20-178 12-320 §4.08.009 
20-179 12-321 §4.08.010 
20-180 12-322 §4.08.011 
20-181 12-323 §4.08.012 
20-182 12-324 §4.08.013 
20-183 12-325 §4.08.014 
20-184 12-326 §4.08.015 
20-185 12-327 §4.08.016 
20-187 12-329 §4.08.018 
21-1 16-148 §5.11.001 
21-2 16-149 §5.11.002 
21-3 16-150 §5.11.003 
21-4 16-151 §5.11.004 
21-5 16-152 §5.11.005 
21-6 16-153 §5.11.006 
21-7 16-154 §5.11.007 
21-8 16-155 §5.11.008 
21-9 16-156 §5.11.009 
21-10 16-157 §5.11.010 
21-11 16-158 §5.11.011 
21-12 16-159 §5.11.012 
21-13 16-160 §5.11.013 
21-14 16-161 §5.11.014 
21-15 16-162 §5.11.015 
21-16 16-163 §5.11.016 
21-17 16-164 §5.11.017 
21-18 16-165 §5.11.018 
21-36 16-184 §5.11.041 
21-37 16-185 §5.11.042 
21-38 16-186 §5.11.043 
21-39 16-187 §5.11.044 
21-40 16-188 §5.11.045 
21-41 16-189 §5.11.046 
21-42 16-190 §5.11.047 
21-43 16-191 §5.11.048 
21-44 16-192 §5.11.049 
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22-26 30-19 §5.05.031 
22-27 30-20 §5.05.032 
22-28 30-21 §5.05.033 
22-29 30-22 §5.05.034 
22-46 30-48 §5.05.061 
22-47 30-49 §5.05.062 
22-48 30-50 §5.05.063 
22-49 30-51 §5.05.064 
22-50 30-52 §5.05.065 
22-51 30-53 §5.05.066 
22-52 30-54 §5.05.067 
22-53 30-55 §5.05.068 
22-54 30-56 §5.05.069 
22-55 30-57 §5.05.070 
22-56 30-58 §5.05.071 
22-57 30-59 §5.05.072 
22-58 30-60 §5.05.073 
22-59 30-61 §5.05.074 
22-60 30-62 §5.05.075 
23-1 22-19 §2.06.031 
23-2 22-20 §2.06.032 
23-3 22-21 §2.06.033 
23-4 28-5 §8.01.005 
24-1 32-81 §5.07.001 
24-2 32-82 §5.07.002 
24-3 32-83 §5.07.003 
24-4 32-84 §5.07.004 
24-5 32-85 §5.07.005 
24-21 32-114 §5.07.031 
24-22 32-115 §5.07.032 
24-23 32-116 §5.07.033 
24-24 32-117 §5.07.034 
24-25 32-118 §5.07.035 
26-1 34-19 §12.03.001 
26-2 34-20 §12.03.002(a) 
26-3 34-21 §12.03.002(b) 
26-4 34-22 §12.03.002(c) 
26-5 34-23 §12.03.003 
26-6 34-24 §12.03.004 
26-26 34-52 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
26-27 34-53 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
26-28 34-54 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
26-29 34-55 Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
27-2 36-1 §10.01.002 
27-3 36-2 §10.01.001 
27-4 36-3 §10.01.003 
27-5 36-4 §10.01.004 
27-6 36-5 §10.01.005 
27-7 36-6 §10.01.006 
27-8 36-7 §10.01.007 
27-26 36-33 §10.02.001 
27-27 36-34 §10.02.002 
27-28 36-35 §10.02.003 
27-29 36-36 §10.02.004 
27-30 36-37 §10.02.005 
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27-46 36-63 §10.02.031 
27-47 36-64 §10.02.032 
27-48 36-65 §10.02.033 
27-49 36-66 §10.02.034 
27-66 36-91 §10.03.001 
27-67 36-92 §10.03.002 
27-68 36-93 §10.03.003 
27-69 36-94 §10.03.004 
27-70 36-95 §10.03.005 
28-1 38-1 §9.02.001 
28-2 38-2 §9.02.002 
28-3 38-3 §9.02.003 
28-4 38-4 §9.02.004 
28-5 38-5 §9.02.005 
28-6 38-6 §9.02.006 
28-7 38-7 §9.02.007 
28-8 38-8 §9.02.008 
28-9 38-9 §9.02.009 
28-10 38-10 §9.02.010 
28-11 38-11 §9.02.011 
28-12 38-12 §9.02.012 
28-13 38-13 §9.02.013 
28-14 38-14 §9.02.014 
28-15 38-15 §9.02.015 
28-16 38-16 §9.02.016 
28-17 38-17 §9.02.017 
28-18 38-18 §9.02.018 
28-19 38-19 §9.02.019 
28-20 38-20 §9.02.020 
28-21 38-21 §9.02.021 
28-22 38-22 §9.02.022 
28-23 38-23 §9.02.023 
28-24 38-24 §9.02.024 
28-25 38-25 §9.02.025 
28-26 38-26 §9.02.026 
28-27.5 38-27 §9.02.027 
28-29 38-28 §9.02.028 
28-30 38-29 §9.02.029 
28-31 38-30 §9.02.030 
28-32 38-31 §9.02.031 
28-33 38-32 §9.02.032 
28-34 38-33 §9.02.033 
28-35 38-34 §9.02.034 
28-36 38-35 §9.02.035 
28-37 38-36 §9.02.036 
28-38 38-37 §9.02.037 
28-39 38-38 §9.02.038 
29-1 40-1 §2.08.001 
29-2 40-2 §2.08.002(a) 
29-3 40-3 §2.08.002(b) 
29-4 40-4 §2.08.061 
29-5 40-5 §2.08.062 
29-6 40-6 §2.08.031(a) 
29-7 40-7 §2.08.031(b) 
29-8 40-8 §2.08.032 
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29-9 40-9 §§2.08.033, A1.002 
29-10 40-10 §§2.08.091—2.08.097 
29-11 40-11 §2.08.034 
29-12 40-12 §2.08.151 
30-1 48-19 §5.14.001 
30-2 48-20 §5.14.002 
30-3 48-21 §5.14.003 
30-4 48-22 §5.14.004 
30-5 48-23 §5.14.005 
30-6 48-24 §5.14.006 
30-7 48-25 §5.14.007 
30-8 48-26 §5.14.008 
30-9 48-27 §5.14.009 
30-10 48-28 §5.14.010 
30-11 48-29 §5.14.011 
30-12 48-30 §5.14.012 
30-13 48-31 §5.14.013 
30-31 48-51 §5.14.041 
30-32 48-52 §5.14.042 
30-33 48-53 §5.14.043 
30-34 48-54 §5.14.044 
30-35 48-55 §5.14.045 
30-36 48-56 §5.14.046 
30-37 48-57 §5.14.047 
30-38 48-58 §5.14.048 
30-39 48-59 §5.14.049 
30-40 48-60 §5.14.050 
30-40.1 48-61 §5.14.051 
30-41 48-62 §5.14.052 
30-42 48-63 §5.14.053 
30-61 48-85 §5.14.081 
30-62 48-86 §5.14.082 
30-63 48-87 §5.14.083 
30-64 48-88 §5.14.084 
30-65 48-89 §5.14.085 
30-66 48-90 §5.14.086 
30-67 48-91 §5.14.087 
30-86 48-111 §5.14.111 
30-87 48-112 §5.14.112 
30-88 48-113 §5.14.113 
30-89 48-114 §5.14.114 
30-91 48-115 §5.14.115 
30-92 48-116 §5.14.116 
30-93 48-117 §5.14.117 
30-94 48-118 §5.14.118 
30-95 48-119 §5.14.119 
30-96 48-120 §5.14.120 
30-97 48-121 §5.14.121 
30-98 48-122 §5.14.122 
30-99 48-123 §5.14.123 
30-100 48-124 §5.14.124 
30.5-28 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-29 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-30 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-31 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
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30.5-32 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-33 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-34 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
30.5-35 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-1 46-1 §12.01.001 
31-2 46-2 §12.01.002 
31-3 46-3 §12.01.003 
31-4 46-4 §12.01.004 
31-5 46-5 §12.01.005 
31-6 46-6 §12.01.006 
31-7 46-7 §12.01.007 
31-8 46-8 §12.01.008 
31-9 46-9 §12.01.009 
31-10 46-10 §12.01.010 
31-11 46-11 §12.01.011 
31-12 46-12 §12.01.012 
31-13 46-13 §12.01.013 
31-14 46-14 §12.01.014 
31-15 46-15 §12.01.015 
31-16 46-16 §12.01.016 
31-17 46-17 §12.01.017 
31-18 46-18 §12.01.018 
31-19 46-19 §12.01.019 
31-20 46-20 §12.01.020 
31-21 46-21 §12.01.021 
31-22 46-22 §12.01.022 
31-41 46-48 §12.02.001 
31-42 46-49 §12.02.002 
31-43 46-50 §12.02.003 
31-44 46-51 §12.02.004 
31-45 46-52 §12.02.005 
31-46 46-53 §12.02.006 
31-47 46-54 §12.02.007 
31-48 46-55 §12.02.008 
31-49 46-56 §12.02.009 
31-50 46-57 §12.02.010 
31-66 46-88 §12.04.001 
31-67 46-89 §12.04.002 
31-68 46-90 §12.04.003 
31-69 46-91 §12.04.004 
31-70 46-92 §12.04.005 
31-71 46-93 §12.04.006 
31-72 46-94 §12.04.007 
31-73 46-95 §12.04.008 
31-74 46-96 §12.04.009 
31-75 46-97 §12.04.010 
31-76 46-98 §12.04.011 
31-77 46-99 §12.04.012 
31-78 46-100 §12.04.013 
31-96 46-129 §12.05.001 
31-97 46-130 §12.05.002 
31-98 46-131 §12.05.003 
31-99 46-132 §12.05.004 
31-100 46-133 §12.05.005 
31-101 46-134 §12.05.006 
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31-102 46-135 §12.05.007 
31-103 46-136 §12.05.008 
31-104 46-137 §12.05.009 
31-111 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-112 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-113 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-114 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-115 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
31-116 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807  
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APPENDIX D 
 

2007 CODE COMPARATIVE TABLE 
 
This table shows the location or gives the disposition of the chapters, sections and subsections of 
the 2007 Humble Code of Ordinances within this revised code. The abbreviation “NIC” means 
the provision is not included in this code, though not necessarily repealed. 
 
2007 CODE OF ORDINANCES 2022 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
PART I CHARTER Charter 
PART II CODE OF ORDINANCES  
CHAPTER 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS   
Sec. 1-1 Designation and citation of code §1.01.002 
Sec. 1-2 Chapter, article, division and subdivision headings; 

catchlines of sections; charter references, cross 
references and state law references; history notes 

§1.01.003 

Sec. 1-3 Definitions and rules of construction §1.01.004 
Sec. 1-4 Amendments to code–Effect §1.01.007(b) 
Sec. 1-5 Same–Manner §1.01.007(c) 
Sec. 1-6 Same–Language §1.01.007 
Sec. 1-7 Same–New material §1.01.007 
Sec. 1-8 Same–Repeal §1.01.007 
Sec. 1-9 Same–Subject to general penalty §1.01.007(d) 
Sec. 1-10 Supplementation of code §1.01.008 
Sec. 1-11 General penalty; continuing violations §1.01.009 
Sec. 1-12 Effect of repeal of ordinances §1.01.006 
Sec. 1-13 Severability of parts of code §1.01.005 
Sec. 1-14 Certain ordinances not affected by code §1.01.010 
CHAPTER 2: ADMINISTRATION  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 2-1–2-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. CITY COUNCIL  
Secs. 2-19–2-37 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
Division 1. Generally  
Secs. 2-38–2-56 Reserved  
Division 2. City Manager  
Sec. 2-57 Office created §2.03.031 
Sec. 2-58 Appointment §2.03.032 
Sec. 2-59 Residence §2.03.033 
Sec. 2-60 Term of office §2.03.034 
Sec. 2-61 Absence or disability §2.03.035 
Sec. 2-62 Powers and duties §2.03.036 
Sec. 2-63 Compensation §2.03.037 
Secs. 2-64–2-82 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. EMPLOYEE BENEFITS  
Division 1. Generally  
Secs. 2-83–2-101 Reserved  
Division 2. Social Security  
Sec. 2-102 Execution of agreements–Directed §2.04.001(a) 
Sec. 2-103 Same–Agent §2.04.001(b) 
Sec. 2-104 Duties of secretary §2.04.001(c) 
Sec. 2-105 Fund established §2.04.001(d) 
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2007 CODE OF ORDINANCES 2022 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Secs. 2-106–2-124 Reserved  
Division 3. Municipal Retirement System  
Sec. 2-125 Definitions NIC 
Sec. 2-126 Participation in TMRS NIC 
Sec. 2-127 Service credits NIC 
Sec. 2-128 Employee participation, benefits NIC 
Sec. 2-129 Participation in supplemental disability benefits fund NIC 
Sec. 2-130 Participation in supplemental death benefits fund NIC 
Sec. 2-131 Increase in retirement annuities NIC 
Secs. 2-132–2-145 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  
Division 1. Generally  
Secs. 2-146–2-173 Reserved  
Division 2. Board of Adjustment and Appeals  
Sec. 2-174 Appointment §2.02.031 
Sec. 2-175 Membership; terms; quorum; secretary; powers §2.02.032 
Sec. 2-176 Appeals §2.02.033 
Sec. 2-177 Procedures of the board §2.02.034 
Secs. 2-178–2-207 Reserved  
ARTICLE VI. FINANCE  
Secs. 2-208–2-237 Reserved  
ARTICLE VII. RECORDS AND INFORMATION 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 

Sec. 2-238 Policy and purpose §2.07.001 
Sec. 2-239 Definitions §2.07.002 
Sec. 2-240 City records declared public property §2.07.003 
Sec. 2-241 Records and information management responsibility 

established 
§2.07.004 

Sec. 2-242 Duties of city secretary §2.07.005 
Sec. 2-243 Responsibilities of city department heads §2.07.006 
Sec. 2-244 Responsibilities of records coordinators §2.07.007 
Sec. 2-245 City offices to use record schedules §2.07.008 
Sec. 2-246 Development of records retention and disposition 

schedules 
§2.07.009 

Sec. 2-247 Destruction of original city records §2.07.010 
Sec. 2-248 One-time destruction of obsolete records §2.07.011 
Sec. 2-249 Records center §2.07.012 
Sec. 2-250 Preservation of permanent records §2.07.013 
Sec. 2-251 Noncurrent records not to be maintained in office 

files 
§2.07.014 

Sec. 2-252 Destruction of records generally §2.07.015 
Secs. 2-253–2-270 Reserved  
ARTICLE VIII. PREVAILING WAGE  
Sec. 2-271 Rates adopted–Construction trades §2.01.001 
CHAPTER 4: ALARM SYSTEMS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 4-1 Definitions §5.02.001 
Sec. 4-2 Effect of chapter on franchises §5.02.002 
Sec. 4-3 Local alarms §5.02.003 
Secs. 4-4–4-24 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. LICENSES AND PERMITS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 4-25 Required §5.02.004 
Secs. 4-26–4-53 Reserved  
Division 2. Permits  
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2007 CODE OF ORDINANCES 2022 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Sec. 4-54 Alarm user permit required §5.02.031 
Sec. 4-55 Multifamily residential complex §5.02.032 
Sec. 4-56 Application §5.02.033 
Sec. 4-57 Fee; nontransferability §5.02.034 
Sec. 4-58 Charge for the city response to alarm §5.02.005 
CHAPTER 6: ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 6-1 Definitions §5.03.001 
Sec. 6-2 Late hours for consumption, sale or service §5.03.002 
Secs. 6-3–6-22 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. LICENSE  
Sec. 6-23 Required §5.03.031 
Sec. 6-24 Fees §§5.03.032, A3.002 
Sec. 6-25 Duration §5.03.033 
Sec. 6-26 Prerequisites to issuance, effect of issuance §5.03.034 
Sec. 6-27 Conduct of business §5.03.003 
Sec. 6-28 Location restricted §5.03.004 
Secs. 6-29–6-3 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. PROHIBITION OF NUDITY IN 

COMMERCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS SERVING OR 
PERMITTING THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES 

 

Sec. 6-60 Purpose §5.03.061 
Sec. 6-61 Prohibition §5.03.062 
Sec. 6-62 Injunctive relief §5.03.063 
CHAPTER 8: AMUSEMENTS AND ENTERTAINMENTS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 8-1 Insurance required for amusement rides §5.01.001 
Secs. 8-2–8-20 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. COIN-OPERATED MACHINES  
Sec. 8-21 Definitions §2.08.121 
Sec. 8-22 Occupation tax levied §2.08.122 
Sec. 8-23 Payment of tax; receipt to be attached to machine §2.08.123 
Sec. 8-24 Nontaxed machines declared nuisance; seizure and 

destruction 
§2.08.124 

Sec. 8-25 Exemptions from tax §2.08.125 
Sec. 8-26 Application to illegal machines §2.08.126 
Secs. 8-28–8-55 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. POOL AND BILLIARD ROOMS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 8-56 Definitions §5.08.001 
Sec. 8-57 Hours of operation §5.08.002 
Sec. 8-58 Inspections §5.08.003 
Secs. 8-59–8-89 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 8-90 Required §5.08.031 
Sec. 8-91 Application–Generally §5.08.032 
Sec. 8-92 Same–Contents §5.08.033 
Sec. 8-93 Same–Making false statement §5.08.034 
Sec. 8-94 Location, construction of premises §5.08.035 
Sec. 8-95 Denial §5.08.036 
Sec. 8-96 Revocation; suspension §5.08.037 
Sec. 8-97 Transfer §5.08.038 
Sec. 8-98 Display §5.08.039 
Secs. 8-99–8-123 Reserved  
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ARTICLE IV. SEXUALLY ORIENTED BUSINESSES  
Sec. 8-124 Authority, purpose, and intent §5.10.001 
Sec. 8-125 Administration §5.10.002 
Sec. 8-126 Area covered by regulations §5.10.003 
Sec. 8-127 Definitions §5.10.004 
Sec. 8-128 Classifications §5.10.005 
Sec. 8-129 Sexually oriented business permit required for 

enterprises 
§5.10.006 

Sec. 8-130 Displayed of permit §5.10.007 
Sec. 8-131 Enforcement §5.10.008 
Sec. 8-132 Application for permit §§5.10.009, A3.003(a) 
Sec. 8-133 Location requirements §5.10.010 
Sec. 8-134 Notification of public and interested parties §5.10.011 
Sec. 8-135 Application requirements for existing enterprises §5.10.012 
Sec. 8-136 Ongoing duties of applicants for and holders of 

sexually oriented business permits 
§5.10.013 

Sec. 8-137 Public hearing on health and safety §5.10.014 
Sec. 8-138 Issuance or denial of permit §5.10.015 
Sec. 8-139 Revocation or suspension of permit §5.10.016 
Sec. 8-140 Entertainment service provider records §5.10.017 
Sec. 8-141 Notice §5.10.018 
Sec. 8-142 Temporary sexually oriented business permit 

provisions 
§5.10.019 

Sec. 8-143 Permit renewals §§5.10.020, A3.003(b) 
Sec. 8-144 Investigation §5.10.021 
Sec. 8-145 Inspections §5.10.022 
Sec. 8-146 Transfer prohibited §5.10.023 
Sec. 8-147 Lost or destroyed permit §§5.10.024, A3.003(c) 
Sec. 8-148 Operating requirements for enterprises §5.10.025 
Sec. 8-149 Additional regulations for adult motels §5.10.026 
Sec. 8-150 Regulations pertaining to exhibition of sexually 

explicit films or videos 
§5.10.027 

Sec. 8-151 Persons younger than 18 prohibited from entry §5.10.028 
Secs. 8-152–8-199 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. REGULATION OF GAME ROOMS AND 

AMUSEMENT REDEMPTION MACHINES 
 

Sec. 8-200 Definitions §5.09.001 
Sec. 8-201 License required §5.09.002 
Sec. 8-202 Payment of annual inspection and license fee; 

issuance of license 
§5.09.003 

Sec. 8-203 Term of license; jurisdiction; scope §5.09.004 
Sec. 8-204 Restrictions, regulations, controls, and limitations §5.09.005 
Sec. 8-205 Application for amusement redemption machine 

game room license 
§5.09.006 

Sec. 8-206 Renewal of amusement redemption machine game 
room license 

§5.09.007 

Sec. 8-207 Grounds for denial of license; applicants or licensees 
indebted to city 

§5.09.008 

Sec. 8-208 Suspension or revocation of license for violation of 
article 

§5.09.009 

Sec. 8-209 Appeal from denial, suspension or revocation of 
license 

§5.09.010 

Sec. 8-210 Display of license §5.09.011 
Sec. 8-211 Inspections §5.09.012 
Sec. 8-212 Responsibility of licensee §5.09.013 
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Sec. 8-213 Parking facilities §5.09.014 
Sec. 8-214 Violations of existing laws not authorized §5.09.015 
CHAPTER 10: ANIMALS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 10-1 Definitions §3.01.001 
Sec. 10-2 Animal shelter established; enforcing officers 

designated; state rabies control act adopted 
§3.01.002 

Sec. 10-3 When keeping declared to be a nuisance §3.01.003 
Sec. 10-4 Running at large §3.01.004 
Sec. 10-5 City declared a bird sanctuary §3.01.005 
Sec. 10-6 Destruction of birds, nests or eggs prohibited; 

exception 
§3.01.006 

Sec. 10-7 Beekeeping within city unlawful §3.01.007 
Sec. 10-8 Sanctioned youth agricultural programs §3.01.008 
Sec. 10-9 Kennels regulated §3.01.009 
Sec. 10-10 Number of dogs, cats, fowl and livestock limited §3.01.010 
Secs. 10-11–10-34 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. IMPOUNDMENT OF LIVESTOCK AND FOWL  
Sec. 10-35 Authorized §3.02.001 
Sec. 10-36 Right to redeem §3.02.002 
Sec. 10-37 Time for redemption §3.02.003 
Sec. 10-38 Fees §3.02.004 
Sec. 10-39 Sale authorized §3.02.005 
Secs. 10-40–10-66 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. DOGS AND DANGEROUS ANIMALS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 10-67 Dogs running at large §3.03.001 
Sec. 10-68 Destruction of dangerous, vicious dogs §3.03.002 
Sec. 10-69 Surrender of dangerous, biting animal; criteria for 

destroying 
§3.03.003 

Sec. 10-70 Report of rabid dogs §3.03.004 
Sec. 10-71 Suspicion of rabies–Confinement by owner §3.03.005(a) 
Sec. 10-72 Same–Confinement by animal control officer §3.03.005(b) 
Sec. 10-73 Destruction of diseased dogs §3.03.006 
Sec. 10-74 Conduct of quarantine §3.03.007 
Secs. 10-75–10-91 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 10-92 Required §3.04.001 
Sec. 10-93 License fee levied §3.04.002 
Sec. 10-94 When due §3.04.003 
Sec. 10-95 Application §3.04.004 
Sec. 10-96 Vaccination prerequisite to issuance §3.04.005 
Sec. 10-97 Issuance §3.04.006 
Sec. 10-98 Issuance of tag §3.04.007 
Sec. 10-99 Transfer of tag §3.04.008 
Sec. 10-100 No refund of fee §3.04.009 
Sec. 10-101 Collar, tags must be worn §3.04.010 
Secs. 10-102–10-130 Reserved  
Division 3. Impoundment  
Sec. 10-131 Authority §3.05.001 
Sec. 10-132 Right of entry §3.05.002 
Sec. 10-133 Registry of dogs impounded §3.05.003 
Sec. 10-134 Right to redeem §3.05.004 
Sec. 10-135 Time for redemption §3.05.005 
Sec. 10-136 Fees §3.05.006 
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Sec. 10-137 Redemption of unvaccinated dog §3.05.007 
Sec. 10-138 Redemption by person other than owner §3.05.008 
Sec. 10-139 Disposition of funds §3.05.009 
Sec. 10-140 Reports §3.05.010 
CHAPTER 12: BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 12-1 Establishment of office of building official §4.01.001 
Sec. 12-2 Duties of building official §4.01.002 
Sec. 12-3 Right of entry §4.01.003 
Sec. 12-4 Liability §4.01.004 
Sec. 12-5 Contractor registration §4.01.005 
Secs. 12-6–12-26 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. TECHNICAL CODES  
Division 1. Generally  
Secs. 12-27–12-55 Reserved  
Division 2. Building and Mechanical Codes  
Sec. 12-56 Adopted §4.02.031 
  §4.02.061 
  §4.02.091 
  §4.02.121 
Sec. 12-57 Conflicts §4.02.032 
  §4.02.062 
  §4.02.092 
  §4.02.122 
Sec. 12-58 Definitions §4.02.033 
  §4.02.063 
  §4.02.093 
  §4.02.123 
Sec. 12-59 Permit fees §4.02.034 
  §4.02.064 
  §4.02.094 
  §4.02.124 
Secs. 12-60–12-76 Reserved  
Division 3. Electrical Code  
Sec. 12-77 Adopted §4.02.151 
Sec. 12-78 Conflicts §4.02.152 
Sec. 12-79 Definitions §4.02.153 
Sec. 12-80 Use of aluminum wire prohibited §4.02.154 
Sec. 12-81 Additional provisions regarding construction and 

installation of electric service facilities 
§4.02.155 

Sec. 12-82 Required §4.02.156 
Sec. 12-83 When not required §4.02.157 
Sec. 12-84 Permit application §4.02.158 
Sec. 12-85 Inspections §4.02.159 
Sec. 12-86 Tag on inspected work §4.02.160 
Sec. 12-87 Work not to be concealed §4.02.161 
Sec. 12-88 Certificate of inspection generally §4.02.162 
Sec. 12-89 Clearance prior to commencement of service §4.02.163 
Secs. 12-90–12-106 Reserved  
Division 4. Plumbing Code  
Sec. 12-107 Plumbing license law adopted §4.02.191 
Sec. 12-108 Code adopted §4.02.192 
Secs. 12-109–12-120 Reserved  
Division 5. International Energy Conservation Code  
Sec. 12-121 Adopted §4.02.221 
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Secs. 12-122–12-129 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. SETBACK LINES AND FLOOR ELEVATIONS  
Sec. 12-130 Residential setback lines §4.03.001 
Sec. 12-131 Commercial setback lines §4.03.002 
Sec. 12-132 Floor elevation requirements §4.03.003 
Sec. 12-133 Floor elevation requirements in specific areas of the 

city 
§4.03.004 

Sec. 12-134 Former single-family residential structures utilized 
for commercial or retail business 

§4.03.005 

Secs. 12-135–12-151 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. MOVING OR REMOVAL OF BUILDINGS  
Sec. 12-152 Permit required–Moving §4.04.001 
Sec. 12-153 Same–Demolishing §4.04.002 
Sec. 12-154 Permit fees §4.04.003 
Sec. 12-155 Application §4.04.004 
Sec. 12-156 Approval of utility companies §4.04.005 
Sec. 12-157 Security §4.04.006 
Sec. 12-158 Issuance §4.04.007 
Sec. 12-159 Restriction on issuance of permit §4.04.008 
Secs. 12-160–12-186 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION  
Sec. 12-187 Preservation district §9.03.001 
Sec. 12-188 Historic designation §9.03.002 
Sec. 12-189 Preservation committee §9.03.003 
Secs. 12-190–12-216 Reserved  
ARTICLE VI. FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 12-217 Definitions §4.05.001 
Sec. 12-218 Statutory authorization §4.05.002 
Sec. 12-219 Findings of fact §4.05.003 
Sec. 12-220 Statement of purpose §4.05.004 
Sec. 12-221 Methods of reducing flood losses §4.05.005 
Sec. 12-222 Application of article §4.05.006 
Sec. 12-223 Basis for establishing areas of special flood hazard §4.05.007 
Sec. 12-224 Establishment of development permit §4.05.008 
Sec. 12-225 Compliance §4.05.009 
Sec. 12-226 Abrogation and greater restrictions §4.05.010 
Sec. 12-227 Interpretation §4.05.011 
Sec. 12-228 Warning and disclaimer of liability §4.05.012 
Sec. 12-229 Penalties for noncompliance §4.05.013 
Secs. 12-230–12-249 Reserved  
Division 2. Administration  
Sec. 12-250 Designation of floodplain administrator §4.05.041 
Sec. 12-251 Duties, responsibilities of floodplain administrator §4.05.042 
Sec. 12-252 Permit procedures §4.05.043 
Sec. 12-253 Variance procedures §4.05.044 
Secs. 12-254–12-284 Reserved  
Division 3. Flood Hazard Reduction  
Sec. 12-285 General standards §4.05.071 
Sec. 12-286 Specific standards §4.05.072 
Sec. 12-287 Standards for subdivision proposals §4.05.073 
Sec. 12-288 Standards for areas of shallow flooding (AO/AH 

zones) 
§4.05.074 

Sec. 12-289 Floodways §4.05.075 
Sec. 12-290 Severability NIC 
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Secs. 12-291–12-311 Reserved  
ARTICLE VII. TOWERS  
Sec. 12-312 Definitions §4.08.001 
Sec. 12-313 Tower permit required §4.08.002 
Sec. 12-314 Exemptions §4.08.003 
Sec. 12-315 Location of towers §4.08.004 
Sec. 12-316 Tower structure §4.08.005 
Sec. 12-317 Security fence §4.08.006 
Sec. 12-318 Screening fence §4.08.007 
Sec. 12-319 Landscaping §4.08.008 
Sec. 12-320 Signs and lights §4.08.009 
Sec. 12-321 Application procedures for a tower permit §4.08.010 
Sec. 12-322 Notice of pending application §4.08.011 
Sec. 12-323 Waiver §4.08.012 
Sec. 12-324 Protest and appeal; hearing procedures §4.08.013 
Sec. 12-325 Building permit requirement and plan review §4.08.014 
Sec. 12-326 Maintenance and inspection §4.08.015 
Sec. 12-327 Removal of towers §4.08.016 
Sec. 12-328 Deed restriction title report §4.08.017 
Sec. 12-329 Permitted hours for construction and maintenance §4.08.018 
Secs. 12-330–12-349 Reserved  
ARTICLE VIII. NEIGHBORHOOD DEVELOPMENT  
Sec. 12-350 Definitions §9.04.001 
Sec. 12-351 Plats and permits required §9.04.002 
Sec. 12-352 Standards §9.04.003 
Sec. 12-353 Offenses §9.04.004 
Secs. 12-354–12-374 Reserved  
ARTICLE IX. TENTS AND OTHER TEMPORARY 

STRUCTURES 
 

Sec. 12-375 Definitions Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 
Sec. 12-376 Tents prohibited for permanent or temporary 

residential use 
Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 

Sec. 12-377 Certain residential use of tents permitted; 
affirmative defenses 

Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 

Sec. 12-378 Tents prohibited for permanent or temporary 
nonresidential use; certain nonresidential use of 
tents permitted 

Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 

Sec. 12-379 Permitting standards for nonresidential use of tents Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 
Secs. 12-380–12-390 Reserved  
ARTICLE X. CONSTRUCTION  
Division 1. Generally  
Secs. 12-391–12-400 Reserved  
Division 2. Public Water Supply Wells  
Sec. 12-401 Purpose §12.06.031 
Sec. 12-402 Definitions §12.06.032 
Sec. 12-403 Prohibited activities §12.06.033 
Sec. 12-404 Right of entry §12.06.034 
Sec. 12-405 Penalty §12.06.035 
Sec. 12-406 Required removal §12.06.036 
ARTICLE XI. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  
Sec. 12-407 Hotels and motels  
 (a) §5.12.001 
 (b) §5.12.002 
 (c) §5.12.003 
Secs. 12-408–12-499 Reserved  
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Sec. 12-500 Exterior construction requirements for all new 

buildings 
 

 (a) Purpose §9.06.001 
 (b) Definitions §9.06.002 
 (c) Exterior construction requirements §9.06.003 
 (d) Service area design requirements for all non-

single-family residence properties 
§9.06.004 

 (e) Multifamily residential development screening 
wall requirement 

§9.06.005 

 (f) Variances §§9.06.006, A2.001 
 (g) Nonconforming buildings §9.06.007 
 (h) Penalty §9.06.008 
Secs. 12-501–12-599 Reserved  
Sec. 12-600 Recreational vehicles, parks and campgrounds  
 (a) Definitions §4.10.001 
 (b) Prohibitions §4.10.002 
 (c) Requirements §4.10.003 
CHAPTER 14: EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  
Sec. 14-1 Director of emergency management; duties and 

powers 
 

 (a) Organization §1.02.031 
 (b) Emergency management director–Powers and 

duties 
§1.02.032 

 (c) Emergency management plan §1.02.033 
 (d) Inter-jurisdictional program §1.02.034 
 (e) Override §1.02.035 
 (f) Liability §1.02.036 
 (g) Commitment of funds §1.02.037 
 (h) Offenses; penalties §1.02.038 
Sec. 14-2 National Incident Management System adopted §1.02.001 
CHAPTER 16: ENVIRONMENT  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 16-1–16-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. JUNKED VEHICLES  
Sec. 16-19 Definitions §8.07.001 
Sec. 16-20 Exclusions §8.07.002 
Sec. 16-21 Administration §8.07.003 
Sec. 16-22 Application §8.07.004 
Sec. 16-23 Declaration of public nuisance §8.07.005 
Sec. 16-24 Abatement of nuisance–Notice to owner or occupant 

of premises 
§8.07.006 

Sec. 16-25 Same–By city §8.07.007 
Sec. 16-26 Public hearing §8.07.008 
Sec. 16-27 Disposal of junked vehicles §8.07.009 
Sec. 16-28 Junked vehicles shall not be reconstructed §8.07.010 
Sec. 16-29 Notice to department of highways and public 

transportation 
§8.07.011 

Secs. 16-30–16-46 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. NOISE  
Sec. 16-47 Prohibited generally §8.03.001 
Sec. 16-48 Horns, warning devices §8.03.002 
Sec. 16-49 Radios, phonographs, etc §8.03.003 
Sec. 16-50 Yelling, shouting §8.03.004 
Sec. 16-51 Animals, fowl §8.03.005 
Sec. 16-52 Defect in vehicle or load §8.03.006 
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Sec. 16-53 Loading, unloading, opening boxes §8.03.007 
Sec. 16-54 Pile drivers, hammers, etc §8.03.008 
Sec. 16-55 Blowers §8.03.009 
Sec. 16-56 Screeching of tires §8.03.010 
Sec. 16-57 Operation of power mowers; construction, 

demolition–Restricted 
§8.03.011(a) 

Sec. 16-58 Same–Emergency permit §8.03.011(b) 
Sec. 16-59 Same–Government agencies, utilities §8.03.011(c) 
Secs. 16-60–16-76 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. OFFENSIVE CONDITIONS ON PREMISES  
Sec. 16-77 Public nuisance prohibited §7.05.001 
Secs. 16-78, 16-79 Reserved  
Sec. 16-80 Notice to owner to remedy or remove condition–

Generally 
§7.05.002 

Sec. 16-81 Same–How given §7.05.003 
Sec. 16-82 Correction or removal of conditions by city–

Generally 
§7.05.004 

Sec. 16-83 Same–Filing of statement of expenses incurred §7.05.005 
Sec. 16-84 Same–Lien for and collection of expenses §7.05.006 
Sec. 16-85 Same–Repeat violations §7.05.007 
Secs. 16-86–16-113 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. GRAFFITI  
Sec. 16-114 Definitions §8.04.001 
Sec. 16-115 Graffiti declared a public nuisance §8.04.002 
Sec. 16-116 Abatement §8.04.003 
Sec. 16-117 Summary abatement §8.04.004 
Secs. 16-118–16-147 Reserved  
ARTICLE VI. OIL AND GAS WELLS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 16-148 Definitions §5.11.001 
Sec. 16-149 Statement of purpose and intent §5.11.002 
Sec. 16-150 Oil and gas inspector; appointment to enforce article §5.11.003 
Sec. 16-151 Derrick and rig §5.11.004 
Sec. 16-152 Pits §5.11.005 
Sec. 16-153 Drilling operations, equipment generally §5.11.006 
Sec. 16-154 Surface casing §5.11.007 
Sec. 16-155 Premises to be kept clean and sanitary §5.11.008 
Sec. 16-156 Mufflers required §5.11.009 
Sec. 16-157 Storage tanks and separators §5.11.010 
Sec. 16-158 Fencing of wells §5.11.011 
Sec. 16-159 Noise and other nuisances §5.11.012 
Sec. 16-160 Flaring or burning of gas or permitting unburned gas 

to escape within corporate limits prohibited 
§5.11.013 

Sec. 16-161 Fire prevention §5.11.014 
Sec. 16-162 Abandonment and plugging of wells §5.11.015 
Sec. 16-163 Disposal of salt water §5.11.016 
Sec. 16-164 Violation of laws or regulations §5.11.017 
Sec. 16-165 Penalty for violation of article; revocation of permit §5.11.018 
Secs. 16-166–16-183 Reserved  
Division 2. Permit  
Sec. 16-184 Required §5.11.041 
Sec. 16-185 Location restricted; obstructing streets §5.11.042 
Sec. 16-186 Proximity to residence, commercial building or 

structure 
§5.11.043 

Sec. 16-187 Permit application and filing fee §5.11.044 
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Sec. 16-188 Issuance or refusal; contents §5.11.045 
Sec. 16-189 Termination of permit §5.11.046 
Sec. 16-190 Permittee’s insurance and bond §5.11.047 
Sec. 16-191 Conduits on streets and alleys §5.11.048 
Sec. 16-192 Supplemental permit required for deeper drilling §5.11.049 
Secs. 16-193–16-199 Reserved  
ARTICLE VII. BUFFER FENCING  
Sec. 16-200 Definitions §9.05.001 
Sec. 16-201 Temporary buffering wall required §9.05.002 
Sec. 16-202 Buffering wall required §9.05.003 
Sec. 16-203 Permitting required; procedures §9.05.004 
Secs. 16-204–16-299 Reserved  
ARTICLE VIII. WELLHEAD PROTECTION  
Sec. 16-300 Purpose Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-301 Scope Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-302 Definitions Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-303 Methods of reducing potential contamination Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-304 Wellhead protection areas Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-305 WHPA administrator Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-306 Permit required for work on wells Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-307 Permit application and requirements Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-308 Fees and amounts Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-309 Issuance of permit Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-310 Wells contaminating other water sources; nuisance 

abatement 
Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-311 Activities to be restricted within the wellhead 

protection area (WHPA) 
Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Sec. 16-312 Appeals and variances Rpld. by Ordinance adopting 2022 

Code 
Secs. 16-313–16-399 Reserved  
ARTICLE IX. MINIMUM PROPERTY STANDARDS  
Sec. 16-400 Minimum standards generally; responsibilities of 

owners and occupants 
§4.06.001 

Sec. 16-401 Responsibilities of owner §4.06.002 
Sec. 16-402 Responsibilities of occupant §4.06.003 
Sec. 16-403 Retaliation against residents prohibited §4.06.004 
Sec. 16-404 Enforcement of minimum standards §4.06.005 
Secs. 16-405–16-499 Reserved  
ARTICLE X. UNATTENDED DONATION DUMPSTERS  
Sec. 16-500 Purpose §8.06.001 
Sec. 16-501 Definitions §8.06.002 
Sec. 16-502 Permit required §8.06.003 
Sec. 16-503 Regulations §8.06.004 
Sec. 16-504 Penalty §8.06.005 
CHAPTER 18: FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION  
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ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 18-1 Installation of sprinkler system by unlicensed 

contractor prohibited 
§6.01.002 

Sec. 18-2 Storage of motor vehicles unlawful in certain areas 
of apartment complexes 

§6.01.005 

Sec. 18-3 Use of outdoor cookers prohibited in certain 
locations 

§6.01.006 

Sec. 18-4 Fire alarm permits §6.01.003 
Sec. 18-5 Kitchen fire suppression system permits §6.01.004 
Secs. 18-6–18-24 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. FIRE DEPARTMENT  
Sec. 18-25 Created; chief designated §6.02.001 
Sec. 18-26 Paid personnel §6.02.002 
Sec. 18-27 Volunteer members; officers; drills §6.02.003 
Sec. 18-28 Trains in path of crossing upon sounding of fire 

alarm 
§6.01.007 

Secs. 18-29–18-60 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. FIRE MARSHAL  
Sec. 18-61 Office created §6.03.001 
Sec. 18-62 Organization §6.03.002 
Sec. 18-63 Qualifications §6.03.003 
Sec. 18-64 Compensation §6.03.004 
Sec. 18-65 Duty to investigate fires §6.03.005 
Sec. 18-66 Taking of testimony generally §6.03.006 
Sec. 18-67 Summon witnesses, obtain evidence, oaths §6.03.007 
Sec. 18-68 Private investigations, separate witnesses §6.03.008 
Sec. 18-69 Duty when evidence indicates arson §6.03.009 
Sec. 18-70 Misconduct of witnesses §6.03.010 
Sec. 18-71 Right of entry §6.03.011 
Sec. 18-72 Inspection of premises §6.03.012 
Sec. 18-73 Correction of dangerous conditions §6.03.013 
Sec. 18-74 Record of fires §6.03.014 
Sec. 18-75 Attendance at fires §6.03.015 
Sec. 18-76 Monthly report §6.03.016 
Sec. 18-77 Designation, posting, closing of fire lanes; parking 

in fire lanes prohibited; issuance of summons or 
notice 

§6.01.001 

Secs. 18-78–18-97 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. FIRE CODE  
Sec. 18-98 Adopted §6.04.001 
Sec. 18-99 Conflicts §6.04.002 
Sec. 18-100 Establishment and duties of bureau of fire 

prevention 
§6.04.003 

Sec. 18-101 Definitions §6.04.004 
Sec. 18-102 Modifications §6.04.005 
Sec. 18-103 Appeals §6.04.006 
Sec. 18-104 New materials, processes or occupancies which may 

require permits 
§6.04.007 

Sec. 18-105 Penalties §6.04.008 
Secs. 18-106–18-123 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. ABOVEGROUND STORAGE OF FLAMMABLE 

AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS 
 

Sec. 18-124 Definitions §6.05.001 
Sec. 18-125 Aboveground flammable and combustible liquid 

tanks 
§6.05.002 
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Sec. 18-126 Site requirement and capacity §6.05.003 
Secs. 18-127–18-150 Reserved  
ARTICLE VI. ARSON REWARD  
Sec. 18-151 Established §6.06.001 
Sec. 18-152 How offered §6.06.002 
Sec. 18-153 Notice §6.06.003 
Sec. 18-154 Payment §6.06.004 
Secs. 18-155–18-176 Reserved  
ARTICLE VII. EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE  
Sec. 18-177 Persons authorized to engage in emergency 

ambulance service 
§7.02.001 

CHAPTER 20: FOOD AND FOOD HANDLERS  
Sec. 20-1 Designation of health authority §7.04.001 
Sec. 20-2 State and county regulations adopted §7.04.002 
Sec. 20-3 Definitions §7.04.003 
Sec. 20-4 Food permits §7.04.004 
Sec. 20-5 Review of plans §7.04.005 
Sec. 20-6 Food manager certification §7.04.006 
Sec. 20-7 Inspections §7.04.007 
Sec. 20-8 Correction of violations §7.04.008 
Sec. 20-9 Farmers’ market vendor’s permit §7.04.009 
CHAPTER 22: LAW ENFORCEMENT  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 22-1–22-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. POLICE DEPARTMENT  
Sec. 22-19 Department created §2.06.031 
Sec. 22-20 Chief of police; salary §2.06.032 
Sec. 22-21 Arrest without warrant §2.06.033 
CHAPTER 24: MOBILE HOMES  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 24-1 Definitions §4.09.001 
Sec. 24-2 Prohibition §4.09.002 
Sec. 24-3 Requirements §4.09.003 
Sec. 24-4 Duties and powers of building official §4.09.004 
Sec. 24-5 Building notices and orders §4.09.005 
Sec. 24-6 Mobile home tiedown §4.09.006 
Sec. 24-7 Maintenance §4.09.007 
Secs. 24-8–24-32 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. PERMITS  
Sec. 24-33 Required §4.09.031 
Sec. 24-34 Application §4.09.032 
Sec. 24-35 Affidavit §4.09.033 
Sec. 24-36 Fee §4.09.034 
Secs. 24-37–24-60 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. MOBILE HOME PARKS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 24-61 Maintenance §4.09.061 
Sec. 24-62 Office building §4.09.062 
Sec. 24-63 Rules and regulations §4.09.063 
Sec. 24-64 Management §4.09.064 
Sec. 24-65 Supervision §4.09.065 
Sec. 24-66 Register of occupants §4.09.066 
Secs. 24-67–24-90 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 24-91 Required §4.09.091 
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Sec. 24-92 Application §4.09.092 
Sec. 24-93 Investigation §4.09.093 
Sec. 24-94 Fees §4.09.094 
Sec. 24-95 Issuance §4.09.095 
Sec. 24-96 Transfer §4.09.096 
Sec. 24-97 Expiration §4.09.097 
Sec. 24-98 Posting §4.09.098 
Sec. 24-99 Revocation §4.09.099 
Secs. 24-100–24-126 Reserved  
Division 3. Specific Requirements  
Sec. 24-127 Compliance §4.09.121 
Sec. 24-128 Location §4.09.122 
Sec. 24-129 Drainage §4.09.123 
Sec. 24-130 Minimum size of space §4.09.124 
Sec. 24-131 Placement of homes §4.09.125 
Sec. 24-132 Setbacks §4.09.126 
Sec. 24-133 Recreation areas §4.09.127 
Sec. 24-134 Electrical outlets §4.09.128 
Sec. 24-135 Service buildings §4.09.129 
Sec. 24-136 Driveways §4.09.130 
Sec. 24-137 Walkways §4.09.131 
Sec. 24-138 Additional construction §4.09.132 
Sec. 24-139 Water supply §4.09.133 
Sec. 24-140 Sewage and refuse disposal §4.09.134 
Sec. 24-141 Garbage receptacles §4.09.135 
Sec. 24-142 Fire protection §4.09.136 
Sec. 24-143 Fuel §4.09.137 
Sec. 24-144 Sales and/or repair; storage of mobile homes §4.09.008 
CHAPTER 26: MUNICIPAL COURT  
Sec. 26-1 Created §2.05.001 
Sec. 26-2 Jurisdiction §2.05.002 
Sec. 26-3 Rules of practice and procedure §2.05.003 
Sec. 26-4 Judges §2.05.004 
Sec. 26-5 Same–Appointment §2.05.005 
Sec. 26-6 Clerks–Appointment §2.05.006 
Sec. 26-7 Same–Powers and duties §2.05.007 
Sec. 26-8 Security fee as a cost of court §§2.05.041, A1.001(a) 
Sec. 26-9 Municipal court technology fund §§2.05.042, A1.001(b) 
CHAPTER 28: OFFENSES  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 28-1 Disorderly conduct §8.01.001 
Sec. 28-2 Abandoned refrigerators or airtight containers §8.01.002 
Sec. 28-3 Interfering with, obstructing officers §8.01.003 
Sec. 28-4 Giving false name and address to officers prohibited §8.01.004 
Sec. 28-5 Refusing to aid an officer §8.01.005 
Sec. 28-6 Peeping toms prohibited §8.01.006 
Sec. 28-7 Failure to abate nuisance deemed misdemeanor §8.01.007 
Sec. 28-8 Water towers, poles and similar structures; climbing §8.01.008 
Sec. 28-9 Posting on poles §8.01.009 
Sec. 28-10 Destroying lawful posters §8.01.010 
Sec. 28-11 Regulation of recreational vehicles §8.01.011 
Secs. 28-12–28-38 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES  
Sec. 28-39 Determination of “attempt to possess” §8.09.031 
Sec. 28-40 Attempted possession of marijuana unlawful §8.09.032 
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Sec. 28-41 Possession of other unlawful substances §8.09.033 
Sec. 28-42 Exceptions §8.09.034 
Sec. 28-43 Prosecution for attempt §8.09.035 
Secs. 28-44–28-74 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. CONDUCT AND TRAFFIC AT DRIVE-IN 

RESTAURANTS 
 

Sec. 28-75 Definition §8.08.001 
Sec. 28-76 Duty of operator to maintain order §8.08.002 
Sec. 28-77 Enumerated prohibitions §8.08.003 
Sec. 28-78 Sign to be posted §8.08.004 
Secs. 28-79–28-99 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. JUVENILE CURFEWS  
Sec. 28-100 Purpose §8.02.031 
Sec. 28-101 Definitions §8.02.032 
Sec. 28-102 Offenses §8.02.033 
Sec. 28-103 Defenses §8.02.034 
Sec. 28-104 Enforcement §8.02.035 
Sec. 28-105 Penalties §8.02.036 
Secs. 28-106–28-123 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. SEXUAL OFFENDERS  
Sec. 28-124 Definitions §8.05.001 
Sec. 28-125 Residency restrictions–Child care facilities and 

schools 
§8.05.002 

Sec. 28-126 Same–Landlords §8.05.003 
Sec. 28-127 Exemptions §8.05.004 
Sec. 28-128 Calculation of distance between residence and child 

care facility or school 
§8.05.005 

Secs. 28-129–28-150 Reserved  
ARTICLE VI. PHOTOGRAPHIC TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

SYSTEM 
 

Sec. 28-151 Preamble; purpose; applicability; findings §11.02.031 
Sec. 28-152 Definitions §11.02.032 
Sec. 28-153 Offense §11.02.033 
Sec. 28-154 Administration of photographic traffic enforcement 

system 
§11.02.034 

Sec. 28-155 Affirmative defenses §11.02.035 
Sec. 28-156 Penalty; enforcement §11.02.036 
Sec. 28-157 Non-judicial administrative hearing procedures §11.02.037 
Sec. 28-158 Appeal §11.02.038 
Sec. 28-159 Severability NIC 
Secs. 28-160–28-700 Reserved  
ARTICLE VII. SMOKING  
Sec. 28-701 Definitions §7.03.001 
Sec. 28-702 Prohibition of smoking in enclosed public places §7.03.002 
Sec. 28-703 Prohibition of smoking in places of employment §7.03.003 
Sec. 28-704 Prohibition of smoking in seating areas at outdoor 

events 
§7.03.004 

Sec. 28-705 Prohibition of smoking in public transportation 
facilities 

§7.03.005 

Sec. 28-706 Reasonable distance §7.03.006 
Sec. 28-707 Where smoking not regulated §7.03.007 
Sec. 28-708 Declaration of establishment as nonsmoking §7.03.008 
Sec. 28-709 Posting of signs §7.03.009 
Sec. 28-710 Enforcement §7.03.010 
Sec. 28-711 Rules and regulations §7.03.011 
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Sec. 28-712 Violations and penalties §7.03.012 
Sec. 28-713 Other applicable laws §7.03.013 
CHAPTER 30: PEDDLERS, SOLICITORS, TRANSIENT 

BUSINESSES AND HANDBILL DISTRIBUTORS 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 30-1–30-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. PEDDLERS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 30-19 Definition §5.05.031 
Sec. 30-20 Exceptions §5.05.032 
Sec. 30-21 Posting of property §5.05.033 
Sec. 30-22 Hours of operation §5.05.034 
Secs. 30-23–30-47 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 30-48 Required §5.05.061 
Sec. 30-49 Interstate commerce §5.05.062 
Sec. 30-50 Nonprofit entities §5.05.063 
Sec. 30-51 Application §5.05.064 
Sec. 30-52 Driver’s license §5.05.065 
Sec. 30-53 False information §5.05.066 
Sec. 30-54 Service of process §5.05.067 
Sec. 30-55 Bond §5.05.068 
Sec. 30-56 Fee §5.05.069 
Sec. 30-57 Procedures for issuance §5.05.070 
Sec. 30-58 Record §5.05.071 
Sec. 30-59 Duration §5.05.072 
Sec. 30-60 Display §5.05.073 
Sec. 30-61 Advertising restricted §5.05.074 
Sec. 30-62 Suspension or revocation §5.05.075 
Sec. 30-63 Use of public right-of-way §5.05.035 
Secs. 30-64–30-82 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. TRANSIENT RETAIL BUSINESSES  
Sec. 30-83 Definitions §5.05.101 
Sec. 30-84 Exemptions §5.05.102 
Sec. 30-85 Parking or stopping for purpose of selling §5.05.103 
Sec. 30-86 License required §5.05.104 
Sec. 30-87 Application §5.05.105 
Sec. 30-88 Fee; term; reapplication upon change in information §5.05.106 
Sec. 30-89 Parking §5.05.107 
Sec. 30-90 Display; issuance of receipts §5.05.108 
Sec. 30-91 Use of public right-of-way §5.05.109 
Secs. 30-92–30-108 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. DISTRIBUTION OF HANDBILLS  
Sec. 30-109 Definitions §5.05.131 
Sec. 30-110 Exemption for mail and newspapers §5.05.132 
Sec. 30-111 Inhabited private premises §5.05.133 
Sec. 30-112 Prohibited where properly posted §5.05.134 
Sec. 30-113 Depositing on uninhabited or vacant premises §5.05.135 
Sec. 30-114 Placing on vehicles §5.05.136 
Sec. 30-115 Restricted in public places §5.05.137 
Sec. 30-116 Use of public right-of-way §5.05.138 
CHAPTER 32: SECONDHAND GOODS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 32-1–32-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. JUNK DEALERS  
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Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 32-19 Definitions §5.06.001 
Sec. 32-20 Enclosure of premises §5.06.002 
Sec. 32-21 Inspection §5.06.003 
Sec. 32-22 Record of transactions §5.06.004 
Sec. 32-23 Report to police §5.06.005 
Sec. 32-24 Access to records §5.06.006 
Sec. 32-25 Record of identification of motor vehicles §5.06.007 
Sec. 32-26 Removal of identification numbers §5.06.008 
Sec. 32-27 Minimum retention period §5.06.009 
Sec. 32-28 Dismantling of motor vehicles restricted §5.06.010 
Sec. 32-29 Certain purchases prohibited §5.06.011 
Secs. 32-30–32-46 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 32-47 Required §5.06.041 
Sec. 32-48 Application §5.06.042 
Sec. 32-49 Condition of issuance §5.06.043 
Sec. 32-50 Bond required §5.06.044 
Sec. 32-51 Approval of proposed premises §5.06.045 
Sec. 32-52 Fee §5.06.046 
Sec. 32-53 Issuance §5.06.047 
Sec. 32-54 Denial §5.06.048 
Sec. 32-55 Duration §5.06.049 
Sec. 32-56 Contents §5.06.050 
Sec. 32-57 Location of business §5.06.051 
Sec. 32-58 Display §5.06.052 
Sec. 32-59 Duplicates §5.06.053 
Sec. 32-60 Identification of vehicles §5.06.054 
Sec. 32-61 Suspension or revocation §5.06.055 
Secs. 32-62–32-80 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. PRECIOUS METALS AND GEMS DEALERS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 32-81 Definitions §5.07.001 
Sec. 32-82 Transaction record required §5.07.002 
Sec. 32-83 Holding period for items purchased §5.07.003 
Sec. 32-84 Purchases from minors prohibited; exception §5.07.004 
Sec. 32-85 Duty to report stolen goods §5.07.005 
Secs. 32-86–32-113 Reserved  
Division 2. License  
Sec. 32-114 Required §5.07.031 
Sec. 32-115 Application §5.07.032 
Sec. 32-116 Fee, term §5.07.033 
Sec. 32-117 Where valid; transfer of location of business §5.07.034 
Sec. 32-118 Revocation of license; notice; hearing §5.07.035 
CHAPTER 33: SIGNS  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 33-1 Purpose §4.07.001 
Sec. 33-2 Definitions §4.07.002 
Sec. 33-3 Sign districts created §4.07.003 
Secs. 33-4–33-25 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. REGULATIONS  
Sec. 33-26 Permit required §4.07.031 
Sec. 33-27 Application for sign permit §4.07.032 
Sec. 33-28 Permit issuance §4.07.033 
Sec. 33-29 Permit fee §4.07.034 
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Sec. 33-30 Variances §4.07.035 
Sec. 33-31 Revocation of permit §4.07.036 
Sec. 33-32 Number, date, and voltage §4.07.037 
Secs. 33-33–33-50 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. TYPES OF SIGNS  
Sec. 33-51 Signs allowed in all districts §4.07.061 
Sec. 33-52 Signs prohibited in all districts §4.07.062 
Sec. 33-53 Additional signs allowed-Sign District A §4.07.063 
Sec. 33-54 Additional signs allowed-Sign District B §4.07.064 
Sec. 33-55 Additional signs allowed-Sign District C §4.07.065 
Sec. 33-56 Additional signs allowed-Shopping centers and 

integrated business development 
§4.07.066 

Sec. 33-57 Permanent identification signs §4.07.067 
Sec. 33-58 Not-for-profit entities or private school signs §4.07.068 
Sec. 33-59 Portable signs §4.07.069 
Secs. 33-60–33-75 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT  
Sec. 33-76 Nonconforming signs §4.07.091 
Sec. 33-77 Periodic inspection §4.07.092 
Sec. 33-78 Appeals §4.07.093 
Sec. 33-79 Penal provision §4.07.094 
CHAPTER 34: SOLID WASTE  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 34-1–34-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 34-19 Definitions §12.03.001 
Sec. 34-20 Littering prohibited–Generally §12.03.002(a) 
Sec. 34-21 Same–Duty of business owners, occupants §12.03.002(b) 
Sec. 34-22 Same–Duty of customer §12.03.002(c) 
Sec. 34-23 Vehicles §12.03.003 
Sec. 34-24 Neatness §12.03.004 
Secs. 34-25–34-51 Reserved  
Division 2. Collection and Disposal  
Sec. 34-52 Duty to provide Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
Sec. 34-53 Specifications Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
Sec. 34-54 Replacement upon notice Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
Sec. 34-55 Maintenance Amnd. by Ord. 22-920 
CHAPTER 36: STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND OTHER 

PUBLIC PLACES 
 

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 36-1 Obstruction of sidewalks §10.01.002 
Sec. 36-2 Plans, specifications generally §10.01.001 
Sec. 36-3 Obstruction, etc., of drainage §10.01.003 
Sec. 36-4 Temporary culverts prohibited §10.01.004 
Sec. 36-5 Obstruction of public ways generally §10.01.005 
Sec. 36-6 Interference, obstruction of public improvements 

prohibited 
§10.01.006 

Sec. 36-7 Manner of work; cleanliness of premises §10.01.007 
Secs. 36-8–36-32 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. EXCAVATIONS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 36-33 Protection of public §10.02.001 
Sec. 36-34 Supervision of work §10.02.002 
Sec. 36-35 Duties upon completion of work §10.02.003 
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Sec. 36-36 Acceptance, inspection of completed work §10.02.004 
Sec. 36-37 Boring may be required §10.02.005 
Secs. 36-38–36-62 Reserved  
Division 2. Permit  
Sec. 36-63 Required §10.02.031 
Sec. 36-64 Application §10.02.032 
Sec. 36-65 Bond required §10.02.033 
Sec. 36-66 Issuance §10.02.034 
Secs. 36-67–36-90 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. SIGHT OBSTRUCTIONS AT 

INTERSECTIONS 
 

Sec. 36-91 Definition §10.03.001 
Sec. 36-92 Enforcement of article provisions §10.03.002 
Sec. 36-93 Restricted areas §10.03.003 
Sec. 36-94 Maximum height of shrubs, etc §10.03.004 
Sec. 36-95 Minimum clearance of trees §10.03.005 
CHAPTER 38: SUBDIVISIONS  
Sec. 38-1 Title §9.02.001 
Sec. 38-2 Definitions §9.02.002 
Sec. 38-3 Violations and penalties §9.02.003 
Sec. 38-4 Determination §9.02.004 
Sec. 38-5 Purpose and intent §9.02.005 
Sec. 38-6 Application and jurisdiction of regulations §9.02.006 
Sec. 38-7 Administration and enforcement §9.02.007 
Sec. 38-8 General type and character of plans and plats to be 

submitted 
§9.02.008 

Sec. 38-9 Preliminary plan requirements; exhibits and 
supporting documents 

§9.02.009 

Sec. 38-10 Final plat requirements; exhibits and supporting 
documents 

§9.02.010 

Sec. 38-11 Subdivision design standards §9.02.011 
Sec. 38-12 Streets; general intent §9.02.012 
Sec. 38-13 Public streets §9.02.013 
Sec. 38-14 Public alleys §9.02.014 
Sec. 38-15 Public street and alley width; suggestions §9.02.015 
Sec. 38-16 Private streets §9.02.016 
Sec. 38-17 Street names §9.02.017 
Sec. 38-18 Block lengths §9.02.018 
Sec. 38-19 One-foot reserves §9.02.019 
Sec. 38-20 Partial or half streets §9.02.020 
Sec. 38-21 Street lighting §9.02.021 
Sec. 38-22 Easements §9.02.022 
Sec. 38-23 Building setback restrictions §9.02.023 
Sec. 38-24 Reserve tracts §9.02.024 
Sec. 38-25 Lots; general provisions §9.02.025 
Sec. 38-26 Compensating open space §9.02.026 
Sec. 38-27 Multifamily residential uses; general provisions §9.02.027 
Sec. 38-28 Building design, fire walkway §9.02.028 
Sec. 38-29 Off-street parking requirements §9.02.029 
Sec. 38-30 Common area lighting §9.02.030 
Sec. 38-31 Engineering documents regarding public 

improvements 
§9.02.031 

Sec. 38-32 Recording of final plats §9.02.032 
Sec. 38-33 Vacation of recorded plats §9.02.033 
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Sec. 38-34 Disapproval of plans and plat; maintenance of 

dedicated improvements 
§9.02.034 

Sec. 38-35 Variances §9.02.035 
Sec. 38-36 Amendments §9.02.036 
Sec. 38-37 Appeals §9.02.037 
Sec. 38-38 Repeal of conflicting ordinances §9.02.038 
CHAPTER 40: TAXATION  
Sec. 40-1 Tax lien created §2.08.001 
Sec. 40-2 Occupation tax–Generally §2.08.002(a) 
Sec. 40-3 Same–Penalty §2.08.002(b) 
Sec. 40-4 Sales, use tax §2.08.061 
Sec. 40-5 Exemption of residential use of gas and electricity 

from sales and use tax 
§2.08.062 

Sec. 40-6 Homestead tax exemption to persons 65 or over–
Granted; exception 

§2.08.031(a) 

Sec. 40-7 Same–Proof of entitlement §2.08.031(b) 
Sec. 40-8 Tax exemption on residence homesteads of persons 

under social security disability 
§2.08.032 

Sec. 40-9 Imposition of certain collection expenses upon 
delinquent taxpayers 

§§2.08.033, A1.002 

Sec. 40-10 Room occupancy tax  
 (a) Definitions §2.08.091 
 (b) Tax levied §2.08.092 
 (c) Exception §2.08.093 
 (d) Collection §2.08.094 
 (e) Reports §2.08.095 
 (f) Rules and regulations §2.08.096 
 (g) Penalties §2.08.097 
Sec. 40-11 Taxation of certain tangible personal property and 

ores 
§2.08.034 

Sec. 40-12 Local share of bingo prize fee §2.08.151 
Sec. 40-13 Goods-in-transit tax §2.08.035 
Sec. 40-14 Taxation of telecommunication services §2.08.063 
CHAPTER 42: RIGHT-OF-WAY MANAGEMENT  
ARTICLE I. PERMIT REQUIRED FOR WORK IN RIGHT-

OF-WAY 
 

Sec. 42-1 Definitions §10.04.001 
Sec. 42-2 Registration and construction permits §10.04.002 
Sec. 42-3 Construction standards §10.04.003 
Sec. 42-4 General terms applicable to permit holders §10.04.004 
Sec. 42-5 Structure location and conformance with public 

improvements 
§10.04.005 

Sec. 42-6 Improperly installed structures §10.04.006 
Sec. 42-7 Restoration of property §10.04.007 
Sec. 42-8 Revocation or denial of permit §10.04.008 
Sec. 42-9 Construction and maintenance of structures §10.04.009 
Sec. 42-10 Permit and right-of-way fees §§10.04.010, A2.002 
Sec. 42-11 Indemnification §10.04.011 
Sec. 42-12 Relocation and removal of structures §10.04.012 
Sec. 42-13 Future contingency §10.04.013 
Sec. 42-14 Conflicts with other requirements §10.04.014 
CHAPTER 44: TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 44-1–44-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. TRAFFIC REGULATIONS  
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Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 44-19 Definitions §11.01.001 
Sec. 44-20 Use of roller skates, toys and similar devices 

restricted 
§11.01.002 

Sec. 44-21 Skateboards, roller skates, inline skates, etc., 
prohibited in Old Humble Downtown 

§11.01.003 

Sec. 44-22 Payment of fine at traffic violations bureau §11.02.002 
Sec. 44-23 Authority of officers of fire department to direct 

traffic 
§11.02.003 

Sec. 44-24 Temporary traffic control officers §11.02.004 
Sec. 44-25 Motor vehicle, boat operation on flooded street or 

parking lot unlawful 
§11.01.004 

Sec. 44-26 Driving on fresh pavement §11.01.005 
Sec. 44-27 “Digging out” prohibited §11.01.006 
Sec. 44-28 Obstructing traffic generally §11.01.007 
Sec. 44-29 Operation of dangerous vehicles §11.01.008 
Sec. 44-30 Ratification of existing devices §11.02.001 
Secs. 44-31–44-48 Reserved  
Division 2. Truck Routes  
Sec. 44-49 Definitions §11.04.001 
Sec. 44-50 Application of regulations §11.04.002 
Sec. 44-51 Exceptions §11.04.003 
Sec. 44-52 Trucks originating outside city–One inside 

destination point 
§11.04.004 

Sec. 44-53 Same–Multiple inside destination points §11.04.005 
Sec. 44-54 Trucks originating inside city–Outside destination 

point 
§11.04.006 

Sec. 44-55 Same–Inside destination points §11.04.007 
Sec. 44-56 Maps §11.04.008 
Sec. 44-57 Signs §11.04.009 
Sec. 44-58 Failure to post §11.04.010 
Sec. 44-59 Weigh-in §11.04.011 
Secs. 44-60–44-76 Reserved  
Division 3. Stopping, Standing and Parking  
Subdivision I. In General  
Sec. 44-77 Special parking §11.03.001 
Sec. 44-78 Parking for certain purposes §11.03.002 
Sec. 44-79 Angle parking §11.03.003 
Sec. 44-80 Parking not to obstruct traffic §11.03.004 
Sec. 44-81 Parking in alleys §11.03.005 
Sec. 44-82 Habitual parking §11.03.006 
Sec. 44-83 Parking for more than 72 hours prohibited §11.03.007 
Sec. 44-84 Parking of commercial vehicles prohibited §11.03.008 
Sec. 44-85 Proof of ownership of vehicle; presumption §11.03.009 
Secs. 44-86–44-109 Reserved  
Subdivision II. Restrictions and Prohibitions on Certain Streets  
Sec. 44-110 Standing or parking §11.03.031 
Sec. 44-111 Regulations not exclusive §11.03.032 
Sec. 44-112 Parking prohibited on certain streets §11.03.033 
Sec. 44-113 Parking restricted on certain streets §11.03.034 
Sec. 44-114 Parking signs required §11.03.035 
Secs. 44-115–44-141 Reserved  
Subdivision III. Loading and Unloading  
Sec. 44-142 Designation of curb loading zones §11.03.061 
Sec. 44-143 Standing in passenger curb loading zone §11.03.062 
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Sec. 44-144 Standing in freight curb loading zones §11.03.063 
Sec. 44-145 City traffic engineer to designate public carrier stops 

and stands 
§11.03.064 

Sec. 44-146 Stopping, standing and parking of buses and 
taxicabs regulated 

§11.03.065 

Sec. 44-147 Restricted use of bus and taxicab stands §11.03.066 
Secs. 44-148–44-177 Reserved  
Division 4. Parades and Processions  
Sec. 44-178 Permit required §11.05.001 
Sec. 44-179 When prohibited §11.05.002 
Sec. 44-180 Route §11.05.003 
Sec. 44-181 Insurance §11.05.004 
Sec. 44-182 Fee §11.05.005 
Sec. 44-183 Prohibited during emergency §11.05.006 
Sec. 44-184 Exceptions §11.05.007 
Sec. 44-185 Change of route §11.05.008 
Sec. 44-186 Driving through procession prohibited §11.05.009 
Sec. 44-187 Unlawful to interrupt §11.05.010 
Secs. 44-188–44-212 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. WRECKERS AND VEHICLE STORAGE 

FACILITIES 
 

Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 44-213 Definitions §5.13.001 
Sec. 44-214 Consent tows §5.13.002 
Sec. 44-215 Nonconsent tows §5.13.003 
Sec. 44-216 Police-authorized tows §5.13.004 
Sec. 44-217 Parking upon arrival §5.13.005 
Sec. 44-218 Igniting matches or smoking at scene of accident §5.13.006 
Sec. 44-219 Solicitation of business §5.13.007 
Sec. 44-220 Obedience to, interference with police officers §5.13.008 
Sec. 44-221 Duties of officers §5.13.009 
Sec. 44-222 Required equipment §5.13.010 
Sec. 44-223 Clearing debris §5.13.011 
Sec. 44-224 Charges, police-authorized and nonconsent tows §5.13.012 
Sec. 44-225 Ad valorem taxes §5.13.013 
Secs. 44-226–44-243 Reserved  
Division 2. Vehicle Storage Facilities  
Sec. 44-244 State license required §5.13.041 
Sec. 44-245 Hours of operation §5.13.042 
Sec. 44-246 Storage place for wrecked or disabled vehicles; 

identifying sign 
§5.13.043 

Sec. 44-247 Reasonable storage effort §5.13.044 
Sec. 44-248 Notice to vehicle owners §5.13.045 
Sec. 44-249 Charges §5.13.046 
Sec. 44-250 Buffer fencing required §5.13.047 
Secs. 44-251–44-276 Reserved  
Division 3. Wrecker Permits  
Sec. 44-277 Required classes §5.13.071 
Sec. 44-278 Application §5.13.072 
Sec. 44-279 Fee §5.13.073 
Sec. 44-280 Pro rata fees §5.13.074 
Sec. 44-281 Insurance §5.13.075 
Sec. 44-282 Issuance §5.13.076 
Sec. 44-283 Contents §5.13.077 
Sec. 44-284 Additional vehicles §5.13.078 
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2007 CODE OF ORDINANCES 2022 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Sec. 44-285 Replacement of vehicle §5.13.079 
Sec. 44-286 Rules; regulations §5.13.080 
Sec. 44-287 Expiration §5.13.081 
Sec. 44-288 Revocation §5.13.082 
Secs. 44-289–33-309 Reserved  
Division 4. Wrecker Drivers  
Sec. 44-310 State operators license required §5.13.111 
Sec. 44-311 City license required §5.13.112 
Sec. 44-312 Application §5.13.113 
Sec. 44-313 Investigation §5.13.114 
Sec. 44-314 Issuance §5.13.115 
Sec. 44-315 Revocation, suspension or denial of wrecker 

operator’s license 
§5.13.116 

Sec. 44-316 Appeal §5.13.117 
Sec. 44-317 Identification cards §5.13.118 
Sec. 44-318 Duration §5.13.119 
Sec. 44-319 Fee §5.13.120 
CHAPTER 46: UTILITIES  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Sec. 46-1 Definition §12.01.001 
Sec. 46-2 Scope of provisions §12.01.002 
Sec. 46-3 Service to comply with technical provisions §12.01.003 
Sec. 46-4 Rules, regulations §12.01.004 
Sec. 46-5 Inspection outside city §12.01.005 
Sec. 46-6 Right of entry §12.01.006 
Sec. 46-7 Termination of service authorized §12.01.007 
Sec. 46-8 Liability of city for damage §12.01.008 
Sec. 46-9 Use assumed §12.01.009 
Sec. 46-10 Service not available to debtors §12.01.010 
Sec. 46-11 Utility service application–Required §12.01.011 
Sec. 46-12 Same–Approval §12.01.012 
Sec. 46-13 Not to use contrary to permit §12.01.013 
Sec. 46-14 Damage, trespass of equipment §12.01.014 
Sec. 46-15 Temporary interruption of service §12.01.015 
Sec. 46-16 Restricting use §12.01.016 
Sec. 46-17 Sale of service by customer §12.01.017 
Sec. 46-18 Connections to service §12.01.018 
Sec. 46-19 Separate connections §12.01.019 
Sec. 46-20 Unlawful connections §12.01.020 
Sec. 46-21 Unlawful use §12.01.021 
Sec. 46-22 Maintenance of system by consumer §12.01.022 
Secs. 46-23–46-47 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. RATES AND CHARGES  
Sec. 46-48 Meters §12.02.001 
Sec. 46-49 Deposits required §12.02.002 
Sec. 46-50 Refund of deposit §12.02.003 
Sec. 46-51 Effect of transfer, moving §12.02.004 
Sec. 46-52 Determination of charges §12.02.005 
Sec. 46-53 When payment due §12.02.006 
Sec. 46-54 Penalty for failure to pay §12.02.007 
Sec. 46-55 Disconnection for nonpayment §12.02.008 
Sec. 46-56 Reconnection after disconnection §12.02.009 
Sec. 46-57 Voluntary discontinuance of service §12.02.010 
Secs. 46-58–46-87 Reserved  
ARTICLE III. INDUSTRIAL WASTES  



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix D: 2007 Code Comparative Table 

 Appendix D-24 

2007 CODE OF ORDINANCES 2022 CODE OF ORDINANCES 
Sec. 46-88 Definitions §12.04.001 
Sec. 46-89 Special agreements §12.04.002 
Sec. 46-90 Protection from damage §12.04.003 
Sec. 46-91 Right of entry §12.04.004 
Sec. 46-92 Use of the public sewers generally §12.04.005 
Sec. 46-93 Enumeration of prohibited discharges §12.04.006 
Sec. 46-94 Application statement for discharge of industrial 

wastes 
§12.04.007 

Sec. 46-95 Grease and grit traps §12.04.008 
Sec. 46-96 Discharge of certain wastes subject to review, 

approval 
§12.04.009 

Sec. 46-97 Preliminary treatment facilities §12.04.010 
Sec. 46-98 Control manhole may be required §12.04.011 
Sec. 46-99 Measurements, tests generally §12.04.012 
Sec. 46-100 Enforcement §12.04.013 
Secs. 46-101–46-128 Reserved  
ARTICLE IV. WATER AND SEWER MAIN EXTENSIONS  
Sec. 46-129 Application §12.05.001 
Sec. 46-130 Deposit required §12.05.002 
Sec. 46-131 Participation by others in cost §12.05.003 
Sec. 46-132 Modification of charges §12.05.004 
Sec. 46-133 Adjustments between the estimated cost and actual 

cost 
§12.05.005 

Sec. 46-134 Limitation on refunds §12.05.006 
Sec. 46-135 Availability of funds or materials §12.05.007 
Sec. 46-136 Application of funds collected §12.05.008 
Sec. 46-137 No vested rights §12.05.009 
Secs. 46-138–46-150 Reserved  
ARTICLE V. WATER CONSERVATION  
Sec. 46-151 Water conservation and drought contingency plan 

adopted 
Rpld. by Ord. 20-876 

CHAPTER 48: VEHICLES FOR HIRE  
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL  
Secs. 48-1–48-18 Reserved  
ARTICLE II. TAXICABS  
Division 1. Generally  
Sec. 48-19 Definitions §5.14.001 
Sec. 48-20 Exclusion from provisions §5.14.002 
Sec. 48-21 Council to fix, display rates §5.14.003 
Sec. 48-22 Conformance to rate required §5.14.004 
Sec. 48-23 Ownership of vehicle §5.14.005 
Sec. 48-24 Maximum seating §5.14.006 
Sec. 48-25 Transportation of criminals §5.14.007 
Sec. 48-26 Acting on behalf of prostitutes or unlawful 

establishments 
§5.14.008 

Sec. 48-27 Consumption of alcoholic beverages in vehicle §5.14.009 
Sec. 48-28 Sale of alcoholic beverages §5.14.010 
Sec. 48-29 Receipt, discharge of passengers §5.14.011 
Sec. 48-30 Business office required §5.14.012 
Sec. 48-31 Advertising §5.14.013 
Secs. 48-32–48-50 Reserved  
Division 2. Permit  
Sec. 48-51 Required §5.14.041 
Sec. 48-52 Application §5.14.042 
Sec. 48-53 Consideration, action by council §5.14.043 
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Sec. 48-54 Contents §5.14.044 
Sec. 48-55 Fee §5.14.045 
Sec. 48-56 Expiration §5.14.046 
Sec. 48-57 Replacement of vehicle §5.14.047 
Sec. 48-58 Transfer prohibited §5.14.048 
Sec. 48-59 Display §5.14.049 
Sec. 48-60 Inspection of vehicles; mechanical condition §5.14.050 
Sec. 48-61 Inspection of meter §5.14.051 
Sec. 48-62 Revocation §5.14.052 
Sec. 48-63 Identification of vehicles §5.14.053 
Secs. 48-64–48-84 Reserved  
Division 3. Liability Insurance  
Sec. 48-85 Required §5.14.081 
Sec. 48-86 Minimum amount of coverage §5.14.082 
Sec. 48-87 Persons protected §5.14.083 
Sec. 48-88 Provision for continuing liability §5.14.084 
Sec. 48-89 Increasing amount upon return of execution 

unsatisfied 
§5.14.085 

Sec. 48-90 Cancellation §5.14.086 
Sec. 48-91 City not liable for solvency of insurer; owner’s 

liability not affected; suits on policy 
§5.14.087 

Secs. 48-92–48-110 Reserved  
Division 4. Drivers  
Sec. 48-111 State driver’s license required §5.14.111 
Sec. 48-112 City license required §5.14.112 
Sec. 48-113 Qualifications §5.14.113 
Sec. 48-114 Application §5.14.114 
Sec. 48-115 Investigation §5.14.115 
Sec. 48-116 Issuance §5.14.116 
Sec. 48-117 Appeal §5.14.117 
Sec. 48-118 Identification cards §5.14.118 
Sec. 48-119 Transfer prohibited §5.14.119 
Sec. 48-120 Duration §5.14.120 
Sec. 48-121 Fee §5.14.121 
Sec. 48-122 Appearance §5.14.122 
Sec. 48-123 Solicitation of business §5.14.123 
Sec. 48-124 Property left in vehicle §5.14.124 
 





 Appendix E-1 

APPENDIX E 
 

ORDINANCE DISPOSITION TABLE 
 
 
This table shows the location or gives the disposition of the ordinances within the Humble Code 
of Ordinances. The abbreviation “NIC” means the ordinance is not included in this code, though 
not necessarily repealed. In the “Supp. No.” column, the letters “CA” indicate the ordinance was 
published in the original code as adopted. When an ordinance has been added as part of a code 
supplement, the supplement number will be added accordingly. 
 
Ordinance 

Number 
Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 

No. 
209 4/12/73 3 1-14 §1.01.010 CA 
276 3/8/79 1 38-1 §9.02.001 CA 
  2 38-4 §9.02.004 CA 
  3 38-5 §9.02.005 CA 
  4 38-6 §9.02.006 CA 
  5 38-7 §9.02.007 CA 
  6 38-8 §9.02.008 CA 
  7 38-9 §9.02.009 CA 
  8 38-10 §9.02.010 CA 
  9 38-11 §9.02.011 CA 
  10 38-12 §9.02.012 CA 
  11 38-13 §9.02.013 CA 
  12 38-14 §9.02.014 CA 
  13 38-15 §9.02.015 CA 
  14 38-16 §9.02.016 CA 
  15 38-17 §9.02.017 CA 
  16 38-18 §9.02.018 CA 
  17 38-19 §9.02.019 CA 
  18 38-20 §9.02.020 CA 
  18.1-1 38-21 §9.02.021 CA 
  19 38-22 §9.02.022 CA 
  20 38-23 §9.02.023 CA 
  21 38-24 §9.02.024 CA 
  22 38-25 §9.02.025 CA 
  23 38-26 §9.02.026 CA 
  26 38-28 §9.02.028 CA 
  27 38-29 §9.02.029 CA 
  27-1 38-30 §9.02.030 CA 
  28 38-31 §9.02.031 CA 
  29 38-32 §9.02.032 CA 
  30 38-33 §9.02.033 CA 
  31 38-34 §9.02.034 CA 
  32 38-35 §9.02.035 CA 
  33 38-36 §9.02.036 CA 
  34 38-2 §9.02.002 CA 
  35 38-37 §9.02.037 CA 
  37 38-3 §9.02.003 CA 
  38 38-38 §9.02.038 CA 
316 5/14/81 1–8 38-21 §9.02.021 CA 
318 7/9/81 1–5 38-30 §9.02.030 CA 
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Ordinance 
Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

330 1/26/82 1 Charter, art. II, sec. 5 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  2 Charter, art. V, sec. 2 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
331 1/26/82 1 Charter, art. II, sec. 2 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
337 8/12/82 1, 2 38-29 §9.02.029 CA 
354 8/11/83 1 38-26 §9.02.026 CA 
  2 38-29 §9.02.029 CA 
87-403 1/28/87 I Charter, art. I, sec. 3 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  II Charter, art. I, sec. 4 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  III Charter, art. I, sec. 6 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  IV Charter, art. I, sec. 8 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  V Charter, art. I, sec. 9 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  VI Charter, art. I, sec. 10 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  VII Charter, art. I, sec. 11 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  VIII Charter, art. I, sec. 13 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  IX Charter, art. II, sec. 1 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  X Charter, art. II, sec. 2 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XI Charter, art. II, sec. 3 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XII Charter, art. II, sec. 4 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XIII Charter, art. II, sec. 6 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XIV Charter, art. II, sec. 7 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XV Charter, art. II, sec. 8 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XVI Charter, art. II, sec. 9 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XVII Rpld. Charter, art. II, 

sec. 11 
 CA 

  XVIII Charter, art. II, sec. 
14 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  XIX Charter, art. III, sec. 1 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XX Charter, art. III, sec. 7 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XXI Charter, art. V, sec. 5 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  XXX Charter, art. VII, sec. 

7 
Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  XXXI Charter, art. VIII, sec. 
3 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  XXXII Charter, art. VIII, sec. 
5 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  XXXIII Deleted Charter, art. 
VIII, sec. 7 

  

  XXXIV Charter, art. VIII, sec. 
13 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

87-409 9/10/87 1 2-125 NIC CA 
   2-128 NIC CA 
88-413 12/8/87 Art. 1, sec. A 12-218 §4.05.002 CA 
  Art. 1, sec. B 12-219 §4.05.003 CA 
  Art. 1, sec. C 12-220 §4.05.004 CA 
  Art. 1, sec. D 12-221 §4.05.005 CA 
  Art. 2 12-217 §4.05.001 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. A 12-222 §4.05.006 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. B 12-223 §4.05.007 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. C 12-224 §4.05.008 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. D 12-225 §4.05.009 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. E 12-226 §4.05.010 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. F 12-227 §4.05.011 CA 
  Art. 3, sec. G 12-228 §4.05.012 CA 
  Art. 4, sec. A 12-250 §4.05.041 CA 
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Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

  Art. 4, sec. B 12-251 §4.05.042 CA 
  Art. 4, sec. C 12-252 §4.05.043 CA 
  Art. 4, sec. D 12-253 §4.05.044 CA 
  Art. 5, sec. A 12-285 §4.05.071 CA 
  Art. 5, sec. B 12-286 §4.05.072 CA 
  Art. 5, sec. C 12-287 §4.05.073 CA 
  Art. 5, sec. D 12-288 §4.05.074 CA 
  Art. 5, sec. E 12-289 §4.05.075 CA 
89-424 1/12/89 I 4-55 §5.02.032 CA 
  II 4-57 §5.02.034 CA 
89-427 3/9/89 1 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
89-428 3/9/89 1 18-98 §6.04.001 CA 
89-430 4/26/89 I 40-12 §2.08.151 CA 
90-434 12/14/89 1 40-11 §2.08.034 CA 
90-435 12/14/89 2 2-131 NIC CA 
90-436 6/14/90 1 2-238 §2.07.001 CA 
  2 2-239 §2.07.002 CA 
  3 2-240 §2.07.003 CA 
  4 2-241 §2.07.004 CA 
  5 2-242 §2.07.005 CA 
  6 2-243 §2.07.006 CA 
  7 2-244 §2.07.007 CA 
  8 2-245 §2.07.008 CA 
  9 2-246 §2.07.009 CA 
  10 2-247 §2.07.010 CA 
  11 2-248 §2.07.011 CA 
  12 2-249 §2.07.012 CA 
  13 2-250 §2.07.013 CA 
  14 2-251 §2.07.014 CA 
  15 2-252 §2.07.015 CA 
90-438 7/12/90 I 4-1 §5.02.001 CA 
  IV 4-25 §5.02.004 CA 
  V 4-58 §5.02.005 CA 
90-439 7/12/90 I 48-31 §5.14.013 CA 
   48-60 §5.14.050 CA 
   48-61 §5.14.051 CA 
   48-63 §5.14.053 CA 
   48-86 §5.14.082 CA 
   48-112 §5.14.112 CA 
   48-114 §5.14.114 CA 
   48-118 §5.14.118 CA 
   48-121 §5.14.121 CA 
91-446 1/10/91  12-81 §4.02.155 CA 
91-448 7/1/91  4-57 §5.02.034 CA 
92-452 2/13/92 1 12-187 §9.03.001 CA 
  2 12-188 §9.03.002 CA 
  3 12-189 §9.03.003 CA 
92-454 3/25/92 1 2-174 §2.02.031 CA 
  2 2-175 §2.02.032 CA 
  3 2-176 §2.02.033 CA 
  4 2-177 §2.02.034 CA 
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 5/2/92(Amd.)  Charter, art. V, secs. 
2, 3 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

92-455 5/13/92  2-62 §2.03.036 CA 
93-462 1/27/93  12-133 §4.03.004 CA 
93-463 1/27/93  12-134 §4.03.005 CA 
93-464 1/27/93  12-81 §4.02.155 CA 
93-466 4/28/93 1 24-1 §4.09.001 CA 
   24-2 §4.09.002 CA 
   24-3 §4.09.003 CA 
   24-4 §4.09.004 CA 
   24-5 §4.09.005 CA 
   24-6 §4.09.005 CA 
   24-7 §4.09.007 CA 
   24-33 §4.09.031 CA 
   24-34 §4.09.032 CA 
   24-35 §4.09.033 CA 
   24-36 §4.09.034 CA 
93-467 6/10/93 1 38-26 §9.02.026 CA 
  2 38-29 §9.02.029 CA 
  3 38-27 §9.02.027 CA 
93-468 8/12/93 1 12-187 §9.03.001 CA 
93-469 8/12/93 1 2-174 §2.02.031 CA 
  2 2-175 §2.02.032 CA 
94-475 3/9/94 1 18-1 §6.01.002 CA 
94-481 9/15/94 2 16-114 §8.04.001 CA 
   16-115 §8.04.002 CA 
   16-116 §8.04.003 CA 
   16-117 §8.04.004 CA 
95-484 11/16/94 1 28-1 §8.01.001 CA 
95-486 5/24/95  1, 2 18-3 §6.01.006 CA 
96-492 1/11/96 I 12-84 §4.02.158 CA 
  III 12-85 §4.02.159 CA 
  IV 12-89 §4.02.163 CA 
  VI 12-81 §4.02.155 CA 
96-494 1/24/96 1 20-1 §7.04.001 CA 
  2 20-2 §7.04.002 CA 
  3 20-3 §7.04.003 CA 
  4 20-4 §7.04.004 CA 
  5 20-5 §7.04.005 CA 
  6 20-6 §7.04.006 CA 
  7 20-7 §7.04.007 CA 
  8 20-8 §7.04.008 CA 
96-495 2/28/96 1 2-128 NIC CA 
96-496 2/28/96 1 2-127 NIC CA 
96-498 5/9/96 Amend. 1 Charter, art. II, sec. 2 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 2 Charter, art. II, sec. 3 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 4 Charter, art. II, sec. 6 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 5 Charter, art. II, sec. 7 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 6 Charter, art. II, secs. 

10, 11 
Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  Amend. 7 Charter, art. III, sec. 4 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 8 Charter, art. V, sec. 1 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 9 Charter, art. VI Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
  Amend. 10 Charter, art. II, sec. 8 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
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Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

   Charter, art. II, sec. 
13 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

   Charter, art. VII, sec. 
7 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

   Charter, art. VIII, sec. 
5 

Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 

  Amend. 12 Charter, art. I, sec. 3 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
96-500 8/8/96 1 12-217 §4.05.001 CA 
96-501 8/8/96 1 20-6 §7.04.006 CA 
97-507 11/20/96 2 44-213 §5.13.001 CA 
   44-214 §5.13.002 CA 
   44-215 §5.13.003 CA 
   44-216 §5.13.004 CA 
   44-217 §5.13.005 CA 
   44-218 §5.13.006 CA 
   44-219 §5.13.007 CA 
   44-220 §5.13.008 CA 
   44-221 §5.13.009 CA 
   44-222 §5.13.010 CA 
   44-223 §5.13.011 CA 
   44-224 §5.13.012 CA 
   44-225 §5.13.013 CA 
   44-244 §5.13.041 CA 
   44-245 §5.13.042 CA 
   44-246 §5.13.043 CA 
   44-247 §5.13.044 CA 
   44-248 §5.13.045 CA 
   44-249 §5.13.046 CA 
   44-277 §5.13.071 CA 
   44-278 §5.13.072 CA 
   44-279 §5.13.073 CA 
   44-280 §5.13.074 CA 
   44-281 §5.13.075 CA 
   44-282 §5.13.076 CA 
   44-283 §5.13.077 CA 
   44-284 §5.13.078 CA 
   44-285 §5.13.079 CA 
   44-286 §5.13.080 CA 
   44-287 §5.13.081 CA 
   44-288 §5.13.082 CA 
   44-310 §5.13.111 CA 
   44-311 §5.13.112 CA 
   44-312 §5.13.113 CA 
   44-313 §5.13.114 CA 
   44-314 §5.13.115 CA 
   44-315 §5.13.116 CA 
   44-316 §5.13.117 CA 
   44-317 §5.13.118 CA 
   44-318 §5.13.119 CA 
   44-319 §5.13.120 CA 
97-513 6/25/97 1, 2 18-177 §7.02.001 CA 
97-514 7/10/97 1 40-10 §§2.08.091—2.08.097 CA 
98-528 5/14/98 1 6-60 §5.03.061 CA 
  2 6-61 §5.03.062 CA 
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Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

   6-62 §5.03.063 CA 
98-529 5/14/98 1 12-312 §4.08.001 CA 
   12-313 §4.08.002 CA 
   12-314 §4.08.003 CA 
   12-315 §4.08.004 CA 
   12-316 §4.08.005 CA 
   12-317 §4.08.006 CA 
   12-318 §4.08.007 CA 
   12-319 §4.08.008 CA 
   12-320 §4.08.009 CA 
   12-321 §4.08.010 CA 
   12-322 §4.08.011 CA 
   12-323 §4.08.012 CA 
   12-324 §4.08.013 CA 
   12-325 §4.08.014 CA 
   12-326 §4.08.015 CA 
   12-327 §4.08.016 CA 
   12-328 §4.08.017 CA 
   12-329 §4.08.018 CA 
99-537 5/13/99  10-8 §3.01.008 CA 
99-540 7/8/99 3 18-77 §6.01.001 CA 
  5 18-124 §6.05.001 CA 
   18-125 §6.05.002 CA 
   18-126 §6.05.003 CA 
99-545 9/22/99  2-126 NIC CA 
  1–4 2-127 NIC CA 
00-546 10/28/99 2–11 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807   
00-548 10/28/99 I 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
  II 12-108 §4.02.192 CA 
00-549 11/16/99 1, 2 12-217 §4.05.001 CA 
00-552 2/10/00 1 Charter, art. II, sec. 8 Amnd. by Ord. 22-934 CA 
00-554 2/24/00 1 48-30 §5.14.012 CA 
  2 48-55 §5.14.045 CA 
  3 48-60 §5.14.050 CA 
  4 48-86 §5.14.082 CA 
  5 48-112 §5.14.112 CA 
  6 48-30 §5.14.012 CA 
   48-55 §5.14.045 CA 
   48-60 §5.14.050 CA 
   48-86 §5.14.082 CA 
   48-112 §5.14.112 CA 
01-562 12/14/00 I 20-1 §7.04.001 CA 
  II 20-2 §7.04.002 CA 
  III 20-3 §7.04.003 CA 
  IV 20-4 §7.04.004 CA 
  V 20-4 §7.04.004 CA 
02-569 3/28/02 I 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
  II 18-98 §6.04.001 CA 
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Ordinance 
Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

03-573 12/12/02 1, 2 44-21 §11.01.003 CA 
03-574 12/12/02 1 44-25 §11.01.004 CA 
04-583 1/22/04 2 Rpld. by Ord. 17-807   
04-585 2/12/04 I 12-108 §4.02.192 CA 
04-588 4/22/04  40-9 §§2.08.033, A1.002 CA 
04-590 4/22/04 1 26-8 §§2.05.041, A1.001(a) CA 
04-591 4/22/04  14-1 §§1.02.031—1.02.038 CA 
04-592 5/27/04 2 28-100 §8.02.031 CA 
  3 28-101 §8.02.032 CA 
  4 28-102 §8.02.033 CA 
  5 28-103 §8.02.034 CA 
  6 28-104 §8.02.035 CA 
  7 28-105 §8.02.036 CA 
05-601 6/23/05 I 38-2 §9.02.002 CA 
  II 38-27 §9.02.027 CA 
05-602 7/14/05 I 12-223 §4.05.007 CA 
05-603 7/14/05 I 16-80 §7.05.002 CA 
  II 16-81 §7.05.003 CA 
  III 16-82 §7.05.004 CA 
  IV 16-85 §7.05.007 CA 
06-610 10/13/05  14-2 §1.02.001 CA 
06-613 11/10/05 1 8-124 §5.10.001 CA 
   8-125 §5.10.002 CA 
   8-126 §5.10.003 CA 
   8-127 §5.10.004 CA 
   8-128 §5.10.005 CA 
   8-129 §5.10.006 CA 
   8-130 §5.10.007 CA 
   8-131 §5.10.008 CA 
   8-132 §§5.10.009, A3.003(a) CA 
   8-133 §5.10.010 CA 
   8-134 §5.10.011 CA 
   8-135 §5.10.012 CA 
   8-136 §5.10.013 CA 
   8-137 §5.10.014 CA 
   8-138 §5.10.015 CA 
   8-139 §5.10.016 CA 
   8-140 §5.10.017 CA 
   8-141 §5.10.018 CA 
   8-142 §5.10.019 CA 
   8-143 §§5.10.020, A3.003(b) CA 
   8-144 §5.10.021 CA 
   8-145 §5.10.022 CA 
   8-146 §5.10.023 CA 
   8-147 §§5.10.024, A3.003(c) CA 
   8-148 §5.10.025 CA 
   8-149 §5.10.026 CA 
   8-150 §5.10.027 CA 
   8-151 §5.10.028 CA 
06-614 11/10/05  26-9 §§2.05.042, A1.001(b) CA 
06-615 11/10/05 2 1-11 §1.01.009 CA 
06-616 12/8/05 1 38-7 §9.02.007 CA 
  2–5 38-8 §9.02.008 CA 
  6, 7 38-9 §9.02.009 CA 
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  8, 9 38-10 §9.02.010 CA 
  10, 11 38-13 §9.02.013 CA 
  12 38-15 §9.02.015 CA 
  15, 16 38-25 §9.02.025 CA 
  18 38-32 §9.02.032 CA 
  19 38-34 §9.02.034 CA 
06-620 3/9/06 1 (22-62) 30-83 §5.05.101 CA 
  1 (22-64) 30-84 §5.05.102 CA 
  1 (22-65) 30-85 §5.05.103 CA 
  1 (22-66) 30-86 §5.05.104 CA 
  1 (22-67) 30-87 §5.05.105 CA 
  1 (22-68) 30-88 §5.05.106 CA 
  1 (22-69) 30-89 §5.05.107 CA 
  1 (22-70) 30-90 §5.05.108 CA 
06-624 6/13/06 III 12-130 §4.03.001 CA 
06-626 7/13/06 2 28-124 §8.05.001 CA 
  3 28-125 §8.05.002 CA 
  4 28-126 §8.05.003 CA 
  5 28-127 §8.05.004 CA 
  6 28-128 §8.05.005 CA 
07-633  1/11/07 1 38-8 §9.02.008 CA 
07-635 3/8/07 1 28-151 §11.02.031 CA 
  2 28-152 §11.02.032 CA 
  3 28-153 §11.02.033 CA 
  4 28-154 §11.02.034 CA 
  5 28-155 §11.02.035 CA 
  6 28-156 §11.02.036 CA 
  7 28-157 §11.02.037 CA 
  8 28-158 §11.02.038 CA 
  9 28-159 (severability) NIC CA 
07-636 4/30/07 1 Rpld. 16-77–16-79   
  Added 16-77 §7.05.001 CA 
07-637 5/24/07 1 12-217 §4.05.001 CA 
  2 12-223 §4.05.007 CA 
  3, 4 12-251 §4.05.042 CA 
  5, 6 12-252 §4.05.043 CA 
  7 12-253 §4.05.044 CA 
  8–10 12-286 §4.05.072 CA 
  11 12-288 §4.05.074 CA 
  12 12-289 §4.05.075 CA 
  13 Added 12-290 (severability) NIC CA 
07-639 5/24/07 2 28-100 §8.02.031 CA 
  3 28-101 §8.02.032 CA 
  4 28-102 §8.02.033 CA 
  5 28-103 §8.02.034 CA 
  6 28-104 §8.02.035 CA 
  7 28-105 §8.02.036 CA 
07-640 6/14/07 1 46-88 §12.04.001 CA 
   46-89 §12.04.002 CA 
   46-90 §12.04.003 CA 
   46-91 §12.04.004 CA 
   46-92 §12.04.005 CA 
   46-93 §12.04.006 CA 
   46-94 §12.04.007 CA 
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   46-95 §12.04.008 CA 
   46-96 §12.04.009 CA 
   46-97 §12.04.010 CA 
   46-98 §12.04.011 CA 
   46-99 §12.04.012 CA 
   46-100 §12.04.013 CA 
07-641 7/28/07 1–7 Adopting Ordinance NIC CA 
07-642 6/28/07 1 Added 12-229 §4.05.013 CA 
07-644 8/14/07 1(A), (B) 12-154 §11.02.034 CA 
  1(C) 12-156 §11.02.036 CA 
  1(D), (E) 12-157 §11.02.037 CA 
  1(F) 12-158 §11.02.038 CA 
07-646 9/13/07 1 28-154 §11.02.034 CA 
07-649 9/27/07 2 40-13 §2.08.035 CA 
08-652 3/13/08 1 46-95 §12.04.008 CA 
  2 46-100 §12.04.013 CA 
08-653 3/13/08 1 Added 44-84 §11.03.008 CA 
   44-85 §11.03.009 CA 
08-655 4/10/08 1 Added 12-350 §9.04.001 CA 
   12-351 §9.04.002 CA 
   12-352 §9.04.003 CA 
   12-353 §9.04.004 CA 
08-656 5/8/08 1 46-88 §12.04.001 CA 
   46-89 §12.04.002 CA 
   46-90 §12.04.003 CA 
   46-91 §12.04.004 CA 
   46-92 §12.04.005 CA 
   46-93 §12.04.006 CA 
   46-94 §12.04.007 CA 
   46-95 §12.04.008 CA 
   46-96 §12.04.009 CA 
   46-97 §12.04.010 CA 
   46-98 §12.04.011 CA 
   46-99 §12.04.012 CA 
   46-100 §12.04.013 CA 
09-661 10/9/08 1 40-6 §2.08.031(a) CA 
  2 40-8 §2.08.032 CA 
09-663 12/11/08 I 44-224(a) §5.13.012(a) CA 
09-664 1/8/09 1 Added 12-375–12-379 Rpld. by Ord. 22-932 CA 
09-668 3/12/09 1 Added 33-1 §4.07.001 CA 
   33-2 §4.07.002 CA 
   33-3 §4.07.003 CA 
   33-26 §4.07.031 CA 
   33-27 §4.07.032 CA 
   33-28 §4.07.033 CA 
   33-29 §4.07.034 CA 
   33-30 §4.07.035 CA 
   33-31 §4.07.036 CA 
   33-32 §4.07.037 CA 
   33-51 §4.07.061 CA 
   33-52 §4.07.062 CA 
   33-53 §4.07.063 CA 
   33-54 §4.07.064 CA 
   33-55 §4.07.065 CA 
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   33-56 §4.07.066 CA 
   33-57 §4.07.067 CA 
   33-58 §4.07.068 CA 
   33-59 §4.07.069 CA 
   33-76 §4.07.091 CA 
   33-77 §4.07.092 CA 
   33-78 §4.07.093 CA 
   33-79 §4.07.094 CA 
09-670 5/28/09 2 Added 16-200 §9.05.001 CA 
   16-201 §9.05.002 CA 
   16-202 §9.05.003 CA 
   16-203 §9.05.004 CA 
09-671 6/25/09 1 Added 28-11 §8.01.011 CA 
10-678 10/8/09 I 10-92 §3.04.001 CA 
  II 10-96 §3.04.005 CA 
  III 10-97 §3.04.006 CA 
  IV 10-98 §3.04.007 CA 
  V 10-99 §3.04.008 CA 
  VI 10-100 §3.04.009 CA 
  VII 10-101 §3.04.010 CA 
10-679 11/12/09  14-1 §§1.02.031—1.02.038 CA 
10-683 1/14/10 2 12-350 §9.04.001 CA 
10-686 6/10/10 2 28-100 §8.02.031 CA 
  3 28-101 §8.02.032 CA 
  4 28-102 §8.02.033 CA 
  5 28-103 §8.02.034 CA 
  6 28-104 §8.02.035 CA 
  7 28-105 §8.02.036 CA 
10-687 9/9/10  12-77 §4.02.151 CA 
   12-108 §4.02.192 CA 
11-694 1/27/11 1–4 Added 20-9 §7.04.009 CA 
12-703 2/23/12 2 Added 28-701 §7.03.001 CA 
   28-702 §7.03.002 CA 
   28-703 §7.03.003 CA 
   28-704 §7.03.004 CA 
   28-705 §7.03.005 CA 
   28-706 §7.03.006 CA 
   28-707 §7.03.007 CA 
   28-708 §7.03.008 CA 
   28-709 §7.03.009 CA 
   28-710 §7.03.010 CA 
   28-711 §7.03.011 CA 
   28-712 §7.03.012 CA 
   28-713 §7.03.013 CA 
12-706 4/12/12 2 Added 28-707(9) §7.03.007(9) CA 
12-712 1/10/13 2 18-62 §6.03.002 CA 
  3 18-100 §6.04.003 CA 
13-711 12/13/12 2 46-19 §12.01.019 CA 
13-714 2/14/13 1 12-328 §4.08.017 CA 
13-715 2/26/13 1 Added 12-401 §12.06.031 CA 
  2 12-402 §12.06.032 CA 
  3 12-403 §12.06.033 CA 
  4 12-404 §12.06.034 CA 
  5 12-405 §12.06.035 CA 
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  6 12-406 §12.06.036 CA 
13-716 4/11/13 2 38-25(7)b.5. §9.02.025 CA 
13-717 4/25/13 2 38-29(2)n. §9.02.029 CA 
13-719 5/23/13 2 28-100 §8.02.031 CA 
  3 28-101 §8.02.032 CA 
  4 28-102 §8.02.033 CA 
  5 28-103 §8.02.034 CA 
  6 28-104 §8.02.035 CA 
  7 28-105 §8.02.036 CA 
13-723 8/8/13 1 Added  16-300 Rpld. by Ordinance 

adopting 2022 Code 
CA 

   16-301 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-302 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-303 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-304 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-305 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-306 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-307 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-308 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-309 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-310 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-311 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

   16-312 Rpld. by Ordinance 
adopting 2022 Code 

CA 

14-730 2/13/14 2 16-19 §8.07.001 CA 
14-732 4/10/14 1 Added 10-9 §3.01.009 CA 
   10-10 §3.01.010 CA 
14-733 4/24/14 1 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
  2 12-77 §4.02.151 CA 
  3 18-98 §6.04.001 CA 
14-734 5/13/14 1 Added 46-151 Rpld. by Ord. 20-876 CA 
14-735 6/3/14 1 Added 2-271 §2.01.001 CA 
14-737 7/24/14 1 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
  2 12-108 §4.02.192 CA 
  3 Added 12-121 §4.02.221 CA 
14-738 7/24/14 1 10-2 §3.01.002 CA 
14-741 9/25/14 1 38-25(7)b.5. §9.02.025 CA 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix E: Ordinance Disposition Table 

 Appendix E-12 

Ordinance 
Number 

Date Section 2007 Code 2022 Code Supp. 
No. 

14-746 10/23/14 1 30-88 §5.05.106 CA 
14-747 10/23/14 2 Added 8-200 §5.09.001 CA 
   8-201 §5.09.002 CA 
   8-202 §5.09.003 CA 
   8-203 §5.09.004 CA 
   8-204 §5.09.005 CA 
   8-205 §5.09.006 CA 
   8-206 §5.09.007 CA 
   8-207 §5.09.008 CA 
   8-208 §5.09.009 CA 
   8-209 §5.09.010 CA 
   8-210 §5.09.011 CA 
   8-211 §5.09.012 CA 
   8-212 §5.09.013 CA 
   8-213 §5.09.014 CA 
   8-214 §5.09.015 CA 
15-751 2/12/15 1 Added 12-56(1) §4.02.031 CA 
15-752 2/26/15 1 46-151 Rpld. by Ord. 20-876 CA 
15-755 4/23/15 1 38-29(2)t. §9.02.029 CA 
15-756 5/5/15 1 38-27(1) §9.02.027 CA 
15-759 8/21/15 1 38-27(1) §9.02.027 CA 
15-764 11/12/15 1 16-77 §7.05.001 CA 
15-765 11/12/15 1 Added 12-407 §§5.12.001—5.12.003 CA 
15-766 11/12/15 1 Added 18-98(1), (2) §6.04.001 CA 
15-769 12/10/15 2, 3 Added 40-14 §2.08.063 CA 
16-773 1/14/16 1 Added 18-29 Rpld. by Ord. 18-825 CA 
16-774 1/28/16 2 8-204(c) §5.09.005 CA 
16-777 3/10/16 1 38-27(1), (2) §9.02.027 CA 
16-778 3/10/16 1 38-23(2)c. §9.02.023 CA 
  2 12-131(3), (4) §4.03.002 CA 
16-780 5/31/16 1 Rpld. 26-4   
  Added 26-4 §2.05.004 CA 
16-782 8/11/16 2 28-100  §8.02.031 CA 
  3 28-101 §8.02.032 CA 
  4 28-102 §8.02.033 CA 
  5 28-103 §8.02.034 CA 
  6 28-104 §8.02.035 CA 
  7 28-105 §8.02.036 CA 
16-783 8/25/16 1 Added 38-29(2)aa. §9.02.029 CA 
16-788 9/22/16 1 38-29(2)s. §9.02.029 CA 
16-790 10/27/16 2 Added 12-500 §§9.06.001—9.06.008, 

A2.001 
CA 

16-791 12/8/16 1 12-500(b) §9.06.002 CA 
  2 12-500(c)(1) §9.06.003 CA 
16-792 12/8/16 1 12-56(1) §4.02.031 CA 
16-795 1/26/17 1 12-500(b) §9.06.002 CA 
  2 Rpld. 12-500(c)(2)b. §9.06.003 CA 
16-781 6/9/16 1 Added 18-4 §6.01.003 CA 
  2 Added 18-5 §6.01.004 CA 
16-793 1/12/17 1 Added 18-98(3) §6.04.001 CA 
17-794 1/12/17 1 Added 18-98(1)3) §6.04.001 CA 
17-797 3/9/17 1 Added 16-400 §4.06.001 CA 
   16-401 §4.06.002 CA 
   16-402 §4.06.003 CA 
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   16-403 §4.06.004 CA 
   16-404 §4.06.005 CA 
17-802 5/11/17 1 Added 16-500 §8.06.001 CA 
   16-501 §8.06.002 CA 
   16-502 §8.06.003 CA 
   16-503 §8.06.004 CA 
   16-504 §8.06.005 CA 
17-803 5/31/17 1 Added 12-56(2) §4.02.031 CA 
17-805 8/10/17 1 Added 12-600 Rpld. by Ord. 19-832 CA 
17-806 8/24/17 1 32-2 §4.07.002 CA 
  2 33-52(17)–(19) §4.07.062 CA 
17-807 8/24/17 1 Rpld 42-19–42-28, 42-60–

42-65 
 CA 

  Added 42-1 §10.04.001 CA 
   42-2 §10.04.002 CA 
   42-3 §10.04.003 CA 
   42-4 §10.04.004 CA 
   42-5 §10.04.005 CA 
   42-6 §10.04.006 CA 
   42-7 §10.04.007 CA 
   42-8 §10.04.008 CA 
   42-9 §10.04.009 CA 
   42-10 §§10.04.010, A2.002 CA 
   42-11 §10.04.011 CA 
   42-12 §10.04.012 CA 
   42-13 §10.04.013 CA 
   42-14 §10.04.014 CA 
18-815 2/22/18 2 12-500 §§9.06.001—9.06.008, 

A2.001 
CA 

  3 Rpld 12-600   
18-816 2/22/18 1 12-133 §4.03.004 CA 
  2 12-217 §4.05.001 CA 
  3 12-223 §4.05.007 CA 
  4 12-286 §4.05.072 CA 
  5 38-9(b)(3)e §9.02.009 CA 
  6 38-10(a)(2)k §9.02.010 CA 
  7 Added 38-10(d) §9.02.010 CA 
  8 38-22(c) §9.02.022 CA 
18-820 4/19/18 1 10-9 §3.01.009 CA 
18-824 7/26/18 1 38-29(2)j §9.02.029 CA 
18-825 8/9/18 1 Rpld 18-29  CA 
18-828 9/13/18 2 Added 30-63 §5.05.035 CA 
  3 30-84 §5.05.102 CA 
  4 Added 30-91 §5.05.109 CA 
  5 Added 30-116 §5.05.138 CA 
  6 Added 30-63(d) §5.05.035 CA 
   30-91(d) §5.05.109 CA 
   30-116(d) §5.05.138 CA 
18-829 9/13/18 2 Added 44-250 §5.13.047 CA 
19-832 1/10/19 1 12-600 §§4.10.001—4.10.003 CA 
19-834 1/10/19 1 12-286(2) §4.05.072 CA 
19-835 2/14/19 2 28-701 §7.03.001 CA 
19-836 2/14/19 1 12-56 §4.02.031 CA 
    §4.02.061 CA 
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    §4.02.091 CA 
    §4.02.121 CA 
  2 12-77 §4.02.151 CA 
  3 12-108 §4.02.192 CA 
  4 12-121 §4.02.221 CA 
  5 18-98 §6.04.001 CA 
19-841 4/11/19  14-1 §§1.02.031—1.02.038 CA 
19-846 6/13/19 1 Added 12-5 §4.01.005 CA 
19-850 8/22/19 1 46-151 Rpld. by Ord. 20-876 CA 
19-851 9/12/19 2 40-12 §2.08.151 CA 
19-855 10/8/19 1 44-222 §5.13.010 CA 
  2 44-224 §5.13.012 CA 
  3 44-245 §5.13.042 CA 
   44-249 §5.13.046 CA 
  4 44-277 §5.13.071 CA 
  5 44-284 §5.13.078 CA 
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20-859 1/23/20 Elections and electioneering   
  Sec. 2-300 Purpose §2.09.031 CA 
  Sec. 2-301 Definitions §2.09.032 CA 
  Sec. 2-302 Electioneering on the premises 

of city-owned or -controlled property 
during voting period 

§2.09.033 CA 

  Sec. 2-303 Regulation of electioneering 
signs, specifications, design and other 
requirements 

§2.09.034 CA 

20-872 7/9/20 Garage sales   
  Sec. 32-200 Purpose §5.04.001 CA 
  Sec. 32-201 Definitions §5.04.002 CA 
  Sec. 32-202 Permit required and fees §§5.04.003, A3.001 CA 
  Sec. 32-203 Signage and advertising §5.04.004 CA 
  Sec. 32-204 General regulations §5.04.005 CA 
  Sec. 32-205 Persons and sales excepted §5.04.006 CA 
20-874 7/9/20 Amends sec. 38-8; general type and 

character of plans and plats to be 
submitted 

§9.02.008 CA 

20-875 7/9/20 Drought contingency plan   
  Sec. 46-300 Water conservation plan 

adopted 
§12.07.061 CA 

  Sec. 46-301 Public involvement §12.07.062 CA 
  Sec. 46-302 Public education §12.07.063 CA 
  Sec. 46-303 Coordination with regional 

water planning groups 
§12.07.064 CA 

  Sec. 46-304 Authorization §12.07.065 CA 
  Sec. 46-305 Application §12.07.066 CA 
  Sec. 46-306 Definitions §12.07.067 CA 
  Sec. 46-307 Criteria for initiation and 

termination of drought response stages 
§12.07.068 CA 

  Sec. 46-308 Drought response stages §12.07.069 CA 
  Sec. 46-309 Enforcement §§12.07.070, A4.001 CA 
  Sec. 46-310 Variances §12.07.071 CA 
20-876 7/9/20 Repeals Ords. 14-734, 15-752 and 19-

850; water conservation 
 CA 

  Sec. 46-151 Water conservation plan 
adopted 

§12.07.031 CA 

  Sec. 46-152 Humble utility profile §12.07.032 CA 
  Sec. 46-153 Conservation coordinator §12.07.033 CA 
  Sec. 46-154 Water conservation goals §12.07.034 CA 
  Sec. 46-155 Water conservation plan 

elements 
§12.07.035 CA 

  Sec. 46-156 Coordination with the 
regional water planning groups 

§12.07.036 CA 

  Sec. 46-157 Appendices §12.07.037 CA 
20-877 8/13/20 Adopts budget, FY 19-20 NIC CA 
20-878 9/1/20 Vacates, abandons and closes portion of 

right-of-way 
NIC CA 

20-879 9/10/20 Adopts budget, FY 20-21 NIC CA 
20-880 9/24/20 Tax levy, TY 2020 NIC CA 
20-881 9/24/20 Vacates, abandons and closes portion of 

right-of-way 
NIC CA 



Humble Code of Ordinances Appendix E: Ordinance Disposition Table 

 Appendix E-16 

Ord. No. Date Description Disposition Supp. 
No. 

20-882 9/24/20 Amends budget, FY 19-20 NIC CA 
20-883 10/8/20 Amends budget, FY 20-21 NIC CA 
20-884 11/12/20 Amends budget, FY 19-20 NIC CA 
20-885 11/12/20 Encumbering budgeted funds NIC CA 
20-886 11/17/20 Canvasses and calls runoff election NIC CA 
20-887 12/10/20 Amends budget, FY 20-21 NIC CA 
20-888 12/19/20 Runoff election results NIC CA 
21-889 1/14/21 Vacates and abandons utility easement NIC CA 
21-890 1/28/21 Designates fire lane no parking zones NIC CA 
21-891 1/28/21 Amends budget, FY 20-21 NIC CA 
21-892 2/11/21 Calls joint election NIC CA 
21-893 3/11/21 Amends subdivisions   
  Sec. 1 Amends sec. 38-2; adds definition 

of review 
§9.02.002 CA 

  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 38-7; administration 
and enforcement 

§9.02.007 CA 

21-894 3/11/21 Amends building regulations   
  Sec. 1 Amends sec. 12-130; residential 

setback lines 
§4.03.001 CA 

  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 12-131; commercial 
and multifamily setback lines 

§4.03.002 CA 

  Sec. 3 Amends sec. 38-23; building 
setback restrictions 

§9.02.023 CA 

21-895 3/11/21 Calls joint election NIC CA 
21-896 3/25/21 Adds sec. 46-23; sanitary control 

easements 
§12.06.001 CA 

21-897 4/8/21 Amends flood damage prevention   
  Sec. 1 Amends sec. 12-217; definitions §4.05.001 CA 
  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 12-222; application 

of article 
§4.05.006 CA 

  Sec. 3 Amends sec. 12-223; basis for 
establishing areas of special flood 
hazard and moderate flood hazard 

§4.05.007 CA 

  Sec. 4 Amends sec. 12-228; warning and 
disclaimer of liability 

§4.05.012 CA 

  Sec. 5 Amends sec. 12-252; permit 
procedures 

§4.05.043 CA 

  Sec. 6 Amends sec. 12-285; general 
standards 

§4.05.071 CA 

  Sec. 7 Amends sec. 12-286; specific 
standards 

§4.05.072 CA 

21-898 4/22/21 Adds section 4-60; truck traffic prohibited §11.04.012 CA 
21-899 4/22/21 Amends Ord. 20-879; budget FY 20-21 NIC CA 
21-900 5/121/21 Canvasses general election results NIC CA 
21-901 6/24/21 Amends Ord. 20-879; budget FY 20-21 NIC CA 
21-902 6/24/21 Amends alarms   
  Sec. 1 Findings incorporated NIC CA 
  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 4-57; fee; 

nontransferability 
§5.02.034 CA 

  Sec. 3 Amends sec. 4-58; charge for the 
city response to alarm 

§5.02.005 CA 

21-903 7/22/21 Amends sec. 12-500; exterior 
construction requirements 

§9.06.004(d) CA 

21-904 8/12/21 Amends fire prevention code   
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  Sec. 1 Amends ch. 9, art. IV, sec. 
98(1)(g); where required 

§6.04.001(b) CA 

  Sec. 2 Amends ch. 9, art. IV, sec. 
98(1)(h); buildings and facilities 

§6.04.001(b) CA 

21-905 9/9/21 Tax levy, TY 2021 NIC CA 
21-906 9/14/21 Adopts budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
21-907 10/14/21 Amends Ord. 21-906; budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
21-908 11/11/21 Sanitation and pollution control   
  Sec. 1 Purpose §12.06.031 CA 
  Sec. 2 Definitions §12.06.032 CA 
  Sec. 3 Prohibited activities §12.06.033 CA 
  Sec. 4 Right of entry §12.06.034 CA 
  Sec. 5 Penalty §12.06.035 CA 
  Sec. 6 Required removal §12.06.036 CA 
  Sec. 7 Superceding regulation or statute §12.06.037 CA 
  Sec. 8 Severability NIC CA 
  Sec. 9 State or country roads within 150 

feet of public water supply wells 
§12.06.038 CA 

  Sec. 10 Railroads within 150 feet of 
public water supply wells 

§12.06.039 CA 

  Sec. 11 Other public right-of-way within 
150 feet of public water supply wells 

§12.06.040 CA 

21-909 11/11/21 Amends environment   
  Sec. 1 Amends sec. 16-200; amends 

definition of affected property; deletes 
definition of vegetative barrier 

§9.05.001 CA 

  Sec. 2 Amends 16-202; deletes subsection 
(d); buffering wall required exceptions 

§9.05.003 CA 

21-910 11/11/21 Amends Ord. 21-906; amends budget, FY 
21-22 

NIC CA 

21-911 12/9/21 Adds sec. 28-12; camping prohibited §8.01.012 CA 
21-912 12/9/21 Encumbers funds from 2021 budget NIC CA 
21-913 12/9/21 Amends Ord. 21-906; budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
22-914 1/27/22 Amends Ord. 21-906; budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
22-915 1/27/22 Encumbers funds from 2021 budget NIC CA 
22-916 1/27/22 Amends development standards; fencing 

walls and screening 
  

  Sec. 12-700(a) Purpose §9.07.001 CA 
  Sec. 12-701 Definitions §9.07.002 CA 
  Sec. 12-702 Permit required §9.07.003 CA 
  Sec. 12-703 Fences on public property §9.07.004 CA 
  Sec. 12-704 Fence requirements §9.07.005 CA 
  Sec. 12-705 Fence design and 

construction standards 
§9.07.006 CA 

  Sec. 12-706 Swimming pool, spa and hot 
tub fence regulations 

§9.07.007 CA 

  Sec. 12-707 Maintenance required §9.07.008 CA 
  Sec. 12-708 Abatement of unsafe fences 

and other violations 
§9.07.009 CA 

  Sec. 12-709 Appeals and variances §§9.07.010, A2.003 CA 
  Sec. 12-710 Penalty §9.07.011 CA 
  Sec. 12-711 Conflicts between this article 

and other codes 
§9.07.012 CA 

22-917 2/10/22 Calls general joint election NIC CA 
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22-918 2/10/22 Orders special election; charter 
amendments 

NIC CA 

22-920 3/10/22 Amends solid waste and recycling 
collection and disposal  

  

  Sec. 34-52 Definitions §12.03.031 CA 
  Sec. 34-53 Residential and commercial 

solid waste, demolition and construction 
waste, hazardous waste, liquid waste, 
recyclable materials collection service; 
requirement for license 

§12.03.032 CA 

  Sec. 34-54 License application 
requirements 

§12.03.033 CA 

  Sec. 34-55 License regulations §12.03.034 CA 
  Sec. 34-56 Solid waste license fee §§12.03.035, A4.002 CA 
  Sec. 34-57 Revocation §12.03.036 CA 
  Sec. 34-58 Failure to obtain a license - 

offense 
§12.03.037 CA 

  Sec. 34-59 Disposal or removal of solid 
waste 

§12.03.038 CA 

  Sec. 34-60 Building construction trash §12.03.039 CA 
  Sec. 34-61 Trash cans and receptacles §12.03.040 CA 
  Sec. 34-62 Nuisance §12.03.041 CA 
  Sec. 34-63 Composting §12.03.042 CA 
  Sec. 34-64 Requirements for residential 

collection 
§12.03.043 CA 

  Sec. 34-65 Requirements for commercial 
collection 

§12.03.044 CA 

  Sec. 34-66 Offense, penalty and culpable 
mental state 

§12.03.045 CA 

  Sec. 34-67 Appeal §12.03.046 CA 
22-921 3/10/22 Amends sec. 18-98; fire prevention code §6.04.001(b) CA 
22-922 3/10/22 Encumbers funds from 2021 budget NIC CA 
22-923 3/10/22 Amends Ord. 21-906; budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
22-924 4/7/22 Adopts budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
22-925 4/14/22 Amends sec. 12-704(d); fences along 

roadway 
§9.07.005 CA 

22-926 4/14/22 Amends sec. 32-202(g); home owner’s 
associations garage sales 

§§5.04.003, A3.001 CA 

22-927 4/14/22 Amends sec. 46-95(i)(2); grease and grit 
trap first violation penalty 

§12.04.008(i)(2) CA 

22-928 4/28/22 Amends budget, FY 21-22 NIC CA 
22-929 4/28/22 Exterior security cameras   
  Sec. 12-700 Businesses covered §4.12.001 CA 
  Sec. 12-701 Camera required §4.12.002 CA 
  Sec. 12-702 Violation §4.12.003 CA 
22-930 4/28/22 Family type/group homes   
  Sec. 12-800 Purpose and policy §4.13.001 CA 
  Sec. 12-801 Approval required §4.13.002 CA 
  Sec. 12-802 Appeal §4.13.003 CA 
  Sec. 12-803 Minimum standards §4.13.004 CA 
  Sec. 12-804 Other provisions §4.13.005 CA 
22-931 5/12/22 Secondhand goods; catalytic converters   
  Sec. 1 Finding NIC CA 
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  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 32-81; adds definition 
of catalytic converter 

§5.07.001 CA 

  Sec. 3 Adds sec. 32-82(d); records of 
catalytic converter 

§5.07.002 CA 

  Sec. 4 Adds sec. 32-86; purchase of 
catalytic converters 

§5.07.006 CA 

  Sec. 5 Adds sec. 32-87; possession of 
detached catalytic converter 

§5.07.007 CA 

22-932 5/12/22 Amends tents   
  Sec. 12-375 Definitions §4.11.001 CA 
  Sec. 12-376 Tents prohibited for 

permanent or temporary residential use 
§4.11.002 CA 

  Sec. 12-377 Certain residential use of 
tents permitted; affirmative defenses 

§4.11.003 CA 

  Sec. 12-378 Temporary nonresidential 
use of tents permitted 

§4.11.004 CA 

22-933 5/18/22 Certifies general and charter election 
results 

NIC CA 

22-934 5/26/22 Adopts renumbered and revised charter Charter CA 
22-935 5/26/22 Vacates portion of unimproved right-of-

way 
NIC CA 

22-936 5/26/22 Amends peddlers, solicitors, transient 
business and handbill distributors 

  

  Sec. 1 Adds definitions of mobile food 
unit and brewery 

§5.05.101 CA 

  Sec. 2 Amends sec. 30-88; fee, term, 
reapplication upon change in 
information 

§5.05.106 CA 
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